
Cornell University Ubrary 
HC 443.C2U6 

liiJiiiijlm 
3 1924 014 731 503 ...... " 

jharold
Rectangle



Mfi~fiUllfinnfii;lrn5·fumm~,mm?mm 
'"" Of' "" ~1 

THE ACTIVITIES OF THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT IN CAMBODIA 

United States Embassy .. . .. . .... . ...... .... ... .. .. . .... . ...... . . 1 

&,~'5~fifi~£j~~ro'l§~ffi~ .... _ .. _ .. .. ~ _____ . _______ . _____ . If 
International Cooperation Administration (American Aid Mission) .... 5 

, 
q 0 

rn~'~.Qf6S~Hn~S-£I~~5'm~ " _____ .- ... -__ -- . . .... -" ______ -.... 9";) 

United States Information Service (USIS) . . .. . ............... . .... 16 

L~~ti5.fi~£'~lli'Gemm ___ 00. ___ •• ' - • ____ -- ___ • _ • __ • __ " • _ • _ • • • \!!l~ 

Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG) .... .. ....... . . . . . . . .. 26 

~ ........ --- -........ ----- --......... ----- --

- • 
This modern building at 
10 rue Louis Finot in 
Phnom Penh, is head
quarters of the United 
States Embassy, USIS, 
and the American econ
omic mission in Cambo
dia. 



Th& Honorable Ro
bert Mills McClin
tock. United States 
Ambassador to Cam
bodia. 
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His Roya l Highness Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
former King of Cambodia, confers with 
U. S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles. 

Left to right: His Ma i esty King Su
ramarit, Mrs. McClintock, wife of the 

American Ambassador, Her Ma iesty 
Queen Kossaman and Princess Rasmi. 
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Ambassador Mc
Clintock and for
mer Cambodian 
Premier Len 9 
Ngeth sign mil
itary aid agree
ment, May 16, 
1955. 
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u. S. EMBASSY IN CAMBODIA 
The representation of the United States in 

Cambodia consists of the Embassy, the Economic 
Aid Mission, the Military Assistance Advisory 
Group and the United States Information Service. 
The officials and personnel of these U.S. Govern
ment agencies have been recruited with the ut
most care. There is no one in this official family 
who is not a sincere friend of Cambodia and who 
does not wish to see the wise policies of the Cam
bodian Government effectively applied, and to 
assist in their coming to successful fruition , as 
these diplomats, soldiers and technicians. 

The American Embassy in Phnom Penh and 
these associated other agencies function as a 
Country Team under the chairmanship of the 
Ambassador. Questions ranging from matters 
of delicate diplomatic policy to day-by-day prob
lems of meeting Cambodian requirements in re
spect to military and economic assistance or Cam
bodian desires for information from the outside 
world, are all dealt with by this Country Team 
and decided upon in harmony with officials of 
the Cambodian Government. 

The Americans who officially selove here feel 
it an honor to be posted in Phnom Penh and the 
following account of their manifwd activities in
dicates in full measure the degree of close co
operation between Cambodia and the United 
States which has been placed into effective prac
tice in the past year. 
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His Highness Sisowath Essaro, director of Mili
tary and Civil Cabinets of the Cambodia De
fense Ministry, is shown with Mr. MacMurtrie 
Godley, counselor of the United States Embassy 
in Cambodia. 
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Ambassador McClintock 
awards diploma to one of 
90 Cambodian teachers 
who took special course in 
English under USIS and ,the 
Economic Mission.To his right 
is Mr. Chhet Chhem, chief 
inspector of primary schools 
in Cambodia. 

The Venerable Dharmawara lec
tures on Buddhism to Americans 
in Cambodia at the residence of 
United States Ambassador Rob
ert McClintock. left. 



AMERICAN AID PROGRAM 
Some facts 

American Economic Aid to Cam
bodia began in. 1950. It was grant
ed to Cambodia as part of an over
all Aid Program to Indochina and 
was intended to keep alive its econ
omy during the war period and 
help its recovery from the after
effects of war and occupation. 
Since Cambodia has now obtained 
its complete independence, Amer
ican Aid has been more specifical
ly geared to bolster the economy 
of the new State, so that it might 
beco~e strong enough to maintain 
that sovereign independence so 
brilliantly won by King Norodom 
Sihanouk. 

Several types of aid have been 
provided to Cambodia: Direct 
grant of American equipment such 
as dredges, rice-husking mills, 
trucks, tractors, machinery, auto
mooiles, fertilizer, sanitary items, 
a printing plant, radio equipment, 
pharmaceuticals, insecticides, 
pumps and electric generators; 
technical assistance by American 
specialists in the fields of agricul
ture, education, health, ir.dustry 
and mming, public w.:Irks, mass 
communications and community 
development; a program of eco
nomic aid devoted to commercial 
imports, and allocated for the PUl"

chase of foreign goods. Cambodian 
importers pay for those goods in 
local currency, by depositing mon
ey called "counterpart" which is 
then used in defraying local ex
penses of the U.S. Aid Program. 

The over-all total of American 
Aid for Cambodia in 1956, exclu
sive of military equipment, will be 
in the neighborhood of 53 million 
dollars, or 1.855.000.000 riels. 

All Americans hope that inde
pendent Cambodia continues its 
way to an era of peace and pros
perity. 

On the following pages you will 
find illustrations of some of the 
projects undertaken by the Amer~ 
ican Aid Program in Cambodia. 



New bridge near Kratie 
which was built to replace 
the old bridge damaged 
during the war. It was offi
cially inaugurated at the be
ginning of 1955 . 
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Crushed stone for repair 
purposes has been placed 
along the road fro m 
Phnom Penh to Pochen
tong. Some parts of this 
road are being widened 
to facilitate the passage 
of heavy traffic to the 
airport. 



PUBLIC 
Roads, Bridges, Dredges 

The projects in this field include the 
construction of a highway from Phnom 
Penh to the new port now being built on 
the Gulf of Siam, the repair and construc
tion of bridges, road maintenance and the 
operation of four dredges at Phnom Penh, 
a Mekong River survey, the rehabilitation 
and enlargement of six airfields. the 
construction of a workshop and boat slip 
at Phnom Penh for the repair of Govern
ment equipment and the training of me
chanics. Four U.S. Government techni
cians and twenty local technicians will 
provide assistance in the projects. 
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Dredge "Chaddomuk" operating in Phnom Penh. 
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DREDGE BRINGS HEALTH TO A CAMBO
DIAN VILLAGE: the same village before and 
after swamp is filled in. 
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Chief of Samdach Sang 
Neayok Manak Mohani
kay Sect, Chuon Nath, 
blessing the d red 9 e 
"Chaddomuk" before it 
begins operations. 
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The Barai Occidental Irriga
tion Project at Siem Reap con
sists of reconstruction of por
tions of the Ancient Khmer Ir
rigation System and ,hew con
struction of a modern canal sys
tem. The irrigation water will 
be stored in an earth reservoir 
originally constructed by the 
Khmers over a thousand years 
ago. 
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Director of the American Mission, 
Mr. Walli~g,· discussing the project 
with engineers. 
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Water will be provided whenever it is needed. Two 
crops can be grown each year instead of one and t he 
yield of rice will be increased over 50%. 
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This section of the village is almost 
completed. The streets are wide and 
assure safety against fire. Ditches have 
been dug for drainage to keep the vil
lage clean and healthy. Many wells 
provide the village with pure water. 
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A SELF -HELP HOUSING PROGRAM 
Several fires broke out in 

Phnom Penh during the dry 
season of 1954-1955 and many 
people were left homeless. The 
city decided to give the victims 
of the fire a piece of land anti. 
the American Aid Mission of
fered part of the wood neces
sary for the construction of a 
model-village. The people were 
to furnish part of the wood 
themselves and assure the con
struction. That is why this 
project is called "self-help" 
housing. ' On the photo in the 
middle you see a Cambodian 
family starting construction of 
its new house. Soon it will be 
settled againl and in much bet
ter living conditions than be
fore the fire. 



SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE 
OF PREI-LEAP 

American Aid provided 
equipment for the school and 
grants scholarships to young 
people interested in agricul
ture. The courses last two 
years, after which the young 
men are sent to the various 
provinces of Cambodia where 
they teach farmers better 
agricultural methods. 
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Products 
grown fro m 
imported 
seed. 

AMERICAN AID FURNISHES 
RICE TO THE CAMBODIANS 

As a gesture of friendship 
and solidarity with the Cam
bodian people, the United 
States of America sent 10,000 
tons of rice to Cambodia in 
a year of bad crops and 2,500 
tons of paddy as seed for next 
year's crop. 
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UNION MAKES STRENGTH: 

American Aid contributed the buildings 
and the machinery for the creation of 
several cooperatives which permit farm
ers to pl:ovide themselves with processing 
and storage facilities. As members of a ~ 
cooperative tney learn how to work to-
gether, elect their own representatives and, \ 
discuss their common problems. Credit ~ -
at a low rate of interest permits mem- __ _ 
bel's to escape the grip of usurers. 
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THE COOPERATIVES 
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Many small villages in Cambodia 
have no access to medical care. 
For this reason American Aid has 
given 400 kits of medicine, band
ages, etc... ?rained first-aid as
~istants treat minor injuries and 
Illnesses. In addition the principal 
hospital in the country at Phnom 
Penh is being provided with beds, 
laboratory and hospital equip
ment. 
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Many posters have been provided 
for schools and public buildings 
in order to teach Cambodians how 
to keep healthy. 
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IMPROVING HEALTH OF CAMBODIA 

Many problems concerning Public Health have 
been tackled by American Aid in Cambodia. 
Among them are yaws, trachoma and malaria, 
which. strikes one-eighth of the population and 
is found in more than half the area of the coun
try. American Aid is fighting malaria with DDT 
with the help of the World Health Organization. 
A broad campaign is being planned for 1956 to 
penetrate all malaria areas. 
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Many wells have been dug in Cam
bodia to provide the inhabitants 
with dean water. 
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This beautiful building was con
structed and equipped as a joint 
effort of the Cambodian Govern
ment and American Aid. Trained 
physicians are one of the greatest 
health needs in Cambodia. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATION IN CAMBODIA 
Several projects have been worked out by 

the Division of Education of the American 
Aid Mission to help overcome the lack of 
teachers, develop basic education, distribute 
text-books and science equipment, furnish 
rural primary schools. Study tours abroad 
have been organized for Cambodian teachers 
and consultants from the United States are 
constantly visiting Cambodia. 
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STATEMENT BY THE 
PRESIDENT 

"The purpose oj the United 
States Information Agency shall 
be to submit evidence to peoples 
of other nations by means of 
communication techniques that 
the objectives and policies of the 
United States are in harmony 
with amd will advatnce their legi
timate aspirations for freedom., 
progress amd peace. .. " 

UNITED STATES INFORMATION 8ERVICE 
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INTRODUCTION 

To carry out the purpose broadly stated above 
bv Presidenl Eisenhower. the United States In· 
formation Service (USIS) in Cambodia carri ... 
out a varied program closely harmonized with 
the taste. and aspirations of the Cambodian 
people and its government. 

From main offices in Phnom Penh. USIS 
functions in Cambodia through press, publica· 
tione, radio, films, photo exhibits, English-teach
ing classes, and a cultural section that includes 
a library, student and teacher exchanges, and 
other cultural activities. 

Through its information facilities and by per· 
sonal contacts, USIS performs five broad tasks 
in Cambodia: 

(I) Public4' presents United States aims and 
policies as eluddated by leading US of
ficials and spokesmen j 

(2) Shows harmony between Cambodian and 
United States policies and lhose nf other 
free nations j 

(3) Makes available to the public a wide 
range of printed materials, films and 
photos on American life and culturej 

(4) Presents a true over-all picture of the 
United States, and its people, and, 

(6) Makes available to Cambodian Ministries 
of Information, Defense, and Education, 
and other officials and groups, materials 
and equipment for mass information me-. 
dia. US IS has also responded to Cambo
dian requests Cor documentary newsreels 
which are fllmed regularly by USIS in 
Cambodia. 

The following pages show USIS at work in 
Cambodia. The photos and text demonstrate 
how, through the media oC information, the 
United States, in cooperation with Cambodian 
authorities brings its message to the public. 



USIS offers frequent public showings of 
films in Cambodian, English and French on 
subjects of an educational, cultural and 
documentary Rature. 

Many USIS film showings are held in 
response to request from Cambodians and 
in addition, USIS equipment is loaned to 
individuals or groups with qualified pro
jectionists. 

I 
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An important aspect of USIS work in Cam
bodia is the' distribution of a wide variety of . in
teresting and attractively-illustrated publications. 
Among these are the American Bulletin, a 4-page 
vernacular newspaper containing articles and 
photos for Cambodian readers. 

Also of particular interest to Cambodian read
ers is FREE WORLD magazine, which features 
numerous articles on Cambodia, the United States 
and other subjects concerning the free nations 
of the world. Beautiful colored covers and pho
tos are an added feature of this publication which 
appears regularly in Cambodian, English, Viet
namese and Chinese. Each Cambodian issue in
cludes an average of four articles on Cambodia. 

World Photo Review, a photo page of world 
news events is also distributed regularly by USIS 
in Cambodian, English, Vietnamese and Chinese. 

These regular publications are often supple
mented by pamphlets and brochures. Recent 
USIS pamphlets include a series on peaceful uses 
of atomic energy, the Manila Pact, the United 
Nations and the story of how hundreds of thou
sands of Vietnamese fled from communism in the 
north to freedom in South Vietnam. 

As part of its press service, USIS distributes 
the French-English Bulletin. It contains articles 
and commentary on Cambodian, American, and 
international events. Special issues are produced 
on topics of usual importance, such as the Ma
nila Pact meeting last February; the Bandung 
meeting last April, and the 4-power summit meet
ing at Geneva last July. 

USIS also distributes press releases and photos 
to Cambodian and other local news channels on 
significant Cambodian-American events. When 
important American officials visit Cambodia, such 
as Secretary of State John Foster Dulles and 
Senators Dirksen, Clements, Mansfield, Ellender 
and Green, USIS provides background details 
and pictures to Cambodian newspaper~ and in
formation services. 
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LIB ARY 

Attractive USIS librarian 
smilingly poses with recent 
edition of FREE WORLD 
magazine which featured her 
picture on cover. 

The USIS library in Phnom Penh is maintained 
primarily to assist Cambodians in learning more 
about America, as an aid to increasE: mutual un
derstanding between the two nations. The library 
contains several thousand books, periodicals, 
magazines and newspapers, dealing in large part 
with the American way of life and thinking. 
Most of these may be borrowed free of charge 
for a period of several weeks. 

An average of 4,000 persons visit the USIS 
library each month. 

In addition to the books and other materials 
available for perusal or loan, copies of most 
USIS publications in Cambodian, English, Chi
nese and Vietnamese can be obtained at the 
library. . 
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USIS originates and regularly distributes photo 
exhibits on Cambodian, American and international 
topics. The exhibits are displayed at the United 
States Embassy, the USIS library and elsewhere in 
Phnom Penh. Twic€: weekly, exhibits are sent to other 
areas in Cambodia for dIsplay in provincial infor
mation halls. 

Cambodian artists at work preparing USIS posters. 

Recent typical exhib
its include ones on de
parture of Cambodia's 
representatives to the 8th · 
International Boy Scout 
Jamboree in Canada; an 
American movie com
pany filming the Royal 
dancers at Angkor Wat ; 
ceremony of transfer to 
Cambodia of the "Cha
domuk", a large dredge 
supplied by US econom
ic a id and now being 
used to improve Phnom 
Penh's harbor facilit ies; 
acceptance by the Royal 
Cambodian Army of a 
special air shipment of 
penic i ll i n from the 
American Military Mis
sion, and the United Na
tions Tenth Anniversary 
meeting. 

Attractive posters il
lustrating Cambodian
American events, Amer
ican holidays and inter
national events of par
t icular significance to 
Cambodia are also pI·a
duced and distributed in 
Cambodia by USIS. 
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ENGLISH TEACHING 
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In response to widespread requests from Cambo
dians who' want to learn English, the teaching of 
English has become an important part of the USIS 
program in Cambodia. 

In Phnom Penh, several hundred Cambodians rep-
I resenting a cross-section of the population are cur
rently studying English under American teachers 
using USIS materials. Classes meet regularly sev
eral times a week. 

Above, Mr. Martin Ackerman, Chief of USIS in 
Cambodia, conducts an English class for Buddhist 
monks at OnnaJum pagoda in Phnom Penh. 
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First large group of American tourisk Zer to visit Phnom Penh shown leaving plane. USIS worked close.t:.:lh 
Cambodian tourist office on details of visit. J . 
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EXCHANGE AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
Believing that the widest possible cultural inter

change between Cambodia and the United States is 
an important factor in maintaining and stimulating 
mutual understanding between the two countries, 
USIS co-operates fully with Cambodian officials 
and private citizens in the cultural field. 

In addition to maintaining a library to provide 
backgro\Hld about the United States and regular 
classes in English, USIS cultural activities includ;e 
sponsorship of lectures by notable Cambodian, 
American and foreign spokesmen. 

USIS also administers the State Department ex
change program in Cambodia under which qualified 
Cambodian students, teachers and specialists travel 
to the United States to become acquainted with the 
American way of life by being part of it. 

,;. This year, several Cambodian teachers have al-
. ~ ready left for the United States to study English-

...., , -co - .<::" "'" "¥J teaching techniques at American schools. Others 
$"u'QJ : ~1tCCMt:1HlCYTI'O~'lL.U1q:jYtt~"'9rc;susyrnf"'I:lI>"'Cne :::, '11 f 11 . 1 b d' . 
:u~8:mlSr!Jefllf,tans~~'nn1t~IIJl~ qcmr~i9T~f:)~;Yscill\J.:r.",. WI 0 ow m arger num ers urmg the commg 
, ... -,... , months. 
Miss So San and Mr. Nisay Bunna, two Cambodian 
teachers currently studying in the United States. 



VOICE OF AMERICA 

VOIC£ Of AMERICA IHAUGURA TES 
CAMBODIlH PROGRAM 

The first Voice of America (VOA) Radio 
prograrb in the Cambodian language was re
cently broadcast to the Cambodian people 
from Washington, DC. VOA consist of 15 
minutes of Cambodian broadcasts news and 
15 minutes of commentary and features. 

VOA broadcasts in Cambodian are heard 
daily from 6 :30 to 7 :00 a.m., Cambodian time 
on the following frequencies: 

25.45 and 19.57 meter and on 11.790 and 
15.350 kilocycles. 

Left to right are 
Ph a n Vanphut 
Hang. News broad
caster on V 0 A 
Cambodia; Nong 
Kimny. Ambassa
dor of Cambodia 
to the United 
States; Lamouth 
Kang; Miss Vantha 
Hem Reum; Do
nald Reilly. Chief 
of the new Cam
bodian Service; 
and Chhut Chhoeur. 
All participated in 
VOA Cambodia 
inaugural broad
cast. 
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Cambodian and American officers and his Royal Highness, the Prime Minister and former King 
Norodom Sihanouk (center) salute Cambodian flag during recent military review in Phnom Penh. 

The MiJitary Advisory Assistance Group, famil
iarly called MAAG, is not an institution unique to 
Cambodia. The United States has negotiated with 
35 other sovereign powers Mutual Defense Assist
ance agreements similar to that signed by Cam
bodia's Prime Minister and the American Ambas
sador on May 16, 1955. However, the Cambodian 
Agreement was unique among all these similar ac
cords in that, at the insistence of the Cambodian 
Delegation, it embodies provisions with regard to 
both immunities for personnel, and reciprocity. In 
case Cambodia and the American Government should 
so decide, a Cambodian Mission could be sent to the 
United States. These provisions are not embodied 
in MDA agreements between the United States and 
other Governments. 

The small "MAAG" is engaged in studying with 
the General Staff of the Royal Khmer Army the 
logistical and financial requirements of the Royal 
Khmer Armed Forces. Agreement having been 
reached on these requirements, it then ; ecommends 
to the Department of Defense in Washington how to 
meet these needs. Thus, such vital defense equip
ment as guns, ammunitions, trucks, jeeps, radios 
and military medical supplies are reaching the 
Cambodian Armed Forces in proportion to their es
timated requirement. Furthermore, under the gen
eral direction of MAAG. the United States has been 
glad to supply funds for the pay ana maintenance 
of the valiant troops who make up the Royal Khmer 
Armed Forces. 

The Officers of MAAG have been much impressed 
by the military potential of the Cambodian soldier. 
There is no doubt that, given the necessary where
withal, the Cambodian Armed Forces. under the 
command of His Majesty the King and serving the 
Government of His Royal Highness Prince Siha
nouk, will faithfully and ably discharge their duties 
as defenders of the sovereign independence of 
Cambodia. 



Cambodian Defense Minister Lon- N 01 is 
decorated by Royal Highness, Pri~e Siha
nouk, who led Royal Khmer Army to vic
tory over Vietminh invaders in 1953. 

Cambodian Prime Minister, Prince Noro· 
dom Sihanouk reviews units of the Cam
bodian first tank reconnaissance regiment. 
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MEDICINE FROM AMERICA 
FOR CAMBODIA'S DEFENDERS 

Urgently-needed medical supplies for the Royal 
Cambodian Armed forces arrived in September 
on a special plane from the United States. Sup
plies included enough penicillin to treat about 
30,000 persons, thousands of aureomycin tablets, 
calcium tablets, vitamin pills and hypodermic 
syringe sand needles. 

Below, Colonel You Chhin of F.A.R.K. ac:
c:epts the supplies from members of the 
MAAG mission in Cambodia. 




