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NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS: 

Mutual Security Program funds are used to help bring better 
housing to the people of underdeveloped countries, usually through 
demonstration projects of the aided self-help variety. 

During Fiscal Year 1956, ICA participated in 31 
housing projects, 

Provided 39 technicians and advisors, and 

Provided $4,332.,643 in financial assistance. 

What these technicians and dollars did is described in the 
attached ,3ummary report. This is one of a series reports on the various 
purposes to which Mutual Security Program funds are put. I hope they 
prove interesting and useful. 

Attachment 

~/I.-,c~.,·~~~~ 
William J. Caldwell 
Director of Public Reports 
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Satnple Projects & ACCoIllplislunents 

DOTS - ,Througho~t the Windward and 
Leeward Islands, in Trinidad, and aIllong 
the overseas territories along the Northern 
Coast Q! South America and in Central 
AIIlerica, there is a growing awareness of 
the desirability and neces~ity for iInproved 
housing conditions. In view of the retarded 
ecnnoIIlic devel0pIllent in IllOst of these 
areas and the consequent iinpoverislunent 
of the peoples, alInost the only effective 
way of achieving relatively decent living 
accoIllodations is through the process of 
aided self-help construction. U. S. 
technicians, varying in nwnber froIll two 
to five, have made their skills and know
how available throughout the area and 
=any projects, both small and large, have 
been undertaken under their guidance. One 
of the Illost in1pressive of these has been 
the activities in British Honduras, where 
Hurricane Hazel ravaged the country and 
where Illoney from, Great Britain and the 
U.S. technical guidance have combined to 
restore the d.aznage and to prOvide better 
housing than was available before the 
hurricane struck. 



ICA PROJ:ECTS IN HOUSING - FY 1956 

Sub-Fields 

Supporting 
Projects
Housing 

All Other 
Housing 

Nwnber 
Projects 

1 

3 

Nwnber 
Countries 

1 

3 

I 

Costs 

$ 28,400 

1,631,448 * 

?i' The bulk of this .norley represents funds. II-4 
for dependent housing for U. S. technicians. 

l?ample Projects & Accomplishments 

Israel - In less than ten yearS 1948-1957 
the population has more than doubled 
(750,000 - 1,700,000) •. Mushroom. growth 

·has fOICed 001 to provide simultaneously 
im.migrant· shelter and. permanent housing 
into which immigrants can be transferred. 
Permanenthousuig has been carefully 
integrated with economic. development and 
housing has been largest iteIIlln Israel's 
yearly budget. In this period GOIhas 
fininced construction of 130, 000 dwelling 
units plus 70,000 temporary sheiters for 
im.migrants •. Economic assistance by U.S. 
has totaled $39,500,000 (Ex-Im loan 
$16, 500, 000, $23, 000, 000 counterpart) 
accounting for approxim.ately 18, 000 dwelling 
units. U. S. technical assistance FY 56' . 
consisted of one Housing Advisor who aided 
GO! housing officials in determining supply 
and demand, setting standards in design,' 
reduction of construction costs through 
research, housing finance and 
promulgation of national housing policy. 
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ICA PROJECTS IN HOUSING - FY 1956 

Objectives: Inadequate housing is a :major proble:m throughout the free world. Because of its i:mportance to 
econo:rnic development and political stability, ICA has responded to requests from other govern
ments for technical cooperation in their national housing programs. Realizing that shelter 
improve:ment programs depend on the internal resources of host countries, ICA housing efforts 
are directed toward strengthening these resourceS. Housing activities may involve assistance 

SClb-Fields 

2ousi-ng-

in the following fields: housing legislation, organization of government housing agencies, develop
ment of mortgage finance techniques and institutions, improvement and adaptation of indigenous 
materials and skills to housing needs; the use of self-help to ·reduce costs and increase productivity, 
demonstration projects, housing management, city and regional planning and related activities. 
Since many of these fields are highly specialized, ICA supplies one or two US technicians in the 
host country whose experience, as required, is supplemented by specialists drawn from govern
ment or private industry. 

Total Projects: ~ Total Costs: $4,332,643 

Number 
Projects 

25 

Number 
Countries 

21 

Costs 

$2,579,529 

IX-l 

No. Technicians: 39 No. Participants: 30 

Sample Projects and Accomplishments 

China (Taiwan) - Criteria for the processing of 
housing loans were developed and applied in making 
mortgage loans in the amount of NT (New Taiwan) 
$35,496,100 for FY 1956. No syste:m for housing 
loans had existed previously in Taiwan. U. S. 
dollar costs amounted to $27,000 for a technician's 
salary and consultant's services. This loan pro
gram aided in the construction of several thousand 
dwelling units. Although housing loans were :made 
for contractor-built homes, :many of the industrial 
workers involved substantially reduced their housing 
costs through aided self-help techniques. 
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Chile - A self-help prograIIl in which 
people buiJ-d their own homes with techni
cal guidance is now abnost cOInp1eted. 
Starting with 30 farrrilies in December 
1955. the program:- expanded rapidly 
and now ~pproximately "700 faInilies are 
living in or have alInostcoInpLeted their 
"own hOInes with local materials and on 
land provided by the Government of Chile. 
The progratn is self-liquidating in that the 
cost of land and materials is covereAby 
mortgage loans payable by the homeowner 
over a period of yeins. lCAis providing 
technical guidance and some tools and 
equipInent which are not available locally. 
For every dollar that the US spent the 
Chilean Govermnent provided $18. 
Especially significant is the fact that this 
group of fa=ilies, originally COInmunist
led and organized, is now enthusiastically 
pro-USA because of the democratic ex
perience of working together and because 
they are now liVing in decent sanitary 
s.helter. 


