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Niger is currently experiencing a period of political turmoil. Most non-humanitarian U.S. foreign
assistance to Niger was suspended late in December 2009, due to the political crisis caused by the
President’s refusal to step down after his legal mandate expired on December 22, 2009. On
February 18, 2010, the President was seized by a military junta, which has further exacerbated
Niget's political crisis.

Through FY 2009, however, the United State Government (USG) supported Niger’s development
vision as outlined in the National Strategy of Poverty Reduction. Niger’s development challenges
include sustaining peace and stability, increasing economic growth, and food security, while limiting
its high population growth rate (3.3 percent), and conserving its fragile environment. Increasing
agricultural productivity and encouraging family planning are key priorities. Other priority needs
include increasing educational levels (female literacy is 17 percent) and improving nutrition among
children (50 percent of children are stunted). The United States and Niger share a common interest
in security training to ensure effective border control; promote peace, tolerance, and civic education;
and delegitimize violent extremism. On the democracy and governance front, USG assistance
supports inclusive political competition, increased citizen participation in the political process, and
free and fair elections. Human development remains a critical priority for Niger. U.S. assistance is
focused on maternal and child health and nutrition, access to safe water, and girls’ education. To
help increase economic growth, USG assistance is designed to support agricultural sector capacity.
The dissemination of innovative agriculture production technology combined with increased farmer
participation in the marketplace is expected to raise household incomes.

HIGHLIGHTS BY PROGRAM OBJECTIVE

Peace and Security

Niger is viewed as a vital Sahel partner in efforts to thwart potential extremist activities and the
spread of international terrorist networks through the Trans-Sahara Counterterrorism Partnership.
Supporting democracy in Niger is essential to keeping peace in this part of Africa and denying
extremist and criminal groups a potential safe haven. To support Niger’s security, in FY 2009, 37
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Nigerien military personnel were trained in territorial integrity. Two senior leaders were trained in
the United States. The Niger Peace through Development Program, funded with U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID) regional resources, has accomplished substantial progress. As
a result of suspension of U.S. assistance, limited progress was achieved in this sector.

Governing Justly and Democratically

Democracy and governance programs to support Presidential, legislative, and local elections
scheduled in late 2009 were not implemented due to the suspension of U.S. assistance in this area.
The USG did not support the referendum and legislative elections deemed unconstitutional by the
majority of the political class, civil society, and the international community, as well as the
Constitutional Coutt.

Investing in People

In 2009, Niger fell to the bottom of the United Nations Human Development Index. Many of the
statistics contributing to this came from very poor performance in the health and education sectors.
Like many poor, underperforming countries, Niger has a large number of very poor, under- or
uneducated rural citizens with few productive assets, and a government that under-prioritizes the
health and education sectors. Health is probably the largest sector of USG involvement in Niger
through several USAID regional and centrally funded initiatives. The United States supports
maternal and child health activities in Niger. In FY 2009, skilled antenatal care providers from
USG-assisted facilities made over 50,000 visits to communities and households. Additionally, more
than 4,400 people were trained in child health and nutrition through U.S.-supported health
programs, and 31,000 children benefitted from nutrition programs.

Economic Growth

Nigeriens face chronic food insecurity, even when the harvest is deemed adequate. Many
households do not participate in the increased productivity and many simply have little or no access
to that harvest because of the absence of productive assets such as land and inputs. While it is clear
that improved agricultural productivity will not solve Niget’s problems, it will increase the resilience
of beneficiaries against future shocks, which are inevitable. Itis also clear that there can be
significant increases in productivity using simple and available technologies and improved inputs.
USAID activities accordingly focus on two components: working with the farmers, and training
farmers and trainers. The creation of 227 agro-enterprise groups by implementing partners, of
which 148 are composed of women, is a key element in improving household livelihood security.
The recovery of 6,035 hectares (12,000 acres) of land and planting trees on these parcels is a long-
term investment in future productivity. Over 172,000 new trees were planted.
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