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Distribution of humanitarian
assistance in Gaza.

CHALLENGES

Public disillusioned by lack of
progress in peace negotiations.

Day-to-day logistical difficulties
and frustrations.

Lack of momentum
undermines support to
moderate leaders and peace
efforts.

Complicated and unstable
political context.

Limits on program
implementation imposed by
the separation barrier and
the blockade on Gaza
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Project Overview

Through community-focused grants, CEP aims to improve the quality of life for
Palestinians and to increase confidence in the Israeli/Palestinian peace process.
The program’s multi-disciplinary approach provides technical assistance and
in-kind, community-focused grants to local government institutions that offer
viable democratic alternatives to extremism. CEP also includes a flexible
programmatic tool that has been used to respond to urgent humanitarian
situations by providing both humanitarian relief and assistance and early
recovery support.

Goals

Increase confidence in the peace process through local improvements.

Strengthen key civil society institutions and democratic leadership.

>

>

> Improve quality of life in key areas.
> Respond to humanitarian crises.

>

Increase citizen support of government institutions.
Activities

CEP works directly with Palestinian Authority institutions, including ministries,
municipal councils and village councils, on grant initiatives that fund small-scale
reconstruction and rehabilitation projects for schools, sports facilities, and
recreational programs. Through technical assistance initiatives, the program
develops the capacity development with government entities, working directly with
the Ministry of Transportation, Ministry of Information, the Ministry of Youth and
Sport, and the Ministry of Justice.

CEP has worked with 31 government entities throughout the West Bank. The
program also works to build the service provision capacity of non-governmental
organizations and community based organizations throughout the West Bank and
Gaza. To date, CEP has worked with 48 non-governmental bodies throughout the
West Bank and Gaza through 86 grants.

Through support to locally driven community and seasonal events, CEP helps to re-
weave the social fabric of communities creating opportunities for local moderate
leaders to demonstrate the benefits of democratic reform. CEP implements grants
that are complementary to other USAID-funded projects and demonstrates
flexibility in responding to emergency situations.

The program provides humanitarian and recovery assistance to Gaza through grants
to international non-governmental organizations. Early recovery activities,
implemented through nine grants to seven international non-governmental
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organizations and valued at approximately $14,685,197 million, aim to support
Gazans who suffered the consequences of military interventions. This support
ranges from recreational activities and cash-for-work projects to small-scale
home renovations and winterization.

Successes

> Implemented 178 grants in 13 governorates in the West Bank and Gaza
valued at $52 million impacting the lives of Palestinians.

Girls playing a game of basketball at a » Purchased urgently needed food, medicines and plastic sheeting within 48
USAID-rehabilitated youth club in hours of the start of Operation Cast Lead in December 2008.
Jenin.

> Established a humanitarian pipeline that has provided approximately $40
million in assistance to the people of Gaza through five rounds of
humanitarian assistance consisting of 53 grants benefitting 1.3 million
individuals.

> Implemented nine Early Recovery grants implemented through
international NGOs which identified and created sustainable economic
opportunities for vulnerable households in Gaza.

» Improved community infrastructure, schools, youth club facilities, public
parks and roads in Jenin with a total value of $2.5 million. This assistance
explicitly targeted economic and social development opportunities in
response to improvements in the security conditions there.

CONTACT INFORMATION . o .
> Implemented capacity building projects throughout the West Bank through
20 long-term grants valued at $1.3 million with 10 institutional partners
across the West Bank. The grants focused on improving service provision
and building strategic vision for local authorities through the provision of

equipment, technical assistance, and expanded operational space.
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