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Bin dg.n to peanuts Is a problem tho t xxx*'of the area where pemes are 
g . Farers is Virginia have relorted blackbird losses as high as $f per acre, with 
lossse hlgest w thes crep Is left to the fiaid to dry either Imwindrows or stacks 
(ccei 1%0). 

We&hov. bogo investigating the blac br -pvamou$ pebies In su 9mtral kalo,N 
sla s l9 Is a 0 gar and les, east of LAOe?.-squs-ile area of Johston,aslIAtoka, Bryan Com 
T .. Peu fields In this areoars smell (average acres) and are often bordered or 
surronded by okwods. Willows and cattails, groing Is the silt deposits of strewm 
Imlets to Lake Toe, haw (*rod excelest roosting habitat for as man as 4 million 
blackbirds dringtz-- ir0 1-r peak of migration. 

'Three blackbird species are sInvlvd In the damage to Peanus. Como grackle$.
(91sjalus uiscula) igrate Into tbe Lak. r.on area is the greatest numbers (as eas as
3.5 million root there Is early November) ad caus,; not of the serious dare". Locally
raised 	and migrant bwoo I-headed irds (ftlotbrusJiter) "~ present Is the area 3m October 

ea digging of the pent crp begias. bimsiboclackbirdsmid 
Poe relatively few Is s r. Large m s of migratory rdmgs arr- eateare 

In oir, but this', Is usually after the peanut harvest Is com-leted. Both 0 s and 
redwlmgs camse soteworthy damage only when vlsirmed peanuts arm- left to dry for abnorml 
periods because of repeated rainfall. 

is addition to blackbird species Need feeding In peanu fields, aaolarks (Sturrella 
M ). blue jays (Cyamoitt critt), and crows (Corvis bohrymcos are also respoo­

ilifor soonl mrij7 iVF m e9 guls TEaa p!j~pIxca kv beum observed Is 
peanut fields. and w analysis of food Costesits in their stonachs has sow that thoy alSO 
eat peanuts. 

DMWS TO PEAMMl 

In 199 28,000 acres of peants were planted I* the three counties Is our study' area. 
is these cuteS, the average yield Per acre U&s 13168 Pounds of peaM, S (O0k aft State 
Board of Agriculture 1970). Tbis represents a value of approximately $120 per acre. 
Marwsting ursually begiss In early October an is nearly comleted by sid-ftomer. 

3m order to assess the losses caused by blackirds, 30 ramdoel selected fieds Within 
the I.00square-oile, stud ame were suveyed for bird losses. The jfuvy rm isted of 
couting both the nmber of poda opened by birds aed the numer of. :egs where pods had be 
remved by birds Ineach of four randomly selected plots per field. Each plot consisted 
Of &L'Ofoot-Ioeg section Of a peamut windrow. In' 196. fields in the study' ame lost en 
avfrage ofF $1.47 Per acre. In October, damae averaged only $0.02per acre and was caused 
by comirds, redigs. meadowlarks, and crows. Whom gracktles arrived in Pob~er, the 
average loss Increaed sharply to 52.38 per acre. lb. potential ford4mage by gracklesF 
was observed In aoe umpotected fieold where 300 pounds~of peants per acre were lost Em 
1/2 day to a' flock of 100.000 grackles. is 1970, although blqr msnberswere similar. 
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upa~u 37t of the cotns As Vith r"16100, Word seeds compisd Out of the I Itg 
rd food iW Ant panuts fond In * were probably from harvestedi I 

wr y oms of peus wre aailable a d tq birds of fed. 

IAMIIG AM O1M AMIM 

Siame 139. 6.011 biac~bIds 610grac~Les, 2,620 comirds, and 1,271 redwlep) 
v end i the study area I effort to sgreie their breediag ad wst erig 

areas. Colored plastic streamrs of the type used by Guris. (19M5 uwe. attached to thme 
boods of mst of thes. birds to Increase their recvry rate. 

ftst banded grackies hae bern recwweed Is wserm Kasas adwsters Plbrask durng, 
- ~the breedig sas, an In "stoe Texas darng sidumiaer, The mst morherm rerd of 

fail. Imformtloe fro sighilm of coiorod streamers sad frwzroust comts Indicates 
tat thre Is a ridu of galysaU lIs the s mla .a Vip the dsgs perisod. w1 
suspect that cold weather frsts are at least partially resernisibie for this mamet 

Migrating floc s of c rds a..re gs pass hrom Ithe lak e area is I 
fall OR their wr to winter.I ts Is Texas. Band reweres hJe, sow that the cowr 

I I! [I.
 wieter Is sutheastern Texa~s. two fail-aded rediags have 
from northern Texas. just soth of the Oklbo peat study area. Three Olaina fall­
haded cowblrds hae been recovered Is the sping, two Is Kasas ad emIs ceetral 
Vim usIn. An Oklm fell-bae redwieg wos recovered Is soutbeuiksrm South DaLota in 
tIw spriag, ad one redwi, color-tagged I ontheaser Southlota is early Septeer. 
was cibserw" In the peeau stedy area Is mild-mooemer of the so Teat. 

l~oE~l T IIr4lI Wiater mcoveries, of uns tiIi i IJcm 

s empect to be able to further 4sf lee the breeding ad winerieg are-as of these 
Popuations as sigbtlags ad bhad returns accmlat. 
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