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INTRODUCTION

In eny soclety, the young pwecple differ from thelr ¢liders im many wuspects.
The community accords a different statvs to a young person; he is feequently
absolved from responeibility of many of his actione. Im ture;, his volce 1w often
likkely to carry Levy weight when the cemmualty ie dedating sevlous questione.
Av. vlder person, mainly bezauge he has besn apcund o Loager time . haw often hed
meny more euwerlencds thon a youagrr persan, Cevlalu contacts and Lertaln Crav-
ele are more iikely to be talen at & pavticulny wtsape of sue'e .ille, sud these
tov may affest the differing sutloohs of geueraticne. Finally, v many sccleties,

\

aglngz {e thought to make many gecple more Sorrervative, te malte them leay open

am

te dew ldeor and nes waye of doing things. OLd grople aze sstld ro Docome "sat

n

ir. thely waye,” whiie the youig may be willlag to accept difforent and unsane-

ticoed practiceg aund cueztome.

dhanging Opportusivy Structure Avallable Yo Bifferecint Age Grouas

o Toxkigh villageys. the facter of age 1s mpoevrtent for ancthevr reason,
Tte voungey peaplie have bad wery diffeient cpsartuntt’es avatiable o them than
dia older villageis. ©Ouver the post decades, chere tas buen a ve 7y vapld capsan-
pion of the Toaldsh educaticinl svstem, and 1t f¢ the young whoe 1w benefftted
focm chie pragiam, Ia iahle | the d¢ifdering cducational levels . the ege groups
cey By veadily observed. i ropid plee to Literacy of Taslkish nsize ever the

|

decades 15 ghilte stoileing, Whiite leee Chan une-fourth of the ¢idssl guoup
ciained the abllity to vead end arlts, wore rhap thiee-fourths wf the yeungest
meles profesesd the shills 6f Liteveey. EAitbough Seratea in Tuei-ish villagse
beve aut goguelred Lltecacy we vapldly, fully cue-chisd of the yourangent givls
are Litovace, compoved with only s por cent of the oidest griuy.  Ihis wepid
wige In Lieracy i divectly weintea ty the grewtl of “urkish eduiation oveer the
pret three decades.  An Wabie I showe, wot only aie motz pestle golug to scehool,
they ave aivo stayleg in school leuper. Yhnis is tiue of both th: males awd
fooaley, although the oversll school atiendance of gluls te much lower than that
¢! boys,

The espannlon of the edeecntionsl system has nut only fucrenred the upportu-
nitiesg for villagews tu sejulve Meerawy, 1t has also changed the piace Tn which

grah skilas ave acquived. Lesy than half of the oldeast group of iitevate males
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iearned the Ly veadiag and writing skills im school. Mweaty-six per cent of

them taughi chemsclves, X5 per cent of them lesrned in the whiitery, and 12

per cent lc waud from the religfous leader  In contrast, fuliy 91 per cen:

of the youngest group of "lterate males resrned to read and write in scheol

Six per cenc veport that they caught theas:ives, and cnly one peir ceut lea oo
during their avmy tour of duty. Femaies rezardless of age . have appareuvcy
elways depended upon the viliage teacher for the transwmission of Literecy o
Yhus, the (xpavsica of viilage cducation mly, over Lthe iong run. be more L oo, -
tant for retoching females  They apparestly have fewer cuiside opporivenit . s fod

fncentives o acquire anm educacion than do village males.

Table 1
Variations Across Age Groups in Litericy and Educationas levels
hge
16-1¢  20-29  30-49 50 and Over

Males
Per Ceni "dterate jor "5y 55% 237
Leve’. of Schoo.irg
Higer cham elewentary

school 2% &y, ~ 2%
Graduite of 5 yuwar
elemntary achool a4b 37 w2 3
More wvhan 3 years but
didn't graduste 9 1l 8 3
iass than 3 years M 16 1§ 8
Neer Atiended School 25 32 59 85
" 268 538 996 656
Females
Pey (ent ' iterate 32% 20% 8 <

Leval oi Schooling
Highe: than elementavy

school 2% 0% 0. 0%
Graduste of 5 year
eienvntary school 19 9 2 0
More fhan 3 years but
dice"t graduate 6 6 2 0
Less than 3 years 14 16 14 5
Neves Attended School 58 68 81 94

"N 267 713 977 638



So widespread has education for village males become, that the {liiterate
village youth is somevhat atypical. This lcads ona to inquire vhy these voung
men have missed che educationa’ opportunitics which were apparcoiiy availlable
to 80 per cent of their cohort group? One wight expect to find the young male
11literates in only the most baclward and isolated villages. Alchough the date
give gome Importaani support to this proposiiion, it is slso tius that young
mzle illiteraves are found in arcas where they probably had ti: opportunity ic
fcquire an education, but simply did not taie advantage of ft. Tne good mea-
ture of the available structural opportunities open to young me: is the ¥illage
I'cvelopment %ndex. This meseuras thz overall level of econonle 2nd social devel-
cprent of the village by cemsiddering fte accisz to the mass meG ., ite welative
is2latlon, its richness in terms of village esteblishments, and :he number of
sozial servicee aveilable in the village. 1t docsc not, of couyrsie . rake into
aceount family finances, personal movivation and anrility and 80 ¢n In the
foliowing table, one can sce the distreibution of young male 1literetzs and L£llic-

cites according to the different developmens levels of the viliuges in whach

T2
-’
[
2
-
o
<
(o]

Table 2

Literacy Levels of Males Aged 16-19 in Villages of

Various Degrees of Development

o) maanth am 2 v

1ow Medium High

Literate 69% 78% 857
1lliterate 31 22 15
N 74 el 81

Thva. while it is true that villages at a lov level of davelopmeat havae a
hicbes proporiion of illicerate young males than do villages which ave more
devalopad , even in the most developed villages, aa important group has escaped

. 1 . ,
th= educational provess’ One might expect vto find rhat these illiterate young

8 € e ¢ om e s Sty e s ot A W 57 < A A s < - - o

‘In fact. apalysla of the relative lmportance of village dewolopmant ia pre
dicting the levels of literacy and cchooling of its inhabltanis, sugecets that it
is »% only moderair importance. ‘his analytical teebuique called “veduction of
unz2rtainty analyeis.' has been more fully described in the Regicral Report no. 4.
By naing this method, we can determine which factor in our data kcsr predicts


http:re.at:f.ve
http:propositj.on

people from more devaloped villages are particularly lacking in motivation, or
in persoral situations which would make them difficule to reach by regulayr ed-
ucational programs.

The illiteraies in the youngeat age group deserve further comsideration
for another reason. If one examines a nunber of cogailtive measures, youny 1il-
literate males are set off sharply from the older illiterates, while the Toung
literate males resemble their oldew counierparts in every racpeet. Table 3
preseats the percentages of males in each age group who scored low on the cog-
uitive indices, indicating that they were wnable to inagine themselves in uow
situations, unwilling to tolerate deviaaf: behavior, and unable to exprecs opin -
iome on quections pextaining to their oun personal ideas gud orientationg
The deta suggests that older illiterates, who pgrew up during a period of
limited educational oppertunity, have a comewhat constvicted comniiive aivuc-
ture than their literate cohorts. However, the 16 to 15 year olde who have
had the oppcrtunity to obtain an education and not taken adventage of it, o
who have grown up in the least developed villages, eppear to be a hatd-core
vroblem, Thaiy exntreme reluctonce to streteh their imsginations, or to con-
sider thamsclves in different siruations euggeste that taey are not yet fully
integrated into the cammunity life. Om the other hand, since these young male
illiterates do not show similarly atyplcal scores on the Propencity to Iuno-
vate or on the External Mistrust indices, {t may be that they are not so much

hostile to change,as they are unable to imugine it.

whether a person 1e literate or not. Thus, ap one might expect, the best way
of prediciing that a person is literate is to know whether or not he has attended
school. The results of thia analysis suggest that knowing the level of develop-
ment of the village in which ona ig living is uot very imporiant in prediciing
one's litercoy, (Prom a selection of 21 possible predictors of literacy, the
Village Develiopment Index ranked 16eh.? Although this index ls more important
la predietivy whether or not ome has attended school (here villuge developmeat
index ranked 10th out of 21) im both cases, kinowlng the age of e person proves
& better predictor of his literzcy or schooling than does ktnowing the type of
village in whiich he was living. (Age was che 8th best predictor of literacy
and the &th best predictor of schooling.)
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The Atypical Cognitive Structure of the Young Illiterate Male Villager

Percentage in Most Constricted Illiterates Literates
Category: 16-~19 20-29 30-49 504+  16-19 20-29 30-49 5¢!
Political Empathy 40%  28% 257 26% 147  14% 147 1%
Tolerance of Deviance 46% 367  38% 37% 27%  22%  32% 252
Perscnal Don't Kaowa® 30% 8% 9% 14% 7% 7% 5% o
Community Don't XKnowg® 28% 107z 107 10% 5% 4% 37 5%
Cognitive Flewibility** L% 19z 20% 23% 97 8% 10% 11%
General Knowledpe®® 49%  25% 257 25% 8 87 % 9
"Approximate "N" 57 137 460 508 217 414 551 132

% Por these two indices a high score was taken, rether than a low
score, since this wae the best dndieczior cf cognitlve inflexibility.

#% Ag the brilef depcriptions at the end of this resport explain, these

are composite indices-~formed frem other indices rather than from
independent items.

The Relationship between Age and Stetus in the Village

The importance of age in determining one's stazus in the village social s:cruc-
ture is usualliy accepted without further questioning. Our daza generally oupre®
this proposition, but also show thet age means dilfferent thinge Lo different gorupo.
Although both older male literates and illiteracec are wore confident of infiveaede
the village power structure than arc their yommger counterparts, the youngest grow
of literates exp.osges as much, if not more, coufildence than docs the oldest group
of 1lliterates., Villagers were asked the following question: ''Suprose that taa2
village henduan (nuhtar) and the council of elders were consldering doing sometnire
you considered hurmful or unjust; what do you think you could do abour 1t?" Thzy
were also asked: "iIs it easy or difficult, in general, for you to talk about your
problems with v!llage leaders?” The responsas of the different groups were rs

followsa:



Toble 4
The Importance of Age for Influencing the Village Power Structure
Literata Males Illiterate Males

16-19 20-22 30-49 50+ 16-19 20-29 30-49 50+

Jtems

Atility to Influence
Village Headmen

Could Personally
conczet him 442 £7% 502 552 23% 394 427 40%

Could Mo Nothirg 23% 18 12 12 46 32 26 22
Fivis it Easy to
Coniact Villege Leedera 71% 81% 0&% 85% 60% 62% 752 772
"N"

211 405 545 151 57 133 451 505

On the fitst questior, & similar velaiicaship batreen perceived ehilizy to iafluence
and sge wap found awony femals Yitersier {xamglry {rcm 37 vo 6417 en prrrcnel coztect
wd 665 To 22% on could do nothing) elthcugh date on the female Lllitnrates did not

€l

=]

¢ el lo petiern. Tho sssociaticn betwezn lncrescad age and ease of contactlng
7liag e nnders slco bolds fov both fomsle preups. Thus, both age ovl llteracy appeax
ts be rssocleced with cae’s oequiring status and influence in the viilnge power struc~
RUTE,

T1e yonngax illogero whe focl theaseelves to be pozzvhat ineffecrunl and outside
the viilage decislommnking nrecesn tend to differ from older villageza in the per-
centicr of “inporeant othars." Younger venbars of the conxmumity (particularly the
poies! see Chs village headann sz playing & more {mpertent goie than do clder menbers,
Jst £o yveuwager willagers {in oll grovpel are more likaly to fazel the: inportent
gailase decislons eve influensed by people cutslde the village.

tgo do sroeclated not caly with sro's statun in wiliage affeire. but also with
e X

wova engepad in farming veve eckzd 4€ they had ever eongulted with a govarmment

[

Veliboed of haviog contact with outsiders coming Into the villi.e. Males who

agriovltural ogent, 4f they had aver weed governront credds, ead if they had ever ve-
cedved spoiculeural svppifles (such ap sced and fextllizer from the «overnment.
Athotsh obher svalysls of these contuicl questicos hes chevn that thi, are noi clogaly
peleted 1o one emother (that i, mer2 "melern'' pensants sre nore Litcly o congelt
with tte apriculturel cntenging sgent, hud lees likely to wse goveri:anl credlt

o gurylies), in avery cuse, older males are more iikejy to have takoa the particular

actdor than are younger males.



Table 5
The Relationship of Age to Use of Various Agricultural Services
Literate Males Illiterate Males
16~-19 20-29 30-49 50+ 16-19 20-29 30-49 50+
Items
Consulted Agricultural
Agent 137 233 392 42% 122 117 21%  23%

Used Government Credit 122 347 602 6382 16 37% 50% 56%

Received Agricultural
Supplies from Govt. 25% 30X 38 422 162 20X 33% 34%
N 211 405 545 151 57 133 451 505

Although this reletionship might be expected, assuming that as one hecomcs older one

takes on more and more responsibilities for farming deecisions, further study of how
agricultural innovations spread frem old to young or vice-versa would bz useful in

helping to interpzret these findings.

Variations with Age in the Evaluation of Change in the Village FErvironmont

One point of mojor interest to the policy maker should be the zecentivity of
different age groups to modiffcationa of the existing village envircament. Novelistic
zceownts would frequantly lead one to axpeet older villagers to he rore puspicious of
any inecrugions from the eutside into their village life, while youn; people are uove
ilkely to be open and rezeptive, Oux data suggest that the velationshln bziween age
nud raceptivity to pov idens warice from sutjmes zresm to subject awca, nad that sveep~
iag gensrelizaetione axe difficule to make. Por example, our best mucsura of dis-
trust of ouraidere (che External Mlstrust Index formed from intexvisweyx ratings of
vhe apparent suspiclon, sincarity, and cooperativencss of the responudent), suggests
that thore was littlc or ne relationship between level of mistrust rnd rhe zge of the
person being intervicwed. Both old and young people were equally likely to be sus-
plcious of the motives of people coming into their village from the cutnide worid.

On the other hand, yourg people definitely do seem to be more willing to adopt new
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types of working prectices as meagured by ouvr Prepensity to Inmovake Index.z

Young people are also much more likely to say thut they aide with those who pro-
mote '"new" ways vhen there is Innovacional conflict in the village, rucher than with
the old~fashioned group.

Another indleation that young peopla are more receptive to new ideas 4s their
perception of people veturning to the villaya from the city. Althaugh young people
generally wlaw the city in wo moxe favorable tarms than do older viilegers (es moas~
urad by the Faverable Urban Image Index), they are much more likely to think that
people who laesvo the village for che clties znd then raturn brimg back new ideas that
halp to improve villiage 11!e.3

If one turns to zctual subject axeas where young people appes: ¢o have moze
interest ir the 'new" a3 opposcd to the "old" ways, cgs seems to hnve the closest
rolationships with attitudes toward birth contrzol end family size, and with atii-
tudes toward edueation. Fowever, the relationships axe not cleav-cut, Although
there is n streng pesitive relatiorshio betucen gge end size of farily wanted, the
ralationship betuzen 23c snd intarest in xeeziving a free drug to iimii the number
of ona'o childrean wes much lezs clesr., In evory sex-litersey group, woung people
were mueh lacs likely to gay that they aud thelr spouse would ideally ‘tke to azve
five oz wore childrsn, than ware older people. While 50 par cent of ch2 male
Mzarates in tee 530 vosrs or oldor gge growp enid tant they would ite to have five
ot wors childrar, orly 17 per esnt of the mnle licerates in the 16 o 19 year old

aga group wanted guch & larga number.

2

Yor thres of the four sex-literacy gvcups, the relationship i:stween propansity
to innovate and vouthfulnens wes cligniflcant at bheottexr than the .01 level, The rela-
tionphip for the fouzth group was sigulficant st betwaea the 10 ard .05 level.

3

in each of the ver-literecy groups excapt the male i1lliterxatex (where a high
proportion of den’t knows in the youngest group pzobably obscures ikz vesults), there
is a smooth imcrease in the percantege saying “'yes" ap one moves frum oldar to younger
age groups. Tor male literates the ranga fs {rom 46X to 62, for Sfe=wnla literatas
the vanga is fron 36T ¢ 617,

4 .
The range for the other grovpe was: maleiliteraces-407 to 217; female literates~
18 to 8% and fenalo fllitexaces~32% to 15Z. NKote that exactly the care pattern was
found in responge te thoe uext qu2stion, "how msny children would vtz spouse ideally
1like to have?" In every sex~literscy group, oider respondents thoursht their spouse
wznted rore children then did younger reapondents,
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However, when offered the opportunity to limit their fsmily size by use of a
drug, the same pattern of interest was not expreosed. Although younger male literates
expresned more interest in such a drug than d4d their older counterparts, theare was
no consistent raistionship between apge and interest among the mele illiterates. Also,
among the ferales of both groups, if anything, the younger people expressed less inter-
est in the drug than did the older.

There is no indication that this lack of interest in birth-control is dua to
religicus compunctions felt by the young., When asked directly if us’.g a drug to keep
from having children conflicts with their religious balinfs, in each of the sex-literacy
groups the younger villagers were less likely to think 1t conflicted. (In each case
there 1o approxinztely a 10 percentage point range between responses of the older and
the younger.) It may be that young people have few compunctions aboui tsking something
to limit t¢heir feirdly size, but chat they do not yet appreciate the reed for such a
drvg, This lg ascther area in which additionsl exploration would prove fruieful.

It is encoureging that the ralationship between age and the desire for wore
zducation is leas complex. Over a whole series of questions, the younger the person,
the more likely e is to be interested in more educatlon, end to feel that he would
have the support of others in doing so.

Tsble 6
The Relationship of Age to Furthering Oae’s Education

"
Male Literateos Mele illiteratas Yemale Literates Female Iliiterctae

16~ 20~ 30- 16- 20~ 30~ 16~ 20- 30- 16~ 20~ 30-
19 29 49 50+ 19 29 49 50+ 19 29 49 19 29 49 i+

Would Attend Vo-
cational Training

Course 97% 97X 92% 862 957 95% 8S5% 70X 97% 80% 872 B4T 77Z 637 9%
Fanily Would
Approve 90X 88X 86X 81X 74% BAZ 742 672 86X 74% 74% 572 S55% 48% 2

Want to Learn to
Read and Write

83% 882 70 47% 64X 54% 39% 162

Have Bean to a
Library 28% 27% 23% 112 2% 4% S5 37 14X 72 5% 62 3% 2% 2

"N 211 405 545 151  s7 133 451 505 86 121 76 181 592 901 G2

% Sinca thers were only 9 female literates in the 50 years or older age category,
they were all oxcluded from all calculations.

- e



The relaticnship batween age and interest in furthering one's education is so
strong that it would suggest there is a village nomm which establiches the time whem
it 19 appropriaste for one to engage in more formalized training. 7This is important
for anyone hoping to introduce training progrems into ths village ontsida of the reg-
ular educationazl structure. In additicen, the preeding table again poinis out the
possibilicy that reaching the young mmrles who have not already acquired literacy may
be & difficult procoss. Their recponcas to each of the four questions are somevhat
atypleal of the pattern eantablished by the previous three age grours. While not
pronounead, there is some indicetion that this youngest group of male illiterates may
ta less interssted, and have less incentive towards improving their present conditiom,
than one would hope.

Age and Oue's Attituds Towards Religion

Another araa which our data permit us tc explore is whether sttitnides towards
religion are rclated to the pge of the villager. Dozs one find thei thy youmger
nenbers of the viilege attech less fapoctance to religlon thaa do tfe clider members,
o ie the opposite trua? Irom the various iteme on the questionnsiye, {our indices
hava baen comstrvcied (o maasuve different dimensions of the willogrxs’ religlous
attitudes, The Raligicua Stxleinass Trdex i3 & meagure of the nwnbir of practices
{sueh as hanging pletuzed on tha walis of his houvse, trensiating ti» Xoran {into
Turkish, ete.} ha feels ave agalnst hin veligica. The Religlous Sailency Index
measures how frequently the villagers gave o weliglous response to o nunber of ques-
tiona such as what things thay would txy hardest to teach thelr c¢hildren, and whom
thoy adnire most in life. Aoy type of answer could ba given to surh qunstions; 2
religicus wesponsa would zeom £o Andfcarc that religicus valuss usi - sspaclally sslient
to the villuger. A high score on the Raligious Krowledge Indox inc lowrzd thst the
respondent wae femilier with geveral of the besic prineiplen qf 1sian, und & high
score o2 tha Relizfous Ritualisw Index indicsies thet the respondert proyed frequently
and cobeaygved the xeliplous fenta. The perceatage of villagers scoring ihigh on each

of tho {ndices 45 revortad in tha followlng talle.
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Male Literates

11~

Table 7

The Relationship of Age to One's Relipious Attitudes

Male Illiterates Female Literates*® Female Illiterates

16- 20- 30~ l6- 20~ 30- 16- 20~ 3¢- 16~ 20~ 30-
19 29 49 50+ 19 29 49 50+ 19 29 49 19 29 49 50+

Index
Religious Strict- 352 35% 38% 52% 387 37% 38% 327 31% 307 277 31% 262 341 27%

ness
leliglous Sallency 257 302 30% 29% 25% 27% 29% 287 11%7 167 187 22% 212 207 252
Religious Knowledge 73% 708 72% 77%Z 54% 54% 552 662 72 67% 63% 41% 477 48% 532
leligious Ritualism 46% 53% 65% 74%  42% S0% S53% 73% 54% 63% 557  53% 55% 60% 782
“ton
“rlends not very

plous 31% 28% 24% 19%  42% 317 21% 20% 33% 34% 247 3927 30% 24% 187

" 211 405 545 151 57 133 451 505 86 121 76 181 592 901 629

* Since there were only 9 female literates in the 50 years or older age category,

they

were excluded from all calculations.

The only index for which there appears to be a consistent relationship with age 1s that
for religious ritualism. In every sex-literascy group (except for the female literates)
the older the persom, the more likely he 1s to say that he consisterntly carries out the

rituals of hle religion., For the other indices, there 1s either no relztionship to age,

or age gecms to play a c¢lfferent role, depending upon which sex~litesacy group one is
examining. For cxample, among female literates, the younger people score higher on re-
ligious kanowledpe; but among female illiterates, older women appear to have remembered
more religloue principles.

If people assoclate plety with outward conformity to religious practices, the re-
sponses to the item on whether or not one's friends were plous corrcapond with the

pattern we noted for reliclous ritualism. Young people in each of the sex~literacy

groups were less likely o say that they have very plous friends, just a3 they wera less

likely to say thst they themselves conscientiously follow the relipicus rituals.

Thus, although young people seem to pay less attention to religlous practices, there

is no indication that they are less strict in theisr inteipzretation of what conforms and

conflicts with their rzeligion; nor, do they ceem less likely to give religion an iapor-
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tant place in their day to day thoughts and activities. Whether these younger
people will pay more and more attention to religious rituals as they grow older,

or whether a secularizing tendency will persist over time can only be determined by
future studies.

The Relationship between Age and Political Attitudes

As might be expected, the older an individual, the more likely he is to have
voted in at least one election. Although this relationship follows from the lepal
age requirements, there are other important rclationships between ape and political
interest which do not. All respondents were asked to give the names of the main
political parties in Turkey. The number of parties named by villagers ranged from
zero to five. It is interesting to note that in three of the four szx-literacy groups,
the middie two age groups (people from 20 to 42 years old) could name many more
political parties then could people who were younger (16 to 19 years) or older (50
years or older). Among female literates, there was some tendency for party know-
ledge to decrease with ege.

The one other jundex useful for measuring political attitudes was that concerning
the villagers' desire for political participation. People were asked whether good
government ( at the national and local level) shouild give more emphasis to strength
or to consultation with the people. According to our data, one's agc is not asso-

clated with the type of government one desires.

An Overview of the Relationship between Age and Various Indices

Although in the above discussion, most of the important relationships with
sge have been presented, one might want an overall view to make gencial comparisons
of the relative strengths of those relationships. 1In Table 8, the gomma coefficient
is used to give the correlation between age 1n each of the sex~literacy groups and
the forty one indices. A positive gamma score indicates that oldey mambers of the
groupings scored higher on the glven index. This table helps to underline some of
the areas where age appears to be Important, and those where it appears to have little
relatioaship to the index groups. Thus, it points out the relationship hetween epe
and personal political efficacy, especially awong males, and the relatioaship between
age and headman orientation. The tendency of older people to utilize economic and

soclal services more highly is apparent, as is the tendency for older pecople to more



-13-

The Relationship Between Age and Various Indices

Males Femaleg
Literate Illiterate Literate Illiterst
Index Groups Indices

Parochialism -1l -,09 ~.07 .08
Conmunal Responsibility .02 12 -.12 .01

Cormunity Orientation: Communal Cooperativeness -.09 .02 .03 ~-.15
Communal Efficacy -,09 12 ~-.13 -.03
Personal Efficacy: Personal Political Efficacy .16 «20 07 .01
Community Don't Knows (=) -.10 -.02 .20 .04
Pergonal Don't Knows (~) .01 .01 .03 04
General Knowledge .08 .06 -2 -.04

POlicical Empathy "'003 lOl ¢07 "‘.12
Cognitive Dimensions: Tolerance of Deviance ~.06 .03 -.15 .06
External Mistvust (=) .01 -.03 .03 -.01
Propensity to Innovate -.13 ~-.10 -.10 -.10
Cognitive Flexibility -+ 04 -.01 -.09 ~.11

Educ. & Occup. Aspiration -,01 .01 .06 -.06

Aspirations and Govt., Services Wanted ~-.12 -.04 ~.04 -.03
Lxpectations: Favorable Urban Image ~.04 .01 .09 .01
Opt'.lmiem "006 .14 "'-01 "004
Perc'd Village Initiative .06 -.06 .08 -.01

Village Perspectives: Conc. of Power and Vealth -.,08 0 0 -.01
lleadman Orientation (-) -.16 ~.11 -.15 .02

Use of Economic and Use of Apric. Services .43 26 - -
Social Services: Use of Social Services o 24 11 24 .18
Religious Knowledge <04 «18 ~.10 .10

Re..lglous Outlook: Religious Saliency <04 .01 «16 .08
Religilous Ritualism «27 .35 .06 .33

Religlous Strictness .10 -.05 -,01 .07

Desire for Pol. Participation ~,02 04 .06 -.07

Political Posture: Voting Participation 77 .42 .81 .40
Pol. Party Knowledge .06 -.04 -.13 -.15

o ility and Intar- Geographical Mobility .13 ~.03 .27 .12
pi:cconal Communication: Interpersonal Communication -.04 .07 .09 .02
Media Exposure -.02 -.07 -.14 -.03

Exposure to Change .02 .01 -.02 .09

Subjective Poverty -.02 .09 -.13 -.07

Economic Status 04 .09 ~.06 .04

Village Development -.03 .17 ~-.08 .09

Economic and Envir- Village Centrality -.01 .08 -,07 .03
ormental Factors: Village Fstablishments ~.02 .15 -.07 .08
Village Govt. Contact -.06 .09 ~-.05 .08

Village Soclal Services 0 11 «12 .09

Village Mags Media Access -.02 .13 -.02 11
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closely observe religious rituals. Finally, the strong relationship between age
and voting participation is recorded, as is the lack of relationship between age
and economic environmental factors. On the whole, however, age does not seem to
be as important a determiner of peasant attitudes and behaviors as other factors
such as sex and literacy.



Summary

{. {ntroduction

This report exemines selected attitudinal, behavioral and sccial struciural con-
comitants of age groupings among Turkish peasants. For purposes of analysis, the village
population has been broken down into four age groups: those 16 to 19 years old, those
20 to 29 years old, those 30 to 49 years oid, and those 50 years old or older. These
breakdowns were designed o ensble us to analyze more closely the attitudes and behav-
iors of the youngest groups in the population, and thus thaey dy not atiempt to divide
the population into four equal groups. The percentage of the populetioa in esch age

group was 16-19 years-~i1%; 20-29 years--25%; 30-49 years--39%; and 50 or 0 lder --26%.

i1, Age and Available Opporiunities

One of the most important ways in which younger villagers differ from older
villogers is in the difforont opportunities for acquiring education, which has been
made avajlebie to them. Young people are much more likely, than are older villagers,
o have attended school and to have acquired skills of literacy., So widespread has
literacy become among the youngest group of males, that those who do not have this
skitl are rather atyplcol of their sex and age group. Among other things, they appear
+0 have a more consiricted cognltive structure, although they are not necessarily hostile
towerds all kinds of change.

{11. Age end Staius

An examination of responses to several survey questions points out the important
~elatlonship of sex, literacy 8nd age to status relationshipg in the village, Pover and
prestige are positivoly associated with age, but literacy seems significantly to expedite
vhe assumption of a.declsion-making rule by the young. Age Is also associated with one's
parception of "important others". Younger people tend Yo feel thet the village headman

and outsiders have more influence on village affalre than do older poople. Finally,



age is assoclated with the contacts one has with non-village people. Older villagers
are more likely to have consulted with the agricultural agent, to have used government
credit, and to have received suppllies from the goverament.

IV. Age end the Evaluation of Change

We did not find that older villagers are more likely to distrust outsiders than
are younger people. Hovever, the data do indicate that young villogers are much
more willing to adopt new practices, and, if there is lnnovational conflict in the
village, to say that they would side with the proponents of "new" ways. Young paopie
claim they would aiso be more receptive to ideas which people, who had been to The
city, might bring back to the village.

There are & number of specific issue areas in which one's age appears fo be
especially important. Young people aro much more likely, than older people, To want
2 smali family and to say that their spouse wonts a small famlly; Howaveir, sinco age
is not associsted with interest in receiVing a drug for birth-control purposes, an
educational program explicitly retating , in an ends-means fashion, small femilies to
practicing birth control may be essentia). Young people's receptivity to
such a program would probably be high, since they are much less likely than oider
people to say that Using a drug for purposcs of birth-control would conflict with their
ralligious bellefs.

One's youth is also apporently the time when one is most interested in any type
of education, or foels it appropriate. Younger people are more |ikaly to want to
attend a vocational tralning course, and young illlterates are more likely to say they
would tike to learn to read and write than sre older members of these groups. Finally,
young people are more |ikely then older people to feel they would have family support
for such actions.

V. Age and Raligion

Age is usually not strongly related to one's raligious attitudes and beliefs, except

as indicated sbove. However, young villagers appear to pay laess attention to religlous



rituois and to regerd their friends as being less pious then are older viilagers. On
questions related to religious saliency, religious knowledge, and religious sirictiness,

there were no consistent differences haetwaen people of different age groups.

Vi. Age and Polltical Attitudes

Age 13 not so much related to one's pollitical attitudes as it is to one's political
knowledge and his political behaviors, Not surprisingly, older peoplo vote more fre=-
quently than do younger people, and villagers in the middle two age groups display
more femiliarity with the verious political porties then do the very young or the

very old.



