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Introduction
 

The USAID mission to Bangladesh has long been interested in
 

gathering information about poverty, particularly in the rural areas 

of the country. To date, the poverty data, which the mnission has 

collected and used, have been heavily macro-oriented and primarily 

quantitative in nature. 

Macro-level, quantified data do offer descriptions of a nation 

but at the cost of being at rtlatively high levels of abstraction. Such 

levels of abstraction run the risk of generalizing beyond the ability to 

characterize any one region. These data have a pronounced difficulty 

in describing the characteristics of poverty at the villag, or family 

level. Macro-level, quantified data do offer a great deal of breadth 

on any one item of interest (such as how much land a person owns). 

But, they do not provide much depth of understanding of poverty as a 

life- style. 

Therefore, it was decided early in the fall of 1978 to begin a 

series of case studiet of families that fall below recognized national 

standards of poverty in Bangladesh. According to the plan, these case 

studies will offer information which can supplement and complement 

the macro, quanititative information already available. The case studies 

approach rural poverty in a holistic fashion. They strive to collect data 

about a variety of factors which contribute to and characterize poverty 

at the individual family level. By applying an informal interview 
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methodology to such an approach, the case studies try to achieve a 

more "humanistic?' view of poverty. They also attempt to describe 

some aspects of poverty from the perspectivw of 0-e poor Leemselves. 

The informants. have so far been selected more or lees randomly 

from among families who own two acres of farm land. or less. 

There has also been a preference for fam es Which der'ive at least 

some income from agriculture. Informants are selected both from 

villages adjacent to main roads leading to rural towns and f-rom villages 

with no regular road closeby. 

It'must be remembere.d, however, that tfhe interviewing is not yet 

complete and there are more case studies to come. Certainly, there 

are severe difficulties in trying to generalize about the characteristics 

of rural poverty from the few case studies which have been completed., 

Not the least of the difficulties is the fact that rural Bangladesh is not 

a homegencous socio-economic unit. From region to region, differences 

exist in language, land-holding patterns, economic orientations and 

socio-political circumstances. Nevertheless, some patterns are 

suggested by the initial findings. 

These patterns are presented generally in the narrative below. 

At the end of the narrative is an appendix which includes several trans­

cripts of actual interviews. The narrative is not meant to be read in 

1 According to the statistics gathered by Jannuzi and Pach (1977: xxi),
people in this landholding category represent about 78% of the riral 
households. 



-3­

isolation and it is highly recommended that the appendix be read to 

obtain a mo. c com1plCte iiLpru.Ssion of the data generated by the case 

s tu d i S. 

Land and Landlissness 

In a predon-inantly agricultural society, the issue of land and land 

ownership naturally acquires a certain degree of importance. Most 

informants view land as a means of obtaining some level of deonomic 

security. Land on which to build a house (homest(.ad lanid) is considered 

to be one of the basic essentials for survival. Farmlind allows a family 

to produce at least some of the food it requires. 

Farmlan'd also represents a credit potential becausv., with it as 

collateral, even a poor man can borrow money. In V.mte of great 

economic duress, a family can always sell farm land to obtain enough 

cash to survive a bit longer. As such, the farm land acts as a "last­

ditch' money reserve for a poor family. 

A socio-religious status is also obtained from owning farmland. 

According to Thorp (1978: 21-38), having land to cultivate fulfills an 

early Islamic covenant between Allah and Adam. A man who owns farm­

land in any amount thus achieves o more pious religious status and travels 

a bit further down one road to heaven. Owning land alsu gives an indivi­

dual a greater legitimacy and authority for having a voicc iin village affairs, 

http:homest(.ad
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With farmlantd, an individual obtains control tht, productionover 


process on land he This
at least the owns. control ixiovl, the ability 

to make decisions about: crops, planting, plouughinig , i'ari I, hor, etc. 

(see also Thorp 1978 : 21-38). '11ho;c without land a rd t)-,, mIt I upon 

the decisions of' others and the r- by lose a certain amrtou]t -)i kontrol
 

over life in an agricult-ural society.
 

From the interviews to date, 
 it is quite clear that individuals
 

owning farmland of up to two acres 
consider themselves ;.aur.
 

Similarly, as the amount of farmland owned gets 
smaller ajd smaller 

below the two acres, the constraints of poverty are generally more 

severally felt.
 

Informants who owned 
no farmland usually believe their economic 

and social positions in their respective communities to be the poorest. 

From discussions about how landless informants became landless, it 

appears that there is a trend toward increasing landlessness among the 

poor. This trend seems to be characterized by at !east four factors. 

One is the Islamic system of inheritance. According to tradition, 

at a man's death each of his living sons will receive an equal share of 

his land. His wife and daughters can also receive portions (if the land 

(although the portions inherited by daughters are frequently smaller than 

those in herited by sons). Thus, upon death, a man's land is subdivided 

into smaller units of owned land. 
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A second and related factor is the family size of rural 

households. Such households conlnuonly include from four to 

eight children who ruach adulthood. Coupled with the Islamic 

inheritance s;ystucn, the largek farnily size tends to promote 

land fragmentation wh ich can quickly reach the point of functional 

landlessncss. In families with a smaller amount of land to begin 

with (say less than five acres), this condition easily occurs after 

only onue gunuration. 

The recurring need for poorer families to borrow money is a 

third factor. Poor people borrow money for a variety of reasons. 

Two common ones are for agricultural inputs at the beginning of a 

growing season and for health care expenses when a member of the 

family becomes ill. Frequently, the poor turn to the moneylender 

for loans. The usual terms for such loans include extremely high 

interest rates which range anywhere from 50% to 200% per year. 

When a poor farmer is unable to pay-back these loans, the only 

recourse left is to sell all or part of his land to obtain the necessary 

cash. 

The fourth and last factor, which will be mentioned hre, 

is the high demand among people~with some means,,to acqlire land 

or additional land. Under these circumstances, a small farnier who 

rarely has much of an economic surplus is ofter under pressure to 
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sell his land. It is not uncommon for an individual'desiring to 

acquire more land to take advantage of the cconoiric difficulties 

of a small land- holder. Sometimes arranguniit whit 1;WLuld 

offer less than a market value are extended t~o the srn,;a l;ind­

holder. Therefore, the prussure to sell land can be chaled in 

subterfuge and schemes to lower the price of the land. ( See 

the transcript of informant number 2 in the Appendix). 

Agricultural Production and Empoyment 

Agricultural production and agricultural empltyniunt 

are often cited as elements which influence the economic well­

being of the small-scale farmer. Accordingly, inffrmants are 

asked about the crops which they grow and generally about income 

derived from agriculture. 

The landowners interviewed thus far rarely produce 

any food-grain surplus for sale in the market place. Most poor 

farmers keep '. food-grains for consumption in their own 

household. In addition, these same individuals report that 

their entire food-grain crop is usually insufficient to nmet 

their family's food needs over the course of a year. They, 

therefore, must also purchase food-grain from the marilet. 
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poo r irmers,Eo r the ir some of the cash used to buy tJ.e aaai­

tional gi in can b, obtained from grmowing cash crops such as jute 

as a means to acquire
rfodly mu.t sr,01 their labo r 

or nm.tatd 
 Ibut 
forced to depend entirely upon the sale of 

cash. rllTue landl'SS are 

their labor to have cash to buy food. 

seek employmentBoth the rmall land-holder and the landless 

fields of others 
as agricultural laborers. Howevter, finding work in the 

that
is not always an easy accumpIlistllW'nt. One re.ason fm this is 

are niany peopl, looking fur agricultural labor work. In fact,
there 

there are
there ar- gonerally mreC p110P1 looking for work than 

jobs. A stiff competition for agricultural work results. Informants 

to work as much as they would like. Some 
report tht:y are unable 

well in advance of planting or harvest­
must. contact larger landowners 

ing time in an effort to secure work. Even so, informants tell bitterly 

one year may
about how a job which was available from a landowner 

be witheld and given to another the next. 
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Other sources of employment are in non-farm work. FVor example, 

some landless and small landholders seek casual daily litbor in rural 

towns. Another method for augmenting one's farm income; is to utilizt 

artisan skills : canfish be caught for sale, or baskets and cloth
 

woven. Whatever the source, 
 it is striking that most of the poorer
 

rural informants can not afford to rely solely upon their own 
farm
 

ircome.
 

Marriage and Reproduction
 

Marriages are 
usually arranged by representatives of both the
 

bride's and the 
groom's families. Compared with more wealthy rural 

families, the poor tend to make arrangements for a marriage at carliei
 

ages. This is 
 particularly true for poor women who are often given in
 

marriage before 
reaching puberty. Apart from an early marriage
 

tradition, one 
reason for pre-puberty marriages for women may be
 

labor considerations on 
the part of the families. For example, a young
 

girl entering into a man's household not only lends prestige 
as a new
 

bride but represents an additional 
source of labor for the household. 

Sometimes, a family may offer their young daughter in marriage with 

the agreement that the groom will come to live with the bride's family. 

He will then contribute his labor to the welfare of the bride's household. 

To date, virtually all of the married informants have spouses who 

are from villages not far from their home community. Consequently, 
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ties with both affinal (n-las)and consanquinal (blood) kin art quite 

strong. If either spouse has a grievance or a complaint about the 

marriage, they can easily contact their respective kin for supporl. 

During their married life, women generally give birtli to 

several children (ten or fifteen is not uncommon). The incidence of 

child mortality, however, is perceived as being high. Th-refore, 

poor parents view giving birth to several children as a good precau-

There seems to be a conimon belieftion against the ravages of death. 

reachesthat in order to have at least one child alive by the time one 

old-age, one must have more than one child. 

Informants commonly attribuLe the frequency and total number 

of births a person has to supernatural determination (to AIMLah, if Mu.ilim 

and to the gods, if Hincs). Several state specifically that the frequncy 

of births is not to be tampered with by the hand of mortal man. bind­

larly, informants do not appear to think that several children represent 

burden than a few children. In accordancea significantly larger economic 

with these views, knowledge about contraception and the use of contra­

ceptive devices are extremely low. The motivation to change the exist­

ing patterns is also low. 

Hea.lth and Education 

In any one poor family, the incidence of illness seems to be relative­

ly high. Most informants complain about frequent "fevers" and gastroin­

testinal maladies. Commonly, any one informant has experienced at 
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ieas:t '.ne major illness in his or her family. ,Some informants recall 

several major illnesses -in their family. 

Accompanying the occurances of both major and minor illnesses 

seem to 

i, an active concern about health generally. This concern influences 

informants to Lake actions against ill-health. When illness strikes, the 
most frequent Lource of health care contacted by the poor appears to be 

the village healer. Such village healers offer a variety of skills and 

medicines (including Western drugs). However, these healers 

have no standard form of training-- ranging anywhere from an apprentice­

ship with another healer to once having worked as a servant for a physi­

cian. Healers often embark upon other money-making enterprises in the 

village besides health-care. Most healers are relatively poor themselves 

and have much in common with their poor patients--both socially and 

economically. 

A secondary source of health care for the poor seems to be the 
private physician. These medical people concentrate the majority of their 
income-producing activities in health care. They have had at least some 

formal medical schooling and usually live in rural towns. This means that 

their poor patients (or a member of the poor patient's family) must travel 

to the own to recei,te treatment and medicines. Both the private phy.ician 

and the village healer charge a fee for their services.
 

An illness is considered major 
or serious in this instance if the illn.ssdebilitates an individual for a long period of time or if the illess i., fatal. 

2 



Among the informants interviewed so far, none regularly 

utilize institutional health care services. Such .nstitutiunal 

health care facilities include government health clinics and tile 

"free" charitable wards of hospitals. One of the reasons informa.... 

mention for not -atilizing institutional health care is that they feel 

the health care is ineffective. Those who have tried it say that. the 

medicines given did not help them with their problem and "weak" ' were . 

Sonie inforrnants have also experienced corruption at: 

institutional health centers. These instances of corruption are 

usually characterized by health center ernployees demanding high 

cash payments from the patients before providing the "free" 

health care the institution advertises. The amounts of inoney 

asked for are extremely high when compared to the cash resources 

of the poor or even when compared to the cost of health care from 

private physicians or healers. 

Unfortunately, some sorts of health care (such surgeryas 

or specialist care) are often only available at the institutional 

centers. Somne pcor are therefore denied such services because 

of the corruption. One informant blaried the fact that his son 

is now a cripple on his inability to pay the bribery fees at a local 

"charitable' hospital. Even anong those informants who have not 

personally e'xpericnce/.orruption at a health institution, there are 

suspicions about whe'hier such health centers generally attempt to 

exploit the poor, 



Whatever type of heattli care is sought, the cost of
 

health care is 
 always high for the poor family. Instances
 

of illness usually require the family to borrow mcney in
 

order to pay for the health services obtained and for medicines. 

Commonly, the first source for these loans is a relative.
 

However, if the illness sprv! .ds to 
other members of the family 

or lasts a relatively long tirne, then money must sometimes be 

borrowed from a nmoneyhocer. 

Coinciding with thic hezt[Lth status of the poor, 'the level
 

of educational attainment is also gene-ally quite low. 
 Some
 

informants frankly 
believe education to be completely beyond
 

their ineans and an exorbitant luxury for their children. 
 One
 

reason for this belief is 
 that education is expensive in that it
 

demands 
some cash outlay for supplies and for ttition (after the
 

zhild has reached a 
certain grade). Education is also "expensivc 

)ecause it removes the child from the subsistence activities of
 

he household. 
 In many poor households, the contribution of
 

:hildren to subsistence is considred 
to be significant. 

For exanple, children (especially older girls) often 

take care of their younger siblings so that their mother can 

devote her time and labor to such things as grain processing. 
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Children (particularly boys) als u directly contribute to the hous ehold's 

food supply hy iishing in th i i., cu fildn. The fo)'.giiig for cooking 11'l 

and the cuiti ug of fodderi (for ,tlc or for consumption) arc other jobs 

per'o iii ied .hiidren.'y 

h'leircfu c, tht, loss of children to schooling can represent a 

rathe r izabl mcunoinic Lu rtdn. The length of Aiine during which girls 

Would Wu potuntially avahldL: for schooling is also shortened by their 

beconing Aigible for mnarriage after the age of ten. 

Foriint aiid liili ial ' Wi ii 

lii, ,,. , Ju. ril (CunL.,unc functions of poverty in Bangladesh, 

thU rt a ery p,..* tc-,itt.:idncy by agencies and analystL to con­

centrat,, (M1cl on iuriuSi economic indicator s. This is particularly 

evideint n the prulxn unce attributed to cash, cash flow and cash reserves, 

Howeve r, the cas c btudies sugg,,st that there is a significant amount 

of inforna] ucoonomic acti,'t1Cs aniong LiIupoor. 

Inte rv: wing and o crvatioun show that t, pJoor can obtain rtesOurces 

and servic us ,vithoutt cabh. For exanple, one infnoant reports that he 

is able Lu have li field pluughud by a pcr5 u1 \Vi.Ch a 1bulluck teai and a 

plough in exchAmrgu fur som- Iabo r in the fields of Lii plough-ow ner (a:h 

is not a part of thii e-::haig,U Of bUeMvceS; bUt, Ca } aIparty acq'ir Ian1 

economic bneito 

Anuioheuixainpie of o im uol atcajiunu r no~qig s the pattern 

of abs enLete anim~al owmiur ship. In these ilns tnuus, a pour liollsv]old 

agrees to tend and care lor a number of aninials belonging uskally to a 
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larger-scale farmer. The animalb are brought to the hous tuold of the 

tending lanipi, wheu th,:yorl avUc-dter rn i d lngth 

of tire (gc iurally uiitil th- aill.Zu ,n r h n aLuritl o UrItil thuey 

repi'oducc). Aftur the agre(ed mQ(.'o Iii i p',rind, the aniiu1:7 are 

returned to the owner anid Lu td0)( liig Iuuchuld i, gi ve orw l~more 

young animals for their strvIcs.
 

One inforrnant 
once worked in the field-, ,,1a sniall laicluw er inl 

exchange, at least initially, for a subsistence living. 'I he ,li,owner 

gave the moan lodging, food and clothing for labor.hi 5 At the enld of 

more than a year i. this relationship, the man decided to letavc the 

service of the landowner and was given two young horses as an addi­

tional rewarl for his labor. 

Besides, the informal economic systern of playmjit for labor and 

services, thure is also appare ntly a tradition of niOH-CUSIL tradling which 

is qaite active. Essentially a system of barter, goodb arc exchianged for 

other goods without cash entering into the transaction. Sucl non-cash 

trading can occur at one of the formal ma rket places, bu.twuen subsistence 

farmer and full..time merchant. Non-cash tradinig may take place in the 

country-side between farmers well;as but additional investigation is needed 

to verify this practice more thoroughly. 

NUvcrth'lcl sb, the p CeuCnCC of info'mal econom1ic activities is strong 

enough to suggest that any Uconomic appraisal ol the rural poor is incomplete 
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without some attempt to measure the informal econromy. That the rural 

poor tulluw, at last in part, informal econoniic practices seriously 
at) (1 kite 

questions thc rcliai)ility of any cash income figures as an/indicator of 

eCollollc sLttus ill ru-11ral ar 

Orientatiun and World View 

An attempt in the case studies is made to gather sorne information 

about how the poor perceive the circunstances of their life. When 

asked directly what do they think is their greatetit difficulty in life, in­

formants usually reply it ib obtaining enough food Jor their family. 

Clearly, they feel that it is a :truggle to bub~ist ade(.uately and sub­

sistence requires constant effort. 

in addition to the struggle to subsist, there is a realization among 

the poor that they are basically powerless. Because of their power­

lessness, many informants recognize that they can be, and often are, 

exploited by those with power and resources. Furthermore, all infor­

mants are aware that: they are victims of corruption of one form or 

another; they can be easily pressured into voting for an elite family in 

local elections; their jobs are precarious and employment is subject to 

the vihim of the economic elite; and, that they are largely excluded from 

local decisioii- rnaking. 

Thiz, awarteness produces some bitterness. But, it also helps to 

foster ainoiig the poor a fatalism toward their lot in life. Part of this 
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fatalism is an underlying bolief that it futileis to try to changu their
 

circumstances. Thus, one informant said, "Even Allah does ziot
 

love the poor"-- implying 
 that requcsts for supt.rnatural assistance
 

in improving 
the life oi the poor bring no results.
 

When the prospect of a 
government program intervening to
 

help improve their life is suggested, the informants op.nly scoff
 

bitterly at such an idea. 
 Thcy consider goverlnient action on their
 

behalf as a fanciful, highly improbable possibility -- an action they
 

believe never- to have occurud in the past.
 

To the poor, the governilent represents an unknown entity. It
 

is a 
 very distant, high btatub organization with positions held by members 

of the elite. They know the government confers awesuime andan power 


authority upon its representatives. Many informants believe that
 

government action and programs 
are primarily for the local elite and 

exclude poor people. As an overall entity, the government is. somewhat 

feared because it is not understood and because of its power. 

Beneath the fatalism and the futility, all the poor informants exude 

a quiet pride in being able to survive and produce a family in the face of 

such adversity. Despite complaining about their circumstance and the 

difficulties they encounter, informants persist.the With this persistance 

comes and individual recognition of accomplishment. 
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Summaryv 

The narrative above discusbcus- orne of tilt, p,tttur'b of rural 

by firs sci iof*vw 

such, it is ageneraizcd am prk linvinary al nyst v .f tht (dLA ollt.ced 

to date. T!"! tLv crltt.j A t ill iit vict-Au s t min .-cl] k iIcl~tLh" i'i 

poverty which u rc suggu ,tud tf u sest ,f . 

Ipy'ct.( ill", 1dWd '%hich analysis 

is based. Sup1plnunteliig thc inlfotnamiion I ri th4c ijit. \iuvvs ar,. the 

the appendi) 't t In,y 11 uih)mh it 

observations inadc in tic ficld wiII colI(ut Litlbg tit' viCW,5 

Thc crilrtnt data Ixm:u is incomplutE.; hut, ti t t ,ic stLudies are 

continuing. Durin g the upcoming monthD, ti imterviuw schedule 

will be cxpnIUdld to includc LrmcrS with farr land of nlilr. than two 

acer, . It ,vill also include rural 10mnilius ,idc duriwv [he majority 

of their livelihood troin oth-er thui agicultural sourIiceus. When more 

data arc in, a hiuru complett aiialy. i s will be post]i lc. 
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APPENDIX: 

Transcripts of the FirstSeries 
of Interviews 



Oct. 19, 1978 

Informant 4 1 

Thana: Tangail 

District: Dacca 

Infolimant: male, 53age, yrs. He is a Hlindu with ten years of education. 

He was born in Shinhur,,gi, the village in which he lives. His 

father was also born here. He says that his family h'as lived in this
 

village' for the last 7 genorations, 
 He hds ouli brother and two sisters.
 

His brother also lives in this village. One of 
 his sisters is moiurriud and 

lives in the village. His other sister is married and lives in inother
 

village.
 

His father owned .38 
 acres of land for farming. Upon his father's 

death, he and his brother both inhereted half of the farm land (. 19 acres 

each). He also inhemited his father's house in which he now lives. He 

says that the house has needed repoir for the last two ye;ars but he does 

not have enough money to repair it. When asked what was wrong, with 

the house, he replied that the roof frame has lotted awdy and has broken!F 

He fears that the roof is slipping. He also says thta the tence which 

shields his compound from the eyes of strangers (non-relatives) is 

falling down. 



On the land he inhei ite-d from his father, he used to grow cane 

and reeds. From these, he and his wife, would weave "Patti" (mats) 

for s.dc . Poplu buy these mtitts tot sitting or sleeping on. HIu no 

longer grows his own ciffe rand reed;., htoweVr. This is because he 

no 1ingEI UVwnS iffny falli 11,)1 

'When asked whti hippkneed to hi.; land, he s.idd he was forced 

to sell his 1011d during tile 1974 famine. Hle needed money to augment 

his incorne bUc-iuse the v1ice of rice went trom 3 'l'aki ii S.be Lu ]0 

Tak, i seer. He had t,, have fllL., 'I emoney Ihall hre W,Is cui ltiny to 

keep tee(ling his family. H( fell the only w,iy ho! could get extrat 

money was to sell his land. When a.sked to whom he sold his land, 

he answered that he sold his .19 acres to his brother for 2,000 Taka 

who still owns the land. lie now must buy the cane and reeod he uses 

to make, the patti anrd he says t.he price for the raw nmterials for making 

Patti is increasingj. This makes the economics of Patti-miakincj harder 

for him ,and hi-ifamily, 

He K sis three living children, two sons and one daughter. He 

also had two other daught.--rs who eare now dead. One of these died 

at the age ot two ye.rs, apparently from small pox. The other died 

ft 18 years of cholfenr',,. At the, deiath of the older daughter, she had 

Irc.-ady bfen mauimed for 5 yUar; (hving m,.rri ed a.t the aje of 13). 
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Befu,: irns aaugnter died, she gave birth to a son. This child (a 

grandson of the informant) also died after living fir 6 months. The 

grandfather said the child Just seem to "dry-up" to skin and bone 

(perhaps a victim of malnutrition). 

This man has two other grandsons who are the children of his 

eldest son (the only one of his two sns who is married). The elder 

son had eight years of schooling and the yo nger, nine years of 

schooling. The informant's only living daughter has nevei been to 

school. 

When asked about the education of his children, he says that 
education is a "good thing" but that he is a poor man and education 

costs money. Up to grade 5, education is free, but after that, there 

is a tuition. The tuition is: 7 taka per month per student for grade 6, 

8 taka per month per student for grade 7, and, 9 tak,, per month per 

student for grade 8. As the grades go higher, the costs also increase. 

Both of his sons are Patti-makers like him now. He told us 
that one of his son's (presumably the younger one) wanted to keep 

going to school to learn a "profession". But, lie suid he- could not 

afford additional schooling and the boy areudy knew much about 

making "Patti". 



He says that in making Patti his wife does the weaving while he 

works on preparing the reeds into i(ott strips which on.., wcaveble. His 

wife has helped him with this work since they were marrled. He was 

18 when he married, his wife was 13. But, he feels it L; hlcirder now 

to make a living since he had to sell his land. Having to buy the cane 

instead of growing it drives up tho cost of producing the finished mats. 

He sells the finished mats to a wholesaler who comes from the 

market to buy his product. The price he receives for the mats range 

from 20-30 taka each. At the market, he says the price will be about 

5 taka more. fie estimates that he earns anywhere from 5 to 7 taka 

a day from the making of "Patti". 

Related to his income, he considers his greatest problem in 

life is getting enough food for his family. He says this even though 

he says he usually eats three times a day. When asked if three meals 

a day is not enough, he says that only one of these meals is rice, the 

other two are wheat meals. Due to poverty, he eats wheat. If he could 

afford it, he would rather have all rice meals. (He apparently considers 

rice to be "food" whereas wf-aat is just a substitute filler which gets him 

by until his next meal of rice). He says he rarely eats fish or meat. 

While on the subject of food, we asked if he has a ration card. 

He replied yes he holds an "A" category ration card, but for the past 
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year, he has received no rations. We asked to see his ration card and 

it showed that the last time he received a ration was January 21, 1977. 

At that time, he got about one or oie and a1half seers for each member 

of his family. The card also showed thait he has received rations a
 

total of twenty-one times since 1972.
 

Other "A" ration card holders in the village experienced the
 

same 
infrequency for the distribution of rations. Those listening to 

ur informant tell his story about the rationzi commented that the "C"
 

"ation card holders must be getting 
the rations becausu they have
 

=ough money to bribe the distributors 
 to give them the rations. This 

prompted a good deal of sarcastic joking about the cards and the rations. 

Our informant concluded by noting that his "moth-eaten" card is
 

providing food for the insects but it obtains no food for him or his
 

family. 

We closed our conversation by asking him about his general 

health. He said that he and his family frequently suffer from fevers, 

colds, and "stomach problems." When he or any member of his family 

is sick he usually contacts the self-appointed village "healer" (who 

once worked for a doctor). This "healer" makes a diagnosis and offers 

medicines, all for a price. Should he have to borrow money for this 



fee, he says he would normally seek a loan from his relatives. 

Our informant said he does not go to the clinics or the hospital 

at the Thana headquarters. When asked about family planning, 

he said that the number of children d man should havt is the 

wish of the gods, it is not a matter left to the hand of man. 

On this note, we ended our interview. 
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Oct. 19, 1978 

Informant #2 

Thana: Tangail 
District:Tangail 

Informant: Male. Age: Unknown (about 50-55 as a guess), 

Religion: Moslem. Married. 

He says he is an agricultural laborer who has lived In this village 

for about 22 years. But, he was not born here. He wds burn in "Aita", 

his father's village, which is about one and a half miles ,wy. His
 

father had a small piece of farm land and was 
d minor civil servant
 

who worked in the local 
revenue office. He owns a small house which
 

rests on 
 .17 acres of land. Closeby his house, he has a small vegetable 

garden. He owns no farm land. 

The land he now owns he bought for 700 taka, he did not inherit it. 

He said he did inherit .45 acres of land from his fathe, but, 'was forced 
to sell the land long ago when he w'as young. When asked why he was 

:forced to sell the land, he answered that it all came about shortly after 

his father's death and involved a "Imatbur" (influential man of status and. 

means) in his father's village. 

Following his father's deathhe went to work An The fields of the 

"matbur. " Soon, he learned that another man had laid claim to the land 



he hod ltherited from his fath,l'r £iayingthit it o illy belonged to him 

and thut the, inform . t':1 1 t i,. h -11i 11.) ILut. C ity to Will IIhI- and to his 

ll o ni-tlt dSkil U.k-A 01 tci kh , -I iv-,,I a nd up.; .t :;u (l iil.Willj the 

traditionai'l IM-tho1d fo ,;uItiinlu di. ;putt j in the vill4Ll,), ho wont to 

the "InatbuxH" fr help,. 

U pon lian th(,e: se suubmitted by our infot mant, the "l11l0 

suggest;d th<ji he would buy the land for 200 Tijka . Ile told our
 

ilforlnIIl ttha !: 11ck, he wans a 
 "matbui " the other c1ciinicint loi the
 

land would nevei b, ,bi. to win his case. 
 The othu cl. iraimi w(Is 

not a "ratbur "nd therefore statusless and without significint 

economicie oufc,-Js in comwirison. The powerful mellibers of the 

community would surely honor the "Matbur's" purchzi.-e. The "Matbu" 

then told our intormant that he could come back to him in two years 

(after the issue oi thue Lnd was forgotten) and he would sell our 

informant back his land for the sdnile, very low 200 Taka price. 

But upor etuming 3fter two yu.is, our Informant found that 

the Ma WvUS not willing to sell back the land. Our informant 

then went to other large landowners; in th.2- vill. ge to ask for their 

assistance in retuming his, land. Whe;n these people inv,e.,sticj-ted 

the watter, the "Matbur" said th,.t he h1d alru21dy g iv IJ the land iii 

question to one of his son; and tht his son did not wnit to give it up. 

Therefore, out of regard for his son he could not sell it back. 
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During the ilnvestigtion at this time, or-ilforniant learTned 

Information which Imakes him suspect thelt the "McltbU" wu tcd his 

land even before his father died. He also believ,;., thldt th.. "NMlotbur" 

arranged to have anothor roan make a false claim on hi! oird so thot 

he would be forced into asking the "Matbur" fo help. 

After he realized his land was hopelessly lost, he moved 

about from one place to another, selling his labor in the fields. 

Eventually, he to thecame axed of this village whore he settled 

down ana miarried. He married when he was about 20 years old. 

At that time, his wife was 14. He hs three ciildroij who 1r41 living: 

two sons and a daughter His two sons are also agricultural laborers. 

One son is about 21 years old, the other is about 15. Thu daughter is 

married and lives in the neighboring village. 

His wife has given birth to five other children (8 in all), but, 

these have all died. One, a son, died when he was approximately 

20 years old. He died from an infection (tetanus?) which originated 

as a boil on his chest. A daughter died at the age of ton when she 

became sick with high fevers and then chills (probably malaria). Two 

other daughters died shortly after birth with the same symptoms of 

fever and changing to a strange color of blue (perhaps umbilaclo cord 

tetanus). The fifth child was born prematurely in the eight month and 

died at birth. 



We asked if any of his children had been to school. foe answered 

no and tha-t he also had no schooling and cuuld not read or write. We 

then askud whut was his greatest ditti,:ulty in life. He replied that it 

is his he.,alth. He has been suffering the past few yeows hum asthna. 

He says he also frequently experiences fevers. His health tells him he 

should stop working but he feels he must keep on working to helpt.i 

a livelihood for hi; fAmily. When worki ng il the fhlds , he sujys his 

asthma makes him work slowly and that sometimes he must stop because 

his breath is too short. 

Once he went to the Thana chdritable hospital to seek treatment, 

the staff there gave him some medicine which did little to nlcke him 

feel better. So, he went back and saw a doctor. The doctor told him 

he was seriously ill and should have treatment it the hospital. When 

our Informant agreed to the treatment, the doctor told him he would have 

to pay 200 Taka just to be admitted. When our informant said he did not 

have that kind of money, the doctor made it clear that without the 

payment, theru could be no treatment at the "charitable" hospital. 

Our informant said that he and the other residents believe that 

the hospital is onely a bribery business for doctors and generally do 

not go. fle 6ays that when he has fevers he simply rests and consults 

no-one (his wife also appaiently has a goiter). 



A neighbor of our informant who was listening to the story a-bout 

the incident at the "charitable" hosplidl volunteered one of his own. 

He said his son had an accident and broke his leg . 1Ie took his ,;on 

to the 	Tangail hospital for treatment. The docto s thelrc. told him they 

had no supplies or instruments so they could do nothing, but, if he 

could 	pay them 250 Taka, the doctors would arrange for treatment.
 

Our informant's neighbar told them that by 
 selling his belongings 

he might be uble to give thuni 50 'uka . Thu doctors told him this was 

too small a sum and that they could dt, nothing for that amount. Angry 

and disgusted, the man took his injured son back to wherethe village 


he was treated with whatever traditional medical knowledge they
 

possessed.
 

The neighbor says his son survived but that the boy is now 

lame and will be a cripple for the rest of his life. He added that he 

almost wishes his son had died in the accident because now he cannot 

lead a productive life. He will not be able to work in the fields but 

still, he will have to eat. Our informant nodded in sympathetic 

agreement to his neighbor's feelings. 

We then asked our informant'about his work. He told us he 

works in the fields of several different landowners ploughing, planting, 

weeding and harvesting. He works with rice, jute or any other crop 



which is grown in the area Hie poay is dlywhu e floMl 2 . S to 5 .00 

Taka per day. The pay is dter'tmiuaed by thtu landowner. When asked 

if he .v l .k(!d for li lui wci 5 hit li i th,,i li, i.;,L , i ,;k 

for moh py- be d ,id , w1t,,t liandowlUr WCilti ',{Iioiu.ly 

listen to his request. 

He does not work tall the tim- because he cannol cways find a 

job to do in someone's fieldS. He c ,stimatos thot he, h, ,,woak about 

18 days Li month, although he would like to wtk lore ottl [vul 

during hacrvesting and plnting time, he say-S lie €(,lilliut gull lull-Lime 

work brnd th,,t the longest job in anyone field is 3 or 4 duys. 

Because thai e are moie people who wont to wuil. in the fields 

than theit., is woik to do, there is a stiff competition for the work 

which it,,vailabe, lie ha:, often lost opportunity to work because he 

learned ,about, the upcomiln jobs to() Lite. In the'-,. inL tilincs, whon 

hie goes tOOtli- with thelianduw ei to.,olf-r his s.rvicS., lie finds others 

have al-reajdy md,e armneent to do the work even though the work is 

to begin at some time in the futule. 

He says hie must go to the landowners early to mcke ,appointments 

to work in their fields . Then if he ,doe:n'taccept the pay which is 

offered or agiee to do what the lndown(,i witits , thu llndown,' : will 

simply offer the work to someone else. 

http:Iioiu.ly
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Related tuj thu frequenqcy of li work,i i; the al,.it I,.r t.),1d vlicli 
is available in our infoiinirit u:'J, il'dtll0Uj ,i Is,.. : . pool 
their collective, rnin 'Ji( I ,t t - 'l11011! 11,1..,I c 


one day ci weeok th ,. i: n 
 tuo(I t,, (,,It. (Phu (idIy v Jltl't ,.,I, hi , 

his wife said there, wds nu loud to cuok) . Usualj,,y e Wo eCuts 
two meals a day: one rice meol aid or,. whecit rm.oul. So luti:;, there 

Is only enough for one meal.
 

We asked him more 
about his relcitionship with the liijdownukrs 

In the village. He said that during planting and harvest .. ion when 

landowners need workers, then he hat. good relations with thum. At
 

other 
times of the year however, he says they do not even wcnt him
 

close 
to their houses .
 

Another 
 when landownerstime dre friendly is before tlections 

when they are asking for the vote ot the workers. Upon hei nj this, 
one of our infoimnnt's neighbor compla ed thuct the ~wn- HOnnot,o 


so congenial nev Cit election time bucuse the Lndovjii( s .,II tetheji 

who to vote foi . This neighboi feels he hds no chOice In Voting in
 
the local elections because he iea dat ifh he does iot vote us
 

instiuctud, his hone may be burned or members of his luirrily bea-,,,itell. 

Besides, he says the landowners are the ones who ofri him ;.vok. 
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We then inquired if our informant had a ration card. He replied 

he had c, clas s "A" category r< ion (aid but thdt he hod r. reivd 

anly rut il ho ,mr a 'cydi . hi itk: il pViumis yi, , h 'i oven Mly 

lime. iCl.vinq (wi 

rations uL w ck-,.t (u L out to3 5 :cers). 

Wh,,n c.sked why hu had nct jeceivud any ldtiu ; for ov-r a 

year, he- .gu sted th ut the raNcmriare foi the wealthy (people with 

influum.o) iot the poO (people without tlhe 1b0on. 1. influInce), 

About aj ytIdr ,yo , his cI d and the ctmdz o) his neighbors were taken 

by the d ,tributo s. The di stributors told the villtot ;sthey were taking 

the ccrds because new ones were going to be is:;Ld as a i-plaicement 

fot the old cards. They sdid the new cards would be given to the 

villageis in a shiort time. But, our infot nant and his nceiyhbo-s have 

heard nothing of any new cards since then. (It is possible that the 

distributors ar now keeping the rations meant for these vil]agers 

while iecording on thteir card,; that they hdve received the aitions 

due to then). 

While sitting in our informant's small hut, we noted that there 

was a card on the wall and asked to see it . It was ti Inl,ily plonning 

worker visitation cird which i:ortds 

one IrawtIUn. IV ',mci . , hn. i ecltl ti i ' O low 

ec:. the: number (ind h uquency of visits. 

We then a ske(d our informant what the cud was . e ai.n-weted that he 



was not sure but that he was requinr by the "gvcrin1-ent" to ku,q it 

and ShOW it upun derna d to pcupL who,so-ii i , tL;rni to thu villge. 

He says that pu.opl e t. ice I A hr n ihuy .', 

When asked if thesie visiitor. ,711h'1 to Ih,- ('lri ' uri5k !,e., Vrl give 

them contraceptives, he replied no and said th, L they ,ic-ly :;tiy lung
 

and say very little when they 
are at hi s house. (lie upparrritly dcssociites 

the family planning card with soni soit of mystic(iI offci,.Al tulloi iol but is 

unawar j of any connection with family planning). We asked if h 11,1s ever 

used any contraceptives, he said no. 

While I was writing down this information about the family planning 

card, I was asked by our informant, "Gentleman, whatever are you writing 

so much about the poor people? God, himself, does not lovu, th.. poor 

people; so what help will your writing do?"
 

Not having a real reply, that I was
I said just trykig to learn Lbout 

the way he lives. One of his neighbors then suggested that por people 

have a "longer" life than the wealthy ,even with the suffering . He 

implied that the longer the life, Lhe more the suffering; and, the more 

the suffering, the longer life seems to be. 

As evening was appioaching,, it was getting drirker inside the 

man's hut . We inquired cabouL what our informant did for light when 

night came. said heIle had a kerosene lamp if thei, is a toreason 

http:offci,.Al


have a light. Normally, hwcwie hu Vies tt, ;nshull of his ucLiviLics 

before dairk l th i 'i ,s.;ou thui t i kiv o sLiitiiif1it- y $ k i,.s nlO is 

exP L-.I;iVt: . 

On *hjt nute, we Lhrked him for his time Iind ended tho interview. 
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Date: October 20, 1978 

Informant 413 

Tharia: Shibpur 

District: Dacca 

Informant: Male. Age: Unknown (he Gay, ulghe wi.s 6 months Old dL 
the "great fumine." He uppears to be itppioxiniotely 
50 or 55). 

When we arrived at his home , our infoimant was sittincg ii tr)iiL 

of his home with bundles of grass scl:tred about him. i,-w.: in the 

process of repairing his thatched looi. As part of this pf()('edtixe, he
 

gathered tall grasses 
from the countryside around the villuJ . The
 

grass he gathered he then cuts into equal lengths for ittuching to his
 

roof. Ie was in 
 the process of cuttili, the grass when we inquired if 

we could cisk him a few queticons ,b.ut him-..lf. 

tie has lived in this village siinceC hu .Vat bull. 1is l,,Ithle was 

born in another village about five nmies awcy. His ft let was a 

farmer and at one time owned 3 6 acres of land. But, dLi jg lhi. 

father's life-time, the land was slowly sold piece by piuco to get Inoney 

to pay back loons and in order to have mnolley ful livinjg ex vnses a tti r 

crop failures. Some of this land , iie thinkL.;, Wd 5 l utttJt m.y i.,:ylanders 

(he says it happened long ago and it i; 1bdrd to lellotl;bkt lu boiqht his 

fathel's 1,Jlnd) . 

http:him-..lf


-37-

By the time of his father's death, there was no longer any land.. 

He, theretore, inherited no land from his father. N..vcl otkll'-', lie 

presently owns a total of .4icres I i:.IlUSe 'ld I sm,,ll (J'ig l lli 

on . I alld n j The I ojej joacres ie Ifalrl.; luh rt: ma .3 cikrus. .- , 

inherited from his maternal unc-le. 

On his .3 acres, he grows rice and jute, however, he sys his 

land is not very fertile. fie averaigus only four maunds WA piddy and 

one maund of jute over the course of o year (which includes two 

growing seasons) . All the p,d, ly hu grows he keeps for his own 

consumption, so he sells nole itit. lis jute he du..s sell arnd ho 

takes the jut( the inloiket hiir tou make the sole.to -ilt 

Even by keepincj all the rice he ,rows, he still must buy food. 

The money he receives from the ScilC of thtj jute is not enough to meet 

his needs for cash so he works as .ilaboret in thu fields of others. 

He says he works on his own field toi only about five months of the year. 

For the rairaining seven months , he lo-,: for wok ill others fields. 

However, he reports that it is hard to find agricultural work. 

Most of the work is concentrated during the planting and harvesting 

times. Even then, there are more pdoplc looking tor work in the fields 

of the landholders than there is work and there is competition for the 

work which is available. Because he i::; "old" arid "w.,ak" (fie Is 

bent and cannot stand straijht any longer), it i.. hardt- to get jobsj 



and to do the woik if he gets it. Ho sy!; he fe (ld befi his time. 

(i'he redson for this he attributes patly to hjecivy Inb -L i,,,tllily 

to a ldck f eiough food).
 

When h(, is ablie to g-t dg -iC;Itur"] ,wk(
Y!u h10yis ui thlly
 

paid 6 Taku a (My- This wag (2 reflfriii. 11),ut tle uv,..I Ithough
 

he has worked 
for several diffcr:rt iandwvn,.i s w oun the vilbgo. 

We then Lisked him about his frii]y. I-I sid he was
 

approximately 
27-30 ye-Jrs old when he in)rirned hvjs wifu. Shu was
 

15 at the time. She- wis boin inrI 
 vill gE! 


away and n,.ved to 


VOthn .AALuIt twu mIh1. 

this village when sh,: niiriud. Her I IiM aWas 

casual labo- laborer in the fields of that village. Her only breather
 

has moved 
 away from this area to Pabna District where he wurkb as 

a weaver of cloth. 

He has six children who are living and has had no childiren who 

have died. Five of these children are mlus and one Hisalu.ltis two 

oldest sons also work as agricultural laborers. The IerNa illilig tour 

children are fairly young. The oldest son is about 25 yeirs old and is 

rather small. (A relative of our informnent, upon hearing this, concluded 

that his eldest son was small because he has had to work so hard -­

the amount of work cilfected his growth), 
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We asked our informant it lie or hi.; children had ever gone to
 

school. He answeeud that he ha:, hid no n 'I;ch.ol
nd neither ha,;
 

any of his c.hil cn. P't tIis jolit, I:1 1(i , (wh, vv(1s ,t idij i d
 

LoLut dincu ctic 


that her childiw h1lP out w.; tLit-r house 


A WOvch ie tiSCciI u I ini c with I i.,pi of " .lrdah ') :-;Ild 

must WitWWI i)e ,nd the houses 

of others so they conno[ bebtt~p d UO to school. 

Switchir, tiLe subjct soI-ewhat , we inquired it h.,owned any 

animals . He replied he hid only onu baby goat. Ho obitdined the goat 

through ririri-ger't he made with a tdrmer who owns svo1l goats. 

li( two aThis lirui s about iiles .wdy aind is dist.ant relative. As a 

part of this aricingjcnient, he took a femalo goat from the owner and raises 

it. He grazes it and cares for it. When the goat gave birth, his payment 

for his work was one of the baby goats. The mother and tile other kids 

have been returned to the owner now. 

He owns no othcr animals. lie suyS if he owned two bullocks 

then he could begin shareciopping . Without bullock-s;, he sclys no one 

is interested in him as a sharecropper. He must hire the use of two 

bullocks to picugh his own field. He pays fox the use of the two 

bullocks by working on the land of tlie owner ain (ppioprijte number 

of days to cover the value of the bullock rental. 
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We asked if he has to borrow ioey, fox tlw co t .C f raisilJ crops 

in his field? HIe answered yes, ever.y ea srI he. must borrow ,,oney. 

Presently he owes a total of about 100 'hkd. -I borrowTimciiey from 

a variety of different landowners ond sirmlarly, his present tot,2 l dobl is 

divided among a few landowners. For rt.payment, he will woik in t, 

fields of his crediturs foc the number of djys (multiplied ti ' 6 ku) 

equivalent to thu amount he hl;3 borrowed. He said he u ju llyiepdys 

most of his loans in labor because h .- can get very little c ,:;h. 

We then inquired about the nuraor of muals a day our iiiuiinant
 

eats. Usually, he said, he eats one meal a day, but he would like
 

to eat three meals. This prompted us to ask about whether he was 6 

ration card-holder. He is category "A" card-holder,a however, the
 

last time he received a ration was over a year ago. At that time, 
 he
 

remembers getting between 
1 1/2 to 2 1/2 seers of wheat. 

He thinks that the ration distribution system no longer exisis. 

He also believes ilhat the "foodc. for work" program has replaced the 

rationing iysttm he doesso not complain. lIe said One of his sons 

worked on a "food foi work" project last year. But, nueo tOhf family 

have been able to get employment on a "food for work" pn'ject this year. 

They tried and tound that there were too many people who wi tud to work 

on the project -- so they were Lurned away. 
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Concerniig his health, -.uii itoTiJt sild idt hc and 11s 

Laniily h._J\',ittev iltn li ID Lic2 f0111 At i't!\'t". . ate.stirictl piobluins 

.nd cold., \\h i h Se iilii. :1es , , lie u A tCt.2 the t,'illje 

"hecileis." These "hbe I I- -ilrjt 1 -11hi. eiV :. blut ho can 

pay toi their suivices by worknug o if 1-i, dub.-, iin tlh i fiold. ;. 

He rt-ported that he wt.o ti LI, "cho Wtobc " di.,;po-im;rryonic~e~a 

; he , i timt t t. 

staff there give lhiii .;o mn, utcik:iI : li0wovut., hu, :,la 'I the ilud( :i.i 

did not c'ure him i:o he had It "ctl,." hum;teli. Aftti Ithi;; Oi:;odu, he 

has not gone back to ihe. diS ,:Alil ry. the I, gjitie l, tic, can 

at the thri j hc!4,adq tt eltoi.t v ,lw A nom 1.:Vt The; 

lietie;t. m be 

not afford the piices which doctors and ho spitals clinlj(.,, (and besides 

he would not be dble to pay Ioi their services with hi. labor). 

It was becomi-ting obvious tht out irifulml.jlit wiiLecd tou yet back to 

the task of repeirinq his work , so we ended the inttlrviitw at this point. 

In parting, we asked how many luiunj (the commun cloth cjirlnont worn 

by men) . le replied that lie only o-wned the one.u he wrd; wearing. His 

wife added that 6he owned but one sari and that she hdas worn this sari 

for over two yeairs now. 
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Dgate - C(tnhAr 9n 1Q7A 

Informant #4 

Thana: ShJbpur 

District: Dacca 

Informant: Male; Age: 35; Married; MUslim.: 

We began the interview by asking our informant about himself and 

his family. He was born in this village. His father is now dead but 

used to be the village "mullah" (holyman) when he was alive. Our 

informant said he married when he was 27. His wife is from a village 

about one mile away. She was 15 at the time of their marriage. 

From their marriage, he now has two daughters -- one 8 years old, 

the other five. His wife gave birth to a third daughter after only eight 

months of pregnancy; but, the baby died shortly after birth. 

While he was growing up, our informant h.id seven years of 

schooling. Part of the time he spent going to school, he lived with 

his mother's brother. His uncle was a weaver and he became interested 

in the weaving of cloth. When he came home Irom school, he would sit 

and practice weaving at his uncle's loom. And, in this wiy, he learned 

how to weave. He returned Iu his I.s her's i',m,. wit ii, ' t inished his 

schooling. He says his wift went to schotl hki i;, ii 
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In talking about his father, our informant said that besides 

being the village "mullah", he owied approximately five acres of land. 

His father also took a second and younger wife later on in his life 

(Our informant's mother was the first wife). As part of the arrangements 

for this second marriage, his father gave 2.6 acres of his land to his 

second wife. Therefore, at the death of his father, our infoxmant and 

his three brothers inherited equal shares of the remaining 2 .4 acres. 

Of the .6 acres which he owns, oua intorulirit has his house, a 

working hut and a small garden on .3 acies. The rumaining .3 dcres 

he devotes to farming. On his farm land, he grows rice and occasionally 

jute. He does all of his own farm woik and ownr, no bulloc:,s. When he 

must plough his field, he "rents" bullocks on the "badla" system in which 

he agrees to work for two days in the fields of the bullock owner in 

exchange for the use of the bullocks. 

At the start of each growing season, he says he must borrow 

money to cover the cost of the materials he needs. He always 

borrowed from moneylenders, in the past. Recently, he learned of an 

agricultural cooperative which would provide "low-interest" loans if 

the cooperative members used High Yielding Varieties (HYV) in their 

fields. He joined the cooperative and decided to try it out. 
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However, he has not been pleased with the cooperative. He says 
that he does not always want to use HYV's every season, so he could 

not always get loans from the central cooperative bank. This he found 
annoying and turned to the traditional moneylenders on these occasions. 

When he did use HYV's, he normally borrowed from 300 to 400 Taka for 
the season at 12%a interest over a 6 month period (24% for a year).
 

He liked the interest rate but he discoveied the 6 month limit
 
on the loan was too short a tirrie period. At th- uend 
 ut the 6 month 

period, he said his crop was often still in the field and unharvested.
 

At that point, 
 the supervisor of cooperative loans would come to him
 
and demand repayment. The cooperative supervisor 
even threatened
 

that if the loan was 
not repaid on schedule, he would call in the police. 

The prospect of the police frightens our informant. So if his
 
harvest was not yet in and his cooperative loan was due, 
 he would sell
 
his crop unharvested to landowners. 
 The sale was accomplished by
 

asking the interested landowner to look at the field and make 
an 
estimate of the amount which will be harvested. This amount times 
the expected market price is what our informant receives for the sale. 

After the sale, all work and harvesting is done by the purchaser or 
the purchaser's agents. Our informant does nct work in the field again 
until after the harvest is complete. Any of the harvest which exceeds 
the estimate made by the purchaser is kept by the purchaser or sold as 

a profit. 
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sell his crop beforeOur informant says he does not like to have to 

pay back his loon lhrn the cooperative. Heit is harvested in order to 

lyprefers th,, muneylcun:1uin with hoil Ihighel ICt~e, of ink reut (rt charge 

him 50'/ intereut fur c, 6 nth priod) . The; moneylunders give him 

.itte, the lhalvest (the longer the timeplenty oI time Lu paybck his loain 

spent in paying the loai bdck, the more profit the moneylender makes). 

Because of the early collection of the couperJtive loans (and the 

threat of police intervention), our informant no longer borrows from the 

cooperative and now deals primarily with moneylenders. He says he 

field because he ccin get irrigationstill sometimes grows HYV's in his 

from a deep tube well. 

Aside from working in his own field, he also has worked as a 

laborer in the fields of others. He worked as an agricultural laborer 

each year for the past several years. But when he was working in the 

earn more money if he could usefields of others, he thought he could 


his knowledge of weaving. So, he and his wife decided to buy a loom
 

and augment their farming income by weaving. He realized, however,
 

that a loom is expensive.
 

Over time, he was able to borrow a total of 1,000 Taka (the 

cost of a loom) from his wife's relatives. He purchased a loom eight 

months ago and has it set up in a separate hut. He has not yet repaid 



the loan he got to buy the loom originally. His wife's relatives have 

already paid him a visit to ask for repayment. IHe told them he did
 

not have ,nouhII money and 
so they left. Still, le fL.o.:L; piessure 

now to pay back the loan soon. 

With the loom, he weaves sari's from yrnis which hU buys 

already dyed in the market (there is a weaving industry not far from
 

the village). He 
says he does not weave lungis or any other items;
 

he specializes in sari's.
 

In order to buy the yarns and other raw materials for weaving, 

he must borrow money from the moneylenders (again at 50% interest 

over a 6 month period). When he finishes the sari's, he takes them to 

the market and sells them himself. The average market price for his
 

sari's is about 35 Taka. 
 He repays the loan with the proceeds of his
 

sales. Then the cycle begins anew. He says he must 
sit and weave 

for 10-15 hours a day in order to make a profit of 10 Taka while the 

moneylender sits doing nothing all day and also eaims money from 

his weaving. 

We asked him what he thought his greatest difficulty in life was. 

He answered itis getting enough food for his family. He normally eats 

two meals a day. His family prefers to eat rice rather than wheat. Even 

though wheat is less expensive than rice in the market '- he would rather 
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buy a smaller amount for a given amount of money ond eat rice. With 

rice meals, he commonly eats "gur" (a type uf niOlo,,is) and chapati. 

Fish axe sometimes eaten with meals; but unly rarely ttcdu ,e fish is 

expensive. 

Concerning ration cards, he is a class "A" ration card holder. 

The last time he ieceived a ration was two years ago. He says the 

rations are still coming fromlt the cuntral governllielnt becduse every 

once in a wnile one or t'.xo tamilies in the ared aic given a ration. 

However, he i. convinced this is nothing more than a show. Since 

he and his neighburs have received no regulai issues of rations, he 

believes that the "Panchayats" ('Union Council) and the council 

chairman ke-p all the rations for themselves. 

When we inquired cbout his health and ihe health of his 

family, our informant replied that just eight days ago he has 

recovered from a severe fever which he think was typhoid. He said 

he was bedridden for a month and lost his voice entirely. His wife 

and both his daughters cume with fever and similardown symptoms. 

During this bout of illness, he sought treatment from the village 

"healer." The "healer" diagnosed his family's illness as typhoid 

and gave them medicine. 



For the service of the villige "he, 1er, " oAur informant had to
 

pay the muf 300 Teka. '['hi:c.jjurt 
 (-Ov(u( th: cost of the "healers" 

efforts und th)t: nedici .jcs(whli(h,i 11 cjme , ,turntho "!hu.ler"). Our 

infornidut did nIot have suIficient cash to py his heujlth Li] so he 

borrowed tthe 300 T1ka (ut '.O/ilnterUst ovCr juL.t ,-i , t-flhe year) 

from the same muneylender who findnces his WcdVIIJg supplies. 

Generdlly, whenever a member of the fuinily 1,c:ume.5 ill, he 

contacts the village "heler' or , homeopath who, (,,1i yVe some form 

of medicine . Our infurrmdnt says hu hu:s gone to thu huspital cjt the 

thana headquarters; but, he claims that the docto i thuie usually 

tell him they have no medicine to give (perhaps, in:irnuating they 

might have some to sell). On the other hand, the "healer" or 

homeopath, always has "medicines" to give. End of interview. 
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October 23, 1978 

Informant 4 5 

Thana: Nagarpur 

District: Tangail 

Informant: Male; Age: 25; Single. 

Both he and his father weic born in this village. His mother was 

born in another village ipproximtely two miles ,iway. Not long ago, his 

father died of a throcat jilrieiit (pjeihaps throat concur) (,t iabout the age of 

60-65 yedrs (he is uncerlainl 0t.aout his IUt(i 's aje) his mother is still 

living in the compound, but she ld,s poor"eyesight 

Other family member.s includu one bothur nd one sister. The 

brother is a Iso unmirried and live-s in the abJui compu nd. iis sister 

is married ind lives in a vilhge clos:uby. She has tour soni and one 

daughter. Although aliedy indrried fca twelv(, yer,, "he did not 

originally marry until 5he ws about 2, '. Our informant .sijd thot the 

reason his sister did not marny until "relatively late" in life was because 

of concerns about a dowry. Apparently, his mother und Lither were 

traditional-minded enough to delay thdir daughter's imirrige until they 

had acquired a sufficient amou11t of goods for d "proper" do wvry. 
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Our informant once had a second brother. This brother Joined
 

the army as an enlisted man and moved 
oway as -Ivory young nlan.
 

Following the "counter-coup " 
not long tcju, the ,Lmy ult w_,d L,-,.thu 

family that he had died of malaria . The ii my nev,.:r r,-.uL nIed tile body
 

so their is some question in the minds 
of tihet t,,mily , b.uut the tre
 

cause of death. 
 The army did, however, returr soe., of th,: brothr's
 

personal belongings. These 
included a blanket and some bedding which 

the army issued and our infoidant now . thesu.
 

Oui infoiiiiunt ho s ri(-vez been to school, lie 
saiy his -otllhrsb and 

sister also did not att(nd aly school . Both his mother and his father
 

had never had any education.
 

At one time, his father owned 5 "paki" (1 . 75) acres of land .
 Except 

for the land on which the living compound sits, most of that land was 

devoted to agriculture. His father worked the land himself and did not
 

hire agricuiural laborers. 
 L)uring his father's lifetimu, debts could not
 

always be repaid and 
some of that land had to be sold to acquire cash. 

By the time of his father's death, there was only.94 acres left. Our 

Informant therefore inherited .47 acres which is the amount of land he 

now owns. 

On his farm land, he grows rice, Ilejute and sometimes mustard. 

and his surviving brother (who also owns .47 acres) assist each other in 
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doing all the farm work themselves. They do not hite any farm workers. 

He and his brother owns a cow dnd i mitl bull (,Jso inherited from the 

deceased father). They u se these twk, ima Is oi pIouyjllilg . Sinco 

cows are not normally used tot louL(J IIIr , Aldi. Le: I IW uIh( is 6 m all,(L 

they do not rent out the animals for JtI tuj IInIJ t110 fiitlds of (Ither s. 

Last year, he jrid his blothu- Iw I(ce . Tlhcy :;old some of the 

crop, pr.iu-irilg to keep it roi he own (( msunprir hai vestWI But tile 

only lasted them for touir t hsniiinjTn,; Igl(jt mionths, they had 

to buy ricu . I'li: yUar1-, t(uiLJ(thu.. , th . twuI h uthui s hirve stLd about five 

maunds of jute. He and his brother will take this jute tu the market and 

sell it themselves (the current prc, s about 141l Tak,) per mound). 

Our inftornmnt says hu and his brother are niot planting iice this season. 

They will allow their land to remain inllow . Pailt of the reason for this is 

that the drainage system has changed due to sonic ioad construction and 

their land is now less suitbl, foi the tjrowing of lice. 

At thu start of the lust t-rowing seson, 1he and his brother boirowed 

900 Taka from a moneylendei in the iuxt village. The moneylender is 

charging them 15 Taka a month in inteiu,-,t for every 100 Taka which was 

borrowed (180% per year). They have not bo-iowucd bam this main before 

but he is well known as a source of credit in the are,, . The moneylender 

is supposed to own about 15 acres ond is anri active cattlU- trder. 



Our informant said he has trieu to (jot loans from banks at the thana 

he,dquaiis. But he says he cajnnot (It theoil buk 


bank personnl always demAnrd 


I ,ujL 1Ju1i bC(dUcbe 

Iountu'ii100kMlh-.sh. n. l 1iiL. i d a 
He Cannot afford to pdy the rl l , tlh'.-y ;I. il'tLi tile u:1,njpincj S ssul. 

We asked if our informoiw Atit hL a ,e( ii iti z(-i in thu I'st growing 

season. He replied, "rio" Ie says h: .ilJy USes Ltuitilizei when the 

land "goes bad" and plants do noL jrovw well onj it.
 

Aside from farming, our informanit 
turns to other pursuits in an
 
effort to make 
a living. Ife woiks as )n agriculturil laborer in the fields 
of others for at least two months out of a1year. Agricultural work is hard 
to find in the immediate area (probably due to the number of people wonting 
to do farm [abt) . Frequently, he must travel to distant vi lages to find
 
farm woik. 
 FPu this farm work, he cian uarn 4-5 Tk,i a duy. -;ometinms
 

he works in the fields of the "richest" 
mun in the village. 'lhs "rich"
 

man owns zjbout 35 acres 
und is the mcjor em1IplOyer- 01 ,j(JicultI11al ldbor
 
In the community. 
 Our informant said th t evn his i,,thei worked in th
 
fields of this "rich" 
 man towaid the end of his life. Oui informant added, 
however, that his father did not work ,,s a laborer in the fields of the 

"rich" man until after lhe sold sectiois of his land.
 

fe ha€s also worked Oh two "food fLi work" 
 Ptoj.cts He says he 
would like to work on L;u ol projects miro often but thu comtpetition for 

the limited number of openings is stroig. 



During any given week, our informant says he often fishes in the
 

paddy-fields, streams and other bodies ,)f wat r cM,-,.y. 'uch of the
 

fi sh" he catches fo, ; r(
small "paddy he keep:i f,0,o,- . Pr 1111 h,' C0 

fish in the puddy- fields belonyin) C)01 h(.:f:,. Lit hte i II:tI111(.CdlCnhCcau se 

with more and moje people iiving in th t -, In Iitioe ,, hi [LI S 1-1ti(l.W ii[s 

may soon no longei be permissive t ilk_' thllk , tIh' iemeW tt rIig. h 

may come when the fishing will b_ rtsticl ed t, Lhe hiiily Ofr ,gents' Of 

the family who own the land. 

We then asked our inioimrnt ibout the food he I-e s,.ys helu, 


generally eats two meals a day. lie prefer- rice sld with Lh(' rice he 

eats the "paddy-fish" he cdche:s threue or four tines- i wue-.... Only 

during festivals such as "!id--ul-Azha " does he .Li. mIwdt . Wtiun he is 

ill, he sometimes buys sugar to eat . fle hd Sn Bo rI ion Cai. 

We then inquired about our informiant's health. H c it:poits that he 

and his brother frequently expeiience stomach ind inutiu.inl disorders. 
When Illness strikes, he usually contac ts villag I"h "th, h l. The 

"healer" charges 10 Taka for his seivicu-s on each visit aid, iln ,ddition, 

the cost of the medicines. To pay the "healer", he must occsionally 

borrow money from either relatives or fron c,moneylend-t. 

At the thana headquarters , there is a "charitble0 dispensary. 

He says he has gone there before when he was ill, but he found they did 
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little for him and gave no medicines. He does not go there irymore, 

Since our ii furmant is !;tingle, we c :kud it hfw phin . to riiarry soon.
 

He answered that ht-. does 
not. ie would like t,) ('e lrried but he says 

he cannot afford to) support anothli person, ie fuel.s thLut if fie .ud d 

higher income, he could more eas'ily ticict a wifu.
 

In pijrtjng, we a':ked what 
 is ,ui lto]mnlt's greestUS ditfiCulty in life, 

He replied that it i: being required to work in the hot Sun dll the time Just 

to make a living. 

End of interview. 
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Date:, October.23, 1978 

Informant #6 

Thana: Nagarpur 

District: Tangail 

Informant: Male; Age: about 30; Married. 

He wds born in the village of his father which is about three miles 

away. His father was a farmer who owned 19 "poki" (8 1/2 acres). At 

the death of his father more than 15 years ajgu, ti i.; 1hind was divided 

equally among the surviving sons. Our informant ind his eiglt brothers 

each inherited about .9q acres. 

The years following his father's death were not jlways good ones. 

Both he and his brothers had to sell portions of their land in order to get 

cash to pay lback loans and to have money "to live on." Ile finally had 

to sell all his land in this fashion so that he became landless. Of the 

nine brothers who inherited land, five are now landless and four still 

retain some portions of the original .94 acre plots. Each of the four 

who own land now own less than .94 acres. 

This village is the plaice where his wile was born. He came 

to this villoge shoitly after his marriatge ,ind has lived here for the 

past four years or so. He lives in the compound of his wife's father. 

http:October.23


--

His only land Is the .04 acres on which he has his hut. The land 

actually belongs to his wife. 

she married at the age of ten. Our 

After her marriage, she was given the 
land by her father for a house. She is now fifteen years old. Having 

been married for five years, 

Informant and his wife have one small baby daughter. It is their first 

child. Neither he nor his wife have ever been to school. 

He works as an agricultural laborer. His wife's father and her 
brothers also live in the compound and are also agricultural laborers. 

The houses in the compound are small and crowded together on what 
was once our informant's residential land, There is not even room 

for a garden. 

Our informant reports that for one day's work in the fields he 
usually gets about 5 Taka. However, he says ie sometimes will work 

in a field for only a meal of rice. On the average, he has some form 
of work for about nine months out of a year. He cannot get work during 
the remainder of the year. He works for a variety of different people 

whoever has work to be done. Sometimes he works for the man he 

;onsiders the "richest" man in the community. This man owns about 

18 "paki" (about 21 1/2 acres) of land. Frequently, this "rich" man 
imploys men to work in his fields. But since there is great competition 

o work in these fields, our informant cannot always find work there. 
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Presently, our informant is building a new hut. He tore-down 

his old hut and is putting up the new dwelling on the same spot. To 

acquire the raw materials for this construction, he boIrowed 50 Taka 

from a local woman. He has agreed to pay hez 5 Taka for every month 

he does not repay her (120% interest pei yoii), He is jlso indebted to 

two other moneylenders. To each, he owes 100 TLki (200 Taka total). 

The interest on both loans is 5 Taka per month for each 50 Taka's
 

borrowed (10% a month).
 

Although he says he and his family have 
no health problems, he 

has recently recovered from an illness which was diagncsed as typhoid. 

For treatment, he went to a "private physician" who charged 5 Taka for 

each of three visits and then a separate amount for the prescribed
 

medicine. He owes 
money for the cost of treatment as well. 

In our informant's opinion, his greatest difficulty in life is money: 

the -lack of it and finding the means to get It. He usually eats one meal 

a day and owns only the "lungi" he is wearing. lie hus no shoes and no 

shirt. 

At this point in the interview, it became apparent that our 

informant w- s anxious to continue work on his hut. He explained 

that he had to obtain a few more items and that he wanted to finish 

the structure by nightfall. If he did not finish by nightfll, he and 

his family would have to find some other place to sleep.
 

End of interview.
 



November 28, 1978 

Informant # 7 

Thana : Snlbalaya 
District : Dacca 

Informant : Female. Age: ( "Only my father could answer this question
40)-45 yrs. as a quess. Muslim. 

When we arrived at her housing compound, she wds cleaning up the area 

before the main hut in pr';paration for sun-drying pJd'dy ( rice ). We asked 

if her husband was around weso could request his permision to enter
 

the compound 
to ask the family some questions. Se replied that her
 

husband had gone 
to the thana headquarters but ( somewhat surprisingly
 

given our experience at other compounds where 
no adult males were present) 

she said she would answer our questions. 

Upon entering the family compound, she told us she was born in this 
village, as were her brothers and sister. Her mother and father are now 

dead, but they too were born in Mohedepur. Her father was an agricultural 

laborer and owned no farm land of his own. He died when she was still 

very young. After her father's death, her mother worked as a servant in 
four or five different homes in the immediate area in order to support the 

children, two boys and two girls.,
 



Our informant's only sister is dead but her two brothers remain living. 

One brother is an agricultural laborer like his father. Th3 other brother 

Is a day laborer who works at various jobs in the nearest town. 

Seeing that I was writing duay:,,, the information she gave us, oar Informant 

wanted to know why I was writing down everything she said . We axplained 

that we are trying to learn about her way of life and that writing down what 

she says helps u.s to remember more clearly. She then ,omrmtuntud that 

writing her answers to questions c,.wn is acceptable to her. But she added 

that with writing or without writing her life doesn't change and will always 

remain the same. 

We next asked if her father left any land at his death. Snie answered that 

he left .33 acres of homestead land which the family kept for 6 to 7 years 

after his death. After that time, her brother sold the land in an effort to 

obtain cash. , She said the family needed cd3h to buy food and other 

essentials because there was not enough money coming in to support the 

family. When the cash from the land sale was depleted, she said they 

often had to borrow money ( from relatives ? ) in order to buy food. 

Our informant married when she was about 13 or 11 years old ( pre-menstrual ); 

her husband was 20. Her hu-sband is from a village approximately 4 miles 

away. When she married, she moved to the village of her husband. Her 
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:husband's father was a farmer who owned 1.26 acres of land. When her 

father-in-law died, her husband and her husba nd's brother both inherited 

equal portions of the 1.26 acres. However, they Jointly sold the land so 

that they could pay the debts their father owed to the mon2ylenders. Tnio 

balance of the money from the sale was divided between the two brothers. 

With this money and money he was able to save, our informcat's hu,-band 

acreswas able to buy .74 of land in this village. They moved to this 

land in our informant's village about 25 years ago. During those 25 years 

the labors of her husband and her eldest son have bean sufficient to allow 

them to purchase .07 additional acres ( a total of .81 acres of land owned ). 

During her married life, our informant has given birth to ten children.- eight 

boys and two girls. Only five of these children are living today. Two 

of the boys died shortly after birth -- perhaps from an "infection" she
 

suggests. Another boy died at the age of 9 from 
 "small pox" ( her disease 

label ). One of her daughters also died at the age of 9 from Cholera. The 

other daughter died at the age of 5 after suffering from a fever for 17 days. 

Of her five sons who are still living, two have married and the rest are 

youngsters. Both married sons live in the same compoand as their parents. 

The wife of one son is from a village 3 miles *i'Nay and has given birth to 

three children who are all living. The wife of the oth'r son has borne no 

children ard is from a village only one mile away. 
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With some air of Irritation , our informant reported that the wife of the 

childless son wants to move awvay from our informant's compound. 

She wdnts to ?.stablish her own homnustead. Our informant doesn't want 

this to happen because it would break-up the family. She is putting 

pressure on her son and her son's wife to remain occupants of this compound. 

Her eldest son works as a wood construction laborer and earns abol. 

Tk. 300/- a month. Her husband now has a job in a dispensdry In a 

nearby town. its salary is also Taka 300/- a month. This is the entire 

cash income of the compound at the present time (Tk. 600/- for twelve 

people per month ). 

Recently, her husband learned about the financial benefits possible from 

fish cultivation from a radio program he heard and from a representative of a 

local bank office (The Bangladesh Krishi Bank ). He said that fish 

cultivation is a way he can improve his life and the lives of his family. 

He decided to build a small fish tank on his land in order to realize 

some increased income ( the tank is now finished ). 

To build the tank, her husband borrowed Tk. 400/- from the bank ( at 12% 

interest ) and offered part of their land and th,; tank as collateral. However, 

they were only given Tk. 300/- by the bank since the balance was kept 

as a partial pre-payinent of the loans "interest". (Thero.mAy be some 

bribery or boksheesh charges involved too ). This amount proved to be 
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Insufficient to meet the costs of the earthen tacik's clju structiu-L. SO, 
her husband borrowed additionl Tk. 2000/- tf,.n a man living close-by. 

The loan arrangement with this local man Involves the use of .4 1 acres 
of their land. The man gives our Informant Tk. 2,0OU/- and takes
 

temporary possession of the 
 .41 acres of agricultural land. As part of the 
temporary possession, the man farms the land, providing all tile inputs
 

(labor, seed, fertilizer, etc. ), 
 and keeps all the harvest. Tliz man will 

keep the use of the land until the loan Is repaid. 

Our Informant and her husband have about 10 years to repay the loan. If 
they can not repay the loan, then the creditbr can take ownership of the
 
land by offering a price of the land minus the Tk. 
 2000/- loan and the
 
interest charges. 
 ( The interest charges appeared not to be determined -­
at least in the mind of our informant; if a lucrative interest rate is applied,
 
the creditor may have to pay no additional money to acquire legal ownership 

of the land ). 

To assist in the cost of building the fish tank, they have borrowed Tk.3,000/­
from a moneylender (at 120% interest). They have also sold their team 
of bullocks which they used to use to plough the agricultural land (.41 acres) 

mentioned above. For the bullocks , they received Tka 80/-. 
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Their homestead which houses 12 people and the co-,pleted fish tank 

occupies .33 acres. The family has a small garden (),,.07 acres which 

remains to them. 

our informant has a ration card. She repurt('d thalt her familyWe asked ;f 

has a class "B" ration card 1hit her husband rejuldrly iAV:, ci fotol 

week. says 2; the rationration twice a Sne 	 tha rca ,nhor hiha ­

a fl ,wli7? li.: l,:10 	 J 1.Jo,.worksregularly is that he is actually 

at a uvernment " dispensary. Stie saty's her famnily iImully cats two meals 

a day. 

When she or a member of her family becomes ill, a private physician is 

usually cuntacted . She says that her hut)Arl d0", W,,t uSe the medicines 

at the "government" dispensary. They hl ieve the aeicins there ,ara 

"no good". The physician usully charges th..:' T' . 5/- for each visit 

plus the cost of any medicines 	the physician might give them. 

While we were interviewing , her husband returned from the neigbboring 

town with a representative of the bank which luatik I them money to build 

the fish tank. The representative from the bank tl uSIhe hal come to see 

that the loan was actually used to build a F[sh tanI -MId to further assess 

the financial potential of the tank. 



The huslxund was obviously busy with th-2 visitor frzri th3 bank and 

seemed c, bit curious a: tu why uno.-cntu,.,:] .trdo.i2l. jdult imrlos were 

In his hou,. n;.j compouid talking to his vviiC. We dcpirted shortly thereafter. 
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November21, 1978 

Informant #8 

Thana Shibola
 
District . Dacca
 

Informant Male: Age : 65-70 (he thinks ) Muslim 

As we came up to the homestead compound, our informant was just return­

ing home. He agreed to talk with us a while and invited us to sit in ihe 

shade of a tree which boardered the compound. 

He told us he was born in this village. Rather, he was born in the village 

of his father which is about 1/2 mile away. His father was a farmer and 

once owned 6.48 acres of farm land . But, since the land was next to a 

river, the area was reduced to about 3.6 acres due to the erosion action 

of the river. 

His father had two wives and our informa nt said he had difficulty getting 

along with his half-brothers and his father's second wife. Because of this 

friction, he moved away from the household of his birth. He obtained employ­

ment as d permanent agricultural laborer in the fiulds of ono landowner. 

F or one and half years, he worked tor the landowner during which time he 

was given shelter, food and clothing. He received no regular scilary. When 

he left the service of the landowner, he was given two colts as dn additional 

payment for his labors. 
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He raised hoth these colts and when thay were mature he sold one of them. 

With th,-. money from the sale of the one hos<r,, he bought a horse-cart
 

in order to establish a horse-cart business 
with the horse which he still 

owned. 

The horse-cart business allowed him to save enough money to buy
 

home stead land ( but no 
farm land ) in this village. 1-e said this was
 

at a time when the horse-ca,-t earned him T< .
 2'/- a +i/ and horse feed 

was 4 Palsas a seer ( he estimates this was -At least 40 years ago). 

This all occured before the death of his father. When his father died, 

our Informant and his eight brothers each inherited .4 acres of land.
 

His father was not seriously in debt at 
 the time of the inheritance so that
 

neither he nor his brothers had 
to sell land to obtain cash. 

Our Informant married when he was about 24 years old. His wife was
 

11 years old and she is still alive. He has 
two sons and five daughters 

who are living. Even though he has seven children who are living, he 

says his wife has given birth to 13 children during their married life. 

These other six children died while they were quite young. Two of 

these now deceased children were girls. One daughter died ,)f "fever" 

at the age of three years; the other also died of "fever" at the ige of 

two years. Four sons died within the first three months of life. Our 

Informant was unsure of the cause of their death, saying only that 
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"they would not suck the breast". 

Xl his stir'viving children 2xiept one are married now. His eldet son 

married dagirl fromn a village :about a mile away. The eldest son was 

25 years old when he narried. His bride wWas 12. The younger was 

20 years old when he wed -a12 year old girl from the same village of 

the elder son's wife . The elher son has one son of his own; the younger 

son has one boy and one girl child. 

Four of our inforrmunt's five diujhters are married. One married at the age 

of 11 yeaurs and lives with her husband in a village 5 miles away. Another 

lives with her husband in a village 2 miles away and married at the age 

of 12 years . The third also married when she was 12 years old and lives 

8 miles away. Thd fourth married when shu was IJ years old and lives 

only ufne mile away. 

The fifth and youngest daughter ( about 9 or 10 years old ) still lives with 

our informant in this compound. But he says that she too is now at a 

marriageable age. In fact, he has iie,-di received .ome prop,'--als of 

marriage for his youngest daughter. However, he says he does not intend 

to gihe her away In marriage until after two more years. He , .;he will 

be old enough to have children by the time she is 14 years old. 
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Both our informant's sons continue to live in the compound of their
 

parents. The two 
 Sons now oprdte hor -- irtI buI3iness bl!guq by 
their father. They have two small horses and i . crt. Prsety, the 

horse-cart earns his sons about Ti. 20/- d jay. RLut. he saJys that this 

money must also be used to buy feed for the h,.,s, s which costs TKI .4/­

per seer. He claims that the 
two horses together eat 4 seers uf fed 

a day.
 

Our informant, however, now considers himself a farmer. He still owns 

acresthe .4 of land he inherited from his father. Last year on his land,
 

he grew paddy (rice) and wheat. The harvest yielded 5 maunds 
of paddy 

and 3 maunds of wheat. He says sometimes he uses UYV/'s on his land 

and when he does he buys and uses fertilizer. When he uses traditional 

varieties , h e does not use fertilizer. 

Currently, he also sharecrops 3 _ki (.81 acres ) of land ner the Bg_ 

system. The 3 paki of sharecropped land buon.1s to e different people. 

He reports that each person owns about 1 - Akdi (.27 acres) and that the
 

lancbwners are "poor". 
 He says that the threeo sall1-landholders can not 

cultivate the land themselves bcause they do not have bullocks, seeds 

or the financial means to d) so. 



-69­

all the seed, labor andUnder the borgaagreerient, our informant provides 

other inputs fo: the growing :.,;,di . Te own'crs provide only tha land. 

At harvest t imc , t.,u;informoit k:eeps '0% of the yield and gives the rest o 

to the land wntr- . L,;t year, ,ur informant receivl-, 4 maunds of paddy 

from the l,_.> lu iiid the thre sviall-landnwn rs each received a fraction 

of the remaining four maunds 

On the bo-r land, our informant reported that he normally does not use 

HYV's ind he Jo not use fertilizer. He plouqhs both his own land dnI 

the borja land with a cow and - bullock which he owns . Fie does not 

rent- out his cow and bullock team fur ploug hin'j tthe fields of others. 

But sometimes, he will allow a close friend to u:e the team with no cash 

charge ( there may be somc kind of informal labor exchange offered by the 

friends in return ). 

one crop a year oni this borudaland becauseNormally, he says he gets only 

it is low - lying ground. But , this year, he plans to try for two borga crops 

one mustard -and -)ne paddy. 

Our informant told us that he has been sharecropping for many years. Before, 

he used to sharecrop for other, largcr land holders. Sometimes the larger 

shareholders would take back land given to a sh,irc.,,ropljpr for sume years 

and then give the land to another farmer to shfreri. He said this 

to him before aid the last time it h'p,,o: , the Jar',n l ndholdarhappened 

told nim he was getting too old to farm and that the yield was not high 
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enough (apparently this occured Just before our Informant entered into 
the borga arrangement with the three sfrall-Jandholders
 

When asked if he 
sold any of the wheat or rice he grows on his own land 
or on the borqland, our infurmant replied that he kept all food grains 
he grows for his own consumption. Even so, he must still buy food grain 
over the course of a year. What he grows Is not enough to support his 

family.
 

At the start of a 
growing season, he says he usually borrows money from 
the Mohajans (moneylenders) in the town. He usually borrows Tk. 50/­
which he uses to buy seed (HYV) and fertilIzer for use on his own land. 
For each month he does not pay back the Tk.50/-, he must pay the money­
lender Tk. 12/- ( 288% per year). For the _ land, he does not 
generally borrow money. He saves some seed from the previous harvest 
to use for planting at the beginning of each season. 

When asked about his health, he replied that his most serious problem 
is pains in his joints ( rheumatism ? ) • For these pains, he we<irs an 
amulet or tailsman ( a rubber ring about his upper left arm ). fit- ',ys 
the amulet does not help much. But, he told us he had ilsl (Iottw, 

injections for the pain. 
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We asked him ib-jat these jinectikn -; , i,_1d :.td that Une day his youngest
 

daughter fwm, twI, full y:i j ulj , tl _,ro.ads.. ide. fie took the syringes
 

to ci "Cl't)'"to V 1 rhith.,t ; c..,l
told t tILn th'. ;y'i -I ta ified medicine J(joad for
 

his poins. The doctor gave, him icCt(,ioni ,,' fro the two syringes his
 

daughter fuun.: ind Lh- cnar:J him Tk . I,/- for each injection. The
 

pdills are still btherinl l 1.
 

One of his q/ani s ns liviii j ini this compound ha-s "bltud dysentry" ')
 

He took h'.:' pti(.:sn to physician who charged Kl, 5/- for the
Ill; A privute 

visit and ,, ii hil is-,, rem.dicine ( capsules and tablets ) for the child. 

After taking some of the mvdicine, he says the conditlun of his grandson 

is improving. 

We then asked our informant what he thoujht his greatest difficulty In life 

was. He answered that it i y(jtting ernough foo)d for his f-muly. With such 

a reply, we ashLed lm how rniny mu,ls a he cat. Ieuday dos replied, usually 

three . Nizam then (llCom am..lnted Lo our inforum nlt th t .. muust h:.? (Loillg well 

to eat three times u day. Our informant objected thit this cortainly was not 

the case; besides , he said that io ch of the thi .el.leI ima a diy are 

usually only hialf-muals beijcause of their o ,.ji.i q uaintity. 

When asked if he has a maitton card, he sd 1( no. I1b. u:;,ed to have a class B 

ration card when Bangladsh was still palt to'f Pl i:ian; but not now. 
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He says that meat and milk are too expivrsivt, to buy, SO that he rarely 

eats them. 

Both he and his two sons fish in the piddy tields ani:t in th, marshy land. 

He says they can fish on farm ala-i th-y d not owvn. All the fish they 

catch they usually consume th mse!ves. R-arely, if ever, (N) they sell 

fish. 

At this point in the interview, our informant s:iid th it he wds tired. So, 

we ended our conversation. One of our informant's Sons escoited us back 

to the road. 


