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ACTION 	MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR (LAC)
 

FROM: 	 LAC/DR, William A. Sigler
 

Problem: To approve the use of $86,950 in FY 78 under Project 598-0580
 
Remote 	Sensing through a PASA arrangement with the Inter-American
 
Geodetic Survey in order to finance a workshop in remote sensing.
 

Discussion: In our FY 1978 CP (p.326), we included an LAC Regional
 
Project for Remote Sensing (598-0580) to be funded from the Food and
 
Nutrition account. The purpose of the project is to transfer to our
 
country clientele the technological know-how for the use of remote
 
sensing imagery. One mechanism anticipated to accomplish that
 
objective is the holding of seminars and workshops.
 

During the past year, DS/OST and LAC/DR have been discussing with
 
the Inter-American Geodetic Survey (LAGS) of the Defense Mapping
 
Agency (DMA) the possibility of conducting a seminar in IAGS' facilities
 
in the Panama Canal Zone on remote sensing for approximately 50 manage
ment-level personnel from Latin America and the Caribbean. In June 1978,
 
the DS/OST, LAC/DR, and IAGS agreed to jointly sponsor such a seminar.
 
IAGS will contract with the Environmental Resources Institute of
 
Michigan to run the conference, including obtaining all speakers and
 
equipment and preparing the technical presentations.
 

DS/OST is making $110,000 available to LAGS for certain support costs
 
and the LAC Bureau is adding $86,950 to defray expenses for the
 
travel and per diem of Latin American GuestInstructors, a Latin American
 
Coordinator, and 50 participants plus honoraria for the Instructors and
 
Coordinator (the attached PIO/T provides a more detailed breakdown).
 

This seminar will be the first of three planned remote sensing initia
tives in the region. During FY 1979, we plan to provide the required
 
technical assistance to establish a Pan-American Remote Sensing
 
Commission. In FY 1980, assuming funds are available, the Commission,
 
through a proposed A.I.D. loan to the Andean Development Corporation,
 
will establish a Remote Sensing Center in one of the Andean Group
 
countries to service at least the South American countries.
 

Recommendation: That you sign the attached Project Authorization
 
permitting the transfer of $86,950 under a PASA with the Inter-

American Geodetic Survey (IAGS) of the Defense Mapping Agency to
 
support a remote sensing seminar in the Panama Canal Zone scheduled
 
for May 1979.
 

Attachments:
 
1. Project Authorization
 
2. 	PIO/T # 598-580-2-6587007 -


Remote Sensing (LAC Regional)
 



PROJECT AUTHORIZATION AND REQUEST FOR ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS
 

Name of Entity: Inter- Name of Project: Remote Sensing
 
American Geodetic Survey

(IAGS) of the Defense Number of Project: 598-0580
 
Mapping Agency (DMA)
 

Pursuant to Part I, Chapter 1, Section 103 of the Foreign
 

Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, I hereby authorize a
 

transfer of funds to the Inter-American Geodetic Survey (IAGS)
 

of the Defense Mapping Agency not to exceed $86,950 to help in
 

the financing of a Seminar on Remote Sensing to be held in the
 

facilities of IAGS in the Panama Canal Zone. 
The entire
 

amount of A.I.D. financing herein authorized for the project
 

will be obligated when the.Participating Agency Service
 

Agreement is executed.
 

Abelardo L. Valdez
 
Assistant Administrator for
 
Latin America and the Caribbean
 

Date '
 


