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The Wational Rat Control Program
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A number of observations have important bearing on the creation

of certain guidelines for tue national ral control program now in

operation. First, it is found that excessive ¢rop losses in ricg need
not necessarily be directly associated to wastelands zince mere
Itroduction of farming innawations. as in multible cropping through
systerns of irrigation, may actusily wWiggeyr cyuaily ShliuvoSin L 20T
fasler development of rodent problems. Secondly, it is found that there
is no direct ratio batween field losses in rice to rodent numbers over a
Thenm Hema norind and that, thirdlv. there is no gignificant difference in
crop losses obtained between Masagana 99 supervised and non-program
rainfed planiations in major rice production areas of the country. The
fourih, and probably a more compelling cbservation, is the assessment
thal about 90 parcent of all paddies examined before harvest contain
"measurable camage' as a result of rat depredetion. -

Ve nowe, therefore, thet the lnea nf 4,34 percent attributed to
ratg in FY 1875-78, estimated to value some™ 350, 00U, 00U, would be
more than suflicient ground to look into the operations of the national
program over an irmpact arez estimated to range between 600, UGU to
800, GO0 kectares, about one~half of which is Wwithin toe Masagana 99
rice productioa area. I would like to outline and discuss with you the
various components and mecranisms of the national program, including
practical rodent control aspects relevant to Philippine agricaliure.

Two decades of reseercn and experierice provide a valid approzch
in changing our objective of rodent control from one viich focuses
attention on tne number of rats killed, and thus sets extinciion as a goal,
to another which simply airas to reduce demage below intolerable lewvels
through proper mapagement of rat 'populations based on available economic
and technical resources. Understandably, partial control merely creates
more room for survivers to he ketter sheliered and fed and tkis more coffen
regulis in prompt populetdcn rebound as an offshoot of stimulated repro-
duction. .
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* Cpief, Section on Rodents and Cther Vertebraie Pests, Bureau of Plant
Industry, Manila and Deputy Director, Rodent Researc: Center, College
Lapuna.
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The effective removal of large and widespread field rat populations
and long-term maintenance of residue animals at a level below that
causing intclerable field losses must as well be attained by employing
reductional sysiems at = cost muc. less than e damage they are to
relieve. IMo gingle rat control method is known to equal the resulls
obtaired as when various reductional procedures, such as lethal
baiting, physical extermination, natural predation, habitat manipulation
and proper culiural practices, are utilized in support of the other.

The choice and adoption of gugtained anticoagulant baiting as the
principal tool onto wiich t™e national rat control program is anchored
reflect on the success of Philippine technology, through the laboratories
of the Rodent Resear ch Center and the Philippine-German Crop
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of caronic zodentlmdes well within the reach of farmer-users.
Conversely, the prograim recommends total bamning of sodium fluoro-
acetate (Compound 1080) and fluoroacetamide (1081) from further uszge
in local rat Ccomirol activinies L view oL Wig boverw whviodlnionizl
backlash both had created in our ecosystems. I recommends however
the selective and non-repetitive employment of zine piogpride where
the need to reduce widespread rat erupticas arises.

National priorities and funding limitations have created two
operational butf inlerlinked areas of activity within tre program -
the Masagena 92 and non~program rice production areas -~ wixre U
Burcau of Plant Industry (BFI), the national crop protection implementing
agency, oversees the whole operation including date monitoring, control
evaluation znd programming of municipal, provincial and regional
activities. The Rcdent Research Center and the Prilippine~German
Crop Pretection Program Handles the role ag technical support agencies,
among which personnel development through iraining is a major function. .

T'wo major innovetions are programmed as part of the Masagana 99
area of activity. £ ¥ 50 loan per farmer per hectare per season for
the purchase of needed rodenticides, bait and baiting materials is part
of the packaged scherne to secure his needs to esiablish proper rat
control. Similarly, 212 production technicians from various agencies
(Bureau of Plant Indusiry, Bureaw of Agriculiural Extension and
Department of Agrarian Reform) involved in the Wasagana 99 program
are commitied to tnderiake active managementi of rat control activities
in their respective areas of operation. These innovations have revo-
Iutionized rodent control in the most modern aspects of activity.
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The Bureau of Plant Industry has, in its coverage of non-program
rice areas, combleiely ceased extending material doles in the form ol
rodenticide to the farming sector, Doleouts have heen identified to
have rauch Jess result in bringing about effective rat conirol in recipient
areas. Lack of visibilily in resulis hag largely been associated to
misuse and mishandling of relief compounds.. Appropriate studies are
wnder way looking info poscible sources of funding to secure similar
loang Tor non-Masagana 98 farmers involved in redent control.
Meanwhile, the application of 33, A. 3942 (Rat Act) iz in force in these
areas concentrating generally on community-wide physical extermination
and seleclive poisoning campaigns.

The role of the regional, provincial and municipal development
councile in bringing about close rapport in community rat control
thrnanah rne hreaneony 12vel re e s Lo e Lo ey we sac curront coneoet

of national rat control. With but slight modifications this has been the
framework of organized Prilippine rat control in the past.
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