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jhe'*ord ."garalo refers tQ t h f the egum "Qus ttplan - ,'(L' 

ch6carpus Cya6escens), a strigglin rub,:orwQ dy cl i *or A0 to 12 eet 
% 

high [Perkinand Everest 19181 Aich gr' s jif v ce of
the :Northern Pro in 

'Sierra Leone (see 19 ure 1). 'The young 1ea Ve ' ofthese leguminous plants 

are collected along with some more mature ones and *hded. Aried out
 
side: or molded. into small balls 'Ibefor'e being dried. he
 

In,that state.
 
2gara is sold dye rs for,, p p ring :the indigo dye solutio,re a n To most
 

people L a o a u a
 
-inSierra eone ral refers to any cloth dyed, V hen t i'l
 

indigodye extracted from the leaves of the leguminous plant or a" 'Cloth
 

dyed with synthetic dye.
 

Z" Evolution of Gar6 Dyeing in Sierra Leone
 
Gara-d L 0 6d
 

elngappears lo have been started In Sierra,, eonetar u ,Oe
 

3,middleof the nineteenth cen,,,,ry,. Gara production was probably introduced
 

into-Sierra Leone by the Ka'dingos and Susus who migt*ated!'f'r"om, Guine6-intol-


Sierra Leone and then settled -in ,Phe Northern Proyin66 bf::-SierraAeone
 

s".Ch wand-Stea -[1975]
 

For a, detailed,,tr'eatment of.this topic, u CY,
 

SO'fttimes the Lebanese merchants store, the gara inSacks'-wei0ing
 
40 pounds.and gara workers purchas6djhe gara in that'form 4.t',a p, ce' ;rapqe

OUI Le 6 (Le Jr, 00 - $1,10 US.) td Le e time the 'survey.Y. de

pendi ti 

on loca, on.
 

Information concerning the' oriq raft wasj s 0pol i eo by Hr".in I head of I V, sfo, MiHA.A the S*W-75cale 16duitr'' D_ 'i, in
 
:Trade dnd Indust ,y, -F eetovm, Chr, -fyft -t ontends'-0
od ed rjn' j4e" istbpher' ,119621 -dS 1 t"It4iOoth-was ,not,.,pr uc - 1850. s,1whenAhe tKaAingos',:an.
 

eid Intb,,'Si 6tan Leone - In~ h' ade AA IOJ 0 op Of"."Fob
whi'6 1160-l'ol ace -in,,Vater Sir Fyte re__eet', Tre 6fown", feOf tiOntry--Aoth', rather, :efap :',Thahdo'- jj',O,0',,,'[1971; , tth gara., po

in 06 ,6irly '"1920 .S 'of, R6gbane 41,lka-t6dAl erwitra d Ao
 
C a IJ60 Ka kila lb Ahe", adingo, migra :.Wno,,, qi
'-'area 0, __ih c e,enter of 

q! t 

ji 
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AN,1 9M 14 oA 
9, j ' Bo',-OCP 

:-each"f9 had:, jr 
000 

he 

n s ee, u Oy ns 

be -over.-,',I 4W"Of 'different tri bal 01gins'. are e6gageO a pro 
ductio' [Chuta ahd 00holmo 191.0 

The 'UseLof Sy9thetic Wst ff In-Sierra Leone
 

It -thwgaradyers in $ierra Leone depended on,- he 

use, of natural indigodyes until the early part of the 1950's,, Natural , 
Andigo-dyes have,some disadvantages, ,First, thCyr limited in colorare 

vari0ty, .,Gara dyers can produceAaPpas, wiWonly white,,blue or dark
 

blue color combinations. 'Second,'the.useofnatural indigo dyes involves
 

a lengthy process of preparing the dye solution. Third, since it i s d if­

ficult to control the concentration of the dye liquor at all times, na­

tural indigordyes,often produce uneven results.
 

Due to the limitations of the natural in'digo dyestuff, garaAyers':-in
 

Sierra Leone have begun using synthetic.dyes, Today, themost commonly
 

used syptheticd es in Sierra Leone areindanthren'and.'ca-ledon which are
 

imported from the Geerman'Fede'ral 'Republic and the nitedKingdom,-respec-_ 

vely. Other dyes use by gara dyers include the Procion-H (I.C.10-ind 

3Iton dyes, both imported from the United Kiq p . 

other tradttjonal dye used in.Sierra Ieg o1a nui .,Icola
acupinata)''Aye, Thisdye is obtained.by-_pounding kola nuts n :a mo , r 
p xing,,.the-pounded kolanut*ith water, and Sift.ing Ahe -conceptratisolution, .,When a, fab'ric- is died W th 'the- native indiqo-andko a nu ye,olutiohsiAbe'resUltant colors after dye:mj9ra on areda' P.z,,gt r reep.-6r: darkha eSrr
rwn,-s ,d 

LapOas mea pe appa s 
n,,the same 4s :wrappers,. I I equiWeht:A'O: ObOuti 

::two_ rd of _,el Oth I ch),may be of: ry'ji d 
n, 

CF or,Pore detaijs,' see', hut 9751 
,ri 

k­
fi 
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biffliciendi eAA h!kthe,;Use.NDfA5"th0tj MOVes U 

0 OtKai5 00cOw nSi er 
v4 

r w A J mtlest,46-_j VOP'" "'proces
pda Wph nd. 

An,*ei Outidn f4b 'aitios., e4sc - P0 , , -1!,;. 
soda.Ulphi r'fios" The ritit I -ra ios faffect'..t4 -06desand col or 

d" rietow OOMOO'th a ALYe 
Iast qss. Itho h I ye, AWOrz i n'f 
a 010 ite',shou comb o 11:1:1*' "si ,dyers, were,

ld be i ned in the ratio6d s h 
op Jwltddi tibn. most 

bse' v t ay little; attent on,',to' measuring heAYPs4, 
:ab -'th 40 s 61 UtiOn. Leftover 

dyers ,' ack: knowl edge out P proper,,stoe oe qf: 

dye -is' Ofte'n' poured i own the _drain rather, than preserved 66d; r'.6 1nf//4 e4 

for'le or use; 

?-.5,,.,Meth ed n Producir, Pattiy ns 

The-most cotwonly used methods of ,produci ng patterns':l ncl ude, machi ne 

sewjnq, ,ad t tch n9,with_,neqd1e,: dripping or, stampIng of,: ax or can 

on 6 e fabric, bun n tiOng -or blinding wi th cord 

gathering,.. folding, and1pleating or a.combination of any of the methods. 

The,',ke'y elemek in these methods is the production of dye-resist areas 

on '-fabric, 

1he zwst popular-designs that are pr'oduced,,* ra Oyers includ"the 

Cow, "457reco 'd",andL.LP-record" -all prbducO by:Ue' h'" d 
the, flein
 -me With 

siiuhl6gor sewing th6ds '9'0, bLi nd i n9 :te'chn i que s de-, 

ifs, .,such,ia pollo" 'or.sunburst'and 'the.." rainboto e& .,'Thp, 

'sodi dr hite
 

Soda here''re ers to,-:ca dc soda 6kide) and"'s' I p
 

f US 'i 

in -,s6di d
Te r,IAo um' y. rosulphit6. 7,
 

_2
 'd' ,46tdyps,-*hile-..ThO,'Kaj 4nd X6m 0 I Jn aOthre6
 
sj I e-,Caledo6 d
 

)7 
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