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Background Information

This work was prepared on the basis of material collected
by the author, as a member of the "Columbia-Cornell-Harvard-
Nlinois Summer Field Studies in Peru Program,® The program
was carried out in three districts, one of them Viru, of the
province of Trujillo, Dopartment of La Libertad, between June 15
and September 15, 1964,

The investigation originally intended to attempt to use the
geneological method arnd technique to study the social structure of
the town of Viru, Circumstances previnted us from carrying out
this plan immodiataly.l/Wa took into consideration, moreover, the
fact that one of the most important aspects of the local and
regional socio-cultural context is the problem of the agricultural
land, This became especially true during the period of our re-
search, bocause of the promulgation of the Law of Agrarian Reform
of May, 1964 (Peru, 1964a) we decided to collect materinl cone
cerning the agriculture and society of the valley of Viru.

Our research could not limit itself only to the town of
Viru because, as will be seen in the development of the project and
in the finnl section of this report, the town and the district of
Viru depend, almost entirely, upon the agricultural land tenure
system in force in the valleys within the district®s jurisdiction,

The miterinl was obtained from the sources of official inforw
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mation (District Council, Minister of Agriculture, Viru, Technieal
Water Administration and others); and from going to the estates
to interview thoir owners or minagers, and tho directors and oxe

directors of the "cooperative,” and also tho colonos, The parti-

cipant-observee tochnique was used for collecting complementary

information,

Objective and importance
This paper has as its object to describe and analyze the

land tenure system in the valley of Viru and the social implicnm
tions of that tenure system. WNaturally the investigation is not
complete, but even so I t-liove it will have some utility for

scholars who are interested in land tenure and perhaps also for
the state organizations charged with administering the Agrarian

Reform Law,

Methodological Problems

The first problem that arose was the determination of the
area to be investigated, due to the fact that Viru is the name of
a river, of a district, of a valley, and of the capital city of
the district. \
It was necessary to be discerning about this mattoi, because

in the available reports, which are of stato; semi-state, or prie

vate origin, "Viru" is sometimes used to refer to the ontiro
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district, other times only to the valley, and other times only

to the town itself, To this problem is added the extreme
geographical mobility of the informants, the majority of whom have
lived in or depend on activities in different parts of tho same
district, This permits them to have a general view of the entire
district and therofore their reports are not very specific with
regard to area,

Another problem is related to the adequate use of the follow-
ing sources:

1) Birth registry of the District Council of Viru, In the
registry are inscribed the births which took place within the
jurisdiction of the District. There are also some exceptional
inscriptions of births which took place in towns belonging to other
districts, for example the province of Otuzco,

I believe it necessary to indicate that Viruneros born
in hospitals in Trujillo wore registered in Trujillo and not in
Viru, This custom is common_ among the ‘wealthy¥ families or
families of Trujillian origin who have residences in both Viru
and Trujillo,

In the same way weo find in the registers that there are
fewer people born in the rural zone than in the town proper, even
though the rural arez contains the larger population, This is
due to the preference of women who live in the country to give

birth in the town where they own houses,
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2) Roports of the I'inistry of Agriculture. The follow
ing have boen consultod:

A) Statistics on cultivated areas and statistics on
production prepared by the Departmental Office of La Libortad,
in Trujillo, The datar corresponding to Viru for 1962 are rot
spocified; production is given jointly for the valleys of Viru
and Chao, Even though the office hns departmental rank, the
data that it possosses have beoen recompiled in rolation to the
valleys and not to the political jurisdiction. For this roason
the area and production of the astates situated on the right
bank of the Santa River remain unknown though theso haciondas
aro under the/~jurisdiction of the district of Viru,

B) Bulletin of the Bureau of Agrarisn Inspoction and
Control - Department of Food Crop Administration (Depart-
mento do Control de Cultivos Alimenticios), The data on Viru
for the year 1962 cannoti be distinguished bocause thoy are
intograted with the Chao Valley figures and the total produc-
tion of tho Chao and Viru valloys reported. The reports of this
bulletin do not agree with those presented by the Department
Offico, even though the datar of both correspond to the same
year,

C) Tho List of Irrigators mado by the Technical Water
Administration of the l'oche and Viru Rivers, The List is for

tho year 1961 and is a product of the Trujillo office. The



data from this sourco refer exclusively to the walley of Viru,
and it is for this reason that I have analyzod them in greater
dotail finding the following doficiencies:

a) Inaccuracy of tho nimos listed in tho List;
this could bo an orror of tho data-collector or of the typist.
Wo have, for examplo, Manuola which appoars as Manual, Espinales
as Espinal, ote, These orrors havo complicated tho identification
of tho proprietors of the land,

b) The agricultural lands irrigated with subw
terranean wator aro not included,

¢) The areas indicated for the estates do not
correspond in roality to tho arable land but the total area of
the properties including the non-arable land.

d) Tt is not specifiod which lands areo worked
directly by the proprietors and which are worked under the
colonato and sharecropping systoms,

o) Tho List has not beon brought up to date but
continuos to consider as propriotors persons who died many yoars
ago, or persons who havo sold the property to others, even those
who have migrated from Viru,

f) The roport of tho List is useful for deter-
mining the degrec of division of proporty, but not for a study of
tenancy, ﬁnless the researchor vorifios the presont reality as

has boen necessary to prepare the prosent report,
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3) Consuses, I have used tho published District totals and
the unpublished fileos of theo Census Bureau concorning smaller popu~
lated areas within the District from tho censuses of 1940 and
1961, With regard to 1940 I should indicate that tho population
of Viru is enlarged because of tho inclusion of the laborers
(1,328 men) of the guino islands of Guanipe., These men belonged
to other district jurisdictions, By chance they wero engagod in
tho seasonal harvest of gunno at the time whon the census was mnde,
This harvest takes placo every few years and, as is natural, for
the purposes of this investigation the transitory population of
the islands has been omitted, This typo of population was
not onumorated in 1961,

The 1961 data on population units smaller than the District
have not yet been published, but we obtained them directly from
the office of the Bureau of Stotistics and Consuses of the
National Planning Instituto,

4) Internal migration, Another problom which I should
mention in this section has to do with the internal migration of
the population residing in the district of Viru, BEssontially,
the nativo Virunero and the foreigner, particularly tho latter,
are characterized by 2 high degrec of geographical mobility.

The migrants to Viru at tho beginning have no stability, They
change residences frequently,; going from estate to estate in

search of better working and living conditions, Rare are the



cases of people who havo lived more than two generations on

the same estate, Consequently, it is difficult to speak about
traditional cultural patterns except for the town of Viru whero
the groator porcontage (64%) of tho population is native to

the town,

Contact botwoen the population of tho estates with that
of the towns comos about during the numerous local fostivals,
when administrative actions tako place in some distriet office,
when tios of compadrazgo are maintainod and, most fresuently,
when the colonos oducate their children in the towm schools.

5) As the last problem rolatqg/tgo subject of rescarch
wo have tho attitude and conduct of the landlords or leaders
and of the colonos themselvos toward the investigator,

During the period when the material for this investigation
was being collected the landowmers, colonos and the _pgones of
the estates faced » crisis due to the Agrarian Reform Law,

Thoy 21l exercised forothought and took preocautions with the
objoct of obtaining better advantages when the law in question
is applied, They wore careful about "spios® and therefore

the preosenco of tho investigator interested in problems of the
tonancy of the agricultural land created an attitude of fear,
suspicion, and lack of confideonce toward him, At thc beginning
the proprietors and the colonos considered him an agent sent

by the opposing group., This doubt was intensified whon the



investigator tried to interview the representatives of each

one of the groups in conflict,

For these roasons much information gathered during the

first weoks turned out to be partially
made it necessary to rosort to porsons
mentioned groups, but having knowledge
order to verify tho degree of veracity
gathered, In this way it was possible

in operation and the number of colonos

the majority of the estates and fundos,

After all these considorations of

or totally false, This
outside the above

of the matter, in

of the information

to identify theo system

and sharecroppers on

mothodological problems,

I beliove it convenient to doscribo, even though only briefly,

the district of Viru, to then be able to give more attention

to tho problem of agricultural land ownorship and tenancy

in the Viru Valley.
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THE DISTRICT OF VIRU AND ITS CAPITAL

1, Geographical orientation
The district of Viru is the largest of the department of

s Libortad, It is situated right on the coast of northern Peru
betwoen the 455 and 530 kilometers of tho Pan-Ameriean Highway
north of Lima, It is crossed from East to West by the Rio Viru
and Rio Chao whose tributaries descend from the Andoan Province
of Santiago de Chuco, The Rio Santa serves as a boundary between
tho contiguous districts of Viru and Santa, tho latter of which
belongs to the province of Santa, in Ancash Department. Thus,

in the district are located the valleys of Viru, Chao, and the
right bank of the Rio Santa,

Its capital is San Pedro of Viru, located in the valley of
Viru and known as "the town% in the district.

The islands of Guanape or Huanape, located opposite the
bluff and bay of the same namo, are under the political juris-
diction of tho district of Viru, a fact which is unknown to almost
all Viruneros including the authorities, possibly because the
islands are under tho administrative jurisdiction of the port of
Salaverry, According to Stiglich (1922:516), the islands are
19 miles from Salaverry.

With regard to the means of communication, besides the Pane

American highway which crosses it from South to North and to
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which the town is joinod by a paved, threo kilometer road, the
district has unsurfaced, sandy roads and trails which make
possible communication with all tho ostates and population
contors of tho area,

Hagnificont transportation sorvicos aro provided by trucks,
buses, pickups, and collective taxis, which are used to transport
passengors and cargo from Viru to Trujillo, Lima, and intormeodiate
stops,

Bosides tho sorviceos montioned., the Virunoros at any hour
of the day uso tho services of the buses and collective autos
that travel over the Pan-American Highway in order to travel to
the towms and eities along tho coast,

Services of telephone, mail and tolograph function in the
town, although the latter two sorvicos are vory deficiont, Theso
same services already existed in 1947 (Munez P, 1951:57). ™wo
estates have privato radio transmitters and recoivors,

The district authorities and their officos aro concontratled
in tho town of Viru, capital of tho district. Besidos tho officos
of the District Govornor, tho District Mayor, Justico of the
Peaco, Court, and the Civil Guard Posts which aro found in othor
district capitals, thoreo are tho officeos of tho tax colloctors
and of the Technical "ator Commission (part of the Ministry of
Agriculturo), At tho Puonte do Viru thero is a Civil Guard highw

way traffic control post,
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On all the estates there are private cooducational schools
which are accredited by the governmont and in the town there are

fivo primary schools and 2 coeducational municipal secondary school.

2, Population and occupation

According to the last two n~tional censuses,; tho population
of the district was as follows:

Table Number 1

Population of theo District of Viru by valles and islands

Viru Cheo Santa Isla Total

1940 4,850 606 605 " 328 7,389

1961 8,166 602 745 c——— 9,513
If wo oxamine the totals in this tablo wo will seo that there was
a 22.33% incroaso in population, but actually it was a 36, 294
increase due to tho fact that in 1940, 1,328 transitory workors were
counted, This was oxplainsd previously in the paragraph on
consusos  (page 7).

The above mentioned transitory workers were those who enlarged

tho numerical difference butween mon and women, as wo will seo in

the chart which follows,



Table Number 2

District Population by Sex

Yoar Mon Perceont Yomen Porcent Total
1940 k4,828 65% 2,561 35% 75389
1961 5,078 53% L,435 W7 9,513

It should be cloarly establishod that, not counting the
migrant workers of the guano islands, the district always has
more men than women due to the fact that the majority of Andoan
nigrants are male,

The Birth Statistics Register of tho District Council of
Viru gave us important «ata on the compositden of the population
of Viru, With regard to the origin of the parents, the entries
of the last three years give us an indication:

Table Number 3

Origin of tho Paronts

Fathors Mothers
Yoar Virunero % Outsider % Virunero % Outsidor %
1961 _ 204 21 276 29 203 21 277 29
1962 228 22 285 28 226 22 287 28
1963 217 23 263 27 203 21 277 29

We see that the groater percent of tho fathers and mothers
are of oxtra-valley origin, Tt should be added that many of
those who count as Viruneros are offspring of outsiders sottled in
the district, so that the majority of the population is of out-

side origin,
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To complete the picture of this section of the population,
I prosent othor data on their origin:
Table Numbor &

Rogional Origin of tho Paronts

Serranos Costonos Solvaticos
Yoar Fathors Mothors % Fathors Mothors %  Fathers Mothors

1961 212 232 80 63 L5 20 1 0
1962 226 230 80 59 57 20 0 0
1963 211 22 81 51 52 19 1 1

Hore we see that during the throeo years the 80% of tho paronts
wore outsiders who came from the Andean districts of Ta Libertad,
Cajamarca and Ancash, The majority came originally from mountain
ostates and hamlets; in practice thoy aro peasants who continue
in the same farming occupation under the condition of peones,
aparceros, or colonos,

The Costenos come from districts similar to Viru but are not
all farmers, Some serve as employees, teachors, police, drivers,
masons, etc,

In spite of having heterogeneous origins and differonces of
interests, the residents of the district have common elements
which integrate them socially and culturally. Among thoso ares
agricultural activity, because almost all feel thomselvos as and
identify themselves as farmors; the language and tho schools,
bocause all speak Spanish; political partisanship, since, oxcluding

the population center, in the rural zone almost all are or feol



-15 ~

themselves identified with a singlo political party; the many
religious fostivals each of which gives the opportunity to more
than fifty persons to participato actively as devotoes, otec,

It seems that togethor with the immigrant sector of the
Virunera population has come the problom of illigitimate children,
This will be treated in greater detail in a future report, but

Somo conclusions based on the birth reogister may be advanced

heres
Table Number 5

Logitimacy and Tlegitimacy of the Children

Logitimate INlegitimate
Yoar lales _Females % ¥ales _ Fomales % Totals
1961 108 100 L3 141 131 57 480
1962 126 115 Lo 136 136 53 513
1963 105 105 44 130 140 56 480

As tho Table shows, 55% of the children born in tho last
three years are illegitimato, and the ma jority of them aro the
ploduct of extra-marital relations betweon outsiders,

As has been mentioned earlior, the population of tho dis-
trict is engaged Predominantly in agriculturc and the followw

ing data prove its



Table Number 6

Occupations of Fathers

Qccupations 1961 4 1962 % 1963 %
Farmer 381 79.4 418 81,5 361 75.2
Tractor driver, mechanic 15 3.1 17 3.3 18 3.8
Chauffeur 18 3.8 24 4.7 21 4.4
Merchant 16 3.3 20 3.9 13 2.7
Employee 11 2,3 5 1,0 9 1.9
Specialist: mason,

builder, carpenter, etc, 12 2,5 6 1.2 11 2.3
Loborer and journeyman 10 2.1 7 1.4 22 L6
Barber, tailor, shoemaker 7 1.5 7 1.4 9 1.9
Professional L 0.8 2 0.4 L 0,8
Fisherman L 0,8 3 0.6 4 0,8
Police 1 0,2 0 2 0,4
Driver, machinist 1 0,2 1 0,2 1 0,2
Student 0 1 0.2 1 0.2
Musician 0 1 0.2 0
Undetermined 0 1 0.2 4 0,8
Totals 480 513 480

During the last three years 79.4%; 81,5% and 75.2% respectively,
of the fathers (presumably the majority are heads of households)
were identified as farmers, a2side from other occupations rei~ted

to agriculture.
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3. Exploitive activities

In the jurisdiction of the District of Viru are found the
valloys of Viru, Chao, and Santa (right bank), and a large nart
of them aru oxploitod by estates and fundos which are charace
torised by the dynamism of their activitios,

One of the most important oxploitative activities is AEYim
culture, but in addition, as complementary activities, dairy
farming, goat-rdising, and avienlturc stand out. Cattle farme
ing, which had its culmination in the first quarter of the presont
contury on almost all tho estates of the district, is gradually
dying out; at present only three ostates have dairy catile and
on a small scalo, Most prominent in this respect is the hacienda
Languche, in the valley of Santa, whore the groatest extonsion
of tho cultivation of alfalfa oxists, Also tho colonos and small
proprietors hzave from two to twenty head of cattle for milk pro~
duction and the use of bulls for ploughing, The goat herd is for
the reproduction of kids which aro highly valued for the propara-
tion of the regioral meals of tho lorth Coast area,

Tho estatos have horseus for tho use of their personnel,
while the colonos, sharocroppers and small farmers only have
donkeys for riding and to use as draft animals, Ono of the estates
has bogun rabbit breeding, Guinea pips and domesticatod fowls
are raised empirically by most farmers, especially by the colonos.
Finally, two siall farmers are engaged in bee-keeping and own

several dozon beohivos,
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The ~haracteristics of the most important activity of
the district will now be described, According to reports of
the residents, agriculture begen to bo more developed beginning
in 1961, especially in the valley of Viru, as a rosult of the
partial solution to the scarcity of water. This partial
solution was obtained by using pumps for extracting subterranean
water, by techrical improvements, and by intensification, The
acceptanue of the agriculbtural products in the national market
also helpcd,

Water is still a limiting factor on the production because
tho rivers that flow down from the mountains are characterized
by their irrogular volume, because drilling wolls and installation
of pumps is limited to a certain sector of better-cff farmors
due to tho high cost, and bhecause the owners of ostates provent
their colonos from installing wolls and pumps,

The estates situated on the right bank of the Rio Santa, in
spito of having an abundance of wator, suffer a temporary scarcity
due to the fact that the main sluice gate at th. intorsection of
several irrigation canals 4s destroyed during the summer months,
According to the revort of the administrator of one of the estates,
thoy spond an average of $7,460 annually on the conservation of
the main water gato and the defenses designed to protect the crops

planted near the banks of the river,
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The estates of the district fulfilled and are fulfilling a
very important role due to the technological improvements and
intensification of their agricultural operations, especially in the
last two years, Thus, of the twolve formally established agria
cultural businosses, eight are under the diroction of agrono-
mists, the majority of them young, who are giving a great modern
impetus to agriculture, although thoy leave much to be desired in
the social aspect, as will he demonstratod whon the valloy of
Viru is dealt with in detail,

Tho worlc of plowing, weoding, control of plague and diseases
and harvesting .is carried out thru the use of modern machinery
and the results are superior in quality and quantity to those
obtained in the traditional way with the use of animals and logions
of day-labourers, Parallel with the new techniques of working new
types of tillage and techniques of fortilizing have been intro-
duced, Thesc changes, which also have been accepted by the

colonos and aparceros of the estates, aro imitated by the small

farmers,

There now exists the aim and oxperiments to obtain up to two
crops per year on tho same land, in spito of the fact that the
loss optimistic feel satisfied to obtain only throe crops in two
yoars because they know that the harsh winters retard the crovs,

The following is a Trble which prosents production in the

valleys of Chao and Viru, These are partial data of the district



bocause the Table does not include the right bank of the valley
of the Rio Santa where two rice and maize producing estates are
located, The Table will nonetheless serve as a reference point

to reinforce my recent findings in Viru,

Tablo Number 7

Areas of cultivation in the valleys of Viru and Chao. come
pared to the areas of the Province of Trujillo, of the
Department/of La Libertad and of the Peruvian coast in

general.g_
Viru-Chao Prov. Trujillo Dept. Libertad Poru gecat

Food Crons Estates Estatos Estates Fstates
Maize 3,388,50  10,735.70 12,059,10 61,012,47
Sueet Potato 678.99 1,691,09 1,697,09 6,666,16
Kidney boan L21,94 2,557.52 3,586.02 18,562,73
Vopdac:: 287,76 957.35 968, 85 34537.07
Orchard 141, 74 673.75 1,389.28 12,825,38
Rico 131,45 781, 83 18,882, 22 58,448, 48
Potato 117,60 138,77 138,77 1,839.35
Poa 79.00 116.02 115,02 1,501.51
Poanut 42,15 180,45 180,45 340,11
Tomato 35.79 246,35 250,85 5,661,83
'latormelon,

popino and 3’4'- 35 L"ZU 35 72c 35 1 2 3'}"30 l'"8

stravwberries
Peppers 30,25 45,15 b6,15 1,275,49
Citrous fruits 30,30 37,14 47,14 3,9390,45
Vogetablos 29,01 628,49 670,99 5,551,173
Banana 10,80 363.60 382,10 L.103,75
Green ear

of maize 10,00 12,00 12,00 1,204, 23
Squash 5.00 11,00 11.00 1,275.49
Olive 3.00 415,05 415,05 1,233.54
Iiscollancous  3.%75,14 3,744, 60 3,912, 60 12,023,73

Table 7 continued
on next page...


http:12,023.73
http:3,912.60
http:3,744.60
http:1,275.49
http:1,204.23
http:5.,61.83
http:4,839.35
http:18,882.22
http:12,826.38
http:1,389.28
http:3,537.07
http:18,562.73
http:3,586.02
http:2,557.52
http:6,666.16
http:1,697.09
http:1,691.09
http:12,059.10
http:10,735.70
http:3,388.50

Tablo 7 continued

- 21 -

Viru Chao  Prov, Trujillo Dent, Libortad Peru ecast
Estates Estates Bstatoes Estates
Andustrial
crops
Cotton 148,27 148,27 1,596,77 17h,475,31
Sugar cane 45,65  32,624,21 33,051, 52 63,539, 74
Castor oil beans 3,60 4,48 174,48 348,58
'iscellanoous 5.52 486.06 509,06 1,764,48
Pasture
£rons,
Sorghum 1,030, 50 1,105,55 1,204, 55 1,783.88
Alfalfa 61,30 2,740, 76 4,070, 26 20,843, 65
Gramalote 16,00 U3, 57 504,07 9,461,71
Othors 32,50 69,17 253,67 6,054, 23
Sectional
totals
Food crops 8,852, 77 2L ;791,09 L6 433,41 213,518,06
Industrial 202, 0k 33,271.02 35,340,83 247,959, 42
Pasture 1,140,30 4,559.83 6,239.33 47,142, 62
Goneral
totals 10,195,111 62,621,994 88,013,57 508,718.10
Cultivated
aroa 12,436, 52 66,614, 65 94,398, 28 536,095,18
Percent 71.18 37.22 49,19 39.85
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Jhe valleys of Chao and Viru occupy 4th place with regard to
food crops, comparing them with the rest of tho valleys of the
coast, The rank ordor is as follows:

1st Casma - Sechin with 847 of food crops,

2nd Jequotepeque 08t woow @
3rd Tumbes ooyt ¢ o o
Lth Viru o s oW G

This situation makes the district of Viru ono of the main
suppliers of the cities of Trujillo and Chimbote, especially for
tho diversity of its crops, since, as we have already seen in Table
Mumber 7, the district cultivates almost all food products with
the exception of whoat,

Among the valleys of tho Department of la Libertad, Chao and
Viru are first in area cultivated with green corn, pea, potato,
citrous fruits, watormelon, pepino, peppers and sorghum: tho
second place in the cultivation of maize, sweet potato, squash, peoanut;
and in third place in the cultivation of kidney bean, manioc and to
tomato, On the national levol these samo valleys are in first
placa in the cultivation of sorghum; in fourth place in the culti.
vation of pea and swect potato; in fifth place for manioec, in eighth

for peppers and potato, and in tonth for watermelon and pepino,
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According to the reports of the Departmental Service of Ta
Libertad; of the Ministry of Agriculture;, the areas of culti-
vation and the yiold of the production in the valleys of Chao

and Viru in 1962 wero a2s follows:

Table Humber 8

Areas of Cultivation and Production of the Valleys
of Chao and Viru in 1962

Yicld of Production

Product Aroa % Notric tons/hectare Totals

“aize b,431.52  53.79 2,800 12,408, 26
Sweot potato 933,44  11.33 16,000 14,935, 04
Rico 685.32 8.32 3.312 2,269,78
Broom-Corn 618.'50 7.51 2.116 1,308,75
ianioc 321,59 3.90 15.000 L,823,85
Cotton 238,97 2.90 0.800 191,18
Alfalfa 191, 7l 2.33 20,000 3,834, 80
Orchard 167, 84 2.03 17,875 13,000, 14
Tomato 93,52 1.14 12,000 1,122,24
Squash 93.30 1.13 1,000 93.30
Poa 90,00 1,09 2.000 180,00
Kidney beans 72,33 0,89 2,000 144, 56
Pineapple 65.49 0.80 16,000 1,047, 8L
Vepotables 53.53 0,65 13,000 695,29
Peppors 35.00 0,42 1,400 19,00
Sugar cane 24,17 0.29 100,000 2,417,00
fsvaragus 23.24 0,28 8.000 185,92
Potato 22,50 0,27 2.300 51.75
Peanut 19.60 0,24 1,500 29.40
Lontil 17.50 0,21 0.800 14,00
Gramalote 16.00 0,19 20,000 320,00
Ponino 8.60 - 0,10 1.200 10,32

(melon poar) .

Castor oil beans 6,60 0.08 1.500 9,90
Pasture crops 6.00 0,07 20,000 120,00
Olives 3.00 0.04 - -

Totals 8,239,30 100 % - 49,263,02
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The data of this Table and that of the preceeding (Table
Number 7), in spite of being for the same year, differ noticeably
with regard to the area under cultivation with the exception of
the first two crops (corn and sweet potato); they also differ in
the order of hierarchical importance,

According to the reports collected by the author, the order
of importance of the agricultural products between 1963-64 was:
maize, Wroom corn, rice, sweet potato, manioc, potatoes, asparagus,
alfalfa, citrus fruits, sugar cane, pineapple, banana, cotton,
beans and peas, etc,

The crop which is cultivated most extensively on all the
haclendas and farms is the hybrid cornééhose cultivation has
been mechanized and intensified through tho use of machines for
plowing, sowing, weeding and shelling, Recently mowing machines
and mechanical grain gradeors have been introduced, The district
average yleld for hybrid corn is approximately 3,800 kilograms
per hectare: this includes the production of the estates and of
their colonos, The Tanguche, Empresa Agricola Viru, Santa FKlena
and El Carmelo estates have the highest ylelds, The average
production of the Tanguche hacienda in 1963 was 4,900 kilograms
per hectare for an area of 171 cultivated hectares; its lowest
production was 3,838 kilograms and its highest was 6,075 kilo-
grams per hectare, The yields of the Empresa Agricola Viru in
1963 were 3,737 kilograms on sandy soil and 3,960 kilograms on

fortile soil for an area of 150 cultivated hectares,
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Many colonos obtain yields similar to those of the estates, but
due to the percentage which they must give to the estates it aAnpenrs
that their yields are smaller,

In 1963 the average rate of exchange of the corn was $,06
per kilogram on the farm; during the present year it reached the
record price of $.09 per kilogram, but in September it had gone
down to slightly over $,06 ner kilogram, The majority of the pro-
ducers prefer to sell thoir croos in the farm itself and avoid tho
pProblems of transportation and the insecurity of the fluctuations
of the market price,

Broom corn, locally ecalled maicillo, is the second most ime
portant crop of the district as, with the exception of twe farmers,
everyone cultivates it on incrensingly large areas, This crop is
sent on the plant to Lima where the seed and fiber are extracted
to be used in the manufacture of brooms,

Rice is proferentially cultivated on the estates found in the
valley of Santa, The cultivation of this cereal seems to be de-
creasing due to state control; as only the State can buy it and it
does so at a fixed price,

Sweet potatoes, manioc, and potatoes are proeforentinlly culti-
vated in the valleys of Chao and Viru,

Asparagus is cultivated in the three valleys on a1 surfaco ~ren

which embraces approximitely 400 hectares of plants,
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The major production of citrous fruits is in the valley of

" Viru where there are numerous orchards planted with different

varieties of oranges, limes; tangerines and lemons. The largest

plantings of bananas are found in the valleys of Viru and Santa,
Finally, kidney boans, poas and lentils are cultivated in

the three valleys,

L, Uncertainty in tho Estates of tho District

It appears that since 1962, faced with the imminence of tho
Agrarian Reform in Poru and the fear of losing their properties,
the landholders began to be interested in their real property
which during many yoars had been maintained undivided .and indirectly
oxploited.

Tt is very strango to find ex-diplomats and prominent poli-
ticians of previous rogimes as owners or managers of estates,
all interested in administering the fgrarian Reform faw in
accordance with their vested interests, Currently they are
occupied with two matters: legalize their titles and recover the
greater part of their lands that were in the power of colenos or

aparceros, HNaturally the fundamental objective is to prepare

themselves technically and legally to ovade the effocts of the
exocution of the Agrarian Reform Law and to obtain "legally®

better advantages from it,
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In the legal and technical aspect, these proprietors have
taken the following measures:

a) Boundary revision. Two cases are known of recent conw
flicts between estates about boundaries,

b) Division and partition of the farm lands. The haciendas,
property of inherited estates, are beginning to be divided among
their owners, Thus, for example, in 1964 in the Chao valley tho
Hacienda Bucnavista was first divided among three orincipal ine
heritors, Two of these inheritors distributed their inheritance
among three and four successors rospectively, while the third
proporty has been conserved as the proparty of an important bank-
ing and commercial firm of Lima., In Viru valley the Hacienda
Carmeclo was divided into three parts: Carmelo, Santa Flena and
Huancaco, In 1962 Carmelo was divided into two propeorties: Carmolo
and Maria Taura, During 1964 Santa Elena has been divided among,
four inheritors., Huancaco is still intact but almost twothirds
of it is occupied by colonos,

¢) Revision of the contracts and the oviction of the
colonos who lack contract or have not complied with some clause
of the contract,

d) Irrigation of uncultivated land. Tho proprictors of
haciondas have installed water pumps and have made it possible

for their relatives who wore colonos to do tho samo, with the aim
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of irrigating uncultivated land. By these means, within the last

three years new farms have been formed, among others Santa Varia,

El Palmo, Quevedo, etec. These lands have been ceded to colonos in
exchange for the fertile lands which the hacionda owners wanted to
recovor; in some cases the reclaimed lands have been sold,

o) Establishment of business associations or agricultural
societies, To facilitate their commercial operations, betwoen 1963
and 1964 tho haciendas have established many business associations,
whose names are inscribed on their private vehicles. Among the
most recently founded business associations we have: WNegociacion
Agricola Ortiz de Zevallos, Agricola Chao S.A.,; Neg. Agric., Santa
Tlena, Compania Agric, L. Ganoza S.A., ete,

f) Sale of the lots of land to the colonos who occupy them,
Few have accepted this transaction,

g) lModernization of oxploitation by means of the investment
of capital and employment of new techniques and crops, with the
consequent increment of production,

h) Plans to establish enturprises foi the industrial trans-
formation of the agricultural products, for example 2 canning

machine that would operate within the hacionda itself, in ordor

to take refuge in exemptions under tho Agrarian Reform Law, (Art, 38-39)
In regard to recovoring land occupied by the colonos, the

proprietors have had recourse to the following two methods:
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exchange of lands and compensations. W“ith the first method, the
owners suggest to the colonos that they exchange the lands they
occupy for other, usually situated in less fertile places or on
the boundaries of the hacienda., In the cases of resistence to
the exchange, the colonos have been offered compensation, as in
the valley of Viru where $37.50 has been offered per fanogada
(3 hoctares) of land vacated. In the haciendas of the valloy of
Chao up to $1,492 has been paid for commensation for 16 hectares,
In order to protect themselves against these machinations
the colonos have organized themselves in “cooperatives® which
practically are defense ozganizations for their members, ‘“Cooperatives®

have been organized on all but four of the haciendas in Viru District,

The largest of these "cooperatives"™ which has secured official
recognition from the government, is the"gricultural Cooperative
of the Valley of Viru and Chao Ltd, No, "1.F

As would be supposed the Agricultural Cooperative has the TOSpPON-

sibility of defending the colonos and aparceros of both valleys

overy time they have become involved in a conflict over land
rights, During the month of Scptember of 1964 it actively parti-
cipated in the defense of a colono of the Hacienda Bellavista
which terminated in a conciliatory arrangement,

The central cooperative and its affiliates on the various
estates all have their respective constitutions and by-laws,

They operate independently of one another except when they Jjoin
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together in defense of some member, One estate cooperative has
purchased two tractors for the use of its members, which it

also rents to the other farmers.They also endorse the requests

for loans made by its mombers to the Banco de Fomento Agropecuario
del Peru., Another of the cooperatives has planned to solicit

bank loans to install four strong pumps to extract underground
water,

It seems that the cooperatives in question are and will be
the ontities which promote change, especially in the future when
the colonos are free of the haciondas and become proprietors of
the lands which they occupy at such a disadvantage, The coopera-
timos can substitute for the hagiendas as agents of change in such
a way that the colonos will maintain themselves at the same

technical level which large proprietors show,
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THE VALLEY OF VIRU

1. Generalities

The valley of Viru is situated botween the kilometers 495
and 505 of the Pan-American Highway north of Lima., TIts name is
that of the river which formed it and which has a drainage pasin
of 1,300 squaro kilometers, with discharges of water of an
avorage of 147,200,000 cubic metrics annually: these wators
bring with them *magnificent mud® much appreciated by the
farmers  (Santa Maria, 1958, pp. 5, 7 and 47), The valley has
a spring climate and is considered as the most fertile of the
district,

The capital of the district of Viru is situated in this
valley on the left bank of the river and is known by the name
of “town®, with a total area of 420,000 square meters (Munez del
Prado, 1951:6),

With regard to communication with the towns in the Andes,
the Viru Valley does not constitute a valley typical of the
Peruvian coast, because it is not used as a gateway by the
mountain towns, as occurs in the majority of the coastal valleys
such as Chancay, Huaura, Pativilca, Santa, and Rimac, This does
not happen in the Viru Valley because it is short in comparison
to those mentioned, There are, moreover, no important population

conters in the upper part of the valley, where there are large
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cattle raising manors, Carazbamba and Uningambal, It is true
that historically the peasants from the interior traveled the
Viru Valley route before the highway was constructed between
Trujillo and Otusco, WNow thoy prefer to communicate directly
with Trujillo, the capital of the dovartment and the most
important center in this part of the country, "Hth tho 0XCop=
tion of the inhabitants of Carazbamba and Uningambal, there-
fore, the rest of the natives who migrate to tho Viru Valloy
from the interior portions of la Libertad Department travel
through Trujillo on motorized vehicles,

The population is_mgizigg, reprosonting a true fusion of
social groups of different cultural origins, There arc¢ mixtures
of Asians with native and Andean Indians, of Andean.amgstizos. with
Llocal pmastizos, and Europeans with Asiatic-indiginous mestizos,
etc. This diversity of othnic and socio-cultural origins causes
this vopulation to be considered as belonging to the “coastal®
group whose characteri§tics are vory difficult to specify,

The “Virunenses* ;esidonts of the town are farmers, the
samo as the rest of the population of the district, but naturally
in a smaller proportion, as tho study carried out by the Cornell
Peru Project in 1960 demonstrates, According to this analysis
63.5% of the family heads are farmers and 16.9% work as chauffour,

shoemaker, bricklayer, barber, tailor, carpentor, policeman,
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professor and others (Ghersi and Dobyns, 1961, p. 153). To
this must be added, based on knowledge of the place of origin
of the surnames existing in Viru, the 80% are originally of
other communities and that the majority of the nresent

Virunensos are descendants of outsiders.,

2. Population of the Viru Valley

According to the national census of 194 0and 1961, the

population is as follows:

Table Number 9

Yoar Town Countryside Totals

1940 2,573  53.08% 2,277  46,95% 4,850
1961 2,647 32, 41% 5,519 67.59% 8,166

The population of the valley of Viru is divisible into urban
and rural, The first corresponds to the town and the second to

In 1940, the urban population was greater than the rural
by 6.13%, while in 1961 the situation was reversed and the
rural became larger than the urban by 35.18%, Comparing these
data with those of the country as a whole we have:

Table Number 10

URBAN RURAL
Yoar Poru Viru Peru Viru
1940  36.1% 53.1% 63.9% 46,9%

1961 47.3% 32,44 52,7 67.6%
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An interesting phenomenon is observed, %hile the rural
population of the country has decreased by 11,2% the rural popue
lation of the Viru Valley has incrensed by 20,5%, This fact
contradicts tho criterion of the development specialists in
the sonse that the docreasc of the rurnl population is cone

sidered an index of the developmont of a society.

3. Farm land and tho "Inter Shortage

Viru society is ossontially agricultural and, ns a cone
soquence, it places o high value on cultivable land with irriga-
tion, not just as a means of prostige nnd social status but
also as an exploitable resource, All the inhabitants of the
valley want to possess land, oven as usufructucries, evon those
who 2re not farmers and have othor occupations, as is the cnsa
with the polico nd toachers,

Sinco land is scarce and so coveted, obtaining it and keeving
it gives rise to frequent conflicts, Lawsuits concorning land
are frequent and most often duc to problems of inhoritance, which
has dotormined that mrny properties arc maintdined undivided,

Of 467 proprictors, 77 are in fact collective owners of undividod
ostites «- hoirs who maintain long nnd costly trinls before tho
tribunalsé In onc of the most important periodicals of the city of
Trujillo,"/on n randomly solectod day we havo found a total of fifteen

judicial notices concorning the adjudication of casaes of persons
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dying intestate, and legal advertisement of heirs in testate cases
in the provice of Trujillo alone, Although this provinco has
225,140 inhabitants, and the District of Viru has only 9,513
inhabitants (4,2%), no less than throe casos in fifteon pertained
to Viru (20%).

Sometimes the land constitutes an olement of disintegration
for the family unit. This we discovered when vwe collected gonoo-
logical material and the informants roferred to Some members of
the family who had been alienated by the division of inheritance,

It is necess7ry to refer to the methods embloyved to acquire
land as property? The usual ones are inheritance, purchase and
usurpation. The major part of the medium and small proprietors
have acquired their lands through inheritance, Since descent is
bilateral, children have the right to paternal and maternal in.
heritance in the pronortion that the law establishas, If chila
dren are lacking or are disinherited, the consanguineous rela-
tives closest to the deceased inherit, As we alrondy said, con~
flicts among heirs are frequent, especially among children of man
who have offspring by more than one woman,

Althouth it soems incredible, without taking the haciendas
into consideration, since 1910 the majority of the agricultural
lands are controlled by outsiders or their descendonts who have
acquired thom through nurchase, Thus, throe of the five largest

farms that surround the town wore formed through progressive
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purchase: of parcels whose former owners agreed to soll them
voluntarily or involuntarily. One of the activities that has
permitted outsiders to progressively trke possossion of farm
lands has been that of the retail grocer in the town itsolf,

In most cases thc farmors accopted credit in kind or money with
thoir real property as gunrantoo, and on not being able to repay
they ended up transferring or selling part or all of the farm

to the creditor,

In Viru many cases of usurpation are known, The proprioctors
of good faith were surprised by those covetous of land who,
armed with their political and social powor, hid the original
property titles or caused fictitious sales to appear on tho
rocord,

Farm land a2lone has 1littlo value if it lacks sufficient
wator for irrigation,

Tho use of water from the Viru river is regulnted by the
National Govermment through the lMinister of Agriculture, which
has tho Technical Water Administration; whosu porsonnel is in
chargo of the control and distribution of irrigation water. In
the tovm an office of this apency has been installed., TEach
farmmor registered in the List of Irrigntors receives a wnter
quota in accordance with the size of his plot. In the timo of
the floods the farmors use tho water froeely, but not in the

months of scarcity (betweon Septembor and November) or during
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the dry period in the Andean region, During the period when tha
rivor water is lacking, the small proprietors who have thoir
plots next to the town buy from the Municipal Council which

is called the "town lot irrigation, "

YIater is another factor leading to social disintegration,
especially in dry yeoars, Conflicts aro produced among noighe
bors or occupants of the same area, who generally are relatives,
due to the eagorness to be the first to use the most irrigation
water. This type of tension has been diminishing during tho last
few years due to the increase in the use of underground water,

In 1958 began the installation and use of motor pumps
for the extraction of underground water, At prosent sixteen
haciendas and farms of the valley have their own installations
(a total of thirty-six)s; the Santa Elena Hacienda aAlone has six,
and two farms irrigate only with underground wator, so that they
are not even inscribed in the List of Irrigators,

Also the colonos of four haciondas have pumps installed:
the greatost number of these bolong to the Hacienda Huancaco, On
the rest of the haciendss pumps were nrohibited until 196L4,

In spite of the constant increase in tho use of underground
water; the farmers prefer river water because they consider it of
botter quality for farming because of the silt it brings, It is
for this reason that the farmers voriodically send memoranda to

the Government requesting the construction of a dam, The last



timo thoy did it was on August 17th, 1964 ~nd they requcsted
that the construction be earried out in the uppor part of tho
valloy, in the placo called Caray,

The farmers of tho valloy of Viru do not have confidonco
in nor hopo of recoiving bonofit from the Frnous govornment
irrigation project of Chao and Viru and which, according to
the Tarmers, has boen in the planning stage for more than
forty yoars, Actually the study of the project in question
bogan in 1909 (Santa Maria, 1958:37), although tho newspapers
of the capital announce that the irrigation has beon financed

and work on it will soon be begun.

-,
a

I, Distribution, Concentration and Division of Farm Land

In tho first vlace we should be definite sbout theo dis
cropancios concerning the amount of land undor cultivation in
the valley of Viru, The sourcos of informntion about this
mattor are?
a) Technical Water Administration of thoe
Rio Viru, agency of tho Ilinistry of
Agriculturo (1961) 16,407,456 hectares
b) Agrarian Inspection and Control Burenu
Agency of tho ‘inistry of Agriculturc
(1962) 12,436,52 hectares
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c) Departmental Agricultural Service of

La Libertad, agency of the Ministry

of Agriculture (1952) 7,063,94 hoctares
d) Dr. HNunez del Prado (1951:9)

ostimrtion (1947) 8,000,00 hectares
o) Agriculturnl Enginoor Santa Maria

author of tho work Irrigation of

Chao, Moch¢ «nd Chicama (1958) 8,710.0C hoctares

These numbers indicate great discrepancios, making notorious
tho difference betwean the three agencies of one and the snmo
Ministry., Ve will here discuss tho data corresponding to the
first and last source, leaving tho other two aside bocause wo
do not know what procedures were used to obtainﬁthoir-ostim&tos.

The datn of the Technical Water Administration of the Rio
Viru, as we indicatcd in the first section, suffor from the do-
foct of indicating very extensive areas for the haciendas, in somc
cases up to twice the actual cultivated arca. It amnears thot
hacienda owners and manacers have takon caro to oraggoernte tho
acreage of their lands with two aims: to rceceive a larger
quota of irrigation woter and, with exvectations of eprmsion
by converting arid land into cultivable land,

The data concorning the medium and small proprietors ccine

closer to the truth,



Apparently, tho data concerning the amount of land under
irrigation which most ncarly coincide with reality as of 1964
have been provided by Ing, Santa Maria, who indicates an area
of 8,710 hectares with an excess of 1,000 hectares over the
capacity of “optimum irrigation' of the Rio Viru, His estimate
is based on the annual discharges of the river which turns out
to be an avorage of 147,200,000 cubic meters of water, which
thooretically can only maintain an area of 7,360 hectares,; but
since the various plants and soils require different amounts of
water, it is possible that 8,700 hectares may actually be
irrigated,

How, comparing the report of the List of Irrigators with
reality in 1964, wo have reached the conclusion that in the
valley of Viru there are 9,250.95 hectares of cultivated land,
taking into consideration lands with all types of irrigation,
This area represents only 2.8% of the totsl area of the dis-
trict (332,600 hocturos,g{B.Q% of the cultivated arca of the
province and 9.8% of thu cultivated land of the whole Depart-
ment,

The man.land ratio is 1,1 hectares of cultivated land per
capita in the Viru Valley,

The distribution and concentration of land in Viru Valley

using the classification amployad by the Apgrarian and Housing
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Roform Commission of Peru, can be summarized as follows:

Table Number 11
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Properties Proprietors Area

Classification Num-. ham-. Hoc~
by Area ber % ber % tares 4
Minifundia up
to 5 hectares 279 59,7 204 77,6 334,48 3.6
Familv units
between 5 & 10
hectares 60 12.9 27 10,5 181,46 2.0
Yedium pronerties
between 10 and
100 hectares 88 18.8 23 8.7 609,10 6,4
larpe nproperties
(Fundos) between
100-500 hectares 27 5.8 5 1.9 1104,04 11.9
Very large
properties (Estates)
over 500 hectares 13 2.8 4 1.5 7021.66 75.9

Totals 467 100% 263 100% 925094  100%

This Table shows evidence of a great imbalance in the dis-

tribution of property.

On one hand, predominating by their area,

are the large or very large properties which represent 87,85 of

the total area and belong to only 3.4 of the proprietors.

the other extreme are the minifundia which occupy 3.6% of the
total area and belong to 77.6% of the proprietors.

is more discouraging upon discovering that in this last group

At

This result



- 42 -

31.5% possess only 0,52% of the cultivable area, with a sur-
face area of less than 1 hectare in each pronerty.

Batwoen the two extreme groups are found the family units
of 5 - 10 hectares, and the medium sized propertics of 10 -

100 hectaras each, This group represents 8.6% of the total
surface area and 19% of the total number of proprietors.

There is no relation between the number of properties and
proprietors such as that believed to oxist by the Agrarion and
Housing Reform Commission of Peru (1961:13 ) when considering
the distribution of farm land on the coast, . It takes the por-
centage of properties to refer also to the proprietors as if each
property belongs to one proprietor, In reality, it did not take
into consideration the fact that the proprietors who appear in
the List of Irrigators can be ovmers of one or mora lots situated
in different sections of the vallay.

Tn Table Mumber 11 it is seen that the number of properties
is more than the number of provrietors, because in the valley of
Viru there is a tendency toward the concentration of farm land
through purchase, inheritance, marriage and other means,

The breaking up and the concentration of property are so
markod in Viru it can be easily seen in the grouv of family
units of 5 - 10 hectares and modium proprietorships of 10 - 20

hoctares, Of the forty-one proprietors (Table Number 11),
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fiftoon oach havo one parcol, while tho othor 26 possoss a total
of 87 lots whoso dimensions vary betwoon 0,15 and ' hoctaros,
Only one of the twonty-six is proprictor of cight lots with a
total of 11.86 hoctares,

Concorning tho fractionation of thoe land, without taking

into consideration lands farmed by colonos and aparccros, wo have

tho following summary?
Tnblo Numbor 12

Classification Broportics Surfrco Area
EXODAY LS R
by Aroea Mumber A Hectaros

Yinifundia up
to 5 hectaros 392 85,8 549,02 5.9

Family units
hotweon 5 - 10
hectarcs 32 7.0 216,72 2.3

“odium proportios
bhatweon 10 - 100
heetarcs 20 L4 708,52 7.7

Lorge propertios
batweon 100 - 500
hoctaros 9 2.0 1,782,52 19.3

Very lorga p
propertics of
more than 500
hoctaros Ly 0.9 5,994,16 Ay 8

Totals Lsp  100% 9,250,94 1007

This Tablo proves that onc of the mnjor ngricultursl probleoss of
tho Viru Valloy is the problom of the frnctionation of tho lard, Ly
which 85.8% of tho propertios aro minifundia which ropresent only 5,9“%
of the total arca, Within this group arc 195 tiny proverties (12,7%)
of less than a hoctare, Tho percentagesof medium proprietorshins
and of family units are barely 4.6% and 7.7% reospectively,

Thore is a total of only thirtoen large and veory large

proportios which roprosent 64,8% of the cultivated area, In
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reality, however, as we shall see when we consider tenancy, 65%

of these lands are farmed by colonos and aparceros, that is to

say they also have been subdivided, but happily the mean sur-

face area for each colono is 7,6 hactares,

5. Tenancy
WIith regard to tenancy there are two types of exploitation,
direct and indirect, whose quantitative analysis is the following:

Tablo Humber 173

Exploitations

Classification Direct Indirect Surfacc Area
by Area Heetares % Hoctares % Hoctares %

j'inifundia up
to 5 hectares 327.24 11,1 17,42 0.3

Family units
between 5 -~ 10
hactares 176.13 6,0 5.33 0.1 181,46

‘ledium pronerties
between 1.0 - 100
hectares 15.3 7.0

Large properties
between 100 - 500
hoctares 1,865.91 49,9 2942.09 46,6 4408, 00

Vory largo

wroperties of

more than 500

hectares 520 18.0 2904,08 46,0 3424,08

Totals 2,938.84 1004 5312,10 100% 9250.94%  100%
31.77% 68,23% 1009
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Direct exploitation is carried out by the property owners
themselves (31.8%), and indirect exploitation is realizad

through the systems of renters, colonos, aparceros, and Peon-

serf on 68,2% of the land,

Before analysing the forms of exploitation, I will indi-
cate the different tynes of properties, ‘

I have alreadyvsaid that in Virunera §ocioty thero exists
a marked tendency towards individual nroperty and that there
are various ways to acquire it, however we must enlarpe on this,

According to Peruvian laws, land can belong to either
males or femalos in perpetuity: aven when the woman marries
her real property continues under her single or married name,
This is the origin of the concentration of fractionated lands
under the proverty of one single fmmily,

The proportion of properties by sex would be more or less
equivalent, but it happens that properties acquired through
purchase during conjugnl life go undor the name of the husband,
so the majority of proprietors are mon, Besides, mon have moro
onportunities to buy real property than women, who denend on
their fathers, brothers or husbandsy or it is the weman who
show 2 grester tendency to sell the property thoy obtained
through inheritanco,

The co-propriotorships are found in the cases of un-

divided proprietorships which are sometimes the result of
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mitual accord and other times the result of judicial dis-
position, The properties are individually oxploited when thay
are divided among tho heirs; other times the inheritors agree
that ono of thom be in charge of the exploitation and that

the profits be divided among them; or wo or more proprietors
sow altornately on tho farm land or exchange land,

Within family property, some fathers, self identified
as far-sighted, accuire properties in the name of thelr sons,
but the fathers themselves administer them, It also happens
that when a husband or wife dies the othor continues using the
property which remains as inheritanco, without dividing it
among the heirs although thuy have roached their majority,

It is important to add that therc are many casos of small
and medium nroprietors who, 2t the same time, ~re lessces of
other roal property and also colonos on the neighboring
haciendas, Under this formul: there are individuals who are
able to farm largo areas of cultivable land.

After indicating the different types of property, we shall
begin to refer to the two forms of exploitation.

The minifundia constitute true family pronrietorships that
ara worked as diroctly by their proprietors, such as fruits
and venatable gardens,

The medium proprietors, in «eneral, use temporary salaried

workers which they recruit in the town when needed,
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The large properties constitute true enterprises of nro-
duction, both in their organization and in their mode of
oporation,

The indirect exploitﬂtion.is offocted by colonos and

aperceros, Following aro the nercentapges that corresnond to

each ono:
Tablo Humber 14
Indirgct Txploitation
Undetor-

Area Arriendo Colono Aparcoro mined Totrls
Minifundia up
to 5 hoctares 3.2 4,01 - 10,21 17,42
Family units
botwecn 5 - 10
hectarces - 5.23 - ~— 5.23
edium pronerties
botween 10 .. 100
hoctares 388,18 55,00 - - 443,18
Larrae oroporties
between 100 - 500
hectares 1,604,28 1,139,00 204 - 3,047,28
Vory larsoe
nronerties,
over 500
noctaros -~ 2,298, 89 - - 7,708, 89

Totals 1,995.56 4,102,13 204 10,21 5.312,00
K 31,6 65.0 3.2 .16 100
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As we see in this Table, 31.6% of indirectly exploited
lands are under lease, Their managers are called lessecs and
use tha property according to the conditions of the respoc
tive contracts, Tt is notorious that thoy assume the authority
of the absent nroprietor, in tho majority of cases. Almost all
are small canitalists interested in agriculture and coming
from the citios of Trujillo and Lima, The new modal type of.
lessec is that of being represented by agricultural socioties
or businesses, that is to say tho union of various capitalist
partnors who eoxploit the land through the administration of
one of the stockholders, or using an omployoe called “manager®
or “administrator® of the business,

In the above Table, it is also seen that almost a1l the
lands exploited undor lease corresvond to the medium and large
proprietors: this indicatos to us that the cxwloitations are
oriented toward the produce markots where the investors try to
obtain the greatest nrofit from their canital, undoubtedly
supoerior to that obtained in their place of origin, This they
achieve throush caroful inveostment in techniques and seloction

of agriculturcl commoditios which are in demand in the markets,
Another charactoristic of the lessees is that they trv to
have the indispensible number of braceros or “stable® workors
on the hacienda and prefer “contract® workers under a
Feontractor® to perform a certain labor and in a fixed period

of time of no more than a month,
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Continuing the analysis of the Tablo we find that 65% of
the lands being exploited indirectly are farmed hy colonos,
Although there ara legal dispositions which require written
contracts between the managers of the lands and the feudatorios,
in the majority of cnses tho system functions by means of ver-
bal contracts between both parties, for which reason there
still axists the payment of the ¥third part® and “fourth part,®
oven though the law only indientes the fifth part of tho gross
production,

Under the colono systom, theo proprictor or manager hands
land with the rospoctive water right over to the colono for an
indefinito or definite time in oxchange for receiving the
third, fourth, or fifth part of the gross production that is
verified by the general ‘manager of the lands, The ~mount
of land cultivated by the colonos varies from one hectare to
thirty hoctarcs, but the average is 7.5 hectaros ner colono,

The mo jority of the colonos ainloit the land in the
fashion of a family farm, with the dircct participation of
of the members of the family., There is, howevor, a scctor of
wall-to-do colonos who act like the lesseos and usc salaried
laborors; furthermore, they make uso of sub-colonos nand anarceros,

In theose c¢ases the colonos act also like tho technicinns in

chargo of the supervised crodit programs inasmuch as; besides

providing the land parcols, they provide funds nocessary for
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investing in the production of each crop, and control the
technical aspect of the worlk, Thus, the colono is advised by
the tochnicians or administrators of the hacienda who arc
equelly interestcd in obtaining botter harvests,

Some: modium and large pronrietors use their ovm sons
and relatives as colonos,

fmong the colonos, relatively woll-to-do colonos, and
nedium proprietors, it is vory common to use peons, whom we
would call peon-serfs bocause thay :wre not thoir ovm masters
inasmuch as they depend on the will of their patron, even
though they receive a salary and n piece of land on which to
construct a2 hut and raise animals,

It scoms that this status of ‘ipatron® is beginning to
be widouspread among the colonos.

Three and twenty-two hundredths parcent of the indirectly
oxploited area is under tho anarcero system, This is rela-
tivoly small compared with the twe nrecceding systems, but this
percentage roprosonts only that which is known, not thot which
is really nracticed, osnecially on the medium sized nronerties
whose managers hide it to circwavent the lepnl disnositions
which prohibit the eviction of nparceros; ns they cvict them
after each harvest te provent the ~parcoros remnining long
on the same lot which might in futurc give them ~ lomal right

to claim it. TFor this reason the vresent aparceres are roving,
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moving from one lot to another in accordance with the notions
of the proprictor,

Under the aparcero systom tho vrovrictor erants to tho
aparcoro parcels of land with the respective water right and
provides him with seads, a tractor, or a yoke of oxen, At the
same time, the aparcero dedicates his labor and cares for the
crons until tho harvest. 4t the end of the season they divide
the gross harvest betweon the two, In tho casa of use of
aparcoros by tho colonos, the colonos and thoir aparceros divide
the crop aftor the hacienda owner has rocouived his percentage
of a Wfourth part® or ¥fifth part® of the gross product.

As the aparcero is the poor farmer and his economy deponds
on the harvest, usually he is ‘nrovided for® (given an advancc
of moncy and/or food) by his capitalist patron for the sunnort,
of his family, This dobt is paid at the time of crovn distri-
bution,

Finally, we should indicate that thcre is a whole range

of combinations of ronter-colonos, colonomanarceros and

ADATCOrO=- paon—serfs o
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6. Innovations and Changes in the Viru Valloy

During the last eighteen years important changes have occurred
in the valley and town of Viru, especially in agriculture which,
in turn, has caused changes in other aroas,

Agriculture is a way of life and an occupation for more than
80% of tho residents of the valley.

Two of the determining factors in the changes in agriculture
have been the demand for the valley®s products in the markets
of tho large cities of the Peruvian coast and the modern methods
of transportation and communication available in the region,
Without foar of boing mistaken we can affirm that the growth of
the market of Chimbote has importantly determined the agricultural
development of the valleys of Casma and Viru located to the south
and north of this port,

The population increase in the cities of Trujillo and Tima
has also fostered agricultural prosperity ir. the Viru Valley,
The Trujillo case is important to mention, because, while its
population has increased 160% between 1940 and 1961, there has
been no incroase in food crop cultivation in the Santa Catalina
Valley close to tho city, where growing sugar cane for industriel
purposes remains the main agricultural activity,

In the same vein, wo should mention the demand for Viru
Valley crops for procossing by plants in Trujillo and Lima,

Fruits and vegetables are canned in Trujillo, for examnle,
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Hybrid corn is ground into corn meal: sorghum grain is mixed
into chickon feod, and the fiber is used for makine brooms
in factories in UTima, According to the bulletin of the
Agrarian Inspection and Control Burcau, these two valloys
occuny, among all the valleys of the Peruvian coast, the first
and fourth olaco with rogard to the arcn under food crops.
(Table o, 7).

In the Viru valley the farmers have gono far bevond sub-

sistence agriculturc; bacause both the owners of minifundios =nd

medium and large propriotorswork the land for commorcinl ends,
The commoditios arc sont to the market ~lmost in thoir totality,
ospecially in the casa of the laree proprietors who work their
lands as productive enternrises,

The most importent innovations are:

1) Use of subtorranein water for irrigntion, Tts usc
for domestic and agricultural purposas wns bogun in 1958, but
has boen intensified since 1961, reaching tho grentest numbor of
installations in 1964, At prasent there are scveral wolls which
aro boing drilled and oxesvatod, besides tho resncctiveo inst~1la.
tions of pumns, esnecinlly in arcas occupied by colonos, who warc
formorly forbidden hy the hacienda owners to inst1l pumos,

It is estimatod thot in the valley thero ~ro onc hundrod
and forty-six (146) wells and pumps, those beloneine to haciondns

being the most powerful, Thao cost of installation varios botweon



~ 54 -

$1,492 - $5,597 each, according to their power and %o the

volume of water pumped.

2) Replacemont of the traditional crops by others for
which there is a2 greater demand and which have a larger yield,
such 2s maize, “mninc and swoet potatoes.

Cotton has been replaced by food crops, especinlly by maize,
The machinory and equipmont that served for the cultivation of

cotton is stored on the hnciendas., "e consider statisticnl

——.

-

revorts on the cultivation of cotton to be exasgorated, and not
accurately reflecting the current pattern of cropping of the
valloy,

Two other products whose nroas of cultivation h~ve beon
considerably reduced are sugar cane and rice, which are enlti-
vated only on two haciendas which process them for oxportation
to the national markot,

The cultivation of native maize is reduced more eich ye~r,
The maize sown by all haciendas and pronrictors who pursue

._________2/

commorcinl ends is hybrid corn, whose cultivntion has become
wido-spread since 1961 and has becomc: even more general durine
1964 by the great demand in the mrrket. In spite of good pros~
pocts, its cultivation scems limited due to the senrcity of socd
and the high cost of fertilizers, Furthermore, this maize has
enjoyed great acceptance among the farmers because its yield is
superior and its m~turation is faster than is the caso with

traditional maize,
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According to the production statistics of the Trujillo
offico of the Departmental Agriculturnl Service, the following
yields were obtiined during the ngriculturnl seasons of 194748
and 1961.62:

Table Fumber 15

Cultivation of Maizme in the Viru Vallovy

Production

Season Hoctaras . Totnl Production nor hactore
1947-48 2,813 75,032,500 kilograms 2.500 kilograms
196162 b u31,52 12,408,260 kilosrams 2,800 ilograms

The Table shows an increasc of 57.54% in the area of culti-
vation and an increase of only 10,71% in viold per heetare in thao
valley, This Viru Valley yield is, howover, more than twiceo the
national ~verage which is only 1328 kilograms ner hoctore
(Finisterio de Agricultura, 1963: 13 and 37).

In 1961-62 tho cultivated aren of maize reprosents 53,727
of the cultivated lands in the valloy.

According to werson~l investipgntions, in 1962-63 the vicld
of prige was 3,500 kilogrnﬁs ner hectaro.  The haciendas obtainad
the greatest yiclds, ns we snw when considering nroduction ot the
district levol. The local peopleo astimate that 60% of the Lotal
of the land under cultivation is dedicated to mhize.

Tho aren of cultivation of mandire and swoet potatoos has

incroased sinco 1959. Since 1950 ' manice began to be commercislizcd
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and oroduced in quantity, becnruse a new varioty was intro-
duced whose roots develop like potato tubers, thus making
harvost simplo., The native wmarioc,. on the other hand, has
very deep roots making harvest difficult,

With regard to citrous fruits, a variety of scedless juico
orangoi9has beon obtained. This variety is inaccurately called
fhuandostand is in groat demand at the markets, as are the
tangorines,

3) Introduction of new types of crops. Since 1950
new types of crops demanded by tho nationnl market, for oxnmnle
sorghum, ~sparagus, potatoes,; nincrpples and tomatoes. have hoon
introduced and are cultivated on an incrensingly l-ree scnlo.
These agricultural products do not appear in the report of
iunez del Prado (1951:27-42) which was written on the basis of
information gathered in 1947. This evidence permits us to con-
clude that they were introduced ~fter 1947,

Broom corn is known in the locality <s maicillo. It was
introduced in 1961 and its cultivation becnmo widespread in the
valley dve to the domand in the Limr market ~nd also heecause
its mituration roquires only throc to four months., Various
farmers who dodicnte thomsolves to the intecnsive cultivation of
broom corn havo direct and permanent contrncts with broom

factorios in Lima,
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Two asparagus nacking factories cnused the cultivation of
this plant to become widespread in the Viru Valley in 1940
bocause the factories offerad advantageous contracts to the
farmers, who, in nddition, were enthusiastic over the ease
with which this plant could be cultivated, In the Viru ¥~lley
alone thore are 300 hectaros of asparagus, The producers of
this vegetable are woing through a crisis however due to the
fact that the factorics eannot purchase all the production and
find it impossible to comnlote their purchase contracts, R
elready foraesoo thnt many will plow under tholr asparagus crops
and substituto maizo,

The intensive cultivation of potatoes bugan in 1952 on
Hacionda Santa Elena in tho valley. In view of thc succoss
achieved, the owners continued incrensing the area planted to
notatoes, Several farmers have followed this examplo, nlso with
positivo rosults, until it scoms that potato cultivation is be-
coming wide-spread, An average vield of 22,000 kilograms per
hactare is obtained and the production is taken to the markets
of Trujillo, Chiclayo and Chimbote.

Pineapple and tomntoaes were introduced into Viru Valloy
agriculture in 1950-51. During the first yoars many Tarmors
noplied thomselves to such cultivation, but fnced with successive
failures due to the instability of the markot price little by
1little they have come to replace theso crops by mrizeo and

broornt corn,
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4) Now technological elements and thc mechanization
of agriculture, The introduction of new varieties and typos
of crops has caused tho introduction of now techniquos and the
use of new agricultural elements. For cxample, hvbrid corn has
required the adontion of new techniques of cultivation and
harvesting, and of the use of solect swed, fertilizers, inscc-
ticides, fungicides, otc. For the harvest, although it is
limited, the reaper has been adopted, To sholl tho corn thoy

use machines, and several haciondas have machines which sort tho

kernels of maize according to size.

The use of tractors for plowing and weeding is very widc
soread, Soveral farmers engage in the business of renting their
tractors at $2.60 per ffanegada® or threc hectarus of land, In
1947, it cost $5,60 to $6.72 nor ¥fanegada! (Iunez dol Frado,
1951:28). The plows pulled by animals are few and only used
by the small farmers,

One of the most immortant changes has occurred in the
shelling of maiza, The techniques of Ygarrote® and “trilla®, -
shelling with stick and donkeys - so well described by uncz
del Prado (1951:32) are no longer used. On some fundos,; dis-
mantled maize shelling platforms stand as 2 simple remindor of
a techniquo fallen into disusc, In 1964, maize wns shelled by
machine shellors which were ronted at fifteen cents per

ifanega® or one hundred kilogram sack., Five Viruneros werc
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in the shelling business, going to the fundos and chacras with

their own equipment,

5) Technical assistance. Eight agronomists sive
profassional service to theo_haciondas and farms of the vallay,
Tho majority of them ~rc the innovators and oxeccutors of the
technological changes that are occurring in the valley, becauso
the other farmers, especially tho colonos, imitate them after
having observed them and being suro of the success of nn
innovation,

Here it is necessary to indicate that technical assistance
from state agoncies is practically nil, “With the exception of
tho Maize Program of the 'ational Agrarian University, the work
of SIPA (Agricultural Research nnd Promotion Service) has pro-
duced no visible results except for ~ brief period in 1962 when
it advised members of the Agricultural Cooperntive of the Valley
of Viru and Chao so that thoy could obt~in a bank loan,

The innovations in agriculture which have been produced
in the Viru Valley have brought nbout the followine results:

2) An inerease in apricultural production throuch the
intensification of agriculture giving rise to up to two harvests
per year on the same land, This hns been achieved bv using land
for fast-maturing crops, such ns maize and broom corn, and by

the uso of subterrancan water for irrigation,
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b) PBetter working opportunities which have docreased
emigration and stimulated immigration of rural people, of
specinlists and of profossional technicinns. The rural
paonle comc from the sierrn region and do farm work, Such As
lateral ditch cleaning, proliminary sonking, crop irrigating,
ote,; the specialists are culturally Creoles from the coast
and sierra regions who do specinlized work, such 2s tractor
drivors, mochanics, ovorseorse and finally, among the pro-
fessionals aro the agronomists,

¢) Incroase in salaries, In January - April of 1947,
the daily salary was ninc conts (09¢) (Nunez dol Prado,
1951:10): and in June - Septomber of 1964 it was fifty-six
cents (564). Thus there has boen an incrense of 500% in the
last seveonteen years, which must be directly relnted to the
two nreceeding changes which took place from this dnte until
1964 and the devaluation of the Peruvian Sol rolativo to the
U,S, dollar,

d) An economic bonanza, obsorved during 1964 among the

oropriotors of the haclindas, fundos and fields. An index

——

of this bonanza is the celobration of numerous religious and
civie festivals, not only in the town but ~1lso on erch of

the haciondas and annoxes. Also, another index would be the
invostments made in the installation of water pumps, and to

acquire new agricultural equipment and means of transportation,
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o) Improvement in the moans of transportation. During
tho last seventeon yoars thore has been without = doubt »
spectacular devolopmont in tho monns of transmortation in
the valley and in the District, It is onough to say th-t tho
first motorizaud public vohicla, n four cvlinder Ford, arrived
in Viru in 1926, In 1947 it bad alroady been reolaced by
ten trucks, one automobile, one jeep and two buses (unoz
del Prado, 1955:55). And in 1964, without counting haciondn
vehicles, just in tho town thcre were ton collectiva auto-
mobiles and station wagons for daily service to the Puento do
Viru, eight collective nutomobiles which go to Trujillo,
three buses which travel throush the neighboring haciendas
and go to Trujillo, and five trucks which transport carpgo to
Trujillo or Limn, To theuse can be added tho private vehiclos:
nine pick-up trucks, eight automobiles ~nd station wagons,
and six old, sm:)1 trucks for transporting eargo between the
town and the ranchos,

f) The incresse in commorce as ~ result of the aconomic
bonanza. The businossmen of the valley ~r¢ going through an
excollent financinl period, To show this it ic enough to cite
the ease of bror consumption which nccording to the only
distributor in Viru has ronched an average of 3,000 dozen laran
botklas por month at 2 value of $6,269 wholesale, The grentest

consiuption is dnring fastivals: for example, in tho three dnys
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of the Fiostas Patrins (Indapandonce Colobration) of 1964,
1,500 dozon bottlos wora consumnd, In accordance with this
data, in thoe valleoy the people drink about, 36,000 dozen
bottlas of beer nor yoar at a valum of 875, 224,00 wholew
sala and $80,597.00 at rotail pricos.

Hot only tho bror distributors obtsin fat profits, but
also tha *busincssmen™ or middlemen of the agricultural
products, Throe Viruncros sorve as middlemen and~throtigh
their hands circulate over $100,000 nar 7ear, during the
transactions renlized in tho rotsil markets of Chiclavo,
Chimbotn and Lima

g) Other economic activitins have appearod in commection
with agricultura, Thoy arc numorous but aviculture, which hngan
to prosnor after 1962, particularly stands out, In the valley
thore are oight chicken growing ontorprisos, the majority of
theom loeated noar tha town of Viru. The growars buy chicks
from the chicken brocders of Trujillo, Tima or Chimhotr, work
at fattoning tho chickens and nroducing cgps,  The lareost
ostablishrmonts have 20,000 fowl and periodie~1ly scll from
1,500 to 2,000 chickens in Chimbote. The foul ~re fed with
lowest quality maize from tho chicken raisers® own harvosts,
mixed with spocially balanced proparcd chickon feed thoy pure

chasa,
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h) Interest in formnl and professional edueation, Unlike
many Andean districts with n smaller number of inhabitants,
Viru has produced only six libor»1 nrofessionals (who live
elsevhere), five of thon offsprin< of immirrants, This shows
that therc was previously little interest in formal education
for children, but hanpily it now constitutes an aspiration of
parents, be they smrll proprintors or 2212225 who are nlrcady
sendiny their children to the primary and seccordary schools
of Viru; Trujillo and Chimbote. There are several university

students who participate activoly in the “ecooperativas®,
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SUMMARY

The conclusions derived from this study are the following:
First, That the system of land tonuro detorminos the tyoe
of local and regional socinl stratification, In the cose of
Viru, where thore arc lands exploited by their proprictors and
lands oxploited in an indirect form, there are the following
social groups:
1. Large proprietors
2, Lessees or tonants nnd rich colonos
3, Hacionda omployoos and oublic servants
4, Merchants, chauffecars, ownors of barber shops and
small artisans
5. Colonos and aparceros
6. Poons
n) stable or firm
b) contractod
¢) froe
d) sorfs
7. Sorvants
The largo propriotors ara thoe owners of farm land which
thoy thomselvos exploit. Naturally, among the proprietors aro
sub-groups nccording to the amount of 1lond they nossess, The

ownors of haalondas and farms occupy the highest position,



and the owners of minifundium are 2t the opposite extromo and

have tho same status as the colonos. The power and the social
status of the provrictors are in relation to the size of thoir
propertics,

The ownors of hacicndas and farms aro treated with respoct
by the peonle of the rogion, who use the Spanish respect title
don when speaking to them, These propriotors are the - laarned
men® of the society, especinlly when thoy have been to the uni-
versity,

The lesscas occupy the position next to the laree pnroprieators,
since they can bocome proprictors of the real proporty they
manage, as has hippened on various oceasions. In this way thow
enjoy the same privileges as the haciendn owners, asneeinlly whon

—_—
they ~rc long-time rasidents of the loeality or ragion,

The employees include thosc in charge of the supervision of
tho onerations of the haciendas and farms and ~lso Governmont
employccs, In the first groun are the managers, administrators,
and cashiers, etc., nnd in thc second are the teachors, policew
mon, ote, All of the above 2rey in 2 certrin way subordinate
to the large nroprictors, except when thoy are outstanding nro-
fossionals, such ns ngronomists or school nrincipals, The laren
proprietors who live in the vallay, ~nd the mediwn pronriotors
and the “rich' colonos who live in the town ~re those who tnka

part actively in the nublic 1life of the District, sinco from
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them come tho greater vart of the authorities whose activitios
are regulated, directly or indirectly, by the former,

The merchants, chauffeurs, ownors of barber shons, artisans,
ote, are striving only to accumulate money in order to become
proprietors, They aro, therefore, cordial with a1l social Kroups
in order to obtain mazrimum utility fron them, Thov ~re the
shock-absorbers, the intermediaries between the dowinant and

N Ak :
the dominntare, They are those who do not have land and in order

to be able to use it must become colonos nnd aparcoros. They

occupy 2 position inferior to that of emnloyees; but in nrac-
tice belong to one of the subordinate groun.

"ith the exception of the colonos who are Viruneros from birth
and of the colonos and small landholders who live in the towm,

the vresence of the aparceros and colonos as . pgroun is not felt

in the valley, because thoy live isolated from ench other,

occunied with their farming activities, This isol~tion is

accontuated by the fact that the m jority of the colonos ~nd

aparceros are immigrants or descendents of immierants, # similor

situntion was found by iunez del Prado in 1947 (1951:13.-14),
Traditionally, in order to re~ch the nosition of colono,

an individunl must previously work =5 beon on the h~cionda, o

poriod which serves to instruct him about the system and »1lew
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him to cultivate amity with the maniger of tho hacicndn,
According to tho type of relations that arc nttainod, ho ean
obtain 1 larger or smiller amount of now lands which he must
convert into cultivable land, There still live in the vellav
colonos and widows who ~rrived over thirty vonrs apo and testifss
that they begin as poons and now enioy = large incoime ~ftor
many vears of sacrifico,

Intil fiftcen years ~so, whon the provrietors wore not
afraid of ngrarian reform, the aparcero peasant could easily
bocomo 2 colono, but now he has become ~n aparcera outenst haerusa
the proprietors do not allow Him to work on thc some lot morc
than one season., The migratory avarcero who does not howe -
nermanent dwelling in the valley lives with his familvy during the
ngricultural season, in 2 hut constructod noxt to his warkineg

area, Few aparceros hive » fixed residence, since thoy camot

find 2 place nor land.

The peons ocecupy the noxteto-lowest nosition of the loce ]
socirl strata, Thoy 2re thoso without 1and who live hy dnye
wages, Thay are almost 211 immiorants. There are four sub-
groups of peons:

1) Stable ncons
2) Contracted paons
3) Free peons

4) Peoon - serfs
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The stable poons are those who work or reside in a perma.
nent way on .the haciendas or farms, but their numbers are
much reduced hecausc the hncien@@ ovnoers prefer contract
peons., Thoy and thoir families occuny the group of laboreors®
nuts located near the haciende houses, Tho salary of ~ stable

peon is botweon fiftv-six cents (554) and sixty-soven conts

(674) por day, plus tho mid-dry meal ~nd the socinl benefits
recoenized by national laws, According to the employers, the

noons cause 2 daily expenso of oleghty-.three conts (834) in-

cluding tho salary, mid-day meal and socisl benefits,

The contrnct peons are temporary workers, laborers brought

by contractors who recruit neonlo to work for n set time, usunlly
2 month, on the haciendas with which they have a contract, The
laborers core from backward hamlets and haciondas of the Nonnrt-
ment of Lambayeque nnd Puir~ and nalso of the Province of Huma-
chuco in Un Libertad Department, The first group ~rc known -8
“northarnors® and the second as “serranos® (from tho sierra
rogion), The Elﬁigfgﬂ owners prcfer the contract one~sonts for
the following re~sons: the work egoes faster, since tho contrac.
tor supervises the contracted lnborors who are paid nt taske.

or pioce-work rates: and bocause in this way the emplovers ovndo
paying into tho socinl security fund the contributions due on
long~term employces, which mount cumulntively with longth of

service,
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The contractors aro a new version of the traditionsl ‘con
men” or Ferimps®, They recoive 2 certain sum for cach con.
tract thev obtain, in addition to a2 salary for supervising tho
work which thevy assign nt niccc..work rates,

The contract nensants receive $1,12 vor day without meals
or other benefits, “hilc working they spond thoir nights in
laree courtyards or “corrals: where thoy form » type of camn
with huts of dry corn stalks and branches: there they cook,
amuse themselves and drink when thoy have finished their dutics,

The free peons, the noor immigrants who rocently ~rrived
in the valley, sorve the small and medium proprictors, cspecinlly
during the periods of harvest ~nd ground.broakins, The salary
thev roceive is fifty-six cents (584) dnilv (between June and
Aupust of 1964) uwith the mid-day meal or seventy-four cents
(744) without the inideday meal,

The neon.sorfs are Sicrran frmilies who live within nrivate

property or under colonzto, who in aexchange for the parcel of
land which they occuny =2nd on which they construct their huts,
raisce fowl nnd mnaintain ~ sm2ll zoarden, become » sort of sor-
vant to the nroprictor or manaccr., They racoive the some solary
28 the free peasant, hut ernnot make vy versonsl decisions
without the authorization of the notron whom they are obliped

to sorve., Patrons heln anch other by lending serfs and these

ean only o where they tre orderead,
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Domestic servants have the lowast social position,
Thoy aro womon and boys who have come from tho highlands or
are poons® sons., Thoy work for the first thrao groups and
rich colonos. Vhon the boys become adults they usually
bacome aparceros,

In swmamary, in tho social asocct the patrons of the land
tonancy systam dofine a rigid social stratification, bacauso
proporty grants to its nossessors o high social status and
political power;, A ease which oceurrad in 1962 demonstratos
this, The proprietors of a fundo wore onposed to their workors?
forming unions and oxpolled their leadors under throeat of a
lock out, Another example of their oxercise of powor was tho
case of a family that had municipal control for fifty-five years,

Second. That the large pronrietors are active npents of
tochnological change, It has boen seen that the haciondas and
fundos convertad into agricultural nroduction enterprisos hove
obtained the greatost technienl progress with consequent inereaso

in production, This has caused the haciondas and fundos to be.-

come truc conters of exverimentation and demonstration for the
rost of the farmnrs of the valley, osnacially the colonos., This
great tochnological advance is not matched by n comparable social
advance since, with few excoptions, the living conditions of the
ﬁE?ESﬁEE are extremoly poor; this situation eannot change due to
the compotition caused by the great increaso in migrants coming

to work at any salary whatsoover,
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Third, That the economic development of a region does not
necessarily require tho displacemont of its rural ponulation,
as some spocialists in develovment theory think necassary,
(Higgins 1959:454..55), In the Viru cnse the peasants have not
been displacod up to now even though ngricultural onor~tions ~ro
being maochanized and becoming more cxtensive in naturo, On the
contrary, the rural population in this valley has increased 35%
botween 1940 and 1961 (Table Mumber 10). Possibly the rate of
increase has become sreater sinco 1961, precisely becrusc tha
agricultural development in the valley has attracted to it
migrants - specialists and ponsants who come from less economicnlly
favored regions,

As wo have alre~dy said, the cconomic growth of the Viru
Valley hns occurrcd becnuse of technification and divorsifi-
cation in the extensive and intensive use of its agricultur-l
lands, This implies that those londs were nreviously poorly
cultivated, inasmuch as present yields of locnl acriculturnl
commodities such as miize are highor than before ver hectare
as well as in volumo of cultivation nnd totnl amount harvastard,

Fourth, Thot the constal nonulation, with misrants of
differont origins, constitutes » “coastal” ethnic and cul-
tural group with very smccialized characteristics, Vien is
characterized by its abundanco of migrants from different
regions of the country, and also from other continents Asia

and Ruropa,
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There is a mixture of coastal Indians, Andean Indians,
coastal Creoles, urban people, Megroes, Turoneans; Asians;
otc,, and thore is also 2 high rate of illegitimncy; 56% -
of tho children born in 1963, In the last fifty yenrs there
have been, in the district of Viru ~lone, 355 family namos
bolonging to 451 fomilies of differont origins, Only twolve
family naines ~re native to Viru,

Apart from the biologzical, the migrants have brought
with them many culturnl clements which have corbined with the
local ones originating s now social and cultural complex, that

vhich wo eall ‘coastal®, which we will discuss in the future,
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REFERENCES

Tho reasons why the goneological technique was not apnlied
in Viru aro discussed in the work entitled: “Application
of the Geneological lMethod and Technique in the communitios
of Peru."

Data taken from the bulletin published by the Board of
Agrarian Inspection and Control of the {inistry of Agri.
culture, 1962 (sec Mo, 5 of the bibliography).

Data collectod in the Departmental Office of the tinistry
of Agriculture in Trujillo, from its archives and from a
wall tablc on public view,

For a list of the varietios of hybrid maize¢ in the Worth
Peruvian Coast, see Anonimo 1962:38-40,

"irunenses.® A term utilized by some rosidonts of the
town of Viru with the object of differentiating themselves
from those who 1live in the countrv, who are called
¥Viruneros®,

La Industria, Trujillo Sept., 2, 1965, p, 7 (daily).

Nunez dol Prado (1951:16-20) has good information ahout

real property transference in Viru,

This extension was estimited by the Army Goographic Institut.
(Instituto Geografico iiilitar del Peru) at October 1964,

This name is used because the first oranros of this variety
woro grown on tho !fuando Hacienda: now their cultivation is

widesproad in Peru,
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GLOSSARY

Aparcero Sharecroppor,

Banco do Fomento Agropecuario del Feru - Paruvian
Government ban% which gives loans
te farmers and cattlomen.

Bracoro Unskillod farm worker,

Col.ono Farmer who has aestate lands for
an indefinite peoriod and pives
tho landlord tho third, fourth,
or fifth vart of the gross pro-

duction,

Fundo Agricultural proportios of 100
to 500 hectrros; vihore tho owner
residos,

Hacienda An estate (a manor),

Mostizo Historically, a person of ixad

Spanish and Indian ancestry in
tho Snanish colonies,
Contemporanoously, in Peru a
person of Westorn culture, non
Indian,

Minifundium System of small holder agricultura
in which nroduction units are
unoconomically small,

Poon A wage lnboror, fraquontly
seasoml with no property rights,

Serrano liighlander (connotins somathing
of the “hillbilly* concont in
Viru narlance),

Virunero Native of the town of Viru,
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