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Contacts between ethnic groups are occurring at an increasing rate

Brazil is populated with a large variety ot ethnic

throughout the world.
The present study is concerned with the socio-economic comparison
Italians, Japanese,

groups.
of farmers of four ethnic backgrounds (Brazilians,
in the 3tate of Sao Paulo, Brazil.

and Sirio-Lebanesc)
The comparative study of ethnic groups has been approached theoretically
(2) human eccology,

from threc¢ major standpoints: (1) social psvchology;
and (3) conflict theorv,

The social psychological framework is essentially concerned with

It

individual and societal variables.

the interrelationship between
social processes at the individual level.

emphasizes the impact of
oi thought deals with the interaction of

The human eccology school
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society and its segments with their ecological environment. Intergroup
relations with respect to the use of the ccological environment are
characterized by processes of competition, invasion, succession,
segregation and accomodation,

Conflict theory deals with societal phenomena at the structural
level under the premise that social structure and social change are
based on self generated continuous processes of conflict relations.

The historical background of the various c¢thnic groups in their
country of origin and Brazil was veviewed,

Italians, and subsequently Japanese, farmers came to Brazil
starting in the second half of the nineteenth century as [arm
workers in the expanding coffee plantations. The Sirio-Lebanese
immigrants arrived in Brazil as petty merchants. Ttalian and Japanese
farm workers acquired land at times of major coffee crises when large
plantations desintegrated. Financially, successful Sirio-Lebanese
merchants and professionals acquired agricultural land for purposes
of investment diversification and tax velief.

This studv was conducted in cight municipios near the city of
Riberao Preto in the northwestern part of the State of Sao Paulo.

Brazilian, Italian, and Japanese farmers were compared with
regard to a number of cconomic variables. Analyses of variance and
Scheffe's post-hoc test indicated a number of significant difterences
in economic indicators at the farm level among eithnic gwups growing
annual crops. Per unit of land Jan: nese farmers spent significantly
more than others on fertilizers and interest per unit of land operated,

Japanese farmers also had a singificantly higher value of crops.



Analyses of variance and chi-square tests, and their respective
post-hoc tests, indicated a number of cignificant differences among
the four ethnic groups (N = 343) in individual aund family level
sociological variables. In addition, significant differences were
found amonyg ethnic groups in level of knowledge about fertilizers,
attitudes toward work, and propensity to have cconomic relations with
relatives.

The cconomic and sociclogical analyses suggest an interrclatedness
of the two areas ot behavior.

The present study indicates that ethnic background is an important
interviewing variable in the study of economic and sociological behavior.
Differences among ethnic groups should be taken into consideration in
the formulation of local and national agricultural policies. Stronger
national solidarity can be achieved by further understanding tne

differences among ethnic groups.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCT ION

International migration has occured during most periods of
recorded historv. Such movements of population were either forced
or voluntary. Wars, ramines, enslavement, deportation, prejudice,
and other man-made or natural diza.ters have forced various groups
of people to move to new locations. Voluntary movements of groups
of people have also occured as a result of the discovery of new lands
and the knowledge of better living conditions in cifferent countries.
(Wagley and Harris, 1958: 237-295)

Since the discovery and reduction in cost of mass transportation
during the nineteenth century, the movement of population to new
regions has intensified. Some of these movements were planned while
others occured spontancously and without advance preparation in the
area left or in that of destination. Among other major events, the
two world wars resulted in the massive relocation of various nationality
and ethnic background groups in Europe. North America, South America,
and Australia have been major poles of attracticn to European and

Asian groups.



Such international movements of population are potential sources

of conflict, cooperation, mutual avoidance, and symbiotic relations.

Purpose of the Study

This study is concerned with the comparison of varicus ethaic
groups in Brazil in terms of their cconomic and sociological behavior.
Brazil has been a countrv of colonization since its discoverv by
Europeans in the sixteenth century. At present, 1ts native population
of Indians is insignificant relative to the tnral population of the
country (Waglev and Harvis, 195&:  21-47). A number of nationalitv
background groups have settled in Brazil at various times. These
include Portuguese, African, I[talian, Spanish, German, Japanese,

Siric-Lebanese, and Eastern European Suttlnrs.1

This studv will cexamine
four major nationality backyground proups engaged in farming in rural
Brazil, i.c., non-Indian Brazilians, ILtalians, Japanesc, and Sirio-
Lebanese. These groups will be compared and contrasted as to their
family characteristics, attitudes toward work, level ot education,

technological modernization, land ownership, and cconomic decision

making.

Importance of the Study

An examination of the relevant bibliographv has indicated that

there have been exceptionallv tew comparative studies of the various

Isee Appendix A for detailed figures of immigrants by national origin
and year of arrival.
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nationality background groups in Brazil. 1In a country with such
diversity in national origin, it is highlv useful} to understand
possible areas of behavioral ditferences.

A. Theoretical Implications

The comparative study of ethnic and nationality background groups
has led to the development of difterent theoretical orientations among
sociologists. One school ol thought has attributed ethnic differences
to socio-psvchological processes such as socializatiou, anomie, and the
"marginality" concepts. Another theoretical tramewerk used in the study
of relations between ethnic groups has been conilict theorv. These
two approaches will be studied in detail in Chapter II. Aun attempt
will be made to test some of these concepts in the context of this
study. It is hoped that some claritication and empirical evidence will

provide increased understandiny of the utility ot these conceptual

frameworks. Similarly, the relationship between ethnic background and
some economic variables will be studied. However, a complete test of

either theoretical framework will not be possible due to the limited
scope of the study.

B. Practical and Policy Implications

1. TIn countries with diversified national origin groups it is
common to [ind specialization of these groups in various ecnnomic
endeavors. This may result from the conditions under which the various
sections of the population were settled in the country, from thelir
positions in the socio-economic structure or from relations between
these groups. Division of labor in society by ethnic background may,

in the long run, lead to wide discrepancies in income and level of living.



This study will investigate farm size, type of farming, labor
and technology use, and certain aspects of capital formation ot the
four nationality background farmers.

2. Comparisons of the four ethnic groups with respect to their
family characteristics and educational level may lcaa to policies
specific to each group in aveas of family planning and cducation.

3. The comparative study of family solidarity, cosmopolitencss,
risk taking, knowledge about, and attitudes toward modern inputs, and
attitudes toward work may provide extension personnel witih ;uidelines
in the motivation of farmers to adopt improved technolozical practices.,

4. In the event that some ethnic groups are teund tuv have lower
production costs or use more efficient means »f production, such
practices could be suggested for the other groups engaged in similar

activities.

A Note on Objectivity

The pursuit of absolute objectivity is futile in sociologv. The

likelihood of achieving a desired level of objectivity is improved
& y
by recognizing explicitly the researcher's personal motivations and
experiences and potential sources ol bias. But {t must be rec.gnized
that the choice of the topic of inquiry is often an expression of the
researcher's value positions.
Efforts to run away from the valuations are misdirected

and foredooied to be fruitless and damaging. The valuations

are with us, even when they arce driven underground, and they

guide our work. When kept implicit and unconscious, they

allow biases to enter. The only way in which we cian strive
for objectivity in theoretical analysis is to litt up the



valuations into the full light, make them conscious and

explicit, and permit them to determine the viewpoints, the

approaches, and the concepts used. In the practical phases of

a study, the stated value premises should then, together with

the data-established by theoretical analysis with the

utilization of those same value premises - form the premiscs
for all policv conclusions. (Mvrdal, 196/H:  33).

The choice ol the topic of this research is a result of the
author's intcrest in relations between, and the comparative study of
ethnic groups. Coming from a country (Lebanon) which has becn termed
a "mosaic of ethnic groups" (Coen, 1951) and being a member of a
minority group, past experiences in this subject have had a subjective
influence on the author's choice of the topic. It is also possible
that these experiences have affected the choice of the various ethnic
groups involved in this studv and hiases toward some groupz. It is

hoped, however, that recognition of these possible sources of bias

will aid in maintaining an acceptable level of objectivity,

Scope of the Study

Since 1907 the Department of Agricultural EBconomics and Rural
Sociology at The Ohio State University has been conducting a series of
economic studies concerning capital formation and related aspects at
the farm level in the States of Rio Grande do Sul and Sao Paulo. In
order to provide a more complete and multidisciplinary overview of
the process of capital formation, a number of sociological studies have
been completed (Chase, 1972; Guerrero, 1973; Michael, 1972) and others
are still being investigated.

The present study will be limited to the analysis of ethnic



behavioral differences, especially with respect Lo capital fornation
processes in the state of Sao Pauly, Brazil. Geographicallv, the study
was limited to the northwestern part of Sac Paulo. More preciselv the
area covered includes five municipios (counties) aroind the regional
capital of Riberao Preto (Altinopolis, Batatais, Jardinopolis, Pontal
and Sertaozinho) and three municipios in the Barrctos adjacent area
(Barretos, Colombia, and Guaira). A more detailed description of the
location of the study can be found in Chapter V.

Four major ethnic groups werc investigated in the study. These
are Brazilian, Italian, Japanese and Sirio-Lebanese. A total of 343
farmers were interviewed. Most of these had been included in previous

economic studies,

Overview

In some respect the organization of this study is different from
the traditional structure of dissertations. This was deemed necessary
by the nature of the topic. A theoretical framework is provided in
Chapter II. It details three general sociological theories in the
study of ethic differences. The "marginal man" concept uses a strictly
individual level framework of anal ysis. Human ccology and conflict
theory both approach the problem of ethnic differences from a structural
viewpoint.

Because of some limitations in the collection of data a formal test
of these theories will not be possible. However, if theory testiug is
viewed from the more general viewpoint, an historical analysis can

provide at least an illustration of theoretical concepts. An historical



analysis of the four ethnic groups as well as the socio-economic
conditions in Sao Paulo and the rest of Brazil at various periods
can be found in Chapter IIT. In the context of this study a review
of such literature scems relevant, especially since comparative
ethnic studies in the Brazilian context are very rare.

A detailed description of the area in which the present research
was conducted is presented in Chapter IV.

Chapter V presents the methodology used in the collection and
analysis of the data. In order to avoid repetition, a detailed
description of the previous data collection processes is not provided.
Such information can be found in the sociological studies mentioned
earlier and monographs describing the collection of the economic
data. (Meyer, et al., 1971)

Results of the statistical tests applied to the sociological and
economic behavioral patterns of the four ethnic groups are presented

in Chapter VI. A summary of these {indings and the conclusions based

on them are found in ~ apter VII.



Chapter II

THEORETICAL BACKGROUND

The comparative study of ethnic groups has been approached
theoretically from three major standpoints: (1) social psvchology;
(2) human ecologv: and (3) conflict theorv.

The social psychological framework is essentiallv concerned with
the interrelationship between individual and societal variables. It
emphasizes the impact of social processes at the individual level.

The human ecology school of thought deals with the interaction
of society and its segments with their ecological environment. This
theoretical framework deals with the process of intergroup relations
in respect to the use of the ecological environment.

Conflict theory deals with societal phenomena at the structural
level under the premise that social structure and social change are
based on self generated continuous processes of conflict relations.

These theoretical frameworks will be analyzed in the context of
ethnic relations and ethnic differences witn the purpose of clarifying
these concepts and critically evaluating their validity to understanding

the topic under consideration.

The Social Psvchological Framework

A variety of conceptual [rameworks have heen developed to
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explain ethnic behavioral differences from a social psychological
standpoint. Some of the concepts to be discussed, as will be observed,
are closely related while others are independent. They are inclured

in this section because of a common characteristic, the emphasis placed

on individual level phenomena.

The Marginal Man Concept

The concept of the marginal man and its equivalent '"stranger',
was [first developed by Park (1950) and further expanded by
Stonequist (1961). The marginal man is:

"...a cultural hybrid a man living and sharing intimately
in the cultural life and traditions of two distinct peoples;
never quite willing to break, even if he were permitted to
do so, with his past and his traditions, and not quite
accepted, because of racial prejudice, in the new society in
which he now sought to find a place. He was a man on the margin
of two cultures and two societies which never completely
interpenetrated and fused.' (Park, 1928: 892)

Similarly, Stonequist (1935; 8) defines the marginal man as a
person who is:

'""...Poised in psychological uncertainty between
two (or more) social worlds; reflecting in his soul
the discords and harmonies, repulsions and attractions
of these worlds, one of which is often 'dominant'
over the other; within which membership is implicitly
if not explictly based upon birth or ancestry (race
or nationality); and where exclusion removes the
individual from a system of group relations.'
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Thus the marginal man lives in the twilight of two cultures one
of which he is born into and the other in which he attempts to
participate. He is rejected by his descent group for lack of
conformity and snubbed or rejected by other groups since he was not
born into them. Typically, the marginal man is one who was socialized
during his early youth into one group. At the time of adolescence or
maturity he tries to reject his original group background and becomes
a member of another group or culture for which he is inadequately
socialized. An alternative situation, with similar results, is the
case in which the individual rejects his descent group and adopts a
more universalistic conception of group membership. The marginal man
thus has a wider horizon and a more cosmopolitan outlook. In every
case the marginality is the result of the physical and ideological
contact of various descent groups such as nationality groups, racial
groups, religious sects, or tribes. The phenomenon is likely to
occur during periods of immigration into a country. The immigrant is
considered a prime example of the marginal man.

"Without making a detailed or extensive analysis, is it
not clear that the immigrant who has left his home culture
and is not yet assimilated into the new situation may, if

he encounters an unfriendly attitude, become a marginal
man? If not the immigrant then the children of immigrants -

the second generation - frequently are in this position.'"(Stonequist,

1935: 7)

"Migration as a social phenomenon must be studied not
merely in its grosser effects, as manifested in changes in
custom and in the mores, but it may be envisaged in its
subjective aspects as manifested in the changed type of
personality which it produces...The individual is free for
new adventures, but he is more or less without direction
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and control! (Park, 1928: 881-893}.

If Stonequist's and Park's contentions are correct, the concept
of marginal man should apply to the three ethnic groups (Italian,
Japanese, and Sirio-Lebanese) studied in this research since they, or
their fathers were born abroad.

The marginal man is not bound by local customs and conventions
and is thus freer in his behavior. His relations with others are
characterized by a critical detachment, and the use of rationality
and objectivity in his economic decisions. "The effect of mobility
and migration is to secularize relations which were formerly sacred.'
(Park, 1928: 881-893) The marginal man is therefore more likely to
accept changes in his social and economic behavior based on ratiomnal
rather than traditional bases.

The marginal man experiences uneasiness and mental stresses of
various levels.

"When the standacds of two or more social groups come

into active contrast or conflict, the individual who is

identified with both groups experiences the conflict as

an acute personal difficulty or mental tension. He may

be compelled to choose between two national loyalties, or

only between two minor groups:...the external conflict

of the groups finds an echo in the mind of the individual

concerns.' (Stonequist, 1961: 6)

The "uprooted" charactaristic of the marginal man makes him
subject to conflicting allegimnces and forms of behavior. This need

not necessarily occur, given the possibility that the individual may

behave differently with the various groups. Since the mental problems
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of the marginal man partly result from the problems encountered by
the contact of two or more cultures, he may generalize his attempts
to solve his personal problems to the objective social conditions.
(Stonequist, 1961: 221) Thus, the marginal man may ccntribute to the
resolution of conflict between the groups with whom he is involved.

The marginal man concept has been criticized from a variety of
angles. The relationship between the social and personality traits
of the marginal man needs clarification:

""However it is not always clear what the nature of the
relationship is between the status and the personality
characteristics. It is not always clear whether the
marginal man is one who exhibits the described personality
characteristics, or both.'" (Kerkhoff and McCormick, 1955: 49)
Kerkhoff and McCormick (1955: 4&-55) suggest that within the

same ethnic group, differentiation is necessarv to isolate the marginal
groups. Green (1947: 167-171) questions the methodological validity
of the marginal man concept. '"The search for causation is the search
for the specific difference. It secms questionable that 'marginal

man' serves this purpose.' (Green, 1947: 168) In their analysis
of the marginal man both Park and Stonequist use autobiographies
of prominent Jewish writers as illustrations of the marginal man
concept. This type of data is considered to be atypical

of the situation of the Jewish group by Green. Another methodological

objecticn to the concept is its circular assumption of causation and
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effect:
"There is in the marginal man concept the circular

assumption that cultural conflict per se, causes

personality conflict: the individual is not marginal

until he experiences 'the yroup conclict as a personal

problem' and that to the extent that the two cultures

conflict, this contlict is experienced as a personal

problen!" (Green, 1947: 169)

Empriical eviderce does not seem to support the statements of
Park and Stonequist concerning the mental tension. and disorders
experienced by the marginal man. For example, the claim that the
marginal man would exhibit hich levels of social disorganization in
the form of crime and delinquency has not been verified by existing
empirical research. (Golovensky, 1952: 334-1335). Similarly, the
monolithic nature of the surrounding society (in terms of values,
norms and social organization) is questioned. Therefore, the
ma* jinal member of a minority group, is not faced with one major
ditferent culture buc with a number of different cultures in relation
to which he represeuts one behavioral model among others rather than
the amodal type. Even the assumption tirat the marginal man lives
in two cultural scettings does not preclude the possibility that he can
adapt to the varving culturai norms and values. (Golovensky, 1952:
335-336) .

Goldberyg (1941: 52-58), Golovenskv (1952: 333-339), and Green

(1947: 167-171) all question the specific application of the marginal

man concept to some ethnic groups. The validity of the concept is



recognized when applied to subjects who are children of mixed
marriages, or those who willingly attempt to abandon t heir descent
group and try to become members of another "dominant ' Broup,
(Golovensky, 1952: 339).

In summary the heuristic utility of the marginal man concept
appears to be in the context of the larger scale phenomenon of cultural
contact. As park himself suggests "the marginal man is an incidental
product of a process of acculturation" (Park, 192&)

Some of the characteristics of the marginal man, especially
those concerning his mental and social patholougical aspects, do not
seem to stand the test of empirical validitv. Thus it appears that
while the marginal man may seek membership in another group, he may
retain membership in a closelr knit primary group which continues to

provide him with social control and securityv. (Gans, 1962).

The Human Ecology School

Human ecology has emerged from three main sources: plant and
animal ecologv; geographv; and studies concerning the spatial
distribution of social phenomena. The classical position of the
human ecological school introduced by Park and Burgess in 1921, was
developed during the 1920's and 1930's. Ecological theorv had a
strong link with the biological scicnces. Many ot the concepts werc

derived from biology and adapted to human conditions. Human ecology



has been characteristically associated with studies in the spatial
distribution of social groups in an urban environment. (Theodorson, 1961:
3). Human ccologv has been conceived of as part of four contrasting
areas of studv: '"(1) as an inclusive synthesis of several traditional
fields of study; (2) as identical with human geography; (3) as a branch
of sociology; and (4) as a specialized marginal field that cuts across
various traditional fields.'(Quinn, 1940: 713)

The utility of the theoretical framework of human ecology for
this study, is to be found in the concepts describing the processes
of interaction of various social groups in a given ecological set ot
conditions.

Human ccology like other sociological theories, is concerned
with social structurc and social change as its two major areas of
consideration. (Hawley and Steward, 1968).

"Human c¢cology is tundamentally, an attempt (o

investigate the processes bv which the biotic

balance and the social equilibrium (1) are maintained

once thev are achieved amd (2) the processes by which, when

the biotic halance and the social cquilibrium are

disturbed, the transition is made from oue relatively

stable order to another.' (Park, 1936: 15)

The basic premise upon which human ecological theory is built
is the interactive process between social forces and the environment.

However, "human ecology was less concerned with the relationship

between man and his habitat than with the relationship between man

and man as affected among other factors bv his habitat." (Wirth,
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1945: 484). McKenzie (1924: 288) delines human ecologv in a4 somewhat
different way:

"as a study of the spatial and temporal relations of human
beings as affected by the selective distributive and accomoditive
forces of the environment. Human ecology is fundamentallv
interested in the effect of position in both time and space,
upon human institutions and human behavior."

Quinn (193Y: 167) provides a more detailed definition of interactional
(human) ccologyy which studics:
"(1) Those impersonal sub-social aspects of communal

structure - both spatiual and functional - which arisc and change

as the result ot interaction vetween men throuch the medium

of limited supplies oi the enviromment and (2) the natare and

forms ot the processes bv which this sub-social structure arises

and changes."

The processes that apply in animal and plant ecologv are complicated
by the fact that in human ecologv man has the capacity for locomotion
and symbolic communication the power to modifv his environment and
rational behavior. Because of culture and technology and the
conscious use of rul~s, norms, laws, and formal organizations and
institutions, the study ot human ccology is drastically more complex
than plant and animal ecologv. (Hawley and Steward, 1968; Park, 1936:
12-13; Quinn, 1971: 7).

McKenzie (Park et al., 1925: 064-65) classifies these difterences
under two characteristics that humans possess:

"The human community differs from the plant community in
two dominant characteristics of mobility and purpose, that is,

in the power to select a habitat and in the abilitv to control
or modify the conditions of the habitat."
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The human ecology approach deals strictly with phenomena at the
societal rather than the individual level. 'Organization is exclusively
the property ol a population as a whole and not of an assemblage of

individuals." (Hawlev and Steward, 196&: 339).

Human Ecological Processes

The central process which governs interaction between human
groups is competition for scarce resources and gpace. Competition
is a relation of incompatibility of goals between two or more social
groups. The success of one necessarily interferes with the success of
others. Cooperation, in contrast, involves a reciprocal relation in
which the success of one group enhances the changes of success of the
other cooperating group. (Quinn, 1971: 296) The competitive ability of
various social groups influences their position on the social hierarchy
scale as well as their chances of obtaining the desirable quality and
quantity ot limited goods. Since human ecological theory was developed
with respect to urban studies, the concept of competition was often
used in the location of various groups and institutions within the city.
Groups and institutions with a stronger competitive capacity cbtained
the more desirable locations within the city.

Because ol a high level of interdependence and the division of
labor in society, competition must include cooperative action.

"Thus every crisis that initiates a period of rapid change,

during which competition is intensified, moves over finally

inte a period of more or less stable equilibrium and a new

division of labor. In this manner competition brings about a

condition in which competition is superceded by co-operation."
(Park, 1936: 7).
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Competition according to Park, Burgess, and McKenzie (1925) is
essentially impersonal, continuous and common to most living organisms.
Quinn minimizes the importance of competition as the basic pattern of
ecological behavior. Ecological behavior, he explains, orten invulves
cooperation rather than competition: "In the first prlace, manv
instances of impersonal ecological interaction involve cooperation
rather than opposition."” (Quinn, 1971: 29&). Wirth (1945: 484-485)
indicates that competition among human beings is not a 'blind struggle
for life and survival." It is regulated and controlled bv cultural norms.

At any point in time, the situations emerging trom competitive,
"cooperative competition', or cooperative relations are in process of
change. Assuming that an equilibrium situation results after cither
one of the above processes, the various segments of socictv distribute
themselves within a given spatial pattern. The appearance of a ncew
group (national, religious, racial, or regional), reterred to as
invasion, tends to disrupt the existing equilibrium. Invasion is a
function of the nature of the invader, the point of entrv, the
resistance or inducement of the existing population, and the ctflects
upon the nature of the existing conditions ot equilibrium. The invading
group usually enters from a high mobility and low resistance point.
(McKenzie, 1924: 298-299). An illustration of this process in the
present study is the invasion of Japanese immigrants into the [rontier
area of Sao Paulo. This area was one of high mobilitv bv its nature
and of low resistance since the previous occupants (Italians) demonstrated

low resistance and the coffee growers induced their entrance.
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An invasion results in a wide range of possibilities. The extreme
cases are exclusion of the existing population or of the invading
group. The more common possibility is one of accomodation whereby
the invading group is accepted into the community. Accomodation is a
function ol the solidarity of the first scettlers, the advantages offered
by the invading group to the community, and its competitive advantages,
and the existing resources in the community. The early stages of invasion
are usually characterized by keen competition. Except in rare cases,
the invading group is limited (occupationally and residentially) to a
given part of the community which is least desirable in quality. Thus,
through this process of segregation, the community resolves the
competition.

The process by which a "successful' invasion takes place is
referred to as succession. '"The thing that characterizes a succession
is a complete change In population between the first and last stages,
or a complete change in use." (McKenzie, 1925: 153) One identifiable
group replaces another oune, usually within the least desirable part of
the community o1 under the least desirable social conditions. For
example, socially least desirable occupations may be relegated to the
invading group by the previous least advantaged group. In the case of
the present study, the Japancse immigrants gradually replaced the
Italians as cheap tarm labor on the coffee plantations.

The scctivns of communities which appear after a period of invasion,
segregation, and accomodation are the '"matural areas'. These 'matural

arcag' establish a new pattern on the bagig of sepregation, repelling
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culturally incongruous e¢lements and attracting homophilic subunits,
(McKenzie, 1924: 287-301; Wirth, 1945: 487-48&; Park, 1936: 7-10;
Quinn, 1971: 707, 358-368; Hawlev, 1945: 398-405).

The relations poverning the occupation of an ecological environment,
and the resulting patterns of use of the environment are summarized
by Barth as tollows:

(1) The distribution of ethnic groups over a given area is
influenced bv the wconomic and pulitical organization of each group.

The level of ecconomic and political organization of e¢ach group influences
the ability of cach e¢thnic . roup to exploit a '"matural area'';

(2) If different ethnic groups exploit different resources i an
area thev will be in a condition of stable co-residence. This situation
is reinforced if the various groups establish svmbiotic vconomic
relations;

(3) 1f various ethnic groups exploit the same resources of an
environment, the more powertul will tend to replace the weaker;

(4) With respect to the above situation if the weaker group can
exploit marginal environments or resources, the groups may co-reside in

the same areas. (Barth, 1956: 1079Y-1089).

Conflict Theory

1

The central! concept of human ecology, that of competition, is
closely related to conflict theory. Park, Burgess and McKenzie (1925)

included conflict as one of the few basic processes of human interaction.
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Conflict theory was essentially developed by Simmel. In the
history of American sociological thought, until recently, conflict
theory has been of relatively minor importance. (Bernard, 1950: 11-16).
Conflict theory was the main topics of the 1907 American Sociological
Society meeting (Coser, 1956: 15). Only a quarter of a century later
there was a short-term revival of interest in conflict theorv. In his
presidential address to the American Sociological Societv in 1930, Odum
(1931) indicared that conflict theory had been a relativelv neylected
area ot inquiry among American sociologists. Many of the papers
presented at that meeting, including one by Park (1931l), were devoted
to the study of conflict.

Max Weber (1947: 132) defined conflict as action direcied
"intentionally to carrying out the actor's own will against the resistance
of the other partyv or parties.'" Coser provided a more detailed
definition:

"Social conflict may be defined as a struggle over

values or claims to status, power and scarce resources, in

which the aims of the conflict groups are not only to gain the

desired values but also to neutralize, injure, or eliminate

rivals."

Oberschall (1972: 30) mndifies this definition by stating that '"the
aims of the conflict groups are to gain the desired values, and the
consequence ol the struggle is frequently the neutralization, injury,
or elimination of the rival group.'" Thus, while competition is

object centered and impersonal (the parties involved are not necessarily

aware of cach offer), conflict is oriented toward opponents and the
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parties involved actively scek mutual neutralization. Competition
often leads to conflict (Stern, 1971).

Most conflict theorists have asscrted that contlict is not an
ephemeral phenomenon in societv (Carver, 1908: 628-637). It is
inherent to society and is self perpetuating. Social structure is
such that the hierarchial organization creates positions and institutions
to maintain the social order. Constraint and coercion have to be used
tc maintain the privileged positions of the ruling group (Oberschall,
1972: 28-29). Thus, Dahrendorf's (1959: 159) definition of social
change and conflict paradoxically e¢merges from his definition of social

structure which is "

a form of organization held together by force and
constraint and reaching continuously beyond itselt in the sense of
‘producing within itself the forms that maintain it in an unending process
of change."

Similarly, Coser contends that in every social structure there is
an inherent conflict possibility. At various periods of time it isg
likely that different groups will enter into a conflict relation
competing for scarce resources, power, and prestige (Coser, 1956: 152).
Oberschall (1972: 33) also indicates that "social conflict arises from
the structured arrangement of individuals and groups in a social svstem -
from the very fact of social organization." Viewed from this perspective
social conflict is therefore inherent to social action, is self

perpetuating and is almost unavoidable. Conflict is not restricted

to certain societies. It is a universal phenomenon. According to
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Dahrendorf (1959: 162):

"(1) Every society is at every point subject to processes of
change; social change is ubiquitous;

(2) Every society displays at every point dissensus and
conflict; social conflict is ubiquitous;

(3) Everv element in a society renders a contribution to its
desintegration and change;

(4) Every society is based on the coercion of some of its
members by others."

An additional element which makes conflict a continuous process
is the nature of the material and non-material resources over which
conflicting groups have claims. Resource allocation is nct a finite
process. The amocunt, nature, and number of resources may vary over
time. Thus, the distribution of the national wealth among classes
and regions is a continually questioned national policy issue in
most countries.

Similarly, with the rise of new ideologies (political, religious,
racial), attempts are made by interest groups to convert, convince
or impose on other groups such non-material resources.

For conflict to operate in society, it need not exist overtly.
There may be in society various issues of conflict which are not
openly fought. Cultural norms and values may regulate the overt
expression ol conflict. In other cases, conflict between groups
may be regulated by official policy and may therefore, be covert.

Unfavorable conditions and inappropriate timing create behavior which

may not be expressed overtly.
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Forms of Conflict

There is such a variety of forms of conflict that a schematic
approach is necessary,
1. Level of intensity
Conflict between individuals or groups can range from mild
regulated competition to its most violent form of war. The level of
intensity of conflict depends on the nature or the groups in competition,
the issues or resources at stake and the cultural values regulating
cultural behavior.
2. Realistic and Nonrealistic Conflict
Simmel (1955: 27-28) recognizes two types of conflict with
regard to their justification. "Conflicts which arise from frustration
of specific demands within the relationship...and which are directed

at the presumed frustrating object can be called realistic conllicts.

(Coser, 1956: 49Y)., Nonrealistic conflict is not necessarily caused
by rival ends of the antagonists, but by the need of at least one ol the
parties involved to relecase tension. ''Scapegoating' is an excellent
example of non-realistic conflict.

3. Level of Conflict

Conflict behavior is expressed at various levels of social

action. Individual level conflict can be found in such dyadic forms
of association as husband and wife, friends, and child ~ parent
relationships. Conflic* is also expressed at the group level such as

in the interaction between fangs, between teams of workers, and among
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other informal groups. At the institutional level, conflicts are
apparent in the behavior of labor unions in interacting with management,
the conflict oppusing one social class or ethnic group to another,
and the competition between political parties. At the national and
international level, conflict assumes such Forms as warfare, invasions,
economic coumpetition, and ideological disagreement (Zinnes, 1962:
236-243; Nieburg, 1963: 43-54; Oberschall, 1972: 31-32; Bernard,
1950: 11-16).
4. Communal and Non-communal Conflict

Organizationally, conflict could be classified in terms of
communal and non-communal conflict. Communal conflict involves
essentially primarvy groups within which there is a common goal. Conflicts
arise over the means of achievement of the goal. Non-cowmunal conflict
occurs between groups which do not share common goals. Both the means
and the ends of resource distribution are subject to conflicting
interests. It is contended that communal conflicts are less violent
than non-communal conflicts (Simpson, 1937: 41-47).

5. TIdeological and Individual Conflict

According to Simmel (1955: 39-40), two types of conflict can
be distinguished on the basis of the beneficiaries of the outcome.
When the goal is personal and subjectively defined it serves the
advantage of an individual. In ideological conflict, the object of
contention is impersonal and more objectively defined. Simmel contends
that ideological conflicts are likely to be more radical since individuals
act as representatives of groups and ideas and their issues are given

respectability and sacred characteristics (Coser, 1956: 111-119).
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Sources of Social Conflict

Sources of conflict are numerous and without a classificatory
framework they may be difficult to conceptualize, Tt has to be
recognized that these sources of conflict of ten act concurrently and
are classified separately only for the purpose of clarity.

1. Economic sources of conflict

The basic concepts of the science of economics such as supply
and demand, marginal utility, and resource allocation, have an implied
assumption of conflicting interests at the individual, institutional,
and national level,

Changes in the economy of a community or a nation create conditions
of conflict. Often the changes in the general cconomy may he favorable
and yet create tense situations of conflict. As Olsen (Oberschall, 1973: 3b)
indicares '"economic growth...can significantly increase the number of
losers'. Long term economic growth can often be associated with short~
term disadvantages for certain Broups, e.g. wages may rise slower than
Prices cor may decline, and an increase in the rate of unemployment may
occur. This aspect is particularly relevant in the case of Brazil where
despite recent high rates of growth, the distribution of income regionally
and by social class was detrimental to the lower income groups and some
regions such as the Northeast (Duarte, 1971).

2. Political sources

Conflict may occur at the community and national level due to
the existing political structure and changes in it. vconflict and

discontent may occur if an alien authority is established. Examples of
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this type have been common during the nationalistic struggles in Asia
and Africa to avoid foreign rule. Similarly conflict may occur if the
authority is exclusive. This situation occurs under one party svstems or
military dictatorships. Insufficient authority may create a situation of
political anomie whercbyv various interest proups could enter into conflict
to fill a "political vacuum" (Oberschail, 1972: 44-49) .

3. Cultural sources

In arcas wherc different cultural groups coexist, it is likely

that conflict may occur. The presence of a minority group culturally
different from the majority creates friction. Often minorities cuter into
a relationship of super- and sub-ordination with the ma jority group.

"The relationship of sup-ordiration and sub-ordination which
characterizes the majority vis-a-vis the minority, stems...from
differential control over the cconomic, political, and ideological
mechanisms of social stratification. In brief, the basic model for
a majority-minoritv sfituation is commonly understood to be that in
which a dominant social subgroup prevents or restrains a lower
ranking subgroup from achieving a comparabia status" (Harris, 1959:248).
In culturally heterogencous environments the various cultural groups

(ethnic, nationality, religicus, racial) mav be involved in conflict over
the distribution of wealth, work, power, and other symbols of status.
Similarly, real differences in values, belicfs, personal habits and
customs may lead to contlict of emotional importance to the parties
involved. Variations in the modal patterns of family conditioning

may lead to significant behavioral and attitudinal differences among

individuals living in the same cnvironment. Such differences may become

sources of triction, dislike, and coutliict. For instance a study has
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indicated that culturally conditioned child rearing practices among
various ethnic and religious groups leads to diflerential personality
types among children (Protro, 1961).

The appearance of hostility between cultural groups is cond;iioned

a. The visibilitv of the groups both in the terms of their
appearance (color, phvsiognony, dress) and as socially defined. In
this respect, the Japanese in Brazil are clearly the wnost "visible"
cultural group.

b. The extent of contact between groups affects the extent of
conflict.

c. As previously indicated bv the human ecologv theorv, the
presence of objects of competition creates conditions for the cmergence
of conflict. Cultural groups who are engaged in complementary or
unrelated activities are less likcle to engage in contlict.

4. The extent of differences in values and behavior patterns

is another conditioning factor,

OQutcome of Conflict

Conflict resolution can be achieved through a variety of means,
previously described. The outcome of conflict is a function of the
means used in conflict resolution the relative importance of the

contested resources or values to the groups involved, the presence
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of intermediary forces, the relative power of the contestants, and
the prevailing rules, nonns, and values povsrning the conduct of
conflict.

As can be observed in Figure 1, conflict can range tfrom il
to a "maximum' bevond which the involvement in the conflict ceases to
exist. However, betwesn these two levels, a "normal" deuree of
conflict prevails in society.

Conflicts may vary in duration in different societies. In the
long run conflict reselution brings the level of conflict to the
"normal” position over a given issue. Other issues may simultaneously
or consequently raisc the level of conflict.

The settlement of conflict may occur in the following patterns:

a. Total imposition ot the will ot one of the contestants on
the other parties invclved. Examples of this type of outcome
include slavery, successinl coup d'etats resulting in total change
in the political system, and extermination of an cntire population.

b. Given a potential contlict situation, one of the partices
may forfeit the contest because of the relative power ol the opponent
or because of its cultural values prohibiting particular tvpes ot
conflict. Forteit of the contest may be permanent or deferred in
the expectation of more favorable conditions.

c. Under certiin circumstances, the parties involved mav reach
a compromise solution with the actual occurrence of conflict. This
type of settlement is lacilitated by the use of an arbitor or
intermediary. In many cultures individuals belonging to some social

group have fulfilled this customary role. In industrial societies
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such processes are conducted through courts of law.

d. The actual conduct of conflict is one of the morc common
outcomes. The parties involved may obtain varying proportions of
the resources or issues contested. These proportions are not
necessarily relative to numerical size of the contesting groups. What
is often confounded as a status quo situation in a society or between
nations is only the outcome of recent conflict and which hecause of
the discontent of one of the mrties may be a potentially conrlicting

situation.

Summary

Three theoretical approaches to the study of ethnic relations
and ethnic behavioral differences have been described.

The marginal man concept uses a socio-psvchological level analysis
to explain differences in behavior among minority groups vis-a'vis
the majority. The marginal man is rejected by the group in which he
is born and the group to which he attempts to belong. The marginal
man has a cosmopolitan outlook, and is not bound by traditional
behavioral patterns. Thus, the marginal man is innovative. The
basic cirticism toward the marginal man concept is its level of
analysis. Critics contend that the marginal man is only a product
of a sociological process, conflict, at the societal level.

The human ecology school of thought asserts that human groups
compete among themselves for the possession and control of scarce
resources and status in their ccological environment. A minority
group invades an ecoloyical niche and through processes of competition,

succession, accomodation and segregation replaces other groups earlier
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established in the environment. The basic process of action is
competition. Each cvcle of struygle results in a period of e¢quilibrium
after which the forccs are renewed.

Conflict theory is similar to human ccology in its dynamic
nature of explaining social change. While human ecclogical thought
contends that the various processes of social actior eventually result
in an equilibrium sitvation, conflict theorists assert that social
conflict is continuous and self generating. Social conflict occurs
at various levels, i.e., individual, group, communal, national, and
international levels. Social conflict is not necessarily destructive
of social structure. It has a number of positive functions in
reinforcing social structure.

While these theoretical frameworks will not be intensely tested
for empirical validity, they provide a conceptual understanding of
ethnic behavioral differences.

The following section concerninyg the historical background of
the various ethnic groups included in this study provides illustrations

of the various theoretical approaches described in this chapter.



Chapter III

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

An historical analysis is crucial to arrive at an understanding
of the present day comparative economir and sociological behavior
of ethnic groups in Brazil. The purpose of this endeavor is threefold:

1. The social, economic, and political processes, especially
between 1850 and 1935, explain in part the present social and economic
behavior ot ethnic groups;

2. Anhistorical analysis will indicate the comparative evolution
of the various ethnic groups under different, as well as similar
conditions.

3. This section concerning the historical background of the
immigration of the various ethnic groups illustrates the theoretical
framework, especially human ecological and conflict theories,
described in the previous chapter.

Throughout the formative period of Brazilian history, it will be
demonstrated that:

1. Both the socio-economic conditions prevailing in Brazil (pull
factors) and those prevailing in Italy, Japan, and Syria (push
factors in :he countries of origin) conditioned the movement of
large scale international migration.l Emphasis will be placed on the
['push" factors refer to those conditions in the country or region of
origin whicn are unsatisfactory and cause a movement away from the

area by its inhabitants; concurrently, 'pull' factors refer to the

favorable situation in a country or region which attracts population
from other areas.

33
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conditions in Brazil.

2. The socio-cconomic conditions of the various ethnic groups
under study, were heavily influenced by their social class positions
as underprivileged cheap labor vis-a-vis the landowners who were the
economic and political elite.

3. The sociv-cconomic welfare of the immigrants depended to a
large extent on the current protitability of the predominant crop,
coffee. Fluctuations of the coffee economy affected favorably or
adversely the conditions of the immigrants in Brazil. It will also
be shown that a succession of countries were included in sending
immigrants to Brazil in direct response to the needs of the coffee

producers.

The Sao Paulo Economy and Early Immigration

Apart from the earlv colonization of Brazil by the Portuguese,
and sporadic settlement bv French and Dutch colonists, there were no
sizable immigratory movements to this vast and sparsely populated country
until the middle of the nineteenth centurv (Prado, 1971). A few small-
scale settlements became perceptible between 1500 and 1830, Migrants
from the Azores were scttled in the states of Para and Rio Grande do
Sul. Similarly, Swiss and German farmers were settled in the state of
lio Grande do Sul. However, most of these settlements experienced

limited success because of poor planning, indiscriminate selection of
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settlers, distant location from market centers, unavailability of roads,
and unfavorable economic conditions (Hall, 1969: 5-14).

The reasons for the limited immigration to Brazil from other
countries during the period immediately preceding the 1850's were partly
due to the unfavorable economic conditions. Passage from a sluggish
economy to an active one was basically due to the vital position of
coffee as a new export commodity.

The Brazilian economy underwent a basic structural change around
the middle of the nineteenth century. From an economy that was
essentially stagnant, Brazil emerged as a dynamic, expanding economy
by the end of the century.

"By the mid-nineteenth century it would have been difficult

for an observer studying the Brazilian econumy to conceive the

scope of the transformations which were to occur within its

framework during the next rifty years. Three-quarters of a

century of stagnation or decay had elapsed...Phases of progress,

such as the one in Maranhao, were predominantly local in their
effects, and had no bearing on the country as a whole (Furtado,

1965: 119).

Prospects for improving prices and for increased exports of sugar
and cotton, major export items, were dim due to the favorable position
of Cuba vis-a-vis the North American market. (U.S. investors had
interests in the Cuban sugarcane plantations). Another major market,
England, was supplied by the British West Indies. Exports of cotton
received similar competition. Increased production in the U. S.,

partly because of the acquisition of Louisiana, and cheaper freight

rates to England competed with Brazilian cotton (Furtado, 1968: 120-122).
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The Major Role of Coffee

While coffee was introduced early in the eighteenth century,
its importance did not surpass local consumption levels until after
the disorganization of production in Haiti. Production data
definitely indicate the emerging importance of coffee in the 1850's

as is demonstrated by the following table:

Table 1. Coffee Production in Brazil, 1636-1944.

Year Coffee Production in Sao Paulo
(Sacks of 60 kilos)

1836 147,034
1854 883,504
1870 1,043,112
1901 7,968,000
1906 15,000,000
1927-28 17,982,000
1940 10,000,000
1943-44 6,936,000

Source: P. Monbeig, Pionniers et Planteurs de Sao Paulo, Paris:
Librairie Armand Colin: 1952, p. 1l4.

Initially, coffec production was concentrated in the hillv areas
around Rio de Janeiro. It expanded to the Paraiba do Sul Valley(otein, 1957) .
However, with thke reduction in productivity of these arcas, the
discovery of the terra roxa, soils well suited for coffee, and the
increasing demand for coffee on the international market, Sao Paulo
took a predominant and almost exclusive position in coffee production
in Brazil. The areas under cultivation in Sao Paulo expanded at a

rapid rate as shown by Maps land 2.



MAP 1. COFFEE CULTIVATION AND RAILROADS IN THE STATE OF SAO PAULO, AROUND 1900
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MAP 2. COFFEE CULTIVATION ANC .AILROADS IN THE STATE OF SAO PAULO, 1929
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The expansion in coffee production was in rasponse to the
increasing rate of coffee consumption in the principal European and
North American markets around the middle of the nineteenth century.
The table below demonstrates this increasing consumption in France

and the United States.

Table 2. Coffee Imports by France and the Urnited States, 1832-1875

Country Year Millions of Kilos of Coffee
Imported
France 1832 10
1846 17
1670 70
United States 1865 50.3
1870 100.8
1875 122.5

Source: Adapted from P. Monbeig, Pionniers et Planteurs de Sao
Paulo, Paris: Librairie Armand Colin, 1952, p. ©3.

Constantly increasing demand and prices, the relative abundance
of land, and low wages encouraged the western Sao Paulo farmers to
rapidly expand the areas under production. However, the excellent
cconomic conditions prevailing at the end of the nineteenth century
soon led to overexpansion.

"The so-called speculative fazendas were established with
money borrowed at very high rates of interest and went bankrupt
with some frequeuncy after coffee prices began to fall, since
they had not yet paid off their heavy indebtedness'(Hall, 1969: 154).

By 1900-1905, the production of coffee was double the amount

grown between 1890 and 1895. By the middle of the 1890's, prices of
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coffee were still favorable in spite of decreasing prices on the world
market. This occured because of the falling exchange ratz which provided
the planters with a reasonable profit in Brazilian currency. After 1896,
prices [ell markedly and eventually led to a crisis around 1905. This
crisis affected more strongly the planters in the western part of the
state because oi their additional costs in transporting coftec to the
port of Santos (Hall, 1909: 153-155; Monbeig, 1952: 130).

A number of social scientiszts who have studied this period of
Brazilian history have identified coffee planters as particularly
responsive to market conditions. The planters exhibited characteristics
of modern capitalists oriented toward reinvestment of profits. Using
knowledge of local and international market conditions they diversified
their investments and participated in political decision making at all
levels of govermment (Dean, 1966: 138-152; Monbeig, 1952: 121-128;
Ianni, 1972: 375-398; Hall, 1969: §81-115).

While land was in larpge supply, the expansion of coffee plantations
caused additional transportation costs to the western Sao Paulo coffee
growers. The government, after requests from the growers, guaranteed
a seven pernent interest rate to investors in railroads. The capital
necessary for the completion of the Santos-Jundiai railroad was thus
raised and the project was completed in 1868 (Graham, 1968: 26-30).

The coffee growers also participated in financing the construction of
additional railroads such as the Mogiana and the Companhia Paulista de
Estradas de Ferro (Monbeig, 1952: 86-89). Maps 1 and 2 demonstrate

clearly the concomittant relationship between the expansion of railroads
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and the growth of coffee plantations. A recent study indicates that the
development of the Sao Paulo cconomy is cle-ely linked to the expansion
of the transportation network (Gauthier, 1968: 77-94).

The expansion of the railroad network reached the northwestern part
of Sao Paulo at Barretos, an area most suited to cattle raising. The
coffee growers Lhus adapted to the new situation by investing large sums
of maney in cattle raising, in the building of a frigorifico (cold storage
unit), and by applying their capitalist skills to these new ventures.
Cattle raising became very lucrative with the growing demand for frozen
meat during World War I. At the same time coffee production decreased.

After 1918, coffee prices improved again. As in the past, growers
responded immediately by planting new trees. Based on past experience,
and at the request of coffee growers, the government organized the Coffee
Institute in 1924. It was given wide responsibilities for regulating
coffee production, marketing and exports. The Institute could purchase
excess stocks of coffee, paying fifty percent of the value of the crop
at the support ;rice. The Institute was thus entrusted with the control
of the coffee supply. In vears of excess production, coffee was
stockpiled. The Institute was financed through a tax on coffee and by
foreign loans, especially from England (Graham, 1968: 74+77; Monbeig, 1952:
100-102; F¥urtado, 1968: 193-195).

New policies after the price bousting Taubate agreement of 1906,
and the creation of the Coffee Lastitute, resulted in relatively high
and stable coffee prices in Brazil. Planters vesponded with an additional

expansion of area under cultivation. Credit was now provided by
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agricultural banks (c¢.g. the Banco Paulista de Credito Agricola)
instead of the commissarios as in the past (Graham, 1968: 7&; Monbheig,
1952: 98). The fact that planters received only fifty percent of the
value of their crops upon deliverv compounded their financial problems
in trying to finance the new plantations., Planters were thus obliged
to borrow heavily from banks and to mortgage their land. Foreign btanks
made loans to individual planters as well as to the Brazilian government
to finance the coffee price suppori policy.

The second overexpansion of production coincided with a series
of unfavorable conditions which led to the catastrophic crisis of 1929-
1932. While production was increasing, the price of coffee fell by 41
percent during 1929. The seriousness of the situation increased during
the next three years as the trees planted in the late 1920's came into
full production. General depression among the financing countries made
further loans to Brazil impossible.

"...It was quite impossible to obtain credit abroad to

finance withholding of new inventories, in as much as the

internaticnal market was deep in the grip of the depression

and government credit had evaporated with the disappearance

of metallic reserves."(Furtado, 1968: 203)

Despite a devaluation of the currency, which was favorable to
the growers, and an increased Vvolume of exports, a situation of crisis
was inevitable because of low world coffee prices. The financial crisis
of 1929-1933 forced large coffee plantation owners, especially those in

the western part of the state, to sell part of their land to pay their

debts. Similarly banks, which after 1933 were allowed to foreclose on
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only up to fifty percent of the mortgaged land, sold land which had
declined significantly in value due to low coffee prices. Small farmers
and former agricultural workers who had some savings and were not
affected by the coffee crisis bought such land at reduced prices. This
process was operative in the area around Riberao Preto, where five of
the eight municipios included in the study are located.

In times of major economic and financial crises large agricultural
landholdings in monoculture economis (as present in Brazil at the turn
of the century) are expected to disintegrate (Prado, 1935: 352-68).

This was one of the two major processes bv which small landholdings
appeared. The other process was the sale of lots oi land of former
fazendas after the intensive cultivation has resulted in soil erosion
(Prado, 1935: 52-6&; Bernardes, 1961: 363-420; Prado, 1944: 17-31).

Throughout the period of 1&50-1935, the coffee plantation owners
influenczed or directly participated in the political decision making
process.

"Very earlv, the leaders of coffee production, understood

the enormous importance that the government could have as an

instrument ol economic action. This tendency of the subordination

of a political machinerv to the interests of an economic group

will receive its full expansion with the conquest of state autonomy..

It is by this clear consciousness of their own interests that

(the coffee growers) are differentiated from other earlier or

contemporary dominant groups.' (Ianni, 1972).

A number of coffee plantation owners from Sao Paulo directly
participated in government either as elected representatives or appointed
officials (Hall, 1969: 81-115; Monbeig, 1952: 107-111, 121-128). For
purposes of clarity, some of the major instances of influence on, or

exercise of power in government will be mentioned. First, as will be

demonstrated later in this section coffee growers directly inf luenced
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the government's decision to encourage and subsidize laryge scale
European and Japanese immigration in order to provide the coffee
economy with cheap labor (Rios, 1958: 245-339, Monbeiy, 1952: 120,
123,137-138%; Hall, 1969: 11-12, &2-86). Second, the coffee planters
after favoring slavery in varlier vears, were among those ravoring the
abolition of slavery, when they found it to be a deterrant to attracting
immigrants from Europe (Dean, 1966: 138-152; Graham, 1Y6&: 123-137;
Furtado, 1968: 136-137). Third, as indicated carlier, at the request
of western Sao Paulo cofiee growers, the government guarantced a fixed
return on fereign loans for the building of railroads and port
facilities. Fourth, in order to cushion the negative effects of
falling coffee prices, on a number of occasions the government devalued
the currency. This favored the coffee producers and exporters whose
main costs did not involve imported items. Inversely, this monetary
policy was detrimental to the general population.

Fifth, the government, under pressure by the coffee growers,
organized the Coffee Institute which provided support prices tor coffee,
stockpiled the product during excess production years, and provided
favorable terms of credit to the growers. Finally, after the abortive
revolution of 1932 against his administration, President Vargas, to
appease the coffee plantation owners, reduced bv fifty percent the amount
of mortgaged land banks could withhold from indebted coffee growers

(Young, 1967: 81-91).

Impact of Slavery on Immigration

The initiation of heavy immigration from Europe and Japan is
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closely linked to the last stages of slavery in Brazil. During this
period of Brazilian history there seems to have been a strong correlation
between progress toward abolition of slavery and efforts to recruit
European immigrant laborers.

Slavery, beginning in the mid-sixteenth century came into effective
and large scale use in Brazil around the middle of the seventeenth
century (Prado, 1971: 17, 144). Slavery was especially concentrated in
the Northeastern region of Brazil.

Starting in 1807, the British government exerted pressure on
Portugal to end the African slave trade. This pressure only succeeded in
1831 when the Brazilian government declared that all slaves brought
thereafter to Brazil would be free. This legislation was not enforced
despite threats of invasion bv England (Graham, 1968: 160-186). Rising
internal public opinion in the cities against slavery, coupled with
further pressure from England brought the African slave trade to an end
in 1850. The use¢ of slave labor, however, continued for the next two
decades without significant changes. Organized internal anti-slavery
movements culminated in the abolitionist "Manifesto of the Liberal Party"
in 186&. Such internal and external pressure led to delaying tactics
among the slaveowners. The first step was the Rio Branco "Wentre Livre"
Law of 1871. This law declared children born of slave women to be free
when they reached the age of 21. This law delayed by at least 22 years
the abolition of slavery. Similarly the "Sexagenario' Law which freed
slaves above the age of sixty was only a delaying measure with a seeminglv

humanitzrian purpose (lanni, 1972: 383). A third measure used by the
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Sao Paulo coffee plantation owners was the purchase of slaves from the
north and northecastern states. '"Althougzh natural increascvs in the slave
population were always very low, the number of slaves in Sao Paulo rose
from 117,000 in 1854 to 156,000 in 1&7/2 and to 174,000 in 183" (Hall,
1969: 29). The expansion of the railroad network, described earlier,
reduced the need for teams oi mules accompanied by slaves and shifted
about 20 percent of the labor force from transportation to production

of coffee. Similar labor saving mechanisms operated with the introduction
of machinery in the processing ol coffee (e.g. colfee drv_r).

These measures were insutficient during the 1880's to stop a movement,
first in isolated instances, and later on a large scale, of slaves
escaping plantations. In addition, health conditions were such that
mortality rates surpassed birth rates thus causing a net decrease of the
slave population after 1850. Faced with the prospects of a dwindling
number of slaves, internal abolitionist movements in the cities, and with
external pressure from European countries, the government legalized the

fait accompli by abolishing slavery in 1888, through the 'Lei Aurea"

(Graham, 1968: 123-173,171-175; Hall, 1969: 12, 22-32; Monbeiy, 1952:
89-90; Furtado, 1968: 43-92, 148-154).

The remaining part of this chapter will examine in further detail the
historical and socio-economic conditions under which each of the three ethnic

r

groups under study came to 1zil, the conditions prevailing in the country
ol origin, and the tmmisrants' role in the economic developmenat of the'r
country of adoption.

A considerable number of studies are availahle concerning the

Italian and Japanese immigrants in Brazil. A detailed review of the
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information in Portuguese, French, and English literature concerning
these groups are presented. However, despite searches in the
Portuguese literature in Brazil and English sources in the United
States very few studies were found concerning Sirio-Lebanese immigrants
in Brazil. 1In the case of this study the problem is limited since only
16 of the 343 informants were of Sirio-Lebanese origin.

Italian Immigration

Immigration of f[ree labor started in the 1850's when a few planters,
such as Senador Vergueiro, predicting the abolition of slavery, turned
to cheap sources of labor in Southern Europe. Senador Vergueiro
recruited Portuguese families to work cn his coffee plantations under a
parceria System.z(Hall, 1969: 13-21; Schmidt, 1943: 242-247). This
system was soon discontinued since it was less profitable than the use of
slaves.

It was not until the late 1880's that revival of interest in
European immigrants occured. The imminence of abolition as well as the
expansion of coffec plantations created the 'hunger for labor'" among the
plantation owners. The attention of the growers and the Brazilian
government was directed towards ltaly, which was a large source of
manpower. During the same period, Italy was experiencing political

and economic unrest. The country was undergoing political

2Under the parceria svstem, the coffee plantation owner paid the passage
of the families to Brazil and supported them for a period of time. The
families were assigned a number of trees to care for and harvest, and
they could use some land for raising food. Net profits from the

coffee crop, and sometimes from the foodstuff plots, were equally
divided between the immigrant and the company. The family was
restricted to the farm and could not leave it until it had paid its
debts on the cost of the passage and had given a written notice a

year in advance ol intent to move.
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unification. The southern region, where agricultural productivity was
low, experienced strong competiiion from the northern reygion. A state
of chronic depression prevailed. Similarly between 1&85 and 189%,
industrial productiun in Italy was almost zero (Furtado, 196&: 137-140;
Hall, 1969: §7-109). "The marked decline in Italian economic growth
during the period 1£88-1896 generated an important 'push' factor that
obviously worked to the advantage of Brazil, given the lack of alternative
or competitive countries to absorb the departing immigrants'" (Graham,
undated: 23).

Until 1885, immigrants were recruited privately by coffee plantation
owners. Contracts were made with shipping companies and private agents.
This resulted in some unfair modes of recruitment., Exorbitant promises
were made in Italy to induce prospective immigrant to migrate. Upon
their arrival in Brazil, they were forced to sign five-year contracts to
work on plantations and were asked to pay the cost of the passage which
was supposedly to have been paid for by the plantation owners (Hall, 1969:
89).

After the passage of a bill in 1885 authorizing the state govern-
ment to subsidize immigration by refunding plantation owners the cost of
passage of the colonists, the movement of Italians into Sao Paulo was
intensified. Between 18&7 and 1900 Sao Paulo received 863,000 immigrants,
representing almost a third of the immigiants who entered the state in
the century between 1827 and 1936 (Monbeig, 1952: 130). This major
Italian immigratory movement was partly due to slackening economic
conditions in the United States, which was Brazil's major rival in

attracting Italian immigrants (Graham, 1968: 22).
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An examination of Figure 2 clearly demonstrates a strong correlation
between the number of foreign immigrants entering Brazil and the periods
of greatest coffee production and expansion (1889-1897, 1910-1914, and
1924-1929). While detailed data are not available concerning each
nationality group on a yearly basis, the proportions of various
nationalities for selected periods can be seen in Appendix A.

Until the middle 1&80's slavery was still providing the necessary
manpower for coffee larming. As previously demonstrated, the period from
1880 to 1900 was an era of large expansion of coffee production and
favorable international prices. During the first five years of the
twentieth century, the first major coffee crisis occurred, culminating
in 1905. bBv 1910, the supply of coffee had made the necessary adjust-
ments to the market conditions and coffee production experienced another
ma jor period ot growth until World War I. Between 1884 and 1914, about
900,000 Italians inmigrated to Brazil (Hall, 1969: 116). World War I
brought a temporary nilt to the movement of Italians out of Italy.
Potential immigrants wer- in the age groups mobilized into the armed
forces. After World War I, stabilized prices, price support, and
regulation of supply resulted in another era of prosperity for the coffee
economy that lasted until the 1929-1933 crisis (Graham, 1966: 2-7). At about
this time, the rise of fascism in Italy limited immigration to Brazil.

The government also influenced the flow of immigrants during an
carlier period. In 1902, the [talian government restricted subsidized
recruitment of Itallan immigrants to Brazil due to the disappointment of
the I[talian government over the conditfons of ILtalian Linmigrants on

Brazilian coffee plantations (Hall, 1969: 169).



FIGURE 2.

IMMIGRATION INTO THE STATE OF SAO PAULO, BRAZIL, 1870-1940
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Some of the major complaints of the plantation workers were:
Withholding of wages3
I+ -vsition of fines
Cheatiny in the accounting of the amount harvested
Physical punishment

Restriction ol workers to the fazenda

Cheating at the vendas

Poor housing and health conditions (Hall, 1969: 118-140)

~No v LN -

Apart from the action of the Italian government, a return movement was
noticeable among the Italian immigrants. Thus, while 288,637 entered the
state of Sao Paulo between 1903 and 1910, 277,549 left the5 state during
the same years. In 1900 more immigrants left Santos than entered
(Hall, 1969: 168-169).

In an effort to provide new incentives to Italian immigrants,
the Brazilian government established colonies of small farmers near
Campinas and in the Mogiana region, extending from Campinas to Riberao
Preto. This was mainly accomplished during 1910-1911. The intention
of the government was that these small farmers would be available as
laborers on the coffee plantations during the peak agricultural periods
(Monbeig, 1952: 143).

Data concerning immigration into the state of Sao Paulo indicate
the declining proportion of Italians in relation to the total number of
immigrants. Table 3, which deals with numbers of immigrants into the
state of Sao Paulo by country of origin, is indicative of this trend,
The decreasing proportion of Italian immigrants was thus due to:
35%&:}£;£§§££g gystem having proven to have been unsuccessful, wages
were pald to agricultural workers.
4Rural store usually owned by the plantation owner.
SThe exit figure is underestimated since it only includes departures from
Santos. Those immigrants who went to Rio by rail and departed from there

are not included. Entries from Rio on the other hand are usually
recorded in the entrance data.



Table 3. Proportion of Immigrants by Nationality Entering the State
of Sao Paulo: 1890-1899; 1908-1917; 1918-1927; 1928-1937

Period Nationality Percent¥*
1890-1899 Italian 64.0
Spanish 12.0
Other 12.0
Portuguese 10.0
Austrian 2.0
1908-1917 Spanish 29.0
Portuguese 27.9
Italian 23,2
Brazilian 5.5
Turkish and Syrian 4.3
Japanesc 3.0
Slavic 2.2
German and Austrian 1.8
1918-1928 Brazilian 23.4
Slavic and Baltic 21.0
Italian 13.2
Spanish 11.6
Portuguese 8.6
Japanese 7.0
German and Austrian 6.9
1928-1937 Brazilian 59.1
Japanese 18.7
Portuguese 8.4
Slavic and Baltic 4.3
Syrian and other 2.5
Italian 2.4
Spanish 1.6

*For detailed data concerning the number of immigrants entering
Brazil by year refer to Appendix A.

Source: Adapted from Monbeig, P., Pionniers et Planteurs de Sao Paulo,
Paris: Librairie Armand Colin, 1952, p. 136.
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The coffee crises of 1909 and 1929-1933;

The 1902 Italian decree limiting subsidized Italian
immigration to Brazil,;

World War I;

Competition from the United States and Argentina for
Italian immigrants (Graham, 1968: 1-50)

Improviag economic conditions in Italy;

The rise of fascism in the 1930's;

The quota system imposed by the Brazilian government in
1934.

Immigration

Afte
slowly ev
resulted
transferr

or mortga

"

r the Meiji Restoration of 1867 in Japan, small farmers were
icted from the land. The advent of a monetary economy which
in the imposition of taxes on feudal lords who in turn

ed these taxes to the small farmers, forced the latter to sell
ge their land (Ando and Wakisaka, 1971: 4-34).

Thus, in the period between 1883 and 1890, none less than

367,000 farmers lost their properties by confiscation and in
the period between 1884 and 1886 one seventh of all arable land
was lost through mortgages. It was in this manner that a large
part of the small owners became sharecroppers or were directed
to the cities."
At the same time the rate of growth of the Japanese population was
progressing rapidly as indicated by the following data:
Table 4. Population of Japan in Selected Years, L888-1940.
Year Inhabitants Year Inhabitants
in Millions in Millions
1888 40.1 1918 58.1
1893 42 .0 1925 59.7
1898 45.4 1930 64.5
1903 48.5 1935 69.3
1908 51.7 1940 73.1
1913 55.1

Source: Albuquerque, E.A., "Transformacoes Gerais na Sociedade Japonesa

e Imigracao para o Brasil'" in O Japones em Sao Paulo e no

Brasil, op. cit., p. 53.
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Japanese immigration overseas started in 1885. With the 1902
restrictions on Italian immigration, the state of Sao Paulo turned to
Spain and Portugal for sources of labor. However, these countries were
aware of the conditions of work and the discontent of the Italian
government and therefore did not encourage their citizens to immigrate
(Fujii and Smith, 1959: 4-5).

In Table 5 it can be observed that during the first period of
Japanese emigration, 1885-1923, the Unitel States and Hawaii absorbed
about two thirds of the Japanese immigrants, while Brazil received only
6.4 percent (all between 1908 and 1923). The direction of immigration
changed with the Gentlemen's Agreement of 1908 which restricted the
entrance of Japanese immigrants into the United States. In 1924,
Japanese immigration to the United States wac completely forbidden. The
negative relationship between Japanese immigration to the United States
and Brazil can be observed in Figure 3.

The second period of immigration, 1924-1934, was essentially
characterized by immigration to Brazil. Sixty-three percent of the
immigrants who left Japan between 1924 and 1934 went to Brazil.

During 1935-1945, (after the Sino-Japanese War), Japanese emigration
was directed mostly toward Manchuria. In an effort to colonize this
area conquered by Japan in 1932, 85 percent of all emigrants during
this period were settled there. Of the 312,413 immigrants only 7.2
percent settled in Brazil in that decade. During World War II

emigration to Brazil was completely halted.



FIGURE 3.

JAPANESE EMIGRATION OVERSEAS BY DESTINATION
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Table 5.Japanese Emigration by Destination and Period

56

Total 1885-1923 1924-34 1935-45 1952-63

Total 1,070,132 487,282 214,431 312,413 56,006
USA 107,640 101,644 5,609 --- 387
Hawaii 231,206 227,012 4,194 --- -
Canada 35,507 29,280 6,170 57 ~---
Peru 33,070 21,420 9,542 2,108 ---
Brazil 234,636 31,414 135,077 22,495 435,650
Paraguay 6,579 --- 1 521) 6,058
Other countries of

Latin America 25,870 13,252 6,347 2,360 3,911
Southeast Asia & Oceania 88,176 36,123 33,342 18,711 ---
Manchuria 270,007 --- 4,218 265,789 ~--
Others 37,441 27,137 9,931 373 ---
Annual Average 14,659 12,494 19,494 28,401 4,667
Percentage

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
USA 10.1 20.9 2.6 --- 0.7
Hawaii 21.6 46.6 2.0 - .-
Canada 3.3 6.0 2.9 0.0 .-
Peru 3.1 4.4 4.4 0.7 -—-
Brazil 21.9 6.4 63.0 7.2 81.5
Paraguay 0.6 --- 0.0 0.2 10.&
Other countries of

Latin America 2.4 2.7 3.0 . 7.0
Southeast Asia & Occania 8.2 7.4 15.5 6.0 ~--
Manchuria 25.2 ~--- 2.0 85.0 ---
Others 3.5 5.6 4.6 0.1 .-
Source: T. Suzuki, The Japanese Immigrant in Brazil, (Tokyo: University

of Tokyo Press, 1969), p. 14.
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Between 1952 and 1963 a total of 56,000 persons emigrated from
Japan, of which Brazil received 81.5 percent. While the annual rate of
emigration reached &,000 persons in 1960, it has been declining since
then despite the payment of transportation subsidies b the Japanese
government. This decline is basically due to the constantly improving

capacity of the Japanese economy to absorb labor (Suzuki, 1969: 14-16).

Japanese Emigration to Brazil

As early as 1895 a treaty of friendship, commerce and navigation
was signed between Japan and Brazil in preparation for an experimental
Japanese emigration. However, the first major coffee cirsis (which ended
in 1906) delayed the arrival of immigrants until 1906. Thus, an agreement
written in 1897 between the Brazilian governmeant and a Japanese emigration
agency for the arrival of 2,000 Japanese immigrants was rescinded at the
request of the Brazilian government (Ando and Wakisaka, 1971: 22-23).
The first group of 150 Japanese familics arrived in Santos in June, 1908.
By 1923, 31,414 Japanese immiprants, representing 13.4 percent of all
Japanese emigrants, had arrived in Brazil. This period was experimental
in nature for both the Japanese and Brazilian governments. The flow of
Japanese immigration to Brazil wa. also dependent upon the supply of
southern European immigrants. Thus, after the 1902 decree of the Italian
government restricting subsidized immigration of Italians, the Brazilian
government provided partial subsidy to Japanese immigrants in 1908. rIhis
subsidy was temporarily suspended shortly before World War I at the

height of southern European immigration from Portugal, Spain and Italy.



The Japanese government, in an effort to encourage emigration to Brazil,
then began providing the transportation costs of the Japinese immigrants.
As a result Japanese immigration to Brazil increased from 4,000 persons
in 1924 to 16,000 in 1929. After a recession belween 1930 and 1932 due to
the coffee crisis and the 1930 revolution, the proportion of Japanese
immigrants Co Brazil surpacsaed that of any other nationality between
1932 and 1935. With the introduction «f the quota system in Brazil in
1934, and the Japanese interest in the colonization of Manchuria, Japanese
immigration to Brazil was drastically reduced. It came to a complete
halt from 1942 to 1951 as & result of World War Il and the American
occupation of Japan (Suzuki, 1969: 14-17).

After 1952, Japanese emigration declined to an average unnual
rate of 4,000 persons mainly dur to the improved cconomic conditions
in Japan. 1In 1954, the Japanese veprescnted Pour percent of the
immigrants entering Brazil (Suzuki, 1969: 17; Mov limento, 1955
66-67). Trends of Japanese immigration to Brazil can be observed in

Table 6.

Distribution of the Japanese in Brazil

As in the case of Italian immigrants, the major purpose for the
importation of Japanese Immigrants was che provision eof cheap labor for
the coffee economy (Ando and Wakisaka, '9/1): 23-25; Wapley and Harris,
1958; Saito, 1961l: 26-29). Thus most ui the Japanese immigrants
cettled in the state of Sao Paulo (Crissiuma, 1935: 110-114). The
distribution cf the Japancse population in Brazil by state for four

different years was as given in Table



Table 6.Japanese Immigration to Brazil 1908-1956.

Number Percentage Number Percentage
Year of of all Year of of all
Japanese Immigrants Japanese Immigrants
1908 830 0.9 1933 24,494 3.2
1909 31 * 1934 21,930 47.6
1910 948 1.1 1935 9,611 32.5
1911 28 ® 1936 3,306 25.9
1912 2,909 1.6 1937 4.557 i3.1
1913 7,122 3.7 1938 2,524 13.0
1914 3,675 4.6 1939 1,414 5.2
1915 65 0.2 1940 1,268 0.9
1916 165 0.5 1941 1,548 5.6
1917 2,899 12.9 1942 - -——-
1918 5,599 28.3 1943 --- -——
1919 3,022 S.4 1944 -—- -
1920 1,013 1.8 1945 -——- ---
1921 840 1.9 1946 6 *
1922 1,225 1.1 1947 1 *
1923 &95 2.8 1948 1 *
1924 2,673 2.8 1949 4 *
1925 6,330 7.7 1950 33 ¥
1926 8,407 7.1 1951 106 0.2
1927 9,084 9.3 1952 216 0.3
1928 11,169 14.3 1953 1,928 2.4
1929 16,648 17.3 1954 3,119 4.3
1930 14,074 22.5 1955 4,051 7.3
1931 5,032 20.5 1956 4,912 11.0
1932 11,678 37.1
Source: Y. Fujii and T. Smith. The Acculturation of the Japanese Immigrants in Brazil

(Gainesville: Universitv of Florida Press, 1959), pp. 5-38.

6S
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Table 7. Percentage Distribntion of Japanese Immigrants by State
(1923, 1939, 1950, 1958)

State Distribution of Japanese Population bv State
19237 o3t 1950 19587
Sao Paulo 89.9 92.0 4.1 75.7
Minas Gerais 3.1 .9 .7 7
Parana 2.7 2.1 11.1 18.2
Mato Grosso 3.5 3.7 1.1 2.1
Other .8 1.3 3.0 3.3%
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Isource: Gonzaga, A.G., '"Contribuicao para o Estudo das Imigracoes no
Brasil' in Revista de Tmigracao e Colonizacao, Ano ITI, No. 1,
Avril 1942, pp. &9-9¢.

2Source: Fujii, Y., and Smith, T.L., The Acculturation of the Japanese
Immigrants in Brazil (Gainesville: The University of Florida
Press, 1959), p. 22.

3source: Suzuki, T. The Japanese Tmmigrant in Brazil, (Tekyo:
University ot Tokve Przss, 1969) p. 33.

4Source: Mostly concentrittied in Rio de Janeire (Guanabara) and the
Amazon region.

As can be observed frea Table 7, the state of Sao Paulo, by 1958,
still had the highest concentration of Japanese immigrants, In Parana,
the proportion of Japanesc has increased at a rvapid rate from 2.1
percent in 1939 to 18.2 percent in 195. The concentration of Japanese
in Mato Grosso and Minas Gerais has declined while the city of Rio de
Janeiro and the Amazon region have attracted 2.6 percent ol the Japanese
(Suzuki, 1969: 33-34).

The Japanese Immipgrants and the Sao Paulo Economy

In 1905, the first coffee cirsis had just ended. The Valorization



61
policy through the Taubate agreement of 1906 and stabilization of inter-
national coffee prices had created renewed optimism in the expansion of
coffee among plantation owners (Furtado, 1968: 195). Thus, Japanese
immigration was encouraged. One of the criteria for the selection of
Japanese immigration was encouraged. One of the criteria for the selec-
tion of Japanese immigrants was the necessity for the immigrant family to
be composed of at least three economically active members. In addition, a
larger proportion of the cost of passage was paid to adults than to
minors. These policies led to the 'composite family' phenomenon, Kosei-
Kazoku. Families were constituted through "adoption'" of relatives (Ando
& Wakiska, 1971: 23-24; Suzuki, 1969: 168; Saito, 1961: 61-62). The first
Japanese immigrants to Brazil intended to stay for a short period of time,
accumulate savings, and return to Japan. Since the early phase of immi -
gration was experimental, Japanese families who arrived in 1908 were
assigned to six fazendas. They were treated in a pattern similar to that
of the Italian immigrants. As a result two thirds of these families did
not complete one year of work on the fazendas and left for the cities of
Sao Paulo and Suntos (Ando & Wakisaka, 1971: 25-26). Realizing the diff-
iculty of accumulating savings within two to three vears the immigrants,
individually or in association with other Japanese, decided to become tenants.

Another alternative was ro become contratistas.® This type of work was an

BContratistas or formadores de cafe refers to those immigrants who worked

for plantation owners on a spucial contract. The plantation owner wou ld
provide the settler with uncleared land. The colonist had to clear the

land, plant coffcee trees and care for them for a period of four to six

years. The cwner provided the colonist with a house, a well, tools and
gseedlings. ‘The colonist could raise intercalary crops. At the end of the
fourth year, rhe colonist was paid for his work according to the number of
trees planted. Another vaviation of this arrangement was 4 9ix year contract
whereby the colonist, instead of being paid in cash, received the value

of the coflee crop from the 4th to the 6th yrs.(Ando & Wakisaka;1971: 27-28).
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intermediary stage between agricultural labor and independent ownership
of land. Tt provided the immigrants with the necessary experience and
capital that could be saved over a period of four to six vears. A number
of Japanesc acquired land throuph this process in the region of Araraquara,
a region coutipuous to the area javestigated in this research. Another
gsource of land acquisition was a result of the cultivation of rice on
leased land. Brazil imported rice mntil the 1920's. High prices of

rice provided the jmmigrants with enough savings to become independent
small landowners (Aado and Wakisaka, 1971:  28-30). The coffee crisis
which culminated in 1905 foreed some large landowners to sell part of
their land. This paittern occurred on a larger scale during the 1929-1933
period when the crisis was more acutce. As in the case ol the Ttalian
immigrants, but with a wore favorable colncidence, Japancse Lmmigrants
could buy land which had been depreciated in value. A rinal process of
land acquisition used by Japanesc immigrants was the buving ol cheap
eroded plots near Sao Paulo, Such lands were intensively fertilized and
cultivated in vegetables. It should be remembored that Brazilian
industrialization and urbanization expericenced their impetus just before
World War I. Thercfore, Urom that Lime, a larse dewmand existed for the
products of truck (awuwas. Thus, by 1941, the proporticns ol Japanese

farmers by land tecnure calcpory weve: (Fujii and smith, 1959: 29)

independent owner-operator 31.2%
owner-tenant 20,77,
tenant-uvwner 20.0%
tenant 27.7%
laborer YA

The distribution of land tenure categories in 1958 was:
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owner-farmer 52.1%
renter 25.8%
sharecropper 11.6%
colonist 9.8%
administrator A

Saito (1961. 198-208) traces the vertical and spatial mobility of
a group of ten Japancse families composed of a total of 32 members in
Brazil. These case studies demonstrate the vertical social mobility and
geographic mobility of thesc ten families and another group of ten families.
Among immigrants who arrived betfore World War IL, 76 percent achieved
upward social mobility, 11 purcent did unot change their status, and 13
percent indicated downward social mobility (Cardoso, 1972: 50). Suzuki
provides a detailed analysis of status mobilitv among Japanese immigrants
in Brazil in Table 8.

There has been considerable occupational diversification among
Japanese immigrants. While about 70 percent of those who entered Brazil
at the age of 15 or above were Larmers, this percentage had declined 56.2
percent by 1958. Other occupational categories have appeared.

Vertical occupational and social mobility has been achieved among
Japanese immigrants through land acquisition and education. The Japanase
immigrants have placed high emphasis on children's education especially
in technical and protessionat ficlds (Nobre, Araujo and Piza, 1971: 156-
157). While the preportion »i the population of Japanese origin in the
state of Sac Pauio was less than threze percent in 1958 (Suzuki, 1969: 33),
twelve percent of the students were of Japanesc origin at ESALQ, the
college ot apriculture of the University of Sauv Paulo (Nobre, Araujo and
Piza, 197l: 197). Similarly, in 1955, 7.4 percent of the students at the

Universitv of Sao Paulo werce of Japanese origin (Hutchinson, 1956: 96-97).



TABLE 8. Patterns of Status Mobility for Prewar Japanese Immigration Familv Heads Who Are
Farmers or Non-farmers since Arrival by Employment Status at Present
Ascent Descent
L] - L ]
EN] s - o o (= ol
o < = 3 O o )
a N M < 9 N Q
o n 3 S 9] o0} w
~— 5] o1 o [ — Q o= Q
i X x o= al x = N o
IS e “ow - ) 3
c = ) I 3 2 t U g U 60
FN) e84 - -t % c I tJ Iyl — QO ~ «©
i W [SSN] LN L0 : o] Qv QN
5 O 0 - R
N Total & e G 87 A & = as 8%
P NS AT o Ny AN
Total 9,580 100.0% 75.4 59.9 2.8 12,7 il.z 13,/ 2.0 9.5 1.8
Farmers 9,069 100.0 77.2 61.2 2,8 13.2 8.3 13.5 i 9.7 1.9
Owner—farmers 5,377 100.0 91.3 72.7 3.5 15.1 8.7 - -- - -
Renters 2,206 100.0 63.4 50.2 2.1 1i.1 11.6 25.0 4.0 17.8 3.2
Sharecroppers 754 100.0 31.4 21.7 0.8 2.8 3.6 55.0 7.5 47.4 9.9
Colonos 218 10C.0 - - - - 21.1 78.5 11.0 6.0 11.9
fon-farmers 511 1C0.0 44,2 38.7 2.2 3.3 44,7 11,3 3.3 6.8 1.0
Employers 12% 180.0 74.2 64.5 2.4 7.3 25.8 - - - -
On own account 209 100.0 51.7 47.9 1.9 1.9 4£3.5 4.8 1.4 2.9 0.5
Managers 43 100.0 60.4 41.9 9.3 9.2 25,96 14.0 7.0 4,7 2.3
Employees 135 100.0 - - - -— £69.6 30.4 8.1 20.0 2.3
Source: H. Saito, 0 Japones no Brasil (Sac Pauloc: Editoza "Sociologia © Pollitica', 1961).

17()
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Table 9. Employed Japanese Tmmigrants - Persons 10 Years Old and Over
by Occupational Grouping and Percentage of Women in Each

Occupation
N All ewployed persons % female

Total 150,408 100.,0% 22.0%
Farmers 84,408 56.2 22.1
Professional 5,328 3.5 34.2
Managerial 1,262 0.8 1.2
Clerical 5,088 3.4 28.8
Sales 23,5861 15.9 15.9
Fishermen 129 0.1 2.3
Miners 4 0.0 -———-
Transport 3,272 2.2 0.2
Crafltsmen 18,451 12.3 22,
Unskilled L 64 0.3 12.7
Service 7,984 5.3 34.4

Source: T.

55.

Suzuki, The Japanese DImmigrant in Brazil (Tokvo: University
of Tokyo Press, 1969), p.

The relative participation of Japanese women in the labor force can

be observed

in Table

9.

Education permitted the second and third

generations to have diversitied occupational patterns (sec Table 10).

The index of occupational diversification for the ILmmigrants was .033

in 1958 while that ol

descendenlts was

the descendents

of Japancse Lumipgranty have a higher degreec of educational and

occupational diversiiication than their parents or prandparents.


http:diversi,Tii::ai.on

66

Table 10. Occupation of Japanese Immigrant Fathers and Sons, 1958

Fathers Sons
N 22,275 22,275
Total 100,07, 100.0%
Farmers 83.6 35.6
Professional 2.5 .9
Managerial -—- i
Clerical - 1.6
Fishermen .1 .1
Transport -—— 4.4
Craftsmen 4.9 10.7
Sales 5.7 36.5
Service 3.2 9.5
Index of Diversification .017 .058

Source: T. Suzuki, The Japanese Immigrant in Brazil (Tokyo: University
of Tokyo Press, 1969), p. 251.

Agricultural Patterns

Japanese farming patterns in Brazil have undergone drastic changes.

It has been demonstrated earlier that the Japanese immigrants acquired
land through various processes. Table 1l indicates the distribution by
amount and value of land owned by Japanese farmers in each state.

While approvimately a quarter of the land owned by Japanese is located
in the state of Sao Paulo, the value of thcse properties is 56.8
percent of the total value of land owned by Japancse farmers.
Conversely, land owned by Japanese in Mato Grosso represents 53.1
percent of the total land ownership among Japanese in Brazil, but

represented only 7.4 percent of the total value (Suzukij 1969: 91).
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products has constantly grown. While these products were the major
crops of only 0.6 percent of the same group of farmers in 1912, this
proportion has increased to 40.1. (Sce Table 12). Products of this
type are often marketed by Japanese. Japanese colonists introduced
technological innovations in epriculture (e.g. jute and rice production)

and fishing (Miyazaki and Ono, 1958: 366-396; Mussolini, 1946: 172-183).

Sirio-Lebanese Immigration

Sirio-Lebanese immigration to North and South America started in
the 1890's. Until then, emigration (except to Egvpt) had been forbidden
by the Ottoman government.

Population pressure accompanied by fragmentation of land in rural
areas contributed to the necessity of an emigratory movement ! rom
Lebanon and Syria (Bacer, 1964: 31-32; Tannous, 1942: 62-74; United
Nations, 1970: 124-125).

The relatively carly establishment of French and American missionary
universities resulted in an increase in the number of sraduates in
professional fields. Manv graduates of these universities migrated
first to Egypt then to Eurnpe and North and South America. The geographic
position of Lebanon has placed its population in contact with western
influences. The widespread use of French and Lnglish contributed to a
cosmopolitan orientation o1 the population.

Until the end of World Var 1, both Lebanon and Syria were under
Ottoman Turkish rule. Mandatory military service in Lhe Turkish army
was one of the tactors affecting the decision of Syrian and Lebanese

youth to flée the country.



Table 12.

Familv Heads Since Arrival by Period

Percentage Distribution of Principal Farm Products For Prewar Immigrant Farmers who are

1912 1917 1922 1927 1932 1937 194 1947 1952 1958
N is1 1,121 2,215 4,348 9,606 14,980 15,430 15,956 12,455 11,208

% o % % % % i % yA
Tcral 100.0 100.G 100.0 100.0C 10O.C 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Countrv farming a99.4 93.8 &7.3 37.9 86.3 55.1 79.3 71.¢0 63.4 52.2
Corfee 92.6 76.8 52.0 652.2 59.0 32.1 24.3 23.6 27.5 28.3
Cotton 1.2 4.5 12.1 11.1 14.0 39.0 39.3 31.2 20.5 8.5
Rice 2.5 3.5 17.6 10.5 8.3 6.0 4.5 3.8 3.0 3.0
Counctrw polvculture 1.9 2.5 4.0 2.2 2.4 4.8 6.0 5.0 3.7 4.8
Others 1.2 0.5 1.6 1.9 2.6 3.2 5.2 0.4 6.7 7.8
Suburban Farming 0.6 4.1 9.6 10.1 11.9 12.9 18.0 25.2 31.7 40.1
Vegetables --- 1.9 4.4 4.8 5.1 4.7 0.5 3.7 11.5 15.¢&
lomatoes --- 0.2 0.3 1.0 1.9 2.4 3.6 5.2 5.6 5.4
Potatoes 0.6 1.8 3.¢& 2.9 2.7 3.0 2.9 3.7 4.1 4.4
Paultry == --- 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.7 1.5 2.7 4.3 6.2
Suburban polvculture --- 0.2 0.6 0.7 1.1 1.6 2.5 3.6 4.4 4.1
Others - -—- 0.3 0.5 0.8 0.5 1.0 1.3 1.6 3.2
Others - 2.1 3.1 2.0 1.9 1.9 2.8 3.7 4.9 7.6

Source: T. Suzuki, The Japanese Immigrant in Brazil (Tokvo: Universitv of Tokvo Press, 1969),

p. 227.

69



/0

The advent of a market economy in rural Lebanon and Syria
stimulated emigration as a wav of increasing cash income. Initially
the objective of the emigrants was to scttle temporarily in foreign
countries to save and subsequently to return to their country of origin.

In 1957..."the number of Lebanese living abroad was 1,100,000 (about
equal to the number of inhabitants of Lebanon) of whom half a million
were in the United States and Canada, another half million in South and
Central America and the rest in Africa and Egvpt." (Baer, 1964: 32).

Immigration of Sirio-Lebanese to Brazil was initiated irn the 1890's,
Until 1920, the proportion of emigrants who went tv Brazil was
relatively low. As in the case of the Japanese, the imposition of the
quota system in the United States diverted the stream of emigrants to
Brazil. Immigration to Brazil has been continuing up to the present. In
1958, the number of Lebanese in Brazil was estimated at about 250,000,
Compared to the other nationality origin groups, this represents a
relatively low proportion of the Brazilian population. However, it
becomes significant when compared to the population of Lebanon (estimated
at about one and a half million) during the same period.

The Sirio-Lebanese have been traditionally city dwellers and have
specialized mostly in trade:

"While the problem of the integration of foreign immigrants
focuses primarily on rural areas and among agricultural colonists,
it occasionally ariges among cthnic pgroups in urban centers,

This has been cspecially trne of tumbgrants from the Near LEasl

such as the Syrlans and Lebancese who have enjoyed preat flnanclal
success as merchants and traders.™ (U8, Department ol Ay, 19640 1)
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Arab restaurants, Sirio-Lebanese clubs, and the use of the Arabic
language are some indicators of this situation. During the early
development of the frontier areas of Sao Paulo, the Sirio-Lebanese
immigrants established themselves as traders and money lenders. These
immigrants had shops or were ambulant -- selling urban origin artifacts
in the cities of the interior. Other Sirio-Lebanese immigrants loaned
money to farmers, often at usurary rates until harvest time (Ando and
Wakisaka, 1971: 1-32). Successful businessmen and professionals
continue to send remittances to Svria and Lebanon. For instance in
1952, it was estimated that about 22 million dollars were contributed by
Lebanese emigrants to relatives, friends, and non-profit organizations
in their home country (Hitti, 1961: 694). Sirio-Lebanese immigrants in
Brazil have maintained economic, financial, and social relations with
their counterparts in Lebanon as well as with Sirio-Lebanese immigrants
in West Africa (Gayet, 1957: 161-171). These contacts have provided
the Sirio-Lebanese in Brazil with a competitive advantage in the area of
trade.

Sirio-Lehanese imnmigrants being essentially an urban group in
Brazil, their involvement in agriculture is a very recent phenomenon.
Economically successful urban traders and professionals of Sirio-
Lebanese origin have bought land and operated farms in response to recent
tax incentives for capital invested in agriculture. The agricultural
enterprises of Sirio-Lebanese immigrants are a marginal aspect of their

occupation and income.

Summary

In summary, as has been indicated throughout this section, the
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economic, political, and social conditions prevailing in Brazil at
various peviovds aftected the rate, intensity, and countries of orizin of
the immigrauts. [t has been pointed out with respect to Sao Paulo Lhat
the economic conditions affccting the major crop, coffee, have Sipnitficantly
iaotluenced the nomuer and countryv of orizin of immigrants., Furthermore,; as
one group of immigrants ([talians) declined in importance, another
nationality group becawe the source of cheap avricultural labor,
Immigration policies of the Brazilian goverament can thus salfels be said
to have becn mostly affected hy the needs or the plantations owncrs.,

The relations of tha two major ethnic proups scudied vis-a-vis the
plantation owners werc duscribed.

As previously indicated, these relations were characterized by a
continuous process of conflict. In verv few cases, the contlict
situation emerged into violence., This was essentia llv due to the strong
dominant position :i the plantation owners and the weak osition of
foreign immigrante.  An indication of conflict and discontent is provided
by the high rate of return to the country of origin, especially amony
Italian and Japanese fmmigrants.  Another major indicat»r of the conflict
situation has been the intervention of the L[talian and Japanesc gZovernments
to protect the interests of their citizens. The Ttalian iovernment
restricted subsidized Italian immigration to Brazil. The Japanesc povernment
provided assistance through credit and cooperative facilitien, to Japanese
immigrants in Brazil. The comparative cvolution of the various ethnic
groups was traced. Limircd stndies concerning the Sirio-Lebanese in

Brazil made it difficult Lo provide a complete deseription of this proup.


http:comnparati.ve
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Chapter IV

LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREA

The prescnt study was conducted in the State of Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Eight municipios from Sao Paulo were sclected. Sao Paulo was chesen as
the area of study since it presents wthnic diversity in its rural population
and previous cconomic data were available concerning 4 large sample of
farmers.

To aid in understanding the cconomic, geographic, and social
conditions a description oi the State and the region will be provided.
Such a description tacilitates the placing ol the cight municipios in

their regional context.

The State of Sao Puulo

The State of Sao Paulo is situated in the southeastern part of Brazil.
Tts total arca is 247 ,89% square kilometers (about 3 percent of the
national territory ) (Ministerio, 1971b: 13). It is bordered by the
state of Minas Gerais in the North and Northeast, the State of Rio de
Janciro and the Atlantic Ocean in the Northeast and Fast, the Atlantic
Oceatn and the State o1 Porana in the South and Southeast, and the states of
Parana and Mato CGrosso in the Southwest and West.

Sao Paulo is the most populated state of Brazil with a population

73
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of 17,958,693 inhabitants representing 19 percent of the national
population in 1970 (Ministerio, 1971lb: 83). It has the fourth highest
population density, 72.6 inhabitants per squarc kilometer, after the
states of Rio de Janeiro, Guanabara and the Federal District (Ministerio,
1971b: 86). Sao Paulo is a highly urbanized state since 80.36 percent
of the population lives in urban and suburban arcas while the rest ol

the population (19.04 percent) is rural. In addition to the capital

city of Sao Paulo (population 5,186,752) rhere are fifteen citics having
more than 100,000 residents (Ministerio, 19/1b:  17). The population of
the state is growing at a rapid rate. Durine the decade of 196071970 the
net rate of growth was 3.3 perceat and the popujation density passed f{rom
52.5 inhabitants per squarc kilometer to /1.9 (Ministerio, 1971b:  16).
The annual urban population growth rate is 4.6 percent while this rate
for the rural areas is 1.1 percent.

Economically, Sao Paulo is the most developed state in the
federation. 1In 1970, it had the hishest iudex of industrialization (.36)
compared to other regions of the countrv (Wiendl, 19/2: Y. It sencrated
32.2 percent of the total annual internal income of Brazil! About onc
third ot the countryv's clectricatl cnerygy is produced in the state of
Sao Paulo, which also has one fiitth of the Brazilian railwav mileage.

Sao Paulc has the longest road mileage in the federation with about
155,000 kilometers of roads (Ministerio, 1971la:  398). The extension of

IFundacac Getutbio Varpa

was, Pestatisticos Basicas.  Contas Wacionais do
Brasil - Ataalizacao ' Conjuntura Leconomlca, Vol 2%, Noo 9, Sept. 1971,
pp. 9L-117, adopted trom table %/, po 1110 bDuarte J.C., "Aspectos da
Distribuicao da Renda no Brasil cm 1970." Universidade de Sac Paulo, ESALQ,

Unpublished M.S. thesis, 1971, estimates this proportion to be 34.43 percent,
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the highway network has contributed to the industrialization of the
state.

The agricultural sector of the state of Sao Paulo is growing at a
rate of 3.4 percent annually. For a number of crops Sao Paulo is a
leading state in the total area under cultivation, tonnage produced, and
total value of crops as indicated by the following table. Table 13 (p.76)
below also indicates Sao Paulo's favorable rank in the production and
value of cattle, swine, and poultry.

Mineral resources are practically non-existant in Sao Paulo except
for dolomite and forforite, zirconium and talcum (Gauthier, 1968: 77-96).

The state of Sao Paulo is one of the most industrialized states of
Brazil. Its industries are varied in such areas as cement, steel,
aluminum, copper, paper products, meat and leather products, vegetable
oil, petro-chemical industries, alcoholic and nonalcoholic beverages and
sugarcane processing. In 1970, 1,450,000 perscn: revoresenting 46.6
percent of the Brazilian labor force were emplaycs in industrial plants

in Sao Paulo.

The Region under Study

This study was conducted in eight municipios of one of the nine
regional administrative divisions of agriculture, "DIRA's" (Divisaes

Integrais Regionais Agricolas) in the state of Sao Pauls. The DIRA

of Ribeirao Preto consists of 80 municipios and is located in the
northeastern corner of the state on the horder with the state of
Minas Gerais (see map on page 78). This DIRA is further subdivided

into eight administrative sub-regions (Araraquara, Barretos, Bebedouro,
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Table 13. Position o (he State of Sac Paulo Relative te Other States
in Brazil Retative to the Area Uader Cultivation (in
Hectares), Quantity of Production (tons or 1,000's of heads),
and value of Crop or Animals Produced (in 1,000 in 19/0.

Rank by Rank b
Crop Arco Quantity Value (€r$

(tons) 1,000)

Prodac:d Produced
Unginned cotion 2 1 1
Peanuts 1 ! 1
Rice 3 ‘ 3
Bananas 1 2 1
Potatoes 3 3 1
Coffee 2 1 1
Sugarcane 1 1 1
Onions 2 2 2
Beans 5 5 5
Oranges | 1 1
castor oil

hean 3 2 2

Marioc (cassava) 3 b H
Corn 4 2 2
Soybeans 4 3 3
Tomatoes 1 1 1
Grapes 2 2 2
Cattle - 3 2
Swine - li 4
Poultry - S T, |

*Measured in 1,000's of head.

Source: Ministerio do Planejamentoe Coordenacao Geral Fundacao IBGE,
Annuario Statistico do Brasil - 1971, LBGE: Rio de Janc iro,
1971, adapted [rom pp. [44-109.




Franca, Crlandia, Ribeirao Preto, Sao Carlos, and Taquavitinga). Soil
and climatic conditions are described in detail by Wessel and Nelson

(1971).

The DIRA of Ribelrae Prele is composed of 80 municipios, eight of
which were srudicd in this research.  These municipios are Altinopolis,
Barrctos Batatais, Colembia, Guaira, Javdinopolis, Poutul, and
Sertaozinho (Medina, ne date:  144). Three of these nunicipios (Barretos
Guaira, and Colombia) are located in the aorthwestern part of the DIRA,
while the other five are fuind in the center-cast ot the DIRA arvund the
city of Ribeirace Preto.

Table 14 provider a demopraphic description of the manicipios
included in this stuadvy and the municipio of Riberivao Prete. The cily
of Riberao Preto is a repional center of trade, industry and services

for these and othev municipios.


http:i.dis,.rv
http:Ribe'.ra
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Table 14. Some Dewesgraphi Charact,.clecies o the Municipios Studicnd
DIRA o! ziverao Pre o Sho Pacla, Praz.i. 0700
Municipio Pop. i Pop. o - Hrhen A Rural L rate ol

1960 Pa70 RS 1970 1960-1970

Altinopolis 10,90 11,084 49 .0 £ LS
Barretos 59, 204 L0,097 B1.0 Le L +11.6
Batatais 26.812 20,5k 2.1 27.9 +10.4

Colomb ik 5, Ly i 220 30,0 63.0 -1i.9

Guaira 21,001 47,147 073.06 iv.C +25.9
Javdinopolis 16,570 17,212 64.6 45.4 + 3.9

Pontal 13,434 13,777 53.4 46.6 + 3.2
Sertaozinhs 2 aal 31,225 13.7 26.3 +1&. 1
Riberao Preta 143,333 218,064 92.5 7.7 +51.9

Total (ex-

cluding

Miberao

Prete) 1,027 200,476 61 % 5.2 71

r o Cidede de Aranio, et. ai, Aspectns
i

Source:  R.L oy s
Eeonemicos Ja Apricultura nu Ruxiac de Riberirao Preto,

Ano Aorienila pann/ e Universidode de Sto Paule, KSALQO,
Pivacicaber, 5 100 Minicosiphed

As cian be oboerved oo Table W all o ohe e ipios studied
have lost poyulaiian on g relative basis i1 the natiendal anaual cate
ofF wrowth of X e e appa e Colombia has cver lost population
in absolute terws. Cuaira is the least atfected by the phenomenon of
foss of populaticn.  inoconbrast, it cen he ooserved that Riberao
Preto, the vesional capital, has prown ab an annual rate (5.19 percent)

higher than the wstional average. These data are indicative of






Table 15. Indicators of Scocial, Economic and Communications Conditions in Eight Municipios
of the State of Sao Paulec, Brazil, 1970.

Population Population Population Populaticn Population Population Number of
ser Medical per Nurse per ner per rrimarv rer Secondarv Universitvw
cdunicipio Soctor dlospital Pharmacv Schoolteacher Schoolteacher level

Zducational
Institutions

Alcinopolis 3698 3698 2u2 3098 191 Tl Yone
Barretos 21%6 2448 Le 3672 2L 25¢ 2

Savtatals 1849 1409 218 3659 170 22¢ 1

Cotombia done Mone¥® None 2113 201 384 Nene
Jardinopolis 3737 2369 210 5737 215 302 None
Pontal 3444 2295 212 3444 139 €10 None
Sercaczinho 2403 1358 240 2938 27L 50¢ None
Guarira RISRES 2262 79¢& 3878 219 484 None

*Includes practical nurses.
Source: Ministerio do Plane jamento e Coordenacao Geral Fundacao IBGE., ''Informacoes Basicas, 1370."
Urnpublished data.
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Table 15. (Continued)

Municipio

Industrial

Population

Number of

No. ©

4
<

No. of

Banks Cooperatives Plants ser Telephione Hotels "Agrononos Syndijcates
P P :
Emploving and and
Or more pens tons Veterinarians

Persons
Altinopolis 3 1 3 55 ! i 1
Barreros 14 5 35 31 15 iy i
RBatatais 7 3 23 40 o ; 2
Coionbia { J z 20113 g G Q
Jardinopelis 7 0 - 38 ) ¢ Y
Pontai 3 J 17 38 ] i 1
Sertarczinke 2 0 K] 128 H i 1
Cuarira & 3 -G 112 3 3 2




Table 1- Concinued)

Municipic Yo. of Ne. nf No. Ot Public
Newspapers Movie Pubiic Transportation
(dailv or Theatres iLibraries within the city

periodicaliy

Altinecpoiis Q i i Mo
Barreocs 5 4 - Yes
Batatais 1 2 < No
Colomotie : b 3 A,

Jardinonclis | 2 ¥ No
Pontal { 2 L No
Sertaczinre O 3 i No

w
e

-
=
L

=

Stariva
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The ma [or part of cach farm would be used in a productive
activiiy;
5. The tarms would be specialized in the major activity of the
area (municipio);
6. The sampling procedure would racilitate pre-contacts and
interviewing (Mever ¢t al,, 1971: 11-12; Wessel and Nelson,
1971).
Based on an init al random sample, 383 farmers {ulfitling the
above conditions were selected.
The questionnaires were admiadistered by university stadents trom
the Escola Superior de Agriculture Luiz de Queirce (ESALQ) under the
supervision ol tive professors frem The Ohio State University and

ESALQ.

The Sample for the Sociolougical Study

Three hundred and clever farmers from the cconemic stady sample
were reinterviewed tor the present yescarch,  One nunicipio,  Sales

de Oliveira, inclided in the cconomic study was excluded @rom the

socivlogical rescarch since onlvy eleven tarmers were ! sund in the {irst

round of interviewing. The vemainine ol farmers were a0l interviewed
tor Jhe following reasons:
', The latmers were not {ound at their homes usuadllv atter wwo
visits:
2. The tarwers had changed their residences te other ciries:

3. Retusal bev some farmers (about 10);
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4, Some farmers had sold their land and moved to other areas;
5. Some names of tarmers included in the economic study were
not available.

Special Purpose Sample.

[n the ccmomic study sample there was a suf {icient number ol
Ttalian and Brazilian background rarmers for purposcs of the present
statistical analysis., The number of Japanese and Sirio-Lebanesc
farmers was limited: fifteen and six vespectivelv. [t was thus
decided to increasce the number of Japancse and Sirio-Lebanese rarmers.
The total population or Sirio-Lebanese larmers owning 10 to 3,000
hectares in two municipios, Altinopolis and Jardinopclis, was obtaine!
from the Institute Brasileiro de Referma Agrarvia list of 19680, The
reason for the selection of cervtain municipios was the relative
concentration of the navionalit. backzroond rarmers in these nunicipios.
In addition, the total popalation ol Japanese farmers owning L0 to 3,000
hectarves in three nunicipios, Guaira, Colombia and Barrctos, was
obtained. Since these rarsers had not been included in the economic
studv, an abrvidecd and adapted form of the economic questionnaire
was administered in addition to the sociolesical questionnaire.  Thus,
the number of Japanese nationality backyround farmers was increased
to 54 and :he number of Sirio-Lebanese farmers was increased to la.
The tarmers to be included in the sample were chesen on the basis of
their names as indicators of their nationality backyround.  Because
o the aathor's tamiliarity with Arvabic nomes and Lhe striking
ditterence ol Japanese names, corrocs b omission were Timited., A

cross check was performed by asking a few farmers in cach othnic
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Croup and leaders o doricultural orjaniaations Lo List the names

i omembere of these nationality barskgrounds in the m

micipios.
Very few ndmes wete added as o result o1 this cross checking.

Among Che 311 re-interviewed farmers there were 12 farmers of
Portupaese nalionality backpyroand and tive of Spanisi origin.

Due to thorr boing so fow in number, these were not included in the
analesis ot the Jata.  This reduced the number o ro-interviewed
farmers 1o the sample to 294, With che addition of 49 Japanese and
Sirin-Lohanese farners incerviewed tor the first time, the Lotal
uiber cr jarmers facluded fn the present statistical analeses was
3475,

By nationalit breakdown the sample for the socioluzical
analvsis consisted o 1h2 Brazilian. 91 ltalian, 5% Japasese, and
1o Sirlo-Lebanese Tarmers.

ATl of the Brazilian aod Ttalian farmers had been previoasly
interviewed in the ceonomic study.  OF the 39 Tapanesce tormers, )
were included in the carlier ceconom e study, while sceven of the
lo Sivie-lebanese rarmers were ineluded in the =ame stud-

For the purpose of Che economic asalysic in cre present study,
enly fdarmers {rom the 1969/7/0) sample were studied. Gontroel for farm
type was found Le he necessary in the ceonomic analvsis.  Since the
lapanese tarmers were all amwal erop farmers, it was decided to

compare them with the Brazilian (43) and [talian annual crop farmers (13).

Ihe Beonomic Questionnaire.

The cconmmic questionaire was developed by a number of
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intervicwing and Codin, .

The 315 rresticmetire: condacted with previousty interviewed
Povme ts o wero completed between Novembar 19/1 and Feliraary 19720 The
additional special parpese sanple was interviewed between daly and
Seplember, 1972 The time lag between the two sets of interviews
wa o Lhns not cnonoh to create problems o variete of response due te Lime.
The interviewers woere supervised tChreughout the interviewing period.
The writer and one olther yraduate stedeot assisted at avout bhalf the
interviows

Upen completion and covrection o the questionnaires, eight
coders were hiveo and travined.  (ne had been an interviewer and two
hid previous codiae cxperience, v addition to the Lrili.n.iu,u, «ach
trainee coded throe guestionraires Jor practice.  These were corrected
and further inscructions were provided.  Each questiovnaire was coded
twice by ditierent coders. Their code sheets were then compared,

In casc ol Jdilierenoes, the coders referred back o the questionnaire
tor correction.  Attor punchine the computer cards, the compater
printout wias o heckod against oae »f the code sheets,  Forther
difrerences notween the twe were corrected on the cards and re-puncned,
A Lhird check on o vodiae aad punchiag was pertormed basced oo the
pervceatiase van, Whenever data o appeared that did aor erist o in the
codebook s they wers checked md re-punched.  Because of this ufdiu;;
and checking procedure, crrers in the data were kept Loeoa winimam,

HupoLheses

p-

the nresent study s explozatory in anature.  Threo ethole groups

are compared with resard to a larse aumber of ccopomic variables. An
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1. Individunl characteristics (e.p. education, occupat.ion  and
residence)

2, Family level characteristics (v.g. family »izce, number ot
dependuvnt s, children's and wives' education)

1. Attitudinal and knowled. e characteristics (e.p. attitudes
toward business relations wili relatives, superstition, and
work ethicy.

Both in the cconomic and sociological analyses 4 series of more

pecific hypotheser were tested ior each of the above hvpotﬁesus.

Dpfinition e Variables

The independiat variable vror the present study, cthnic backzround,

ig seneralles a 1luid term. It can be justifiably defined in a
varietvy of ways. Extensive information was collected on the
nalionality background vl the respondents, their wives, and the
parents and grandparents of tihe respondents and thelr wives. In
addition the ifamers were asked ahout their subjective cthnic
backgronnd identitication.

Father's covntry of birth was chosen as the clissiricatory
variable 'or taraer's cthnic back-round,  This choice i justiiied
el extensive othnie intermarricoe was indicated ov the data.

M the toxt reference is mads to the forr erhaic groas ds
"prazilian,' “ltalim’, Cdapancse,’ and "Sirio-Lobanese.”  These are
0l conrae ctassiticvatore terns which chorld not be confused with the
actual citizenship of the tarmevs.

The dependent variablos are tie ceonomice and sociological

variables discussed in the previous scction.  These variables are
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described in Chaptexr VI

MeLhods of Analysis

n the «conomic comparisons of the three othoic wroups analysis of
variance wias used to test tor significomee of ditlcrences belween means.
Whenever @ stgnitficant difterence wias indicated be the analvsis of
variance Schefie's Eﬂi&:ﬁﬂﬁ Les b was used bo test ter siznificance of
difterence buetween cach pair ot cthnic aroaps.  Thie neceptable level of
siunilicani e was established at (05 both tor the analysis o variance
and Schefte's past-hoc test.

The basic assumptions ov analwsis of variance are that the respondent.s
are sampled at random {rom normal prpulations with equal variances
and that the ditferent samples are tadependeat (Class and Stanley,

vivlatud. however,

~

19 ¢ 3405, Sowme of ihese assunpllons can
without aifecting sisniticantly che results or the test {Glass and
Stanley, 19 : 30&6-377; Kennedy, no date: 4.27,2.5%4 Yl), Scheffe's
pust-hoc test is applicable in the cases where N's for the various

~hoe tests LUois least

groups are unequal. Compared witn obther pos
responsive to violations ¢t underlving model assumpticns. Reqavdless
of the number of comparisons, Scherte's post-hot test maintains the
prohability of alpha ervor at the cstablished levei. The major disadvantage
of this procedure is its limited sensitivity vo the detection ot
differences amoon. pairs of means.

For the sociological comparison, analvsis ol variance and Schetfe's
post-hoc test were used whenever interval data for the four groups werce

compared.
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Whenever soctological data were nominal fo natice the chi-square
Lest was used. ior cases in which chi-square test o indicated sivnif feant
diflerences amon;  the tour groups, the chi~square post-hoc test tor
homozen ity Wwas used Lo test for significance of diyferences among vLthnic
aroups at cach level ot the iadependent varisble (Marasculio, IDNEN
173-392) . The LU Level of signilicance was used irorth for the vhi-square
and the chi-quare tost for homozeasity.

Null hepotheses were cejected whenever the probabilitv of the

Jdifferences covuring by chance were less than 3 perceal.



Chapter V1
RESULTS
The four crtonoic groups have been compared with regard to oo gumber

ot wconomic and wociodogical varigoles,

This chapter presents the

tindings from these comparisons.  Initial discussion concuerns geo.raphic

location(iy municipic), Lfarm size. and rarm tvpe of toe tour ethnic

zroups. In the sccoad part of the chapter the resalts ov the evonomic

comparisons are discuvsed.  The third section preseats tiee findings trom

the suciolezical comparison.  Finally, the relationship b tween the

B

ceconomic and sociclosical 1indings le discussed in tihe losr section o

Lhe chaptev.

Geographic location or Farms
{3 ——

Au analwsis of Table 15 demonstrites concentration o1 some cthnic

Jroups by municit o,

[talians were conceatrated in Jardinopelis, Pontal, and Sertaozinho.
The tatter two municipivs are suvgarcane nroducers.  The Japanese
farmors were mostly located in Guaira and Barretes.  Siric-Lebancse

bamers were lound in Altinopolis and Jardinopolis. lhe Brazilians

wate evealy distrivared in the cight municipios.

pa
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As it hos boen andicated o Chapter TIT, Iraliao fmaigrants scttled
the coflee crowine aveas adjoining Riberao Preto. The three
wheve they are concentrated are the sane arcias where

settbed.  Over a period of time throngh savings these

immipgrants bought land that was depreciated during the successive
cottee crises.

The Japanesec, s has been observed in the "Historical Background"
chapter, have veen and #till are ol high geopraphic mobility.,  Their
movement inte Cuaira ond Barretos has been recent. At aresent there

is the hegisning of a movement out of these punicipros toward Parana and
Gouias.
Farm size.

For the purpose of the present analysis land sizc was classicied

l

into three catepories ol operation:  “small' (4-12.5 alqueirest),

2.5-1,250 alqueires).

o0

"medium' (12.6 - ©2.4 alquires) and "large” (
Table ! indicates sionificant differences in distribation of the

four cthnic sroaps by land iz

There ware =ivnificantlyv more  Italian farmers owning smatl
size tarms than among any ol the other three ctheic groups,

One of the mwajor susar processing factory owners in Sertaoczinho,
where Italian larmecs ave heavily concentrated, indicated that small
size sugarcane growers were net elficient.  He furtner indicated that

the lactory owners are exerting strong pressuve on the small size

1 . . . g L QR eT e
An alqueire is equivalent to 2,47 hectares (V.98 acres).
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A tarm was classified into mixed crops i the farmer plantec
a mumber ot crops none of which carecded 50 perceent ot Ll are
cultivated,

The data indicate an almost cxclusive speciatization in annual
crops among Japanese farmers,  There were proportionately wmore Italian
farmers prowing perennial crops, especiallv suzarcane, than anv other
product. The Sirio-Lebanese were cqeally divided inte zrowers oi
perennial crops (only cetiee) and annual crops.  Proporticnately
more Brasilian farser. produced livestock and lTivestock and crops
than any otner product..  Similarl., propertionatcels wore Prazilians

than any ol the cther three groops vaised livestoor

Leonomic Analyses

This scerion will be concerned with the comparisan 1 the
ceonomic ae tivities of selected iarmers in Lhree ethnic cronps,
Brazilian. Ttairian, and Japanese. While the descriptive data
indicate that the inclusion of the Sicvio-Lebanese farmers would have
heern interesting, this was impossicle in view o1 the limited number
included in the evarlicr cconomjce atudy and the ensuing statistical
problemns on analvsis,

Control tor farm Lvpe was tound toenssary. Sime all of the
Japanese lavmers decived 20 pereent or mere of their farw lncome from
anouad crops, it was decided to Timit the analysis to apnual orap
tarmers io the threo orthnie oroaps Tlaeree were Ay Brazilvan, |1

Japanese and 13 fealian tarmers whe derived 50 percent o more ol
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Cheir incomes from aanual creps, Lo view al the Timited size of the
Cople, Ciudines should be caut fous b iaterpreted.,

This scction iv organized inte three main parts. it eron
compa risons (lat data) are amade among cthnic sroups.  Sceoead thiee s
ceonomic comprrisons are made por it oof land cultivited. por nafr ot
b et anit ol land ased (unit area datay. Finaelt.oo in
Lhe toird part, conelusions are drawn based upor et vl
’Hli.l[-.,u;(,h.v
Farm Data.

Thiy woctlie will b Coneerie ‘../_il.f;: Cong s ot e b
c:-Lhn,,i(; eronps ol the farvm Jevel, without controllin, for o e
varmed Comparis o are made on oo targe aumber o v riablos . The resulr .
e the analwnes ooe presented inod sunmdry form in Tabl. s Analisis
Covarcianee was nied inoabl or the tests.  Wheneve: an v lvsis o
snrianee indicited significant results at the L05 Jewel o sigaiticance
o leas, Schette's pust-hoc Lest win oed to determine rhe signiticance
o diterences of noans helween pairs of ethnic groups.  In oae compar Laon
analesis o1 variaace indlcates iynificant difrerences in weans oul

Schetie's post-

hoe test railed to diseriminate signiticanc, betwoeen W
ALOUps Dy 3 very narrow difrerence .02y, As indicated in Chapter V,
Sehefle's test iv considered as onc or the least gensitive post-hoe
tests The ditterence between the twe groups wias e refore consilered
significant.

Analvsis of variance tests were periorvmed on 2 farm level economic

variables to test for signiticant difterences ameis the three ethnic

. . . ) 1 . . o . -
proups. As indicated in Table !9, sipniricant ditferences were found

Lt






1
amon,y ethnic . roap weans on nine rariables at the 0% Jevel or
fess.  No signsticant ditterences woete found amon, ethnic group

means on the reraining 195 variables.

A few commente arce watranted about the nature of the distributions

suppested by the data in Table 1t

s lowest

e
o3

|, The rangens in observalticns (hivhest vitlue Le
value) weno Laraee;

2. The mee

e indicate that tne distributions are strongly
skowed toward upper values; it s d,fficull to assess
whoether the distributions are an daccurate refllzction of the
popalationns:

1. Small sizes of samples mas have caused the strongly vkewed

gature o1 the distributions;

4. These characteristics of the sample distribution resalced
iy very hioh standard deviations;
The combination of tihese factors led to the lack @ significance

of dilterences amouy means for the various ethnic groups in a number
ol cases.

A larger sample size or the exclusion oi sume ol the extremc
valucs conld have resulted in a hizher incidence ¢ sisnificant
ditferences among the means for the three cthnic groups under
study.

Cultivated land referred Lo total amount of land in hectares
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undet annual caltivation.  This jociaded ircigated and non-irrivated
crop land and improved pastarc, oo pastuce land replanted each
year. Land cperatad represented the soa i hectares o coltivated
land, natural pastare and other laod which was indivect!y related
to agricultural activitics foe.o. veidae, built wad torested areas.
Another operational ceriaition « aperatod fand denne s ol swned
and rented-in tand less land thot was rened-out . Land wred retrorred
Lo the ameount of land activels used o the rarm caterpriae. IU was
cquivalent to land operated minus other dand indivestis solated Lo
rarning (areas devoted to roads, buildings. and rerests,.

The mean amounts of land cultivated, operated asced, or reuated-
in were not significancle difieron aaer. Lhe three ethiaic aroups,

despite tavge mean ditterince an indicated in Tante

Productiocon Data

Do cwasuees of prodaction were uncd. Value of crop saler
representod the total oalue ot crops veld or g be souid Tron the
quantitv birvested dinwug the year o recovd,  Total crose output
represented the sun or crop cad Livestoek sales, amily privileses.
hired labor privilepes, changes ia fno value of [ilvestocn javentorwy,
value o1 abnormal loszes, valoe o reai pavaents in kiod less the
vielue ot livestock purcehases.

Theve was o sinificant dittrerence in nedns amouy cthnic uroups

in
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the value of crops. The average value ol crops for the Japanecse rarmers
wias 167, 713 cruzeiros while the average value ol crups lor the
Brasilian and ltalian rarmers were o Jon cruzuiros and 27,837 cruseiros
raspectively.  Schetic's post-hoc test indicated sipniticant dilferences
Al the L05 tevel between the main crop value on Brazilians and Japanese,
and Ttalians and Japanese.

Total gross output weans tor the three ethnic sroups showed
difierences of mirzinal sranificance (.D7). Schelre's post-hoc test

f [

was ot applied since rthe I value exceaded the .05 level of si,niticance.

Value ot Fixed Capital

Component poarts of the value of {ixed capital were scparately
tosted [rr siwniticance of difference in weans. (nlv the mean values of
Crucks wete sioniricantly difievent among the three wroups. The medan
value of rrucks owned v ldapanesce [armers was signiticartly larger than
the wean value o trocks owned by Brazilian and [talian tarmers,

Value of wecninical erquipaent, qon-mechanical equijpment, bui ldings
and livestock wore not s ivicant)y ditrerent tor Brazilian, I[talian
andd Japanese tarmers.  As indicated in Table 1Y the mean value of cach
o1 these components of fixed tarm capital (excepl tor value of livestock),
was considerably larser ror the Japanese farmer than that of the [talian
tarmers, and somewhat laryer than the Brazilian larmers, dalthough differences
were not statistically sicaifreant,

The total value or fixed farm capital was aotl significantly different
amony the three etimic wroups ot the 09 Jevel. It oshould be observed
bowever, that the mean total value ot Uixed capital of Japanese rarmers
wae 281,495 cruzeiros comparew to 173,522 cruzeiros ameng Brazilian

parmers and ol,9¥3c cruzeivos amony Ttalian rarmers.
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Farm expensces

Ouerall, there were signiticant Jditlerences in {arn capenditare .
amonz the three chois groaps.  dapaneac Yarmers spont significat Lo
wore than Brazilian awd Tealian faormers in total crop cxpences. This
was dlse true {os the compunenl parts o total crop cxpense, tertilizers
and other crop cvupeases,

Stmilarvly Japancse farmers spent significantly more than Brazilian
and Italian farmers in cotal wackinerv expenscs. Breaking down total
machinery expens:< into its component parts it was observed that thers
were no signiticant dirferences among Lhe three cethnic wVoaps In machinery
rental expenses. dowever, the Japanesce {a}murq spent sionificantiv more
Lhan theiv Brazilian and [talian connterparts in cash expenses on suach
items as ruel, lubricants, tires and other naintenance costs of nechancial
vquipment.

Hired labor expenses were not sisnivicantly difierent 2aong the
three cthrnic groups although, en the average, Japanesc farmmers spent
more than {ive times as nmucih for hired labor as Ttalien farmers.

Intervst expenses on loans were signiticantly hisaer among Japanesc
farmers Lhan cither Brazilians ov [talianse.

Similarly, land rental expenses were signiticantly hivher among
Japanese tarmers than among Brazilian tarmers.,

General arm expenses were not signficantly different among the

three et'nic groups,
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Fronomic_Analyses Per Unit of Land

In order o complencent the tarm leveld ceonomic anal vses, the three
cthnic proups were compared concerping their ceonomic performaiances per
unit of laad. linit or land was measured in threc wavs, cultiviated land,
operated land, and used land.

Most of rhe wvariables ou which the threce ethrnic groups were compared
were tested per unit of these three tvpes of land usc described io the
previous section.

Table 20 summarizes the results or the findings of his section.
Analysis of variance and Scheife's post-hoc test were used In comparing

the various wmeans of Lhe three ethnic proups.

Production Data

Value of crops per unit o Jand aperiated was Siguiticantly hiher
amony Japanese than Braziliaw rarcrs.  lapanesc farners had n nigher
vialue of crop per unit ol land opoiated than Italian farmers but this
dirrerm e was nel signiticant at che 05 level. While the mean value ol
crups per unit o1 Jand cultivared and Jand uscd was Figlov among
Japanese larmers these difterences were not siynificant.

Simidarly, gross oulpul per aail o tand cultiviited, operated, or

used did not indicate siznificant ditrerences betweon the threo croups.

Value o Fixed Capital

Value ot machinery per unit of land used, perated or cultivated
did not indicdte wipniticant diftercnces among the three groups. The
average value of machinery per unit of land tor Japanese farmers was about
twice as much as the value of machinery per unit of land among Italians or

Braziliaus.
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Similarly, value of trucks per unit of land used, cultivated, and
operated was not siynil icantly dilicrent among the three ethnic groups.
LU can be obscrved however that per unit of land operated, the value ot

Lrucks owned by ILtalidns was Lo oexeess of our times Lhe Brazilians'

and slightly more Lhan one and one half times the value of frucks owned

he Japancse.

A compiled meisure o the vialue o trucks «nd other wichinery did
not jndicate siganibcant dirterences danong Lhe three othnic groups.
Mean values o) non-mechanical equipment for each vy of land use
were significantle dirrercent among the threeo ethunic orvoups.  ftalians
farmers had, per anit or ali the three types of land, awa-wechanical

equipmeny worth signiticantlv mere fhan the Japanese farmers.

Value of huildines per unit o land was not giv,iricantly ditfrevent
i .

ameng Lhe three groaps.

Total value of Cixed capital pee anit of Land used, operated, or
sultivated was nol sisnificant amon, the theee cthnic wronps. [t is
three wcasures the Japanese

interestiong te note however. that be all

farmers had more fived capital per unit o1 land than the other two

Aroups .

Farm Expens:s
Hired labor expenses were similar among the Lhrec cthnic groups.
A combined measure of fertilirer and machinery expenses poy unit

of cultivated land indicated the existence of sitenificant diitterences

amony the three cthnic proups,
Japanese tarmers speat sipnilicantly wore than ltalian and
Fertilizer and machinery

Brazilian farmers on fertilizer and machinervy.

ewpenses were then used separatelv to test for ditferences between the








http:a;ill.No
http:wIlt'l.lh
http:C21"O1.rp



http:teTxp.ns



http:Braili.an



http:sutci.on
http:super.it
http:cuulpari.St










R
parmers wers o dsmidbteantly older than the Japanese, Brazilian and Sirio-

Lebniwe e arme rs

Baucatlion (Variahte 7.y

The Prazitian edacational sostem betore colleye is divided into three

codbelivisions Primaric is similar to the North Amcrican primare cobool but
consiats ot ol four vears of schooling. This is fellowed by an additionat

four vears of Moinanio " The Ve desio', comparabie to the US. sec ndare

ctocly provides the et foury vears o education. I omost o cities 1o

iucation 1= provided in the primaric, Sinasiv oaa Becunse 1 the

Pisited number ot school and classrooms most 0 these schools operate on two
oo three shifes Foaral schools are alse taced with sorie o stationg probibess,

Acceptanve date state and tederal andversities g Daser upon resatts

of a standard coamiast Ton, Students wihe bt the regisen wnade by d
Cotgr oenLer these aniversities at o very coduced cost, Adivrs o o
aniversities ate versy scelectiver the coilewe entrance eaniaclion ol ten

requires cne crotwo years of poreparation o ber bl scheot radaat o

The tour ¢thale sroups were compared with roegard to Ghedr ol
vdoeational leve ls. Bducational Jevel- were classilred as "o edeoation®
v Lo five vears . s to ten vears and 00 to Do Farmers who badoan
miversity fevel cducation were also grouped together.

Ax dindicated in Tahle 21,0 sigeiticane ditterences were tound In
vducational levet! by cthnic vacksroand,  Preporticanateiv, there woere
digmtiicantby Ttalian taracrs witle no cdicatiaon than Brasilians or Lirio-
Le-binese, Propertiomatedy, there woere sipniticant by more iz lian
farmers who completod siz to ten years of tormal cdoaabivn Than among
ftalian farmers.

In peneral rhese data indicate lower levels of tormal cducation
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rate among Lhe Farsers,  Japanesce barmers wore less mobile than anve of
the others.  However, Japanesce tarmers lived for a shorter period of
time at their present residence,  This wiay result o weaker attachment
of Japanesc farmers to traditional norms or clicat-patron coonomic anid

l

social relations. Patron-client relations charactorictjcallw develop
over a long period of time.  The patron wili exchanwe avers Lthirough
political or prestipge positions with his "elicents.” The Llatrer in
rewurn mav vole tor the patren or his chosen candidato, eiv §rom other
Pelients" or the patron , and accept the  patren's aoaaenaent (i
peneral) in social, political or cconomic mattors.  The possibilit.

that Japanese farucrs mav be less involved in such, behavior is

reinforced b the earlier discussion in this chapter indicating the

lower voter parlicipation rate among Japanese farmers.

Familv Size.

Two compeonents were considered when comparing family size amony
the four ethnic groups: number of children (Variable 13.) and number
ot dependents other than children (Variable lg.).

As indicated in Table & there were signilicant differences among
the four ethnic sroups concerning both variables,

Ltalian tarmers had a signiticantlv larger number of children than
Brazilian farmers.

Japanese rarmers had a significantly larger number ot dependents,

TA= supggested by Dr. Condido Procopio F. de Camargo in an interview with
Lthe author.
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other than children, than the Brazilian and [taliar farmers.

[t is not possible to draw conclusions concerning the difference in
pumber of children among, ethnic groups. The fact that Italian favmers
had a significantly larger number of children than Brazilians may be
due to the age difference between parents in each ethnic group. As
discussed carlicer, I[talian farmevs were found to be significantly older
than Brazilia: farmers.

The lareer nmeber of dependents amon,, Japdoesce farmers mav be due
to the "tormation' of familics by incorporating relatives to fallitl
the immigration regulations requiring the presence ot at least three

reonomically act ive. members in cach tamily.

Wives' Apes
Wives wers fonnd to be on the average four aud one hall years

coun,er than their husbands. This interval did not varey significantly among
cthnic groups,

Wives' Education (Variable 1i5)

As indicated o Table 22, there were significant differences in
cduciational leveb amony wives o the various ethnic groups. There were
proportiaately more wives ol Ltatian tarmers with no edocation than among
wives of Sirio-Lebanese farmers.  Among the wives who had 11 to 15 vears
ol schooling, there werc proportionatelr more $irio-Lebanese wives than
[talian or Japdnese. These facts retlect the relatively hizher educational
level of Sirio-Lebanese wives, and lower cducational level of Ttalian

wives,



124

Table 22. Educational levels oi wives of tarmers by clthnic groups,
Brazilian [talian Japanese  Sirio-Lebanesc Total
No education 15 25 0 0 49
(8.7)* (3%, 1) (11.3) (1)
1-5 vears 101 4§ 4(} t 195
(56.4) (56.5) (75.3) (oLt
6-10 vears 15 4 5 3 2/
(«.7) (4.9) (9.4) (20,00}
11-15 vears 35 2 2 ) 49
(20.2) (2.4) (3.2) {(4).10)
University
level 7 0 0 0 7
(4.0) (0) (0) (0)
173 82 53 15 323
(10C.0) (100.0) {(100.0) (100.9)

X2 = 63,99

*percentapes

p & .05



The nier edicational Jevel ot Sirio-Levanese wives way be related
to the urhan orieateifen o theiy families. Amony italian:, wives may
have lower cducationa] levels as v result of their participation at
aroearly g inoramity faebh o, la addition, [talian wives were older
than wives of the other ethaic groups.  Thercfore, their lower
cducational Tevel mav also be due Lo tess emphasis on education at the

time wiee: Liay dec to school or to the wmore limited availability ot

cducationyt cacitities at the time thov were ot school ae.,

Children's bducativnal bevels (Variables 16, through 22.)

Chilarer 1 e wvarious etioice ackground tamlies were grouped
frbo two w0 spae s groups, doel, v=n, 9-10,0 11-12, 13-14, 15-10,
/i=de o and w0 soees oldl Siee theore were few children of Sirvioe-
Lebanes: tarae o, they were not incladed in the analvsis. As indicated
in Table 21 0 voeeept pon tie ave sroup 17-1ks ) there were no siynificant
difterences (noaean nawher of yveass of formal ceducation amon,, the
three ¢thnic wroans, In the que 2voun 1/7-18) the mean vumber of years
of schooling ameny Japanesoe children was significantly hipher Lhan
anonyg ITtalian chivdren,  This reinforees the rindings in the review
ot the titeratare which indicared the hivgh emphasis placed on cducation

as oA oaeans o social mobitite among the Jopanese.

Propensity to hive Business petations With Relatives (Variable 23)

Farmers in Lhe tour proaps were compared with regard to their

preferences toward having - conomic relations with relatives and strangers.

A Likert-tvpe scale wis constructed measuring preterarce to deal with
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relatives in cconomic relations. The scale ineluded claht frems.  Answoers
to the questions were coded from cae to threc.  Kespouses Indicating
preference for stidaers over Yeiatives were coded as one, sadec ided or
neatral responses were classitiod as two. aad prefercace o o b Lives
was classiticd as three.  Cleaver's internal consiclencs test oo
periformed (Cleaver, 1908) . As a result, foar of Lhe ftews were seleeled
for inclusion in the scale. These ftems corresponded Lo tee i fowin
questions:

I. "Is it better to do business with relatives o witl, SUTAer s
2. "Is it true that the less vou deal with rolative: the rotter. '

3. "Are relations with relatives good as lo
Yoot

money matters?

desow iavolve

4. "Do strangers pav their debts better than relatives: "

An analvsis of variance was performed to test jor sioniticiance o
differences in mean scale scores anong the rour groups.  As Dndi-ated in
Table 6, there were signiticant dittercaces in medn score. on Lk scaie
by ethnic group. Brazilians had si.nificautly hizhe: meaa seore. Lhan
the [talians or Sirio-Lebancse.

These data indicate that Brazilians have a higher propensicyv to deal
with relatives in cconomic relaticns, These ditterences mav be due Lo
the fact that the other three groups bheing immigrants have few¢r relatives
with whom they can possibly have coonomic relaticons.  The results mav
also reflect a cultural difterences asong the tour othnic groups in
choice or partuers in cconomic relations.

Work Ethic

A series of questions was asked Lo weasure farmers' attitudes toward
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"D von Lhink success in agviculture is more a matter ot lock o

hard work? (Variable 9.

o ovou catablish for o vanrseld o dicficult o olane et oy na e nnoew

chew?'" (Voarabie 305

"Noocan v ten do things just o prove Lo oygouarselt o thoal o con G oda

thew " ~Variable 310

Thore were e significant diftferences In o sponses drvitg elbaic
proups withh resard to the {irst, shicd, tourth, nd tiior goest oo,

Signi:icant di:rferences were tound amonyg elhinic croups o response to i

secoml guesticn.  Proportionately rore Brazilians than Ttalians disa .o

that even it ounce works hard he canant chan.e Lis sitnaticn throush ooood
Thic ditfercace mav be due to the lowe s cdocational dTevei or G
older ages o1 the [talian farmers. Other variables which wiv atrect
these dilterences are land ownership and tvpe o farm e<plortation.
As indicated carlier in this cnapter, there were more sma!l stze fars
owners among ILtaiiosns than amon. the other ethnle vcroups.  In addition,
[talian farmers were round to spoecialize in socarcane production.
Sugarcane prices. more than other azviculturai products, are snbicot
to changes which are ot ol e tatmer s control.  Throush unstrelured
conversalions Witi rarmers a =!'ron. teeling or alienation from ana
hostility toward tactory owners conld be discerned damong the sugaraian
prowers. ' ocwenerc D, these farmers ettt that the o hod were FTice te
control aver prices, mode o) pawment For prodocts aad the granting ol
quotas for the area Lo be planted. A number of respondents indicated

that their economic situations were heavile dependeat upon the sugdad

d
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processing facrory owners and the Sugar and Alcohol Institute.  Such
feetings, in oddition to age and ceducational Tevel, mav have ciflccted

the teeling of Lelplessness amony [talian larmers.

Knowledpe about Fertilizers

In the scotion concerning the results of the economic variables it
wiis poand that Japancse carmers spent significantly wore than rthe three
other sronps on tertilizers,

A

A series of five questions was asked of the larger sample of
varmers with vesard o the iy knowledze about fertilizers. Two of Liesu
questions did not show ane powes of discerimination within ane o the
Pour rroups The other wwo questions were wore speeibic cad were
theretore testod Yor signiticance of differences 0 responsces anod, 1§ he
Poar ethole aroeps,

There were ao significant differences auony the foar cthnic Lroups
in their levei of knowledue to the followiag question  "What do the
qambers on the Terti Tizer bayp jodicace?"  (Variable 32.)

Twenty to 34 percent of the tfarmers did not know what the numbers
indicated,

[a order o ascertain the turther knowledye of the farmers about
fertilizer they were asked about the weaning ot 3" inoa 3-15-15 series
ot dingredicent dndices onoa Jertilizer by (Variable 3%,

Signiticant ditlorences were found among, cthnic groups with regard
tovresponses te this question (indicated in Table 23y, o significantly
larger proportion of Japanese Lhan Brazilian and [talian rarmers knew
the maaning of the "3 In turn, a significantly larger proportion ot

Brazilians than Ttalians fmew the meaning of the "3,"
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Japanese farmers had significantly more specific informalion about
fertilizers. As previously shown, the Japancse also spent significantly
more than other croups on fertilizers per unit of land.  These
results suppest significant levels of association between knowled;e and
usc of fertilizers,

Lt is necessary to interpret the possible interaciions between
some sociolovical and ceonomic results. Italian iarmers were foond to
be older thaa Brazilians, Japancse, and Sirio-Le banese. Japane -
i1rmers speat sigeiticantly more than Ltalians and Brazilians on
tertilizers amd interest expenses.  Japanese favmers knew more precisely
infomation about fertilizers. Brazilian and Japanese tarmers were
proportionatels ore inclined toward covperation.  significantly higher
proporticas o fapanesce Jarmers used banks wheoa borrowins thau amony
[talians or bBraczilians,

Ltalian racwers being older may have alreadyv iormed 0 Liven level
of capital accumulation. Japanese tammers mav be in the process of
capital formation and thervefore mayv require highor interest cxpenses
for tixed vam capital. While total valuce of iixed apital (per tarm
or per unit oi land) was not signiticantly difterent amony cthnic
wroups, Japanesce tamers had hiher values of 1ized capital,

An alternative explanation ror the higher interest oxpenses
anony, Japancese tarmers mav be due to their higher fertilizer cexpenses.
However, thi: possibility is not very likely since intercst on variable
costs such as tertilizers is almost nun-existant in Brazit.

Another alternative is that [talian and Brazilian @ vuers, using
bank credit less than Japanese farmers may not have reported interest

espenses paid 1o private souarces.
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A final possible alternative is that Ltalian and Brazilian farmers
may not borrow as meh as the Japanesc. That is, that the willingness
te incur debt varies bv ethnic groups. [f this is the casce QL is
possible to distinguish between two types of farmers: one Lype that
uses institutional sources of credit tor capital accumulation and anothet
that uses private sources ol their own sources for reinvestment in
agriculture. Japanesc rarmers would be in the first type while Italians
and Brazilians would be representative ol the sccond tvpe. Unfortunately
the attitude of various lfarmers Lowaras alternative methods of
Cinanc fng was not examined in this study. Data werc alsu not collecvted
that would allow an accurite Comparison of the extent to which equitv,
commercial credit and private credit werc utilezed in financing the
businesses ol e didferent ethoic groups. These would be fruitful
arcas lor jurther examination.

Overali, results of the cconomic and sociological tests justily
farther rescarci studving statistically the correlation between
cconomic and scciological variables by ethnic group or controlling [or

cthnic background.
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Limiting the analysis to annual crop farmers, twoomd jor Cindings
were the highly sianiricant ditferences among ethnic groups in tertilizer
and interest expenses per unit ol land. Japanese larmers were found Lo
spend sinificantly more than the Brazitians and the [talians on these
itoms. Concomittantly, difterences were found in crop value per unit ol
land operated at i marginal level of siznidicance (.U, suggesting
higher crop values per anit of land amon. Japanesc Ldimels. However,
returns pur unit ot labor were nol sizsniticant.

The sociological comparisons indicated highly signiticant difterencer
amony ethnic groups in individual and ramilv chardcteristics. In addition,
farmers in the tour ethnic groups were significantly different in their
attitudes toward cconomic relations with relatives, attitudes roward
work, and knowledge about fertilizers. Wich regard to the latter aspect,
Japanese farmers knew more about tertilizers than anv uthur sToup al 4
very highle signiticant level. Lnterpreting this ract in the “ontuext of
the previous counomic analysis of fertilizer usc, a signidicant correlation

between knowledae and use of fertilizers might be postualted.

Limitations ol the Study

The present study had come methodological Limitations.
[n Lhe cconomic analyses 1L was necessary Lo control for farm tvpe
in order to use comparable datic. Mhis reduced the sample size and

the number ot ethnic ;roups The smaller sample size and unequal
variance in tarn reduced the discriminatory power aof the analysis of

vatiance Ltests. Whille not iceable diftferences o omeans could hie oboerved

in oa number ol Lests, the anilvses ol variance did not indicale
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significant differences at the .05 level, 1In view of their small number,
the Sirio-Lebancse farmers could nol be included in the economic analyses.

Another mcthodological problem in the economic analvses was the
static naturc of the data. Comparisons ou production, [ixed capital and
expenses were made for a given year. The atmospheric conditions
influencing farming in the area probablev had an cifect on total yross
output and crop value. Since returns from the use of fervilizers depend
on such factors as timinyg and amount of rainfatl, diiferences in total
gross output and crop value may have been affected.  Average production
data, over a period of three to Live vears, might have aveided this
limitation.

Concerning both the economic and sociological analvses a me thod-
ological limitaticn may have resulted it the various vthnic groups under-
stood and therefore vesponded ditferently to the questions.

Interviewing for the sociological research took place about one vear
after the cconomic survey. This time lapse mayv have led to some extent

to "maturation' diifcrences in response. However, since the data
collected on cach occasion were ol different natures, this limitation is
of minor importance.

A Final general limitation of the study lies in its explouratory
mature. A larpe number of independent variables were used. Correlational

analyses between independent variables controlling tor ethnic background

and with larger samples would probably lead to some interesting results,

Theoretical Implications

Three major theoretical schools of thoupht were reviewed in Chapter

II: social psychological approach, human ecology, and conflict theory.
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These theoretical frameworks suggested possible differences in areas o
ceonomic and sociological bebavior amony cthnic groups, and propose
reasons Tor these Jditferences.  They were not ol a4 nature to jenerato
specific deductive hypotheses.

The empirical analyses provided evidence to the expected socio-
cconomic dirfercnces among cethnic groups. Despite the limitations ol Liw
data, =iyniticant ceonomic differvences were tound amonyg ethnic zroups.
Similarly, a number ot signitficant sociological dilfferences were observed
amony ethnic groups.  Furthermore, concomittant dil ferences among ethnic
groups in sociological variables, whenever related cconomic variables,
were tound to be significant. For instance, signiticant dilferences
wore found Lo be siwnificant., Vor instance, sipnificant Jdifferences were
found in fertilizer and interest cxpenses amony ethnic wroups. Concommi-
tantly, signiticant differences wvere fonnd amony ethuie groups in their
responses to questions related to cach of these variable, knowledyge about
fertitizers and propensitv to borrow from banks. Therefore, the capirical
evidence suuuests, in addition to econowic and sociological diftercnces
amony cthnic oroups, a possible vorrelation between economic and socio-
logical behavior., However, the empirical toests did not provide any
indication about the mechanismws throupgh wihich such differences occur.

The cmpivical tests also sugaest suppott for further investigation
of more speciific aspects of the theorcetical frameworks. For instance,
mechanization could be assumed as an indicator ot a conflict situation in
which one group attempts to avoid hired labor {rom another group. It can
be then hvpothesized that the group with the significantly higher level of

wechanization is in contlict with the others.
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Policy Implications

Sume of the findings of the present rescarch miay have policy
implications of relevance (or agricultural development in the State
of Sao Paulo and Brizil,

Specialization by farm Lype wué found among the tour ethnic
Broups.,

In agricultural extension work it is necessarv to understand Lho
cultural background of the Tarmers. Extension peersonne] working in an
area with a heavy concentration or an ethnic sroup should theretore,
understand its caltural svsten.  TL wav therelore he nercssars Lo
tamiliarize extension personnel with the sub-cultural characteristics of
various ethnic groups living in their reczraphical area.  For instance,
it would be recommended for extension personnel working in the
municipios of Pontal and Sertavzinho te know the cultural backsround of
Ftalian farmers.

At the national level,agricultural pelicies directed at the
requlation of amounts of crops to he produced, price policies, nd
marketing policies, mav affect certain ethnic groups more or less
favorably than others.  For instance, regulations on meal prices at
the naticnal Jevel will atfect Japancse farmers very slishtly and
indirectly. However, sach a policy will aifect Brazilian tarmoers
directly. Similarly, price policies and quota allocations ol
sugarcane will atfect Ttalian tarmers more directly than either the
Sirio-Lebancse or Japanese larmers.  Lack o awarceness of such offects
on the part o policy tormulating agencies could, in the lon. run,

result intentionally or inadvertently in ecunomic discrimination
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and economic aspects ol fevtiliver use.

Further coonomic investigation L8 nece-sary in order o draw
conclusions about the sipgniileantly high interest cxpensces o
Japanese tarmers.  The jmplicaticoas of bigher interest expensces mav be
more rapid rate of capital formation in terms orf fixed coapital,
Another possible jnplication is bhicher expenditures o coperating
capital. This possitilite is less likely since verev low interest
rates are appliod o Srazil for such cperating wapenses as vertildizers,
[L is recommended the velationship o0 interest pvpenses to rate ol
tixed capital accurnmlation he examined.  Such a study could tead to
signiiicant conclusivns about the rate of cconomic srowth of the
various ethnic groups.

In cases where the soverament sceks to introduce new crops it mav
be helpful to introduce them through a given ethnic group specializing
in related tvpes ¢f crops,  Success in the introduction of a4 new
crop depends largels on the results during the {irst tew vears,
Introduction throush an ethnic sroup specialized in similar crops

would improve the chances ot suaceess o1 the new crop.

A Final Hote

fhis studv provided empirical evidence to the theoretical
Frameworks sugyesCing cconomic and sociological ditferences amcn,,
ethnic wroups. More specitic topics of investigation within the
geneval area ol ethnice studies i Brazil are likelv to lead to the more
specitic formulation of cconomic and soviolonical behavioral divterences

among ethnic groups.
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A better nnderstanding of ditrerent and common characteristicn

amony c¢thnic wroups could lead Lo appropriate policies at Lhe

national level in reilntorcing na tional solidarity.
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