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LDC PARTICIFATION IN MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH

I. Sccpe of Work

This project invclved the following tasks:

1. Assessment cf the interest and capability of
a number of research institutes in Asia, Africa
and Latin America to undertaxe relevant research
on lssues ci develcpment policy.

2. On the basis cf the apove enguirles, assistance
to L.D.C. research 1iastitutes in (a) identifying
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requirec and (b) preparing volicvy-oriented

research progcsals designed to investigate these

problems which could be executed by the institutes

P

with AID fundinc

i. Gbjectives of the Project

The objectives of the project were (l) increase the parti-
cipation of LDC research institutes in AID sponsored programs in
order to make their research more relevant and agplicable to LDC

development problems, and (2) increase the research capacity of

the LDC institutes as a contribution to raising LDC davelopment
capabilities. As with other development research efforts, it
was also hoped that the research would make a valuable net
contribution to international understanding of developmrat

problems and the efficacy of alternative policy measures, and



would increase the available supply of socio-economic data on
developing countries.

In the past, LDC researchers have frequently criticized
the nature of the research relationship between the developed
and the underdeveloped countries, pointing both te its
substantive undesirability (:zhe danger of the creation of research
priorities-of greater interest to the donor than to the donee)
and its procedural impropriety (the inability of LDC researchers
Lo participate equally with developed country researchers on
work done in their own countries.)

For example, the Bellagio Conference on Social Sciences
and Development (held in 1974 under the auspices of AID, the
International Development Research Center of Canada, the IBRD,
the Ford Foundation, and the Rockefeller Foundation) composed of
leading LDC researchers and heads of donor research institutions,
examined the problem of LDC research participation, and in its
report noted the substantive problem that:

"many of the research financing agencies in
developed countries gave priority t~ rasearch
that met their own needs, which w < primarily
those of the national aid agencles supported
by those countries. While this was not wrong,
1t was not enough, and more weicht should be
given to the research needs of the developing

countries themselves, and to the building up
of research capacity in those countries. ., ." 1/

1/

—"The Social Sciences g Development, Papers presaented at a
Conference in Bellagio, 1taly, on the Financing of Social Science
Research for Development (February, 1974) p. 225,




as a procedural problem.
was subcontracted tc LDC institutes, but where the LDC representa-
tives typically }
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The {irst meeting of the Third World Forum, held 1n

tellectuals Irem develcping countries in Asla, Africa and

Latin Americe, also struck bozh the substantive and procedural

syctematic lntellectual biases which hav

ioted above. The particirants identified a need to confront

e begen diffused in

mucn of the world on such gueszisons as economic development,

international trade, welfare ececncmics and project criteria."=

2/

It set forth, as 1ts objective, the formulation of alternative

develorment strategies from tho
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To this end 1t saw the need:

"to stimulate and organize re
economic research particulard
the regional and naticnal res
institutes in the Third World

Communique of the Third World Foru

January 1975, p. 8 (iimeo).
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Thus increased participation by LDC institutes in development
research is not a new idea. However the support for LDC insti-
tutes to prepare proposals according to their own priorities
and to act as primary contractor does represent a significant advance
in AID's previous research practice. 1In this regard, it 1is
consistent with the program approach of U.S. foreign assis-
tance that emphasizes increased participatioQ by the recipient
communities in both the planning and the implementation of
various development programs that receive AID assistance. It
is also consistent with AID policy on research which calls for
genuine collaboration of LDC research institutions in Agency

research projects aand programs.

III. Summary of IILED Work on the Project

The project has been funded in two purts, a first phase

which was essentially an assessment and evaluation phase designed

tc explore the feasibility of the project, and a second phase

designed to translate the preliminary findings into action

by launching several research studies in different LDC institutes.
In the first phase, 120 research institutes in Aslia,

Africa and the Caribbean were selected through a process of

research and discussion as having research capabilities and

interests compatible with the type of study envisioned for

development during the later phase of the project. Thirty-nine of

these institutes responded to an enquiry as to their interest

in the project, and from this group, eight institutes were












requirements, analytical problems and scale of work required, and

that the recults would be presented in a form most appropriate

i
to use nocds. .’

buring this {ieid mission, discussions were also held
vwith the University of Zambia and the University's African
Studios Instituce, and with the National University of Rwanda
ond the Institute of Scientific and Ayraicultural Research
concerning Lhe pPossibility of research roposal submissiong
from these bodics.,  Similar discussions took Place 1n Washington
with 1epresentatives of the University Lf Yaound. and with a
Fepresentetive of the government of Ni:roria.

Auission to Asia was undertaken in December 1977 to
Progress discussions of research broposils with the Marga
Institute, Si1i Lanka and the Small Industry Extension Training
Institute, India. Extensive discussions; were also held with
the Center for Educational Research, Innovation and Development
and with the Centre for Economic Development and Administration
in Kathmandu, Nepal, concerning the possible involvement of

. A . : 8
these two institutes in the pKOJect.m/

A sccond mlssion to Africa was undertakoen botween
January and March 197g. Folluw-up discussion with the local
USAID project manager and staff of Lhe Burcaun  of Educational

Rescarch in Nairobi, Kenya ironed out problems in the

Z/ The work of this ficld mission was desceribed in the

11LED Phase I1 Progress Report of July . 977.
4 See TILED Phase 11 Progress Report of December 1977 for
additional detail on these discussions.
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In addition, contacts were eostablished in Phase c1oand
followed-up orally in Phase I1I, with thz objective of eliciting
proposals, with the following institutes in Africa:

(1) Institut Fondamental de L'Af:ique Noire, senegal

(2) Centre lvoirien de Recherches Economigues et
Sociales, Ivory Coast

(3) Socicte Africaine de Btudes -t du Developpment,
Upper Volta

(4) Centre V. 'taique de la Reche che Scientifique,
Upper Volta

(5) Institut de Recherche en S¢.onces Humanes,
Universite de liarrey, Niger

(6) Organisation for African Uni -y Centre for Linguistic
and Historical Studies Ly Oral Tradition, Niger

No firm proposals have as yvet been rece ved {rom this group.

V. Assvssuent of (he

PILED Intermodiary Role in the Project

The following ITLED stafl, who are listod alphabetically,
have been involved in the project:

Mr, Robin Broadfield

Ms. Sandra Collier

Dr. Bddmond o0 il chinson

Mr. Arnold hoeibowitz

Mr. John Marshall

br. ban Ii. Perin

Dr. Warren wWeinstein

In cach case, at least two of these staflrt members have

been in contact with the institutes part.cipating in the project.
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Experience with the implementation of the project has
confirmed that the 1L thtermediary role has been ccitical
to its success to date.  Political cons derations would have
made it difticult for AID to .ecal directly with rany LED rescarch
institutes and their personnal.  In add:tion, TILED involvement
has given the vroject a degrce of profc: sional crodibility .
This has resulved LDoth from the LDC nstitutes’ knowledoae that
they were dealing with a professicnal Avericen rescarch organization
which could offer then a window on U.3. and inlornational rasearch,
and from their expericnce of dealing perconally with the 1ILED statt
involved in the project.  LDC rescarch 1orsonnel and olficials
responsible rfor cversceing research act:vities tend to view ALD
perscnnel as government ofJicials and bhireaucrats.  On the other
hand, LDC resecarchers have been able to relate dicectly to the
LILER stat: as collecoves rosulbting in congsoegquentie b dimprovene
in project effectivenncs,

Not only has the intermediary role of the IILED been
critical 1n generating the participation of LDC vresearch
institutes in the project, but the role permitted I1LED to
participate more cctively in the design and processing of the
research proposals.  1In several instances, the JTILED project staff
werc dable to ofiur constructive eriticiims of an institute or its

proposals that an AlD oificial would hate been unable to communicite.
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AlD Washington, which is ultimately responsible for management
of the project, wmay not have easily estoiblished such relationships
or purformed ihe role of the constructive critic.

Tancania and Srio Lonka affera o ocood exanple of this
point. In the f(ormer casc, 11LED was specifically reguested to
nrovide support to the Bureau of Bducat onal Research 1n both
the preparation oi thelr proposal and Lthe executlon o!f the
stwdo.  As oo vesabe, LILED staly worked closely wioh bRl statt
Lo rovise the scope and methodology of <he BER propos 1 for
submissicn to ALDSPPC. In the latter case, after initial con-
tacts had been established in Washington, TILED was able to
discuss with the stafi of the Marga Tns-itute some of the weak-
nesses in Lhe Institute's vescarch capanilities and thus help
Lo overcomne these shorteomings.  This constructively critical
role which the I1LLDL has been able to p:ay should bring consi-
derable benefits in terms of the gualit: of resource cutputs.

The intermediary roie of the LILGD also appears Lo have
facilitatod Al mission relationships with local institutes
and with their Alb-sponsored rescarvch projects. By acting In
a support role to 1ILED, the missions hive avoided the risk that
their participation would compromisc thr reputation of{ the
rescarch institute, and AlD-mission partilcipation 1n the project

Las thas been both actiave and well recetved,
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have been greater, as these instilutes Fave relatively [oewer
alternative sovrces of finance and poorer qrowth prospoects,
If the project is successful and woll rocoived 1n AID, the

pussibility of placing graater emphasis on its institul ion-

building role 1n the future might Lo corsidered,

3. Potential for Inter-Institution
Communicaticn and Collaboration

The possibility of devoeloping corporative rescarch studioes
involving several anstitutes in o regior Lo examnine issues in a
multinational context was explicitly included i1n the proioct's
original proposal. However, when the Project was launched, ALD
decided that budgetary constraints would not permit. thoe devoltion
of sufticront 1escarees for LILED to overcome the weak existing
institutional reiationships and for effeotive inter-institute
cooperativn in the Flanning and cxecuticn of rescarch.  Thoerolore,
ALD decided the  the protect should foens on the development of
single-country projects and sbandon the attempt to develop
multinational propusals.

In first hand ©2ntactls with regearch institutes, which
occurred mostly in {icld missions, the project staff{ have nevor-
thelesy conslstently attempted to explor @ the iotentral for joint
rescarch or for the crganisation of parallel and comparative
rescarch projects. The I&LEU project staff have encouraged aware-
ness in oone institu.cion of existing or pslential relationships

between their work and that of neiyhboriag institutions, antd,
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in the case of Rwanda, and to a lesgor extent, Tanzania,
cncowraged the rtencarch institutes Lo einlore Lhe possibility
of subritting cooperative research proposals,

In summary, theretfore, while a cotential for joint
research activitics of an interdisciplinary nature esxists and
the project statl have made every attempt to further the develop-
ment of inter-institution links and relationships, greater staff
effort would be nocded to aohieve Favorable results in Lhis arca.
The devotion of such ceffort would be one possible conponent of a
Later stage of the proect,

Bearing in mind that Jjoint resvarch proposals are not an
end in themscelves, and that one of ! he Lasic objectives of such
cuvpieration 1s to produce 1escarch utputs Lhat are applicable
Lo related issues outside the Specitic context in which the work
is performed, ronewed cimphasis has been placed on the development
ol proposals whose results will have inte:rregional or interna-
Licnal applicability. Thus the subject o0 rural development,
which 1s a major concern of develeping countries throughout the
world, has beoen scelected ar the focus of thoe prosect, and
recearch topics have thus been identified which involve policy
issues of concern to many diffevent develoving countries.

For example, the three mest advanced studics are concoerned

with rural cducation and training, rural incentives and the impact

of rural eclectritication on incomes and labor {orce participation.
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support for LDC rvesearch on development issucsg will continue to

increase.,

5. Guneratixnnrjf Resoarch Resul g
of Jnturcst tiv ALD

In addition Lo the objectives of LDC institution—building
and Lraining, o najor purpose of the Project has been Lo gencrate
development research resalis which are cecurately directed
towards the analytical nocds of offtcials and experis iy doevel-
oping countries. A related politicai ob-jective has heon to
improve AID's feol for Ltive development Prioritics and research
needs of Lhe develoning countries throuch improved contact
between ALD, LOC Govermonts and research institutes,

Preliminary results strongly sugcest that thesge objectivey
will be achieved. Hepresentatives ol tle LDC Fesearch institute:n,
in consultation with state authorities vhere appreopriate, have
consistently played the decisive role i sclecting research
topics and organising their own researct programs. It is thus
clear that the rouecarch studics will refloct the priorvities and
voncerns ol the LLUC Institutes and Lhelr host qovernments.

The project has also provided a vseful mechanism for ALD
Washingtlon to keop abreast of the currert thinking of policy
makers and deve lopment exports o an g numlor ol ALb reciplont
countries.  Without oxcessive intertereice in the role the insti-

.
tutes have played in proposal developmert, the TILED staff have

been caretul to ensure that the researcl studies will cover
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It has proved possible Lo combin a high deyree ¢f freedom

ol action for the LLC rescarch institutes in selecting rescarch

toplcs with the toimulation of a progran of rescarch, 'Yhe resultsy

of which will be highly relevant to bott the developmental nemeds

of the LDC's and the intercsts ol ATD. The project has provided
the institutes wilh dinks Lo Alb and has increased the potential
for future relaticnships with 4.5, universities.  Mucual undoer-
standing of AID and LLC cuncerns has becn improved in the Process.,
It is therelere recommended that AID should further
extend the present duration and scale of the project to permit:
(a) active monitoring of the On-going research studios
tO ensure their succeossful completion.

(L) continued discussion with research institutes which
have roesponded Lavourably to inicial approaches with
a view to Joenerating firm and aceeptable rescearch
proposals; and

(C) monitoring of rescarch proposals submitted or in the

pipeline which will be funded in tho future,

It is further rocommended that Lhis work should be handled
by a group ot independent professional development cxperts, and
that their role in the pProject should be further expanded to
include Sub-contracsting of the rescarch studios.,

bxperience has conclusively demorstrated the effectiveness

of cmploying an invcpendent, professional organisation to perform
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