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INTRODUCTION
 

Throughout the world international migration hasbeen
 

attracting increasing attention from governments, international
 

agencies, researchers and thp general public. Since the end of
 

the Second World War a number of forces have contributed to in­

tensify population movements across national borders. Among
 

these have been a virtual "reduction" of distances among countries
 

that has resulted from improvements in transportation and communi­

cations, growing wealth differentials between nations, and a
 

higher degree of economic interdependence among peoples. The
 

end of colonialism, the economic resurgence of industrialized
 

Europe, and more recently, the economic boom experienced by the
 

Middle Eastern oil producing states are specific events commonly
 

cited to explain the heightened incidence of the phenomenon in
 

certain regions of Africa, Asia, and Europe. .
 

The character of international migration has also
 

changed in the Western Hemisphere. While the massive waves of
 

immigration -- free or forced-- into the hemisphere are a thing
 

of the past, some international migrants from other continents,
 

though in much smaller numbers, continue to arrive in the Americas.
 

The destination of these migrants is largely limited to a few 

countr:ies -- Brazil, Canada, United States, and Venezuela -­

although most countries receive at least a trickle of arrival$. 

International migrations within the hemisphere, however, now 
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appear to be more significant than ever before. Large numbers of
 

migrants from the less developed nations of the Caribbean and
 

Middle and South America find their way to the United States and
 

Canada. Population transfers across other American nations (the
 

Latin and other Caribbean basin countries) are known to occur.
 

Some of these migrations have been taking place for decades while
 

others have just become important in recent years.
 

This report reviews some of the available evidence re­

lated to international migration within the Latin American region.
 

For the purposes of this report, Latin America is defined as the
 

countries included in Middle America (the countries in Central
 

America plus Mexico), the Caribbean (excluding Puerto Rico), and
 

South America. Not included in the report are discussions of the
 

significant population flows from Latin America to Canada, the
 

United States, and some Western European countries. The litera­

ture on these migrations is relatively rich and readily accessible;
 

it can be consulted by those interested in the principal features
 

of extra-regional emigration. immigration to Latin America from
 

other parts of the world is considered only when relevant to the
 

understanding of the topic under an&lysis. The report focuses
 

largely on the last two decades although international migrations
 

within the region are nothing new; the emphasis on the last two
 

decades reflects a concern with the policy relevance of present
 

day issues.
 

Formal studies in the form of books, journal articles,
 

and unpublished papers constitute the backbone of the report.
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peavy reliance has also been placed on journalistic or impressionis­

tic sources since much of the evidence on international migra~ton
 

in the region is of this nature. Journalistic accounts are parti­

cularly helpful when drawing inferences regarding more recent
 

These sources have been supplemented wtth informa­developments. 


tion obtained in personal conversations with researchers, govern­

ment officials, and policy makers in various countries of the re­

gion concerned with some of the issue: discussed in this report.
 

Since the coverage of detailed studies on international migration
 

in Latin America is very uneven, the report builds largely on the
 

experience of those few countries for which more detailed informa­

tion is available.
 

The initial section Of the report describes the princi­

pal migratory movements within the region, presents some quanti­

tative evidence regarding its probable volume, and discusses some
 

of the problems confronted when attempting to estimate its magni­

tude. The determinants of international migration within Latin
 

America are discussed in the next section, considering both send-


In the following section, eata on
ing and receiving areas. 


selected characteristics of the migrants are evaluated and an
 

effort is made to relate those characteristics to various types
 

Scme of the observed
of migratory flows observed in the region. 


or postulated consequences of international migration are reviewed
 

next, considering separately the possible consequences for send­

in% and receiving countries. Immediately after, the report evalu­

ates how international migration is perceived by governments 
in
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the region, what policies have been instituted, and the effective­

ness of these policies in influencing the direction, :magnitude,.
 

and characteristics of migratory flows across national borders:.
 

The final section reviews some of the main conclusions of the
 

report and suggests some research priorities.
 



INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION FLOWS WITHIN LATIN AMERICA: DIRECTION
 
AND MAGNITUDE
 

The roots of contemporary intra-Latin American inter­

national miqration can be found, in some cases, in population
 

displacementa that have been taking place for centuries. Other
 

migrations can be traced, at least in part, to historical patterns
 

of population settlement and political and economic organiza­

tion established after the New World was occupied by European
 

powers. Long-established patterns of cultural interaction
 

among indigenous communities in areas that today include the
 

Andean and Middle American countries, and population movements
 

across present-day national boundaries of countries sharing
 

similar socio-economic and population characteristics, exem­

plify the historical antecedents of migration in many parts of
 

Latin America. More recently, the emergence of profound struc­

tural differences and uneven'rates of economic and population
 

growth among countries in the region appear to have resulted in
 

the intensification of intra-regionai migrations.
 

Intra-regional migrations of unskilled laborers have
 

largely been limited to movements across contiguous countries.
 

Most of these movements have been at first oriented towards
 

rural areas of receiving countries, the migrants themselves
 

having a rural background, where migrants have either replaced
 

native workers who left for the cities (Argentina, Venezuela,
 

and the Dominican Republic) or have provided manpower in areas
 

of low population density having chronic labor shortages (Chileans
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in Southern Argentina). Rural-to-rural international migration
 

also involves landless and subsistencefarmers who -leave their'
 

countries in search of unoccupied agricultural land (Colombians
 

into some regions of Eastern Ecuador; Salvadorians in Honduras),
 

and colonists settling in frontier regions where land may be
 

cheaper and/or of better quality than what is accessible to
 

them in their home country (Brazilian settlers in the Alto
 

Parana region of Paraguay). Many of the earlier migrants who
 

first moved to rural areas, as well as recent arrivals, increasingly
 

have been choosing major urban areas of receiving societies
 

as their eventual destination, like internal migrantS. Many
 

observers, in fact, regard regional international migration as
 

an extension of internal migration within Latin American coun­

tries (Marmora, 1975; Carr6n, 1979a).
 

Aside from the migratory flows that occur between indi­

vidual pairs of countries, distinctive labor migration systems
 

have evolved over time in various Latin American sub-regions.
 

The two which are by far quantitatively most important are
 

centered around the more dynamic and richer economies of Ar­

gentina and Venezuela. Argentina has traditionally drawn
 

migrants from Chile, Bolivia, Paraguay, and to a lesser extent
 

from Uruguay and Brazil, while Venezuela was the preferred des­

tination primarily for Colombians. In recent years, however,
 

Venezuela's regional labor market has expanded considerably and
 

is now pulling workers in large numbers and at all skill levels
 

from throughout Latin America. Recent reports suggest that
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migrants by the thousands may be arriving 
in Venezuela from places
 

as far away as Argentina, Uruguay, Peru, and 
the Dominican Re­

public, to name a few examples.
 

Other intra-regional migrations in Latin America are
 

centered around certain countries which demonstrate strong flows
 

Colombia is typical of this situation since 
it
 

of emigration. 


sends migrants not only to Venqzuela, 
but also to Ecuador and.
 

Bolivian migrants can be found
 Panama, and the United States. 


In the Northern
in Argentina.
in Chile and Peru, as well as 


Caribbean, Haitians emigrate in substantial numbers 
to the Do­

they also emigrate .to coun­minican Republic and the Bahamas; 


tries in the developed world and even in limited 
numbers to
 

In 'the past, Haitian emigration to Cuba was
 parts of Africa. 


the stamp of this migration is still evident
 significant; 


in censuses of the two countries, although, 
for all intents and
 

purposes, this migratory movement ended during 
the 1930's.
 

Quantitatively minor migratory flows occur in the non-


Spanish speaking Eastern Caribbean countries 
(excluding Haiti,
 

but including Jamaica and some emigration 
to the Bahamas from
 

smalle) islands). In this sub-region, migration is largely
 

limited to tho movement of a few skilled personnel 
and students
 

(Guyana), and
 
among the different islands and mainland 

nations 


small flow of Leeward Islanders to the 
U.S. Virgin


to a "... 


Windward Islanders, especially from Grenada, 
to Trini-


Islands; 


dad; and temporary migrant labor during harvests 
to Barbados,
 

from the neighboring smaller islands."
 Guadeloupe, and Martinique 




(Segal, 1975b:9-10). Emigration to developed countries is a
 

deeply ingrained feature of these societies.
 

In the Middle American region, the best known migratory
 

flow reportedly involved tens of thousands of Salvadorian mi­

grants in Honduras, many of whom returned to their homeland,
 

El Salvador, following the 1969 war between these two countries.
 

and Guate-
Salvadorian migrants may also be found in Nicaragua 


mala. Some reports suggest that the number of Salvadorians
 

in Guatemala increased following the expulsion of Salvadorians
 

from Honduras. Hondurans, in turn, have settled in Guatemala,
 

Nicaragua, and El Salvador, although it is likely that many
 

Honduran-born persons in El Salvador are of Salvadorian parent­

age. Finally, Nicaraguan migrants are known to be in Costa
 

Rica and Honduras and Guatemalans in:Mexic6.
 

Table 1 presents some estimates of the number of intra­

regional migrants in receiving countries by country of birth or
 

nationality. The first set of numbers (column 1) provides in­

formation on the number of Latin American migrants enumerated
 

in selected countries of immigration from the most recent cen­

suses for which data are available. The second column gives
 

estimates for immigration into South American countries pro­

vided by the International Labour Office (ILO) in a study of
 

labor migration released in 1974. The last column shows up­

dated but largely speculative estimates that have been published
 

or provided by informed observers on the basis of what they per­

ceive is currently taking place in some countries as well as
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brief comments about the estimates or selected migration flows,
 

Some of these 6stimates appear to be fairly dependable. Others
 

may be regarded as no better than guesses (in some cases, they
 

appear to be very exaggerated guesses!), but they are useful
 

since they reflect changes so recent that they may have not yet
 

been documented.
 

A problem faced when evaluating the estimates presented
 

in Table 1 concerns uncertainties as to the type of migration to
 

which the estimates are referring. The problem of defining what
 

constitutes a migrant is common to all migration studies and so is
 

the problem of accurately estimating their number. The number of
 

Latin American international migrants can be estimated with c:ensus
 

tabulations that identify the population by place of birth in re­

ceiving countries in or outside the region. Some censuses include
 

a question concerning the date in which a migrant entered the host
 

country; with this question it is possible to estimate the timing
 

of migrations and to investigate whether the characteristics of
 

more recent arrivals differ from those of earlier migrants. Many
 

problems, however, plague the estimates that can be derived from
 

these data.
 

In countries having a large number of undocumented or
 

illegal migrants, census data are likely to understate the true
 

extent of migration since many of these migrants prefer not to
 

be enumerated and may go out of their way to avoid being counted.
 

Some estimates attempt to make allowance for this problem by add­

ing on an assumed number of illegal migrants - thus the higher'
 

estimates.
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Another problem in related to the time period used in 

defining migration. The ILO (1974a:8-9) has classified South 

American migrants into five categories according to the length 

of time spent in receiving countries. The first three types of 

migrants - frontier, seasonal, and short-term temporary workers ­

do not change their permanent residence, but migrate to the rf­

ceiving countries for periods of time ranging from less than a 

month to six or seven months. Frontier workers are employed in 

the receiving country most of the year, while the others are not. 

Medium-term temporary workers and permanent workers emigrate for 

periods of time extending for years. The latter, as the label 

suggests, emigrate for indefinite periods of time, while the 

former eventually plan to return to their native country. 

Seasonal migrations may well explain the great dis­

parities in migration estimates observed for some countries. The.
 

enormous differences in immigration estimates to Argentina and
 

Venezuela given by censuses and ILO (Table 1), for example, may
 

reflect the inclusion of temporary immigrants in the latter
 

study which do not appear in the census counts. Inclusion of
 

an assumed number of undocumented workers in the ILO estimates,
 

not enumerated in national censuses, may also contribute to the
 

differences between the two sets of estimates.
 

At present no reliable estimates of intra-regional
 

international migration can be obtained from transit data for
 

Latin American countries. Undocumented population flows, uneven
 

registration of entries and departures, and other problems asso­

ciated with the recording of frontier crossings greatly limit the
 



usefulness of these statistics (Kritz and Gurak, 1979; Carron
 

et. al., 1976). This situation is not surprising since even
 

statis.-ically well developed countries, such as the United States,
 

face similar problems when estimating international migration
 

flows.
 

In any case, the rapidly changing nature of migration
 

in the region, especially its short-term responsiveness to econo­

mic and political changes, makes most migration estimates obsolete
 

One relevant example is Paraguayan
shortly after they are made. 


emigration to Argentina. While this population movement has been
 

faking place almost continuously for decades, 
there are indica­

tions that recently the direction of the flow has been reversed
 

and that many Paraguayans are returning to their country of birth.
 

This reversal is believed to have been produced by an economic
 

boom in Paraguay (largely because of the construction of 
mammoth
 

hydro-electric projects) which has coincided with a slowdown 
of
 

The effect of this return migration on
the Argentinian economy. 


the total number of Paraguayans in Argentina is not known.
 

No attempt will be made here to select the most plausi­

ble estimates, but it seems that census counts provide 
a floor
 

under which the actual number of immigrants is not likely 
to be.
 

The number of immigrants in some countries may well be 
much
 

higher than indicated by censuses. As this discission suggests,
 

all that can be concluded with any certainty from the figures
 

presented in Table 1 is that the volume of intra-regional 
interna­

tional migration in Latin America appears to be in the millions.
 



In some countries, such as Venezuela, the number of migrants
 

appears to be on the increase. Sufficient data are not avail­

able to estimate more precisely the magnitude of migration or
 

to differentiate the migrants by the permanence of their moves.
 



DETER1INANTS OF INTRA-REGIONAL INTERNATIONAL
 
MIGRATION IN LATIN AMERICA
 

The main determinants of intra-regional international
 

migration in Latin America appear to be economic in nature.
 

Natives from countries where income or living condition levels
 

are lower or rates of unemployment and underemployment are higher
 

tend to move to countries which are believed to be, or in fact
 

are, wealthier and offer better employment prospects. The cir­

cumstances, however, that determine the direction and magnitude
 

of migratory flows are more complex than such a broad generaliza­

tion may suggest. Conventional social, economic and demographic
 

indicators fail to show consistent and distinctive patterns useful
 

in separating immigration from emigration countries (see Table 2).
 

Residents from a richer country may migrate to poorer neighboring
 

nations if economic opportunities there are expanding, as is the
 

case with many Brazilians moving into Paraguay. In addition, emi­

gration may take place from countries going through political or
 

social upheavals regardless of relative economic levels. The
 

end result depends on the balance of push and pull forces operating
 

simultaneously in sending and receiving countries, as well as within
 

particular regicis of these cc:.ntries.
 

Deep rooted, historically established features of Latin
 

American societies (land tenure patterns, productive structure,
 

etc.) can be regarded as key factors behind population displace­

ments in the region, both withn countries (Simmons et al., 1977:
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75-82) and across national borders (Carron, 1979:377-385). The
 

bases for migrations, analysts suggest, can largely be found in
 

the patterns of social and economic development that came to pre­

vail in the region. Unfavorable trade and economic relations
 

with the industrialized world perpetuate a pervasive status of
 

dependency that exacerbates social and economic differences within
 

and between countries in the region. Natural wealth differentiaIs
 

among Latin American nations (e.g., oil in Venezuela) and other
 

factors also contribute to the disparities.
 

These differences constitute the underlying determinants
 

that affect the form that internal and international migrations
 

take within Latin America. More proximate mechanisms that influ­

ence short and long term international migration trends are
 

differentials in levels of employment in sending and receiving
 

countries, relative changes in real wage rates, political events,
 

economic or social needs of receiving countries, and differential
 

population growth rates, among others. The following discussion
 

reviews the evidence regarding some of the most frequently in­

vestigated mediating mechanisms behind international migrations
 

within Latin America.
 



LAND DISTRIBUTION
 

The pattern of uneven land distribution found in Latin
 

America is regarded as a crucial determinant of internal and in­

ternational migration. Evidence accumulated in studies conducted
 

from the Caribbean to the Southern Cone point out that the well­

hnown latifundia-minifundia complex generates conditions not
 

conducive to optimal land and labor utilization. In most countries,
 

a significant proportion of agricultural land, including some
 

of the most productive, is not accessible to the peasantry.
 

Studies on the factors that determine emigration to
 

Argentina from Paraguay (Galeano, 1978; Rivarola, 1967), Chile
 

(Sanchez et al., 1977), and Bolivia (Carro'n et al., 1976)
 

support the hypothesis that unequal land distribution forces
 

the poor peasants to move. In Paraguay, for example, Rivarola
 

(1967:51) and Carron (1976) report that in 1956 half of one
 

percent of all agricultural holdings accounted for between 74
 

to 80 percent (depending on the size definition used) of all
 

national lands under exploitation. The minifundio sector with
 

almost 70 percent of agricultural holdings only occupied 2.3
 

percent of the productive land. By 1961, the year of the last
 

major agricultural census in Paraguay, the situation had not
 

changed significantly (Gillespie and Browning, 1979:509). Evi­

dence from the island of Dominica in the Eastern Caribbean
 

(Welch, 1968) and on Haiti (Cocco, 1975) also suggests that un­

equal access to land in countries of this region is one of the
 

principal mechanisms leading to international migratious.
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Considerable land fragmentation over the 
passing of
 

many generations has left the Latin American 
minifundista in
 

its soil
 
a position in which his meager agricultural 

plot ­

-

often eroded or exhausted through uninterrupted 

and poor use 


is not sufficiently productive to support 
him and his family
 

Other peasants, even less
 even at a bare subsistence level. 


Under these circumstances,

fortunate, have no land of their own. 


landless peasants and subsistence farmers 
supplement their in­

bomes by working as migrant laborers for 
short durations of
 

Rural and semi-rural pro­time, mainly during harvest season. 


letariats, as Whiteford and Adams (1973) describe them, sell
 

their labor where there is a need, often 
in a country other than
 

Many eventually become permanent residents 
of other
 

their own. 


countries.
 

Many studies report that in recent times, 
the plight
 

of the landless and the subsistence farmer 
has deteriorated.
 

As a result of agricultural modernization, 
access to farm lands
 

has in many countries actually diminished. 
Modern large-scale
 

farms, usually oriented toward the export 
market, have expanded
 

Further,
 
their land holdings at the expense of 

small farmers. 


modern agricultural techniques, while 
leading to higher producti-


Reduced employment opportunities
vity, tend to displace labor. 


and a shrinking land base have combined 
to force many peasants
 

This situation is demonstrated
 away from their regions of birth. 


in a recent and well-documented study 
by Durham (1979) which
 

describes how Salvadorian emigration 
to Honduras and the subsequent
 



so-callad "Soccer War" were fueled by Central.American agrarian
 

structures and export-oriented agricultural modernization. This
 

study shows how the growth of export agricultural in Honduras
 

exacerbated an already strained social situation as poor farmers ­

both Honduran and Salvadorian - competed with large land owners
 

for farm land.
 

It should be noted that some analysts claim that access
 

to minifundio plots acts as a brake to permanent emigration. Pro­

ponents of this view argue that farmers with access to subsistence
 

plots (whether as owners, sharecroppers, or renters) only emi­

grate for short periods of time to work as laborers in order to
 

supplement the product of their holdings (Whiteford and Adams,
 

1973; D. Marshall, no date 'a'; Glaessel-Brown, 1979). Landless
 

peasants may also migrate to earn and accumulate enough money to
 

buy land back home (Welch, 1968), or to buy land in the country
 

of destination (Durham, 1979). This interpretation leads to
 

the tentative conclusion that access to minifundio holdings has
 

a critical influence in determining whether poor Latin American
 

peasants become seasonal or permanent migrants.
 

FRONTIER EXPANSION AND COLONIZATION
 

Many migrations occurring in the region involve border
 

crossing from rural areas, where poor peasants are blocked from
 

possession of sufficient land, to frontier regions which have
 

extensive unused territories. Some of these migrations have
 

been taking place for long periods of time under very primitive
 

conditions and differ from internal moves only by the fact that
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peasants pass over national borders. 
Since many frontier regions
 

in Latin America are undifferentiated physically or culturally,
 

few factors interfere with these migrations.
 

Pi Hugarte (1979a) and Torales (1978) identify cul­

tural affinities between areas of Colombia bordering on Ecuador
 

and Panama, which they believe facilitate migration from Colom­

bia to these two countries. 
 In both cases, the similarities can
 

be traced back to periods in which these regions were part of the
 

same political units. 
In other parts of South America, such as
 

the border areas which Argentina shares with Paraguay, Bolivia,
 

and Chile, cultural similarities are obvious. 
 In many of these
 

regions, in fact, native-born residents may be direct descendants
 

of earlier migrants from across the border.
 

In the area where the frontiers of Chile, Bolivia, and
 

Peru meet, bounded by the northern-most Chilean city of Arica and
 

the Peruvian city of Tacna, seasonal and permanent migrations of
 

natives from these three countries have been noted. Many of the
 

migrants are of indigenous Aymara stock. They move from one
 

country to the other depending on such transient factors as the
 

season of the year and fluctuations in economic conditions, or
 

to conduct trade as they have been doing for centuries. Some
 

of the more permanent migrants of Bolivian origin settling in
 

Northern Chile are attracted by work opportunities in mining,
 

since agricultural conditions there are poor.
 

The attempt by many South American countries to colonize
 

formerly neglected territories seems to be promoting international
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For example, Brazil's efforts.to incorporate.inland
migration. 


areas into the national economy- through highways, like the
 

Transamazonic, and land colonization-attempts - appear to.have
 

induced population displacements to bordering countries. There
 

are limited indications of indigenous groups being pushed from
 

Brazil into the Peruvian and Ecuadorian sides of the border.
 

There are also consistent, yet largely undocumented, reports
 

suggesting that along much of the length of the Brazilian border,
 

peasaizts from each side are settling in disputed frontier areas.
 

The most important contemporary migration accompanying
 

frontier expansion has taken place over the last few years along
 

(Braido, 1972; Paraguay: Secre­the Paraguayan-Brazilian border 


At first en­tarfa Tecnica de Planificacion and CELADE, 1978). 


couraged by the Paraguayan government and with the assistance of
 

Brazilian colonization companies, thousands of Brazilian colonists
 

moved in the Paraguayan provinces of Alto Parana and Caaguazu
 

where cheap agricultural lands could be purchased at a fraction
 

of what land of similar quality would cost on the adjoining
 

Brazilian side. The economic activities generated by the Brazi­

lian colonies and those founded by settlers of other nationali­

ties, and the construction of the Itaipu and Yacytera Dams, (the
 

have further increased
latter on the Paraguay-Argentina border), 


the attractiveness of Paraguay as a migration destination for
 

100,000
Brazilians. Some observers believe that as many as 


That this massive
Brazilians may now be living in Paraguay. 


immigration (from the standpoint of Paraguay's total population)
 

http:efforts.to


-20­

could have taken place in such a short period of time (in about
 

ten years) while hundreds of thousands of Paraguayans were living
 

abroad is indicative of the complexity of the forces that deter­

mine international migration.
 

ECOLOGICAL FACTORS
 

Evidence from many Latin American countries suggests
 

that migrations across contiguous frontiers can also result from
 

Veographical and ecological factors that tend to reduce the pro­

ductivity of the soil. In Colombia's Choco region, for instance,
 

excessive rainfall, a very complex hydrological system and other
 

conditions typical of tropical rainforest areas limit development
 

prospects and result in emigration to Panama (Torales, 1978).
 

Denuding of hillsides and soil erosion produced by poor agricul­

tural practices, as in El Salvador (Durham, 1979) or in the
 

Northwest region of Haiti (D. Marshall, no date 'a') are also be­

lieved to have an influence on emigration.
 

WAGE DIFFERENTIALS
 

The overwhelming significance of differentials in wages
 

and employment levels on intra-Latin American migration is em­

phasized by most students of the topic (ILO, 1974a; A. Marshall,
 

1979a; International Review Group on Population and Development,
 

1978). Evidence from all the areas experiencing substantial
 

migratory flows in the region strongly suggest that the influence
 

of economic factors overrides that of any other variable. The
 

search for employment and the search for better wages are so
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intertwined that it is almost impossible, and perhaps even mis­

leading, to attempt to separate the two, especially when under­

employment is so prevalent in Latin America. Most sources re­

viewed assume that international migrants are successful in ob­

taining jobs, although a few studies note that migrants face
 

difficulties in finding employment (D. Marshall, no date 'a').
 

Quantitative evidence on wage rate differentials re­

ported by observers and by the migrants themselves indicate that
 

migrants in certain occupational categories earn significantly
 

higher wages in host countries. In 1965, Bolivian cane cutters
 

reportedly earned "... per ton of sugar cane cut, stripped, lopped,
 

carried, stacked, and loaded in the Argentine harvest ... 30,720
 

Bolivian pesos" while "for equivalent work in the department of
 

Santa Cruz, Bolivia the pay was 15,000 Bolivian pesos" (Conteris,
 

1970:53). In the Dominican Republic, half a hemisphere away,
 

cane cutters received $1.50 per ton during the 1970's, while the
 

going wage in Haiti for similar work was but a third of that.
 

There are reports that in some parts of Haiti, cane cutters earned
 

even lower wages, as low as 30 cents per ton (Glaessel-Brown, 1979:
 

243-244; and Corten, 1976:98-100). Curiously enough, it appears
 

that self-employed subsistence peasants, not habitual cane cutters
 

in Haiti, are the laborers who migrate to the Dominican Republic,
 

although the evidence still suggests that migrant workers in
 

general take advantage of wage differentials.
 

In Northern South America, similar wage differentials
 

have also been reported. For instance, a sample of undocumented
 

Colombian migrants deported from Venezuela reported that while
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employed in that country (in 1978) they earned an average of
 

1,458 bolivares (approximately 350 U.S. dollars) per month. -rne
 

minimum salary in Venezuela at the time was 450 bolivares. (approxi­

mately 110 U.S. dollars) per month while in Colombia the minimum
 

salary was 2580 pesos (approximately 70 U.S. dollars) per month
 

(Colombia: Ministerio de Trabajo y Seguridad Social, 1979:49).
 

Before migrating over half the workers in Colombia were earning
 

less than the minimum Venezuelan salary (see Table 3). Some of
 

these, especially service and agricultural workers, were barely
 

receiving the minimum Colombian salary. Salaries of Colombian
 

migrants in Venezuela, in skilled and unskilled occupations, were
 

from two to four times higher than in their country of birth.
 

As these figures from diverse regions of Latin America suggest,
 

migrants can expect to earn from two to four times the wages that
 

they would receive at home, if not more.
 

A number of country studies show that the mechanisms
 

through which employment and wage differentials after intra­

regional migrations are more complex than they first appear.
 

Recent migration from Uruguay to Argentina, de Sierra (1977)
 

points out, did not begin in earnest until the structural and
 

political context in Uruguay deteriorated to such an extent that
 

for many, emigration became the only solution in a time of
 

crisis. Carr6n et al. (1976) in their study of determining
 

factors of emigration from limitrophe countries to Argentina con­

clude that intra-regional migration may take place not only during
 

periods of economic expansion in the receivingcountries, but
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also during economic contractions. Their interpretation suggests
 

that even when facing sluggish economic growth more developed
 

countries in the area may increase their absorptive capacity for
 

cheap foreign labor. Before 1950, according to Carron and his
 

associates, immigration from bordering countries resulted from
 

an expansion in the demand for labor in economic sectors exper­

iencing rapid growth. Since about 1950, to the contrary, migrants
 

from nearby countries found employment in stagnant or declining
 

sectors of the economy, but which still offered wages higher than
 

those the migrants could have received at home. Wages in these
 

sectors, however, were in most cases too low to attract Argen­

tinian workers. The same situation has been reported in the
 

Dominican Republic where Haitians are gradually replacing Domini­

cans who refuse the job of cutting cane because of its low pay
 

and status.
 

Another explanation for this condition is offered by
 

Sanchez et al. (1977) who consider the effect of differential
 

growth rates of the labor force on unemployment and employment
 

levels in both sending and receiving countries. Since the
 

Argentinian labor force has a low rate of growth, the pressures
 

of this country's labor market are considerably less than those
 

experienced by the labor markets of sending countries, thus pro­

viding relatively more room inthe economy for foreign workers.
 

Another important consideration noted by A. Marshall (1979a) is
 

the very uneven distribution of Argentina's population and the
 

resultant chronic labor shortages experienced in agricultural
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regions during certain times of the year. Similarly, the Domini­

can Republic is experiencing increased rural-urban migration as
 

people seek better opportunities in the city. This process
 

coupled with the Dominican attitude towards cutting cane has pro­

duced labor shortages on the sugar plantations (Glaessel-Brown,.
 

1979).
 

There are indications that differentials in wage levels
 

also account for a significant proportion of quantitatively less
 

important flows of highly skilled intra-regional migrants. Some
 

professionals employed by international agencies and the public
 

sector, for examplr., command higher salaries when working in
 

countries other than their own; as a result, many prefer to work
 

outside their native countries to escape earning the "national"
 

level salary. No studies exist, to my knowledge, on this subject,
 

but impressionistic evidence suggests the presence of this phenom­

enon. This particular case of brain drain differs from the more
 

common flow towards industrialized nations outside the region in
 

that the moves are within Latin America.
 

Another factor that can affect migratory flows between
 

sending and receiving countries, at least over the short run,
 

is fluctuations in the relative value of national currencies.
 

Stronger currencies in receiving countries help the migrant maxi­

mize his/her income if part of it is taken back home either in
 

the form of savings or remittances. Colombian migrants in Vene­

zuela indicate that wage differentials between the two countries
 

are greater than the official exchange rates would suggest, since
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the actual value of Colombian currency in the black market is
 

less. In addition, the Colombian currency has been dropping in
 

value relative to Venezuelan currency over the years (Gall, no
 

date). A. Marshall (1979a) states that until 1974, migrants
 

who sent remittances home benefitted from over-valued Argentinian
 

currency.
 

A further development that appears to have intensified
 

the effects of wage level differentials on migration is the
 

emergence of regional employment markets. In some areas of
 

Latin America, Venezuela in particular, labor markets appear to
 

have expanded beyond bordering cointries to which migratory flows
 

were previously largely limited. Migrants into Venezuela, in­

creasingly representing all skill levels, come from as far away
 

as Argentina, Uruguay, Peru, Ecuador, and the Dominican Republic.
 

The unique wealth of Venezuela, the much improved modern means of
 

communication, and recruitment efforts in many Latin American
 

countries all contribute to an explanation of this emerging migra­

tion web. Some of this migration was undoubtedly catalyzed by
 

political instability in the sending countries (e.g., Argentina
 

and Cuba), or by severely depressed economic conditions (e.g.,
 

Peru). It must be kept in mind, however, that such events have
 

been ubiquitous in Latin America in the past, but migrations of
 

this nature were never observed before. Some notable exceptions
 

were the large scale migrations into Cuba and the Dominican Re­

public during the expansionary period of their respective sugar
 

industries, as well as during the construction of the Panama Canal
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(both during the French and American phases). However, there
 

are important differences in that these movements almost exclu­

sively involved unskilled labor, and the migrants originated in
 

countries only within the Caribbean basin. Therefore, it may be
 

said that the current pan-regional migration of workers at all
 

skill levels into Venezuela is an unprecedented development.
 

EDUCATIONAL AND INFRASTRUCTURAL DIFFERENCES
 

Substantial differences in access to educational services
 

and in the absorptive capacity of trained personnel in national
 

economies between sending and receiving countries appear to be
 

important factors in determining international migration within
 

the region. This contention is supported by fragmentary data re­

garding a considerable number of international moves by individuals
 

seeking better educational opportunities outside their countries.
 

Students from countries bordering on Argentina, for example, are
 

reported to attend Argentinian universities in large numbers.
 

Espinola (1974) found over 1,000 Paraguayan students attending a
 

single Argentinian institution - Eastern University. Few of these
 

students planned to return to Paraguay after completing their
 

studies. Situations simiiar to this may also be common with stu­

dents of other nationalities in Argentina and other countries.
 

A related problem which seems to be growing in intensity
 

concerns the inability of Latin American economies to productively
 

absorb growing cohorts of university graduates and other skilled
 

workers. In some countries there are signs that this situation
 

is resulting in emigration to destinations within and outside the
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region. Filgueira (1978), in his study of migratory propensi­

ties among Uruguayan university graduates, finds that Uruguay can
 

be characterized as a country that has attained "modernization
 

without development". This contradiction manifests itself in
 

a serious imbalance between the supply and demand for professional
 

and skilled workers. The Uruguayan economic structure is not
 

sufficiently differentiated to absorb the large number of profes­4 

sionals and technicians produced by the country's education system.
 

One solution for this problem was for the government to become
 

the employer "of last resort". This resulted in the emergence
 

of a bloated national bureaucracy, with underused and dissatis­

fied officials. Under this occupational regime, financial rewards
 

are completely out-of-line with qualifications and avenues for up­

ward social mobility are blocked. For many aspiring young gradu­

ates the only viable solution is emigration, a route taken by
 

many Uruguayans in recent years.
 

Corvalan (1974) foresees a similar situation developing
 

in Paraguay as rapid increases in enrollment at educational insti­

tutions may overproduce qualified professionals relative to the
 

available occupational opportunities. The same problems may be
 

emerging in many other Latin American countries.
 

IMPROVEMENTS IN TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION
 

Many students of intra-Latin American migration explain
 

its growing importance by alluding to significant improvements in
 

the transportation infrastructure linking one nation to another
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(Rochcau, 1976; A. Marshall, 1979a; Kritz and Gurak, 1979).
 

Rochcau (1976:4) goes so far to state that along with the economic
 

prosperity of certain nations "the creation of an infrastructure of
 

road communication" largely explains the new character and increase.
 

in volume of limitrophe migration. Rochcau observes furthermore,
 

that the relative unimportance of migratory flows from neighbor­

ing countries into Brazil, despite the fact that Brazil is one
 

of the most industrialized countries in the region, can be explained
 

by poor communications between Brazil and other countries.
 

Some support for Rochcau's views is provided by studies
 

that analyze recent migratory flows between Brazil and Paraguay.
 

Ironically, however, the direction of this migratory flow runs
 

counter to that predicted by Rochcau. As has been seen, Brazilian
 

settlers and rural workers move into Paraguayan areaswhere lands
 

are cheap and where employment opportunities are on the rise.
 

Rivarola et al. (1979) conclude that two of the critical stimuli
 

for these population movements into the Alto Paran6 region of Para­

guay were the completion of the international bridge over the
 

Parana River linking the two countries and the paving of national
 

roads II and VII - two vital roads in this department. Before
 

the bridge was built, both countries had been isolated from each
 

other by extended unpopulated areas on both sides of the river.
 

Improvements in other modes of transportation, in parti­

cular air travel, have reduced "distances" between countries.
 

Analysts of Caribbean and South American migration to the United
 

States attribute great importance to this development in explaining
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recent increases in migration. Better qualified migrants, in
 

all likelihood, benefit to a greater extent from improvements in
 

air transportation.
 

Increased flows of information - an improved awareness
 

of options elsewhere - have also been suggested as important
 

determinants of international migration. Carr6n et al. (1976)
 

emphasize the effect that information about employment opportuni­

ties, whether real or distorted, has had in channeling migration
 

.front Paraguay into Argentina. A. Marshall (1979b) notes the
 

importance that informal channels of communication have on the
 

present-day migration of laborers into Buenos Aires. The supply
 

of unskilled immigrant workers is very responsive to expanding
 

employment opportunities, suggesting that migrants hear about
 

job openings through contacts maintained between colonies of
 

migrants and the home country.
 

The role played by ethnic enclaves in the adaptation of
 

migrants in a new milieu, noted by many students of emigration,
 

is also present in intra-regional migrations. These enclaves and
 

the continuous exchange of people between the host and sending
 

countries eventually lead to the establishment of a strong tradi­

tion of migration. If unhindered by drastic political or econo­

mic changes, a cultural pattern of migratory behavior is interna­

lized and young people in sending countries grow up continuously
 

aware of the migration alternative. Rivarola (1967) observes that
 

potential migrants in Paraguay always consider emigrating to Ar­

gentina as a possible destination rather than to Asuncion. D. Mar­

shall (no date 'a'; and 1979) argues convincingly that emigrating
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is an ever-present option for people in Haiti and in the Eastern
 

Caribbean countries. Some of the strongest evidence of the esta­

blishment of a migration option has been given by Hendricks (1974)
 

in his revealing study of Dominican migration to the United
 

States. He shows how a migrating stream perpetuates itself as
 

emigration becomes the favored alternative for aspiring young
 

adults over limited opportunities at home. It may be presumed
 

that similar situations are reproduced in some migration streams
 

within Latin America.
 

-SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONFLICT
 

A long tradition of migration due to Political insta­

bility or repressive regimes has evolved in Latin America. Al­

though the impact of political and social conflicts on inducing
 

international migration within the region is not measurable in
 

precise numerical terms, its significance should not be minimized.
 

Over the last two decades, for example, the Cuban rev­

olution led to the migration of no less than half-a-million per­

sons. From 30-40,000 Cubans found new homes in Latin America,
 

particularly in Venezuela and some Central American republics,
 

although the great majority went to the United States. The war
 

between Honduras and El Salvador, largely a result of social ten­

sions in the former country, fostered the repatriation of re­

portedly tens of thousands of Salvadorians. The social upheavals
 

associated with the election of Allende as President of Chile and
 

the subsequent overthrow of his government induced the displace­

ment of thousands of Chileans. Venezuela has received thousands
 



-31­

of immigrants from Argentina and Uruguay, as well as Chile, 
who
 

(Sassen-Koob, 1979).
abandoned their countries for political reasons 


In Uruguay, at the least, the political crisis coincided 
with
 

(or was produced by) a difficult economic situation 
which rein­

forced the tendency to migrate to other countries. Finally, short
 

lasting, yet massive, refugee movements were observed 
in Central
 

America during the Nicaraguan civil war. Tens of 
thousands of
 

Nicaraguan refugees are reportedly still 
living in Costa Rica
 

and Honduras.
 

POPULATION GROWTH AND INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
 

The inter-relationships between population growth 
and
 

international migration in Latin America are complex 
and defy
 

Under certain circumstances population
simple generalizations. 


growth may act as an important mediating variable 
reinforcing and
 

magnifying the impact of more immediate economic 
and social factors
 

In other cases there are not apparent
that further migration. 


links between population growth and international 
migration within
 

the region.
 

Within the Latin American context, international 
migra­

tions take place indiscriminately from countries 
experiencing
 

either high or low rates of population growth to 
countries having
 

Argentina
themselves high or low rates of population increase. 


and Venezuela, thetwo principal countries 
of destination in the
 

region, occupy relatively extreme positions 
in terms of rates of
 

natural increase. Argentina's natural increase rate is one of
 

the lowest in Latin America, while that of 
Venezuela until very
 

Uruguay, a country

recently was one of the highest (see Table 

2). 


with low rates of natural increase, exported about 
10 percent of
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its population in little more than a decade. Countries with
 

high rates of natural increase (i.e., Paraguay) and moderate
 

and declining rates (i.e., Colombia) are also net eyorters of
 

migrants. Some countries (i.e., Dominican Republic and Paraguay)
 

are simultaneously importers and exporters of migrants.
 

In countries where the pace of new employment creation
 

is slow or inadequate, population growth, in particular rapid
 

increases in the number of new entrants to the labor force, aggra­

vates already severe under- and unemployment problems. Uneven
 

rates of economic and population growth combine to bring about,
 

as it were, a situation of "relative overpopulation", a concept
 

that provides a basis for articulating a consensus among analysts
 

of international migration in Latin America (Marmora, 1979).
 

A detailed study of how the interface between population
 

growth and economic factors relates to international migration in
 

the region has been provided by Sanchez et al. (1977) in their
 

analysis of limitrophe migration into Argentina. In their view,
 

the importance gained by these population displacements after
 

1950 can only be explained by considering the influence of differ­

ential population growth rates on age structures and the capacity
 

of the national economies to absorb certain types of labor. In
 

Argentina, since about the 1950's, massive population shifts to
 

cities coincided with a series of structural changes in the
 

country's economy, which had an echo effect on the composition
 

of the labor force. Localized labor vacuums were created in
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selected economic areas dominated by unskilled workers. The
 

surrounding countries which were experiencing much higher popula­

tion growth rates and, hence, had greater difficulties in absorb­

ing an expanding labor force, could provide workers to fill the
 

vacancies in Argentina. Sanchez and his colleagues conclude,
 

thus, that while it would be improper to establish direct
 

causation between demographic growth and international migration
 

in South America, population growth can and does aggravate the
 

difficulties faced by countries attempting to develop and better
 

utilize their human resources (Sanchez et al., 1977:11).
 

But even in the smaller and more densely populated
 

countries in Central America and the Caribbean, as Segal (1975a)
 

and others note, population pressure is a cause of concern not
 

because of sheer numbers alone, but also because historical,
 

physical, social, and economic features of these societies impede
 

the optimum utilization of local resources, including population.
 

Careful scrutiny of the situation in countries where conventional
 

wisdom assumes that migratory movements were a direct consequence
 

of population pressure, reveal a much more complex scenario.
 

Durham (1979), in his study of the events leading to the war be­

tween El Salvador and Honduras, proposes that "competitive exclu­

sion", or the process by which poor peasants are denied access to
 

farm land, was a more important factor than population growth or
 

density in initially producing migration from El Salvador to Hon­

duras and, then, in intensifying the social conflicts that
 



-34­

eventually ignited the war. In Durham's (1979:169-170) own
 

words:
 

...competition for land (in both El Salvador
 
and Honduras) is not a simple density-dependent
 
process. Indeed, evidence in each case-suggests
 
that competition does not occur so much among
 
peasants as between peasants and large landowners.
 
In El Salvador, the rural poor continue to be ex­
cluded from more than 60 percent of the nation's
 
flattest and more fertile lands... In Honduras,
 
similarly, access to land has been sharply affected
 
by competiton between large landowners and small
 
farmers. Particularly since World War II, the
 
growing demand for land by the large commercial
 
farmers has often meant a reduction in the lands
 
available to campesinos... In both countries,
 
population growth contributes to and intensifies the
 
scarcity of resources - but it cannot be said to
 
determine them.
 

He continues by noting that Salvadorian emigration to Honduras
 

did contribute to the intensification of land competition between
 

peasants and large landowners in that country. The expulsion
 

of Salvadorian peasants from Honduras and the ensuing war
 

occurred when the dominant classes in Honduras managed to use the
 

migrants as convenient scapegoats for underlying social pressures.
 

Durham also observes that if the average population growth rate
 

prevailing in El Salvador in 1977 were to remain in effect up to
 

the year 2,000 "the population factor could conceivably surpass
 

the distribution factor" as the principal determinant of land
 

scarcity (Durham, 1979:50), and presumably of emigration.
 

An analysis of social and economic institutions of
 

the island of Dominica by Welch (1968) also concludes that struc­

tural factors interact with population variables to influence the
 

level of emigration from some Caribbean islands. Welch found that
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unequal access to land and few employment opportunities 
on
 

the island were more crucial expulsion factors 
than population
 

growth. A more rational land tenure system and some degree 
of
 

industrialization, she claims, would induce most 
Dominicans to
 

stay at home.
 

In short, evidence from studies made in different 
regions
 

of Latin America suggest that under certain 
conditions high rates
 

of natural increase may exacerbate structural problems 
and inten­

sify economic imbalances that bring about international 
migration.
 



SOME MIGRANT CHARACTERISTICS
 

The paucity of detailed studies about intra-regional
 

international migrants in the region, and more specifically, the
 

almost complete lack of information about migrants to and from
 

some countries, preclude reaching definite conclusions about the
 

Prior studies about internal
characteristics of the migrants. 


migrants in Latin America (see Simmons et al., 1977) and a limited
 

number of studies specifically focusing on international migration,
 

however, provide enough ground to derive some idea as to what may
 

be some of the characteristics of the most "typical" migrants.
 

By far, the more common type of migrant, as suggested
 

by the data to be reviewed below, appears to be a young, unmarried,
 

poorly educated, and unskilled male of rural origin who illegally
 

moves into a country, often bordering on the region where he was
 

born, in search of work. At first, he usually leaves his country
 

for a short period of time, but eventually settles in his new
 

country. Frequently, he ends up residing in a large metropolitan
 

center where he is employed in poorly paid occupations.which re­

quire few skills.
 

At the other extreme, a migrant may be described who is
 

somewhat older, better educated, with specialized skills, from
 

an urban background, and who enters the recipient country legally.
 

He has a family and leaves his country motivated by high aspiration
 

levels which he cannot fulfill at hoMe. At times, he emigrates
 

for political reasons. These migrants are far fewer in number and
 

closely resemble brain drain migrants to the developed countries.
 



-37-


In between these two extreme types of migrants,
 

obviously, many other types of migrants with differing character­

istics may be found. A brief review of some of the evidence
 

that led to the above characterizations is presented below.
 

AGE
 

The most common generalization made about migrants
 

is that they tend to be young. Confirmation for this consistent
 

finding is provided by data for internal and international migrants.
 

Intra-regional international migrants in Latin America are no
 

exception. Census data for Argentina and Venezuela, the two
 

principal recipients of migrants from neighboring countries in
 

South America show that 50 percent or more of the recent mi­

grants are in the most productive ages, 15 to 39 years (Morales
 

Vergara, 1974; Heras et al., 1978; Chen and Picouet, 1979).
 

A similar age selectivity has been recorded in Central American
 

and Caribbean censuses (Allman and May, 1979; CELADE, 1977).
 

Small scale surveys in areas of Argentina where immigrants from
 

Chile and Bolivia concentrate (Oficina Sectorial de Desarrollo
 

de Recursos Humanos, circa 1973) and interviews with illegal
 

immigrants in deportation centers in the Venezuela-Colombia bor­

der (Colombia: Ministerio de Trabajd y Sequridad Social, 1979;
 

Diocesis de Cucuta, 1978) show that few of the migrants had
 

reached their 30th.birthday at the time they arrived in the
 

country of destination.
 

A preponderance of young adults is to be expected in
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migratory flows given well-known cultural, social, and economic 

factors that induce higher geographical mobility - even across 

international borders - among individuals with fewer family 

obligations, physical assets, etc. In some countries, as noted 

earlier, moving from home to seek better fortune in urban places
 

or foreign lands has even become an internalized pattern of be­

havior for young people upon reaching working age.
 

Selectivity by age, however, is not a constant. Pecu­

liarities associated with specific intra-regional migration 

streams affect the age distribution of the migrant population. 

Age distributions of intra-regional international migrants who 

left their homelands because of social and political problems, 

such as many Uruguayan migrants in Argentina (Petruccelli, no 

date), include more younger and older people than a typical 

migrant age structure. The same situation is found with Brazil­

ian colonizers in rural Paraguay (Braido, 1972). In both cases, 

it appears that family and marital status of the migrants 

affect the shape of the age structure. Migration flows charac­

terized by a predominance of highly skilled individuals, such 

as Argentinian born migrants in Venezuela , have older age struc­

tures than unskilled Colombian migrants moving to the same coun­

try. The time required to acquire an education undoubtedly 

contributes to this differential. 

The passing of time, however, has a marked effect on
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the age distribution of migrants. The shape of the age distri­

bution even suggests how recent the migration may have been.
 

Migrant communities of old standing usually have older average
 

ages than those just established. In Argentina in 1970, for
 

instance, Brazilian and Uruguayan migrant communities had median
 

ages of 47.7 and 49.7 years respectively, while the Bolivian,
 

Chilean and Paraguayan communities had median ages of 33.3, 35.7,
 

and 34.1 years in that same order (Morales Vergara, 1974). The
 

signi.ficantly lower median ages of the migrants from the latter
 

group of countries indicate the continuous arrival of new groups
 

of migrants.
 

SEX
 

The sex composition of a migratory stream depends on a
 

complex interplay of social, cultural, and economic factors.
 

One of the most important determinants may be the demand for
 

certain occupations in receiving countries, especially if these
 

occupations are culturally sex-selective. Another important
 

factor is the time that has passed since the migratory flow was
 

established.
 

Since most international migrations respond to economic
 

motives - securing employment or better returns for ones labor ­

it follows that the structure of employment opportunities in
 

the country of destination plays a major role in pulling migrants
 

with certain characteristics from the existing labor pool. Labor
 

demand is not indifferent to work content. Many occupations by
 

force of tradition or cultural definition have been seen as the
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preserve of a given sex. Occupational sex-typing is a complex phe­

nomenon and significant variations are found from one country
 

to the next. For example, cane cutting is an occupation from
 

which women have been excluded in most countries of the Carib­

bean basin; therefore, most migrants from Haiti to the Dominican
 

Republic who legally or illegally work in the sugar fields are
 

males (Marino Hernandez, 1973). In contrast, in the sugar re­

gions of Argentina - the provinces of Salta and Jujuy - male
 

Bolivian migrants work shoulder-to-shoulder with their wives
 

and other female relatives (Conteris, 1970). It may be assumed
 

that females in the Bolivian migration stream are better re­

presented than among the Haitian laborers in the Dominican Repub­

lic.
 

That is not to say that certain common patterns have
 

not been detected. In general, it is found that men tend to
 

clearly dominate migration streams oriented towards rural regions
 

with a high demand for agricultural laborers. This conclusion
 

is supported by reports from many countries. Among illegal
 

Colombian migrants deported from Venezuela, for example, it is
 

(Didone,
consistently found that almost all rural laborers are men 


Women tend to be better re­1979; Diocesis de Cucuta, 1978). 


presented in international migration streams flowing towards
 

urban centers where, for instance, the demand for domestic ser­

vants is strong. This is the case in Buenos Aires where a
 

significant percentage of migrant women from Paraguay and Boli­

via are employed in that capacity (Carron et al., 1976). This
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tendency for the number of women to be better represented in ur­

ban concentrations has also been noted by Pi Hugarte (1979a) in
 

small towns of Eastern Ecuador. He found that in small towns in
 

this region 28.1 percent of the Colombian migrants were women as
 

opposed to only 4 percent in the overall current in this predomi­

nantly rural area. He accounts for the difference by noting that
 

the demand for female workers in small towns - waitresses, seam­

stresses, prostitutes - is considerably greater than in the rural
 

sector proper.
 

The length of time migrants have been settled in the
 

host country may also have an important effect in determining the
 

sex composition of a community of international migrants. More
 

often than not, single, unattached men "pioneer" migratory flows.
 

After awhile, they may bring along other relatives, a bride, or
 

enter into a consensual arrangement. The availability of mates
 

and the frequency of inter-marriage with natives of the recipient
 

country may lead to changes in the sex composition of the subse­

quent waves of migrants. Over eighty percent of a small sample
 

of married Chilean migrants who arrived in Bariloche, Argentina
 

before their spouses indicated that they had reached their des­

(Rissech and
tinations at least a year before their spouses 


Rodriguez, circa 1973:48). The late arriving spouses in all
 

cases were females. The effect of the passage of time on the age
 

composition of an international migration stream can also be
 

In 1961, the sex ratio of
illustrated with data from Venezuela. 


the enumerated Colombian population was 110.0; by 1971, it had
 

dropped to 88.4 (Morales Vergara, 1974).
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Finally, other factors, varying in importance 
depend­

ing on the characteristics of the migration 
in question, in-


Some of these factors are the
 fluence the sex composition. 


age and marital status of the migrants 
and whether the migrants
 

Brazilian colonizers in Para­arrive alone or in family groups. 


guayan frontier areas tend to settle accompanied 
by their fami­

lies; hence, the sex composition of these migrants 
shows a
 

more balanced sex distribution (Braido, 
1972).
 

FAMILY CHARACTERISTICS 

Few definite conclusions can be reached regarding the 

family characteristics of intra-regional 
migrants in Latin Amer-


Some studies suggest that in parts of the 
region a majority


ica. 


of migrants are unattached and arrive 
alone, while in other sec­

tions many migrants are married (including 
consensual arrange­

ments) and may or may not migrate with 
their families. Evi­

dently, the age of the migrants has an 
important role in their
 

is
 
family statue. The younger the migrant is, the more 

likely he 


to be alone; the proportion of unattached persons 
is usually
 

higher among young seasonal workers, unskilled 
laborers and
 

Conversely, skilled
 
migrants who move for educational purposes. 


workers and professionals are more likely 
to have families and
 

bring them along when migrating.
 

Some fragmentary evidence suggests that 
seasonal workers
 

with access.to subsistence farms migrate 
while their spouses and
 

This situation is reported
tend the family plot.
other relative
s'
 

by Whiteford and Adams (1973) among 
Bolivian seasonal workers
 

(no date 'a') among

who migrate to Argentina and by D. Marshall 
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Haitian laborers in the Bahamas. Other studies indicate that
 

peasant migrants who 6nter a country as colonizers (Braido, 1972;
 

ILO, 1974a) frequently do so with families. Female service work­

ers in urban places of destination countries are more likely to
 

be single and not be in reproductive unions since their occupa­

tion is in many cases incompatible with having personal family
 

obligations.
 

In comparison with other regions of the world, however,
 

intra-regional migration in Latin America may include a greater
 

proportion of family moves. The ILO (1974a), in fact, suggests
 

that family migration is more common in this region than in
 

others such as Europe.
 

EDUCATION
 

When analyzing the levels of educational attainment of 

intra-regional international migrants in Latin America, a fairly 

consistent pattern emerges: most migrants have very low levels 

of education. As may be expected, levels of educational attain­

ment tend to be closely related to the type of migration in ques­

tion. Migrants to regions with a high demand for unskilled labor ­

planting or harvesting in agricultural regions, domestic service, 

or construction work in cities - have low levels of educational 

attainment and include a high proportion of illiterates. This is 

shown by data on migration to Argentina from neighboring countries 

where according to a UNESCO report "disregarding economi.c areas 

or type of migration, the percent of illiterates or poorly 

educated foreign-born persons (from bordering countries) re.,'hes 
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in most cases two-thirds of the migrants" (Marmora, 1976a:l15).
 

The same report notes that female migrants tend to be worse off
 

educationally than their male counterparts. This finding is con­

sistent with observed educational sex differentials among internal
 

migrants in the region, and for Latin American populations generally
 

(Alberts, 1977). Torales (1978) claims that most unskilled rural
 

migrants moving from Colombia to Panama (in the Darien region)
 

have extremely low levels of formal instruction, while the same
 

situation has been reported for Haitian migrants in the Bahamas
 

(D. Marshall, no date 'a').
 

High status international migrants employed as civil
 

servants, officials of multi-national business enterprises, and
 

professionals, as can be surmized, have educational backgrounds
 

very different from those of unskilled laborers. Migrants to
 

Venezuela from various countries in the Southern Cone are distri­

buted more heavily in those occupations requiring lengthy periods
 

of formal training (Kritz and Gurak, 1979). Data on immigration
 

from Andean countries into Ecuador show a high occupational
 

selectivity among migrants entering legally (OAS, 1974:29).
 

OCCUPATION
 

The fact that a great many of the international intra­

regional migrants in Latin American hold occupations requiring
 

few skills should not come as a surprise after having reviewed
 

characteristics such as their age and educational background.
 

International migrants, whether in rural areas or cities of Latin
 

America tend to occupy less desirable and lower paid jobs. Bolivian,
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Chilean, and Paraguayan migrants to Argentina, temporary as
 

well as permanent, are usually employed in occupations like
 

rural laborers or petty traders or, as in the case of many women,
 

domestic servants (Carron et al., 1976). Migration streams to
 

urban areas have less skewed occupational distributions since
 

they include a great many students and more skilled workers.
 

Skilled laborers in rural areas of Argentina may range from as
 

low as one percent among temporary migrants in the sugar regions
 

of Salta and Jujuy to as high as thirty-three percent among
 

permanent migrants in these same regions (M~rmora, 1976a:135).
 

The Argentinian data suggest that migrants who arrived earlier
 

tend to be doing better occupationally.
 

Similar patterns of occupational distribution for rural
 

migrants have been reported for other countries. For example,
 

over eighty percent of a group of Colombian male migrants deported
 

from Ecuador during part of 1977 and all of 1978 were either
 

agricultural workers or laborers (Pi Hugarte, 1979a). The women
 

did not fare much better: of those emplyed, sixty-one percent
 

were in domestic service, the most concentrated occupational group.
 

Durham (1979) cites evidence of Salvadorian refugees returning
 

home from Honduras after the 1969 Soccer War indicating that about
 

eighty percent had worked as rural laborers or had worked -he land
 

by themselves as renters, owners, or squatters. Haitian migrants
 

in the Caribbean (D. Marshall, no date 'a'; and Marino Hernandez,
 

1973) and seasonal workers throughout Central (CSUCA/PCCC, 1978)
 

and South America (ILO, 1974a) also cluster in agricultural occupa­

tions.
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There is evidence suggesting, however, that increasing
 

numbers of unskilled migrants are reaching urban areas of receiving
 

countries. This shift in the destination of migrants - now intensi­

fying but apparently on a gradual increase for some years - and, thus,
 

in the occupational insertion of migrants in destination coun­

tries, has been reported hy Carr6n et al., (1976), and other ana­

lysts of limitrophe migration into Argentina. The data on occupa­

tional distribution for migrants in Venezuela shown in Table 3 of
 

this report suggests that a similar development is taking place
 

in this country.
 

Migrants who left their countries as a result of social
 

or political problems (exiles, refugees) appear to have more favor­

able occupational structures than other international migrants
 

within Latin America. It was noted earlier that Kritz and Gurak
 

(1979) observed a tendency for considerable occupational selectivity
 

among Argentinian, Chilean, and Uruguayan migrants to Venezuela
 

during the 1960's and 1970's. Marked occupational selectivity
 

among economically active Cuban exiles in Costa Rica has been re­

ported by Schmidt (1979) in her analysis of the 1963 Costa Rican
 

census.
 

It would seen) in conclusion, that most intra-regional
 

international migrants in Latin America are employed in low skilled,
 

agricultural labor. A growing number of migrants are employed
 

in low skilled urban occupations, while a relatively small num­

ber of migrants, some of them political exiles and refugees, can
 

be found in highly skilled slots of the occupational structures of
 

receiving countries.
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LEGAL STATUS
 

The distribution of intra-regional migrants by legal
 

status seems to be characterized by high irregularity. There is
 

a dearth of reliable and up-to-date information on this issue, but
 

some sense of the situation can be obtained from selected sources.
 

The ratio of legal migrants to total migrants appears
 

to be low. Results of surveys conducted by the Oficina Sectorial
 

de Desarrollo de Recursos Humanos in Argentina during the early
 

1970's, summarized by A. Marshall (1979a:16), indicate that the
 

percent of "clandestine entrances" (migrants who entered the c un­

try without valid documents, such as visas or work permits, whether
 

short or long term) was low, fluctuating between 2 and 8 percent
 

of all entrances. This was not the case with the percentage of
 

"illegal permanent migrants" (employed without work permits but
 

who entered the country with a valid visa, with expired work per­

mits, etc.) as from 20 to 60 percent of all migrants were in this
 

category. More importantly, only about five percent of the immi­

grants surveyed had entered the country legally on a permanent
 

basis, although these percentages increased over time as clandestine
 

and illegal migrants formalized their status by taking advantage
 

of amnesty decrees. In urban areas, A. Marshall reports, the per­

cent of migrants with an illegal status was lower than in the
 

countryside.
 

Richer detail on the legal status of the migrants can be
 

obtained from the various regional surveys. Among Bolivian
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migrants working in the tobacco regions of Northern Argentina,
 

for instance, 20 percent had entered the country with tourist
 

These visas did not entitle them to work.
 or transit visas. 


About 52 percent had come into Argentina as "braceros" or under
 

The rest were clandestine
other types of temporary work permits. 


entrances or were not asked any documentation when crossing the
 

At the time of the survey, over two-thirds of the mi­border. 


grants had legalized their status (Villar, 1973a:41-43). Most
 

of the temporary workers, importantly, had been recruited by the
 

firm for which they first worked in Argentina. The failure of
 

these firms to repatriate the temporary workers, as they were
 

required to do, appears to be at least partly responsible for
 

the permanent stay of these laborers in the country (Villar,
 

1973a:42).
 

The patterns of legal status shown by other local sur­

veys confirm that most migrants reached Argentina in unorthodox
 

(Oficina Sectorial de Desarrollo de Recursos Humanos, circa
 ways 


1973). Observed variations from locality to locality probably
 

reflect the nature of specific migratory flows and the character­

istics of the migrants themselves. The percent of Chilean migrants
 

who arrived in Argentina with tourist visas, for example, 
was
 

reported to be much higher than among the Bolivians (Pav6n and
 

Among the latter,
Rodrrguez, 1973; Rissech and Rodr:guez, 1973). 


as shown above, the percentage of temporary workers is highest.
 

Differences in-educational and occupational characteristics 
of
 

both groups of migrants can go a long way towards explaining 
these
 

divergent patterns.
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In other countries, the situation is not much different.
 

Mgrmora (1975) claims that in Ecuador and Honduras over 50 percent
 

of the migrants do not have the proper documentation. Arbelaez
 

(1977) roughly estimates that for every Colombian legal migrant
 

entering Venezuela between 1963 and 1973,.at least two, and possi-


Most
bly more, moved into Venezuela illegally to work there. 


Haitian migrants in the Dominican Republic entered the country
 

surreptitiously (Marino Hern~ndez, 1973); the bulk of the Bahamian
 

In
immigrants from Haiti are illegal (D. Marshall, no date 'a'). 


the view of the ILO (1974a), South American governments as a whole
 

consider that between 80 to 90 percent of intra-regional migrations
 

are illegal.
 

There is some evidence suggesting that migrants of
 

different educational/occupational strata differ in the way they
 

The fact that the percent of
enter the country of destination. 


legal entries among more skilled and professional workers is
 

higher is demonstrated by census data for some countries and by
 

a recent study on immigration to Venezuela (Sassen-Koob, 1979).
 

This finding would suggest that political refugees usually enter
 

recipient countries legally, or that at least, they can adjust
 

their status without great difficulties. Data from small samples
 

of illegal Colombian migrants in Venezuela also show that ille­

gal migrants of different skill levels have a tendency to enter
 

the country using dissimilar approaches. The more skilled mi­

grants enter with legally obtained tourist visas, but overstay
 

http:1973,.at
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their visit and obtain a job while attempting to legalize their
 

stay. Less-qualified illegal entrants arrive in Venezuela with­

out any legal visa (Didone, 1979).
 



CONSEQUENCES OF INTRA-REGIONAL INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
 

Empirical evidence on the consequences of intra-regional
 

sparse. A few available surveys
migration in Latin America is 


can be used to make limited inferences about how migrants 
have
 

fared in the countries of destination. In general, these surveys
 

show that migrants tend to be worse off than the natives 
in re­

ceiving countries. A majority of them have low paying and less
 

few receive social services and they tend to live
 desirable jobs; 


The plight of the illegal migrants is,
in sub-standard housing. 


as may be expected, considerably worse than that of the 
legal mi-


The latter, in many cases, especially with the passage of
 grant. 


time, closely approximates living conditions similar to those en­

joyed by natives in his own social class.
 

The evidence reviewed below indicates that the illegal
 

migrant is an unskilled, uneducated worker who lacks 
human and
 

labor rights taken for granted by citizens and legal 
residents of
 

He is exploited and abused by employers who
 the host country. 


But, as some observers
take advantage of his precarious status. 


point out, these conditions are acceptable to many 
migrants, since,
 

first, some only intend to stay temporarily, and secondly, 
and
 

perhaps more important, their conditions in receiving countries,
 

as poor as they may be, are better than what they 
had in their
 

own country. International migrants, like internal migrants, pre­

sumably base their decision on whether or not to 
move on the
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basis of a rational calculus that permits them to evaluate
 

potential costs and benefits. The move into a new country, then,
 

is a way in which the migrant maximizes the returns of his labor.
 

Other aggregate level studies evaluate a limited number
 

of consequences of migration with empirical data. Typically,
 

these studies consider how demographic and macro-ecoriomic variables
 

are affected by international migration in the sending and receiv­

ing countries.
 

Finally, plausible, but unproven, consequences of intra­

regional international migration have been postulated by certain
 

authors. A number of these assumed consequences have been stated
 

with reference to emigration from the region to developed countries,
 

but they are also applicable to migrations taking place within
 

Latin America. When dealing with intra-regional migrations, ana-­

ysts often implicitly or explicitly assume that beneficial or detri­

mental consequences for countries of emigration tend to have the
 

opposite effect in receiving countries. A brief review of these
 

studies follows.
 

CHANGES IN THE SIZE, COMPOSITION, AND GROWTH RATE OF THE POPULATION
 

Migration has immediate and long-term consequences on
 

The most
the size and composition of a country's population. 


immediate effect occurs through the addition or subtraction of
 

members of the population, and over the long term, through the
 

changes that migration, usually selective of specific sex and age
 

groups, produces on fertility levels.
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Figures on the approximate magnitude of migration within
 

Latin America were reviewed earlier; they give a relative idea of
 

its importance in affecting population size in sending and receiv­

ing countries. In most countries of the region, the importance
 

of intra-regional migration on population size appears to be
 

moderate, never exceeding, according to the latest censuses, three
 

percent of the total population of the receiving countries (Kritz
 

and Gurak, 1979). Five countries - Argentina, Honduras, Panama,
 

Paraguay, and Venezuela - record the greatest percentages of
 

foreign-born of Latin American origin. In other countries, the
 

percentage of immigrants from Latin America is consideribly lower.
 

In absolute numbers, again according to census data, the most siz­

able communities of Latin American migrants are found in Argen­

tina and Venezuela. It is certain, however, that the number of
 

migrants of Latin American origin in some countries is much larger
 

than what is suggested by censuses, particularly in countries
 

where the number of undocumented migrants is substantial, or where
 

more recent migrations have occurred.
 

At a less aggregate level, however, the impact of immi­

gration on population size and composition is magnified since
 

intra-regional migrants concentrate in specific areas. Migrants
 

from limitrophe countries have a tendency to settle in regions
 

near the home country or in capital cities of host countries, such
 

as Caracas and Buenos Aires. Close to 15 percent of the Latin
 

American immigrants enumerate in the 1970 Argentinian census were
 

residing in Buenos Aires (Carron et al., 1976:34). Almost 30
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percent of these immigrants were living in the province of Buenos
 

Aires and the balance were concentrated in a few other pr'jvinces.
 

The concentration of limitrophe migrants in the Buenos Aires re­

gion, however, closely resembles that of the Argentinian popula­

tion. In 1961, over 75 percent of Colombians residing in vene­

zuela were established in areas bordering the home country (Carron,
 

1979a).
 

In some countries, emigration has had a dramatic impact
 

on population size. It has been estimated, for example, that in
 

just the five years between 1970 and 1975, 124,700 Uruguayans emi­

rated to Argentina (de Sierra, 1971:11). Between 1963 and 1975,
 

the country lost about 10 percent of the population that would
 

have been expected by the latter year according to projections
 

based on the 1963 census (de Sierra, 1977:1). Arbelaez (1977)
 

concluded that over half-a-million Colombians emigrated to Vene­

zuela (441,831) and Ecuador (74,127) during the years 1963-73.
 

Impressionistic evidence on Colombian emigration to Venezuela
 

during the same period suggests that the volume was much higher
 

(SENALDE and Colombia: Ministerio de Trabajo, 1976a). By 1973,
 

over 470,000 Paraguayans may have been living in Argentina, al­

though other figures suggest that the number may have been con­

siderably higher (Gillespie and Browning, 1979). Whatever the
 

correct figure, it appears that about 15 percent of Paraguay's
 

population was living outside the country at that time. These
 

percentages approximate or exceed Segal's (1975a) estimated per­

cent of the Caribbean population that has emigrated to the developed
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countries. He estimates that about three million migrants left
 

the Caribbean between 1950 and the early 1970's, or about 10 per­

cent of the population of this sub-region.
 

The population growth rate of sending countries can
 

be substantially affected by migration. In Uruguay, the population
 

growth rate declined to 0.5 percent during the period of most
 

intense emigration, although the rate of natural increase, 1.3,
 

was over twice as large. Haitian statisticians estimate that in
 

recent years emigration has accounted for a decrease in the coun­

try's population growth rate of half of one percent (Personal
 

communication).
 

The delayed effects that migration can have on vital
 

processes are well known. In Colombia, just to cite one example,
 

at least 150,000 women of reproductive age, and probably many
 

more, are believed to have left the country between 1964 and
 

1973 (Arbelaez, 1977). The emigration of these women is certain
 

to have contributed to the declining fertility trend observed at
 

that time, and should manifest itself in future years as the
 

fertility contributions of smaller birth cohorts will, other
 

variables held constant, lead to lower levels of the birth rate.
 

The effects of immigration, naturally, are the oppo­

site of those of emigration on population size and growth rates.
 

The specific impact will depend, among other factors, on the
 

volume of migration and the size of the population of the receiv­

ing country.
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CHANGES IN EMPLOYMENT AND WAGE RATES
 

Since most sending countries in Latin America have high
 

unemployment and underemployment rates, migration to other countries
 

should contribute to their reduction. In Paraguay, for instance,
 

an ILO study (cited in Gillespie and Browning, 1979) concluded
 

that 34 percent of the labor force in Asuncidn and 31 percent of
 

the labor force in rural areas of the country were underutilized.
 

Without the departure of close to 15 percent of the employment
 

age population, the rate of labor underutilization would have
 

been much higher. In spite of heavy emigration from Uruguay,
 

the unemployment rate in the country remained at a fairly sta­

tionary livel between 1965 and 1974; but, in the absence of
 

emigration the situation would have been much worse.
 

It is logical to assume that migrants have a beneficial
 

impact in receiving countries since they provide needed labor. This
 

certainly seems to be the case in countries experiencing rapid
 

rates of economic growth. Venezuela during most of the 1970's and
 

Argentina before 1950 (Carr6n, 1977) exemplify fast growing econo­

mies which drew migrants from neighboring countries since their
 

own labor forces were unable to provide sufficient manpower.
 

Under other conditions, it is less certain what con­

sequences immigration may have in receiving economies. A
 

charge frequently made is that immigration tends to displace
 

native labor or create an excess labor situation with detrimental
 

effects on wage levels, thus forcing the natives to compete
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with immigrants willing to work for lower pay. 
Existing evidence
 

tends to partially validate these arguments, although some ana­

lysts claim that migrants are seldom in direct competition with
 

the natives. 
Survey data obtained from immigrants in Argentina
 

(Oficina Sectorial de Desarrollo de Recursos Humanos, circa 1973),
 

and from undocumented immigrants deported from Venezuela to
 

Colombia (Colombia:. Ministerio de Trabajo y de Seguridad Social,
 

1979) show that migrant workers frequently do not receive fringe
 

benefits and other social benefits 
(i.e., vacations, sick leave,
 

etc.) to which workers in these countries are entitled by law.
 

Some sources suggest that migrant workers, especially if un­

documented, are paid less than the natives. 
In either case, mi­

grants would seem hot only to be at a disadvantage, but to
 

unfairly compete with natives for jobs.
 

Some analysts believe, on the other hand, that the pos­

tulated negative effects of immigration on employment and wage
 

levels are exaggerated since immigrants are not employed in
 

occupations prefered by natives. 
According to this view, most
 

migrants enter occupations not acceptable to natives because
 

of their low status, difficult working conditions, or low levels
 

of pay. The reasons why some immigration economies have developed
 

a capacity to absorb 
large numbers of foreign workers in low 

pay, low skill occupations - even under conditions of slow or 

non-economic growth - have been addressed by various analysts of
 

intra-regional migrations in Latin America. 
They feel that
 

the fundamental reason is economic, but they offer somewhat
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different interpretations of the mechanisms that sustain the
 

The main argument states that as long as labor 
is
 

situation. 


cheaper than other factors of production, entrepeneurs 
will have
 

A. Marshall (1979a) believes this
 no incentive to replace it. 


to be the reason why technologically flexible 
industries (i.e.,
 

construction), may prefer to rely on outmoded 
labor-intensive
 

production methods rather than to adopt more 
modern capital-


The inter­
intensive techniques at a relatively higher 

cost. 


pretation reached by Carr6n and his associates (1976) is simi­

lar but suggests, in addition, that the very 
survival of un­

economical, inefticient industries is at stake, since without
 

access to cheap foreign labor they could not 
compete in the
 

n et al. based their con­marketplace. Both Marshall and Carr
6


clusions on the analysis of the Argentinian 
economy, a diver­

sified economy highly atypical of those found 
in most Latin
 

American countries.
 

(1976) and Glaessel-Brown
Corten and his associates 


(1979), however, arrive at somewhat similar conclusions 
when
 

analyzing the emigration of Haitian laborers 
to the Dominican
 

more typical of Latin America. The

Republic - an economy 

Dominican Republic imports thousands of Haitian 
cane cutters
 

every year. Yet, paradoxically, it is itself a country which
 

These analysts

sends hundreds of thousands of emigrants abroad. 


believe that migration from Haiti persists because 
the sugar
 

industry can use the migrants as a cushion against 
unpredictable
 

oscillations in prices and demand for sugar on 
the international
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markets. The alternative would be to invest heavily in labor­

saving equipment, since contractions in demand would 
then be
 

But, since manpower
absorbed by idle machines rather than men. 


can be obtained at a lower price and does not require 
tying up
 

large sums of capital, archaic production techniques 
survive and
 

no efforts are made to modernize the harvesting of sugar 
cane.
 

Since the illegal status of many migrants places them 
at a dis­

tinct disadvantage as far as remuneration and job protection 
are
 

concerned, Glaessel-Brown and Corten and his associates 
suggest
 

that it is to the benefit of the employers to maintain the mi­

grant workers in their illegal situation. Glaessel-Brown, however,
 

also indicates that cane cutting is a very unappealling 
occupation
 

for Dominicans for a variety of cultural and economic reasons. 
Due
 

to these causes, it has been suggested that in rural areas
 

of the Dominican Republic, there are serious manpower shortages
 

at harvest time which Haitian migrants fill.
 

Seasonal or temporary migrations, as opposed to long­

term or permanent migrations, allow underemployed workers in 
many
 

various countries
countries to supplement their income. Evidence from 


suggests that it is not uncommon for seasonal migrants to origi­

areas where the incidence of minifundios is high. Cash
 nate in 


income earned in seasonal occupations is used by these migrants
 

to supplement the subsistence product of the minifundios. Sea­

sonal Haitian migration to the Dominican Republic is typical of
 

It is also reported to be preva­this phenomenon (Corten, 1976). 


lent among Bolivian seasonal migrants going into Argentina (White­
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ford and Adams, 1973) and may also characterize seasonal workers
 

from Guatemala who go to Mexico to work in the tobacco harvest
 

(Bataillon and Lebot, 1976). Seasonal migrants at times take
 

advantage of different harvesting cycles to work both on their
 

own subsistence plots and in other countries, or, if the above is
 

not feasible, they may leave their minifundios in the charge of
 

friends or relatives while they are working abroad.
 

Temporary demand for unskilled labor in urban areas of Ar­

gentina, as A. Marshall (1979b),suggests, -usually centers in industries
 

which depend on "floating" labor surpluses and that accomodlte
 

their labor input to their productive cycles, in part by expanding
 

and/or contracting the use of foreign temporary workers. The
 

increase in migration from neighboring countries to Venezuela follow­

ing the implementation of an expanded development plan in the mid­

1970's displays similar characteristics. It has caused a sudden
 

demand for unskilled labor as capital investments in the manu­

facturing and construction sectors have soared (Sassen-Koob, 1979).
 

Future analysis will tell whether the increased demand for labor
 

will be satisfied by workers permanently settling in Venezuela
 

or by workers originating in neighboring countries who move
 

back and forth - or circulate - in response to short-term labor
 

market fluctuations. Some of these foreign workers, as in Argentina,
 

may migrate within the receiving country in response to differen­

tial employment opportunities in rural and urban areas.
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It may be postulated that a removal of a portion of the
 

labor force through emigration should reduce the downward pressure
 

on wages. However, under the labor market conditions faced by
 

most Latin American sending countries, heavily saturated with an
 

excess of unemployed and underemployed workers, the effect of
 

emigration on the wage rate is likely to be imperceptible. Only
 

in countries with exceptionally low open unemployment rates for
 

the region might this consequence of emigration be substantial.
 

Analysis of the effects of emigration on the composition
 

of the labor force reveals that the beneficial consequences postu­

lated at the aggregate level may weaken when considering selected
 

skill levels. For a variety of reasons, the composition of the
 

skilled labor market for Latin American sending countries does
 

not match the structure of the economy. Some highly skilled and
 

professional occupations are saturated while others have a defi­

cit (Mgrmora, 1979). Petras (1978) notes that throughout the
 

Caribbean, shortages and surpluses of labor co-exist. Emigration
 

of individuals with specified educational and occupational
 

characteristics may contribute to further labor imbalances in
 

the economy of the sending country, thus hindering its develop­

ment. The emigration of large numbers of skilled professionals
 

from Argentina, Chile, and Uruguay to other Latin American coun­

tries - "intra-regional brain drain" - and from countries in 

the region to the developed world - "external brain drain" ­

and its implications for the future development of sending 

countries are notorious examples. 
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Emigration, in a sense, entails a considerable cost
 

which the sending society has to pay. Emigrants tend to be
 

young entrants into the labor force who have been reared, and if
 

educated, at the expense of their country of birth, but who
 

leave after only a few years of economic activity or even be­

fore they Make any contribution to the country's well-being.
 

The costs to the sending society obviously vary depending on
 

the length and complexity of the training received by the mi­

grant; Petrucelli and Fortuna (1976), for instance, estimate
 

that Uruguay looses about $20,000 total per trained professional
 

who emigrates. Other costs, of an indirect nature are also in­

curred by the country over the long run.
 

REMITTANCES
 

Another important consequence of migration often noted
 

in the literature is wealth transfers from receiving to sending
 

countries. Remittances are assumed to have a negative effect
 

in receiving economies since they represent a siphoning away of
 

wealth generated in these countries. This perspective, however,
 

ignores the fact that the migrants themselves contribute to the
 

generation of wealth. There is not sufficient information at the
 

present time to elucidate how remittances affect the economies
 

of sending and receiving countries in the region or even to
 

establish with some degree of certainty how important they are.
 

What little evidence there is, even concerning such simple facts
 

as whether remittances are significant, is conflicting. Some
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studies suggest that remittances from intra-regional migrants are
 

substantial, while others show them to be unimportant.
 

With data from a survey of Haitian men employed in a gov­

ernment department in Nassau, Bahamas, it was estimated that each
 

of about .0,000 migrants sent home 300 dollars a year (D. Marshall,
 

no date 'a'),, or a total of three million dollars, a consider­

able sum for a country the size of the Bahamas. About five per­

cent of the Haitian gross national product (GNP) comes directly
 

from the remittances emigrants send home (Allman and May, 1979:12).
 

This estimate, it should be noted, also includes remittances from
 

Haitian emigrants in the developed countries. Remittances are a
 

very important feature of the economic life of many other Caribbean
 

countries, although as in Haiti, most remittances originate outside
 

the region. Barbados, for example, received 10.4 million dollars
 

in remittances in 1970. Some of these monies came from places
 

such as Curacao and Trinidad (Ebanks, 1975a:35).
 

Colombian migrants to Venezuela also seem to be able
 

to save enough mcney to take or send back to Colombia. Ninety
 

percent of a group of Colombian undocumented migrants to be
 

deported from Venezuela reported that they had remained in the
 

latter country in order to send remittances back home or to
 

accumulate sufficient savings before returning to Colombia
 

(Diocesis de Cucuta, 1978). Other results from this survey and
 

from a survey of deported Colombians taken some months later by
 

the Colombian Ministerio de Trabajo y Seguridad Social (1979)
 

indicate that most migrants are able to save enough money to
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help support their families or to take back with them whenever
 

they return. It may be safely assumed that many millions of
 

dollars are involved; it is unlikely that their loss may pose
 

a heavy burden to the Venezuelan economy.
 

Other studies, like the surveys of Bolivian immigrants
 

to Argentina sponsored by the Oficina Sectorial de Desarrollo de
 

Recursos Humanos (circa 1973), found that the earnings of the
 

migrants are so exiguous that little of the money they manage
 

to save is sent to Bolivia. The very precarious living standards
 

of the rural Bolivian migrants may help explain their inability
 

to save. This finding, however, only applies to permanent Boli­

vian migrants in Argentina and may not adequately describe the
 

situation of seasonal migrants.
 

Remittances may be used to help support relatives who re­

mained behind, as savings to improve living conditions (housing),
 

or for making long-term investments (purchasing land). Some ob­

servers believe that remittances may not be very beneficial in
 

sending countries, since they may lead to the consumption of non­

essential items (usually purchased abroad), thus hurting the
 

national economy. This consideration may not be relevant to
 

rural migrants who barely manage to earn enough to stay above a
 

subsistence level.
 

A final point worth making is that remittances to send­

ing countries from professional and other highly skilled migrants
 

may not be very significant. Migrants of this type tend to
 

bring their immediate families along with them when emigrating.
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OTHER CONSEQUENCES OF MIGRATION
 

Another important consequence of migration noted by some
 

observers (ILO, 1974a) concerns the corrective influence that
 

limitrophe migrations have had in countries that have experienced
 

accelerated rural-urban migration of their nationals. In the
 

view of the ILO, intra-regional international migration has been
 

an essential element in the economic "take-off" of the wealthier
 

South American countries. This is the case primarily because
 

foreign workers have provided the manpower necessary for agri­

cultural production since a high proportion of the native rural
 

work force has moved to the cities. The same situation has been
 

observed in the Dominican Republic where urban-oriented development
 

has encouraged internal migration to the cities, creating labor
 

shortages on the sugar plantations, easily filled by Haitians.
 

Many sources suggest that limitrophe migrants increase
 

the demand for services in receiving societies. The most visible
 

indication of the problem is perceived to be the slums and shanty
 

towns surrounding Buenos Aires and Caracas where ethnic neighbor­

hoods of Latin American migrants are found (Rochcau, 1976). Sol­

berg (1978:162) cites sources that suggest that at least 250,000
 

Paraguayans reside in "villas miserias" around Buenos Aires.
 

Other sources point out the added costs that receiving countries
 

must face when trying to educate the children of migrants who do
 

not speak or have a poor command of the national language. Some
 

examples are the Portuguese and German-speaking Brazilians
 

entering Paraguay as colonists (Paraguay: Secretarfa Tecnica de
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Planificaci6n and CELADE, 1978), Guarani-speaking Paraguayan
 

and Qhechua-speaking Bolivian immigrants in Argentina (Pedisie,
 

1971), and French (Patua)-speaking Haitians in the Bahamas
 

(A. Marshall, no date 'a').
 

Other evidence suggests that migrants, by concentrating
 

in some sections of a country, may tax the capacity of local
 

health services. According to an informant, over 60 percent of
 

the services provided in the Regional Hospital of Arica (located
 

in Nocthern Chile) were received by Bolivian immigrants. Immi­

grants of low health strata may place added demands on medical
 

and sanitary services, and also may contribute to the appearance
 

and/or spread of health problems. Evidence on the ill effects of
 

international migration on health standards has been suggested by
 

some studies (Marmora, no date).
 

Some authors note that emigration reduces the size of
 

the consumer market in sending countries (Filgueira, Veiga, and
 

with negative consequences for
Petruccelli, 1978;) 


Alegre further asserts that emigration
economic development. 


contributes to the rise in the per capita cost of providing cer­

tain services. Other observers, such as Filgueira (1978),
 

Patterson (1978), and Allman and May (1979) focus on the social
 

costs of emigration and its deleterious effect on impeding social
 

change by reinforcing "the external orientation and chronic 
de­

pendence of these societies on foreign economies" and by stifl'ing
 

"the emergence of altqrnative strategies of development" 
(Patter­

son, 1978:138 ).
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In receiving countries, finally, certain costs are per­

ceived in social terms since immigration by its very nature en­

tails a process of acculturation to the norms and values of
 

the host society. While the evidence on this topic is largely
 

limited to non-objective assessments, it may be presumed that
 

problems with the acculturation of international
 

migrants are more related to their social class than to their
 

national origins, given common cultural and linguistic heritages
 

among many countries in the region. In some countries, however,
 

racial, linguistic, and ethnic differences could also contribute
 

to assimilation problems.
 

This view is supported by a study of migration into
 

Buenos Aires, Argentina in which the adaptation problems of
 

native Argentinians born outside the city and Bolivians and Para­

guayans are compared. While, in general., the Argentinians appear
 

to have become better adapted to the urban environment than the
 

other migrants, they also seem to have endured many of the same
 

problems. Thirty-three percent cf the Argentinians, for example,
 

felt they were discriminated against by the people of Buenos
 

Aires; the percentage of Paraguayans and Bolivians that felt
 

discriminated against by Argentinians were 34 and 31 percent,
 

respectively (Campos and Pi Hugarte, 1973:110). Differences in
 

ethnic/racial characteristics among the migrants (native as well
 

as foreign, many of whom are of indigenous or metizo origin) and
 

Argentinians from Buenos Aires (largely of European descent) may
 

explain at least in part their similar feelings of being discri­

minated.
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Where cultural, racial, or linguistic differences are
 

This
 very marked, more serious difficulties should be expected. 


appears to be the case in the Bahamas where it seems that the
 

French-speaking Haitians encounter grave difficulties in adapting
 

to a country where English is spoken, whereas the English-speaking
 

no date 'a'). Educational
Jamaicans fare better(A. Marshall, 


differences between the two immigrant groups may also 
be involved.
 



INTRA-REGIONAL INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION:
 
PERCEPTIONS AND POLICY ISSUES
 

This section presents a brief review of how Latin
 

American governments perceive and react to international migra­

tion movements. The discussion attempts to focus on evidence
 

concerning population displacements within the region, although
 

information about policy issues relating to migrations between
 

the region and the outside world have been included to facili­

tate presentation. Selective (skilled) immigration and emigra­

tion policies are considered separately as are the policy issues
 

related to unskilled labor migrations. Since the evidence on
 

migration policy is sparse f3r most countries, the review re­

lies heavily on information available from a few countries. De­

spite this shortcoming, it is possible to obtain a generalized
 

view of Latin American perceptions of international migration
 

and how governments have tried to influence it.
 

SELECTIVE IMMIGRATION POLICIES
 

Brazil and every Spanish-speaking Caribbean, Middle
 

and South American country for which pertinent information is
 

available favor the immigration of professional and skilled
 

workers of European stock from outside the region (Torrado,
 

1979a). Presumably, these countries also facilitate and en­

courage selective immigration from countries of the region
 

sharing the same cultural heritage. At the base of this
 

policy is an attempt to remedy "the insufficient local supply
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of particular skills" or an effort "to promote the immigration
 

of skilled laborers as a way of transferring technology from
 

relatively more developed countries" (Torrado, 1979b:430). It
 

is not clear what the policies of the governments in the region
 

are regarding immigration of skilled people from other regions
 

of the world, but there appear to be some cultural biases under­

scoring the preference for European migrants. The preferential
 

policies, however, are not exclusionary since small contingents of
 

Asian migrants - Japanese, in particular - usually with the
 

financial backing of their governments, have entered Argentina,
 

Paraguay, and other countries in recent years.
 

Of all the countries in the Spanish/Portuguese-speaking
 

group, only Argentina claims to desire foreign immigrants for
 

demographic reasons - to populate the country - though, the immi­

gration policies of other countries suggest that they share simi­

lar considerations. Bolivia, Honduras, and Paraguay, in their
 

responses to the United Nations' Third Inquiry among Governments
 

on Population and Development, stated that selective immigration
 

was desirable since it assisted the country's rural development
 

efforts, particularly through the colonization of unexploited
 

rural regions (Torrado, 1979a).
 

Other countries in the reaion where other languages
 

are spoken - in the Caribbean basin - such as Belize, the
 

Bahamas, Suriname, and Guyana, may be partial to selective immi­

gration policies. These countries, in marked contrast with other
 

small republics in this area, have unoccupied territories and
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low population densities and as with other nations, skilled
 

labor is in short supply. The Bahamas for a time allowed
 

foreigners to enter the country freely; 
 after 1967, however,
 

restrictive policies were imposed following the establishment
 

of a nationalistic government (Segal, 1975b). Some discussion
 

of the desirability of selective immigration to Guyana has been
 

noted in the literature (Mandle, 1975).
 

The policies of selective immigration pursued by Latin
 

American countries have not been very successful. Most countries
 

in the region only receive a trickle of skilled migrants. In
 

recent decades only Argentina, Brazil, and Venezuela were
 

successful in enticing large numbers of selected migrants.
 

Thousands of Europeans caine i.nto Argentina (Lattes, 1977),
 

Brazil (Merrick and Graham, 1979), and Venezuela (Chen and Picouet,
 

1979) immediately after the Second World War and during the 1950's.
 

Brazil up to this day 
continues to attract substantial num­

bers of skilled migrants although Argentina does not. Sizable
 

numbers of skilled migrants from Europe, North America, and many
 

Latin American countries have entered Venezuela since the pre­

sent period of economic expansion which began in the mid-1970's
 

(Chen and Picouet, 1979; Sassen-Koob, 1979). The creation of
 

an agency for the recruitment of foreign workers, the signing
 

of labor import agreements between Venezuela and Spain and
 

Portugal, and the implementation of a labor migration agreement
 

among members of the Andean Pact assure that selective immigra­

tion into Venezuela will continue for the foreseeable future
 

(Sassen-Koob, 1979).
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Evidence on selective immigration policies and their
 

results suggest that these policies should be expected to have
 

only limited success in future attempts to entice foreign skilled
 

migrants to Latin American countries, although it is highly
 

likely that selective migration within the region will continue
 

to be important and may even increase. Only Venezuela, now ex-


Ecua­periencing an oil-induced economic boom, Brazil and perhaps 


dor and Argentina may be able to attract skilled immigrants 
from
 

developed countries in and beyond the Western Hemisphere.
 

Latin American countries will continue trying to
 

attract selected groups of immigrants from places not likely to
 

who may be able to pro­have been considered in years past, but 


vide skills in high demand and be willing to settle in sparsely
 

During the 1960's, for example, a few thousand
populated areas. 


Japanese immigrants settled in the Argentinian province of Misiones
 

Japanese and Mennonite colonists (originating
(Solberg, 1978). 


from Canada and Mexico) arrived in Bolivia in 1956 and 1962,
 

Ministerio de Planeamiento
respectively (UNFPA and Bolivia: 


y Coordinacion, 1979). In 1959, Paraguay and Japan entered into
 

an agreement by which 85,000 migrants from the latter country
 

would settle in Paraguay over a 30-year period (Pidoux de
 

Drachemberg, 1975). The well-publized 1979 macabre Jonestown
 

incident in Guyana illustrated the willingness of the country to
 

A recent
accept colonizers from outside its national borders. 


report confirms that Bolivia was considering providing a home
 

30,000 white families from Southern Rhodesia,
for as many as 
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South Africa, and Namibia; more recently, migrants from El
 

Salvador have been authorized to settle in Bolivia (May, 1979).
 

These migrants, presumably, would contribute to the rural develop­

ment of Bolivia since they are skilled in tropical agriculture.
 

But not all countries may be willing or ready to
 

accept large numbers of immigrant colonies. Chile is reported
 

to have refused offers by the Japanese and Rhodesian governments
 

to embark on planned immigration schemes involving their natives.
 

Concern about excessive pressures on already strained facilities and
 

services and political opposition by local groups in Southern
 

Chile fearing a "foreign" takeover were important factors in­

fluencing the negative Chilean response. (Personal communication).
 

SELECTIVE EMIGRATION POLICIES
 

Most countries in the region are opposed to the
 

emigration of professional and skilled workers. Their departure
 

is perceived as negative since other countries will benefit
 

from the training received by these individuals at the expense
 

.of the sending countries, but more importantly because the "know­

how" of the emigrants - often in short supply - will not be avail­

able to aid the socio-economic development of their countries
 

of birth (Torrado, 1979a and Segal, 1975a present representative
 

views).
 

The brain drain problem is serious in most countrieg
 

of the region. Skilled workers emigrate primarily to developed
 

In the
countries, but also to other countries in the region. 


Caribbean, Segal (1975a:ll) notes that "the poorer islands
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export labor to their richer neighbors, and the richer islands
 

export skilled labor to North America, England, and Western
 

Europe". In South America, aside from emigrating to developed
 

countries, "...highly skilled professionals are increasingly
 

forming part of the Cintra-regional migrationj 
streams. The poli­

tical upheavals during the 1960's and 1970's in Chile, Argen­

tina, and Uruguay stimulated considerable out-migration of
 

social scientists and other professionals. Many of the skilled
 

migrants are reported to have entered Venezuela, Mexico, Brazil,
 

and Ecuador, in addition to other countries outside South America"
 

(Kritz and Gurak, 1979:412). Skilled workers'from Perd, Colom­

bia, and the Dominican Republic, to cite other examples, are
 

also reportedly migrating in large numbers to Venezuela. Simi­

larly, tens of thousands of professi6nal, technical, and skilled
 

workers left Cuba over the last two decades. Many of them have
 

settled in Venezuela, Costa Rica, and other Central American
 

countries.
 

The perception of the brain drain problem, however,
 

has seldom resulted in the development of policies with enough
 

"persuasive" power or sufficient incentives to stop or reverse
 

the emigration flows. This may be largely because most govern­

ments in the region regard with disfavor - or even as politically
 

unacceptable - the enforcement of tight emigration regulations.
 

Only Cuba "has taken a firm stand in opposition to selective
 

emigration" (United Nations, 1977a:31) by denying exit permits
 

to skilled applicants. Haiti has reportedly (Torrado, 1979a)
 

imposed legal restrictions on the emigration of skilled personnel,
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though some analysts suggest that it is done not as a popula­

tion policy, but as a "business whereby the Haitian government
 

seeks to extract, whether from the educated elite or the un­

skilled laborer seeking to leave the country, a substantial
 

sum of money" (Segal, 1975b:197). Some countries, like
 

Jamaica, have attempted other measures, such as student bond­

ing, with limited success (Ebanks, 1975b).
 

A few countries, notably Barbados, do not regard emi­

gration of skilled workers as necessarily detrimental. Barba­

dian policy has, for years, stimulated emigration across the
 

board - regardless of skill levels - by providing financial
 

assistance to would-be migrants and by seeking new migration
 

opportunities and destinations. The government is on record as
 

being willing to further emigration by helping those wishing to
 

leave acquire skills in high demand in receiving countries (D.
 

Marshall, 1979). The relatively high educational levels of
 

Barbados' population partly explain this unique position, but
 

other factors have helped shape this policy. Among these are
 

the substantial role played by migrants' remittances in the
 

country's economy and the fact that in spite of reduced fer­

tility, the government "has not been able to solve its unemploy­

ment and underemployment problems" (Ebanks, 1975a:35).
 

Almost every country has made attempts to entice mi­

grants abroad to return home, but not with much success. Ele­

ments of these policies include recruitment of emigrants by pri­

vate and official agencies for job opportunities in sending
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countries, suspension of custom duties for return migrants,
 

and the promise of better salaries and improved working condi­

tions (Andrews, 1975; Torrado, 1979a). These policies, in
 

Latin America and other parts of the developing world, have
 

failed because they are not forcefully pursued or because they
 

fall short of modifying the basic conditions that promote
 

emigration (Glaser, 1978).
 

Policies to influence the levels of emigration of pro­

fessional and skilled workers, in brief, have fared poorly and
 

their consequences have been minimal. Almost without exception,
 

restrictions imposed on immigration by receiving countries have a
 

more pronounced effect in altering the volume and direction
 

of emigration of skilled personnel than policies enacted
 

by sending countries.
 

INTRA-REGIONAL LABOR MIGRATION POLICIES
 

Evaluating governmental perceptions of intra-regional
 

labor migration is difficult since there are strong indications
 

that explicit migration policies do not always agree with, and
 

frequently run counter to, dominant and persistent - yet poorly
 

articulated - patterns of official action. In the first place,
 

policies to influence intra-regional labor migration, with few
 

exceptions, have not been priority items on the agendas of either
 

the sending or receiving countries. Host countries seemed to
 

have developed their immigration policies in a haphazard manner,
 

largely in reaction to short term situations without considering
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long term consequences or the interaction of immigration
 

flows with basic social and economic forces. In other situations,
 

particularly in the case of sending countries, the absence of
 

policies define, by default, an implicit course of action - or
 

inaction - which may be euphemistically taken as a population
 

policy.
 

If any action is taken, the standard approach of
 

governments in the region in coping with the issues posed by
 

limitrophe migrations has been for the receiving country to
 

enact a series of regulations concerning under what conditions
 

foreigners may live in their country or have entered in bilateral
 

labor agreements with sending countries. These agreements seek
 

to regulate migrations mainly by providing to the migrants
 

entry and/or work permits as well as controlling for the num­

ber of individuals admitted in receiving countries, and by
 

protecting the human and labor rights of migrants in host coun­

tries (ILO, 1974b; Matetic, 1972). In essence, the origin of
 

these labor agreements can be traced to different sets of con­

cerns in sending and receiving countries. The principal con­

cern of sending countries is to make every effort to protect
 

the well-being of its citizens while living and working abroad.
 

For receiving countries, the main issue is centered around who
 

enters the country and for what purpose. Preoccupations deal­

ing wilth national security (foreigners encroaching upon the
 

receiving country's frontier areas or refusing to be assimilated
 

by the host culture), or of limited opportunities for their own
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nationals at home has led receiving countries, as a rule, to
 

place heavy emphasis on regulation. Thus, immigration policy has
 

been approached, in a sense, as a police action. Sending countries,
 

on the other hand, have historically taken a more passive stand
 

since they are relatively powerless to influence events and
 

have regarded the emigration of unskilled workers, at least
 

implicitly, as beneficial.
 

Unskilled Labor Immigration Policies
 

At the explicit level, most governments in the region
 

oppose the immigration of unskilled and semi-skilled laborers,
 

especially if it is illegal and uncontrolled. Half of the
 

countries (of a total of 18) included by Torrado (1979a) in her
 

analysis of Latin American migration policies (using data from
 

the United Nations' Third Inquiry among Governments on Popula­

tion and Development) stated a lack of desire for unskilled mi­

grants from limitrophe countries. Although they are among the
 

main recipients of Latin American laborers, Argentina, Vene­

zuela, and the Dominican Republic were among these nations. The
 

other countries included in the analysis indicated that they did
 

not have explicit policies regarding this matter.
 

Caribbean countries, not included in Torrado's review,
 

also appear to fit this pattern of opposition to the immigra­

tion of unskilled laborers. D. Marshall (no date 'a') has
 

described the opposition of the Bahamian government to immi­

gration of unskilled workers from Haiti, while Segal (1975a)
 

notes that the newly acquired independence of the Caribbean
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states has further restricted intra-regional moves of this
 

type. The government of Trinidad and Tobago is reported to
 

be considering exerting greater control over immigration, both
 

legal and illegal, as well as over the entry of temporary workers
 

(United Nations, 1978c). It has been suggested that the issue
 

of free movement of labor was one "of the principal sources
 

of disagreement and conflict among the various governments
 

which participated in the West Indies Federation" and one of
 

the primary causes contributing to its demise (Chernick, 1978).
 

But in many countries of the region, the
 

correspondence between explicit policies, when articulated,
 

and practice has been poor. Countries facing chronic labor
 

shortages or at least shortages in selected sectors of their
 

economies have tolerated, if not encouraged, the spontaneous
 

and largely uncontrolled immigration of workers from neigh­

boring countries. Unskilled laborers facing dire prospects
 

at home, eagerly emigrate to other countries where, commonly,
 

they are willing to do jobs shunned by native workers and for
 

lower pay. Powerful interests in the agricultural and industrial
 

sectors of the receiving economies find it to their advantage
 

to perpetuate this immigration since it provides an abundant
 

pool of cheap labor.
 

In some countries, opposition to unskilled immigration
 

seems to be strongest when it involves permanent settlement
 

while it is officially sanctioned if it is of a temporary nature:
 

and helps correct seasonal or short-term manpower shortages. In
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countries like Argentina and the Dominican Republic, 
a great
 

many seasonal migrants are issued limited work permits 
and enter
 

although other workers arrive undocumented. Frequently,

legally, 


migrants holding short-term legal work permits 
stay beyond their
 

time limits and thus, join the illegal foreign population. 
Practi­

cally all foreign unskilled workers enter other 
countries illegally.
 

This appears to be the case throughout Middle America 
and among
 

Haitian'migrants to the Bahamas.
 

Governments of receiving countries, generally allied
 

to powerLful national economic interests, usually make only
 

half-hearted efforts to solve the illegal immigration situa­

tion since they unevenly enforce the regulatory clauses 
of immi-


In part, this may be because there is a
gration statutes. 


belief that effort2 to restrict spontaneous migrations "through
 

controls only increases the clandestine or illegal migration"
 

the high prop6rtion of ille­(de Villegas, 1977:60), although 


gal migrants in Latin America make this assumption question­

able.
 

During the 1960's, for example, perhaps as many as 1,500,000
 

immigrants from neighboring countries were residing in 
Argentina.
 

"As in previous decades at least 60 percent came illegally 
and
 

the government continued to tolerate them" in part, at 
least,
 

because "private economic interests tacitly supported 
the
 

illegal immigration, whose members did not unionize, 
were not
 

covered by labor legislation, and worked for low wages" 
(Sol­

repeatedlydenounced a
berg, 1978:161). Didone (1979) has 


In Central America,
strikingly similar situation-in Venezuela. 




seasonal migratory rural workers are known to be subject to
 

economic discrimination because of their illegal status (CSUCA/
 

PCCS, 1978). In the Dominican Republic, large sugar plantations
 

take advantage of illegal.Haitian seasonal migrants, often in
 

connivance with the authorities of both countries (Glaessel-


Brown, 1979).
 

Another peculiar, but convenient feature of how
 

governments in the region have approached the issue of immigra­

tion from neighboring countries is the flexibility displayed
 

by the authorities in applying regulations to serve their per­

ceived needs. Control over the migratory flows, except under
 

very special circumstances, is never complete. Most of the
 

countries have sufficient means at their disposal - border con­

trols, deportations, etc. - to have some influence on the volume
 

of immigration. These controls are determined to a great
 

extent by economic forces which are further strengthened by
 

market mechanisms. These market mechanisms fix how much of
 

the migrant labor supply can be absorbed by the receiving econo­

mies at any given time, depending upon the prevailing employ­

ment and wage levels.
 

Regulatory mechanisms seem to improve or deteriorate
 

systematically according to the needs of the host states. They
 

are relaxed when industry clamors for more labor, tightened
 

when so required by poor economic or social conditions. Vene­

zuela, for example, disregards substantial increases in the
 

number of undocumented Colombian immigrants if it believes that
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their removal or normalization of their status would negatively
 

affect national development plans by increasing the cost of
 

Honduras begins to expel Salvadorian
labor (Didone, 1979). 


migrants when it becomes convenient to do so in order to alle­

viate social pressures (Durham, 1979).
 

Ecuador selectivity enforces its statutes against
 

illegal immigration according to the economic interests of the
 

country. Law enforcement against undocumented Colombian immi­

grants is more rigorous in settled regions than in jungle areas
 

since it is in these latter places where their work contributes
 

to the expansion of the country's agricultural frontier (Pi
 

Hugarte, 1979a:78). Argentina seized and deported a few hun­

while both countries were
dred undocumented Chilean migrants 


involved in the Beagle Channel conflict, thus informing Chile
 

that it was taking a tough stand (ICMC, 1979a).
 

Finally, official corruption occassionally renders immi­

gration regulation ineffectual; consular and enforcement offi­

cials engage in illegal practices, such as selling visas or
 

filter through frontier posts.
allowing undocumented migrants to 


Mention has already been made in this paper of what has re­

portedly occurred along the Haitian-Dominican border. Corrupt
 

practices are also known to be associated with immigration into
 

Venezuela, a country which migrants from all over the region are
 

trying to reach (various issues of CEPAM, 1978-79, provide
 

summaries of some of these incidents).
 

In short, as this review sucgests, policies toward
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unskilled immigration in Latin America have been primarily con­

cerned with the regulation of these flows. The enforcement of
 

these regulations appears to have been most effective in the
 

non-Latin Caribbean area (with the exclusion of the Bahamas),
 

but to have been very lax throughout the rest of the region.
 

For many countries, considerations of an economic nature (abun­

dant cheap labor) have made desirable the implementation of
 

unofficial policies that tolerate and condone the often illegal
 

entry of unskilled migrants from neighboring countries. This
 

practical approach to unskilled immigration has been characterized
 

by remarkable flexibility and can conveniently adapt to changing
 

circumstances. Unskilled immigration policies have been only
 

rarely devised, or even conceptualized, as part of a broader
 

policy of socio-economic development.
 

Argentina: A Broadly Designed Migration Policy?
 

One exception that merits some attention is Argentina.
 

On several occasions, the Argentinian government has attempted
 

to ameliorate, if not to solve, the illegal immigration pro­

blem. Actions with a legal orientation, such as the granting of
 

amnesties to illegal migrants by which they could legalize their
 

status, were taken on an irregular basis but the number of ille­

gal migrants continued to increase. Perhaps, as it has been
 

suggested, because civil servants for their own idiosyncratic
 

reasons did not give full support to the amnesty program,
 

or because the procedures were so complicated or expensive
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that many migrants could not avail themselves of the opportunity.
 

(Personal communication). During the early 1970's, however, Marmora
 

(no date) suggests that Argentina embarked on an effort to forge
 

ahead on an immigration policy which departed from previous policies
 

.whose exclusive concern was the regulation of immigration. Under
 

this policy, migrants from limitrophe countries were to be fully
 

incorporated into Argentina's social and economic life while
 

economic and demographic
simultaneously fulfilling important 


roles, within an overall frame of regional economic integration.
 

While the complete outline of the new policy has not, to
 

my knowledge, been fully documented, it is possible to piece
 

together some of its main strands. Immigration from neighboring
 

countries was to be explicitly integrated with broader develop­

ment plans. Economic integration was seen as favoring sending
 

and receiving countries alike since it would supposedly accelerate
 

the pace of economic growth in all countries (through increased
 

trade, more economic cooperation, etc). Sending countries would
 

be better able to ensure the protection of their nationals in
 

Argentina, and it would facilitate the transfer of properly docu­

mented workers from these countries to Argentina's economic sec­

tors experiencing manpower shortages.
 

At a demographic level, a complementary role was
 

assigned to economic integration. Countries like Paraguay and
 

Bolivia, and to a lesser extent Chile, were ekperiencing popu­

lation growth rates higher than their rates of job creation.
 

Argentina, on the other hand, had a low rate of natural increase,
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was no longer receiving extra-continental migrants in sufficient
 

numbers, and labor demand consistently exceeded labor supply.
 
Hence, Argentina needed the labor that its neighbor could
 

supply.
 

Argentina's ability to absorb manpower surpluses
 
from limitrophe countries would provide these countries with
 
the time needed to bring 
their population growth
 

rates in line with their rates of economic growth. Sending
 
countries were gaining, thus, additional time to develop their
 
social and economic infrastructures. 
 Labor integration provided
 
a viable alternative to the establishment of family planning
 
programs in the region over the long run. 
Fertility rates would
 
decline as 
they did in Argentina, as the sending countries began
 

to experience socio-economic change.
 

In part, Argentina's new labor migration approach was
 
an attempt to formalize what in fact had been occurring for
 
some 
time since hundreds of thousands of migrants from limitrophe
 
countries were in the country. 
It also came about because it
 
was realized that immigration policies which in the past had
 
been effective 
no longer were producing 
 wanted results...
 
The new migration policy departed from earlier views that con­
sidered limitrophe migration as 
tolerable only if European
 
immigrants were not arriving in sufficient numbers. 
It did,
 
as it were, officially recognize that the age of voluminous
 

European immigration was over, and that Argentina still needed
 
immigrants to fill a rich and relatively "underpopulated"
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nation. There was an urgency to populate the country since
 

it was recognized that in other parts of the world, there were
 

"overpopulated" countries where poverty was rampant.
 

Overpopulation at the international level made Argen­

tina's low population density a serious national problem (Iorio,
 

1976), in that it could have made the country vulnerable to an
 

influx of unwanted immigrants. Populating Argentina while there
 

was still time to do it as the Argentinians wished became a
 

critical concern. Migrants from neighboring countries, if
 

properly selected, assimilated and integrated into the nation,
 

became acceptable substitutes for the historically preferred
 

European migrants (Marcenaro Boutell, J.973). If action was
 

delayed, so the argument went, by the 21st century Argentina
 

could find itself in a position where it may not have a say in
 

choosing the migrants who would come to occupy its empty spaces.
 

Political or even military pressure could be used to force
 

Argentina to accept millions of migrants who may not be com­

patible with the cultural and hi torical roots of the nation.
 

It is not clear wheth - -qfentina's actual policies 

toward immigration from neighboriay countries are based on these 

considerations, although officially it is claimed they are (Per­

sonal communication). Marmora (no date) feels that the 1976
 

military takeover brought the experiment to a virtual end. However,
 

other evidence suggests that at l.east certain features of the ori­

ginal program have been retained, since the issue of demographic
 

growth still dominates Argentina's migration policy. Present
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policies favor the acceptance of migrants from neighboring
 

countries as long as they meet certain standards; government
 

officials note that the standards have been reviewed so as to
 

admit applicants with lesser qualifications.
 

Some observers claim, however, that Argentina's policies
 

have never been, in fact, changed. The volume of limitrophe immigra­

tion continues to be manipulated as it has been throughout this
 

century according to the needs of the country. What changes,
 

Rivarola and his associates (1979) claim, is the perception of
 

those needs. At any given time, they depend on the competing
 

strength of economic, military, and political pressure groups
 

within Argentina and on the prevailing social and economic con­

ditions.
 

Unskilled Labor Emigration Policies
 

Although it may be assumed that many governments in
 

Latin America have favorably regarded the voluntary emigration
 

of unskilled workers from countries where unemployment levels
 

are high, few governments have openly acknowledged it. This
 

is more apparent among the bigger, richer South American coun­

tries having lower population density. In many of the smaller
 

Caribbean countries, population pressures on existing resources
 

are frequently cited as impediments to development, and govern­

ments openly admit to viewing emigration as a safety valve
 

which helps ease social and economic pressures. Some of
 

these countries (i.e., Barbados, Jamaica) have even instituted
 

mechanisms to facilitate the emigration of their nationals (Segal,
 

1975a).
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Torrado (1979a) in her analysis of government replies
 

to the United Nations' questionnaire found that although over
 

half (10 out of 18) of the countries considered the emigration
 

of unskilled labor significant, only Colombia had definite poli­

cies to regularize it. Mexico reported that it was interested
 

in developing mechanisms to regularize labor emigration,
 

while Haiti and the Dominican Republic regarded unskilled labor
 

emigration as favorable. Other governments indicated that they
 

had no specific policies and did not hamper the emigration of
 

their unskilled citizens. Few sending countries, as may be
 

surmized, have attempted to influence migration processes,
 

and when they have, their policies have been almost exclusively
 

concerned with the protection of their citizens' rights in
 

receiving countries.
 

Colombia's migration policies are an exception. The
 

labor migration policies initiated by Colombia in 1975 are unique
 

not only because they are one of the first attempts at dealing
 

comprehensively with the problem, but also because these poli­

cies are regarded as part of a broader scheme of socio-economic
 

development (SENALDE, 1976; Marmora, 1976b and 1979). Although
 

Argentina as a receiving country had embarked on an effort to
 

integrate labor migration into its development planning during
 

the early 1970's, Colombia appears to be the first labor send­

ing country to follow a similar approach.
 

The most'significant feature of the Colombian perspective
 

is that it conceives of international labor migration as an
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extension of migratory movements within Colombia. Both popula­

tion movements are assumed to involve migrants with the same
 

basic .characteristicsand to be fundamentally determined by the
 

same causes. 
The basic premise of the policy is "that emigration
 

results from push factors in the place of origin, particularly
 

from the inability of the productive structure to absorb all
 

available manpower" (Marmora,3,979;445). The goals of the
 

labor migration policies are tq. retain as many potential migrants
 

as possible in places of origin and to assist eventual migrants
 

in finding satisfactory employmept in their places of destinations,
 

both within and outside Colombia.. These goals are to be achieved
 

by the implementation of programs geared to the retention of po­

tential migrants, the channeling and regularization of migratory
 

flows, and the provision of social and employment assistance to
 

the migrating laborer and his family (Marmora, 1979).
 

Specific mechanisms.have been developed to imp.ement
 

the labor migration policies. Five Border Offices for Employ­

ment and Labor Migration, for example, have been established
 

on Colombia's borders with Venezuela, Ecuador, Brazil, and Peru.
 

These offices complement similar offices organized within Colom­

bia by the National Employment Service (SENALDE). SENALDE rou­

tinely evaluates employment conditions in different parts of 

Colombia and helps channel workers seeking employment to re­

gions in the country where thereiS a demand for labor. The 

frontier offices assist return migrants arriving from neighbor­

ing countries in obtaining employment in Colombia, and if required,
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provide returning migrants with certain social services. These'
 

programs place special emphasis on assuring that migrants, both
 

in Colombia and other countries, have their human and labor
 

rights protected. To further protect these rights, Colombia
 

has or is negotiating bilateral and multi-national labor agree­

ments with surrounding countries."
 

Detailed studies of €olombian regions experiencing high
 

emigration have been commissioned (bee for example Pi Hugarte,
 

1979a and 1979b; Torales, 1978). These studies assist planners
 

in determining what conditions lead to out-migration and are used
 

to introduce changes, such as rural development projects, that
 

may arrest further population displacements. Rural development
 

programs focus on the establishment of cooperatives and on the
 

"creation of jobs at low cost and utilization of appropriate
 

technologies requiring small investments" (Mgrmora, 1979:449).
 

Colombia's new policy of labor migration can be seen
 

in better perspective when placed within the general frame of
 

economic integration being pursued by member countries o. the
 

Andean Pact (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Venezuela).
 

An important element of the Andean Pact is a labor agreement
 

(the Convenio Simon Rodriguez) that "approaches the migration
 

problem through employment and humah resources planning, man­

power training, social security, and other labor and social
 

aspects" while giving priority "to the establishment of a system
 

which would facilitate labor mobility within the sub-region"
 

(de Villegas, 1977:60).
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The role of labor migration in economic integration is
 

crucial since during its initial stages, there is a tendency for
 

regional economic differentials to intensify as the countries en­

dowed with superior technology and other physical and human 
re­

sources can make better use of expanded markets. In this con­

text, labor migration has a corrective influence which eases the
 

burden that less developed countries within the region would have
 

to carry since they can, at least temporarily, export some of
 

their surplus labor to the more privileged countries. The labor
 

agreement aspects of the Andean Pact provide an ideal arrangement
 

within which Colombia could implement its labor migration 
policy
 

since for it to be effective, close cooperation is required 
be­

tween the sending and receiving countries. It goes without say­

ing that an added benefit of the Andean Pact is that it formalizes
 

a process of de facto labor integration between Colombia 
and Vene­

zuela.
 

Other attempts at economic integration in the region,
 

it should be pointed out, have not included such ambitious 
plans
 

The issue of labor migration was, precisely,
for labor migration. 


one of the factors which led to the collapse of the West 
Indian
 

Federation (since some countries favored free labor migrations
 

while others opposed it) and contributed to aggravate tensions
 

between El Salvador and Honduras, both member countries 
of the
 

Central American Common Market, just prior to their conflict 
in
 

1969. A negative perception of free labor migration for many
 

countries in the region (although as we have seen tolerating
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clandestine migration), often just slightly better off than their
 

neighbors, is understandable given the high levels of open unem­

ployment and underemployment prevalent in much of Latin America.
 

Yet, it is interesting to see that the two most comprehensive
 

attempts at dealing with problems posed by international labor
 

migrations have been undertaken by countries (Argentina and its
 

neighbors; Colombia and Venezuela) that have considered them,
 

whether formally or informally, as part of a broader process of
 

regional economic integration.
 

There are signs that Latin America countries with
 

severe problems of labor absorption will take advantage of emerg­

ing new opportunities to export labor under special conditions
 

A recent
to destinations not previously considered or available. 


report indicates that Jamaica and Venezuela (CEPAM, II, 8, 1979)
 

entered into an agreement by which temporary Jamaican agricultural
 

workers went to Venezuela. This experiment ended in failure when
 

both sides charged the other with violating the conditions of the
 

agreement. Mexico, Colombia, Nicaragua, and El Salvador are
 

reported to be in various stages of negotiating labor agreements
 

with Saudi Arabia (CEPAM, I, 7, 1978 and II, 9, 1979; Marmora,
 

1979). According to these agreements, selected groups of workers
 

would go to Saudi Arabia for fixed periods of time and under
 

special working conditions. El Salvador, as noted before, may
 

send thousands of settlers to Bolivia following an accord
 

reached under international auspices (May, 1978).
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The evidence discussed here shows that comprehensive
 

policies on labor emigration are just beginning to emerge in Latin
 

America. This approach originates from increased attempts by
 

countries in the area to incorporate social and manpower concerns
 

into long range development plans. Traditional preoccupations
 

with the welfare of the migrant workers in other countries will
 

continue to dominate the policies of the sending countries,
 

while efforts are likely to be made towards a more rational allo­

cation of human resources within and outside the countries of
 

emigration. In the future these two objectives should increasingly
 

play a complementary role.
 



SUMMARY AND SUGGESTIONS FOR NEEDED RESEARCH
 

The evidence reviewed in this report demonstrates that.
 

relatively little is known about international migration within
 

the Caribbean, Middle America, and South America. The dearth
 

of information is not, however, pervasive in all parts of the
 

region. Relatively more is known about international migration
 

flows in the Southern Cone and about emigration from Colombia
 

to Venezuela, both areas in which the volume of migration is con­

siderable, than about other movements in the Latin American re­

gi6n. Some understanding about what is taking place elsewhere
 

emerges through a limited number of studies that have examined
 

certain features of international migration in selected countries.
 

Haitian migration to the Bahamas and the Dominican Republic,
 

Salvadorian emigration to Honduras, and the more recent immigra­

tion of Brazilians to Paraguay are notable examples of migration
 

movements analyzed in these studies.
 

In recent decades, Latin American international migra­

tions have been quantitatively more significant into Venezuela
 

and Argentina, although other important migrations have been
 

registered from El Salvador into neighboring countries, especially
 

Honduras. The major expcrters of regional international migra­

tions, in addition to El Salvad)r, are Paraguay, Bolivia, Chile,
 

Uruguay, and Colombia. International migrations are commonplace
 

across borders of adjoining countries, but appear to be of small
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significance in the Caribbean area, except from Haiti to the
 

Bahamas and the Dominican Republic, and some other minor flows.
 

There are indications that international migrations oriented
 

toward Venezuela from many countries in the region are on the
 

increase. Available statistics do not permit estimating with
 

certainty the extent of intra-Latin American migration, but the
 

number is certainly in the millions and apparently on the rise,
 

at least in some countries.
 

Most studies of international migration within the re­

gion have been concerned with the analysis of migration from the
 

perspective of, or at least relying on data obtained from, the
 

receiving countries. Largely because of the availability of a
 

few studies that focus on countries of origin, it is possible to
 

identify with some certainty which are some of the most important
 

causes of international migration. Our understanding is far
 

from being comprehensive since the evidence available is insuffi­

cient to make valid and broad generalizations.
 

In general, international migrations within Latin
 

American appear to respond to the same basic forces as internal
 

migration, these being of an economic nature and strongly in­

fluenced by structural features of these societies. International
 

migrations, furthermore, also appear to be mediated by forces
 

of a very peculiar character to which internal migrations are
 

not subjected or at least not to such an extent. Notorious
 

examples are currency exchange differentials between countries,
 

legal restrictions, and political unstability (refugees, exiles),
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A basic idea of the most important characteristics of
 

intra-regional migrants emerges from the studies reviewed here,
 

but only at the most general level. As with many internal mi­

grants, most international migrants appear to be young, poorly
 

educated, and unskilled workers that leave their c'ountries in
 

search of work. Not much more can be said, however, since inter­

national migrants in Latin America cover the gamut of socio­

economic characteristics. International migrations within Latin
 

America are so varied, and so are the migrants participating in
 

them, that no single description can equitably be used. Develop­

ing a comprehensive and useful typology of international migrants
 

in the region would, by itself, go a long way towards making a
 

very complex process more understandable.
 

The biggest questions remain, however, about the conse­

quences of international migrations. Aside from some basic know­

ledge readily ascertained through the analysis of aggregate data,
 

such as changes in the size, composition, and growth razes of the
 

population, not much else is really known.
 

Contrary to the situation with internal migration, there
 

are not many studies from which one can make generalizations con­

cerning how migrants fare in countries of destination. A few
 

surveys from Argentina, data collected of Colombian deportees
 

from Ecuador and Venezuela, data on Salvadorian residents in
 

Honduras, and some surveys of Haitian migrants in the Dominican
 

Republic and the Bahamas - some of them highly unrepresentative
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of the universe of migrants - do not provide sufficient grounds
 

to explore in depth the problems that international migrants con­

front. Nor do they permit evaluating how they contribute to the
 

well-being of the host society, and at what cost.
 

Almost nothing has been found in this review about how.
 

emigration affects the countries of origin, except for some
 

studies dealing with Paraguay and Uruguay. Speculations abound
 

on a very general level, but they are not based on empirical
 

studies. Important questions to be investigated are, for example,
 

how return migrants contribute to social change, if at all, or
 

if migration promotes social stagnation by helping social struc­

tures survive which would, in its absence, collapse. How impor­

tant are remittances to the economy of local rural areas? Are
 

they voluminous enough to make a significant difference in areas
 

where migrantE come from, or do they make only a marginal contri­

bution to the local economy? Does migration open new cultural
 

horizons, or, as has been suggested for the Caribbean, breed cul­

tural impoverishment? Are fertility norms affected by migration
 

or return migration?
 

Information about migration policies in the region is
 

very limited; detailed accounts can only be obtained for a few
 

countries. This may be partly because there have been few ex­

plicit policies to speak of, or simply because the legal measures
 

conventionally treated as migration policies seldom had any real
 

relevance at the policy-making level. This situation is likely
 

to change in the future as more and more governments continue
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to incorporate manpower utilization considerations in their plans
 

for social and economic development. Realistically, it should be
 

expected that greater importance will be given to these policies
 

by countries experiencing significant population displacements
 

(internal or external).
 

In the face of so little knowledge about issues as compli­

cated as those associated with international migrations within
 

Latin America, it is difficult to suggest research areas that
 

should receive priority. The ones described below appear to be
 

among the most critical and relevant for development planning.
 

(1). The development of new techniques to measure
 

international migration would constitute a significant
 

contribution to our future understanding of the problem.
 

Census counts in countries of destination consistently un­

derstate the true number of immigrants, do not take into
 

account seasonal or short-term migrations, and rapidly be­

come out-of-date. Ideally, novel measurement approaches
 

could be included in relatively economical, large-scale
 

national sample surveys that would permit frequent updating
 

of the estimates, but that could also be used in the censuses.
 

Promising work in this direction has already been done in
 

some surveys in countries of emigration. The measurement
 

tools in these surveys are questions that elicit information
 

about relatives of the respondents that emigrated (Somoza,
 

1979). With these data it is possible to obtain estimates
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of the number of emigrants and some of their characteris­

tics.
 

(2). More detailed field studies should be undertaken
 

in places of origin of international migrants. A few care­

fully done studies in rural areas of origin, for example,
 

could make a great contribution towards specifying under
 

what conditions migration takes place. They would provide
 

answers to questions such as why do some people migrate
 

across international borders while others do not, or go to
 

cities within their own countries? Why do some migrants
 

go away for short periods of time while others do so on a
 

permanent basis? What impact do seasonal migrations of
 

different durations have on the migrants and on the areas
 

of origin when they return? Do they differentially affect
 

the pace of social change or introduction of agricultural
 

innovation (through different rates of savings accumulations,
 

attitudinal changes, etc.), for example? How do potential
 

migrants become aware of opportunities elsewhere? Do cer­

tain social and economic changes increase the probability of
 

emigration while others do not? In what way do population
 

growth rates interact with these changes? Answers to these
 

questions would provide a better understanding of why inter­

national migrations take place, and just as importantly,
 

would significantly increase our knowledge about the causes
 

of interndl migration. The frequently cited study by Dur­

ham (1979) of Salvadorian emigration to Honduras is an
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excellent example of what detailed case studies encompassing
 

careful examination of social and economic structures at a
 

micro-level could yield. Less ambitious but equally useful
 

studies have been completed or are underway in Colombia (Pi
 

Hugarte, 1979a and 1979b; Torales, 1978).
 

(3). 
 Knowledge about the effects of remittances from
 

international migrants on their places of origin is practi­

cally non-existent. Studies at the most aggregate level
 

based upon national banking, monetary, and foreign exchange
 

statistics would by themselves be useful in providing at
 

least a partial view of the importance of remittances in
 

some countries. At a micro level, studies of remittances
 

could concentrate on their impact at the village and house­

hold levels, and on how they are allocated among competing
 

needs. Field work would obviously be required.
 

(4). More should be known about the adaptation process
 

of international migrants in countries of destination. Do
 

legal requirements influence the permanance of a migrant's
 

move? Do they face more difficulties or different kinds
 

of problems than national internal migrants when moving to
 

rural or metropolitan areas of receiving countries? What
 

are some of the most important characteristics of the mi­

gratory process? Do international migrants arriving in
 

metropolitan areas do so directly or in stages? nFtailed
 

survey studies or special census tabulations would be re­

quired to investigate these issues.
 



(5). There is a pressing need for detailed country
 

studies of the decision-making process on the part of govern­

ments regarding international migrations across bordering
 

countries, especially for countries of immigration. What
 

considerations are taken into account by policy makers when
 

formulating explicit or implicit immigration policies? How
 

are factors such as national security, labor needs, increased
 

pressures on social services, etc. weighted when making de­

cisions? What influence do labor unions, private businesses
 

and other pressure groups have on the policy makers? Insights
 

into these issues would assist in the formulation of policy
 

and would also be helpful in the design of broader develop­

ment plans.
 

(6). Countries of immigration and emigration would bene­

fit from studies that investigate the effects of interna­

tional migration on population and labor force structures.
 

These analyses would be of great utility to planners in
 

allocating resources and setting socio-economic targets.
 

They will also aid in the preparation of population projec­

tions and the evaluation of changes in vital rates.
 

(7). Finally, it would be desirable to assess what
 

measures could be undertaken to minimize the incidence of
 

undocumented migration. What mechanisms, for instance,
 

could be developed to legalize the coming into a country of
 

Could political and administra­short-term unskilled workers? 


tive actions be used to minimize the exploitation of foreign
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workers by unscrupulous employers? How can governments
 

of sending and receiving countries best cooperate to achieve
 

these ends? The Colombian experience in these matters
 

should provide answers to some of these questions.
 



TABLE I - IUT?-REGIONA INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION ESTIMATES FOR SELECTED LATIN AJt!RICAN COUNTRIES . BY COUNIT OP REIIDEWC 

RCCIOei/ CENSUS 
(1)

,STIMATF 
(2)

INTERNATIONAL IJUBO TI. 
(31

INFOIUIATIOU 
R.CEIVI,'I
C14V,:TY INiE 

SENDING 
COUNTRY NAME 

(for most current' 
available year) 

OFFC 
1974 

/SI 

YEAR ESYIHATE 

SOUTH Af1EICA
 

Argentina Dolivia 1970 101,000 a/ 5008000 Mrrors (1975) reports the folluing eutL-
DrazLl 41,100 70,000 mates for the year 1973:
 
Chile 142,150 350,000
 
Paraguay 230,050 600,000 Bolivia 171,055 
Uruguay 586300 80,000 Brazil 76,843 

Chile 200,554 
'Paraguay 470,416 
Uruguay 71,161 

It appears that those estimates, consider­
ably higher than those given by the 1970
 
census. may have boon partially based on
 
the surveys of Imigrant crried out by the 
Oficina Sectorial do Desarrollo de Recursoo 
lmlnoo (circa 173).
 

ZCL Niqrkon u (3an.-March 1791) gives 
Ethe olouin~geem--ten .of miqration in rfe­
tina fot about 1971. 

Bolivia 650,000
 
Brazil 200,000
 
Chile 700,000
 
Paraguay 700,000
 
Uruguay 400,000
 

The bases for those estimates are not stated, 
and they definitoly appear to exaggerate the 
actual number of migrants in comparison with 
the other estimates cited.
 

De Sierra (1973) preacnts-*e ostimato of Uru­
guayan emigration to Arcjcntina-botvoon 1970 
and 1975 of 124,700. This estimate which 
appears plausiblc when added to the Uruguayan
 
population enumerated in the 1970 Arqantinian
 
census would give an estimate of wall over
 
150,000 Uruguayans residing in Argentina in
 
1975.
 



TABLE 1 - (continued...) 

BECTON/ 
NECEIVIWGCou"ny NAME SENDINGTavatlabl 

(1) 
CENSUS ESTIMATE 
(for most current1 ,year 

(2) 
Iqn?3NATIONAL LAql

OFFICE ESTIMATE1974 

(3) 
OTHER INFORMATION 

YEAR ESTIMATE 

Argentina (continued) The United Nations Fund for Population ActL­
vLtLas (UNPPA) and the Bolivian Ministerio do 
Planeamiento y CoordinacLon (1979)assumo that 
212,333 Bolivians were in Argentina In 1968. 

The range of estimate: is very wide. but it 
memu certain that the consul figures are too 

low. The ILO estimates may be closer to real­
ity at about mid-decade. 

Bolivia Argentina 
Brazil 
Chile 
Peru 

1 95 0a/ 3.278 
4,682 
3,964 
10,269 

2,000 
5000 

35.000 

A recent report, (sourest Miration oday, 
1977). puts the number of Chiloun migrants 
in Bolivia at 1.8000. 

Brazil Arqentina 
Bolivia 
Chile 
Paraguay 

19703// 14,536 
9,945 
1,767 
18,632 

45,000 
I 
70.000 

Colombians and nationals of other countries 
bordering en Brazil are reportedly fourd 
scattered along frontier regions. 

Peru 2,141 
Uruguay 11.293 3,000 

Chile Arqentina 
Bolivia 
Colombia 
Ecuador 
Peru 

1 97 0 a/ 13,270 
7,5G3 

800 
967 

3:804 

3,000 
70,000 
7,000 
8,000 
0,000 

A source dealing with Bolivian migration (UNFPA 
and Dolivia: Miniaterio do Planoamiento y 
Coordination, 1979) assumes that 53,992 Deli­
vians were in Chile in 1969, an estimate more 
in line with the 21.0 assesment than what the 

Venezuela 388 3,000 Chilean census suggests. There are reports of 
significant seasonal and permanent migrations 
of Bolivians into Northern Chile. as well as 
information of similar moves into the same 
areas of Chile and in the same way by
Peruvians. 

Colombia Argentina
Bolivia 
Orazil 
Ecuador 
Panama 
Peru 
Venezuela 

19 64 a/ 1.190 

2,267 
10.126 
2,208 
1,455 

16,224 

4,000 
5,000 

60.000 

4,000 
"33,000 

It is reported that many migrants from Ecuador 
have been returning home in recent years. The 
1973 census enumerated 64.673 foreign born 
persons In Colombia in 1973, or about 10,000 
less than in 1964. 11owever, these figures re­
fer to foreign born originating in Latin Amor­
ica as well as outside this ztgion. -
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REGZOt/ 
RE:EzVING 
COUNTR f INI 

SENDING 
COUNTRY AN!4 

(1) 
CENSUS ESTIMATE 
(for m st current, 
available year) 

(2)
INTERNATZONAL LABOU 

OF9ICE ESTIMATE " 
1974 

OTHER 
(3) 

ZNPOR4ATION 

YEAR ESTIMATZ 

Colombia (continued) 
Somoza (1979) utilizing some new ostimating 

techniques boncludes that 650,000 persons • 
had left Colombia by mid-1978. This figure
Is two times as high as the 278.000 emigrants
which CELADE reports were enumerated In 21 
countries circa 1970. 

Ecuador Bolivia 
Brazil 

Colombia 
Peru 

1 9 50b/ 29 
24 

14,584 
1,783 

4,000 
20,000 

50,000 
S,000 

Pi Hugarte (1979a) assumes that about 60,000
Coiombians were in Ecuador in 1979. 

Colombia 1974 25,000 

Paraguay Argentina 

BrazilUruguay 

19 72a/ 27,389 

34,276763 

181000 

30.000 

Partial results from small-scale surveys 

suggest that the number of Brazilians in Para­quay in much higher at present than it was in 
1972 or cstimated by Lie in 1974. By 1975 
40.263 Brazilians wore counted in just two d.­
partments of Paraguay (Secretaria TecnLca de 
Planificacion and CELADE. 1970). Some obser­
vers believe that the present number may be 
around 100.000 and possibly higher. 

Peru Argentina 
Dolivia 
Brazil 
Chile 
Colomhi 
Ecuador 

1972" 4,206 
4.115 
3,077 
7,525 
1,525 
2,339 

60,000 
5.000 

10.000 
5.000 

20,000 

Uruguay Argentina 
Brazil 

1975" 19,30) 
15,000 

25,000 
20.000 

A number of BrazilIans reportedly enter Uru­
quay on a seasonal basis during harvest time.' 
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REGION/ 
IrtfCETVIP SENDING 
COUNTRY NAME COUNTRY NAME 

Venezuela Arqentina 

Dolivia 

Drazil 

Colombia 

Chile 

Ecuador 

Peru 

Costa Rica 

Panama 

Mexico 

Cuba 

Dom. Republic 

Trin. 6 Tob. 


NDDTLE ANrUICA 

Costa L c& t1caraqua 

Panama. 


El Salvador Guatemala 
Honduras 

uatemala 	 El Salvador 

Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Mexico 


(1) 

CENSUS ESTIMATE 

(for moat current.. 
available year) 1 

YEAR ESTIKATE 

a/  

1971 4,481 


1.166 

2,345 


177,973 

2,999 

5.292 

2,168 

1.314 

1,079 

1,717 

10,139 

1,886 

4,870 


19734/s/23.347

4,210
 

a/  

1971 3.413
 

14.290
 

/

11738 14,052 


6,231 

1,098 

3.196 


(2) 

INTERNATIONAL LABOU.
1

OFFICE ESTIMATE' 
1974 

20,000 

10.000 

20,000 

600,000 

20i000 

20.000 

20,000 


30,000 


(3)
 
OTHER INPORMATION 

According to many reports immigration into
 
Venezuela has dramatically accelerated in the
 
past few years. The number of Colombians In
 
the country between 1963 and 1973 was estima­
ted by Arbelaoz (1977) at 441,831 or over
 
twice as many as 	enumerated in the 1971 cenm
 
sus. This estimate may be accepted as a minL­
mum. Official Colombian authorities believe
 
that the number is currently at least twice as
 
hjgh, or near a million persona. Other "guess­
estimates" of migration Into Venezuela from
 
Latiln r;rican countries In 1979 are as
 
follows: from Colombia 1.200,000; from Ecua­
dor 200,000; from Peru 200.0001 and from the
 
Dominican Republic 150,000. While these
 
figures appear to be extreme, they suggest
 
that immigration from somo of these countries
 
has increased in recent years. Many Journa­
listic accounts provide information reinfore-

Ing the view that migrations Into Venezuela
 
from countries throughout Latin America are on
 
the rise.
 

There are reports of seasonal migrations into
 
Guatemala from Honduras and El Salvador. Some
 
observers believe that migration from the
 
latter country into Guatemala has increased
 
since the expulsion of Salvadorians from Hon­
duras in 1969.
 



TABULE - (continued...) 

RE GION/ 
(I)(2)

CENSUS ESTIMATE 7r~nn oahtO, L"BOU;, 
(3) 

M.R IXFOFMT/0K 
RECEIVING 
COUNTRY 12AM! 

SENDING 
COUNTRY HAME 

(for most current 
available year)" -

OFV ESTIMATE 
1974 

YEAR FSIIATE 

Honduras El Salvador 
Guatemala 
Nicaragua 

19 61 b/ 38.002 
4,497 
3.553 

The most quoted figure regarding the number 
of Salvadorian migrants In Honduras just prior 
to the 1969 war is 300.000. CSUCA/PCCS (1978)
estimates on the basis of analysis of census 
figures from El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicara­
gua, and Honduras and implied survival ratios 
that emigration from El Salvador between 1961 
and 1971 amounted to 241.323. On the basis of 
this figure and other stedies made in the re­
gion, CSUC/PCCS concludes that in 1967 there 
were over 350,000 Salvadorians in Honduras. 
Jones (1976) in an elaborate and complex analy­
sis of census figures and other data estimates 
that themaximum plausibie number of Salva­
dorLans that may have left Honduras after the 
1969 war were 267,000. Other analysts believe 
that the number of Salvadorian miiqrants in 
Honduras before the war was greatly exaggar­
ated. There are no data available that could 
be used to estimate the current number of 
Salvadorians in Honduras. 

190lcO Argentina 
Colombia 
El Salvador 
Guatemala 
Nicaraqua 

1 9 70 a/ 155 
1.133 
1.213 
6.969 
3.674 

A number of sources provide estimates 
suggesting that from 15-50,000 Guatemalans 
migrate to Mexico as seasonal workers each 
year. 

ranama 
Cuba 

1,183 
4.175 

Nicaragua Costa Rica 19 71a/ 4.693 
El Salvador 2.210 
Honduras 6.?:: 

Panama Colombia 
fcuador 

19700 / 12,123 
1,4S2 

Coata Rica 3.325 
Nicaragua 
Cuba 
Barbados 

2.582 
1,140 
1.140 

Jamaica 3,978 



TABLE' - (continued...) 

(1) (2)" 	 (3)
REGICW/ 	 "CENSUS ESTIMATE INTCRNATIONAL LABOURLNAOnlMTZOW, 	 OTHER 
RECEIVING SENDING (for most current OU21OHESPMTE--" 
COUNTRY NAME COUNTRY NAME available year) " 1974 

YEAR ESTIMATE
 

CARH!DUE
 

Bahamas 	 Haiti 19705/a/ 6,151 Marshall (no date 'a') reports that accord-
Turks & Caicos 3,195 ing to newspaper accounts, the number of
Jamaica 
 3,526 	 .HaitLans in the Bahamas in 1974 van 40,000.
 

a/  
Raiti 	 Cuba 
 1950 3,052
 
Dom. Republic 13,352
 

Dom. Republic 	 Haiti 1970

a/  

15,065 	 Estimates on the number of Haitian migrants in 
the Dominican Republic cover a wide range.
The most likely number appears to be somewhere 
around 100,000. A good discussion of the pro­
blems faced in estimating this migration flow 
may be found in Segal (1975dt211-212). 

GO
 

a/
Jamaica 	 Panama 1960 2,053
 
Cuba 4,266
 

Triniad & 	 Venezuela 3,3681 96 0a/ 

Tobago
 

FOOTNOTES: 

1/ 	 Unless otherwLse stated, the source for the census data vas CELADE, Doletin vemogrfico, Vol. 10, No. 20, 3uly 1977#
 
Table 2.
 

2/ 	 ILO (Tnternational Labour Office), 1974a. 
"SemLnarto Regional Tripartite Sobre la Situacidn de los Trabajadore.

141.rantoo en rudamdrica", Doeumoeto do Trabajo Hum. 1. Buonos Aires, Argentina. (Mimeoqraphed).
 

3/ 	 1970 Census of brazil.
 

4/ 
 1973 Costa Rican census figures cited in A. Schmidt, "Los Extranjeros on Costa Rica', Comite Nacional do Poblacron,
 
August 1979.
 

5/ 	 Bahamas Department of Statistics, DemographLc Aspects of the Dahamian Population, 1901-1974. 
Nassau, Dahamas. 1976. 

a/ 	 Refers to country of birth.
 

b/ 	 Refers to nationality.
 



TABLE 2 SELECTED AGGREGATE ECONOMIC. SOCIAL, AND DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS FOR LATIN AERICAN COUNTRIES MOST CURRENT DATA) 

COUNTRY 
NE 

POPULATION 
ESTIMATE 

1979 
(MILL1OS)

1 /  

POPULATION 
LESS THAN 
15 YEARS 
(1) 12791/ 

V'VENDENCY 
RATIO 
1979V' 

CRUDE , 
DIRTHi 
RATE,.. 
19791/ 

CRUDE RATE OF LIZFE E-
D.AT1 NATURAL PECTANCY 
RATE. INCREASE AT BIRTH 
19791/ (4) (YEAR ) 

19791/3/ 1979b, 

URBAN 
POPULA-
TION (M

1979174/ 

PHYSICAL 
QUALITY OP 
LIP INDEX 

(PQL|)1 
1979 

SOUTIH A4ERICA 

Argcntina 
Dlivia 
Drozil 
Chile 
Colombia 
Ecuador 
Guyana 
Parqjuay 
Poru 
Suriname 
Uruguay 
Venezuela 

26.7 
S.2 

118.7 
11.0 
26.1 
8.0 
0.8 
3.0 
17.3 
0.4 
2.9 

13.5 

23 
42 
41 
3s 
43 
44 
44 
45 
44 
50 
.27 
43 

56.2 
35.2 
78.6 
66.7 

"85.2 
92.3 
92.3 
92.3 
08.7 
117.4 
58.7 
85.2 

22 
44 
36 
24 
31 
42 
21 
39 
40 
30 
21 
36 

9 
16 
8 
8 
9 
10 
7 
8 

12 
7 

20 
6 

1.3 
2.3 
2.3 
1.6 
2.2 
3.1 
2.0 
3.1 
2.8 
2.3 
1.1 
3.0 

68 
48 
61 
63 
59 
60 
68 
62 
55 
66 
69 
65 

s0 
34 
61 
79 
60 
42 
40 
40 
62 
66 
83 
7S 

Is 
39 
66 
79 
72 
69 
84 
75 
65 
13 
6­

72 a 

MTBDI.E ANFRICA 

Co'nt Rica 
El Salvador 
G.atemala 
1honduras 

e:4xico 
Klicraqua 

2.2 
4.5 
6.8 
3.Z 

67.7 
2.5 
1.9 

44 
46 
45 
48 
46 
48 
43 

92.3 
96.1 
92.3 

104.1 
96.1 

104.1 
80.7 

30 
42 
43 

7 
41 
47 
29 

S 
1 

10 
12 

7 
12 

6 

2.3 
3.4 
3.3 
3.5. 
3.4 
3.4 
2.3 

68 
59 
38 
55 
65 
53 
60 

41. 
3t 
3. 
31 
64 
49 
50 

85 
14 
54. 
53 
75 
SS 
79 

CAPImAN 

Dhomas 
Barbados 
Cub. 
Dominica 
rom. nopublic 

Guadeloupe 
hIo8ti 
Jaica 
Martinique 
Noth. Antilles 
Pherto Rico 
Trin. & Tobago 

0.2 
0.3 
9.9 
0.1 
5.3 
0r1nda0.1 
0.3 
5.7 
2.2 
0.3 
0.3 
3.5 
1.1 

44 
31 
37 
..... 
49 
. 
37 
41 
46 
37 
38 
35 
38 

88.7 
69.5 
72.4 

104.1 

75.4 
81.8 
108.3 
75.4 
75.4 
77.8 
72.4 

25 
19 
20 
22 
37 
27 
17 
42. 
30 
14 
28 
23 
25 

5 
9 
6 
7 
9 
6. 
6 

16 
7 
6 
7 
6 
7 

2.0 
0.9 
1.4 
1.5 
2.8 
2.2 
1.1 
2.6 
2.3 
0.9; 
2.2: 
1.7 
1.8 

69 
-70 
71 
58 
58 
63 
68 
47. 
69 
69 
62 
72 
67 

58 
44 
64 
27 
47 
15 
48 
23 
41 
50 
48 
62 
49 

14 

15 

78; 
Ot 
40 
as 
13; 

82 
s 
as. 



Tt:,LE 2 - (continucd...) 

REGION/ 
COUNTRY 
NAME 

PER CAPITA 
GROSS 

NATIONAL 

PRODUCT (S)
19771/6/ 

POPULATION 
DENSITY PER 
SQ. KM OF 

TOTAL TJ N 
1970 1L/ 

POPULATION 
DENSITY PER 

SO. KHC (100 |1A) 
OF AGRICULTURAL 

19707/ 

TOTAL. 
LADOR 
FORCE 
(1000'S) 
.NQ1970 8 

/ 

PERCENT 
OF LABOR 
FORCE IN 
AGRICUL-

"TURE 
1970

U / 

PERCENT 
OF LABOR 
FORCE IN 
INDUSTRY 

1970 8/ 

PROE!CTED 
LADOR 
FORCE 

INCREASE 
1978-2000 
(HZLLIONS ___ 

ADLT-
LITERACY 
RATE (I 

1970 10/ 

SOUT11 AMERICA 

Argentina 
Dollvia 
Drazil 
Chile 
Colomhia 
Ecuador 
rIna 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Sur name 
Uru,luay 
Venezuela 

1,730 
540 

1,390 
1,170 
710 
770 
560 
760 
830 

1,500 
1,450 
2,820 

9.0 
4.0 
11.0 
13.0 
19.0 
21.0 
4.0 
6.0 
11.0 

16.0 
11.0 

14.0 
--
--
--
98.0 
--
22.0 
19.0 
4G.0 

--
18.0 
--

8,900 
2.300 

29,600 
3,000 
6,200 
1,900 

210 
50 

4,300 
--

1,100 
3,300 

15.0 
66.0 
44.0 
21.0 
41.0 
54.0 
32.0 
53.0 
45.0 

--
17.0 
22.0 

29.0 
--

18.0 
25.0 
23.0 
18.0 
24.0 
--

20.0 

29.0 
28.0 

2.7 
1.5 

33.5 
2.1 
8.7 
2.7 
0.2 
0.9 
5.1 
0.2 
0.3 
4.1 

93.0 
Z .0 
G 0 
! .0 
74.0 
68.0 
-­
79.0 
72.0 

-­
91.0 
77.0 

MTrfnLr AMrR!CA 

Costa Pica 
El Salvador 
Guatemala 
I.onJu 
Mexico 
N:icar~qua 
Panama 

1,240 
$70 
790 
450 

1,110 
830 

1,220 

34.0 
165.0 
47.0 
23.0 
26.0 
15.0 
19.0 

73.0 
276.0 
172.0 

-" 
--
--
89.0 

540 
1,090 
1,600 
800 

13,000 
504 
S0 

43.0 
47.0 
63.0 
65.0 
40.0 
51.0 
39.0 

19.0 
11.0 
18.0 
--
23.0 
17.0 
15.0 

0.6 
1.5 
1.8 
1.1 
21.4 
0.9 
0.5 

89.0 
58.0 
47.0 
52.0 
84.0 
S7.0 
82.0 

CAIoII?.tAl 

Dahamas 
Barbados 
Cuba 
Dominca 

3,450 
1,760 

900 
370 

14.0 1,025.0 
595.0 --

--
............-­

70 
90 

--

7.0 
16.0 

--

20.0 
28.0 

--

* 
*9.0 

2.1 

93.0 

--

Dor. RepublIc 840 89.0 166.0 1,073 55.0 11.0 1.7 51.0 
Frervida 
Guavailcupo 
I.1ILI 
Jamaica 
Martliquu 
Neth. Antillo 
Puer'o.Rico 
Trin. & Tobago 

450 
2.380 

230 
1,150 
3,340 
1,750 
2,460 
2,300 

--
--... 

175.0 
182.0 

...... 

..... 

...... 
184.0 

--

40;.0 
--

--

2,f00 
750 

-

350 

. 

a/. 
3 2: 4a, 
00.0 
33.0 
2U.I 
0 .8" 
--
25.0 

.. 
--
--
--
--
--
35.0 

0.1 
1.0 
0.5 
0.1 
* 
0.4 
0.2 

-­
20.0 
86.0 
-­
-­
-­

90.0 



TABLE 2 - (continued...) 

NOTE:
 

-- Indicates that data aro not available.
 

FOOTNOTESs 
Data are from the 1979 World Population Data Sheet, Population Reference Bureau Inc., Washington. D.C.
1/ 

2/ Data shown in the Population Reference Durenu's 1579 World Populaton Data Sheet have been used in the computation 
of the dependency ratio (populaion less than 15 years * population 65 years and over v population aged 15-64 

years). 

3/ The Rate of Natural increase jannual) is equal to the crude birth rate minus the crude death rate.
 

4/ Thq percentage of the total population living In areas defined as urban by each country.
 

S/ The Physical Quality of Life Index (PQLI) as shown on the 1979 World Population Data Shoot 'was developed by the
 
Overseas Development Council, Washington# D.C. in response to the need for a non-income measure that suxmarizes
 
the many aspects of human woll-boing. It combines three indicators - infant mortality, life expectancy at age one.
 

The index runs from 0 to 100, 0 being the lowest level of vell-being
and literacy - into a single composite index. 

and 100 being the highest."
 

6/ Per capita gross national product (GNP) is in Unfled States dollars.
 

7/ 
Data are from the World Tables 1976 (table 2), World Bank, Washington, D.C. 

G/ Data are from the World Bank's World Tables 1976 (table 3). with the exception of the followingt 

a/ Data obtained from the Yearbook of Labour Statistics, 1977 (table 2), International Tabour Offle. Geneva. 

Aefurs to yuar 1067. 

b/ Data obtained from the International Labour Office's Yearbook of Labour Statllics. 1977 (table 2). Refots 

to year 1972. 

9/ Dats obtained from the Population Referenco.nureau's 1978 World Population Data Sheet. 

a Indicates that the labor force increase was less than 50,000 people. 

Data are from the World Dank's World Tables 1976 (table S).
10/ 
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TABLE 3 - AVERAGE MONTHLY INCOME OF COLOMBIAN MIGRANTS TO VENEZUELA
 

BY OCCUPATION; IN COLOMBIA BEFORE MIGRATING AND IN VENEZUELA; IN 
NATIONAL CURRENCIES AND UNITED STATES DOLLARS, AT 1978 PRICES. * 

IN COLOMBIA IN VENEZUELA
 

PESOS DOLLARS N BOLIVARES DOLLARS N
 

OCCUPATION
 

1) Skilled
 
Workers 5,104 130 (24) 1,500 357 (23)
 

2) Construction
 
Workers 4,740 121 (25) 1,396 332 (41)
 

3) Mechanics &
 
Technicians 4,678 119 (34) 1,658 395 (49)
 

4) Office
 
- (-)
Workers 3,950 101 (5) ­

5) Salesmen 3,460 88 (19) 1,758 419 (14)
 

6) Service
 
Workers 3,081 79 (55) 1,529 364 (42)
 

7) Agricultural
 
Workers 2,838 72 (31) 714 170 (28)
 

8) Other (7) (3) 

Total 3,875 99 (200) 1,458 347 (200)
 

Source: Colombia: Ministerio de Trabajo y Seguridad Social. 1979.
 
" Encuesta de Trabajadores Colombianos Indocumentados Deportados
 
de Venezuela entre Noviembre 15, 1978 y Marzo 15, 1979," Bogota,
 
Colombia, mimeographed, pp. 49 and 51.
 

* In the source from which these figures were taken the monthly 

incomes for Colombia were adjusted to reflect the purchasing
 
power of the peso at 1.978 price levels (p. 47). The estimates
 
in U.S. dollars are only approximate since I assumed that the
 
official exchange rateF in 1979 were the same as those prevailing
 
in 1978 in both Colombia and Venezuela ( 4.20 Bolivares = one
 
dollar and 39.20 Pesos = one dollar).
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