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Zilnacanteco won: Prediction for Chaje
 

In a Mexican VilliAger
 

by 

*
Joaime Mogan and Marta Tienda " 

INfTRODUCTI ON 

St-ies of modernization have attainted to understand causes of social 

change, scrutinize potential consequences, and isolate factors that propel or 

inhibit slailar developwients in varied contexts (Portes, 197,). One relatively 

recent 9e"re of nodernization studies concerns the changing role of wcmen. or, 

more specifically, now nodernization influences womn's traditional activity 

do"Ins and social behavior. There are certainly nuserous bays to exzaiine how 

,neun's social roles and positions are altered by nrodernizatiol, but our con

cern 6s to Identify conditions that pertnit changes in traditional female roles 

and, subsequetnly, to evaluate lchal respciiss in term of old and new social 

a rrang nent s. 

TNm Zinacantecos, TzoZzil-speaking descendants of the Maya w+1 reside in 

the highlands of Chiapas, Mexico, provide an interesting case study to exafine 

the influeace of nodernization on wimen's roles. Over the past three decades. 

*any social scientists, but anthrooilogists in particular. have studied Zina

cantan quite extensively (Vogt, 1969, 1970; Collier, 1975; Colby. 1966; 

Cancian, 1965, 1972). These studies have iil-ustrated that In spite of 

kPapr presented at the Annual Metings of the Rural Sociological Society. 
Sa F-ncisco. California, August 31-September 3, 1978. W grateful;y ackrboul
edge ca ts ,d sujgestions from Robert mil1ir and Howard KArrison. 

**Ph.D. candidate in Developwint Studies, Land Tenure Center, arid Assistant 
Professor of Rural Sociology, Oniversity of isronsin-adison, respectively. 

1. The inforvation for the description of the Zinacanteco culture is mainly 

based on Evon Z. Vogt's books, Zinacantan (1969) an The Zinacantecos of Mexico 
(1970). 
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Increasing ccutact with thme ladino world,2 the Zinacantecas hae *&%&god to
 
Preserve their traditional life style ad cuIture within the boumuiries of the
 
muicipio.3 It has been pointed out, for e le. that the expansion of mu

nication and transportation newoirks has- led to changes Inthe material adl
ture, as reflected In housing construction, dress styles, ircreased Incidence
 
of bilingualism, and n patterns of wok. Also, Ziacanteco Ince has n
 
cressed considerably because of farming an us" labor activities outside the * 

However, In social and religious, areans mach less c€ange has occurred In 

spite of continued and Incre"ing contact with the non-Indian world. Vg 
(1969:613) explains that religious and civil Institutional arrangents help 

mitigate the disruptive Influmices of mdemizationi and therefore the caremw-

Mlal aspects of the native culre have been elaborated as wealth has Increased. 

In light of tmese responses to modern Influencies, the major destabilizing In I 

fluence for the Zinacantecms; Is t continued ar! rapid population Increase 

due to the steady lmprovenent In health careand mdornlmedcal practices. Al
thu:gh the Importance of this factor isbeen adInled.d. Its specific impli

cations for woinn's social roles hawe not been systematically considered. 

Our case Is that thm abilIty of the Zlnacantew' to altigate the poten

tially desabilizing fortes of mdernization rests partly m thm extent to
 

which womn have been excluded from public life, particularly from we en
 
S plomnt and mre prestigious social positions. i delop this argumnt 

first by considering "traditional" social and Institutional arranmts that
 

Inhibit wms social participation. Subsequently, w discuss hietha eco
 

logical Imalances stelng frm population growth could undermine the
 

2. Ladinos are Spanish speakers of Spanish-indlan descent. They represent
 
the national culture of Nlxio for the Ziacantecos and provide. linkage to:
 
(1) the wge labor sector of theeconomy; (2) etr.-Ml markets for agricultural
 
production; and (3) accss to e~dltlonal land. The ladino wrld Is also rep
resonted In Zinacantn by thim. psition of Secretary', an administrative post
 
filled by a ladino -qpointed by Ohe Mltaican goverwAt. This persn Is respon
sible fir recording d graphic data and tax Information, but does not have
 
nuclm influmece om decislons affetlng Zinacanteco life.
 

t Zinacantan 

lation of about 11.56)0 In 1970 living In 15 hamlets ivW a ceremnilal center,
 
Zinantan.
 

3. The maiciplo f coers 117 square kilometers with a pop-e 
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is'littde transfer of tillable, land from the patrilineage r~ecept for sales to 
met burial expenses. Usually. smal portions of tillable land are distrib
uted amng adult sons for hous~ng sites. Occasionally a favorite son way In
herit amujor portion of the famwupon the death of the head of theihouse 

^$hile land tenure arragments In the highlands are vry Iportant for 
the maintemnace of the patrilineal descent systemicultivation of highland 

areas generates about 20 percent of the Zinacantco Inoe. To supplement 
highland tillage, swiddmn agriculture Is practiced on lowland parcels rented 
f. ladinos. many of these fields are mre productive than those located 

closer to the mnlicpio, anci the longer distances my be reduced by better 

reeds and Improved transportation. Expansion of the ecoomic base through 
exploitation of resources outside the aiciplo enhances the material well
being of the poplatlon and increases theI ambers that can be sustained. How

ever, there appear to be limlts to the expansion of lowland faming, In term 
of both lnmd availability and surplus labor oasources. vogt (196:613) pre

dicts that excess labor will find its wy into ladino enterprises in San 

Crist6ball, but that wost Zinacantecos will remain in their hmlets and commute 
to work. This will allow then to maintain their ethmic Identity while working 

In the ladino world, thus €ontribting to the stability of the system. 

It is noteworthy thatmen are more likely to move Into weg labor since 

they are also more likely to have at.tended school, learned Spanish, and adopted 
ladino dress. Another advantage shared by man Is that almast pee-half acquire 
wage labor experience during adolescence by working for ladino families In San 
Crist6ba , Very few womn have similar experlences (Colby. 19l6:5) because 
of the way their roles are confined to the private, domestic spheres of life, 

or more generally, the social division of labor by sex. 

Te Dvision of Labor In Zinacantan 

The division of labor In Zinacantan provides Insight about the sex bases 

of social stratification. As shown In Figure 1, mn's econoic activities 
are centered around the production of goods and services for the 1hom. Seldom 

does their labor generate Incom becasethey neither control the main re

sources used In extradmstic exchane nor engag. In activities which place 

them In contact with the ladino culture. Women own chickens which are used 
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Thme Zisacanteco, hae a highly ritualized life which entails several mior 
Cermnies throughout the year In addition to daily public rituals. All care

ies10 conducted by cargolholders idhoare are always mle. The all-inle cargo 

4- The Cargo position Is held for one andyear. the cargobolder Is expected to spend large amts of mey cn food. liquor. candles, and fireworkswhich are needed for the caimoi [s. Providing for cargo coemles serves aleveling function within the commuity because accumulated private wealth Israpidly dissipated In public ceremony with prestige accorded to the spender.The cargo hierarchy Is a pyramidal structure with inny entrV level posi-ClOns and fewer positions as onw moves to she top. Host man only serve entrylevel cargos; only heads of large lineages are able to pass through the cargo
hierarchy. 
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system Is "the ke) feature of the soci2l structure" ttat "define, the liufts 

of cmtu.r-ity ftefefibrship, reinforcf-s ccovitmnt to cw' valus, redues ;c

tential c-w.f!ict. and svp~orts trj.itCic~a1 -kisMip patternsl (*-,gt, 1970:19; 

199:269). Hi; prestige rather t.wn c.,cct.:uic coppensation is the nain reward 

for c3rqcholiors. i. ver, the exci.sic, of crien from direct particilatio 

in 6he car?: Svstem: effectioel 1,"its their .3Nilit) to directly acquire pres

tig54 atnd, th?\. szcal star~s except irdirectly trcs~co their lvt.,ds. 

Cargo positions are rot lnherited, bt ratlier based on accamlated re

sources -- kinship reiAtioshi~s. T-e cerga systen rewards actieverd strcrg 

w,t in accordarcze m.itt, two P'ayan vahoes: ;rdi tvc a;ricultura andwor 

:-zmmriuty s-Ervice (Cancian, !365:737). To ;s$s s.iccssfulij t rcgr. the cargo 

Syste, a Ty3.9 mast -nt :rltp ,-,e na. y cO a..'res abcm will ca l L.;C for 

telp in ccmletirg !is c3rk:, . t a'sc be a 9c.,: r.aize f3rimr to accumiulate 

sbstatial &mo.-,ts of ixe.- for tr*, car o. %.-er ea n tirks te has acufu

ted s.fflcient res.o,,rces a. establithed s:rc-g relationships a cg exted4ed 

kin, ,he will sin ,; for a c3rg.o. 

Sesides t e cargos, twic ot rr positions ccwiand potr, prestige. and high 

status in Zinaca' ta: religious po-sts anrd civil office. Together, these three 

grcWs of positions forh the tc; of tre ajt,)ority structure and their occu

pants naxae nest of the invortaint decisions concerning the Internal and exter

nal interacticns of the rnicipio. Civil officeholders are required to settle 

diWutes, serve as liatsions :etween the m.icipio and the Mexican governimet, 

&rdcarry rwt some of the reliSi..s activities s$ch as hosting Year 4 !fvewe 

(by eiCeremoeiies.5 Like C-r9O positions, civil offices are filled by mrlas 

ther selection or election) armd are grefraily held for three years. A" in, 

prestige rather t.'ar noetary compensation is what makes these positions at

tractive to Zir.ca&nteco wales. 

Ircumbetits of religious posts (shaw'ns), unlike these of cargos or civil 

° 
female. Aale shmw s treat illness. ccmmunlpositions, can b, either uile or 

cate with the gods to insure good crops, ard propitiate the gods living in the 

5. Year Rtrewal Ceremonies are a series of mjor ceremonies held in the 

carenx~ial counter during the Christms-New Year period to celebrate the ending 

ofr the year wrd to petition the gods for a prosperous coning year. 



thst all wIl hIbelt ith the gou. Is 
that wome ir mre constrained In tie t~pes of activities they perform as 
saas: fErnie shamas perfiormonly private curing m~raw le, .wereas their 
sale cutrparts act as religious ledrs mod perform all public edainls. 

sacred mtains so v l It noteworthy 

By social definition. the "good" somnmust be exclud from particip.
t[o in socially prestigious activities an relegated ton subrdimate post

tic. In the private (household) dMana.. This view Is well 'Illustrated by the 

pervasive sex roleste )pes: the Ideal fe I s "a Womn wo s of'st, and 
sumissive-a womn Wo Is di igent In household tasks," whreas the Ideal 

male Is "a 'hard' mon We Is brave and virile--a temperate -en strong enough 
to rsist tetation, (and] i fulfills cargo responsibilities" (laffer, 

1972:127; Cuician, IM7S73). Sex role Idelogy further Inhibits womins par
ticipation Inpublic activities because allegorcal forms of social control 
delimit their activity domins. Indeed, they cannot evu travel to tha care
mnal center without being accompanied by a mi. either a huasbanmd or a fa
ther (Slaffer, 1372). 

Ine4ality betwemn the senes Is also evident in activities pertaining to 

the private sphere of life. Altough, both mies and femles perform tasks 

wuich are necessary for the survival of-the faily, the division of labor 

within the household further reinforces sex based inequality In Zinacantan. 

M are basically responsible for providing mlze and u are responsible 

for aing tortillas and other mize foods served at every ea.l N ow r, 
there are "symolcl aspects of this relationship that reflect i . uequal ran 

betwen the seer. For exmple, men sit on low chelrs inside the house whereas 

wm sit on the floor. 11 do the serving and cooking, and wnil they nib
bie as they serva the me and bays, they do not finish their mil unthi the 

6. Fmle sexual ity Is considered dangerous and something to be guarded
because of Its potential to cass illness. Pregnt omn are ded able to 
cause soul loss and my womn any from the hoause =Pumd by herself Is con
sidered fair target for rape. be must be especially careful of the ,ythi
cal dom hik~al tht att&cks tose %aln Wo are not careful of their sew 
ality. It sl said t'tt If a youmg girl is too flirtatious, she will be 
gang-" e a" (although no reportedthat thiseby the r.yAx of the hamlet 
ever hmpend). Mom Importantly, if a woman acts m detly. her beavor 
will reflect badly on ir husban d can.father In the loss ofand resut 
herd earned prestige. 



aw comlete thirs. Wbws Always walk behind am, are often epete to %fmlk 
behind boys of torn or *le*~, and must stop~ to let -e pass an a path (Colby, 

1967:423;, Colby. 1566:18; Collier, 1973:7; Canclan. 1%5:33). 

Social ranking Is Important In Zinacantan, and ranking behavior Is also 

observwble In mny othr activities. In ritual drinking, the oldest ml.i s 

served first, then other males according to a"e. It Is only after all -e are 

*served that wmnare served, again going from the oldest to tie vourngest. 

Thm s~molic message comicated by ritual drinking activities Is that while 

thUZacanteco social structure has an underlying hierarchy based on age and 

sex. this ranking dos not result In any Individual receiving less of a social. 

cermoial, or economic good C(ot, l17:6). Sex ranking Is never motiEoned 

expIcItly, Wut It Is unclear udstlmr this reflects tie indifference of tht 
social scientist observers or the ZinacanteO assmptions about wmns place 

In society.
 

OM !I ICATIOSlMINIZATIO AMNCP IN ZINACIANTAM: FOR FIVALE OLES 

Geographical Isolation and language barriers have partly sheltered Zisa

catam from thm Influces of grh and modernization e perienced In the 

Kexican nation, but, especially In w recent years, part of the "IsolatiOO 

my be self-imposed. That is,as contact with ladino societies continues to 

Increase, one might expect a graodual but Irreversible erosion of Indigenous 

institutions and behavior patters. This Is not always the case InZinacantam , 

particularly In areas of social organization and religious practices. Yogt 

(1969:605) has suggested that as a coumterreactIon to th strong Influence of 

ladlo culture the social system Is undergoing a "revitallstlc' phase of de

velomnt. One maifestatlon of this Is tim elaboration of the traditional 

cer-emnial life as wealth Increases (Vgt. 1969:613). Similarly, Collier 

(1575:17) argues that "ethnlic behavlor Isa vital, dynamic response that these 

groups mks to peripheral placm t In a larger system," it might be Inferred 

that tim Zinacantecos have deliberately strived to preserve thiir culture in 

order to Isolate and protect themselves frm the ladino culture. 

As a bonded oultural system based ca scarce and limited resources, Zina

canta. maintained a fairly -adequate balace wng four basic ecological elemnts: 

''tnS~t i ed ," ".. ." ... . .
 



population. envircommat, technology, and social organization. Howvr, despite 
efforts to strengthen and preserve their ethuic Identity, Improents In the 

standard of living afforded through better health care and housing hlihr in

crns, and the cultural Importat ions frm the mass society could still ider

nine the ability of the commnity to preserve Its distinctive indigeno s char

actor and particularly the extent to which wn are sheltered from modern In

fluences. That is. If the Zincanteco sponse to the direct influences of 

modernization (ie., cultural and material Importations from ladinos) has been 
a strengthening of the traditional culture, the*likely response to the Indirect 

consequences of mrization, especialy population growth, Is less certain. 

W maintain that because population growth places pressure an the limited re
source base, it can ultiately stimulate changes in social organization. The 

techuiques of Oval Olagrainlng7 can be used to help visualize how such effects 

way operate in destabilizing a social system through circular flows of cause 

and effect. 

Figure 2 Is a highly aggregated model which Illustrates how this process 

works. First, population growth exerts pressure on the resource base. Adap

tive strategies are developed to provide additional resources, but this com

pensatory reaction In turn provides a stimulus for dmographic growth. This 

system forms a positive loop vhich implies that the system will continue to 

e .pard so eogeneous force is Introduced to alter the sequence or Suntil 

limit Is reached. Obviously, the underlying process Is not lilar, but Instead 

a cmlex causal chain whereby an adaptive strategy may feed back to exacerbate 

the original problem It was Intended to solve. 

As shown in Table I, the population of Zinacantan has Increased steadily, 

although not at a uniform rate, since 1930. During the last intercePsal pC

riod, the population growth rate In the mimicipto was considerably higher than 

the national grouth rate of 3.5 percent. Although there are no available pub

lished data abt birth and death ra es, It Is safe to conclude that the ob

served Irrease Is almost exclusively due to natural Increase stemming from 

falling death rates in tie absence of any significant fertility decline. 

7. For explanation of the Oval Diagramaing Technique, see Peter Delp, Arm 
Thesen, Jugar iPotwlla, Weelakantan Seshadri, SystemTols for Project Planning 
(SlInng Id.: International Developmw tii"tute f§W. 
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Dynanic Inzeracticns of Popilatic-%Smmvi, Rtsovrccs and Traditional C;jlture 

i ;rat ion 

%ational 

Avaliabi'',ty 
+ Infrastr-icture 

4o I a ri 

%ked IC's I 
Tecrm I czy Motor!ze,. 

7ranspcr at 

Po:wlation 
+ 

7r ac; 1 

::er:od 

Pressure =n 
nigrtlar 4 -esc ;rce 

t4 se 

ge ab:-,r i-! 
ad i --.o 

,!.a ke 

;I-ess.re 7
ar-- - e- ta,!ce 

svszer, a- ;at. .'',-eai 

ar.4. lad:-%o cjitire Iesce: !, ::rc.:) 

+ 4. 

%6-riber of -ren 
aval;alblle -cr 

;a-t:--:;a*,;:Cn ir, - -
syster. I y 

,cargo" rel igicjs sys,.c. C-.;!tjre 
"r ) zz ::erlor, 



"
, 

, , '" ,.. . .: .. - L'' ' '' .. t •
 

• :. ." • . ~~.. '.. . . . : •, , ., i / / ," 

pay tha briderice without going Into debt, courtships are sIhotned. age at 

mar.riage declines. and fertility subsequently Increases (Collier, 1975:121..2). 

Similar effects are likely to be experienced InZinacantan. That Is, as the 

f low of we Incom Into the Zisacanteco scumny enables may prospective 

grooms to accuulate sufficient resources for the brideprice prior to umarriage, 

tie traditional courtship period ay be shortened and age at marriage lowered. 

AnIt follows that, because women will be exposed to the risk of pregnacy 

for longer periods. fertility Oil. rise. 

to the cash payet of bride-Tim Zinacanteco myfindyen m benefit 

price since neuly wrried coples ay not have to live with thi husband's faw 

under the control of her aother- n-law. One disily and thm bride will not be 

advantage of al lowing young couples to establish saparate nuclear households 

Is that the SNA may be weakened. Since extended living arrangnts Influ

the cargo system, the ability of the group to maintainence participation In 

In summary, it is noteworthyits traditional culture will also be affected. 


that both the Increased lowland cultivation and wage labor strategies to cope
 

with population Increase forn positive loops. This implies that the system
 

will continue to expand, as Indead it has (Table 1).
 

There are still other Influences which bear upon the longterm viability 

of the cultural system. Economic expansion (wage labor and Increased exploi

tation of lowland faming) and population growth man that more e will quai

ify for cargo positions. According to Canclan (1965:1.0; 169-170), unless the 

cargo systom is able to expand to provide for the needs of a growing popula

tion, full participation cmanot be maintained and the reinforcImmt of comu

nlty values may be severely weakened. tViaiting listsa for cargo positions are 

filled years into the future, and while the lists allow Indirect, postponed 

the system. Asparticipation, they may be insufficient to maintain faith in 

shown in Table 2, the growth In cargo positions has not kept pace with deo

graphic Increase: uftreas the population of Zinacantan Increased 436 percent 

the Tzotzll name for the extended patrillneal group. The8 Th,, SISA Is 
lineae head of the SNAland a labor resources that can be mobilized by the 

to hold cargodetermine the ability of the head and other members of the SNA 

positions. 



Table 2 

Growth in Car9o Positions: Zin&cmntan. 1930-1970
 

Number of Growth PerYear Car9o Positions Decade 
(percentage) 

1930 
 55
 
3.5


19o 57
 
3.5


1950 
 59
 

1960 61
 

6.5
1970 
 65
 

Total Increase 
 10 
 18.0
 

S0 arce: Adapted fron Vogt. 1976, Table 3, P. 196. 
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from 1I3 througih" 1970. tinrm er of cargo positIons expanded only Is pe.cm t 

from 55 positions In 1930 to 65 In 1970. 

One solution for the inablility of the cargo system to accmdate the 

growing number of Individuals waiting to fill cargo positions Is the division 

of Zinacantan into two mnicipios. This would Increase the niuber of cargo 

positions In the sho~rt rn (Canclan, 1965:192-194). but my evetually load 

to the compete breaddin of the Indian comnity. In other words. tha carao 

syston woId not adequately --f illits -integrati-ve. fluctio~n it tim _J Vs asp 

the nuicipio requiired the separation of extended kin groupis. While It appears 

that the "split-off' alternative Is tim only way the cargo systen can ontinue, 

It also mos that group li ginity cannot be maintained. Witness the differ 

USCSS between the neighboring muicipios of Chiala aerd Zinacantam (Vogt 1969). 

Thm breakdown of the all-male cargo system has implications for the do

gree of social cohesion and Ins position In society. As more me are able 

to accinmulate enough resources through savings from wage labor, theV y Pass 

thro'ugh the cargo system wtumt resoumo mobilIization assistance from kin. 

u If: so,/ function! achieved through:+ reciprocity •and/: exchange: amng/L . Y the Integrative ( ! ' 	 : ! 
:?~i+ / : i : i i / iY :i : 

i 
i / ! / / •i / Y • r i ?/o 

kin will disappear. Moreover. Ins contribution to the household econwwyt 
.	 -.. ' I:/ : I < .. - -.• 	 . . i. .. . .i /i 	

'

wshich enhances the ability of their me to fulfill a cargo position, wouild also 

be Jeopardized. Since their status Is subordinated to that of timir husband 

and father, their position my deteriorate even further, unless comensated In 

other ways. Ur, w-coinld have a vested Interest In mintainlag tim status quo, 

for In the short can. timir alternatives are limited- re so than Is true for 

Alternatively, the breakdomn of the cargo systea my enhance the"im' 

position by destroying one of the machanisms, by which -ma intain their so

cial dominance. This would be particularly true If women begin to use those 

resources previously emloyed In the acquisition of =Ile prestige for their 

oun social and econmic advancst, but this possibility reflects a long9 

rather then a short-tern outcome. Wether the traditional culture will Per

sist In the absence of the cargo system Is yet uclear. Colby (1966:56) does 

noot believe that the cargo system Is as vital to maintaining ethnic Identity 

as the preservation of tie Tzotzli 1 langage, the Zinacanteco style of dress, 

the suiddmn agricultural system. and the Zimacanteco system Of values and 

.	 . 
/ T 



beliefs. Stnce a r than me appear to mintain most of those behaviors 

associated with the ethnic Identity of the ZInacantecos (the exctiow Is par

ticipation In swidden agriculture, vAlch Is a male activity), it is possible 

that they will strive to protect the traditional culture which shelters thu. 

fro the uncertainties of the ladino orld. However, as cultural contact ac-

celerates a wn be rare are of the chlangi roles experienced by 

their cosunterparts Insimilar ethnic comuuities, they way be lss enem

ored with the role of mlntaIrnlpgaculture designed' to accmala'e and, tras

for resources for the muhancimt of meni's prestige. In Zinacantan, this type 

of "dumostration effect" Is In Its infacy. The reasons are fairly 
st raIghtforword.
 

First, It is essential to acknowledge that In the present cultural system, 

there are limited alternatives for resource accuilation ead use, particularly 

for women. Increases In wealth have not resulted In t1phsubstitution of mwte

ral goods for social prestige, but rather In the elaboration of cer - fal 

rituals and festivals. Prestige Is structured arouad the cargo hierarchy and 

Individual aspirations are tailored actordingly. Thus. until the bases of so

cial prestige are shifted from nonmaterial to material rewards, It Is unlikely 

that Zinacantecos will strive for mterial goods for their owm sake. Second, 

the long-term effects of a luding w from wage emplovnt and direct par
e
ticipation in socially prestigious positions as w ll as providing differential 

access to education will continue to dampen omen's aspirations for som tim 

to cci.
 

For exaple, wmen generally lack Spanish language skills because of a 

strong reluctance to sand girls to school. This hesitancy stems from a fear 

of losing their ethnic Identity, as would be the case for womn who warried 

ladinos (and thereby had to leave the municiplo). Others are apprehensive 

about not filling normatively sanctioned subservient roles (Colby. 1966:46 7). 

The proportion of literate wn In Zinacantan has not surpassed one-third 

since 1930 and the gap In differential literacy rates by sex has not narrowed 

over the last four decades. VWareas the male and female literacy rats were 

F and 5 percent, respectively, In 1930, by 1970 these had changed to 42 and 

28 percent, respectively. It would appear that on this social characteristic,
 

the relative positions of the sexes have changed little. 



SUPAT AN CONCULUSN 

To simrize, the effects of Ja-ion growth and the adaptive strategies 

shown In Figure 3 haveiuoplications for the ability of Zinacantecos to preserve 

their traditional culture. both lomeia d cultivation and we labor Increase 

contact with the ladino culture and u4bseqwntly the need for Spanish language 

skills. This, coupled with mounting pressure an theInheritance system and 

patrilineal descent grow vis-11-vis pressure an the highland resurce base, 

couldaken -the- foundator fZ-2inacantus's -sociaI-,organlizat Ion.---Thus,.-reser-~ 

vation of the traditional culture Is related to the ability of Zinacantecos to 

maintain the delicate balance between their resource base, their social orga

nzation, mn their enviroent In the face of mting population pressure. 

This force is ore significant than the direct pressures of modernization stw 

sng from greater contact with ladinos. The breakdown of the IntAgrative cargo 

;rstitation my signal a system overload resulting from an Inability to Incor 

rv rate the numer of men o nt to participate. As we have shown, a growing 

comuatlon and expanded earning pwer des to wage labor and lowland cultivation 

%III continue to raise that nbr at an Increasing rate. 

orZinacanteco son Interact Iore exten31vely with the dominant ~ican 

ladin, culture than do Im, and their role as a filter for mrnizing Influ

e s considerably delimits mn s oial and ecouomic activity domains. The 

ic remins the bastion of ethnic Identity and wi are the gusirdian5 of that 

intity. But. as - must balanc the Influences of the laino ard Indian 

worlds, they are more Inclined to pursue strategies that will enable them to 

take advantage of changing circumstances. Wile their comarative advantage 

resulting from their greater access to the benefits of the ladino world my 

serve to strengthen their dominance within their cam envirmt, eI are also 

r-re subject to stress that results from trying to maintain their Indian Iden
" 

t.ty. Consequently, am must pay a psychological cost for taking advantage of 

rviw opFortunities afforded by economic and social modernization. These costs 

.sin,iy be cmpensated by economic and social rewards. an the other hand, 

smiy be presently more secure In their Indian identity, but experience the dis

advantages that result from a subordinated social and economic status. 

In the future wmen will also be affected by chuges due to Increasing 

contact with the ladlno environm t, although not nearly to the sae extent 
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or .us the smwy as m. For sn It way e Itly io attending school, 
learniing Spanish, adoting iadiuio dress, and perhaps ea participating In *cc,
aiomlc and socialI activities formerly designated for me oily. However, for 
Znacteco woma to enter the wage labor arket there mistc about sigtif-
Icnt chnges In the social definition of the "good" wmn as ae tows to 
the domstic noeo of her husband and family. in addition to changes thein 
Ideology of Sax, new,opportunities which favor female elo it must exlpand. 

It Is ulikely that these will become available In the twiciplo. 

Wetter the breaoo of tie key cultural graduallyow Institutions occurs 

m theserInfluence of ladinas as suggested by Collier (1975), or through the 

collapse of the cargo system as Vogt (199) claim, we ny not reap many 

benefits In the shiort rn and my eae lose security. Over tie long tern. 
t+o ver, their prospects my be brighter. l i ng ZinacantanTie fche russ con
:l"o s to be that of maintaining etInic identity while taking advantage of 

=wiarn techniology and the expansion of the national market scarn I. Wben 
Mve been especially disadvantaged in this regard. but, as population growth 
a,!7=erates. tie strategy of maintaining the old culture by Isolating wome 
I.Nto their traditional roles my be self-defeating because tie stress placed 

o,, the system will citinu t~o Increase In the future. It wold appear that 
a slowor, In the rate of deographic growth Is a necessary, albeit Insuffl

cluit. crndiu'ta to preven the system's breakdown, but It is not clear whether 
tese Coo goois are recma:ilable. 

!iilU 
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