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PROGRESS REPORT No 1 

1 August - 31 October 1963 

1.0. Introduction. A contract between Cornell
 

University and the Agency for International Development,
 

AID/csd-296, was signed in mid-August 1963, taking ef­

fect from 1 August. This contract calls for the De­

partment of Anthropology of the University to acceler­

ate the process of analysis and reporting of results
 

of its long-term Comparative Studies of Cultural
 

Change for AID under its resecrch division. The pres­

ent report covers the initial three months of August,
 

September and October of 1963.
 

1.1. While some contract activity was initiated
 

by the Cornell University Department of Anthropology
 

during August, the acceleration effort was not really
 

structured and underway until September. Previous
 

commitments had to be fulfilled before personnel could
 

be re-assigned to this project in many cases. 
 Three
 

principal investigators, Professors Lauriston Sharp,
 

Morris E. Opler and Allan R. Holmberg, commenced work
 

on 15 August and devoted a month of the summer until
 

15 September to project activities. Henry F. Dobyns
 

took up full-time duties as coordinator as of 1 Septem­

ber 1963.
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2.0. Field Research. 
Fresh data were collected
 

during this quarter with contract funds to some extent
 

in Thailand, India and Peru.
 

2.1. Thailand. Professor Lauriston Sharp arrived
 

in Bangkok on 27 September 1963 to carry out new field
 

investigations planned prior to 
signature of the Univer­

sity contract with the Agency for International Develop­

ment which noneitheless fall within the scope of Agency
 

interest in the integration of socially isolated groups.
 

He is accompanied in the field by Dr. 
Lucien Hanks and
 

Dr. Jane Richardson Hanks, ds well as 
his wife, Mrs.
 

Ruth Sharp. 
 Sharp visited Bang Chan, the rice-growing
 

village that has been studied intermittently by Cornell
 

anthropologists for 
a number of years. His current re­

search concerns, however, the tribal peoples inhabiting
 

the hills of northern Thailand. The trioal areas 
are
 

currently subject to invasion by memberE of the Thai
 

dominant group in the country, so 
that the expedition
 

is collecting data on 
the process of integration in a
 

country where little previous attention has been paid
 

to the transculturation of tribal peoples. 
 Mrs. Sharp
 

is paying special attention to the folk art 
of the
 

tribesmen, and changes in their artistic traditions due
 

to changing circumstances of social relationships. Drs.
 

Hanks and Richardson will serve as consultants to the
 

Comparative Studies of Cultural Change. 
 Contract funds
 



-3­

are providing only supplemental financing for this 
ex.
 

pedition, since it 
was planned before the contract was
 

executed and financed primarily from non-contractual
 

sources,
 

2.2. India. A Ph. D. candidate in anthropology at
 

Cornell University, Ir. Partap Aggarwal, returned to
 

his native India in October with some financial assis­

tance from contractual funds. Besides carrying out re­

search for his own purposes, 1r, Aggarwal will visit
 

Senapur, site of long-term Cor:uell researcii on the
 

Gangetic Plain, in order to collect data 
on the effects
 

of recent industrialization and urbanization in nearby
 

areas for the Comparative Studies of Cultural Change.
 

Dr. Rudra Datt Singh, currently working with the
 

Government of India, is also collecting new data on
 

these changes involving his hometown.
 

2.3. Peru. The Field Director of the Cornell Peru
 

Project in Vicos, Dr. !.ario C. Vazquez, began working
 

intensively on the acceleration project early in Sept­

ember. He spent 
the preceding summer in the Departmental
 

capital city of Huaraz as instructor for a group of
 

students taking part in the Cornell-Columbia-Harvard-


Illinois Summer Field Program in Latin-American Cultures.
 

Just over forty-five per cent of Dr. Vazquez's salary
 

for the year I September 1963 to 31 August !.964 will be
 

drawn from contractual funds. The remainder will come
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from foundation grant funds. Hli'will work virtually
 

full time on t1he accelerated program of analysis and
 

reporting. Between the departure of the summer students
 

and the end of October, Dr. Vazquez worked intensively
 

collecting genalogical data for the analysis of uni­

linear kin groups which constitute one of the fNudamen­

tal social structures of the V!,cos population, and
 

making a preliminary analysis of the information.
 

Mr. Oscar Alers, a graduate student in sociology
 

at Cornell University, spent the three months covered
 

by this report in Vicos continuing his re-study of the
 

value system of the local Indians. The Cornell Method­

ology Study interviewed many Vicos residents in 1953.
 

Alers undertook to re-study the same population ten
 

years later in order to try to measu~'e in some detail
 

shifts in values held at Vicos. The earlier study
 

found values derived almost in their entirety from the
 

former corporate manor system under which the people of
 

Vicos had lived until the end of 1951. Although the
 

Cornell Peru Project gradually abolished the manorial
 

system between late 1951 and the end of 1956, many Vicos
 

residents did not yet perceive the manor system as ser­

iously altered in 1953. In 1963 the people of Vices
 

had lived under a system of great local autonomy and
 

self-determination since 1957. Alers was supported dur­

ing September and October from contract funds because
 



his research is not only of great significance in assess­

ing the change7 wrought by the Vicos experiment in a
 

rural Andean Indian population, but also for providing
 

data on value shifts to compare with those occurring in
 

the other areas studied.
 

Because of the prolonged un­2.4. Puerto Rico. 


certainty preceeding final signature of the contract
 

between Cornell University and the Agency for Inter­

national Development, Dean Dorothy Dulles Bourne aad
 

Mr. James R. Bourne had already committed themselves to
 

a number of local activities in and around Rhinebeck,
 

N. Y., by August. It took some weeks for them to ful­

fill these obligations s- a.i to free themselves for
 

field investigation in Puerto Rico. They met with Drs.
 

A. R. Holmberg and H. F. Dobyns for a conference in New
 

York City on 16 September. They later visited the other
 

senior investigators on the Comparative Studies of Cul­

tural Change project on the Ithaca I
campus of Cornell 

They began full-time work onUniversity o' 17 October. 


1 October. Dean Bourne worked up a preliminary question­

naire by the 17 October conference, and Mr. Bourne pre­

pared a check list for collecting information on govern­

mental programs.
 

3.0. On-Campus Analysis. The process of analyz­

ing data collected in the various areas of concentration
 

of the Cornell Comparative Studies of Cultural Change
 



-6­

indeed began to accelerate markedly durin-,the first
 

quarter of operations under the Agency for International
 

Development contract. This acceleration became appar­

ent most immediately in the matter of data processing
 

for research project files. Physically, the project
 

began operating in Cornell University space already
 

assigned to the component research projects. The Cor­

nell Peru Project occupied a small office in a suite at
 

304 Rand Hall where Mr. Dobyns continued to work. 'Ir.
 

Opler's part-time secretary worked in his teaching of­

fice at 220 Morrill Hall. 'r. Holraber-'s and !r. Dob­

yns' secretaries were established. in 400D White Hall in
 

an area already assigned to Prof. Opler Zor the India
 

Project. Some equipment was provided by the University.
 

3.1. Comparison. Contractual funds provided Mr.
 

Dobyns wi'th a full-time secretary, ?'rs. Marilyn Cartier,
 

from 23 September 1963. Mrs. Cartier spent most of the
 

remainder of this first quarter typing correspondence
 

and Vicos file materials. She reproduced a student
 

report on a Roman Catholic jungle mission in Ecuador
 

for project use.
 

(a) Contractual funds provided Mr. Dobyns with a
 

graduate research assistant, Miss JoL.lJe Adlerblum. She
 

spent some time abstracting articles published in Span.
 

ish dealing with the Andean region. She also analyzed
 

data collected during the summer in a Guatemala City
 

suburb.
 



-7­

(b) Mr. Robert iicDougall, an architect be-inning
 

graduate study in anthropology, began working on an
 

hourly basis as draftsman and artist for the project
 

on 21 October 1963. His drawing skills are to be util­

ized as occasion demands by all the principal investi­

gators on a part-time basis.
 

3.2. Thailand. Contractual funds provided Prof.
 

Lauriston Sharp with a graduate research assistant,
 

Mr. Delmos Jones. Jones spent his time during Septem­

ber and October working up fi.e material on the Thai­

land Project, preparatory to Sharp's return next aca­

demic year to utilize his files for writing, and to
 

make them more readily available to other investigators.
 

3.3. India. Contractual funds provided Prof. M.
 

E. Opler with a half-time secretary, I-rs. Patricia
 

Allan, from 16 September 1963. Contractual funds also
 

provided Ar. Opler with a graduate research assistant,
 

Mr. Srinivasi Mani, who has spent a good deal of his
 

time on the translation of proverbial materials from
 

Senapur and Rankhandi.
 

3.4. Andean Region. Contractual funds provided
 

Prof. A. R. Holmberg with a full-time secretary, Mrs.
 

iay Hanna, from 16 September 1963. She has spent the
 

period until the end of October keeping project books
 

and typing a variety of research materials.
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(a) Contractual funds provided Mr. Holmberg with
 

a graduate research assistant, Hiss Ann Bodine. Like
 

the other three graduate research assistants working
 

on the Comparative Studies of Cultural Change, Miss
 

Bodine works twenty hours each work, in accord with
 

Cornell University practice for graduate assistants.
 

She promptly undertook the translation of a cultu."al
 

history of the town of Viru, on the Peruvian coast,
 

studied by Holmberg in 194T7-1948, and re-checked to
 

some extent by Cornell Peru Project personnel in 1960.
 

Miss Bodine is fluent in both English and Spanish.
 

(b) Contractual funds provided a research assis­

tant, Mrs. Sarah F. Stone, working on an hourly basis
 

beginning 23 September 1963. She is reorganizing the
 

file of field notes collected by numerous investigators
 

at Vicos, Peru. As 1Irs. Stone classified field notes,
 

Mrs. Cartier began typing those written in English and
 

Mrs. Lizbeth P. de Ibarra those written in Spanish, when
 

additional copies proved necessary. (Mrs. Ibarra is 
a
 

Cornell Peru Project secretary paid from foundation
 

grant and Peace Corps contract funds who worked on the
 

acceleration program overtime.) 
 Mrs. Stone coded during
 

this quarter several score sheets of field notes not
 

previously integrated into the file.
 

4.0. Scientific Papers Read. No scientific papers
 

were read by participants in the project during this
 

initial quarter.
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5.0. Scientific Reports Transmitted. No scien­

tific reports were transmitted to the research division
 

of the Agency for International Development during this
 

first quarter of contract operations. Mrs. Cartier
 

mimeographed Santa Clara by Brian Sherman with date of
 

1 Octoter 1963. This is a summer student's description
 

of a Roman Catholic mission station in the Fcuadorian
 

share of the Amazon 3asin. Copies are available for
 

consultation in the project offices although it was
 

not deemed appropriate to submit this working paper as
 

a report to the Agency.
 

6.0. Scientific Reports Published. During this
 

first quarter of contract operations, the following
 

scientific reports were published by the principal in­

vestigators. They resulted from previous research and
 

analysis, and not from contractual activities.
 

6.1. !orris E. Opler
 

(a) "Testing and Evolutionary Theory," Human
 

Organization, 22:2 (Summer) 159-162.
 

(b) "Cultural Anthropology: An Addendum to a
 

'Working Paper'," American Anthropologist, 65:4 (Aug.)
 

897-903.
 

(c) Review, Hlotes on Technology and the 'Moral
 

Order by Alvin W. Gouldner and Richard A. Peterson,
 

American Anthropologist, 65:4 (Aug.) 965-968.
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6.2. Henry F. Dobyns
 

"Tubac: Where Some Eneuies Rotted," Arizona
 

Quarterly, 19:3 (Autumn) 229-232.
 

T.O. Public Service Activities. The participants
 

in the Comparative Studies of Cultural Change were 
cal­

led vpon to engage in a certain number of public service
 

activities during this first quarter, mainly in the form
 

of public lecturing and advisory meetings.
 

7.1. On 14 October 1963, Mr. Dobyns spoke to the
 

organization of wives of General Electric company 
em­

ployees in Ithaca, New York, 
on the achievements of the
 

Vicos experiment.
 

7.2. Professor Allan R. Holmberg fulfilled the
 

following public service commitments during this period:
 

(a) 5 August, lecture "Problems of Community
 

Development" at 
Civil Affairs School, Fort Gordon, Ga.
 

(b) 20-.21 September, meeting, Economic Committee,
 

Agency for International Development, Washington, D. C.
 

(c) 27-29 September, meeting, Latin American
 

Science Board, National Academy of Sciences, Washington,
 

D. C.
 

(d) 11 October, selection board meeting, Columbia­

Cornell-Harvard-Illinois Interuniversity Summer Field
 

Studies Program, New York City.
 

T.3. Professor Morris E. Opler also took part in
 

several committee and board meetings during this period.
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(a) Advisory Committee on Research and Develop­

ment, Association for Asian Studies, New York, 26 Sept.
 

(b) Centennial, National Academy of Scienees,
 

Washington, D. C., representing the American Anthropo­

logical Association, on 21-24 October.
 

(c) Board of Trustees, American Institute of
 

Indian Studies, Philadelphia, Penna., on 25 October.
 

7.4. Dr. Mario C. Vazquez delivered four public
 

lectures in Spanish to groups in Peru.
 

(a) "Vicos y la Reforma Agraria Peruana," (Vicos
 

and Peruvian Agrarian Reform) at the Universidad Na­

cional Agraria outside Lima on 3 September.
 

(b) "Vicos y el Proyecto Peru-Cornell" (Vicos
 

and the Cornell Peru Project), to the Asociacion de
 

Profesores de la Gran Unidad Escolar de Huaraz, the
 

largest secondary school teachers' union in the An­

cash Departmental capital, on 6 September.
 

(c) "Transformacion de las Aaciendas Anclinas en
 

Cooperativas de Produccion," (Transformation of Andean
 

Manors into Producers' Cooperatives) to the Asociacion
 

de Agronomos Economistas del Peru -- Agricultural
 

Economists' Union -- on 18 September in Lima. This
 

lecture enlarged upon administrative memoranda prepared
 

at the request of officials of the Peruvian government
 

by Drs. Dobyns and Vazquez previously. They are cur­

rently engaged in elaborating this presentation with
 

comparative material.
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(d) "La Antropologia y los Antropologos 
en el
 

Peru," 
 (Anthropology Lnd Anthropologists in Peru) to
 

the Colegio Nacional Nuestra Segora de las 
!ercedes de
 

Carhuaz-- the National Secondary School of Our Lady of
 

Mercy -- in Carhuaz, Ancash, on 
15 October.
 

-- Henry F. Dobyns
 

Original submission
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Modified report submitted
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