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THE CORNELL THAILAND PROJECT

Cornell University's Thailand Project was established
in 1947 to improve and extend an understanding of the
development of the Southeast Asian Kingdom which from early
in the nineteenth century had maintained a close association
with the United States and during the twentieth century had
sent so many of its students to Cornell. Courses dealing
with aspects of Siamese culture were already part of the
Cornell curriculum. In 1948 the University began active
programs of field research in Thailand where staff or
students have worked almost continuously ever since. In the
same year a purchasing program was begun to augment the
Thailand holdings in Thai, Chinese, and other languages in
the University Library's Wason Collection, which now houses
the most comprehensive library of vernacular and Western
lanpguage materials on Thailand and Southeast Asia in the
Western hemisphere. In 1951 instruction in the Thai language
was initiated in Ithaca. In Bangkok that same year the
University established a Cornell Research Center to facili-
tate the work of students and scholars of any nationality,

a clearing house which was maintained until 1958 when its
functions and resources could be transferred to the Siam
Society Research Centre established to take its place.

Since 1948 when Cornell first helped support village
studies in Bang Chan, near Bangkok, and San Pong, near
Chiengmai, a long and varied series of research and other
scholarly activities has been sponsored by the Cornell
Thailand Project. In 1954 lecture and in-training courses
in the social sciences were conducted in Bangkok for young
Thai government officials, A popular public lecture series
on the social sciences and their application in Thailand
was offered in Bangkok in 1955 by a group of international
scholars and published the following year in Thai and English
in a large edition which was soon exhausted. In 1958 a
small international conference on stability and change in
Thai cultnre was held for a week at Burg Wartenstein in
Austria ittended by Thai, American, English, French, German,
and Austrian scholars. A larger international field seminar
on the problems of social science research in Thailand was
convened at the Siam Society in Bangkok in 1963, sponsored
by both Cornell and London Universities.

Through a combination of work at Cornell and in the
field some two dozen students, chiefly Thai and American,
have been trained to the doctoral level in a variety of
disciplines combined in each case with Thai studies; and
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many more have been awarded masters degrees in these fields,
The results of their research and of the work of Cornell
staff members and of others associated with the Cornell
Thailand Project have been published in a wide ranging series
of monographs and articles on Thai history, prehistory, and
art history, on anthropology, linguistics, economics,
government, public administration, labor relations, religion,
education, and personality structure, Such studies have
helped provide a general context for the better understanding
of Project sponsored work on seven Thai or Thai-LlLao village
communities in the northern, northeastern and central regions
of the Kingdom and on such ethnic groups as the Chinese, the
Thai-Malays in the south, and the Khmu and other hill tribes
in the north., These investigations by staff and students
have not been restricted by any rigid plans for systematic
coverage of related aspects of Thai society and polity;
nevertheless research on the campus and in the field has

been directed to the less developed areas of Thai studies

so that much of the work sponsored by the Project has been
of a pioneering nature, although a preat deal of fundamental
research has necessarily been neglected and remains still

to be done,

A list of the studies completed and published uader
the auspices of the Project since its inception in 1947 is
provided in this Bibliography. To this has been added a
record of the several special projects and activities
undertaken by the Cornell Thailand Project at various times,
together with a listing of the persons who have been closely
associated with these activities, omitting only the names of
the seventy-three participants in the 1963 Bangkok London-
Cornell Field Seminar on Social Research in Thailand, an
account of which is given in a 1963 Report to the London-
Cornell Project Committee by David and Alene Wyatt, obtain-
able from the Committee at Cornell.

It should be noted that from the start the Cornell
Thailand Project has been an integral part of larger Cornell
programs of instruction, training and research in which some
of the varied and unique resources of the University's several
colleges and divisions have been orpanized and developed for
the study of major international problems which lie beyond
the scope of any single academic discipline or any series
of single country studies,

The Thailand Project was inaupurated in 1947 as part
of a Cornell program of comparative studies of cultural
change initially supported by grants from the Carnegie
Corporation of New York and concerned primarily with such
regions as South, Southeast, and East Asia, Latin America,
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Africa, and parts of Canada and the American Southwest.

Of special concern for this program has been the collabora-
tive application of the knowledge of the natural sciences

and the insights of the social sciences to the often grave
and always complex problems of cultural transfer, cultural
continuity, and cultural change in the turbulent and unstable
pre-industrializel regions of a small world. Research on
these problems has been used directly in experimental
teaching and training projects conducted both on the campus
and in the field, The case study method employed in campus
seminars to investigate specific situations of cultural
change is exemplified in the Cornell-sponsored volume,

Human Problems in Technological Change, edited by E. H.
Spicer and published by the Russell Sage Foundation in 1952,
Lecture and discussion courses offered by the cultural change
program staff have dealt with problems of theory and practice
as these are presented in Cooperation in Change by Ward H.
Goodenough, published in 1363 also by the Russell Sage
Foundation, The Cornell summer intercultural field seminars
for training students interested in working in foreign
societies, conducted for a number of years in the American
Southwest, are described by Robert Bunker and John Adair in
The First Look at Strangers, published in 1959 by Rutgers
University Press, [Fileld Instruction and practical training
carried out in "classrooms in the field", in which concrete
research problems and the cross-cultural or bi-national
situation are used to advantare, have been considered normal
and important functions of each of the several research
projects carried out under this program in various parts of
the world, including Thailand.

In 1950 a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation enabled
Cornell to establish in the Department of Asian Studies its
multi-disciplinary Southeast Asia Program, the faculty of
which now includes thirteen specialists in anthropology, art,
art history, economics, history, linguistics and literature,
political science, public administration, and rural sociology.
Five of these staff members have carried on field research
in Thailand., With the development of this area and language
program the Cornell Thailand Project received the joint
sponsorship of both the Department of Anthropology and the
Southeast Asia Program of the Department of Asian Studies.

It is clear that the Cornell Thailand Project owes
much to colleagues and to other divisions of the University
and to many Thai, American and other associates, friends



and private or governmental agencies and institutions
outside of Cornell. This partial record of their help
combined with a bibliography of the work of staff, students
and associates is presented in part as a visible symbol of
the appreciation with which their support is acknowledged
by the Cornell Thailand Project.

Lauriston Sharp

Professor of Anthropology
and Asian Studies

Director

Cornell University
Ithaca, New York

December, 1964
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