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Introduction

The USALD mission to Bangladesh has long been int'erestcd‘in‘ ;
gathering informution about poverty, particularly in the rural arcas
of the country., To date, the poverty data, which the mission has
collected and used, have been heavily macro-oriented and prima‘rily
quantitative in nature, |

Macro-level, quantified data do offer descriptions of a nation
but at the cost of being at relatively high levels of abstraction, Such
levels of abstraction run the risk of generalizing beyond the ability to
characterize any one region, These data have a px'un;)LIncTC(l difficulty
in describing the characteristics of poverty at the village or family
level, Macro-level, quantificd data do offer a great deal of breadth
on any one item of interest (such as how much land a person owns),
But, they do not provide much depth of understanding of poverty as a
life-style,

Therefore, it was decided early in the fall of 1978 to begin a
series of case studies of families that fall below recognized national
standards of poverty in Bangladesh, According to the plan, these case
studics will offer information which can supplement and complement
the macro, quantitative information already available. The case studies
approach rural poverty in a holistic fashion, They strive to collect daﬁ
about a variety of factors which contribute to and characterize poverty

at the individual family level, By applying an informal interview



. .
kvmle',thodology to such an approach, the caée studies try to achieve a
ihoré “"humanistic! view of poverty., They also attempt to dcscribc;
some aspects of poverty from the perspertivc of the poor themselves,
The mformcmts have s0 far bflen selected more or less rangl_d_mly
from amon;, farmhes who own tw0 acres of farm land or less, ! |
There has also been a preference for fam les which dc'?cive'a‘t'least '
sbrhe income from agriculture, Informa.nts arc selec'tcd both from
Villages adjacent to main roads leading to rural towns and from villages
with no regular road closeby.
It must be remembercd, however, that the interviewing is not yoet
complcete and there are more case studies to come, Ccrtdinly, there
are severe difficulties in trying to generalize about the characteristics
6! rural poverty from the few case studies which have been completed,.
| "Not the least of the difficulties is the fact that rural Bangladesh is not:.
a homegencous socio-economic unit, From region to regiqn, diIfer\Cn“(;L‘t\:;é;:
- exist in language, land-holding patterns, economic orientationg aud
socio-political circumstances. Nevertheless, some »pat‘te‘ri.ls.éli'»é ' 3
vsuggested by the initial findings., | |
| These patterns are presented generally in the narfa’ﬁve below.
‘AAt the end of the narrative is an appendix which includes séveral trans-

cripts of actual interviews. The narrative is not meant to be read in

1 According to the statistics gathered by Jannuzi and Peach (1977: xxi),
people in this landholding category represent about 78% ol the rural
households,
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isolation and it is highly recommended that the appendix be read to
obtain a mo.e complete impression of the data generated by the case
studivs,

IL.and and Landlessness

In a predominantly agricult.ural society, the issuc of land and }ahd,
ownership naturally acquires a certain degree of importance, Mo‘s‘t '
informants view land as a means of obtaining some level of c‘éo;;omic
security, Land on which to build a house (homestead land) is considered
to be one of the basic essentials for survival, Farmldnd allows a family
to produce at least some of the food it requires, ‘

F’arrrilan'd also represcnts a credit potential because, with it as
collateral, even a poor man can bcrrow money. In times of great
economic duress, a family can always sell farm land to obtain enough
cash to survive a bit longer, As such, the farm land acts as a "last-
ditch'" money reserve for a poor family,

A socio-religious status is also obtained from owning farmland,
According to Thorp (1978 : 21-38), huving land to cultivate fulfills an
early Islamic covenant between Allah and Adam. A man who owns farm-
land in any amount thus achicves o« more pious religious status and travels
a bit further down one road to heaven., Owning land also gives an indivi-

dual a greater legitimacy and authority for having a voice in village affairs,
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With farrnl‘ami, an individual obtains control over the production
process on at least the land he owns, This control involves the ability
to make decisions about: croups, planting, ploughing, iuvrm labor, cte,
(see also Thorp Y78 : 21-38), Those witlmu£ land arc dependent upon
the decisions of others and thereby lose a certain amount oi ontrol
over lifc in an agricultural society,

From the interviews to date, itis quite clear that individuals
owning farmland of up to two acres consider themsclves poor,
Similarly, as the amount of farmland owned gets smaller and smaller
below the two acres, the constraints of poverty are gcn‘erully more
severally felt,

Informants who owned no farmiland usually believe their economic
~and social positions in their respective communities to be the poorcst,
From discussions about how landless informants became landless, it
appears that there is a trend toward increasing landlessness among the
poor, This trend seems to be characterized by at least four factors,

One is the Islamic system of inheritance. According to tradition,
‘at a man's death cach of his living sons will receive an cqual share of
his land. His wife and daughters can also receive portions of the land

(although the portions inherited by daughters are frequently smaller than

those inherited by sons), Thus, upon death, a man's land is subdivided

into smallcer units of owned land,



A sccond and related factor is the family size of rural

' houéeholds. Such households comimonly include from four to
eight children who reach adulthood. Coupled with the Islamic
inheritance systen, the larpge family size tends to promote

land fragmentation whicli can quickly reach the point of functional
landlessness, In familics with a smaller amount of land to begin
with (say less than five acres), this condition easily occurs after
only one guneration, ‘

The recurring need for poorer families to borrow money is a
third factor, Puor people borrow money for a variety of rcasons,
Two commcen ones are for agricultural inputs at the beginning of a-
growing season and for health care expenses when a member of the
family becomes ill, Frequently, the poor turn to the moneylender
for loans, The usual terms for such loans include extremely high
interest rates which range anywhere from 50% to 200% per year,
When a poor farmer is unable to pay-back these loans, the only
recourse left is to sell all or part of his land to obtain the necessary
cash,

The fourth and last factor, which will be mentioned here,
is the high demand among people,with some mcans, to acquire land

or additional land, Under these¢ circumstances, a small farmer who

rarely has much of an econuomic surplus is ofte» under pressure to
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sell his land, It is not uncommon for an individual desiring to
acquire more land to take advantage of the cconomic difficulties
of a small land-holder, Sometimes arrangements whiclh would
offer less than a market value are extended to the srali land-
holder, Therefore, the pressure to sell land can be cloaked in
subterfuge and schemes to lower the price of the land, ( Sce

the transcript of informant number 2 in the Appendix),

Agricultural Production and Employment

Agricultural production and agricultural employmuent
are often cited as elements which influence the ¢cconomic well-
being of the small-scale farmer, Accordingly, informants are
‘aéked about the crops which they grow and generally about income

derived from agriculture,

The lendowners interviewed thus far rarely produce
any food-grain surplus for sale in the market place, Most poor
farmers keep ' food-grains fer consumption in their own
household. In addition, these same individuals report that
their entire food-grain crop is usually insufficient to meet
their family's food nceds over the course of a year. They,

therefore, must also purchase food-grain from the market,



For the poorer f.‘jl rmers, “some of the cash used to b\}y»trge aadqi-
tional grain can be obtained from gro\;'ing cash cropé .Suic‘liuyasajgkte:"
or mustard  Bul roany must sell their lab)m‘r as a means’_.jtcz) dcqmrc
cash. The landless are forced to depend ent‘ircly thp‘on the sale of
their labor to have cash to buy food. |

Both 111(; small land-—huldér and the landless seek employment
as agricultural laborers, However, finding work in the ficlds of others
is not always an ecasy accumplishment, One reason for this is that
there arce many people looking for agricultural labor work. In fact,.
there are pencrally more people looking for wo rk than there arc |
jobs. A stift competition for agricultural work results, Informants
rcpoﬂ thuy are unable to work as much as they would like. Some
must contact larger landowners well in advance of planting or harvest-
ing time in an effort to secure work, Even so, informants tell bltn.erly
about how a job which was available from a landowncr one year maf:

be witheld and given to another the next.



’C:\’tll'xer.Sources of employment ave ’in non-farm work, For gsxamplé;
:"E‘ex_yd'mé'lyandless and small landholders scek casual daily litbm; i.n' ri;rﬁl_ }
""_toWns.' Anothc:r method for augmenting one's.farm income is to utfliél
-i‘é.ftisan skills :  fish can be caught for sale, or baskets amcl'c]oth

wbven. Whatever the source, it is striking that most of the poorer
'rural informants can not afford to rely solely upun thcnr own fazm !
inzome,

"Marriage and Reproduction

Marriages are usually arranged by representatives of hoth the
"~ bride's aﬁd the groom's families. Compared with morc wealthy rural
families, the poor tend to make arrangements for a marriage at earlier
ages. This is particularly true for poor women who are often given in
‘marriage before reaching puberty, Apart from an early marriage
‘tradition one reason for pre-puberty marriages for women may be
. lébor consgiderations on the part of the families, For example a young,)
~ girl entering into a man's household not only lends prestige as a. new o
: bnde but represents an additional source of labor for the househbld.“""
Sometimes, a family may offer their young daughter in marriagé ‘thhv |
the agreement that the groom will come to live with the bnde s fanuly.’
He will then contribute his labor to the welfare of the bride's household.
To date, virtually all of the married informants have spouses who

are from villages not far from their home community, Consequently,
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~ties with both affinal (n-laws)and consanquinal (blood) kin arc quite
strong, 1f either spouse has a gricvance or a complaint aboul the
marriage, t;li'ey can easily contact their respective kin for mxppo‘rt.:i
During their married life, women gencraly give birth Lo
several children (ten or fifteen‘is not uncommon), | The ‘illC_i(‘inr;Cu of
¢hild nlo:talify, however, is perceived as being high, The |'ef;‘;l"é','
poor parents view giving birth to several children as‘a gobd prccéuQ o
tion against the ravages of death, There scems to be a common beliof
that in order to have at least one child alive by the time one reaches.
old-age, one must have more than one child.
Informants commonly attribuie the frequency and total number
of births a person has to supernatural determination (to Allah, 1f Muslim
and to the gods, if Hindr). Several state spccifically that the frequency
of births is not to be tampered with by the land of mortal man, Simi=
larly, informants do not appear to think that several children represent
a significantly larger economic burden than a few children, In accoyr‘drahéé
with these views, knowledge about contraception and the usc of contra- |
ceptive devices are extremely low. The motivation to change tlie cxi‘s’t-w '
ing patterns is also low. |

Hecealth and Education

In any onc poor family, the incidence of illness scems to be relative-
ly high. Most informants complain about frequent "fevers' and gastroin-

testinal maladies., Commonly, any one informant has cxperienced at
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t sne major illness in his or her family, -  Some informants recall

several 'yl‘naj‘or illnesses in their fé.miiy.
2 Accompanying the occuranvces of both ma‘jox’*‘ ;nd mibnbr illnésses
‘ia* an active concern about health generally, This éonce;‘n influences
informants to take actions against ill-health, When illness strikes, the
most frequent source of health care contacted by the poor appears to. be
thé village healer, Such village healers offer a variety of skills and
- medicines (including Western drugs), However, these healers scem to
: ’have no standard form of training--ranging anywhere from an apprentice-
‘ahip with another healer to once having worked as a servant for a physi=-
| cian, Healers often embark upon other money~-making enterprises in ther ,
villbge besides health-care, Most healers are relatively poor themselves .
aﬁd have much in common with their poor patients--both socially and :
economically, |

A secondary source of health care for the poor seems to be the
private physician, These medical people concentrate the majority of their
income~producing activities in health care, They have had at least some
formal medical schooling and usually live in rural towns, This means that
théir poor patients {or a member of the poor patient's family) must travel
to the -own to receirve treatment and medicines, Both the private physician

and the village healer charge a fee for their services,

2 Anillness is considered major or serious in this instance if the illness
debilitates an individual for a long period of time or if the illness is fatal,
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Among the informants interviewed so :far, none regularlly" |
utilize iﬁstitution#l health cz#ré services, Such .nstitutional
health care facilities include government health clinics and the
"free' charitable wards of hospitals, One of the i’eaﬂOxxs informa....
mention for not atilizing institutional health care is that they feel
‘the health care is ineffective, Those who have tried it say that‘.yt‘hey' :
medicines given did not help them with their problem and were ""W‘eé_k”.
Some informants have also cxperienced corruption at -
institutional health centers. These instances of cor‘ruption are
usually characterized by health center employees demanding high
cash payments from the patients before providing the "free!
health care the institution advertises, The amounts of inoney
asked for are extremely high when compared to the cash resources: N
of the poor or even when compared to the cost of health care from
private physicians or healers.
Unfortunately, some sorts of health care (such as s‘urge.r‘y.
or specialist care) are often only available at the institutional
centers. Some pcor are therefore denied such services hecause
of the corruption, One informant blagned the fact that his son
is now a cripple on his inability to pay the bribery fees a‘t'a_local
"charitable' hospital, Even among those informants who have ﬁot |
personally cxpf:ricnceg/,'orrupt.ion at a health institution, thcre are

suspicions about whether such health centers generally attempt to

exploit the poor,
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Whatevr.r type of heau:n care 1s sought, the cust uf

«kf‘vhc.alth care 1s always lu;,h im the poor faxmly. Instanccs

'E'of"illr;ess usually reqmre ‘the family to borrow rﬁcm.y m“ |
,‘o?der to pay for the health servxces obtained and’ fbr médicmes.
éommonly, the first source for thesc loans is a relatVi\\(g“.”‘_ -
'I;Iowever, if the illness sprends to other members”‘qftl'u;”‘furunilvky‘
or lasts a relatively long time, then monay mustsomellmesbe
borrowed from a moneylender, |

Coinciding with the health status of the puor, ‘the l.uvel';’f‘
<;f educational attainment is also generally quite low, Some
vin;formants frankly believe education to be cémpletely beyond
tl‘i"e;ir i‘néans and an exorbitant luxury for their children, One
rédson for this belief is that education is expensive in that it '
dvemands some cash outlay for supplies and for tution (after the :
~h11d has reached a certain grade), Education is also "expensive
;é;:ause it removes the child from the subsistence activities of
he houschold, In many poor households, the contribution of
:hildren to subsistence is considred to be significant,

For example, children (especially older girls) oftcn
- take care of their younger siblings so that their mother can :

devote her time and labor to such things as grain processing,
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Children (particularly boys) also directly contribute to the household's
.food supply by fSishing in the rice ficlds, ‘Ihe feraging for cooking (ucl
and the cuiting of fodder (fur sale or for consumption) arce olher jobs
performed by children,

Thevefore, the luss of children to schooling can represent a
rather sizable cconomic burden,  The length of tiime during which girls
wouwld be potentially available for schooling is also shortened hy their
becoming cligible for marvriage after the age of ten,

Formal and [ntovinal Econunues

When considering cconomace functions of poverty in Bangladesh,
there b @ very provalent tendency by agencies and analysts to con-
centrate solely on formal economic indicators, This is particularly
evident in the promiaence attributed to cash, cash flow and cash reserves,
However, the casce studies sugaest that there is a significant amount
of informal cconomic activities among the poor,

Intervicwing and obscrvation show that the poor can oblain resources
and services without cash, For example, once informant reports that he
15 able to bave his field ploughed by a person wich a bullock team and a
plough in exchange for some lubor in the ficlds of the plough-owner Cash
is not a part of this cxchange of servvices; but, cach party acquires an
economic bonefit,

Anocther cxanple of Goantormal econvnnc cachange s the patiern

of abscntee animal ownuership. In these instances, a poor houschold

agrees to tend and care for o number of animals belonging usually to a
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larger-scale farmer, The animals are brought to the houschold of the
tending family where they are caved for over g pro-determined length
of time (generally until the animals reach maturity o1 until they
reproduce).  After the agreed Hpolt e period, the anbimals are
returnced to the owner and the tending houschold iv given one o more
young animals for their services,

One informant once worked in the ficlds sl o small Tandowner in
exchange, at least initially, for a subsistence Living, The landowner
gave the man lodging, food and clothing for his labor, At the end of
more than a year in this relationship, the man decided .(o lcave the
service of the landowner and was glven two young horses as an addie
tional reward for his labor,

Besides, the informal economic system ol payment {or labor and
services, there is also appare ntly a tradition of non-cash Lrading which
16 quite active, Essentially a system of barter, poods are vxchanged for
other goods without cash entering into the transaction, Such non-cash
trading can occur at one of the formal ma rket places, between subsistence
farmer and full~time merchant, Non-cash trading may take place in the
country-side between farmers as well; but additional investigation is needed
to verify this practice more thoroughly,

Nevertheless, the presence of informal veonomic aclivities is strong

enough to suggest that any cconomic appraisal of the rural poor is incomplete
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without some attempt to measure the informal economy. That the rural
poor follow, ut least in part, informal economic practices seriously

absolute
questions the reliability of any cash income figures as an/indicator of
economic status in rural aveas,

Oricntation aund World View

An attempt in the case studies is made to gather some information
about how the poor perceive the circumstances of their life, When
asked directly what do they think is their greatest difficulty in life, in-
formants usually reply it is obtaining enough fuood for their family,
Clearly, they feel that it is a struggle to subsist ad(equ;xt.ely and sub-
sistence requires constant effort,

in addition to the struggle to subsist, there is a realization among
the poor that they are basically powerless, DBecausce of their powers
lessness, many informants rccognize that they can be, and often are,
exploited by those with power and resources, Furthcrmore, all infor-
mants are aware that: they are victims of corruption of onc form or
another; they can be easily pressured into voting for an elite family in
local clections; their jobs are precarious and employment is subject to
the whim of the economic elite; and, that they are largely excluded from-
local decision-making. |

This awarcness produces some bi»ttexv'ncss.ﬁ ‘But'," 1talsohe]ps to

{foster among the poor a fatalism toward their lot inlife,  Part of th‘i:é



C16a

fétalism is an undcxv'ltyi’ng belicf that it is futile to try tu change their
circumstances, Thus, one informant said, | "Evc‘n‘Allah doces not
love the poor''-~ implying that requests for supernatural assistance |
in improving the life of the poor bring no results,
When the prospect of a government program intervening toi
help improve their life is suggested, the informants openly scoff
bitterly at such an idea, They consider government action on their
“behalf as a fanciful, highly improbably possibility -- an action they
believe never to have occured in the past,
To the poor, the govermnent Fepresents an unknown entity, 1t
is a very distant, high status organization with positions held by members
of the elite. They know the government confers an awesome power and
authority upon its representatives, Many informants believe that
government action and programs are primarily for the local elite and
exclude poor people. As an overall entity, the governmcnt is. som‘ewhal;v
feared because it is noi: understood and because of its pd\&cr. | |
Bencath the fatalism and the futility, all the poo‘r'ix‘lf(.n"r‘nantsv exvg‘d’é
a quiet pride in being able to survive and produce a family in the:‘ lfaéé of ‘
such adversity, Despite complaining about their circumstvahce. a‘nd‘"th"e - |
_difficulties they encounter, the informants persist.  With this ;;er'sisl;ailce |

comes and individual recognition of accomplishment,



Summary

The narrative above discussces some of the patterns of rarval
poverty which are supgested by the fivst series of interviews,  As
such, it is agencralized and prolinnary analysis of the data collected
to date., The transeripts of the 1nterviews theinselves gncluded in
the appendix) represcat the uegor budy of data upon which the analysis
is based, Supplementing the information from the intetviews are the
obscrvations made in the ficld while conducting the tnterviews,

The currvent data bas e is incomplete; but, the case studies are
continuing, During the upcoming months, the interview schedule
will be expanded to 1nclude farmers with farm land of nu.n"v'c than two
acers, It will also include rural fumilics which dervive the majority
of their livelihood froin other than agricultural sources, When more

data are in, anore complete analysis will be possible,
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APPENDIX :

Transcripts of the First Series
of Intervicws



— 0~
Qct. 19,1978

Informant #1

Thana: Tangail

District: Dacca

Infclma.nt:‘ male, age, 53 yrs. He is a Hindu with ten vears of education.

He w;as bom in Shinhuragi, the village in which he lives. His
father was alsu born here. He says that his family has lived in this
villag.é'fof ‘the last 7 genorations. He has one brother and two sisters .
His‘bro'therb also lives in this village. One of his sisters is married and
lives in the village. His other sister is married and lives in another
village.

His father owned .38 acres of land for farming. Upon his father's
death, he and his brother both inhereted half of the farm land (.19 acres
each). He also inherqted his father's house in which he now lives. He
says that the house has needed repair for the last two years but he does
not have enough money to repair it. When asked what was wrong, with
the house, he replied that the roof frame has 1otted away and has broken "
He fears that the roof is slipping . A He also says that the tence which
shields his compound from the eyes of strangers (hon-relatives) is

falling down.



On the land he inhex it(—,d from kis father, he used w érow _céne -
and reeds. From these, he and his wife would weave "Patfi" (mats)
for saele. People buy these mats for sittmg or sleeping on, Hu no
longer grows his own cane ond reeds, however. This is bﬁzcuusa he
no longer cwns any farm land.

When asked what happened to his land, he 5.:1i('i he was forced
to sell his land during the 1974 famine. He needed money to asugment
his income because the price of rice went from 3 Taka g scer o 10
Taka a seer. He had to have more money than he was cariing to
keep teeding his family. He felt the only way he could get extra
money was to sell his land. When azskéd to‘whom he sold his land,
he answered that he sold his .19 élg:xess to his brother for 2,000 Taka
who still owns the land, He nvow must buy the cane and recd he uses
to make the patti and he says the priéé for the raw materials for making
Patti is increasing., This makes thé economics of Patti-making harder
for him and hic family,

He hes three living children, two sons and one daughter, He
also had two other daughters who are now dead. Cne of these died
at the oge ol two yeers, apparently from small pox. The other died
at 18 years of cholera. At the death of the older daughter, she had

clready been married for 5 years (having married ot the age of 13).



;_Bjeffu.e tms aaughter died, she gave birth to a son. This child (a
Vg’;randson of the informant) also dieq after living for 6 monttls . The
grandfather said the child just seem to "dry-up* vto,skin and béné
(perhaps a victim of malnutrition) . |

This man has two othe; grandsons who afe the children of his
eldest son (the only one of his tweo suns who is married). The elder
son had eight years of schooling and the Yo 'nger, nine years of
schooling. The informant's only living daughter has nevelr ‘been to
school.

When asked about the education ot his children, he says that-
{Z;Jedu“c‘ation is a "good thing" but that he is a poor man and educanon
"k"i;}costs money. Up to grade 5, education is free, but after that, there '
,.i:s atuition. The tuition is: 7 taka per month per student for grad'e‘ 6,
8 taka per month per student for grade 7, and, 9 taku per month per
student for grade 8. As the grades go higher, the costs also 1ncreése.

Both of his sons are Patti-makers like him now. He told us
that one of his son's (presumably the younger one) wanted to keep
going to school to learn a "profession". But, he said he could not
afford additional schooling and the boy alreudy knew much about

making "Patti".
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He says that in making Patti his wife does the weaving while he
works on preparing the reeds into soft strips which are weavable. His
wife has helped him with this work since they were mairied. He was
18 when he married, his wife was 13. But, he feels it i: harder now
to make a living since he had to sell his land. Having to buy the cane
1nstead of growing it drives up the cost of producing the finished mats.

He sells the finished mats to a wholesaler who comes from the
market to buy his product. The price he receives for the mats range
from 20-30 taka each. At the market, he says the price will be about
5 taka more. He estimates that he eams anywhere from 5 to 7 taka
a day from the making of "Patti" .

Related to his income, he considers his greatest problem in
- life is getting enough food for his family. He says this even though
he says he usually eats three times a day. When asked if three meals
a day is not enough, he says that only one of thesc meals Is rice, the
other two are wheat meals. Due to poverty, he cats wheat., If he could
afford it, he would rather have all rice meals. (He apparently considers
rice to be "food" whereas what is just a substitute filler which gets him
by until his next meal of rice). He says he rarely eats fish or meat.

While on the subject of food: we asked if he has a ration card.

He replied yes he holds an "A" category ration card, but for the past
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"Sf_,a‘éx:,:’h’e has received no rations. We asked to see his'ratio'n card and
‘k'i't'showed that the last time he received a ration was ]ariu.ary 21, 1977.
At“that time, he got about one or oue and a half seers for eéch member
of his family. The card also showed that he has receijved rations a
total of twenty-one times since 1972.
Other "A" ration card holders in the village experienc.ed the

same infrequency for the distribution of rations. Those listening to

our informant tell his story about the rations commented that the "C"
‘ation card holders must be getting the rations becausc they have

Snough money to bribe the distributors to give them the rations. This
srompted a good deal of sarcastic joking about the cards and the rations. |
- Our informant concluded by noting that his "moth-~eaten" card is |
vpr‘ovviding food for the insects but it obtains no food for himkor his
- family.
We closed our conversation by asking him about his general
- health. He said that he and his family frequently suffer from fevers,
"cblds, and "stomach problems." When he or any member of his family
is sick he usually contacts the self-appointed village “"healer” (who
; ongie worked for a doctor). This "heéler" makes a diagnosis and offers

medicines, all for a price. Should he have to borrow money for this



fee, he says he would normally seek a loan from hisv relative$ .
Ourx informant said he does not go to the clinics or the hospital
at the Thana headquarters. When asked about family planning,
he said that the number of children a man should have 1s the
wish of the gods, it is not a matter left to the hand of man.

On this note, we ended our interview.
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- Thana: Tangail
District:Tangail

Informant: Male. Age: Unknown (about 50555 asaquess)

Religion: Moslem. Married.

He says he is an agricultural laborer who has lived in this village
’for about 22 years. But, he was not born here. He was born in "Aita " ‘»
his father's village, which is about one and a half miles away, His.w |
father had a small biece of farm land and was a minor civil servant
who worked in the local revenue office. He owns a small house which
rests on .17 acres of land. Closeby his house,“ he has a small vegetable
~ garden. He owns no farm land. |
- The land he now owns he bought for 700 taka, ne chd not inherit it,
= He said he did inherit ,45 acres of land from his fathei*ﬁttt was forced
' "to sell the land long ago when he was young. When GSkbd .why he was
. f‘forced to sell the land, he answered that it all came about shortly afte'r; 5
.his father's death and involved a "ihgtpur" (1n~f1>g:1ent1al man of status and '

- means) in his father's village.

s

Following his father's death .he went to work i the fields of the
- ” //t

"matbur. " Soon, he learned that another man had ldld cluun to the land
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he had mherited from his father, saying that it really belonged to him
and that the informart's father hod no authority to will the land to his
son. Gur mtormant then became wotiied and upset so (1ollowing the
traditional method for settling disputes in the village), ho wont to
the "matbur” for hely..

Upon hearing the case submitled by cur informant, the “mat
sugoested thut he would buy the land for 200 Taka. He told our
mformant that since he was a "matbw * the other claimant for the
land would never be cble to win his case. The other cloimant was
not @ "matbur™ and therefore statuslese and without significant
economic resources in comparison. The powerful members of the
community would surely honor the "Matbur's" purchase. The "Matbur®
then teld our informant that he could come back to him in two yedrs
(after the issue of the land was forgotien) and he would sell our
informant back his land for the same, very low 200 Taka price,

But upon retumning after two vears, our informant found that
the Mg was not willing to sell back the land. Our informant
then went to other large landowx'xcm_in the village to ask for their |
assistance in retwning his land. ‘Whun ithese people investigated
the matter, the "Matbur" said the! he had already given the tand in
question to one of his sons and that his son did not want to give it up,

Therefore, out of regard for his son he could not sell it back.
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During the investigation at this time, our informant learned
1n&nnmthn1wﬂﬂchxnakes}un1suspectthatthu "Matbur" wunted his
land even before his father died. He also believe that the: “Matbur®
arranged to have another man make a talse claim on his land s0 that
B he would be forced into asking the "Mautbur" for hedp,

After he realized his land was hopelessly lost, he moved
ébout from one place to another, selling his labor in the fields.,
Eventually, he came to the areu of this village where he settled
down and married. He married when he was about 20 years old.

At that time, his wife was 14. He has three children who aro living:
two sons and a daughter. His two sons are also agricultural labo_x'exs.
One son is about 21 years old, the other is about 15. Tho daughter is
married and lives in the neighboring village .

His wife has given birth to five other children (8 in all), out,
these have all died. One, a son, died when he was approxi’mately
20 years old. He died from an infection (tetanus?) which ariginated
as a boil on his chest. A daughter died at the age of ten when she
became sick with high fevers and then chills (probably malaria) . 'I‘wo |
other daughters died shortly after birtil with the same symptoms of
fever and changing to a Strange color of blue (perhaps umbilacle cord
tetanus). The fifth child was born prematurely in the eight month and

died at birth.
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We asked 1if any of his children had been to scho:ol.l ‘He ,‘answ;ex'ed
no and that he also had no schooling and could not read or write, We :
then ashed what was his greatest dit’t’i&:ulty in life. He replied that it
is his health. He has been sufltering the past few yeuars {rom asth‘xﬁa.
He says he also frequently experiences fevers. His heallh tells him he
should stop working but he feels he must keep on working to help cim
a livelihood tor his family. When wortking in the ficlds, he says his
asthma makes him work slowly and that sometimes he must stop because
his breath is too short.

Once he went to the Thana charitable hospital to seek treatment,
the staff there gave him some medicine which did little to muke him
feel better. So, he went back and saw a doctor. The doctor told him
he was seriously ill and should have treatment at the hospital. When
our informant agreed to the treatment, the doctor told him he would have
to pay 200 Taka just to be admitted. When our informant said he did not
have that kind of money, the doctor made it clear ihat without the
payment, there could be no treatment at the "charitable" hospital.

Qur informant said that he and the other residents beliave that
the hospital is :mlyb a bribery businf;ss for doctors and generally do
not go. He says that when he has fevers he simply rests and consults

no-one (his wife also apparently has a goiter) .
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A.heighbor of our informant who was listening to the story about
| ffie incident at the "charitable" hospital voluntecrad one of his own.
ﬁeb sald his son had an accident and broke his leg. He took his son
to t}.le Tangail hospital for treatment. The doctors there told him thay
had no supplies or instrunients so they could do nothing, but, if he
_(:ould pay them 250 Taka, the doctors would arrange for treatment.

k Our informant's neighbor told them that by selling his belongings
vhe might be able to give them 50 Tuka. The doctors told him this wus
too small a sum and that they could do nothing for that amount. Angry
and disgusted, the man took his injured son back to the village where
he was treated with whatever traditional medical knowledye they
possessed.

The neighbor says his son survived but that the boy is now
lame and will be a cripple for the rest of his life. He added that he
almost wishes his son had died in the accident because now he cannot
lead a productive life. He will not be able to work in the ficlds but
still, he will have to eat. Our informant nodded in sympathetic
- agreement to his neighbor's feelings.
| We then asked our informant‘al.)out his work. He told us he
. WOrks in the tields of several different landowners ploughing, planting,

weeding and harvesting. He works with rice, jute or any other crop



which is grown in the area. His pay s anywhere from 2.50 10 5.00
Taka per day. The pay is deternuned by the landowner, When asked
if he cverl asked for higher wages, he veplicd that T s otiaing to ask
for more pay - besides, he said, what landownery wonld serioucly
listen to his regquest.

He does not work all the time because he cannot always find a
job to do in someone's helds. He estimates that he has waork about
18 days a month, although he would like to wock more often. Lven
during harvesting and planting time, he says he cannot get tull-time
work and that the longest job in anyone field is 3 or 4 days.

Because there are more people who want to wuik in the tields
than therc is woik to do, there is a stiff competition for the work
which 15 available. IHe has often lost opportunity to work because he
learned about the upcoming jobs too late. In these instances, when
he goes to talk with the landowner to offer his services, he linds others
have already mude arrangements to do the work even though the work is
to begin at some time in the future,

He says he must go to the landowners early to make appointments
to work in their fields. Then it he docsn't accept the pay which is
offercd or agree to do what the landowner wants, the landowner will

simply ofter the work to someonce elsc.
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Related to the frequency of hiy work,is the amount o1 o ol which
is available in our mformants househol), Altheugh L o | SO poo]
their collective CAMUNGS LG Suport the houschold, he Syt about
one day o week there is no toGd to cat.  (I'he day we nter aewed him,
his wife said there was no food to cook). Usuilly, he Says he euts
two meals a day: one rice meal and one wheat meal . sometimes, there
is only enouyh for one meal.

We asked him more ahout his relationship with the landowners
in the village. He said that during planting and harvest SC¢ason when
landowners need workers, then he has good relations with them., At
other times of the yvear however, he says they do not cver want him
close to their housecs.

Another time when landowners are friendly is before vlections
when they are asking for the vote ot the workers ., Upon heanmyg this,
one of our informant's neighbor complained that the landowners e not
S0 congenial even ot election time because the Fandowners tell them
who to vote for . This neighbor feels he has no choice 1n voting in
the local clectiong because he fears that 1f he does 1ot vote as
Instiucted, his home may be bumed‘or members of hjs tamily beaten.

Besides, he says the landowners are the ones who otfe him waork,
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We then inquired if our intormant had a ration card. He replied
he had ¢ class "A" catuegory raetion card but that he had rot received
any ration o over @ year. In the provious year, he was given only
one ration. Two veers ago, he remembers receiving llua-‘(: Or 1oul
rations oi wheat (Cach Gbout 3 to § seers).

When asked why he had net received any rations tor over a
year, he s.ggested that the rationsare for the wealthy (people with
influcnce) not for the pour (people without the means Lo amfluence),
About & yeor ago, his caid and the cards of his neighbors were taken
by the distributors. The distributors told the villagers they were taking
the cards because new ones were going to be issued as areplucement
for the old cards. They said the new cards would be yiven to the
villagers in a short time., But, our informant and his neighbors have
heard nothing of eny new cards since then. (It is possible that the
distributors are now kecping the rations meant for these villagers
while recording on their cards that they have received the rations
due to them).

While sitting in our informant's small hut, we noted that there
was a card on the wall and asked to Se(‘: it. It wae o lamily planning
worker visitation card which records the number and trequency of visits.,

We then asked our informant what the card was. He answered that he



was not sure but that he was required by the "government” to keep it
and show it upon demand to people who sometimes come 1o the village,
He says that people stamp the card whon they come .

When asked if these visitors who ask to sec the card cver give
them contraceptives, he replicd no and said that they varely stay long
and say very little when they are at his house. (He aupparently associates
the family planning card with some sort of inystical official function but is
unawar. of any connection with family planning). We askod it he has ever
used any contraceptives, he said no.

While I was writing down this information about the family planning
cerd, I was asked by our informant, "Gentleman, whatever arc you writing
50 much about the poor people ? God, himselt, does not love the poor
people; so what help will your writing do?"

Not having a real reply, I said that I was just trying to learn about
the way he lives. One of his neighbors then sugyested that ooy npeople
have a "longer" life than the wealthylleven with the suffering. He
implied that the longer the life, the more the suffering: and, the more
the suffering, the longer life seems to be.

As evening was appioaching:, it was getting darker inside the
man's hut. We inguired about what our informant did for light when

night came. He said ke had a kerosene lamp if there is a reason to
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have a light. Normelly, however, he tries to nnish all of his activities
before dark so that he can save the kerosene He says Kerosene is
expensive .

On that note, we thanked him for his time and ended the interview .
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Date: October 20, 1978

Informant # 3

’Thane:a: Shibpur

Dis’trict: Dacca

Informant: Male. Age: Unknown (he says he was 6 months old during
the "great fumine. " He dappedrs to be approximately
50 or 55).

When we arrived at his home, our mf().rmant was sitting in tront
of his home with bundles of grass scultered about lim. He was in the
‘Process of repairing his thatched 100f. As part of this procedure, he
gathered tall grasses from the countryside around the villuge., The
grass he gathered he then cuts into equal lengths for attaching to his
roof. He was in the process of cutung the grass when we mquired 1f
we could ask him a few gquestions about himself,

He has lived in this village since he was burn. Ihs father was
born in another village about five mi.cs away. His faitlier was o
farmer and at one time owned 3 6 acres of land. But, during his
father's life-time, the land was slowly sold piece by picce 10 get money
to pay back loans and in order to have money for living expenses aftar
crop {ailures, Some of this land, he think:, was bought Ly moncylanders
(he says it happened long ago and it is hard 1o remember who bought his

father's land) .,


http:him-..lf

By the time of his father's decath, there was no longer any land..
He, theretore, inherited no land from higs father. Neveltheless, he
presently owns a total of .4 acres . 1ha house and o small garden is
on .1 acres and he farms the remarmmg W3 acres. The .4 acies he
inherited from his matemal uncle.

On his .3 acres, he grows rice and jute, however, he says his
land is not very fertile. He averages only four maunds of paddy and
one maund of jute over the course of a year (which includes two
growing seasons). All the paddy he grows he keeps for his own
consumption, so he sellg none oi 1it. His jute he dues sell and he
takes the jute to the market himseli to make the sale,

Fwven by Keeping all the rice he grows, he still must buy food.
The money he receives from the sale of the jute 1s not enovugh to meet
his needs for cash so he works as a laborer in the ficlds of others.
He says he works on his own field toi only about five months of the year,
For the ranaining seven months, he looks for work in others ficlds.

However, he reports that it is hard to find agricultural work.
Most of the work is concentrated during the planting and harvesting
times. Even then, there are more people looking for work in the ticlds
of the landholders than there is work and there is competition for the
work which is available. Becausc he 15 "old" and "weak" (he is

bent and cannot stand straightany longer), it is harder to get jobs
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and to do the work if he gets it. He says he feels old beforc his time .
(The reason for this he attributes partly to heavy labor and jraitially
to a lack of envugh foud).

When he is able to get agricultural waik, he says he is usually
paid 6 Taka a day. This Wage remains about the same cven though
he has worked for several different landownors around the village.

We then asked him about hig family. He said he was
approximately 27-30 years old when he married his wife. She was
15 at the time. She was born in another village about two miles
away and moved to this village when she marricd. Her father was ¢
casual labor laborer in the fields of that village. Her only brother
has moved away from this arca to Pabna District wheie he works as
a weaver of cloth.

He has six children who are living and has had no childron who
have died. Five of these children are males and one temale. His two
oldest sons also work as agricultural laborers. The lemaining tour
children are fairly young. The oldest son is about 25 years old and is
rather small. (A relative of our informa'nt, upon hearing this, concluded
that his eldest son was small because he has had to work s6 hard ~-

the amount of work aifected his growth),



We asked our informant if he or his children had ever gone to
school. He answered thot he hay had no schooling and neither has
any of his children. At this point, his wite (who was stauding behind
a Woven-iewd sCreen b aecordance with the practice of "Purdah®) said
that her children must help out with warn oy their house and the houses
of others so they camot be spared to go to school.

Switchin the subject somewhat, we inguired if he owned any
animals. He replied he had only one baby goat. He obtained the goat
through an awirangement he made with a farmer who owns sevetal goats.
This farmer lives aboul two miles away and is a disvant relative. As a
part of tlus anangyement, he took a temale goat from the owner and raises
it. He grazes it and cares for it. When the goat gave birth, his payment
for his work was one of the baby goats. The mother and the other kids
have becen returned to the owner now.

He owns no cther animals. He says if he owned two bullocks
then he could beyin sharecropping. Without bullocks, he says no one
is interested in him as a sharecropper. He must hire the use of two
bullocks to picugh his own field. He poys for the uce of the two
bullocks by working on the land of the owner an appropriate number

of days to cover the value of the bullock rental.



-40-

Weasked if he has to bqrtovy money. foﬁr t}';f;' cmsts (j!‘lyuli sing crops
inhis:-'f»fibeldl? He answered yes, ev;:x':y :;’i:ésor:; jheibl'v‘r\ié’.f:"tvbormw money .
_,Pfe.sently he owes a total of about 109’ Taka, Un .ka'“‘f’\‘,‘/Sl'm('lw',' from
a variety of different landowners und sirﬁllc'i.lrly,“- his présent total debt is
divided among a few landowners. For repayment, he will wbxk in the
fields of his creditors RN‘thexnnnbercd'duys (multiplied timeay 6 Taku)
equivalent to the amount he has borrowed . He said he usually 1epays
most of his loans in labor because he.can get very little cach.,

We then inquired about the number of meals a day our intonmant
eats. Usually, he said, he ecats one rx{éal a day, but he would like
to,e'at three meals. This prompted us t‘o’ ask 'abo’u't whether he was a
vr.a“tion card-holder. He is a category "A" card-hzovlder, however, the
- last time he received a ration was over a year ago. At that time, he
remembers getting between 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 seers of wheat .

He thinks that the ration distribution system no longer exists.

He also belicves that the "foocd for work" program has rcpl@ced the
rationing system so he does not complain. He said cne of his sons
worked on a "food for work” project last year. But, none of his family
have been able to get employment on‘ a "tood for work" project this yedar,
They tried and tound that there were too many people who wanicd to work

on the project - s0 they were wurned away.
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Concerning his health, sur intormant sand that he and l}is
family otten have illness n the form ot fevers, intestinagl poblems
and colds . Whai these ilincoses conae, he contuets the village
"healers.” These "healors” charge hio tor his services, but he can
pay tor their services by working ot bis deby in thesr fields,

He reported that he once weint to thee "charntable” dispensary
at the thano headguarters when he woo suticimg i a tever . The
staff there gave himn sone medicime . However, he sor dg the medicine
did not cure him so he had to "cwre" hinsell. After this episode, he
has not gone back to the digpensary. He tecls that, gy general, he can
not afford the prices which doctors and hospitals charge, {(and besides
he would not be able to pay tor their services with s labor).

It was becuming obvious that our inforuesnt wanted to get back to
the task of repairing his work, so we ended the interview at this point.
In parting, we asked how many lungis (the common cloth garment worn
by men). He replied that he only owned the une he was wearing., His
wife added that shce owned but one sari and that she has womn this sari

for over two yeurs now.
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Dxate: Octobhar 20 . 1278

Informant #4

Thana: Shibpur
District: Dacca

Informant: Male; Age: 35,Marr1ed,Muslim

We began the interviéw by asrklng'c.zuvi' 1nformant about himself and
his family. He was born in this village. His father is now dead but '
used to be the village "mullah” (holyman) when he was alive. Our
informant said he married when he was 27. His wife is from a village
about one mile away. She was 15 at the time of their marriage.

From their marriage, he now has two daughters -- one 8 years old,
the other five. His wife gave birth to a third daughter after only eight
‘months of pregnancy; but, the baby died shortly after birth.

: - While he was growing up, our informant had seven years of
scﬁoélmg . Pait of the time he spent going to school, he lived with
‘his mother‘s bfother. His uncle was a weaver and he became interested
- in the weaving of cloth. When he came home from school, he would sit
and practice weaving at his uncle's loom. And, in this way, he learned
how to weave. He retummf to his taher's hoe wlen ne tfinished his

schooling. He says his wite went to school for v oy,
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- In-talking about his father, our informant said that besides

bein’g, tﬁe village "mullah", he owned approximately five acres of land.
: Hﬁis father also tock a second and younger wife later on in his life
(‘o‘uk‘r Informant’s mother was the first wife). As part of the arrangements
for this second marriage, his father gave 2.6 acres of his land-to his
 second wife. Therefore, at the death of his father, our informant and
his three brothers inherited equal shares of the remaining 2.4 acres.

Of the ,6 acres which he owns, ouwr intormant has his house, a
working hut and a small garden on .3 acies. The remaining .3 acres,
he devotes to farming. On his farm land, he grows rice and occasionally
jute. He does all of his own tarm work and owne no bullocks. When he
must plough his field, he "rents" bullocks on the "badla" system in which
he agrees to work for two days in the fields of the bullock owner in
exchange for the use of the bullocks,

At the start of each growing season, he says he must borrow’
money to cover the cost of the materials he needs. He always
borrowed from moneylenders, in the past. Recently, he learned of an 1
agricultural cooperative which would provide "low-interest" loans if
the cooperative members used High .Yielding Varieties (HYV) in their

fields. He joined the cooperative and decided to try it out.
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: ﬁoWever, he has not been pleased with the cooperative, He says
f}_kfhat he does not always want to use HYV's every season, so he could
- not always get loans from the central cooperative bank. This he tound
‘annoying and turned to the traditional moneylenders on these Occasions,
When he did use HYV's, he normally borrowed from 300 to 400 Taka for
the season at a 12% interest over a 6 month period (24% for a year),
He liked the interest rate but he discovered the 6 month limit

on the loan was too short a time period. At the end of the 6 month
period, he said his Crop was often still in the ficld and unharvested.

At .that point, the supervisor of cuwoperative loans would come to him
-and demand repayment. The COoperative supervisor even threatened
that if the loan was not repaid on schedule, he would call in the police.

The prospect of the police frightens our informant. So if his

harvest was not yet in and his cooperative loan was due, he would sell
his crop unharvested to landowners. The sale was accomplished by
asking the interested landowner to look at the field and make an
estimate of the amount which will be harvested. This amount times

the expected market price is what our informant receives for the sale, |
-After the sale, all work and harvestix;g is done by the purchaser or

vthé purchaser's agents. Our informant does nat work in the field again
‘until after the harvest is complete. Any of the harvest which exceeds
the :estimate made by the purchaser is kept by the purchaser or sold as

aprofit.
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Our informant says he does not like to have to sell his crop before
it is harvested in order to pay back his loan trom the cooperative. He
prefers the moneylenders with then higher tates of interest (they charge
him 50% interest for a & month perod) . The moneylenders give him
plenty of time to paybaCk his loan atter the harvest (the longer the time
spent in paying the loan back, the more profit the moneylender makes).

Because of the early collection of the couperative loans (end the
threat of police intervention), our informant no longer borrows from the
cooperative and now deals primarily with moneylenders. He says he
still sometimes grows HYV's in his field because he can get irrigation
from a deep tube well.

Aside from working in his own field, he also has worked as a
laborer in the fields of others. He worked as an agricultural laborer
each year for the past several years. But when he was working in the
fields of others, he thought he could eamn more money if he could use
his knowledge of weavinyg, So, he and his wife decided to buy a loom
and augment their farminyg income by weaving. He realized, however,
that a loom is expensive,

Over time, he was able to bofrow a total of 1,000 Taka (the
cost of a loom) from his wife's relatives. He purchased a loom eight

months ago and has it set up in a separate hut. He has not yet repaid
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the loan he got to buy the loom originally. His wife's relatives have
already paid him a visit to ask tor repayment. He told them he did
not have cnough money and so they left. Still, he fe:ls messure
now to pay back the loan soon.

With the loom, he weaves sari's from yams which he buys
already dyed in the market (there is a weaving industry not far from
the village). He says he does not weave lungis or any other items;
he specializes in sari's.

In order to buy the yarns and other raw materials for weaving,
he must borrow money from the moneylenders (again at 50% interest
over a 6 month pericd). When hLe finishes the sari's, he takes them to
the market and sells them himself. The average market price for his
sari’s is about 35 Taka. He repays the loan with the proceeds of his
sales. Then the cycle begins anew. He says he must sit and weave
for 10-15 hours a day in order to make a profit of 10 Taka while the
moneylender sits doing nothing all day and also eams money from
his weaving.

We asked him what he thought his greatest difficulty in life was.
He answered it is getting enough fpo‘d for his family. He normally eats
two meals a day. His family prefers to eat rice rather than wheat . Even

though wheat is less expensive than rice in the market - he would rather
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buy a smaller amount for a given amount of money and eat rice. With
rice meals, he commonly eats "gur" (a type of molasis) und chapati.
Fish are sometimes eaten with meals: but only rarely because fish is
expensive,

Concerning ration cards, he is a class "A" ration card holder.
The last time he 1eceived a ration was two years ayo. He says the
rations are still coming from the central yovernment because every
once in a wnlle one or two familivs in the areq are given a ration,
However, he is convinced this t1s nothing more than @ show. Since
he and his neighbors have received no regular issues of rations, he
believes that the "Panchayats" (Union Council) and the council
chairman keep all the rations for themselves .

When we inquired about his health and the health of his
family, our informant replied that just eight days ago he has
recovered from a severe fever which he think was typhoid. He said
he was bedridden for a month and lost his voice entirely. His wife
and both his daughters came down with fever and similar symptoms.
During this bout of illness, he sought treatment from the village
"healer." The "healer" diagnosed His family's 1llness as typhoid

and gave them medicine,
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For the service of the village "healer . our informant had to
pay the man 300 Taka. Thiu anount covered the cust of the "hecalewps*
efforts and the medicines (which o)1 came bow the "healer") . Qur
informant did not have sufficient cash to pay his health ill so he
borrcwed the 300 Tuka (ot 509 interest over juct port of the year)
from the same moneylender who finances his wcaving supplies.

Generally, whenever a member of the farmly bLecomes ill, he
contacts the village "healer” or o homeopath who can give some form
of medicine. Qur informant says he has gone to the hospitul at the
thana headquarters; but, he claims that the doctors there usually
tell him they have no medicine to give (perhaps, insinuating they
might have some to sell). On the other hand, the "healer" or

homeopath, always has "medicines" to give, End of interview .
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October 23, 1978

Informant #5

Thana: Nagerpur
Disirict: Tangail

Informant:; Male; Age: 25; Single.

Both he and his father weirc born in this village. His mother was
bom in another village approximately two miles away. Not long ago, his
father died of a throat ailment (perhaps throat cancer) at about the age of
60-65 yvears (he is uncertain obout his father's age). His mother is still
living in the compound, but she has poor eyvesight.

Other family members 1nclude one biother and one sister. The
brother is also unmarried and lives in the same compound. His sister
is married and lives in a village closeby. She has tour sons and one
daughter. Although alieady married for twelve years, she did not
originally marry until she was about 235. Our informant sald that the
reason his sister did not mary until "relatively late” in life was because
of concerns about a dowry. Apparently, his mother and futher were
traditional-minded enough to delay théir daughter's marriage until they

had acquired a sufficient amount of gouds tor a "proper” dowry.
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Our informant once had a second brother. This brother joined
the army as an enlisted man and moved away as o very young man.
Following the "counter-coup" not lony aygo, the urmy sent word to the
family that he had died of malaria . The anny never rennmed the body
so their is some question in the minds of the fomily Gbout the trme
cau;e of death. The army did, however, return seme of the brother's
personal belongings. These included a Llanket and some bedding which
the army issued and cur informant now uscs thesc.

Ouw intormant has never been to school, He says his biothers and
sister also did not attend any school. Both his mother and his tather
had never had any education .

At one time, his father owned 5 "paki" (1.75) acres of land. Except
for the land on which the living compound sits, most of that land was
devoted to agriculture. His father worked the land himself and did not
hire agricuitural laborers. During his father's Iifetime, debts could not
always Le repaid and some of that land had to be sold to acquire cash.
By the time of his father's death, therc was only .94 acres left., Our
informant therefore inherited .47 acres which is the anwount of land he
now owns.

On his farm land, he grows rice, jute and sometimes mustard . He

and his surviving brother (who also owns .47 acres) assist each other in



doing all the farm work themselves. They do not hire any farm workers.
He and his brother owns a cow and a smatl bull (ulso inherited from the
deceased father). They vse these two aurmals tor ploughing . Since
cows are not normally used tor ploughing md because the bull is small,
they do not rent out the animals for ploughing the Helds of others.

Last year, he and his brother qrow iee. They sold some of the
crop, preferving to keep it tor thewr own consumption.  But the harvest
only lasted them for tour months,  The remaining eight months, they had
to buy rice:. This year, toygether, the two brothers harvested about five
maunds of jute. He and his brother will take this jute to the market and
sell it themselves (the current price 15 about )40 Taka per maund).

QOur informant says he and his brother are not planting rice this season.,
They will allow their land to remoin tollow . Part of the reason for this is
that the drainage system has changed due to some road construction and
their land is now legs suitaeble tor the growing of rice.

At the start of the last yrowing scason, he and his brother borrowed
900 Taka from & moneylender in the next villuge. The moneylender is
charging them 15 Taka o month ininterest for every 100 Taka which was
borrowed (180% per year). They have not borrtowed hom this man before
but he is well known as a source of credit in the arco . The moneylender

is supposed to own about 15 dcres ond is an active cattle-trader.
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Our informant said he has tried to gyet loans from banks at the thana |
he: dquarters. But he says he camiot Gel Toans bom banks because the
bank personnel always denunu110t>nuu111nunc; e bribes and "bhokshesh, v
He cannot afford to pay the mmuunlbthvy:nJ.buhnulhutﬂmppHﬂJSUUSUn.

We asked if our informant he uned tenrtilizer in the last growing
season. He replied, "no". He says he only uses fertitizer when the
land "goesIxmr'andlﬂantsckJnotgruw well on it

Asidnefronlfarnung, our informant turns to other pursuits in an
effort to make a living. He works as on agricullural luborer in the fields
of others for at least two months out of a year, Agricultural work is hard
to find in the immediate arca (probably due to the number of people wanting
to do farin labor). Frequently, he must travel Lo distant vitlages to find
farm work, Yor this farm work, he can cam 4-5 Take o duy. Sometimes
he works in the fields of the "richest" man in the village. Tias "rich”
man owns obout 35 acres and is the mujurenunuycan\Nﬁiculnuallubor
in the community . Our informant said that even his father worked in the
fields of this “rich" man towad the end of his life. Our informant added,
however, that his father did not work s a laborer in the ficlds of the
"rich” man until after he sold seCtions of his land.

He has also worked o two "tood fo work" piojects. He says he
~would like to work on mnﬂxpnnectsnnug«ﬂhnxbutﬂu;cumpuUU(m for

the limited number of openings is strong.



During any given week, our informant says he often fishes in the
paddy-fields, streams and other bodies of water clusclhy. Much of the
small "paddy -fish" he catches he keeps for food. Presently, he can
tish in the paddy-fields belonging 1o others. But he is concomned becau se
with more end more people living in the somie area, he fears Lemdowners
may soon no longer be permissive towards tishing, e thinks the time
may come when the fishing will be resuicted to the tamily or agents of
the family who own the land.

We then asked our informant about the food he eatn. e says he
generally eats two meals a day. He prefers rice and with the rice he
eats the "paddy-fish" he catches three or four times o wech. Ounly
during festivals such as "Eid-ul-Azha" does he cat meat. When he is
111, he sometimes buys sugar to eat. He has no ration card.,

We then inquired about our informant's health. He reports that he
and his brother frequently expericnce stomach and intestinal disorders.
When illness strikes, he usually contacts the village "healea . " The
"healer" charges 10 Taka for his seivices on each visit and, in addition,
fhe cosi; of the medicines. Te¢ pay the "healer”, he must occasionally
borrow money from either relatives or trom a moneylender .,

At the thana hcadquarters, there is a “"charituble dispensary

He says he has gone there before when he was ill, but he found they did
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little for him and gave no medicines. He doés not go there anymore,
Since our informant is single, we asked it he plaris to marry soon .
He answered that he does not . He would like to ger married but he says
he cannot afford to support another person. He foels that jf he had a
higher income, he could more casily attract a wife .
In parting, we acked what 15 ow Nloimant's greatest ditficulty in life,
He replied that it is being required to work in the hot sun all the time just
to make a living.

End of interview.,
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“Date:. October.23, 1978

Informant #6

Thana: Nagarpur
District: Tangail

Informant: Male; Age: about 30; Married.

He was born in the village of his father which is about three miieé
away. His tather was a farmer who owned 19 "pauki" (8 1/2 acres). At
the death of his father more than 15 years ago, this land was divided
equally among the surviving sons. Our informant and his eight brothers
each inherited about .94 acres.

The years following his father's death were not always good ones.
Both he and his brothers had to sell portions of their land in order to get
. cash to pay hack loans and to have money "to live on." He finally had
to sell all his land in this fashion so that he became landless, Of the
nine brothers who inherited land, five are now landless and four still
retain some portions of the original .94 acre plots. FEach of the four
who own land now own less than .94 acres.

This village is the place where his wife was born. He came
~ to this villuge shoitly after his marriage and has lived here for the

past four years or so. He lives in the compound of his wife's father.


http:October.23

 -56-

Hisonly land 1s the .04 acres on which he has ‘hi'sikh'utb. ‘.l'i‘h:e.l"and .
‘act“ually belongs to his wife. After her m'arriage‘, she Waé giv’en“ the
land by her father for & house. She is now fifieen years old. Having
been married for five vears, she married at the age of ten, Our
informant and his wife have one small baby deughter. It ig their first
child. Neither he nor his wife have ever been to school .
He works as an agricultural laborer. His wife's father and her

. brothers also live in the compound and are also agricultural laborer;‘..
The houses in the compound are small and crowded together on what
was once our informant's residential land. There is not even room
for a garden.

Our informant reports that for one day's work in the fields he
usually gets about 5 Taka. However, he says he sometimes will work
in a field for only a meal of rice. On the average, he has some form
of \;vork‘for about nine months out of a year. He cannot get work during
the remainder of the year. He works for a variety of different people --
vhoever has work to be done. Sometimes he works for the man he
-onsiders the "richest" man in the community. This man owns about
18 "'paki" (about 21 1/2 acres) of lar‘xd. Frequently, this "rich" man
imploys hen to work in his fields. But since there is great competition

0 work in these fields, our informant cannot always find work there,
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Presently, our informant is building a new hut. ‘vHe]tdré-‘dowr.l
his old hut and is putting up the new dwelling un the same spot. To
acquire the raw materials for this construction, he borrowed SO Taka
from a local woman. He has agreed to pay her 5 Taka for every month
he does not repay her (120% interest per year). He is also indebted to
two other moneylenders. To each, he owes 100 Taka (200 Taka total),
The interest on both loans is 5 Taka per month for each 50 Taka's
borrowed (10% a month).

Although he says he and his family have no health problems, he‘ :
has recently recovered from an illness which wus diagnecsed as typhoid.
For treatment, he went to a "private physician” who charged 5 Taka for
each of three visits and then a separate amount for the prescribed
medicine. He owes money for the cost of treatment as well .

In our informant's opinion, his greatest difficulty in life is money:
the lack of it and finding the means to get it. He usually eats one meal
a day and owns only the "lungi” he is wearing. e has no shoes and no
shirt,

At this point in the interview, it became apparant that our

informant w: s anxious to continue work on his hut. He explained

that he had to obtain a few more items and that he wanted to finish
. the structure by nightfall. If he did not finish by nightfall, he and
his family would have to find some other place to sleup,

End of interview.
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i‘;}fﬁbvémbei” 28, 1978

"Informant # 7 |

———

‘Thana . Satbalaya
District : Dacca

Informant ; Female, Age: ( "'_C)i_xly my féthé; could answer this questir;ﬁ E
41~45 yrs, as a guess. Muslim. :
When we arrived at her housing compound, she was cleaning up the area
before the main hut in pruparation for sun-drying paddy ( rice ). We as‘k“ied
if her husband was around so we could request his permission to enter i
the compound to ask the family some questions. Sne replied that her |
husband had gone to the thana headquarters but ( somewhat surprisingly
given our experience at other compounds wheare no adult males were present )

she said she would answer our questions,

Up;m entering the family compound, she told us she was bom in this
village, as were her brothers and sister. Her mother and father are now
dead, but they too were born in Mohedepur. Her father was an agricultural
laborer and owned no farm land of his own. He died when she was still
very young. After her father's death’, };er mother worked as a servant in
four or five different homes in the immediate area in order to Support the

children, two boys and two girls ..
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~.our lriformant‘s only sister is dead but her two brothers 'remain llving;
One brother is an agricultural laborer like his father. Th2 other brothar

is a day laborer who works at various jobs in the nearest town.

Seeing that [ was writing dow: the inforimation she gave us, our inftéa'mant
wanted to know why I was writing down everything she said . We explained
that we are trying to leam about her way of life and that writing down what
she says hclps us to remember more clearly. She then commented Lhat
writing her answers to questions cown is acceptable to her. But she added
that with writing or without writing her life doesn’t change and will always

remain the same.,

We next asked if her father left any land at his death. Su2 answered that
he left .33 acres of homestead land which the tamily kept for 6 to 7 years
. after his death. After that time, her brother sold the land in an effort to
obtain cash., She said the family needzd cash to buy food and other
essentials because there was not enough money coming in to support the
family. When the cash from the land sale was depleted, she said they

often had to borrow money ( from relatives ? ) in order to buy food.

Our informant married when she was about 12 or 11 years old ( pre-menstrual )
her husband was 20. Her husband is from a village approximately 4 miles

away. When she married, she moved to the village of her husband. Her
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husband‘s father was a farmer who owned 1.25 acres of land. When her

”f‘féther-in-law died, her husband and her husba nd's brother both inherited
equal portions of the 1,26 acres. However, they jointly sold the land so
that they could pay the debts their father owed to the monzylenders. Tho

balance of the money from the sale was divided between the two brothers.

 With this monay and money he was able to save, our informaant's husband
‘was able to buy .74 acres of land in this village. They moved to this

land in our informant's village about 25 years d4go. During those 25 years ,
the labors of her husband and her eldest son have been sufficient to allow

them to purchase .07 additional acres (a total of ,81 acres of land owned ).

During her married life, our informant has given birth to ten children; eight
boys dnd two gxrls . Only five of these children are living today. Two
.of the boys died shortly after birth -~ perhdpa from an "infection" she
suggests. Another boy died at the age of 9 from "sumall pox" ( her disease
lébel ). One of her daughters also died at the age of 9 {rom Cholera. The

both‘er daughter died at the age of 5 after suffering from a fever for 17 days.

Of her five sons who are still living, two have married and tha rest are
yYoungsters. Both married sons live in the same compouand as their parents,
The wife of one son is from a village 3 miles away and has given birth to

three children who are all living., The wife of the other son has borne no

children ard is from a village only one mile away.
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With some air of {rritation , our informant reported that the wife of the
childless son wants to move away from ovur informant's compound,

She wants to establish her own homestead, Our informant doesn't want
this to happen because it would break-up the family. She is putting

pressure on her son and her son's wife to remain oCcupants of this compound.

Her eldest son works as a wood construction laborer and earns about,
Tk. 300/- @ month. Her husband now has a job in a dispensary in a
nearby town. His salary is also Taka 300/~ a month, This is the entire
cash income of the compound at the present time ( Tk. 600/~ for twelve

people per month ),

Recently, her husband learned about the financial benefits possible from
fish cultivation from a radio proygram he heard and from a representative of a
local bank office ( The Bangladesh Krishi Bank ). He said that fish
cultivation is a way he can improve his life and the lives of his family,

He decided to build a smali fish tank on his land in order to raalize

some increased income (the tank is now finished ),

To build the tank, her husband burrow‘ed T<. 400/~ from the bank (at 12%
interest ) and offered part of their land and the tank as collateral . However,
they were only given Tk. 300/~ by the bunk since the balance was kept

as a partial pre-payment of the loans "interest” . (Therce may bhe some

bribery or boksheesh charges involved too ). This ainount proved to be
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Insufficient to meet the costs of the earthen tunk's Cvastruction. So,

her husband borrowed additional Tk. 2000/~ tcon a man living close-Ly,

The loan arrangement with this local man involves the use of .41 acres

of their land. The man gives our informant Tk. 2,000/~ and takes
temporary possession of the .41 acres of agricultural land. Ag part of the
témporary possession, the man farms the land, providing all the inputs
(labor, seed, fertilizer, etc. ), and keeps all the harvest., Tno man will

keep the use of the land until the loan is repaid,

Our informant and her husband have about 10 years to repay the loan, If
they can not repay the loan, then the creditor can take ownership of the
land by offering a price of the land minus the Tk, 2000/~ loan and the
interest charges, ( The interest charges appeared not to be determined -~
at least in the mind_ of our informant: if a lucrative interest rate is applied,
the creditor may have to Pay no additional money to acquire legal ownership

of the land ),

To assist in the cost of building the fish tank, they have borrowed Tk .3,000/-
from a moneylender ( at 120% interest ).. They have also sold their team
of bullocks which they used to use to plough the agricultural land (.41 acres)

mentioned above, For the bullocks . they received Taka 850/-.
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Their homestead which houses 12 people and the coapleted fish tank
occupies .33 acres. The family has a small garden on .07 azres which

remains to them.

We asked if our informant has a ration card, She reported that her family
and

has a class "B ration card 4hat her husband regularly receives a food

ration twice a week. Sne says the reason her hashanad recerves the ration

regularly is that he is actually a government employee hooadse Ll works

at a Yovernment " dispensary. She says hor family normally cats two meals

a day.

When she or a member of her family becomes ill, a private physician is
usually contacted. She says that her husband does not use the madicines
at the "government" dispensary. They believe the medicines there ara
"no good". The physician usually charges them Tr. 5/- for cach visit

plus the cust of any medicines the physician might give them,

While we were interviewing , her husband returncd from the neighboring
town with a representative of the bank which loaned them money to build
the fish tank. The representative ffom the bank told us he had come to see
that the loan was actually used to build a fish tank and to further assess

the financial potential of the tank.
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The hushand was obviously busy with th2 vigitor from tha bank and

seemed « bit curious as to why unescorted strange adult males were

in his housing compound talking to bis wiic. We departed shortly thereafter,
p
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November 28, 1978

Informant #8

Thanaﬂ : Shibola
District . Dacca

Informant Male: Age ; 65-70 ( he thinks ) Muslim

As we came up to the homestead compound, our informant was just return-
ing home. He agreed to talk with us a while and invited us to sit in1he

shade of a tree which boardered the compound.

He told us he was born in this village. Rather, he was born in the village
of his father which is about 1/2 mile away. His father wa s a farmer and
once owned 6.486 acres of farm land . But, since the land wa s next to a
river, the area was reduced to about 3,6 acres due to the erosion action

of the river.

His father had two wives and our informa nt said he had difficulty getting
along with his half-brothers and his father's second wife. Because of this
friction, he moved away from the household of his birth, He obtained employ-
ment as a permanent agricultural }aborer in the ficlds of one landowner.

F or one and half years, he worked tor the landowner during which time he

was glven shelter, food and clothing. He received no regular salary. When

he left the service of the landowner, he was given two colts as an additional

payment for his labors,
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He raiscd both these colts and when th2y were mature he sold one of them,
With the money from the sale of the one horse, he bought a horse-cart
in order to c¢stablish a horse-cart business with the horse which he still

owned,

The horse~cart business allowed him to save enough money to buy
home stead land ( but no farm land ) in this village, He said this was
at a time when the horse-cart carned him T« 2/- a day and horse feed

was 4 Paisas a seer ( he estimates this was at least 41) years ago).

This all occured before the death of his father., When his father died,
our Informant and his eight brothers each inherited .4 acres of land.
His father was not seriously in debt at the time of the inheritance so that

nelther he nor his brothers had to sell land to obtain cash.

Our informant married when he was about 24 years old. His wife was
11 years old and she is still alive. He has two sons and five daughters
who are living. Even though he has seven children who are living, he
says his wife has given birth to 13 children during their married life.
These other six children died while; they were quite vyouny. Two of
these now deceased children were girls. One daughter died of "[aver"
at the age of three years; the other also died of "fever" at the age of

two years. Four sons died within the first threo months of life, OQur

informant was unsure of the cause of their death, saying only that
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“"they would not suck the breast",

All his swwiving children 2cxcept one are married now. His eldest son
married a girl from a village about a mile away, Tho eldest son was

25 years old when he married. His bridz was 12, The younger was

20 years old when he wed a 12 year old girl from the same village of

the eldzr son's wife . Tha elder son has one son of his own; th2 younger

son has one buy and one girl child,

Four of vur informant's five daughters are married, One married at the age
of 11 years and lives with her husband in a village 5 miles away. Another
lives with her husband in a village 2 miles away and married at the age

of 12 years. The third also married when she was 12 years old and lives
8 miles away. The fourth married when she was 1) years old and lives

only une mile away,

The fifth and youngyest daughter ( about 9 or 10 years old ) still lives with
our informant in this compound. But he says that sha too is now ét a B
marriageuble age, In fact, he has already received some propu‘sals of
marriage for his youngast daughter. However, he says he does not "i‘n'vcend
to give her away In marriage until after two more years. He '1ial . she will

be old encugh to have children by the time sho is 14 years old.
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_Both our informant's sons continue to live in the compound of their
parents. The two sons now oparate e horse-cart business begun by

_ their father. They have two small horses and »nz cart, Presoently, the
horse~cart earns his sons about Tk. 20/~ a day. But he says thatthis
money must also be used to buy feed for the hurses which custs Tk .4/~
per seer. He claims that the two horses together cat 4 seers of feed

‘a day.,

‘QU;‘lnférmant, however, now considers himself a farmer. He still owns
the “.4‘ acres of land he inherited from his father, Last year on his land,
, »‘Ahe’ §réw paddy (rice) and wheat, The ﬁarvest vielded 5 maunds of paddy

.arid 3 maunds of wheat. He says eometimes he uses HYV's on his land
: ‘é‘kmd when he does he buys and uses fertilizer. When he uses traditional

varieties » h 2 doas not use fertilizer,

‘, qurently, he also sharecrops 3 paki (.81 acres ) of laad underc the Borga

| system. The 3 paki of sharecropped land belongs to three different people,
He reports that each person owns about 1 paki (.27 acres) and that the
landawners are "poor", He Says that the thr2e small-landholders can not
cultivate the land themselves because thay do not have bullocks, seeds

or the financial means to do so.
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Under the borga agreertent, our informant provides all the seed, labor and
other inputs for the growing sais0n. Tae vwners orovide only the land.

At harvest time, vw inforimant keeps 50% of the yield and gives the rest o
to the land swners. Last year, our informant received 4 maunds of paddy
from the botga land and the threc small-landowners cach received a fraction

of the remaining four maunds,

On the borga land, our informant reported that he normally doas not use
HYV's and he does not use fertilizer. He ploughs buth his own land and
the boryga land with a cow and a bullock which he owns, He does not
rent- out his cow and bullock team for ploughing the fields of others,

But sumetimes, he will allow a close friend to use the team with no cash
charge ( there may be some kind of informal labor exchange offered by the

friends in return ).

Normally, he says he gets only one crop a year on this burga land because
it is low - lying ground. But , this year, he plansa to try for two borga crops :

one mustard and one paddy,

Our informant told us that he has been sharecropping for many years. Before,
he used to sharecrop for other, larger land holders. Sometimes the larger
shareholders would take back land given to a sharcoropper for sume years
and then.give the land to another farmer to sharcarop.  He said this
happbened to hifn before and the last time it happened, the larger landnolder

told nim he was getting too old to farm and that the yleld was not high
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enough (apparently this occured just befare oyr Informant entered into

the borga arrangement with the three small-landholders).

When asked if he sold any of the wheat or rice he grows on his own land
or on the borga land, oyur informant replied that he kept all food grains
he grows for his Own consumption., Even S0, he must sti]] buy food grain
ovér the course of a year. What he grows is not enough to support his

family,

At the start of a growing season, he says he usually borrows money from
the Mohajans (moneylender s) in the town, He usually borrows Tk . 50/~
which he uses to buy seed (HYV) ang fertilizer for use on his own land.
For each month he does not pay back the Tk.50/-, he must pay the money-
lender Tk. 12/- ( 2884 ber year). For the borga _land, he does not
generally borrow money. He saves some seed from the previous harvest

to use for planting at the beginning of each season,

When asked about his health, he replied that his most serious problem
18 pains in his joints ( rheumatism ?). ~ For these pains, he wears an
amulet or taiisman ( @ rubber ring abm}t his upper left arm ). He says
the amulet does not relp much, But, he told us he hag also gotteg

injections for the pain,
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We asked him abouat these mjections and he said that vne day his youngest
daughter found two full sycinges on the roadside.  He took the syringes

to a "docter™ who told hun that the syringes contained medicine good for
his pains. The doctor gave him mmicetions from the two syringes his
daughter found and then charaed ham Tk, 1/- for each injection, The

pains are still botherving o,

One of his grandsons liviay in this compound has "blood dysentry” 7).
He took his graudson to a private physician who charged Tk, 5/~ for the
visit and sold bim some medicine ( capsules and tablets ) for the child,
After taking some of the wedicine, he says the condition of his grandson

is improvinyg,

We then asked our informant what he thought his greatest difficulty tn life
was. He answered that it 15 getting enough food for his family. With such

a reply, we asked him how many medls a day does he cat.  He replied, usually
three . Nizam then commoented Lo our informant tht he must be duing well

to eat three tinies o day. Our informant objected that this cartainly was not
the case; besides, he said that cach of the three meals ina a day are

usually only half-meals bocause of their meag o quantity,

When asked if he has a ration card, he said no, e used to have a class B

ration card when Bangladzsh was still part of Fakistan; but not now.



He says that meat and milk are too eéxpensive to buy, so that he rarely

eats them.

Both he and his two sons fish in the paddy ficlds and in tho marshy land.
He says they can fish on farm ala il th2y do not own. All the fish they
catch they usually consume themselves., Rarely, if cver, do they sell

fish,

At this point in the interview, our informant s.id thit he was tired. So,

we ended our conversation., One of vur informant's sons escotted us back

to the road.



