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LDC PARTICIFATION IN MULTIDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH
 

I. Sccoe of Work
 

This project invclved the following tasks:
 

1. Assessment of the 
interest and capability of
 

a number of research institutes in Asia, Africa
 

and Latin merica to undertake relevant research 

on issues cf development policv. 

2. On the basis of the above enquiries, assistance
 

to L.D.C. research institutes in (a) identifying
 

speci'ffic deveL=cnent problems of concern both to
 

themselves and 
to A1D Dn which research was
 

required and 
(b) preparing policy-oriented
 

research proposals designed to investigate these
 

problems which could be executed by the institutes
 

with AID fundinc.
 

iI. Objectives of the Project
 

The objectives of the project were 
(i) increase the parti

cipation of LDC research institutes in AID sponsored programs in
 

order to make their research more relevant and applicable to LDC
 

development problems, and 
(2) increase the research capacity of
 
the LDC institutes as a contribution to raising LDC dvOlopment
 

capabilities. 
As with other development research efforts, it
 

was also hoped that the research w0ould make a valuable net
 

contribution to international understanding of developmrnt
 

problems and the efficacy of alternative policy measures, and
 



would increase the available supply of socio-economic data on
 

developing countries.
 

In the past, LDC researchers have frequently criticized
 

the nature of the research relationship between the developed
 

and the underdeveloped countries, pointing both to 
its
 

substantive undesirability (the danger of 
the creation of research
 

prioritiesof greater interest to 
the donor than to 
the donee)
 

and its procedural impropriety (the inability of LDC researchers
 

to participate equally with developed country researchers on
 

work done in 
their own countries.)
 

For example, 
the Bellagio Conference on Social Sciences
 

and Development (held in 
1974 under the auspices of AID, the
 
International Development Research Center of Canada, the IBRD,
 
the Ford Foundation, and the Rockefeller Foundation) composed of
 
leading LDC researchers and heads of donor research institutions,
 

examined the problem of LDC research participation, and in its
 

report noted the substantive problem that:
 

"1many of 
the research financin:m agencies indeveloped countries gave priort., researchthat met their own needs, which wo;- primarily
those of the national aid acencies supported
by those countries. While this was 
not wrong,
it was not enough, and more 
weicht should be
given to the research needs of 
the developing

countries themselves, and to 
the building up
of research capacity in those countries. 1/
" 


!/The Social Sciences & Development, Papers presented at a
Conference in Bellagio, Italy, 
on the Financing of Social Science
Research for Development (February, 1974) p. 225.
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The Conference was also concerned with what can 
be identified
 

as a procedural problem. 
This problem concerned cases where research
 

was subcontracted to LDC institutes, but where the 
LDC representa

tives typically had little or no role in project planning or
 

decision making and received sparse credit and recognition for
 

their contribution to the research.
 

The first meeti otf tie Third World Forum, held in 

Ja , , ic r toqether leading social scientisLs
 

and ine-iectuals from deveiccinc 
 countries in Asia, Africa and 

Latin %meric, also struck both the substantive and procedural 

theme noted above. The par ticip.ants identified a need to confront "the 

syt:7ematic intellectual biases which have been diffused in
 

muoh of the 
world on such cues-1cns as economic development, 

international trade, '' welfare eco:cmics and project criteria. 2 

It set forth, as 
its objective, the formulation of alternative
 

development strategies from those established by donor countries.
 

To this end it saw the need:
 

"to stimulate .and.....orclanio rC10ve,i)nt_ socio
economic research particularly through
the recional and national research 
institutes in the Third World;
 

- Communique of Third Forumthe World Conference in Karachi 
January 1975, p. 8 (Mimeo). 

SIbid. p. 2. 



Thus increased participation by LDC institutes in development
 

research is 
not a new idea. However the support for LDC 
insti

tutes to 
prepare proposals according to 
their own priorities
 

and to act as 
primary contractor does represent a significant advance
 

in AID's previous research practice. In this regard, it is
 

consistent with the 
program approach of U.S. foreign assis

tance that emphasizes increased participation by the recipient
 

communities 
in both the planning and the implementation of
 

various development programs that receive AID assistance. It
 

is also consistent with AID policy on 
research which calls for
 

genuine collaboration of 
LDC research institutions in Agency
 

research projects anid programs.
 

III. Summary of 
IILED Work on the Project
 

The project has been funded in two piarts, a first phase
 

which was essentially an assessment and evaluation phase designed
 

to explore the feasibility of the project, and a second phase
 

designed to translate the preliminary findings into action
 

by launching several research studies in different LDC 
institutes.
 

In the first phase, 120 research institutes in Asia,
 

Africa and the Caribbean were selected through a process of
 

research and discussion as 
having research capabilities and
 

interests compatible with the type of study envisioned for
 

development during the later phase of the project. Thirty-nine of
 

these institutes responded to 
an enquiry as to their interest
 

in the project, and from this group, eight institutes were
 



J6
 

recommended for follow-up activities during.PhaseII-of the project.
 

The eight, five from Asia and three from Africa were selected
 

on the basis of 
their apparent interest and research capacity
 

and on the potential policy relevance of 
their proposals.±/ Their
 

identity and respective proposals were 
as follows:
 

1. Thammasat University, Thailand, to 
study the income

and employment consequences of a number of rural
 
feeder road projects.
 

2. Marga Institute, Sri Lanka, 
to study rural modernization
 
and legal change.
 

3. 
 Institute of Southeast Asian Studies, Singapore, to
study the ethnic component in population planning.
 

4. 
 Small Industry Extension Training Institute, India,
to 
study technology dispersion and transfer within and
 
between LDCs.
 

5. 
 Research Institute for Mindanao Culture, Xavier

University, the Philippines, to evaluate the regional
impact of an 
electric service cooperative on employment,

income and fertility.
 

6. 
 Institute of Development Research, University of Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, to explore 
an early warning system in

relation to ecological change.
 

7. 
 Institute for Development Studies, University of Nairobi
to study theimpact of agricultural programs on the
 
income of small farmers.
 

8. 
 Institute de Recherches Economiques et Sociales, University

of Zaire, to study the food distribution system of
Kinshasa and its effect on rural-urban economic relation
ships.
 

Phase II of the project involved assessment of these
 

initial proposals by IILED and AID, the development with AID
 

/ The IILED Report on Phase I, submitted February 1976, provides
further detail on the work and results of this first stage of the
 
project.
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approval, of a number of fresh proposals elicited from other 
institutes, further refinement of the mgre promising proposals 
and finally, arranqeinent for the fundinj of research contracts. 

During the early stages of PhaSe I1, a number of fresh 

proposals were received and evaluated. 5 / These included: 
1. The Economi.c Research Bureau, 1ar Sa laam,Tan;zanjia, es 

to Study infcfnLiveu and rural 
development in Tanzanla.
 

.. Graduate School of 
 Public Adni.nistration, SeoulNati unal1 Uni.versi.t:y, Korca , -c, study aJternati,,easpects of female employment experience. 
3. Institute of Economics of t:h, Academia Sinic,Tai.wtan, to study the extent and causes of incomej.inequiI ity .n TaiwtAn. 

41. Bu ro,iu of Educa tui-al. Peseari,:h , UniversityNairoh,i, Kenya-, to stLudy I-the 
of 

o'ffectiveness ofnoni-[0maI education and tna ninq programs
in rural ae". 

5. 1.nl;sLiLULo of SOci-ilI nd "conl( ic Resea -ch,University of the Wst IndiQ:;, Jamaica, to studypatterns and determinants of erployment andincome distribution in tile West Indies. 
In each case, the proposals were systematically evaluated 

by IILED and by AID Washington in order to select the more
 
promising candidates 
 in terms of subject. matter, staff and 
institutional support. Detailed Jesllutes of institute staff 
were obtained and the resea-rch capabilil.y of insitutesthe 
assessed through discussion with knowledgeable individuals and 

stud' of ear~liUr re:suarcii outputs. 

/ For dota.ile aass;sMsnl.'et of tlheseproposals inst i tutes and theirsee IlLED Phase II progress Reports submitted Januaryand March 1977. 



In order to assist the instiLute:; i.n formulating firm
 

proposals which matched 
 the project resercch criteria and
 

to thoroughly evaluate 
 the potential of the various institutes 

and their staff to undertake the research, field visits were 

then made to those institutes whose initial proposals seemed 
to 

be the most promising. Prior clearance from All.) was obtained
 

for each visit and 
local AID offices briefed on the purposes
 

and where possible, the resuILts Uf 
tim VOikingj diSCUSSiOnS 

with the institutes. 

The Institute of 1-lindanao Culturc, Cagayan de Oro, 

Mindanao, Philippines, and the Institutc of Southeast Asian
 

Studies, Singcapore were visited 
in Mo, cl 1977, and in each
 

case discussion cleared the way 
for subnission of a firm
 

proposal to AID which could be seen to fit with the existinq 

work program and expertise of the respective oj.gai.sations. / 

During May and June 1977, visits were made to the 

Bureau of Educational Research, Universit!;y of Nairobi, Kenya, 

and the Bureau of Economic Research, [a r: (s Sl,-lil, T'anzan ,, 

to discuss in detai.i the research prof),;.,l,' tLhaL had been 

submitted by these institutes. The project directors and
 

their staff were interviewed and tle research proposals
 

reviewed and revised as appropriate. Efforts were made to
 

ensure that the proposals were feasible in 
terms of data
 

6/Detailed reports theseon missions were submitted asAppendix A of the Phase II 
Progress Report, March 1977
 



requirements, analytical problems and scale of work required, and 
tLhat tihe i"sul. s woul d be piescnted in a form most appropriate 

to use iicw P;_ 

borSinig this field mission, discussions were also held 
with thu Uiiversity of Zambia and the University's African
 
Studies InstiLULO, and with 
 the National University of Rwanda 

and tLA insMt LutLo of Scientific and Agrtcltura.L Peseach 

concerninq. Ah possihibiity of research )rposa] s'ibmissions
 

from these bodlieus. 
 SimiLar (iscussions rook place .i.n1 Washingoton 

with o. os;ntd Livos of the Univeisity if Yaourd. and with a
 

represenLt Live of the 
gov rnment of Nfii-ria.
 

A mission to was
Asia undertaken in December 1977 to
 
progre-ss discuss ios of 
 rosearch props ILs with the Marga
 
insLiLute, SLi 
Lanka and the Si;mal.l Indu-try Extension Training
 

InstiLute, India. 
 Extensive di:cssion; were also he].d with
 
the Conter for Educational Research, 
 Inovaton and Development
 
and with t.he cH'sit. 10 fou 
 m;cu mic Develo munt aid Adm inistration 

in KatLi iadu, Ne paL, concern ing the pos:;ib.e involvement of 

these two insL. iLwtes in the project.8/ 

A second mission Lu Africa was undertaken betweeon 

Januar.' and Mi.rah 1916. FUollow-up discI ssion with the local 
USAID project manaqor and staff of Lhe bulnreal of Educational 

Research in Nairobi, Kenya ironed ouL problems in the 

7/ The work of thi:s fi old mjssion waj; described in theI1LED Phase .11 Proyress Report of July .977. 

-. 

(I/
/ Soo, ]]],ED Phase II Proqress Ropnor of December 1977 foradditional detail on these discussions. 



administration of the study proposed b. this institute. Visits 

to the InsLitut de Recherches E'conoiLues et Sociales:, Zaire, 
to the University of Yaounde, Cameroon and to the tiationat 

University of 
Rwanda were made to proyless discussions with the 
institutes and local AID offices on 
Llir research proposals. 

In addition, preliminary discussions were withheld institutes 

in Senegal, ivory Coast, Upper Volta ard Niger concerning 

their possible participation in the pr(ject, and thewith local 

AID officials responsible for research activities in these 

countries.9/
 

Also duriignMarch 1978, '1ILED sLtaff took advantage of 
the presence of represen::atives of the Institute of Social and 

Economic Research theof University of the West Indies at the 
IILED Caribbean Development Conference to fur ther d iscuqsiions 

with Dr. Vauqhan Lewis, Dilrector of Lthe Instite, on hiis 

Institute's possilie parLi ciptiuin in All)lltic project. 

IV. P.i.j c. t t(.tus at ,urc 1978 

The present jsLatu s of tlh j .ojeo , a-t: fo 1ows 

I.l tuzetlof ] P,;R.,rch,eluctliol Un iivet'sity of Nairobi,Kenya. Grant No. AIl/Wtr-6-1584 fr, $1532,520 awarded 
to study means to incroase tLhe rffecLiveriess ofnon-formal education and tra.in ij proqrams :in rural
areas through promotion of coordinated di strict-]evel
planning and monitorinc; of pro:; ams. The q;rant isfor t wo) years. At i s.ion reHweC. , t:lio project ismanaged by Carl Penridorf, USAi/Nairobi. 

-/ See Phase II Progress Report March 1)78, Appendix i.
 



2. Research Inst i tu te for Mincdanj (h1Lure, XavierUnivelsJ ty, Philippines. Grant tlo. AIl/otr-6-].585for $62,117 awa rded to theSLudy impact of a rural.electric service cooperative (MOIU,;SCO) on incone,the labor force partic.ipaLion o' women and fertilityin Western Misamis Oriental Prov:.nce. The grant isfor one year. The grant manager is Dr. Richard 
Shortlidge. 

3. Economic Research Bureau, Univcrs;ity of D)ar es Salaam,Tanzania. A proposal for $57,97"' has been submittedto study the nature and offctiyrness of mone taly,Anl ?1011m11f2etary i ncenLtives on acz icul tu.al proiuctivity and village sev withices primary focus onthe impact on peasant farmers.' hle study will requirebetween 18 and 24 months to complete. The proposalhas been cleared by Al Il/Washi.n(Jt ,n and the USAID mission.A q~rant document has been prepar( , and a waiver obtainedfor EB to have a Land Rover pur hased by AID for the
proj ect. 

_______A___ IN 1]I{LPARA] .[ON 

i nst i.L lte of Soci alI and t'corofii.r-Research, Universityof the l'est lidies, Ti.ini d,i sm;ulmituod a comprehensiveproposal to sudy emp1nymeit and income distribu tionin the West Indies. The iitia, proposal has beenrevi e~, y All), ii 1,:]., h1\t, e ak reed Lu lOcuso01e or two ciea lv iLtl! ic,1 s l.-areas of their 
Onl 

(,W-igll ll prloposal.t . . . has prioposed an analysisof the adeqilacy of n11.).2 a un, .. loym1nt statisticsand cur rent collection me tlhouds ii Guyana and Trinidadand an investi(a L.iaon of the add itlonaI data requiredto acequatey assess work sLat-w; and t h1e inc.idence of
poveLty. 

2. N,:t.ona I University, Pwa'ida, has inrdi.cat:ed that it plansto submit a research proposal to stu(]y peasantCeptions oC ag ricu iturd1 extexisic n 
per

programs designedto introduce new farming methods. No formal. l)roposal
has been received. 

3. Institut de Recherches Economiques et Sociales (I.R.E.S.),Zaire, has submitted a brief prot osal which outlinesthoir proposed study Cof rural-urtan Irowth linkaqes.The study would examine the food distribution system ofKrinshasa. The proposal has been circulated to relevantAID personnel 
for review. Dr. Weinstein visited Zairein March 1978 to discuss the project with the USAIDMission and IRES staff. 



4. 	 University of Zambia, Zambia, has proposed a study on 
rural employment gene'ati.on for unempI oyed urban youth. 
The proposal was reviewed by AID and comments have been 
sent to the research scholars in Znambia. A revised 
proposal in expected, aIt ouyh th ,!iu is a problem with 
funding directly from AID. The University, for admin
istrative reasons, will be able to pursue its work on 
this project only if funds are chlnnelled tLhrough an" 
outside intermediary or if the appropriatce Zambian 
Government Mlinistry requests All) to fund the particular 
research project being developed. 

5. 	 University of Yaounde, Cameroon, hats p]roposed a study
 
of the social and economic functiors of lanmuage in the
 
Cameroon. During the summer of 1977, researchers from
 
the University met with Dr. Warren Weinstei.n and Richard
 
Shortlidge in Washinqton to di.scuss their proposal.. Dr. 
Weinstein visited Yaounde in February 19"78 and discussed 
possible funding of either the lanquage project (which
is already underway) or of an alternative proposal. 
No alternative proposal has since been received. 

6. 	 Small Industry Extension Train inq Institute, Tn(.i., 
contLinues to express intxerest in in forward w.itl its 
study of technology dispersion. Vhe po I .it ica I . 
climate in India precluded I UEll) f[rom pursuing this 
proposa 1. llowever, at the advicc of t.he India Desk, 
S.I.E.T. was informed that AID wotild seriously consider 
its proposal if Government of India clearance were 
obtained. AID has been informed that such clc-arance is 
being sought. 

7. 	 M ra I n sti.tutce, Sri lan- i, wish,:; 1:() undertake a Lwo 
year study of rural channle in ten villages as a follow-up 
to a base-line study completed unler an I.D.R.C. (Canada) 
grant. A proposal is in preparation and is expected to 
be submitted shortly. 

8. 	 Centre for Economic Development and Administration, (CEDA) 
Kathmandu, Nepal, wishes to undertake a one to two year
project in the area of educational research. A prolposa1,v 
is in preparation. 

9. 	 Centre for Ediicationa il e. oa ch, Innovat;- ion anrd 
Development, Kathmandu, P'pal., has submiCted ",.our rese..rch 
proposals on different aspects of the efectiveness of 
Nepalese education programs. After initial review by 
IILED, these proposals have been passed to AID for 
detailed assessment. 

http:gene'ati.on
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followed-up orally in Phase II, w.ith oWh: of 


In ad it i cw' I.o,, ; wb ts ,i. i I iedi iP., e:1 1ind 

objective eliciting
 

proposals, with Lhe followinq institutez in Africa:
 

(I) 	 Institut Fondamental de L'A l:ique Noire, ,enegai. 

(2) 	Centre 1voi.rici do Recherche; Economiques etSocial.es, Ivory ("o 

(3) 	 Societe Aricct.ine do Etudes .2L du Deve].olpinent, 
Upper Volta 

(4) Centre V.. <a ique do la Recheoche ScienLifique, 
Upper Volta 

(5) i stL t.it de Peche rche en Sc eices Hlumanes,
Universite do N.i.arrey, Nier 

(6) 	 01.-tqa .ii r);I for AFt aC'n Uni Centre for Lmnuistic 
and Historical Stn.ulies Ly Oral Tradition, Niqer 

No f irm proposalis hllve aIs t been lece "ed from this group. 

V . A s s e s,; - n t . 1 11,1:i)1 111 , , 4 i.1- i Ole t'r je c t ,,. t 

T1h fol..owi 1) I'lED stal l , who ai .sLed alphabetically, 

lhive bocil ilved in the project: 

Mr. Rob ina Broad -ieold 

M.;. Sandra Collier 

1"i. 	t imo:i ,. ' i.hll ;.n
 

r". Arii .ld 1 , i Iowi t z
 

D " John I
(arshIall. 


Dr. Dan I;. P'erinr
 

Dr. Warren \;'eins tein 

In eacl case, at least two of the ;e staft members have 

been in contLacL with the lnst ... toutes part: c.ipating in the project. 

http:Social.es
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Experience with the implopmieni: a t n of the project ha!; 

COLfirmed I tLht. l i) inteim diayd,1y' las beeCnI CCi. ti.call 

to its success Lo date. Political vons:derat.ions would have 

made it difficult foi. A]D .cal wi th L"to direci ly rany research
 

institutes and their personnel. In add. 
U.ion, IILED ifnvolveme.nt 

has given the proe.L a deg re f p oisional credibil. kty 

hisL how 1USUIuL.d blh N tnl U Li; ;omlutu's thatI i knMow.ieit 


they were 
 dealing ;ith a professioUal A;:erLc.n r,.3earch or'janin:ation 

which could offer then a w.indow on U.S. ._nd int.or ,it-iona] researcrh, 

and from their exj,'r iaunce of ,.aling p:e, oiially '. th the 1ILED sLalt 

invo.vc:d in "jL..:C. reseaC(clrch .sonu, I and ,i licialsWO LiJDC 

responsible for Cversec ing reseu.ch act.vities tend to view AID 

personnel as governmeMt of:icia.ls and bireaucrats. On the ,t-hr 

hand, LDC researchers have been able to relate directly to the 

I!!LiED stak as c'l u.as L!sui ( nseq ue - :Win -mv . 

in project effectivene's. 

Not only has the intermediary r(]e of the IILED been 

critical in yenuratin tLhe parLicipati 0, of LDC research 

institutes in the project, but the role permitted 1ILED to 

participate more Lctively in the design and processing of the 

research oosal s. In several insLan, s, the I ILED project st-a f 

were cble to off-r constLvuctive c r.itickmt; of an .in stitute or ins 

proposals that an ALD uficia]1 would ha. e been unable to communicate, 

http:of:icia.ls
http:reseu.ch
http:ifnvolveme.nt
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AID Washinvj ton, wh1ich is ult.imately reslans]be for wanaqement 

of the project, way not have o.asi.y e-tL,'Iished such relationships 

or pr IoYmOd _ii rol: W thLe construcLixu cri t. ic 

Tanva i.a Sri WLk affc: ., o 0d n I f<npthis 

point. In th. formel case, 11,X:1) was s,'c'cifically requiesLe~d to 

provide spipor to the Bureau o Educat onal R.esearch in both 

the pre paration of the ir proposai and tihe e:<ecUtionu! Lh, 

W SWt :
Stu 7. As. a r,.-;;i!n., .L Ei l- f wok]ei CLOsaiiy I, i-,.+ 

]- fort]ho 0e met..hOdloyy of propo.to revise sco.: and 	 ho BER 

tI 


tacts had been estab.ished in WashingLow, 1ILEID was able L_
 

with the sta f of the Margo Ins :ltute some of the weak

s ibm is:;in to AII/PPC .fn hLe latter 	ca se, aft:or initial con

discuss 

nesses in e In.st:it ute's rosearch capa ilities and nhs hel.p 

to overc ol Llesc shotconmi ns. This c )nstrucLively critica.. 

IILIP has been able to p ay should bring consirole which the 


derable benofits in terms of Lhe qualiL.W of rosotlr ce uLt puLts.
 

1 II ) a]so appear s Lo h.ve
The inLrmcdoary roeie of tLe 


facilitated Al) mission relationships with local institutes
 

act inig in
and wAN th:.iar AlID-sponsored rescearch 	 picjects. 3y 

hive avoicdod the risk that a Stipp)uJL role to 11LED, the missions 

their partic ipani n w,.ould compromise thy. reputatio'n of the 

tho projocLresear:ch institte, anid All)-mission pAr icipat - in 


nais thns been both act.ive ,nd well received.
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The case of Nepal was an outstani in9 example of a further 

attribute that fILED has been able to bing to the project 

the 	 ability to cut through official rel tape and achi.eve rapid 

progress in setting up potential research projects. In Nepal,
 

a member of the IILED staff was able to meet with the key
 

Nepalese government officials responsible for external research
 

funding in the country, to establish a lapport with these
 

government officials, and to engage in z frank arid constructive 

discussion of the AID project. AID officials would probably 

have found suQh an interchangre more difficult. 

Finally, the IILED staff have becn able t:o respond quickly 

and effectively to the managerial needs of the project, and have 

thus been able to achieve rapid progress in proposal development. 

VI. Project Evaluation
 

1. 	Potential for Aid to Contract Research 
Directly with LDC Institutes 

There were fears expressed at the, onset of the project that 

LDC institutions in Asia and Afri ca m;.iy be unwi]1li to partici va'te[U 


actively in a program of AID financed rcsoarch. The fears pivoted 

on the difficulties often associated with intergovernmental assistance
 

Historically, donor government agencies such 
as AID dealt directly
 

with host country political and financial. structures, and indirectly
 

with LDC institutions. The intervening bureaucracy often hindered
 

or distorted programs to support a political rather than develop

mental agenda. Financing that had to be filtered through national
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treasuries was often misappropriated.
 

The program initiated by IILED anc 
A.I.D. switched the
 

intermediary functions 
to the donor country, with IILED acting as the
 

facilitator dealing directly with LDC inftitutes. 
 Thus, direct
 

participation was encouraged and direct Junding made available from
 

the U.S. agency.
 

IILED staff experience and AID mi.sion experience confirms
 

the initial reticence of many LDC institutes to participate in govern

ment to government research programs. The utilization of a facili

tating agency such as IILED proved suces.ful provided: 

(a) U.S. AID's primary goaJ of supporting and 

enhancing LDC institute credibility, capability 

and stature was clearly articulated. 

(b) IILF:D staff personnel Ectively encouraged
 

and participated in cor~aunications with local 

political, administrat.ve and service groups and 

U.S. AID regional missions. 

(c) Person to person .onta(,t was .initiated early in 

the project development. process, and communication 

aggressively encouraged throughout the development 

period.
 

In summary, there appears to be a great potential for AID
 

to 
directly contract research with LDC izstitutes. This is especially
 

true in the .case of smaller research conLracts where AID regional
 

missions do not have the time or staff resources to adequately
 

develop the programs. 
 The use of IILED .or similar institution) as 

http:administrat.ve


a facilitator expedited the project devu.opmunL process. 
 Many
 

of the LDC institutes approached have re;ponsded 
to invitations
 

to participate in AID funded projects. 
A number of substantive
 

proposals were generated and the dialogu: necessary 
to develop
 

additional research programs initiated.
 

2. Contribution of the Project to LDC 

institution luilding
 

The most effective meanis of acce](.ating the process of
 

development in the world's poorer countries is almost certainly
 

to increase their capacity for self-help. This project will have 

made a direct contribution to the proces. by funding the training
 

of a number of local people in 
the analy, is of their countries'
 

development problems.
 

The project has consistently souyht to maximise the
 

involvement of locally-recruited staff in 
the identification of 

development issoon; in t:he ir couiLry which reire:ejui. fu hu(21: i ,v,r 

tigation and in the preparation and e..xccutLin
i of appropriate 
policy-oriented rusearch studies.
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However, in order to achieve satisfactory results in
 

terms of completion of the research and in 
terms of output 

quality, some trade-off in terms of institution-building 

objectives has occurred. The research ccntracts awarded 

and in prospect are with relatively well-established research 

institutes that have a high potential fol producing quality 

research. This preference for funding wc 11-established 

institutes rather than smaller, less proJessional organisations, 

was based on the view that the quality o1 research outputs would 

be a key criterion by wibch t.he project was judged a success 

or failure. Therefore in to future thelooking the of project, 

potential output quality was given high priority in the selection 

of institutes and proposals to support. 

It is likely that this decision h;.s reduced the potential 

contribution that the project could have made to training and 

institution building, because the institutes that have been 

approached are relatively well-staffed, have an academic reputation
 

and are in a favorable position to obtain research funds from a 

variety of different sources. Had reseai'ch contracts been awarded 

to institutes with a lesser reputation, I.he net results of the 

project in terms of its contribution to ".nstitution building might 
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have been greater, as these instiLutes Ilive relatively fewer
 

alterniat e 
S01Ic s of fi I.-Ince (I I d p I q rowt h rs:t's
 

If the prj eci 
..a uu'ccssa1d we1. rcc ived inu . AID, tLhe
 

possiLiliLy CAL 
 [,,ci na i9iat:r (inp:iiL;.; onI, ii ilistit..t i n

bui ldnj role 1n tIe I tUre n1ight be CM Sldred. 

3. Potential ferf nt, -n11;t *iit:i,, 

cor-ui Lil ca Liu_ i and -Co. J!)(, 1.1e 1ona L 

Ti 0- o f dt ,.; bi 1 it: w, ! t,'! it' (!j 


invulvinlrlt- :ev, ttIItLC 


I i P 1 '," 1(25 rch ! t s 

(, ,'t " t 111 i csi n r, ]( 1x tO i i, in s lu ill a
 

i1u1 'ti Liotl I 
 cun Lex t- ws exp l ici tly inc. hided in the pro ioct 's
 

orig I ! ty1)1: -,po a . i tlo'wvi . , when tle pI )j , t wa,,; 
 la :a- ,che, AID
 

didedW~]th1;at 'idtietar': constcain t:s 
 w Iut.. p ' iit. t.lhe d(evol-ion
 

of suf icI.2.t iLs,..rcs I1!ID to
for ovrcopie( thlel weak exist..":I.a
 

in.stLi tution i rc ia .. onshis for
and effuctive inter-institLut,
 

COper:.ica .n the .ilannn; 
 a,:I execution research.of 'T1he2rI-,I f2 

AID cieciuiecl tl .. t he,: pie):;,ict .11("il, focn tihe; on dove I opIIIL!ItL ol 
sfnle-c<'untiy projiects aband~onand tlhe :ittempt to de iop 

illlt I. Lt ina I r(,i<s1 s .
 

I' firr;t hnid >.ntacts with resa ,? i n;t itit:o:-, which 

occurred :ostLiy in 1,2d liissi unn, the p:o,)ject staff h'.e neVr

thol~uncs u'.-;is tLt. Iv a L LtettLed tUX'Ioi L- t Ln:"Lia ITor joint 

researchi or for the errjanisaLion of pa-ra l. '1nd (c.I'iarat: iv

research projec ts. The , t:1l.1 roj ec s t I f 2.cu I t r ,- nc ,, d a.w. re 

ness in r-e inst i t. i i o, exi;t i ,j o;1, ) enLt i,,1 u toL.ion ;IIps 

beLween tieir work and that oI nel'jhbori v irnst itutivons, an,, 
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in the case of Rwanda, a eard Lo OSSUI xt'Lent, Tanzania,
 

,'OncUL1atj ud Uhu 
 1. c.l J111;t J LuLu ri LO :.) I ( rc L ie possibility
 

of submitting cooi uraLive research praposai.
 

In f;tm j ! y, tLherct.ore, whie pLcWntial jointa for 


research activiti 
 s of an interdiscipli .itry nature exists and
 

the )roject sLiC have maude evury 
 itt-tmpt t:o turtheer the deve1op

mient of itLr-J LAt.t, itlori 1n.riks and rulaLOunship;, g:reater stafl 

W/fot would be n:eed.d to achi eve favorabl,e rsniui1 :s in LhiS arua. 
The devot:ion Ail such U rort would be one possible cc ,p:ueict of a 

la tjr w age "I the w EQct.
 

Buarinq in minrd 
 that joint rs sear:h proposai, are not an 

eu(d ini t:hemr1se lves, aid that one of l. t. ,hic objuc.ives of such 

LUUJrULLtiun is to produce i toa'c.,'l unLpu Ls tLhat are Applicable
 

to related issues outsiu the c
spe cit cnte::L in which the work 

is perforie.d, renewed em(phasi.s has bee.n placed on the development 

of pLrupos'als wlo.u s uLsrtl.t. will have LAnai rre i LunA 0r interna

tiunal apIlicabi. lity. Thus t.hu siubjcct A rural devuleF menL , 

which is a maj or concern o v idlcp I in, c unLtries throu.ghout the 

world, has been r 'o't. ai Lhe ,,cu:; of the pro ect, and 

research topics thushave been idei~t.iic.1 which involve policy 

issues of concern to many differit dc've lop countries. 

F'or exampli e, threethe must a Iv-inc,.i Ststudius are concerned 

with rural education and t.raininq, rural incent:ives and the impact 

of rural electrifi [cation on inrcomes and labor force participation. 



The signi fi cance 1mr ruraI devol.o ment 1, i w' 4- t I-( i ;u s 

under examination means that the results; of these studies will 

have wide applicabili ty outside the co<i, IIaphicnl area of the 

enquiry. It is thus expected that the project will, through 

its reseLarch on tputs, qenerate cxternal. Lies i.n the miderstanding 

of rural development problems and stimn ate para.llel and supportive 

studies elsewhere. 

4. 	 Encouragement of Parallel Action 

By Other Donors 

Throughout the duration of the pjioject, systematic attempts 

were made to brief interested foundations and Lnternational 

organizations its purpose and content. Contacts were made 

with the Ford and Rockefeller Founda t i s, the Wlorld lank, 

tie Asi..n Devu lpm.',,Lt 1.111k an d tIe [IL Ia I ILjn : D v.' I 2pm Lnt 

Research Center. All these orgarisatimo s have been supportive of 

the project and have provided useful ad%.ice and assistance t-o 

the project staff. 

These orqianisa tions are them.;elv(.s al.ready actively engaged 

in providing direct support for researcl. in LDC research insti

tutions. In return for comprehensive bi iefing on the AID project, 

they willingly provided reciprocal infoimation on their own 

activi.ti.e:; .n this i2ld . . I 5:.'u S ,:1loa rom tIte- i.' u . in 

that the foundations and in ternational (orqanisations are favour

ably disposed towards the idea and this technique of increasing 

the, development capacity of the LMC's, ,,nd that their fi nauci a I 
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support for LDC research on deve Lopment. issue; will continue to
 

5. Gonerat in uon 
,.:;a ch b,.osu] t
 
oi .fl-to; (.0 A I,
ti I)
 

lIn dudi Liu, 
to tO nbjectlves of LDC insLitution-building 

and training, 
a najor purpose o. 
the pr(oject has been to 
generate
 

dove.opent
n <e-Lresearh rO-SI tLS Which ire ccurately directed
 

tOWardSL 
 the al .1Lil nucis of offcials ard expertSopin countries. in devel-A re-lated political ol jecLive has hej U
 

imp ove' ALl.D'; iou Lou i. (10-\VeLopM nt. p'iorLft i.e sLh" aid re:;earclh
 

needs ML the cieve]o pijny conuntri.es throuq h 
 imp roved contact
 
betwcn AID, 
 iDC q'.vt1 I_ltsw" an resea- h insti Lutes. 

PrelIimintry re:suit stron;ly suqcest that these objectives 
wil l be al i.,evd. R:epr s it:ivesnL: of Li e IIC rseo c<h i nst itutes;, 

i-; consuLLa t.io'n wiLt.h 
 tate authorities vhere appropriate, have
 
cunsistuntly p laycd 
the decisive role it sel.ecting 
research
 
topics and orqcanising their own 
researcl 
programs. 
 It is thus
 

c],-,ar t.i Uhe 
nearch studies willi'el lct the prior t s and
 
u:uncein s of the 
 LDC inst.itutes and tLhe.ii host ,Uvernmeons. 

Tihu ptoject: has also provided a t seful mechanism for Al.I) 
Wash.i,;gLun to keop abreast Of the curre i thi.nking ofi policy 

makers and duvc[o[,menL oxi;c t.s in a numL.,.:- of AL} recipient 

Coun t.ries. 'sWith,ou,
C xc uss.v, .ONtereiCft tce in the 
role the insLi
tutes ha e played in proposal 'velopme t:, tho .1 LED stafIf have 
been care utl to ensure tLhat 
the researcl s t1(1i es wil cover
 

http:conuntri.es
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issues of primary policy concern to AID. The presentation of 

AID interest s in thisn pro2cess( o t dId i is ilon and flU(J'J ii1_Lon has 

also promoted LDC understanding of those interests, which is 

f4,vourable to Vui e AID opeiaLions i.n the c.luntries concerned. 

Among the new insights that AID has obtained from the 

project is a comprehensive understanding of the ran(Jo of material 

as well as non-material inducements which the Tanzanians are 

considering introducing in an effort to stimulate the output of 

rural agricultural and non-agricultural produce rs. Similarly, 

the Kenyan research study represent:; an advanced approach to the 

planning and evaluation of non-formal education which is of con

siderable interest to the AID Technical Assistance BJUreau. The 

focus of other studies or proposals on issues such as fer iity 

and female labor force parL-ic.ipat ion, rutaI-a-urban micratiion A1nd 

urbaln uneumploymenL makes thum a so colisi[ oInt. with Cut.. enit A [I.) 

policy concerns. 

VII. P coiuimo nda t.i ci i 

It is suggested that the result.C, achI.ieved by this project 

to date have more than met the expectati ons of the instigators. 
Based on the thesis that iscrea iCe Calpacity for s01i.-heIp is 

one of the surest and most acceptable reads to evelpmet, he 

project has convincingly demonstrated tie feasibility of direct 

AID funding of research in the LDC's as ,imeazls of LDC research 

institutes and to the training of local research workers whose 

skills will enhance their country's development capability. 
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It has proved po';si bL.e to combi ut a hiyh deyroe cIf t re.dum 
of action for the ILUC research instiLuLcs in se.lectLirn 

AID.
Mf.. 'T'he project has pr'uvided
 

ru,;ee ch 
topics wiLh the 1ormulation of a proy rar of research, the results 
of which will be highi y relevant to bott the deveupmentL. needs 
of the LDC's and I he Wi.erusk. 

the insLitLutes w it. i 'iksLu A.ID and has increased the potLentia] 

for future rel.ati.,lships, wi. th U.S. uni\c rsities. Mu Luai un,:,r

sLandinq of AID and LUC 
concerns 
has becn rimproved in the prucss.
 

It is 
thurefLoru recummonde-d that AID should further 

extend the present duration and scale ol the project to permit:
 

(a) active monitori.nj f the .n-uoiny research studies 

to Ons 
ure., their suce'',_ ssful 
c [.olpletion. 

(b) ciiL.intu.d discussiull w.thL rL'u,2arch insLitutes wh.Lch 

have tr: ..'on.ln,,1 avou'o.,rably to f iial,approaches with 

a view Lu : -nIr'L'tinq firm and acceptable re 2search 

prop-osi.I sa; anJ 

(c) monitut in
n .; rusE , ch prI''us.aL s sub:mitted theor in 

pipelinr' which will be Flundi in the future. 

IL is furt-hr ic .mmendoll that Li,is work should he haIndled 

by a group oft i.iwivinlmt pe 1-, ionaL. dvelopmun.t experts, and 

that tLhe.ir rule 
in the puc ]ct sluul d bex further expanded to 

include sub--con tra't iziq; of the rescarch studlie;. 
lxperivncI ', has conclusivlV 
 (l iimr'sttvh tLhe effectiveness 

of empluying an i.:,opondent. , pro fesionA ()ranisLiaton to perform 

http:prI''us.aL
http:monitori.nj
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an i1termeCdCiZIty role in executing lt.s .Lt wouldl.rojocL. 

therefore be loglical for this arrtanlemnt to be maintamd were 

the project. to be extended. 

Concerning the possibiliLy of dc l-jatiriq the respolsi

bility fui resea LCh cuntracting to the i:itenmcdiary insLit-tut ion, 

this would increase the willingness of K in:t.tLions La 

accept AID Cund i ly ctnd tLus aIcc. I ,ev t ;lc plo-, -,- O 

formulatiun aind study irnplemenLa Lion. 




