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INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

Foundation set for Kabul’s New Ghazi High 
School:  The Ministry of Education achieved a 
significant milestone by laying the foundation of 
the new Ghazi Boy’s High School in Kabul, 
Afghanistan.  When completed in late 2009, this 
$6.25 million school construction project will 
provide modern classrooms, laboratories, and 
other learning facilities for over 5,000 students, 
including the 1,750 students who currently study 
outside or in temporary shelters.  The building is 
being constructed to the highest seismic safety 
standards to prevent tragic school collapses like 
those seen in recent earthquakes in Pakistan and 
China.  

Members of the construction team worked 
overnight to lay the school’s foundation.  
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan  

The successful concrete placement was the 
culmination of months of hard work to design and prepare the building foundation.  USAID 
decided to pour the concrete overnight to avoid conflicts with the ongoing school operations 
and Kabul’s notoriously bad daytime traffic.  Laboring through the night, workers placed over 
480 cubic meters (628 cubic yards) of reinforced concrete for the 1,200 square meter 
(13,000 square foot) foundation of the main building. When the school is completed, 
students will have access to education in a safe and modern environment. 
 
 
PROVINCIAL RECONSTRUCTION TEAMS 
 
Local Governance and Community Development Training Yields Positive Results:  In 
Nangarhar Province, USAID training sessions at the Deparment of Education have vastly 
improved performances.  According to the Department of Education’s Director Muhammad 
Iqbal Azizi, these courses, along with a new USAID-appointed technical advisor, have 
benefited as many as 150 education officials.  

 
The results of better administration can be seen around Nangarhar. This year, around 60 
school buildings have been erected so far and enrollement has increased, with students 
who used to study in neighboring countries now able to learn in Afghanistan. Continued 
technical training, Director Azizi explained, would lend the Department of Education a great 
boost.   
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Helmand’s Government Servants Acquire Valuable Organizational Skills:  Employees 
of Helmand’s Departments of Economy, Education and Public Health have lauded training 
programs conducted by USAID’s Local Governance and Community Development (LGCD) 
program. 
 
Noor Muhammad, an employee of the Economy Department, learned English, basic 
computer skills, filing, reporting, writing and drafting agendas for meetings.  He gained this 
knowledge at the workshops organized by USAID advisors in Lashkar Gah. "Previously,” 
said Muhammad, “our meetings would be unorganized for lack of clarity; but now we 
establish a clear agenda and follow it during meeting."  
 
Ahmadullah, a Public Health Department staffer, also appreciated the program.  “Our work 
has become far more focused and clear,” he said.  

  
ECONOMIC GROWTH 
 
Primary Students to Get 6,000 Computers:  USAID and Roshan, a private telecom 
operator in Afghanistan, will provide 6000 computers for primary school students in 
Afghanistan.  Developed by the One Laptop per Child global education initiative, the 
computers are specially designed to assist children in the the world’s poorest countries. The 
durable laptops can be recharged with solar energy, come with pre-designed software, and 
have capacity for Internet connection so children can learn collaboratively.  
 
Laptops will initially be distributed at 500 schools in Kabul and later throughout 
Afghanistan’s provinces.  The Roshan mobile company has pledged to provide free Internet 
service to schools across the country, and USAID will install and maintain the computers.  
To ensure that children can benefit from these tools, schoolteachers will receive computer 
skills training. 
 
Woman’s Business Center Opens in the Wakhan:   To help develop small and medium-
sized businesses in the Afghanistan’s remote Badakhshan Province, USAID supported 25 
female entrepreneurs in establishing a Woman’s Business Centre in the Wakhan Corridor.  
Once part of the famous the Silk Road, this mountainous and relatively secure region is 
becoming a popular destination for foreign tourists interested in Afghanistan’s history.  This 
summer the women saw their first sales of local products to the Wakhan’s new tourists.  The 
project hopes that these women will be able to produce a greater range of products targeted 
at this rapidly growing ‘high end’ market. 
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New Loans Spark Growth:  The USAID-funded 
Afghanistan Rural Finance Company recently approved  
four loans totalling USD $448,000 to three construction 
firms and one carpet and handicaft production company 
in Balkh, Parwan, and Kabul provinces. The loans will 
help build borrowers’ businesses by enabling them to 
buy new equipment access to additional working 
capital, hire new staff, and expand their operations.  
USAID loans create a significant number of jobs in the 
country. The loans to the four borrowers in September 
are expected to create nearly 500 additional jobs in 
Afghanistan.  Entrepreneurs used USAID loans to 

open a new carpet company in Balkh. 

PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 
 
 

 

Fourteen community leaders discussed their role 
in the development of Uruzgan province.  

PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

Uruzgan’s Community Leaders Develop 
Financial Services: On September 3rd, USAID 
supported an advisory session with the community 
leaders in Uruzgan’s Islamic Investment and 
Finance Cooperative (IFC). Fourteen community 
leaders representing eleven villages of the 
province actively participated in the session. The 
meeting focused on their role in the socio-
economic development of the province and how to 
increase their community’s access to financial 
services. Ongoing discussions with the community 
leaders are critical given the community ownership 
and sustainability mission of the IFCs. Uruzgan is 
located in the southern region of Afghanistan, 
which is known as one of the most insecure, 

opium-producing areas of the country. To date, the Uruzgan IFC has disbursed USD 
$36,500 to 73 borrowers.  

U.S. Agency for International Development 
Great Masoud Road 
Kabul, Afghanistan 

Tel: 202-216-6288 / 0700-108-001 
Email: kabulusaidinformation@usaid.gov 
http://afghanistan.usaid.gov 

3/3 

                  
                                                                                                                         



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
October 1-October 15, 2008 
 

     
U.S. Agency for International Development 
Great Masoud Road 
Kabul, Afghanistan 

Tel: 202-216-6288 / 0700-108-001 
Email: kabulusaidinformation@usaid.gov 
http://afghanistan.usaid.gov 

1/4 

                  
                                                                                                                         

Newly installed lights increase security at the 
Garmsir Bazaar. 
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

The Dutch PRT coordinated the delivery of 12,000 
ARoLP legal awareness comic books to 
elementary schools throughout Uruzgan province. 
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

PROVINCIAL RECONSTRUCTION TEAMS 
 

USAID Brings Light to Helmand Bazaar:  Garmsir 
Bazaar, in Helmand province, has long suffered from 
looting and insecurity after dark.  In summer, 
extreme temperatures prevent many shoppers from 
going out into the daytime heat.  Yet at night, 
criminals frequently pillaged the bazaar, robbing 
vendors of their products and creating an 
atmosphere of fear.   
 
At the request of Garmsir District Governor Abdullah 
Jan, USAID delivered and installed 36 solar lights in 
the bustling bazaar, providing an affordable energy 
resource and lighting the entire shopping area.  The 
new lights not only enhance security, but increase 
economic development in Garmsir by allowing the 
bazaar to remain open past dark.  
 
Garmsir’s Governor is thrilled with the results. He 

says that there are now over 400 open shops along the bazaar, including bakeries, grocery 
shops and auto mechanics.   "Residents can now get everything they need in Garmsir," he 
reported. 

 
DEMOCRACY & GOVERNANCE 
 
Uruzgun PRT Distributes Legal Awareness 
Materials:  Working together to improve the rule 
of law in Afghanistan, this September USAID and 
the Dutch provincial reconstruction team (PRT) in 
Uruzgan province coordinated the delivery of 
12,000 comic book sets with legal awareness 
messages to elementary schools throughout the 
province. 

 
The books were designed and printed by the 
USAID-funded Afghanistan Rule of Law Project. 
They include six comics that address basic legal 
rights, constitutional, and women’s rights in an 
easy to understand format. The books have 
received positive feedback from readers and from 
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organizations like the Dutch PRT, which have used the books as part of their own justice-
sector development activities. 

 
Voter Registration Process Makes Steady Progress:   With the help of the USAID-
supported UNDP/ELECT program, the number of Afghans registering to vote is rising 
steadily throughout the country.    
 
Despite violent threats against them and their families, voter registration workers have 
gained confidence as efforts to protect them improve.  USAID and international mentors are 
working hard to build and strengthen Afghan security forces, and, as a result, officials have 
become more effective at responding to threats, investigating incidents and communicating 
with the Independent Election Commission.  The majority of registration centers are 
functioning normally, allowing Afghanistan’s citizens to safely participate in the democratic 
process.    
 
As of September 2008, approximately 553,512 eligible voters have registered. Thirty-five 
percent of these are women who were once excluded from the political process.  Thanks to 
better safety and election support, USAID remains optimistic that many more Afghans will 
register to vote in the coming months.  
 
ECONOMIC GROWTH 
 
Afghanistan's Energy Sector Opens to Private Investment:  The Government of 
Afghanistan is striving to rebuild its energy infrastructure. Without reliable energy sources, 
families do not feel safe and comfortable in their homes, businesses struggle to provide 
quality services, and the government cannot provide its citizens with basic public services.  

In September 2008, President Karzai signed a decree establishing a power regulatory body 
in Afghanistan.  This new body will promote private sector investment in Afghanistan's 
energy industry, giving commercial businesses the opportunity to develop and manage the 
country's energy services.  The decree also opens up the energy sector to foreign-owned 
businesses, which the government hopes will invest in Afghanistan’s energy infrastructure, 
share their expertise, and make the energy sector more efficient so that everyone in 
Afghanistan benefits.  

USAID advisors helped draft the new decree by obtaining ministerial and Presidential 
support and by providing sound advice on how to lay the ground work for Afghanistan's 
brighter future.  
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The Takhan Women’s Handicrafts Skills 
Association displaying their products. 
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

Officials at the Grand Opening Ceremony for the 
Kunar Islamic Investment and Finance 
Cooperative (IIFC). 
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

Islamic Investment and Finance Cooperative 
Opens in Kunar:   On October 8th, officials held 
the Grand Opening Ceremony for an Islamic 
Investment and Finance Cooperative (IIFC) in the 
eastern province of Kunar.  The event was 
attended by new members of the cooperative and 
local government officials.    
 
Like many Afghans, the people of Kunar are in 
dire need of financial services to rebuild their 
livelihoods. The USAID-supported investment and 
finance cooperatives provide a range of Sharia-
compliant products to their members.  The loans 
empower families to improve their farms and 
businesses, purchase quality products, and build a 
better future.  
 
The World Council of Credit Unions (WOCCU) has established six investment and financial 
cooperatives in eastern Afghanistan.  As of September 2008, the cooperatives in this area 
have disbursed a cumulative amount of US$1.6 million to support over 900 active 
borrowers.  Current membership has increased to over 5,000 individuals, including 450 
women.   
 

USAID Supports Women Entrepreneurs in 
Takhar:  This October, USAID’s Small and 
Medium Enterprise Development Program 
supported an exhibition for the Takhar Women’s 
Handicrafts Skills Association in the provincial 
capital, Taloqn city.  The exhibition showcased 
women’s handicrafts and provided them with an 
opportunity to gain new customers and spread the 
word about their products. Over 500 visitors 
attended the event, including members of foreign 
organizations who will help the women sell their 
products on the international market.  The 
exhibition also provided Takhar’s women, many of 
them war widows and aspiring entrepreneurs, with 
a chance to meet each other and discuss ways to 

work together.  This was the first USAID-supported event to promote and market Takhar’s 
handicrafts, and the association believes it marks the beginning of strong growth for the 
province’s women-owned businesses.   
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ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT AND AGRICULTURE 
 
Afghanistan’s Pistachio Orchards Revived:  Afghanistan’s once thriving pistachio forests 
declined rapidly after decades of war and neglect. Once a source of pride to the people of 
Samangan province, today farmers are working hard to restore this valuable economic and 
environmental asset. 
 
On October 16th, USAID-supported Pistachio Forest Management Committees (FMCs) 
reported on the success of these efforts.  The committees described how they had achieved 
improved harvests and stronger conservation in the orchards.  Pistachio farmers have 
learned better management practices from USAID-supported activities and as a result, have 
better soil, many new trees, and significantly higher profits on their pistachio harvests. In 
addition to higher incomes, reforestation efforts created new jobs and strengthened 
Samangan’s communities as they work together to protect their valuable pistachio 
resources.  
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The council provided women an opportunity 
to voice their concerns to President Karzai.  
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

More than 500 women from every walk of life attended the 
council.  
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan

GENDER DEVELOPMENT 
 
Afghan Women Unite at the First 
Women’s Council: In October, 2008, 
nearly 500 women from all corners of 
Afghanistan converged on Kabul for the 
first National Women’s Council.  This 
milestone event was the first time in 
recent history that women from across 
the country had the opportunity to 
confer with each other about the issues 
that most affect their lives. 
 
Women from 33 of the 34 Afghan 
provinces were in attendance.  Participants included high-level government 
representatives and female professionals working in health, education, business, 
religion, agriculture, media, the judiciary, security, science and technology, and the 
arts.  These women represented all socio-economic classes, ethnic and age groups, 
and levels of education and literacy. 

 
Over the two-day council, participants developed a 
list of priorities in each of six critical areas: (1) 
security; (2) legal protection and human rights; (3) 
leadership and political participation; (4) economy, 
work and poverty; (5) health; and (6) education.  
They ranked their most urgent needs using The 
National Action Plan for the Women of Afghanistan 
as a framework.  The National Action Plan is the 
official strategy for empowering women and 
advancing gender equality.  The Council submitted a 
Declaration of their priorities to President Karzai, who 
attended the council on the second day.  

 
The Ministry of Women’s Affairs is encouraging 
the government, civil society, and the donor 
community to address the Council’s 

recommendations and will monitor their responses. This event not only provided the 
women of Afghanistan a chance to voice their needs, but helped established 
collaborative relationships to ensure increasing awareness of the important role 
women play in peace, security and development. 
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Twenty judges participated in the two-week 
Criminal Justice Program in Kabul. 
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

Women voting in Afghanistan’s 2004 
elections. 
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

 
DEMOCRACY & GOVERNANCE 
 

Afghanistan’s First Conference on Elections and 
Islam held in Kabul:   On November 2nd, USAID 
supported Afghanistan’s first conference to discuss 
elections and Islam. This important event gave Islamic 
scholars and government leaders an opportunity to work 
together to strengthen democracy.  The conference was 
attended by representatives from government ministries, 
including the Minister of Hajj and Islamic Affairs and the 
Head of Independent Elections Commission, as well as 
more than 400 mullahs from around Kabul province.  
 
Participants openly discussed elections, Islam and role 
of Muslims in voting.  Professor Sharani, the Minister of 
Hajj, stated that Sharia Law orders Muslims to justice 

and service, and urged Muslims to take part in the electoral process and upcoming Afghan 
elections.  At the end of the conference, the minister prepared and delivered a statement 
with seven key points on Islam and elections, detailing the rights and obligations of Afghans 
to vote for their leaders. The statement was well received and later accepted by all 
participants. Open discussions such as these serve to strengthen Afghanistan’s electoral 
process and help establish a Sharia-compliant approach to government participation.    
 

Judges Gain Knowledge to Convict Criminals:  
Many judges in Afghanistan have never received 
specific trainings on Afghanistan's criminal laws.  On 
October 25, 2008, USAID supported a two-week 
Criminal Justice Program which drew 20 judges from 
southern and eastern Afghanistan. The judges 
received training using USAID-developed materials 
on Afghan Constitutional Law; Penal Law; Criminal 
Procedure; and Special Criminal Laws, such as anti-
corruption, anti-money laundering, counter-
narcotics, and crimes against internal and external 
security.   
 

This training was the second of three Criminal Justice Programs which are taking place 
around Afghanistan. Trainings like these equip judges with the knowledge to make sound, 
constitutional decisions on criminal cases, inspiring confidence in Afghanistan’s justice 
system. 
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Women’s associations displayed their products at the 
International Carpet Fair.  
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan

 
ECONOMIC GROWTH 

 
International Carpet Fair Helps Revive Afghanistan’s Carpet Sector:   Afghanistan has 
a long and rich carpet-weaving tradition. Provinces such as Herat, Kunduz, and Balkh 
remain internationally known for their beautiful, high-quality rugs. To assist Afghan carpet 
weavers in promoting their unique products, USAID supported the 2nd Kabul International 
Carpet Fair at Kabul’s historic Babur Gardens.  Together with the Export Promotion Agency 
of Afghanistan, the German Technical 
Cooperation and Standard Charter Bank, 
USAID helped lead this event which 
attracted more than 90 carpet dealers from 
nine Afghan provinces.  Vendors 
showcased their best products to rug 
importers and investors from around the 
world.  Customers, recognizing the value of 
the carpets, purchased nearly $2 million 
worth of goods at the fair.  The event also 
gave Afghan carpet vendors the opportunity 
to build new relationships with national and 
international customers, laying the 
foundation for future growth. Supporting 
trade fairs such as this is an integral part of 
USAID’s efforts to link Afghan producers to 
customers both domestically and abroad. 

  
Afghanistan’s Central Bank Expands Services:  For many years, Afghanistan badly 
needed better banking services to collect government revenue, pay salaries, and fund 
development programs. Today, with technical assistance from USAID, the situation is 
improving. On October 19th, Afghanistan’s Central Bank opened two more offices, bringing 
the total number of modernized branches in Afghanistan to 16, including nine in provincial 
capitals. These branches will provide efficient, reliable financial services, including funds 
transfer to pay the salaries of government employees such as teachers, nurses and election 
workers.  In addition, with the help of USAID advisors, the bank can now manage the 
nation’s customs operations, a significant source of revenue for the government of 
Afghanistan.  
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Workers producing salt at the Omid Kabul 
Company.  The new loan will create new jobs and 
expand their services across the country.  
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

Ambassador Wood speaks with veterinarians on the 
grounds of the new Badakshan Veterinary Clinic. 
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

 
Salt Production Company Helps Create Jobs 
with a New Loan: With the promise of a $50,000 
loan from the USAID-supported Afghanistan 
Rural Finance Company, the Omid Kabul 
Company plans to do much more than just sell 
salt. The locally owned salt production business 
will create over 100 new jobs, a better business 
infrastructure, and provide villages in seven 
provinces with iodized salt that will decrease 
dental disease and blindness in small children. 
Managers of the Omid Kabul Company plan to 
use the funds to purchase new salt packaging 
equipment, better transportation and storage, and 
expand operations from Kabul to Bamyan, 
Ghazni, Herat, Kunduz, Paktya, and Wardak 
provinces, all poor, underdeveloped and 
undernourished areas. In addition to creating 
employment opportunities and improving access 
to healthy products, USAID loans such as these encourage ambitious entrepreneurs to build 
legal businesses, resulting in a legitimate economy and stable business environment. 

 
 

ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT AND AGRICULTURE 
 

U.S. Ambassador Wood Inaugurates new 
Veterinary Clinic in Northern Afghanistan:   
In Afghanistan’s northern Badakshan province, 
many villagers rely on their livestock to sustain 
them through long winters and a harsh climate.  
The province’s steep valley walls make farming 
difficult, and for thousands of years herders here 
have raised flocks of sheep, goats and cattle to 
support their communities.  
 
To strengthen the health and production of these 
life-sustaining herds, Ambassador William 
Wood, joined by Badakshan Governor Monshi 
Mahid and provincial and district officials, 
inaugurated a new Provincial Veterinary Center 

in the capital city, Faizabad. This new facility will not only be an important resource for 
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Kajaki engineers explain to journalists how the 
new turbines will function 
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

Badakshan’s 500,000 animals, but will also serve the more than one million animals from 
neighboring areas which graze in the area’s rich pasturelands every year.  The center will 
provide examination rooms, a quarantine space for investigating disease, and a cold-
storage center for preserving vaccines.  It will also give veterinarians the tools to process 
blood samples. When completed, the clinic will equip the people of Badakshan to better care 
for their animals and ensure that they benefit from stable and profitable livelihoods for years 
to come.   

 
Outbreak Contained in Herat Province:  Herat Province recently experienced an outbreak 
of a deadly tick-borne virus known as Crimean Congo Hemorrhagic Fever, threatening the 
health of the province’s villagers and their livestock.   After 16 cases of the disease were 
identified and three human deaths, the province’s governor turned to USAID for help. 
Through its Accelerating Sustainable Agriculture Program, USAID responded rapidly and 
effectively to the crisis, treating 4,300 animals and spraying 300 animal houses to control 
ticks in the environment.  USAID also participated in prevention campaigns on television and 
radio to educate the public on exposure to ticks and encourage proper protection when 
slaughtering animals. Since USAID intervened, there has only been one suspected case of 
the disease, which is now considered to be under control.  

 
PROVINCIAL RECONSTRUCTION TEAMS 
 
USAID leads a Media Tour of Helmand’s Kajaki 
Dam:   On October 28, USAID provided both 
Afghan and international media the opportunity to 
visit Helmand province’s Kajaki Dam.  The dam 
project recently reached a significant milestone 
with the delivery of two transformers which, once 
installed, will significantly improve energy in 
Helmand’s provincial capital, Lashkar Gah. 
 
This tour was the media’s first visit to the turbine 
since Afghan and Coalition troops delivered the 
transformers in August of 2008. Helmand 
Governor Ghulab Mangal travelled from Lashkar 
Gah to Kajaki to meet the visiting media, which 
included Tolo TV, Shamshad TV, Radio Azadi, the 
Associated Press and The New York Times. 
Coverage in nearly every major Afghan media outlet provided Afghans fresh insight into 
their country’s progress.    
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Isolated Villagers Gain New Practical Skills:  Afghans from six remote villages in 
Nangarhar province arrived recently in the provincial capital, Jalalabad City, to learn new 
skills.  Each student will study one of six professional trades that will help them earn a living 
and provide for their families.  To ensure the student’s relatives do not suffer without income 
while they are away, USAID, in partnership with the World Food Programme, has distributed 
three months worth of food to the family of each student.  
 
The 150 students, selected to attend the courses by their district governors, will each take a 
three-month practical course in carpentry, masonry, plumbing, painting, electrical skills, or 
steel skills. The students will also undertake an intensive one week class in business 
planning to prepare them for the rigors of working for a business or, eventually, even or 
starting their own.  USAID will also support a job fair at the end of the course to assist 
students in finding employment.  When completed, each trained student will be empowered 
with the knowledge and tools they need to safely rebuild their communities. 
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Students learned new mapping and information 
management skills.  
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

Alkoni melons are carefully packaged for export. 
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

 
AGRICULTURE & ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT  
 
Afghanistan’s Alkoni Melons Gain 
Popularity in India:  Across Afghanistan, 
Alkoni melons are celebrated for their 
intensely sweet flavor and rich, nutritional 
value.  With help from USAID, shoppers in 
New Delhi’s Azadpur markets are also 
enjoying the Afghan melons.  

 
Since early September 2008, USAID has been 
working with farmers in northern Afghanistan 
to export and sell their melons to India’s 
markets.  Although these hearty melons 
generally fare well against the rigors of 
transport, poor packaging left about 25 
percent of them ruined before they reached 
their destination.  

 
To reduce these losses, USAID trained farmers and transporters how to clean, handle and 
package the melons.  In addition, USAID provided high-quality packing material.  As a 
result, fewer melons are lost in the journey and more are sold in the markets. This year, 
Afghanistan’s farmers have shipped 640 metric tons of melons to India and seen nearly 
$250,000 in sales.  The healthy profits encourage farmers to grow legal crops and give them 
an opportunity to expand their farms and businesses.  

 
Afghan Professionals Gain Mapping Skills:   
Geographic Information Systems, or GIS, is key 
in helping Afghanistan’s leaders to make 
important decisions on how to rebuild their 
country.  Visual information and maps allow 
decision-makers to design creative solutions to 
problems such as how to secure food resources, 
expand new industries, and restore 
Afghanistan’s damaged environment.  
 
To empower Afghan professionals with this tool, 
USAID recently helped organize 12-day training 
in GIS for 25 students from 15 Afghan 
organizations, including the Ministry of 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 
November 15-November 30, 2008 
 

     
U.S. Agency for International Development 
Great Masoud Road 
Kabul, Afghanistan 

Tel: 202-216-6288 / 0700-108-001 
Email: kabulusaidinformation@usaid.gov 
http://afghanistan.usaid.gov 

2/3 

                  
                                                                                                                         

Supreme Court Justice Abdul Rashed 
Rashid thanked the U.S. Department of 
Treasury and USAID. 
 
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

Afghan businessmen sign contracts to 
maintain the country’s roads. 

PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock; the World Bank; and the Wildlife Conversation Society.  
 
Students in the course learned to use new GIS technologies to create better maps with 
satellite images and to gather information using Geographic Positioning Systems (GPS). 
With their new knowledge, the newly-trained professionals will provide Afghanistan’s leaders 
with new maps to make informed, strategic decisions.   
 
DEMOCRACY & GOVERNANCE 
 

Financial Crimes Training for Afghan Judges:   Thirty-
four judges from six provinces are now better equipped to 
deal with financial crimes after receiving training from 
some of the most experienced financial crimes experts in 
the United States. 
 
This November, USAID recruited 34 judges for the U.S. 
Treasury Department’s Financial Investigative Techniques 
(FIT) training program.  Judges learned about money 
laundering, corruption, terrorist financing, asset forfeiture, 
and Afghanistan’s own anti-money laundering laws. 
 
Richard N. Seaman, the U.S. Treasury’s regional financial 
enforcement adviser, said he hopes the FIT training “will 
raise [the judges’] awareness of—and sensitivity to—
various types of financial crimes.” Once the FIT graduates 
return to their courts, Seaman believes that “investigators 

and prosecutors will ultimately be more confident that cases will end with fair and successful 
dispositions when presented at trial before these judges.” 
 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
Local Businesses to Maintain Afghanistan’s Roads:   
Afghan businesses are taking responsibility for 
maintaining the country’s newly built roads. On October 
27, USAID-partner Louis Berger Group awarded three 
contracts totaling US$12.6 million to Abtekar Faizi, 
Samim Wafa and Bacura companies. The new contracts 
will provide jobs for hundreds of local workers who will 
maintain 1,500 kilometers of Afghanistan’s new regional 
and national highways.  
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This is the second award granted under the Ministry of Public Works’ Operation and 
Maintenance Program.  To ensure the program is effective, USAID trained Ministry officials 
on better methods for road maintenance, including how to use tools such as laptops, 
Geographic Positioning Systems (GPS), and mapping techniques. With better skills, the 
Ministry’s staff will be more efficient making sure that the contractors keep the roads in good 
condition, providing safe, more cost effective travel for the people of Afghanistan.  
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Mullahs learned how to improve family health 
in accordance with the Holy Koran. 

PHOTO: USAID/COMPRI-A 

 
HEALTH 

Religious Leaders Teach Reproductive Health:  
Afghanistan has one of the world’s highest rates of 
infant and maternal mortality.  Despite cultural taboos 
surrounding family planning, USAID helped boost 
awareness this year by training 288 religious leaders 
in ten of Afghanistan’s most popular mosques. The 
influential leaders learned to provide accurate 
information about maternal and child health and the 
products which could save their lives.  

 
After their training, religious leaders communicated 
these vital health messages in the country’s 
mosques, taking great care to teach about child and 
maternal health in accordance with the Holy Koran. 
Their lessons were supported with the distribution of 

over 200,000 products and health literature at the mosques.  
 
Follow-up surveys show that the teachings of the Mullahs and Imams, heard by an 
estimated 8.1 million people, resulted in substantially better sales of reproductive health 
products at local pharmacies and groceries.  Efforts like these lead to stronger, healthier 
families and help prevent the tragic loss of life in Afghanistan.  

 
GENDER DEVELOPMENT 
 
Mothers help Daughters Explore their Future:  Afghan women represent an important 
force for change in the country’s politics and society. To celebrate their achievements, the 
U.S. embassy recently hosted an event for twenty Afghan mothers and their daughters.  The 
professional women were honored for their triumph in overcoming hardship to make a 
difference for their country.  
 
Participants spoke candidly about their professions, family life, and hope for Afghanistan. 
One woman described the obstacles she had to overcome in her life. “The Taliban told me I 
couldn’t be a judge because I am a woman,” she said. “Look, here, now I am a judge in the 
counter-narcotics court, which is very difficult.”  A 12-year old girl also gave a speech on her 
view of her mother’s career and her belief in her own abilities, announcing her ambition to 
run for president one day. 
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The new irrigation technique was introduced to 
Afghan farmers at Badam Bagh farm in Kabul.  

PHOTO: USAID/ASAP 

“I think that, as women, the most important thing we crave is choice,” said USAID 
representative Sarah-Ann Lynch, speaking to participants.  “And, with choices, we will make 
the best decision for our family and personal situation.” 
   
AGRICULTURE AND ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT 
 
Water-Saving Technology in Drought-burdened 
Afghanistan:  Since 1999, Afghanistan has 
suffered from a severe drought. As the country tries 
to rebuild after years of war, scarce water makes 
feeding families and renewing lives even more 
difficult. 
 
USAID is committed to helping Afghan farmers 
combat the drought through better irrigation 
techniques.  Recently, USAID introduced a new, 
water saving technology in Afghanistan called the 
Hydroflume Water Delivery System.  The system 
provides a tube which irrigates fields without losing 
the valuable water to evaporation or wasting it on 
non-fertile soil.  This technology is particularly 
helpful to Afghan farmers who have traditionally watered their crops by flooding their fields 
and unwittingly wasted the life-giving water. 
 
The new system has been set up at USAID’s Badam Bagh demonstration farm in Kabul and 
will be demonstrated to visitors. USAID is also working on a plan to sell the new system 
through agriculture stores across the country, making this affordable resource available to 
Afghan farmers in rural areas.  

 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
Kandahar’s Residents Gain More Electricity:  The residents of Kandahar City, in southern 
Afghanistan, are ambitious about rebuilding their homes and businesses.  Until recently, the 
city relied on a small, local power station for  most of its energy.  But, as Kandahar city 
began to thrive again, the residents needed more power than the station could provide.  

 
USAID, with the Ministry of Energy and Water, responded by building a new 9 MW diesel 
power plant, significantly increasing the available energy in Kandahar.  Five generators were 
trucked in from Kabul to power the station, and workers purchased and installed new 
equipment and built new fuel lines and electrical connections.  
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According to Fazal Ahmad, Kandahar Power Manager, “This power plant will have an 
immediate effect on many people’s lives here in Kandahar. The power will ultimately benefit 
some 9,000 families, plus numerous small business and industrial enterprises.” 

 
ECONOMIC GROWTH 
 
Afghan Businesses see new Opportunities in India:   Over the past few years, 
Afghans have worked hard to rebuild their economy, eager to show the world how 
much the country has to offer. This November, USAID helped Afghan businesses 
promote their fruits and handicrafts at the 28th Annual India International Trade Fair.  
Vendors not only introduced their goods to new markets, but built promising new 
business relationships with Indian buyers. Last year, the same fair led to direct sales 
of $3.5 million and business contracts of $8 million for Afghan businesses. This year, 
it is estimated that gross sales for Afghan vendors ranged from $10,000 – $15,000 
per day at the 14-day event and Afghan exporters signed even more business 
contracts.  

 
Speaking about the importance of Afghanistan’s participation at the trade fair, Mr. Haji 
Hassan, a participating vendor at the event, said that, “Participation in these trade fairs 
helps us to expand our production back home, encouraging the growth of the private sector 
in Afghanistan.” 
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A USAID-built cellar in Badakhshan province.  
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Preparing winter relief kits.  
PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

 
PROVINCIAL RECONSTRUCTION TEAMS 
Rural Afghans Receive Assistance to Endure 
the Harsh Winter:  This year, Afghanistan has 
suffered from skyrocketing food prices, drought, 
and continued poverty. As another bitterly-cold 
winter approaches, USAID is committed to helping 
the people of Afghanistan overcome these 
difficulties.  
 
This month, USAID worked with Afghanistan’s 
Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development to 
fund a winter relief program in the south and east of 
the country.  The Afghan government will deliver 
more than 14,000 kits to thirteen different provinces, 
providing relief to Afghanistan’s most vulnerable groups, including the elderly, widows and the 
disabled.  The kits contain items essential to winter survival, such as emergency shelters, 
clothing and blankets, and heating materials.  Upon receiving the goods, local government 
officials will distribute them in their provinces, demonstrating their commitment to respond to the 
urgent needs of their communities.  Most importantly, these emergency relief materials will save 
lives and prevent sickness as the nation works to recover from a history of war and an ongoing 
insurgency.   
 

AGRICULTURE AND ALTERNATIVE 
DEVELOPMENT 
Better Storage Helps Farmers Replace Poppy 
with Potatoes:   When USAID introduced a new 
potato variety in northern Badakhshan province, the 
area’s farmers experienced an explosion in new 
yields. The high-quality potato seeds improved 
production by 204 percent, providing another 
incentive for farmers to reject poppy production in 
favor of the lucrative potato market. Four years ago, 
more than 15,600 hectares in the province were 
covered with opium poppy.  Today, less than 200 
hectares are devoted to opium cultivation. 
 

To help sustain this bountiful crop, USAID has constructed 15 root cellars in the province, 
helping farmers store up to 250 metric tons of seeds and root vegetables throughout 
Badakhshan’s long winter. The cellars, available to members of USAID-funded agricultural 
cooperatives, will protect the seeds from the extreme weather, reducing the amount lost by 
nearly 50 percent.  The ability to store the harvested potatoes will mean that farmers can 
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USAID trained staff on using the modern 
broadcast equipment. 

PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

Over 180 female legal professionals from eleven 
provinces attended the workshop.  

PHOTO: USAID/ARoLP 

sell the root vegetables at a higher profit during the cold winter months and that next spring 
they will have plenty of high-quality potato seeds to sell and plant.  

 
DEMOCRACY & GOVERNANCE 
New Radio Station Gives Community a Voice:  
The free exchange of information and ideas is 
key to any developing democracy. This month, 
USAID launched a new, independent radio 
station in Afghanistan’s central Bamyan province, 
bringing vital information to over 100,000 people 
in the region.  After construction, USAID supplied 
high-quality broadcast equipment and trained the 
staff on how to use the modern technologies. 
The radio station will empower Bamyan’s 
residents to make informed decisions about heir 
lives by reporting on important information issues 
such as health, education, and human rights.  In 
addition, the people of Bamyan will gain access 
to new entertainment, sports, and radio dramas, 
bringing music and hope in an area where it was 
once forbidden by the Taliban.  
 
Women Legal Professionals Enhance Skills:  As 
Afghan women find new voices, a new community 
of professionals is growing. This December, USAID 
helped organize a national Women Legal 
Professionals Leadership Workshop for 180 
women judges, lawyers, and law and Sharia 
academics from all over Afghanistan.  

 
During the three-day conference in Kabul, 
participants developed their leadership, time-
management, and communication skills so they 
can better meet the challenges of their jobs and 
strike a more comfortable work-life balance. Led by 
experienced international and national trainers, the conference focused on the opportunities 
and challenges specific to women working in Afghanistan’s justice sector and included 
hands-on learning exercises. “This is a very important initiatve,” said Minister of Women’s 
Affairs Hoson Banu Ghazanfar, “because the empowerment and building of self confidence 
among women is the key to women’s sucess in every field they work in.” 
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Reporters from Tolo TV filming a documentary on 
how to use the new directory.  

PHOTO: USAID/Afghanistan 

 
 
ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Afghanistan’s Gemstones Brighten the Future:   Afghanistan has an abundance of 
natural minerals and is the source of some of the world’s finest emeralds, rubies, 
aquamarine and lapis.  These gems have the potential to bring up to $300 million a year to 
Afghanistan, yet the country lacks the skilled workers, government oversight and 
infrastructure to reach this potential.  As a result, many of these stones end up sold on the 
black market, depriving the country of the profits and growth it so badly needs.  

Afghan Journalists Tell a Story of Better 
Business: This year, USAID successfully opened 
the Afghanistan Central Business Registry (ACBR) 
at the Ministry of Commerce, allowing Afghan 
businesses to register in a single step.  The new 
streamlined, computerized process is a major 
improvement in efficiency, and brings business 
registration several steps closer to the ultimate 
goal – the ability to register a business online from 
any location in Afghanistan.  This year’s reform has 
successfully reduced registration time for Afghan 
businesses from six to eight days to two hours, and 
moves the country’s registration practices to 
international standards. More than 1,250 
businesses have already registered in the new 
system.  

In November, Afghanistan’s Tolo TV visited and filmed the new system’s process, boosting 
the public’s awareness of the procedure and encouraging Afghan businesses to participate. 
The program, which aired twice, included interviews with different businesspeople who 
explained the benefits of the system and showed its simplicity.  Improving the environment 
for private sector development is key to fostering sustainable economic growth for 
Afghanistan’s economy and its citizens.     
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