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SEMI-ANNUAL REPORT
 
April 1, 1976 - September 30, 1976
 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
 

Agency for International Development
 
Non-FormaL EducAtion Contract
 

AID/CM/ta-C-73-22 -TS 

Goals and Obj ecrives 

The major goals and objectives of this project are described in Article I 

Statement of Work - in the Contract. Broadly stated, the objectives are 

to: I) continue to investigate the role of non-formal education in mak.ing 

education more cost-effective, 2) increase, in the LDCs, an iderstanding 

of the contribution NFE can make in human resource development, and 3)
 

strengthen the LDC's ability to identify, plan for and utilize NFE in an
 

overall education strategy.
 

The specific objectives call for the Contractor to: 1) conduct seminars
 

and workshops on NFE both domestically and overseas, 2) provide technical
 

team visits in response to requests from AID/Washington and Missions, 3)
 

periodically convene the advisory/consultant staff at Michigan State
 

University, and 4) continue to develop expertise among scholars and
 

practioners in NFE methods and applications.
 

Goals for the lJeriod (4/1/76_- 9/30/76) 

The objectives of the period were to: 

1. 	 Assist with the development and progress of the NFE field
 

contract in Indonesia
 

2. 	 Negotiate an extension of the NFE contract which expires on 

September 30, 1976 

3. 	 Continue publishing reports and papers dealing with NFE activities
 

4. 	 Plan and hold an international conference/workshop, Non-Formal
 

iaucation and the Rural Poor.
 

5. 	 Continue the expansion of the Information Center and the NFE network
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6. 	 Respond to requests made for our services by AID/Washington and
 

the field missions.
 

Sinificant activities 

1. 	 International Conference and Workshop on Non-Formal Education and
 

the Rural Poor 

Professor Richard Niehoff, Director of the Conference and Workshop, and
 

a staff at Michigan State University comprised of faculty members and 

graduate students, began planning for the Conference/Workshop several 

months ago. The local planners were ably assisted by many staff members 

from 	AID, the latter effectively coordinated by Robert Van Duyn.
 

The Conference and Workshop were held at the Kellogg Center on the campus 

of Michigan State University from SeptemberZ6 - October 3, 1976. The 

principal elements of the somewhat unique conference and workshop were: 

a. the mix of participants, particularly those fcom abroad, from the 

several program areas - agriculture, family planning, nutrition, 

community development, and education - which use non-formal educa

tional methods to achieve their program goals. 

b. 	 the emphasis on case studies of development programs, prepared 

by the directors or other key personnel of the projects, which 

are exclusivel concerned with the rural poor in three continents
 

and in which the use of non-formal educational methods are an 

essential ingredient. 

c. the recognition, although all too briefly, of important and highly 

relevant topics, such as (i) the policy framework of the two leading 

funding agencies - AID and the World Bank - for the support of 

development activities which depend on non-formal educational methods
 

to achieve their purposes; (2) the role of literacy in development; 

(3) discussion and demonstration of communication media in non-formal
 

education; (4) improving the performance of non-formal educators;
 

and (5) the discussion of AID's priority program areas.
 

d. the assembly and display of a large number of carefully selected
 

and useful books, monographs and other materials in non-formal educa

tion. Several items in the exhibit were provided in sufficient
 

quantities by various organizations to be available, free of charge,
 

to interested participants.
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e. 	 the assembly and production of approximately twenty-five highly 

selected articles and other materials on various aspects of non

formal education which were not covered adequately in the program, 

or which are of a more pervasive nature. The±se materials could be 

thought of as constituting a small professional library for the 

participants. Numerous requests have been made for packets of 

these materials by persons who were not able to attend the conference. 

f. 	 the workshop, attended almost exclusively by participants from abroad 

(most of whom were funded by All)), was planned to help the partici

pants discuss and consider the applicability of the ideas, programs 

and concepts described and discussed at the conference to work in 

which they are engaged in their home countries. The workshop 

participants were divided into four groups which produced useful 

reports on and recommendations from their deliberations. 

The Conference was attended by nearly 150 registered participants, resource
 

persons and key AID and MSU personnel, plus another 75 MSU faculty and graduate
 

students. The participants represented over 20 nations, 27 national and inter

national organizations, and 30 colleges and universities, both domestic and
 

foreign. Of this number, All) paid the travel and per diem expenses of 45
 

foreign participants in addition to 13 officials from AID/Washington.
 

The Workshop, as indicated above, was essentially limited in attendance to
 

participants from third world countries. Preliminary appraisals of the 

Conference and Workshop, as evidenced by oral comments from the participants, 

letters received, and views expressed by AID and MSU personnel, are generally
 

favorable. A high percentage of attendance, particularly at the plenary
 

sessions, was noted. Favorable reactions have been received with reference
 

to the quality and range of presentations; the quality and scope of the 

exhibits; the potential usefulness of materials reproduced for the packets; 

the reports of the Workshop groups; the hospitality; and the films shown. 

Several agencies which are recipients of AID funding expressed appreciation
 

of the opportunity which the Conference afforded to get more recognition of
 

their programs. As in all conferences, the informal exchange of ideas and
 

experiences which took place and the opportunity for participants to become
 

better acquainted was appreciated. Dr. Kenneth L. Neff was Co-director.
 



-4-


A broader and more systematic appraisal of the Conference/Workshop is planned
 

through an evaluation from which will be sent to all participants, domestic
 

and foreign. Those being sent to Latin American will be translated into Spanish.
 

Richard Niehoff is writing a full report covering the topics and discussions
 

of the meetings. A draft is expected within 60 days.
 

Field support materials
 

2. 	 The development of field support materials continues under the direction
 

of Dr. Ted Ward. During the six month period an investigation of field
 

experiences under the TAB Contract was conducted and a project report was
 

submitted. The project goal was to determine the current status and
 

direction of non-formal education as perceived by the people at Michigan
 

State University who have been involved in NFE field-based activities.
 

The objectives were to:
 

a. 	 identify high priority questions and issues in non-formal
 

education as seen by MSU's NFE specialists.
 

b. 	 obtain a grasp of the problems which have been encountered
 

while performing field-based activities.
 

c. 	 identify tile sorts of background and knowledge drawn on by
 

individuals at Michigan State University.
 

d. 	 abstract a sample of field-based activities which have been
 

conducted by individuals who have contributed to NFE endeavors
 

at Michigan State.
 

Further, all of the MSU non-formal education publications were analyzed.
 

Key questions summarizing the content were formed and classified. The
 

questions developed from this study were compared and combined with those
 

which came out of the field experience study which provided a preliminary
 

outline for new material to be developed.
 

A series of research questions were identified to focus the data collection
 

efforts and facilitate data analysis. The questions which follow highlight
 

the concerns and issues facing the continuing activities in non-formal
 

education. For example:
 

a. 	What sorts of thLngs have MSU people been asked to do in support 

of non-formal education? 
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b. What sorts of things have MSU people actually done in their 

field-based activities? 

c. To/for whom were non-formal education services provided? 

d. What discrepancies are found between particular requests and 

the resultant activities? 

e. What knowledge and competencies are used in responding to 

particular requests? 

f. What knowledge and skills are identified as lacking in 

reference to particular consultant activities? etc. 

Work is underway to produce a series of pamphlets and booklets and, at
 

present, eleven people are at various stages in their writing assignments.
 

It is planned to have about twelve of these publications available for
 

field use within the coming year.
 

The Information Center
 

3. 	 The Information Center has had an active six months and a major change.
 

Dr. Mary Rainey resigned in June to accept a new position as the Director
 

of the Family Studies Center and Associate Professor in the Department of
 

Family Relations and Child Development at Oklahoma State University. A
 

new Director of the Information Center was hired and began work in July.
 

She is Ms. Joan Claffey. Joan has had a variety of educational experi

ences which make her well qualified for the position. Most recently she
 

was a faculty member at Brookdale Community College, Lincroft, New Jersey.
 

She will be working part-time on a Ph.D. degree at Michigan State.
 

Since Joan's arrival on campus the Center has been primarily concerned
 

with preparations for the International Conference and Workshop. During
 

the reporting period the Center was involved in the:
 

a. preparation of a Conference exhibit which included some 
200
 

printed materials on NFE (e.g., NFE and rural development,
 

NFE/agriculture, health, family planning, women and development,
 

out-of-school youth, literacy, communication and media, etc.)
 

b. acqusition and distribution of more than 60 publications
 

(donated by many individuals and organizations) to Conference
 

participants.
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c. 	facilitation of the ordering and/or obtaining particular NFE
 

materials requested by Conference part.icipants.
 

Since April 1, 1976, the Center has distributed 1740 MSU/NFE publications
 

to members of the NFE Network. Approximatel1y 230 items were received by
 

the Center on an exchange basis; another 20 items were purchased for the 

library. Four hundred more persons and institutions have been added to 

the NFE Network Exchange which amounts to a total of about 1900 on the 

list, 48% of these are outside the United States. There continues to be
 

an increase of inquiries coming to the Center and it is estimated that
 

about 350 Letters were sent to correspondents overseas and maybe 500 to
 

persons or organizations in the U.S. An annotated bibliography containing
 

59 journals and newspapers nthe topic of NFE and the Rural Poor was
 

prepared. These are entires included in the Center's collection. The
 

bibliography will be distributed to all members of the Network with the
 

NFE 	Exchange.
 

Finally, the library now contains 2650 entries. It is used extensively
 

by 	faculty members and graduate students at MSU and visitors who come to
 

the campus. Information contained in the library provides an excellent
 

resource for people who write in asking specific and general questions
 

about non-formal education. There has been a sizeable increase in the
 

number of requests for information and advice; during the first 22 months
 

of the Informtaion Center's existence there were less than 50 requests.
 

During the past four months there have been 20 requests.
 

Indonesian Project 

4. 	 The non-formal education project in Indonesia is underway. Dr. S. Joseph
 

Levine and his family arrived in Jakarta in April to begin a two year
 

assignment. The intention of the contract with AID and the Indonesian
 

government is to develop, implement and evaluate a community learning
 

system which has the potential of being replicated throughout Indonesia.
 

Two field sites have been selected, Anjatan in the Province of West Djawa
 

and Ujang Pandang in the Province of South Sulawesi. A Michigan State
 

University support group has been operationalized to provide Dr. Levine
 

consultant help and involve MSU resources in the design of training
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materials to be used in the field. 
 This group, comprised of faculty 

members and graduate students working with our TAB/AID Contract, 

meets at least once each month.
 

Afghanistan
 

5. 	 During the month of May, 1976, Dr. Frank Bobbitt, MSU College of 

Education, Dr. Denio Caul, Cooperative Extension MSU, and Mr. Robert 

Steiner, the Executive Director of the New Jursey Education Consortium, 

worked in Afghanistan. These men were invited by the, AID Mission to 

work with the Ministry of Education and the Rural Development Department 

on the application of non-formal education for (a) vocational training 

of eighth graders and (b) a rural development scheme in the Ghorband 

Region of Afghanistan. A plan was developed to move ahead with a non

formal education program to meet the occupational needs of eighth grade 

learners. This includes tie recommendation of a needs assessment study, 
the development of learning modules, and the utilization of local skilled 

individuals as instructors under the guidance of a non-formal, education 

coordinator. An outline for a non-formal education program on rural 

development was drafted for the Ghorband Region. This featured the 

formation of village groups to identify needs and develop plans for meet

ing these needs. A summary report has been submitted to the Mission in 

Afghanistan and to AID/Washington.
 

Conferences in Africa
 

6. 	 Dr. Marvin Grandstaff attended two conferences on Adult Education in
 

Africa during June and July. 
 The first was held in Dar-es-Salaam,
 

sponsored by the International Congress of Adult Education and hosted
 

by the Tanzanian Government and the University of Dar-es-Salaam. 

President Julius Nyrere was honorary chairman of the conference and
 

delivered the opening address on the theme of adult education and 

development. The conference papers and discussion centered on the role 
of adult education in achieving -tans for national development. There 

was heavy emphasis on rural development and upon the concept of 

indigenous origination of development plans.
 

The second conference was sponsored by the International Conference of
 

University Adult Education and was 
held 	at the University of Ghana at
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Accra. The primary concern of Lhe conference was with the extension of
 

higher education to presently-excluded groups of adults.
 

Southeast Asia 

7. 	 From August 10 to September 10, 1976, Dr. Cole Brembeck and Dr. Henry
 

Kennedy were in Southeast Asia on non-formal education business. The
 

first week was spent in Bangkok attending a Southeast Asia Ministers of 

Education Organization (SEAMEO) regional conference on non-formal education.
 

The objectives of the conference were to (a) review the current status of 
non-formal education in SE Asia and (b) recommend regional programs/projects 

in non-formal education for SEAMEO. The meetings in Manila were sponsored 
by the Regional Center for Educational Innovations and Technology (INNOTECH). 

The latter had as its theme, "New Roles of Teachers in Innovative 

Educational Programmes and Delivery Systems". Following these conferences 

Brembeck and Kennedy were invited to meet with AID and Pakistani officials 

concerning the use of non-formal education in reaching elementary school 
age children who are not 
being served by the present formal schools system.
 

Inquiries were made also of future involvement of Michigan State University
 

in developing a program of non-formal education in Pakistan.
 

International Cotunc . for Adult Education
 

8. 	 [n May, Michigan State University met with a group from the International 

Council for Adult Education (ICAE) to discuss problems of mutual interest 

in non-formal education. Included in the group were Budd Hall, Director
 

of ICAE, Mr. N.O. Kabwasa, Econo.nic Commission for Africa, Mr. Yusaf Kassam,
 

University of Dar-es-Salaam, and Abdulwahid Yousif, University of Kartoum.
 

Among other things, plans were made for Dr. Grandstaff to attend the adult
 

education conferences in Africa (described above).
 

Research Project on Rural Development 

9. 	 The research project on rural development continues to progress, with the
 

collection of materials and the development of an analytic framework.
 

The research now looks as 
if it will result in a number of comparative
 

case studies, dealing with, at least: Tanzania, China, Cuba, Kenya, Mexico
 

and, 	possibly, Botswana. The studies will place emphasis on the role of
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social and political ideology in the planning of rural development 

projects and the contribution of ideology to the shape and success 

of rural development.
 

The research is 
now moving into the writing stage and it is expected
 
that the bulk of the writing will be done during Winter term, 1977.
 

Publications
 

10. 	 Two papers were completed during the period and have been sent to the 
printers for publication. Beatrice Paolucci and Margaret Bubolz 

co-authored "Women, Families and Non-Formal Education Programs". 
George Axinn et al., completed a paper, "Non-Formal Education and 

Rural Development".
 

Contract extension
 

11. 	 The contract was renegotiated several times during the period. 
 Due to
 

some technical problems, in addition to a change in the fiscal year,
 

much time was spent revising budgets. The present contract will expire
 

on September 30, 1977.
 

Bolivia
 

12. 
 Plans for the Bolivia project have been delayed until January, 1977.
 

Plans for the next period (10/1/76 - 3/31/77)
 

1. Much of the work planned for the next fiscal year will be related
 

to following up on the International Conference/Workshop held at
 

Michigan State September 29 - October 3. Several potential projects
 

overseas were generated by the Brembeck-Kennedy trip and the
 

Conference. It is anticipated that we 
shall receive requests from
 
the Philippines, Pakistan and SEAMEO in Asia plus others in Latin
 

America and Africa.
 

2. 
 The seminar planned in Honduras for the summer of 1976 is expected
 

to be held in January, 1977.
 

3. 	 The evaluation project scheduled for Bolivia this 
fall will begin
 

early in 1977.
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4. 	 We expect to complete and publish several of the field support
 

documents described earlier in this report.
 

5. 	 We expect to have a draft copy of the conference report by early
 

December.
 

6. 	 Two manuscripts are at the printers and we expect to have these
 

ready for distribution in a few weeks. 

7. 	 We plan to finish the negotiations for another eleven month 

contract. 

DKI I: br 
11/24/76
 


