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Papua New Guinea (PNG) is by far the largest Pacific Island nation and, with its abundant
resources, potentially the richest. The country could act as a regional economic and political leader,
but a highly fragmented society with multiple ethnic groups and clans divided by language, customs,
and tradition, has fostered the primacy of local political interests over national concerns,
undermined governance, and promoted corruption. Although blessed with natural resources and
rich biodiversity, the country’s environment is fragile, threatened by illegal logging, widespread
mining operations, and sea-level-rise. Some 80 percent of the population remains dependent on
traditional subsistence. The country’s health indicators have been declining since the early 1990s,
and public health facilities are inadequate.

The United States Government (USG) has an interest in seeing Papua New Guinea participate in the
international community as a stable partner. While Australia, with its annual $300 million assistance
program, dwarfs any financial contribution the United States might make, the United States makes
important technical contributions to address the critical HIV/AIDS situation, environmental
conservation, climate change adaptation, gender empowerment, economic governance, security, and
rule-of-law.

Papua New Guinea suffers from the highest rate of HIV/AIDS increase in Asia, and the highest
percentage of the population suffering from the disease. USAID has a $2.5 million per year bilateral
assistance program focused on HIV/AIDS, and coordinates with other donors to support
government efforts. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Global AIDS Program also
works in PNG, and the United States has approved a grant to the Global Fund management in
PNG. The U.S. program response complements the work of other donors — addressing gaps in
prevention, counseling and testing, palliative care, strategic information, and policy and systems
strengthening. The long-term goal is to reduce HIV prevalence in at-risk groups and prevent the
further spread of HIV into the general population. The program also addresses gender-based
violence in its programming.
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e InFY 2009, the program reached more than 40,000 individuals at 14 sites through
community outreach that promotes HIV/AIDS prevention through behavior change.

e In FY 2009, the HIV/AIDS program mobilized all HIV/AIDS providers to develop a
program that promotes continuum of “prevention to care to treatment services” to be
adopted nation-wide, which resulted in 1,600 individuals receiving counseling, testing, and
test results. This effort led to significant progress in coordinating the efforts of all
stakeholders, and ensuring anyone wanting or needing to access HIV/AIDS services has a
clear understanding of exactly where to access these services.
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