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TWO CASES OF INTERNAL MIGRATION IN THE ANDES
 

In the study of the phenomenon of internal migration,
 

the pattern of rural-urban migration has been generalized;
 

from the rural zones to the small towns, later to the larger
 

urban centers, and finally to the capital cities. 
 Another
 

type of migration with the opposite effect, has not been
 

taken into account. This migration takes place from the
 

urban zones to the rural zones, of which there are few
 

references or proven cases.
 

In this study two opposite cases have been found: 
 the
 

migration of a small population towards urbanity, and the
 

migration of an urban population to a small semi-rural town.
 
i/
These two cases concern the towns of Aquia, Peru, 
 and
 

2/

Caranavi, Bolivia.- Both are part of the 22 cases studied
 

by the Cornell Andean Program, under the direction of Pro­

fessor Allan R. Holmberg. The data have been obtained using
 

census forms containing a limited number of questions con­

cerning migration.
 

Through the interpretation of some quantitative find­

ings in both towns, one that is 
a source of immigrants and
 



one that attracts them, it will be suggested that in the
 

Andean countries the process of economic and social develop­

ment is related to the redistribution of the urban popula­

tion in the less developed areas.
 

Aquia is 
a small town, the capital of its district,
 

located 243 miles north of the city of Lima. 
 It is in the
 

Sierra region, 11,000 feet above sea 
level. In December
 

of 1964 its population consisted of 964 inhabitants, of
 

which 77.7% were natives and 22.3% were outsiders to the
 

town. 
 However, there were also approximately a thousand
 
3/


Aquinos- residing in Lima, Callao and in the beach resorts
 

near Lima. Of these, some 50 were professionals and uni­

versity students.
 

The origin of this town is colonial, having been
 

founded over 200 years ago with a Quechua population base.
 

For almost half of this period, it has served primarily
 

as an administrative headquarters for 8 small communities,
 

settlements and haciendas. 
 The town and its surrounding
 

environs have a population of 2,300. The inhabitants are
 

engaged in agriculture and cattle raising, preserving the
 

same techniques introduced in the area during the colonial
 

period. The agricultural exploitation is essentially for
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subsistence, while cattle raising and especially its
 

derivatives (milk, cheese and butter) are used to supply
 

part of the markets of the coast.
 

As for public services, apart from the offices of
 

the local authorities, in Aquia there are only two pri­

mary schools and a mail and telegraph office. On Sundays
 

two trucks with merchandise from the neighboring city of
 

Chiqu~n arrive in this town to supply the local stores.
 

The salaried workers are few and their services are used
 

temporarily, only during agricultural works and the con­

struction of houses.
 

The other locality on which this analysis is based
 
4/


is Caranavi, the capital of its canton- located 112 miles
 

northeast of the city of La Paz. It is in the region of
 

the Yungas, and it has an altitude of 2,000 feet above
 

sea level. In January of 1965, its population was 1,264
 

inhabitants: 14.5% were born locally and 85.5% were born
 

outside the locality (urbanites, Aymaras, Quechuas, Cambas
 

and others). It is a new town of approximately 20 years
 
5/


of age, and it represents the commercial and common center
 

for the neighboring area of colonization. The people of
 

the nearby colonies take to this town their agricultural
 

products (fruits, coffee, rice, chicken and eggs) to sell
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at the Sunday fair or to the 
local merchants, who in turn
 

supply them with articles of prime necessity.
 

Concerning the industr.al aspect, in Caranavi there
 

are: 
 2 sawmills, 2 small bottling plants of carbonated
 

waters, 2 rice polishers, 1 coffee mill, 2 ice 
cream par­

lors, 4 hotels, 2 chicha taverns, and various restaurants.
 

An intensive auto service connects this 
town with the city
 

of La Paz. Also, there is 
a small airport for small air­

planes that carry loads 
to the gold mines of the region
 

and the bordering forest.
 

Among Caranavi's public services there are 
primary
 
6/


schools,-a post office, a hospital, a police office, phar­

macies, 
a market, an agency of the Banco Agricola and
 

another agency of agricultural extension, and Catholic and
 

Protestant churches. 
 There are also some recreative cen­

ters, such as 4 billiard parlors, 2 cinemas and bars.
 

The diverse activities related to agriculture, indus­

try, commerce, the transportation and functioning of the
 

various services provide many jobs 
for the people of both
 

sexes,
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The most outstanding quantitative findings in Aquia
 

and Caranavi are:
 

TABLE 1
 

AQUIA AND CARANAVI POPULATION BY ORIGIN
 

AQTJIA CARANAVI 

Local born: 77.7 14.5 

Outsiders: 

Urban 4.6 51.1 
Rural 17.7 33.5 
Foreign 0.9 

Total 100% 100% 

From this table it can be deduced that: 77.% of the
 

population of Aquia was born in the town itself and only
 

22.3% are outsiders. Scarcely 14.5% of the population of
 

Caranavi is native, of which 87.4% is less than 14 years
 

of age, according to the analysis of the composition of
 

the population by age.
 

Concerning the category of outsiders, 4.6% of the
 

population of Aquia come from urban zones, and 55% of this
 

percentage are less than 14 years of age. The mothers of
 

the majority of these children are single women, resi­

dents of Lima, where they have worked or are working as
 

maids or labourers. 17.7% of the population comes from
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rural zones, 80% of which are neighboring communities and
 

towns of the provinces of Bolognesi and Huari.
 

In Caranavi, 51.1% of the outsider population comes
 

from urban zones, especially from the district and city of
 

La Paz (36%). 33.5% originated in rural zones; 72% of this
 

percentage are from villages, communities, and ex-haciendas
 

of the district of La Paz. The rest art- of Camba and
 
7/
 

Quechua origin. Many of those who belong to these groups
 

have not migrated directly to Caranavi but moved from other
 

towns or cities, which can be proven by the places in which
 

their children are born.
 

In general terms, it can be affirmed that the floating
 

population of Caranavi consists of young bachelors who
 

travel from one place to another in search of better work­

ing conditions. In the analysis of the population compo­

sition, it has also been determined that 7% of the out­

siders of this same town, over 15 years of age, have for­

merly been temporary migrants in Brazil, Argentina, Chile
 

town of
and Peru. Such cases have not been found in the 


Aquia.
 

Finally, it has been discovered that 0.9% of the
 

population of Caranavi is foreign, originating in Korea,
 

Japan, Spain, and the United States. No one of foreign
 

origin and experience has been found in Aquia.
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In brief, it can be established that: 
 (1) The major­

ity of the population of Aquia is native because it is 
a
 

town with few job opportunities and outsiders have no rea­

son to migrate to it. 
 On the other hand, the majority of
 

the population of Caranavi is composed of outsiders be­

cause it is 
in the midst of an expansion of new alternatives
 

which acts as 
a magnet for those who are seeking better
 

living conditions.
 

(2) For the most part, the outsiders of Aquia come
 

from rural zones inferior to this town. 
 On the other hand,
 

a higher percentage of the outsiders of Caranavi come 
from
 

urban zones. This corroborates what has been affirmed by
 

the preceding paragraph.
 

(3) The contact with foreign countries and the pres­

ence of foreigners gives Caranavi a certain cosmopolitan
 

character.
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TABLE 2
 

AQUIA AND CARA4AVI POPULATION BY ORIGIN AND SEX
 

AQUIA CARANAVI 

Male Female Male Female 

Local born 81. 74.8 14. 15. 

Outsiders 

Urban 
Rural 

4.5 
14.5 

4.8 
.20.4 

51.1 
34.1 

51. 
33. 

Foreign .8 1. 

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 

This table shows that there is 
a larger percentage
 

of men (81%) than women (74.8%) who are natives of Aquia.
 

This suggests that there are more 
female emigrants, that
 

more males are born than females, or that more females die
 

than males. 
 It has been absolutely determined, however,
 

that only 45% of those who emigrate are women, leaving the
 

last two alternatives to be proven.
 

In Caranavi it is observed that there is 
an equili­

brium between the sexes, given that women outnumber the
 

men by only 1%.
 

In the group of outsiders, the women of Aquia out­

number the men by 6.2%. 
 The higher percentage of the
 

women belongs to those of rural origin (20.4%), who
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outnumber the men (5.9%) of the same zone. In Caranavi,
 

with the exception of the men of rural origin who out­

number the women by only 1.1%, a numerical equality for 

both sexes is observed. 

Given the foregoing, we can now proceed to state that
 

in Aquia the difference in the percentages of the sexes,
 

of the outsiders in general, might indicate a type of indi­

vidual migration. This would be different from Caranavi, 

where the similarity in the percentages of both sexes leads
 

one to think of a family type of migration. 

TABLE 3
 

AQUIA AND CARANAVI POPULATION BY AGE GROUP
 

Age AQUIA CARANAVI 

0-14 46.2 43. 
15-19 8.1 11.5 
20-29 9.2 17.2 
30-39 8.9 13.9 
40-49 11.2 8.9 
50-59 8.6 3.9 

+60 7.8 1.7 
Total 100% 100% 

This table shows that 46.2% of the population of
 

Aquia consists of children (less than 14 years old), and
 

that the section of people above 40 years of age is repre­

sented by 27.6%. This is almost equal to the younger sec­

tion which represents 26.2% of the same population, cover­

ing the 15 to 39 year sector.
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The figures found in Caranavi are opposite to those
 

of Aquia, because the young population is in the majority.
 

The percentage of those under 14 years of age, 43%, is
 

somewhat lower than that of Aquia, but is still a con­

siderable amount; the young section of 15-39 years olds
 

consists of 42.6%; lastly, the section older than 40 repre­

sents only 14.5%
 

According to these percentage relations it can be
 

affirmed that: In Aquia, the high percentage of the popu­

lation of children and the low percentage of young adults,
 

given the antecedents of migration in -this town, are due
 

to the fact that the majority of the people start to emi­

grate at 15, leaving the town with only the children, some
 

young adults and conservative adults. In the opposite
 

case of Caranavi one finds a young, recently settled popu­

lation. Also, the majority of its sector of people older
 

than 40 years of age were the first outsiders to have
 

settled in that town in the course of its 20 years of
 

existence.
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TABLE 4 

AQUIA & CARANAVI POPULATION OVER 7 YEARS OLD BY LITERACY & SEX 

LITERATE ILLITERATE
 

Male Female Male Female Total
 

Aquia 44.7 40.1 3.2 12 100%
 

Caranavi 45.2 34.5 6.8 13.5 100%
 

This table shows that the majority of the population
 

of Aquia is literate (84.8%), while the illiterates consti­

tute only 15.2% of the total population over 7 years of age.
 

In Caranavi the literate are also in the majority, repre­

senting 79.7%, and leaving only 20.3% illiterates.
 

Comparing the two towns, it is apparent that Aquia
 

contains a higher percentage of literates than Caranavi.
 

Yet, Caranavi has almost the same percentage of literate
 

men and 5.6% fewer Aterate women than Aquia.
 

It can be deduced from the foregoing data that the
 

high incidence of literacy is one of the elements that
 

favor the eccnomic development of a town. But, in Aquia
 

one finds the opposite case occurring, since although it
 

has a higher incidence of literacy it has a slower devel­

opment than Caranavi. This difference can be explained
 

by the origin of the inhabitants of both towns:
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77.7% of the population of Aquia is native, while 85.5%
 

of the population of Caranavi is foreign. 33.5% of this
 

group of outsiders comes from the rural zones where there
 

is a great resistance to formal education, especially for
 

the womar.
 

TABLE 5
 

AQUIA AND CARANAVI POPULATION BY LANGUAGE
 

AQUIA CARANAVI 

Spanish only 8. 38.5 

Quechua or Aymara only 3.4 7.7 

Bilingualism 81.9 35.8 

Trilingualism 9.1 

None (babies & mutes) 6.7 8.9 

Total 100% 100% 

From this table it can be observed that only 8% of
 

the population of Aquia speaks only Spanish. The rest
 

are bilingual or Quechuan monolingual. This is opposite
 

to the case of Caranavi, where 38.5% uses Spanish as the
 

only medium of communication. This high percentage is
 

related to the origin of a large part of the inhabitants
 

who come from the region cf Llanos and the urban zones;
 

likewise with the children of the immigrants and out­

siders who are born in Caranavi and learn only Spanish.
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In relation to the use of native languages, such as
 

Quechua and Aymara, the three following cases have been
 

found: those who speak only Quechua or Aymara; those who
 

speak one of the native languages together with Spanish,
 

and those who speak indiscriminately the three languages
 

mentioned.
 

In the first case of monolingualism it is observed
 

that in both towns the percentages are the lowest, 3.4%
 

and 7.7%, respectively for Aquia and Caranavi. In the
 

second case, bilingualism, one finds 81.9% for the first
 

town and 35.8% for the second. As for the third case,
 

trilingualism, only Caranavi is mentioned (9.1%), since
 

in Aquia Aymara is not spoken.
 

Those who speak only Quechua in Aquia are natives
 

of the place, 40 years old or, older, or originated from
 

neighboring rural communities. On the other hand, those
 

who speak only Quechua or only Aymara in Caranavi are
 

those who have migrated directly from the rural areas of
 

the Altiplano.
 

The high percentage of biiingualism in Aquia is re­

lated to the low percentage of illiteracy of its popula­

tion and to the antiquity of the local schco±Z. In Caranavi
 

the bilinguists, in gtneral, are the mestizos of the
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Altiplano and the literates of rural origin who have
 

migrated there.
 

Trilingualism in Caranavi is favored by the migrants
 

who have had previous experience in more 
than two regions
 

of Bolivia. They had the opportunity to learn native
 

languages, especially for commercial purposes.
 

In accordance with what has been described, it can 
be
 

asserted that the use of native languages does not limit
 

the development of a town like Caranavi, providing that the
 

majority speaks the official language, in this case, Spanish.
 

TABLE 6
 

AQUIA & CARANAVI POPULATION OVER 15 YEARS OLD BY OCCUPATION
 

Housewife 
Farmer 

Student 

Business 

Cattle-man 

Artisans and 8!
 
small services 

Teacher 

Worker 

Constructor 

Employee 

Spinner 

Dressmaker 

Chauffeur.and 9/

mechanics 

Military 

Professional 

Servant 

Other 

No answer 


Total 


Male 

44.4 

10.3 

8.1 

8.1 


6.3 

3.1 

3.1 
2.7 

2.2 


1.8 

9.9 


100% 


AQUIA 
Female 

72.6 
0.4 

7.8 

3.7 

1.9 


3.3 

0.4 


2.6
 
1.1 


6.3 

100% 


CARANAVI 
Male Female 

72. 
23.2 0.5
 
10.3 3.3
 
15. 8.4
 
0.5
 

14.4 
2.9 2.
 
2.6
 
2.1
 

15.8 3.1
 

4.7
 

2.9
 
1.8
 
1.1 0.5
 
0.3 5.
 
0.3 0.5
 
1.3
 

100% 100%
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For this table, only the principal occupations, and
 

not the minor ones indicated by those interviewed, have
 

been taken into consideration in order to simplify the
 

analysis.
 

If the occupation were to be considered according to
 

the highest percentage of people who practice them, both
 

in Aquia and in Caranavi. the housewives would be put in
 

first place. They represent 72.6% of the first town and
 

72% of the second. In both cases women have been found
 

who also dedicate their time to their husband's business
 

as a secondary activity.
 

The farmers occupy second place in both towns, with
 

44.4% and 23.2% of the masculine population, for Aquia
 

and Caranavi respectively. The percentage of women who
 

are engaged in agriculture is very low, 0.4% and 0.5%, and
 

represents single women and widows who lack masculine help.
 

It must be pointed out that the percentage of farmers in
 

Aquia is higher than indicated in the table. This is due
 

to the businessmen, cattle-men, teachers, artisans, and
 

even the laborers who engage in this occupation. Being
 

natives of the area, the majority of them possess agri­

cultural lands obtained by inheritance or through the commu­

nity. Although the majority of the population of Aquia is
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agricultural, this occupation does not have an essentially
 

economic character in the modern commercial sense. For
 

these people, rather than being an occupation, agriculture
 

is a way of life. This is due to the fact that a large
 

number of them have only small plots of land whose pro­

duction is barely sufficient for the subsistence of the
 

family. Also, they use colonial agricultural techniques
 

which do not permit a production proportional to the size
 

of the land. In the case of Caranavi, agriculture con­

stitutes one of the principal economic activities, since
 

it is cultivated primarily for commercial reasons. Never­

theless, the businessmen dedicated to agriculture mention
 

it as a secondary activity. This might be because the
 

occupation of a merchant or a businessman has a higher sta­

tus than that of a farmer, due to the fact that the majority
 

of them are of urban origin.
 

The occupation which takes third place in Aquia is that
 

of a student, with 10.3% for the men and 7.8% for the women.
 

In Caranavi the same percentage for men is found, but the
 

percentage for the women is inferior, being only 3.3%. The
 

higher number of women in Aquia who continue their secondary
 

education is explained by the proxi.mity of the town of
 

Chiquian (12 Km. away), where there is a secondary school.
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The occupation placed in third place in Caranavi
 

is that of the merchant which is carried out by 15% of
 

the men and 8.4% of the women. This percentage is higher
 

than that of Aquia, where only 8.1% of the men and 3.7%
 

of the women are merchants. In both towns the male mer­

chants have a majority over the women; in the first case 

because the term "merchant" includes the owners of hotels,
 

restaurants, bakeries, sawmills, and everyone who is
 

dedicated to commercial activities in general. The man
 

are more adept at this last activity, considering that
 

they have to move continually from one place to another
 

transferring their merchandise. On the other hand, it
 

must be considered that in Bolivia the women of certain
 

regions, such as Cochabamba, have special aptitudes for
 

this type of commerce. In the case of Aquia, the man
 

is considered the owner of the shop, even if it is his
 

wife who happens to be there most of the time.
 

The type of business that develops is different
 

in each town. Caranavi is a commercial center with a
 

Sunday fair, at which the tenant farmers and neighboring
 

townspeople conduct wholesale and retail commercial trans­

actions. In Aquia one can only buy products and merchan­

dise previously bought wholesale by the merchants or
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shopowners, who are in charge of reselling them retail.
 

The percentage of merchants in Aquia would rise if
 

one were to take the cattle raisers into account. They
 

represent 8.1% of the male population and 1.9% of the
 

female population, and have to trade their animals on
 

their own land or take them to the markets. In Caranavi
 

the percentage of this ocqupation is insignificant, which
 

indicates that the cattle raising there is incipient.
 

The artisan occupation and other such small services
 

are not as important in Aquia as in Caranavi. In the for­

mer only 6.3% of the male population has been found to
 

have this occupation, and it can well be said that it is
 

complementary (see page 15). Concerning this same town,
 

the occupation of a spinner could also be placed under
 

this same category, representing 2.6% of the feminine
 

population. In Caranavi 14% of the masculine population
 

is dedicated to shoemaking, carpentry, photography, hat
 

selling, tailoring, haircutting, etc. as a livelihood,
 

because there is a sufficient demand for them.
 

Among the occupations which depend on the State one
 

can find the schoolteachers, who in Aquia represent 3.1%
 

and 3.3% of the men and women respectively. In Caranavi,
 

however, this is true for only 2.9% of the men and 2% of
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the women. The higher percentage in Aquia is due to the
 

fact that in that town there also live teachers who in­

struct in the schools of neighboring communities. In
 

addition, another occupation that can be considered to
 

be dependent on the State is that of the military oL
 

Caranavi. 
 They represent 1.8% of the male population and
 

consist of policemen arid flyers who reside in that town. 

On the other hand, in Aquia there are no military, since
 

the police station is to be found in Chiquian, the capital
 

of the province.
 

There is almost the same percentage of workers in
 

both towns. They make up 3.1% and 2.6% 
of the male popu­

lation, with the difference that in Aquia they are utilized
 

only for agricultural jobs, and occasionally for construc­

tion. In Caranavi, however, they work not only in agricul­

ture but also in sawmills, bakeries, small factories, and
 

in construction. Constructors are also found in both
 

towns, in the almost equal percentages of 2.7% and 2.1%.
 

To continue, there is the occupation of employee, which
 

in Aquia if of no major importance. It is limited to only
 

2.2% of the masculine sector, which is employed in the
 

post office, electoral registers, and as custodians of the
 

schools, etc. 
 On the other hand, in Caranavi this
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occupation constitutes a high percentage of the male
 

population, 15.8%, and 3.1% of the female population.
 

In order of importance, it would take fourth place among
 

the occupations of the town. 
This is due to the exis­

tence of numerous public services, such as bank and agri­

cultural extension agencies, hotels, movies, the hospi­

tal, pharmacies, etc. It is interesting to observe that
 

in Aquia there are no women employees, while their per­

centage in Caranavi is quite significant.
 

The dressmakers show another difference between Aquia
 

and Caranavi. 
 In the first town they represent a scant
 

1.1%, and in the other 4.7%. In Caranavi there is a
 

greater demand for them, but in Aquia their services are
 

needed only occasionally to make clothes for the major
 

holidays of the locality.
 

The utilization of modern technology in Caranavi pro­

motes the existence of occupations, which are not to be
 

found in Aquia, such as that of chauffeur and mechanic
 

(5.5% of the male population), operators and professionals
 

(doctors, dentists, pharmacists, nurses, engineers, etc.).
 

As indicated in the table, only in Caranavi 
are
 

there servants, for the most part consisting of women (5%).
 

This does not, however, signify that in Aquia there are
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no servants because the only servants there are under 15
 

years of age; the young men and the young women as well
 

prefer to emigrate to the large cities where they are
 

paid more for the same servicer
 

In short, it can be affirmed that in Caranavi the
 

highest percentage of the population has occupations
 

related tu contemporary technology, while in Aquia the
 

major part of the population has occupations of the tra­

ditional rural type.
 

With the purpose of offering a better vision of the
 

migration phenomenon, in Aquia as well as in Caranavi, the
 

following table is presented. This table contains the
 

reasons for the migration as stated by a member of each
 

household of Caranavi and by the relatives (parents and
 

children) of the emigrants of Aquia.
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TABLE 7
 

REASONS FOR MIGRATION TO CARANAVI AND FROM AQUIA BY SEX
 

Reasons TO CARA4AVI FROM AQUIA
 

Male Female Male Female
 

Work 57.5 
 51.5 57. 39.2
 

Occupation 7.5 8.3 
 1.6
 

Lands 7.5 
 7.6
 

Business 6.9 
 6.1 0.8 3.1
 

Health 4.4 6.8 0.8 0.8
 

Better life 3.7 4.5 

Family 3.1 9.1 7.8 25.4
 

Adventure 1.3 
 0.8 1.6 2.3
 

Study 
 22.6 14.6
 

Other 0.6 
 1.6 1.6 2.3
 

No answer 
 7.5 3.8 6.2 12.3
 

Total 100% 100% 
 100% 100%
 

In accordance with this table, the majority of the
 

migrants of Caranavi and Aquia left their places of origin
 

in search of work. 57.5% of the men and 51.5% 
of the women
 

who reached Caranavi, and 57% of the men and 39.2% of the
 

women who left Aquia had the same motivation. Since it has
 

been deduced that most migrations to Caranavi have been
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made by couples, in comparison with the individual emi­

grations from Aquia, it is obvious that in the case of
 

the female informants they may have stated the same rea­

son for migrating as that of their husbands.
 

The second reason given in Caranavi was that of
 

occupation, that is, migration motivated by working contracts
 

or by the desire to be able to exercise a profession. Such
 

a case has occurred with the doctors and dentists who, as
 

part of their curriculum for studies, have been obligated
 

to move to this town. In this group can also be included
 

the teachers, nurse-, flyers, policemen, priests, company
 

employees, etc. The percentage of women (8.3%), who have
 

also declared this reason, is slightly higher than that of
 

the men (7.5%). In the case of Aquia, a scant 1.6% of the
 

men mention this motivation.
 

The third reason expressed by the migrants of
 

Caranavi was the desire to obtain lands on which to work,
 

but when not able to obtain them, many of them turned to
 

other activities. The similarity between the percentages
 

of men and women, 7.5% and 7.6%, again asserts the couple
 

type of migration to Caranavi.
 

This last motive was not mentioned in Aquia, where
 

they gave as a second reason for migration the desire to
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study, which was not indicated in Caranavi. There was
 

a higher percentage of men (22.6%) then women (14.6%).
 

This signifies that a large conservative rural sector
 

exists, which prefers to help men continue their secon­

dary education and which does not place importance on
 

an education as a livelihood for women. This is evi­

dent if we take into account the high iercentage of
 

female migrants who leave the town in 3carch of work. 

The total of men and women who migraLe from Aquia to
 

study signifies the desire of young people to mobilize
 

socially through professionalization.
 

The third reason for the migration from Aquia was
 

family matters, especially in the case of women, who
 

represent 25.4% of this group. They (according to their
 

parents) migrated for matrimonial reasons or conjugal
 

conflicts. In Caranavi, however, only 9.1% of the women
 

said that they have migrated to this town just to accom­

pany their husbands.
 

6.9% and 6.1% of the men and women migrants from
 

the city of La Paz or other urban centers, went to Cara­

navi in order to better their commercial activities or to
 

establish a new business. The low percentages (0.8% and
 

3.1%) found in Aquia, show that the migrants from this
 

town lack training for business.
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Only in Caranavi does the motive of migrating for
 

health reasons present itself. 4.4% and 6.8% of the
 

men and women respectively, who gave this reason, came
 

from the frigid zones of Bolivia.
 

The motivation of a better life may well be 
re­

lated to any other motivation that offers better eco­

nomic, social or health conditions to the migrant. It
 

can be considered to be a local expression which involves
 

all these possibilities.
 

The desire for adventure is most appropriate for
 

the youngest sector of migrants and least adequate for
 

the poorest sector, which explains the low percentages.
 

In short, those who migrated from Aquia and those
 

who migrated to Caranavi did it primarily for economic
 

and social reasons.
 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
 

Two towns of the same political category have been
 

presented, one which is a district capital in Peru and
 

the other the capital of a canton in Bolivia. Both are
 

connected by roads to their respective national
 

capitals.
 

The most outstanding differences between the two
 

towns are in: the geographic location, antiquity, the
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composition of their population, and the grade of
 

economic development. According to these factors of
 

differentiation, Aquia is located in the Andean region
 

and surrounded by traditional rural communities. It is
 

a town of colonial origin with a population which is
 

77.7% native, the majority of which is either, under 14
 

or over 40 years of age. They are dedicated to tradi­

tional rural economic activities, and consequently it is
 

a conservative society. This is due to the fact that a
 

mai Lity of its economically active population emigrates
 

to other urban centers where there are better working
 

conditions, formal education, and other opportunities.
 

Caranavi, as the opposite case, is located on the
 

flank of a mountain, surrounded by colonies of settlers
 

of heterogenic origin. It is a young town less than 20
 

years old, 85% of whose population consists of immi­

grants of urban origin ranging in age from 15 to 39.
 

These people are dedicated to modern economic activities,
 

which have converted Caranavi into a progressive and
 

active town.
 

According to the score of the inventory of community
 

services of the Cornell University Department of Anthro­
10/'


pology,- Aquia has 28 of 100 points, while Caranavi
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has 51. In other words, Caranavi has 23 more points
 

than Aquia in spite of its short existence.
 

In conclusion, it can be stated that from the demo­

graphic and social point of view, the economic develop­

ment of a town such as Caranavi is related to the type
 

of neighborhood it has. It is also related to the
 

presence of an elevated percentage of young adults (15-39
 

year.olds) with an urban origin, and cosmopolitan ante­

cedents, whose experience permits them to start and
 

carry on modern economic activities. This, in turn,
 

would convert the town into a commercial and communal
 

center, attractive to the inhabitants of neighboring areas
 

and to outsiders.
 

Likewise, according to the findings in tables 4 and
 

5, it can be affirmed that illiteracy and the use of native
 

languages do not limit the development of a town such as
 

Caranavi. Although this town has the higher percentage
 

of illiterate and Quechua and Aymara monolinguists, it is
 

more highly developed than Aquia.
 

The migration to a town is produced when it offers
 

new economic and livelihood alternatives which are non­

existent in the original towns of the migrants.
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NOTES
 

1. The data concerning Aquia have been obtained, under
 

the direction of the author, in November-December of
 
19649, for the Comparative Studies of Cultural Change,
 

Department of Anthropology, Cornell University, under
 

contract AID csd-296 with the Office of Technical
 

Cooperation and Research of the Agency for Inter­

national Development.
 

2. 
The data concerning Caranaviwere collected, under the
 

direction of Mr. Alberto Burela in January of 1965,
 
for the Andean Indian Community Research and Develop­

ment Program, Department of Anthropology, Cornell
 

University, under contract AID/la-206 (Regional)
 

with the Bureau for Latin America of the Agency for
 

International Development.
 

3. Natives of Aquia.
 

4. 
In Bolivia canton is a political jurisdiction equiva­

lent to the "distrito" in Peru.
 

5. 
National Census of 1950, Caranavi figures as a
 

canton.
 

6. In 1966, a secondary school started to function.
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7. 	Those who reside in the region of the Llanos or
 

in a forest zone are called Cambas.
 

8. 	Includes shoemakers, carpenters, solderers, hat
 

sellers, tailors, photographers and barbers with
 

their own workshops.
 

9. 	"Operators" includes those who drive trucks or
 

other vehicles, but do not hold a chauffeun's
 

license.
 

10. 	 The Department of Anthropology of Cornell University
 

is presently applying this system of analysis to
 

the population centers of the Andean region of Peru,
 

Bolivia and Ecuador. It is described by Henry F.
 

Dobyns, Paul L. Doughty, and Allan R. Holmberg,
 

Measurement of Peace Corps Program Impact in the
 

Peruvian Andes: Final Report. Ithaca: Cornell
 

University, Department of Anthropology, Cornell Peru
 

Project, 1965.
 

- 29 ­


