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INTRODUCT I OM

Studies of modermization have attompted to understand causes of soclal
change, scrulinize potential conseguences, and isolate factors that propel or
inhibit similar davelopments in varied contexts (Portes, 1974). One relatively
recent genre of modernization studies concerns the changlng rote of women, or,
more specifically, now modermizaticn influences women's traditional activity
dorains and soclal behavicr. There are certainly numerous ways to exanine how
women's social roles and positions are altered by modernization, dSut ocur con-
cern is to identify conditions thst permit changes in traditional female roles
and, subsequently, to evaluate local respcnsas In terms of old and new social

arrangements.

The er\acameccm.l Tzozzi|-speaking descendants of the Maya who reside in
the highlands of Chiapas, Mexico, provide an interesting case study to examine
the (nfluence of modermization on women's roles. Ower the past three decades,
many social scientists, but anthropologlists in particular, have studied Zina-
cantan guite extensively (vogt, 1969, 1970; Collier, 1975; Colby, 1966;
Cancian, 1965, 1972). Thesc studies have Illustrated that in spite of

*Paper presented at the Annual Meetings of the Rural Sociological Society,
Sen F-anclsco, California, August Jl-September 3, 1978. we gratefully acknowl-
edge comments nd suggestions from Acbert Miller and Howard Harrison.

*tPh.0. candidate in Development Studies, Land Tenure Center, ard Assistant
Professaor of Rural Sociology, University of Wisconsin-Madison, respectively.

1. The information for the description of the Zinacanteco cuiture is mainly
based on Evon 2. Vogt's books, Zinacantan (1963) and The Zinacantecos of Mexico
(1970).
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systes |3 “'the key feature of the socizl structure' thet ''defines the Vimlts
of conmrity memdership, reinforcas comnitment to common values, reduces »o-
tential conflict, and supports traditional winskip pattems” (wcgt, 1970:19;
1969:263) . wizh prestige rather than cconcmic compensation s the main reward
for cargomolders. rowever, the exciusice of women from direct participaticon
in the cargc systen effectively tamits their asility to directly acguire pres-

tige ard, trus, sccizl status emcept irdirectly throwgh thelr Puskands,

Cargo positions are not inkerited, but ratrer based on accumylated re-
scurces 23 stroeg kinship relationships. Toe c2rgo system rewards achieve-
ment in accordance with ted Maysn values: srogottiwe agricultural wore and
community service (Cancian, 1%€3:737). T2 pass swcessfully threugn the cargo
System, 2 man must a0t ooly have maty compadres whom M wlll cal) upon for
nelp in completing ris cargs, Sut a'sc be 3 good naize farmer to accumilate
substantial amcurits of noerey for thme cargs. Wher 2 men thicks he has accumys
lated sufficient rescurces 3nd establiszhed strong relationships among extended

kir, he will sign oo for a2 carge.

Besides the cargol, lwec Other positicns command powmer, prestige, and high
status in linacanter: religious posts and civil cffice. Together, these three
grougs of positions form the tce of the authority structure and thelr occu-
pants maxe rost of the important decisions comcerning the intemal and exter-
nal interacticas of the municipio. Civil officenolders are required to settle
disputes, serve as liaisons Detween the mnizipio and the Mexican government,
and carry cut some of the religicus activities such as hosting Year Renewal
5

Ceremcnies.’ Like cirgo positions, civil cffices are filled by nales (by el-
ther seiecticn or election) ard arc generally held for three years. Agaln,
prestige ratner than monetary compensation is what makes these positions at-

tractive to Zinacanteco males,
Ircumbents of religicus posts (shanans), unlike thcse of cargos or civlil

positions, can bn either male cr female. PMale shamans treal il1lness, commmnli-

cate with the gods to insure good crops, and propitiate the gods living in the

§. Year Rerewal Caremonies are a series of major ceremonies held in the
ceremcnial center during the Christmas-New Year period to celebrate the ending
of the year and to petition the gods for a prosperous coming year.
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Figure ]

Dynanric interacticns of Populaticn Gromtn, Resources and Traditional (ulture
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Table 2

Srowth in Cargo Positions:

lZinacantan, 1930-1970

Number of Growth Per
Year Cargo Positions Decade
(percentage)

1930 55

3.§
1940 57

3.5
1950 59

3.3
1960 61

6.5
1970 65
Total Increase 10 18.0

Scurce: Acapted from Vogt, 1976, Tadle 3. p. 196.
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