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A Notk oF CAUTION FOR TIE PROPER STORAGE OF
WHO Larvar Mosotivo Test Kirs

Joux E, Porrer,! Jons H. Heanes,! W, L.,
Jakon® axp G, Rozvem ¥

The need for exercising care in storing World
Health Organization Larval Mosquito Test Kits
and others containing cthyl alcohol (cthanol) was
pointed up in a recent laboratory analysis of such
materials which had given unusual reactions in
routine tests an dedes wegypti larvae at the Public
Health Service Quarantine Station, Miami, Florida,
The unusual effect of the insecticidal solutions and
the cthanal control materials on laevae, coupled
with moderately violent reaction when test -
terials were added o water, suggested abnarmal
test solut'ons, - Biological tests of the ethanol wlu-
tions at the Technical Development Laboratories.,
Communicable Discase Center, Public Fealth Sery-
ice, Savannah, Georgia, revealed that g9 1o 74 per-
cent mortality oceurred an aegyptr larvae held in
the control solution for 24 hours,  Chemical anal-
w¥sis of the sume solutions mdicated that they con-
tained a concentration of approximately b pet-
cent mphthalene,

In many entomological Laboratories, various in
secticides are kept in rooms or storage cabinets in
close proximity o one another. We found that
during the temporary storage of the test kits in
Washington, D. C., and in Miami, Florida, prior
to their use, they were kept near small supiplics
of naphthalene thikes.  However, they were stored

.

PASA

£.0.80m 19, Seveanad, Ga, 31402

in the unopened packages as received from WO,
with the sealed (polyethylene) plastic bottles con-
uining 5o ml. solutions of DT, BHC, and.or
dieldrin, respectively, along with the control bot-
tles of cthanol.  OF course, it is possible that con-
taimination of the cthanal occurred before the kits
were received by the Public Health Service,

In subsequeat biological tests, the Miany Quar-
antine Station: also noted that paradichlorobenzene
fumes can penctrate the sealwd plastic bottles, Tt,
too, is readily absorbed by the ethanol solutions.
Paradichlorobenzene-contaminated — cthanol  salu-
tions produced a more violent reaction than the
naplithalene-contaminated  material,

In vicw of the adverse effects of naphthalenc-
and  paradichlorohenzene-contaminated - solutions
on mosquito Larvae, it is important that storage
of WHO Larval Mosquita Test Kits near these
and possibly ather chemicals be avoided as long
as the test materials are kept in penetrable plastie
containers,
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