USAID DEMOCRATIZATION SUPPORT TO NIGERIA

Complementing the USAID/Nigeria NGO health program are USAID funded direct
democratization activities which are managed by the State Department and USIA. Support is
provided to those private sector organizations which provide a valid forum for influencing
political and economic decisions in Nigeria consistent with USG policies and interests. The
three projects involved are the Democratization and Human Rights Fund (Section 116(e) of the
FAA), the African American Labor Center (AALC) Project, and the USIA Nigeria Democracy
Initiatives Project. These projects are training Nigerians in the rudiments of democracy and

encouraging popular pressure for change. .

I
t
A) crac d an Right : -'
Assistance under the Democracy and Human Rights Fund provides support to private
nongovernmental organizations to improve their ability to carry out democracy and human rights
activities. Activities in Nigeria consist of small grants provided to human rights organizations,
Jabor unions, legal aid groups, women's organizations and other pro-democracy groups which
provide a valid forum for influencing political and economic decisions in Nigeria consistent with
USG policies and interests. Funding is provided for a wide variety of identified needs including

institutional support, publications, seminars and conferences, research studies and legal
assistance programs. :

The following are exémples of Nigerian organizations receiving USAID funding for
democratization activities from the Democracy and Human Rights Fund project:

¢ Constitutional Rights Project (CRP) i

The CRP is a human rights group dedicated to strengthening and promoting the independence of
the judiciary and other democratic institutions, .and to ensure that legislation affecting the rights
and freedoms of Nigerians is in compliance with international norms. |

|

e Legal Research and Resource Development Center (LRRDC)

The LRRDC produces simple pictorial texts to raise public awareness on personal rights and
freedoms, as well as aspects of the law such as marriage, divorce and separation, the African
Charter on Human and People's Rights, bail, arrest, search and seizure, rape, wills, and Nigeria's

cqurt system.

e National Union of Teachers (NUT)

The NUT is one of the largest professional trade union organizationsi in Africa, with a total
membership of 500,000. It plans to create study materials for a unit on democracy and human

rights that will be integrated into ongoing study circles in which teachers all over the country
participate. Over the long term, the organization hopes to integrate the study materials into the

curricula of the nation's primary and secondary schools. i
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e Civil Liberties Organization (CLO)

The CLO is a pioneer in the Nigerian human rights movement and has compiled the proceedings
and judgments of human rights court cases over the last ten years, as well as the texts of relevant
human rights instruments. It plans to publish these materials as a “one stop shopping document”
for human rights lawyers and activists as well as for the press and general public.

¢ Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC)

The NLC is the largest Nigerian labor union (akin to the AFL-CIO in the United States) with
branches in every state of Nigeria. It represents rank and file workers.

o Senior Staff Consultative Association of Nigeria (SESCAN)

|
SESCAN was established to provide a voice to Nigerian 'senior staff" who have been excluded
from the NLC by government edict. It is an independent labor center that operates without

government funding. ,

\

e Institute of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law (IHRHL)

The IHRHL is a non-profit NGO based in Port Harcourt, a minority populated area of Nigeria,
that specializes in human rights education.

B) i eric r ter Regi ject:

The AALC provides critical monetary and moral support for the beleaguered labor unions. The
labor movement in Nigeria has been and continues to be a key "swing vote" in the political
climate, with great weight due to its influence on oil production capacity. Trade unions
constitute the country's largest and most vocal pro-democracy entity. As was true in South
Africa and Zambia, the trade union movement is and must remain at the vanguard in the fight for

democracy.

The AALC project provides a resident advisor based in Lagos. His presence in the country is
invaluable, for the advice and counsel he can offer the Nigerians in these trying times, as a
channel for communications to and from the rest of the world, for design, implementation and
management of programs and to facilitate Nigerian labor unions' ability to convene meetings

seminars and other activities around the country.
C) igerian De ic Initiati ject:

The USIA Project provides training and exchange visits to the United States for leading

journalists, lawyers, business and other private sector leaders which will help them assume .
leadership roles in the transition to a functioning democracy. USAID (ESF) funding for these

activities was provided through an inter-agency agreement in 1991.
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