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Court employee working at the newly

furnished Court of Appeals.

CHALLENGES

Difficulty for judges, lawyers,
and witnesses to appear in
court due to movement and
access issues.

Overwhelming case backlogs
prevent speedy trials and
reduce public trust.

Lack of enforcement
mechanisms.

Unclear legal framework and
overlapping responsibilities
among justice sector
institutions.
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Program Overview

The Palestinian Justice Enhancement Program (PJEP) strengthens public
confidence and respect for justice sector institutions and the rule of law in the
West Bank and Gaza. The program directly addresses the priorities and
objectives outlined in the Palestinian Authority’s justice sector strategy.
Specifically, the program will improve the performance of justice sector
institutions and actors, and will increase public knowledge of the law and the
justice sector.

Goals

> Enhance accessibility and efficiency of targeted justice sector institutions.
> Strengthen capacity and credibility of justice sector professionals.

> Broaden public awareness and increased civic engagement on rule of law
issues.

Activities

PJEP builds capacity among targeted justice sector actors and institutions
through direct support of their priorities and objectives. The program provides
technical assistance to the High Judicial Council (HJC), Ministry of Justice (MOJ),
Palestinian Judicial Institute (PJI), Palestinian civil society organizations, legal
professionals, and law schools. In the short-term PJEP focuses on enhancing
the efficiency, fairness, and responsiveness of the justice system, and on
building the basis for more capable and credible institutions in the long-term.

The first of three main components enhance the public services of the HIC and
MOJ. A primary priority under this component is to contribute to quick and
visible improvements in the court processes and services. PJEP will work to
upgrade the capacities of the HIC and strengthen targeted functions within the
MOJ. These activities will enable the judiciary to become more responsive to
the public and to improve court user satisfaction with the fairness, accessibility,
and efficiency of court processes and services.

The second component builds the legal skills among judges, lawyers and court
staff, and enhance the capacity of the Palestinian Judicial Institute (PJI) and
targeted law schools. To accomplish this, PJEP will assist the PJI to develop and
deliver trainings for judges, court staff, and other justice sector actors to
strengthen the capacity of justice sector professionals. In addition, the project
will strengthen the capacity of a number of law schools throughout the West
Bank. PJEP will work with the PJI staff to develop a reliable and sustainable
method for reviewing the PJI’s curricula.

The third and final component is to broaden public awareness of rule of law
and engagement with justice sector institutions. PJEP will provide small grants
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and technical assistance to civil society organizations to build public awareness
on legal rights and responsibilities and the functioning of the justice system, as
well as to increase public engagement with the justice system and the rule of
law in general.

The flexible design of the program allows it to immediately respond to future
partnership opportunities with the MOJ and HJC for further reform.

Successes

» Facilitated a number of coordination meetings among the leaders of the
justice sector as part of an initiative to draft a Memorandum of
Understanding between the High Judicial Council, the Ministry of Justice,

President’s Representative host the and the Attorney General’s Office which identified roles and

opening ceremony of the Fourth responsibilities of each institution in accordance with the PA President’s

Annual Judicial Conference. directives.

The Chief Justice and the Palestinian

» Supported the High Judicial Council to host the Fourth Annual Judicial
Conference in Bethlehem.

» Refurnished the Court of Appeals.

» Brought together the MOJ, HIC, PJI and civil society organizations to
discuss challenges facing the legal system in the West Bank and Gaza.

» Helped the MO revitalize the Joint Legal Committee (JLC). The JLCis a
forum for discussing of practical legal issues concerning both Israel and the

Palestinian Authority.

» Worked with the HIC to develop its quarterly newsletter Qada’una (“Our
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Justice System”).

Project Details

Implementing partner: Chemonics; Life of Project: 09/10/2010-03/28/2014;
Total Estimated Cost: $14,994,749.
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