Carraramarmotec Marble Exhibition
May 19" — 22" 2010

The Carraramarmotec exhibition is a smaller but very important faire held in Carrara, the
heart of the marble capital of Italy. The Carrara region is famous worldwide for its unique
and beautiful marble resources that had been quarried for over 500 years.

Based on the interest and the result of the second Afghanistan International Marble
Conference, ASMED decided to send Paul Lamoureux, STTA Stone Consultant, Sayed
Abid Akbary, Marble Coordinator, and Mohammad Kazim, Association specialist, to the
Carrara marble show for immediate follow up on opportunities that were presented at the
conference.

Marble Institute of America:

In addition to the show, the Marble Institute of America (MIA) was holding their annual
board of directors meeting in Carrara. Jim Hogan, the past president of MIA and attendee
to the both Afghanistan marble conferences, asked us to give a short presentation about
the current situation and development of the Afghanistan marble industry. This was an
international board of directors meeting with over 20 plus participants.

We were also able to facilitate a signing ceremony, in September, 2010 at the Verona
marble show between MIA and AMIA. This will be an important MOU as MIA is
considered one of the leading marble associations worldwide.

After the presentation at the MIA meeting, we were met by one of the board of directors,
who is also one of owners of the largest granite company in India. He asked if we could
collect granite samples from Afghanistan and send them to their company in India for
evaluation, and if any of the samples are interesting to them, they would consider
developing the quarry and creating a joint venture in Afghanistan.



Gaspari Menotti:

During the course of the four day exhibition we made appointments to visit as many of
the delegation that was present at the Afghan marble conference. One of our follow up
visits was with Dr. Stefano Simone from the Gaspari Menotti, equipment manufacture.
We were very encouraged by Dr. Stefano statements about how well the marble
conference in Afghanistan went and the potential for the industry to become a worldwide
marble supplier.

Over the next few days we had a number of meetings with Dr. Stefano which also
included the president of Gaspari Menotti, Mr. Ciro Gaspari. We also met with Adam
Doost, owner of Chesht Marble Processing Plant at the Gaspari factory for both a tour
and inspection of CMP’s equipment line which was being prepared for shipment to Herat.
We found that the factory was totally professional, top of the line, plus we were more
than satisfied with the support that ASMED gave in the form of a GDA to CMP for
purchasing the equipment from Gaspari Menotti.

Bettini & Porro:

We also had a meeting at Gaspari’s booth with Mr. Piero Bettini and Giacomo Porro who
have worked around the world for quarry analysis for dimension stones.

Adam Doost from CMP was also in attendance and after a lengthily discussion CMP
decided to hire Bettini & Porro for a site visit in Afghanistan at the ECM quarry which
will take place shortly. This is the type of program that is needed in Afghanistan after we
identify potentially high quality quarries.



Marini Quarries Group:

In conjunction with this meeting, we introduced Adam Doost to Carlo Zerlia, sales
director to the Marini Quarries Group, (Carlos Zerlia is also the newly elected president
of Confindusteria Marmomacchine, the Italian marble association) to inspect one of the
their core drilling machines. Once again Adam Doost, partner in ECM, made a wise
decision to purchase a core drilling machine to help Bettini and Porro do an in depth
analysis of ECM’s quarry.

This is the type of equipment that will be extremely valuable for quarry analysis. Our
recommendation is that this type of equipment is needed to go along with the ASTM
testing facilities and or part of a service offered by AMIA.

Barsanti Macchine:

Last year after the Verona Faire, Barsanti Macchine, one of the oldest and leading Italian
equipment manufactures took us to their plants and provide us with quarry site visits.
Roky Abdul,Canadian attendee to the Afghanistan marble conference had requested a
double line marble production operation from Barsanti Macchine to possibly be installed
in Herat industrial park. We met with Mr. Valentino and Luca Mordenti from Barsanti
Macchine to explained and show photos of the type and size of marble blocks that are
currently being quarried. This meeting was very valuable in order to make necessary
changes to accommodate the type of material needed to be processed. Barsanti also
offered to introduce us to another company similar to Bettini & Porro but unfortunately
we were not able to arrange the meeting at this time. This should be followed up in the
future so that we can have a number of companies that are able to do in depth analysis of
quarries in Afghanistan.




Ministry of Mines from Nigeria:

One of the interesting booths that we found was the Ministry of Mines from Nigeria. We
stopped and had a discussion with them regarding how hard it is for an undeveloped
country breaking into the international marble industry. Some of the problems that
Nigerian Mining Ministry is the same that Afghanistan are currently facing. We do feel
that the presences of the Afghanistan’s Ministry of Mines at an international trade show
is a useful tool for promoting and developing the marble sector in a country like
Afghanistan. This also gives the opportunity for the potential buyer/investor to ask
questions about the mining laws/regulation and available resources.

Italian Marble Association:

We also requested an appointment with the Manrico Fiore, Vice President of
Conindustria Marmommacchine to work on the study tour and his opinion on the Afghan
marble conference and potential of the industry. As a result of the meeting, Manrico said
he was very impressed with the Afghan marble conference and the resources that
Afghanistan has to offer to the world markets. The Italian association has offered to host
up to 15 Afghan quarry/processor representatives from AMIA for a 7 to 10 day study tour
of the quarries, processing plants and equipment manufactures in Italy. They have offered
to cover at the accommodations, food, and in country transportation for the Afghan
delegation.

We feel this is an important step for developing the industry and establishing a continuing
relationship between the associations. Over the next few months ASMED should work
closely with AMIA to ensure that this trade mission is successful. We feel it’s important
for the ASMED’s marble team to be involved in the process of maximizing the benefits
that can be achieve from such an important trip and to continue working with the Italian
Embassy expediting the process. We also feel that there should be a partial contribution
made by the participants to ensure good faith on behalf of their company.



The ASMED’s marble team should also follow up on a possibility of having a small
booth for AMIA, provided by the Italian association, at the Verona marble show in
September, 2010. Due to the short period of the time before the exhibition, it is necessary
to start working with AMIA on the process of candidate selection, financing, visas, and
travel arrangements.

Watani Group:

The Watani Group’s representative Harry Cole was one of the attendees at the Afghan
marble conference in Herat. As a direct result of the conference, WG has purchased the
mining rights to two quarries. We met Harry at the Carrara show and introduced him to a
number of the Italian equipment manufactures and also introduced him to Flavio
Marabelli, the current president of the Italian marble association. We also introduced
WG to Adam Doost of CMP/ ECM and he offered his full support and experience in
helping the WG to developing their business. The WG is new to the industry and because
of the many obstacles involved in the industry; we recommend that the ASMED’s marble
team work closely with this group in order to help them achieve success in this important
industry.

Quarry site visits:

On Monday May 24™ we made arrangements to visit some local marble quarries in the
mountains of Carrara. We were especially interested in focusing on the underground
marble quarry, that we were told has been operating since 1890, and to explore the
possibly of using this type of mining extraction in Afghanistan. Of course this would
require analysis by quarry experts such as Bettine & Porro to determine if this would be
applicable for some marble quarries in Afghanistan. The reason behind this type of
extraction is that you reach the core or the center of the marble deposit that would
generally have the highest quality of marble. This can’t be used in all situations but when
it’s possible this could be the fastest and most efficient form of extraction.



We also visited a museum that was located outside the underground quarry along with a
carving shop. We were able to see how the Italians were able to cut high quality marble
block with equipment over a 100 years old.
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A lot of the time spent at the Carrara exhibition was talking to equipment manufactures
and producers to evaluate their equipment for the feasibility of using in Afghanistan.



Quarry site visit and equipment evaluation

We had arrange with Carlos from Marrini Group to do an on site visit to evaluate their
core/drilling machine in operation. We went to a quarry that has been in operation for 70
plus years on a very top of the mountain near Massa. The original purpose of the trip to
see the drilling machine in operation and not only were we lucky enough to see the
equipment, we were able to video it for some our future training workshops. Consultant
Paul Lamoureux feels that this will be a practical and ideal machine to be used in
Afghanistan for quarry testing and evaluation. This type equipment will help prevent an
unnecessary exploration of the quarries that might not be worth future extraction.
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At this particular quarry, we were also able to see another underground marble quarry. It
appears that even though its more costly to initially open an underground quarry that the
results are being able to get to the heart of the quarry and the best quality seems to off set
the initial cost. We were able to notice that the material insight the quarry was much
more compacted and less fractures and fewer faults.

Underground
quarry




Conclusion:

During the exhibition we were able to meet with a number of delegates that had attended
the Afghanistan marble conference in Herat. Every one of the delegates stated that they
felt the Afghanistan marble conference in Herat was a great success. The conference was
able to showcase the vast resources and the ability to work in Afghanistan. They also
stated that it was a complete opposite of what is shown on the nightly news about
Afghanistan.

They all expressed that in their opinions we should focus on finding more quarries and
different types of marble and granite samples.
Some of the delegates’ suggestions were:

Continue promoting Afghanistan marble recourse at international trade shows
Establish new relationships with other key marble associations
Focus on training in and out of the country
Explore new quarries
o Evaluate the quarries
o Coredrilling
o Sample collection
o0 Determine the quality and marketability of the samples

In addition, our recommendation is that ASMED works closely with AMIA to take the
advantage of the offer from the Italian association for organizing the study tour/show in
Verona, Italy in September, 2010.

Sayed Abid Akbary
Technical Assistance Coordinator, IESC/USAID/ASMED
Email: sayedabid akbary@dai.com

Paul Lamoureux
STTA Stone Consultant, IESC/USAID/ASMED
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