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CHAPTER I

THE RESEARCH OF DITFFUSION OF INNOVATION

Review of Literature

The research into diffusion of innovation and the
subseauent model is the result of rural sociolopical
studies in the United States and Western Europe
(Lionberger, 1960; Rogers, 19c). 1n spite of the vol-
ume of over a thousand empiricasl results of{ rescarch on
the diffusion of innovations (Rogers, 1970) therc
remains a need for a more rigorous thecreticsl worth.

Valkonen (1970: 162-166) points out the rollowing
major shortcomings of the exisiing rescarch:

1. lore attention is paid bte correrstion analysis
than finding the causal nature of “he theory which
brought the observed correlations and which i theorct-
ically more important.

2. The variables studied are often conceptually
and causally intercorrelated and hence the results lack
much infermevive value,

. The study of only snepment: of w socinl gystem

makes 1t difticult to combine the results ot diffusion
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Fig. l.--Location of the four municipios
in Southern Brazil
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4, 1 consider myseli to taxe more risks than the

averase owner-operator

O = disagree
1l = no anzwer or uvndecided
2 - arrec

5. It is better Yor a farmer to have the least number

of loans nossible

i =~ apFree
1 = no ansver or undecided
2 = disarree

6. Tt is more convenient for the rural entrepreneur to
borrow now than before
O = has no opinion

1 = has opinion
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