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Civic Advocacy for Reform and Stability (CARS) Kyrgyzstan 
January 1, 2009– March 31, 2009 

 
I. Executive Summary 

 
Advocacy 
A new RFA was issued this quarter for youth initiatives. Five projects were chosen for funding, 
including a youth Parliament, mobilization of youth in rural Naryn and the city of Bishkek, and 
legal assistance to vulnerable populations through practical internships for young lawyers. 
 
Mobilizing the population! LARC held “Registration Decade” which was a 10 day promotion to 
encourage land owners to properly register their land. 1507 people took part in LARC’s 43 
discussion groups, which ended February 6. They utilize youth actors to help the population 
understand the process of registration, and also provide feedback to LARC on specific problems 
faced by the public. Promotional materials focused on the slogan of LARC’s project “Defend your 
right to land!” and included: infomercials on two nationwide TV stations and a hotline, LARC gave 
free consultations to 2439 respondents, 300 of which then proceeded to the Government Registry 
with the intention of registering. Another part of the promotion included a contest widely advertised 
in the media for best essay and drawing of schoolchildren relating to the issue of “defend our right 
to land.”   
 
Building Coalitions! Golden Goal’s anti-corruption in higher education project began in 
January with getting support from various NGOs, universities, student groups and the government 
anti-corruption agency.  A total of 3 memorandums were signed with 17 organizations, including 
the signing of a Memorandum of Cooperation with the Southern Branch of the National Agency for 
preventing Corruption which was aired on OshTV and the state owned channel KTR in the program 
“Comissar Preduprezhdaet.” Golden Goal trained 193 students from 8 universities on processes of 
budget formation. 
 
Eurasia Foundation of Central Asia (EFCA) continued work on improving conditions for the 
return of migrant laborers to their Homeland. EFCA publicized the results of the nationwide 
opinion poll on returning migrants at a conference on March 3. Issues that drew considerable 
attention were unemployment and social security. Two deputies of Parliament were active 
participants – Vice Speaker Isabekov, and Deputy Mamaseitova.  
  
Capacity Building This quarter Pact had finance, advocacy and media training for the new 
grantees. As one participant said after the last of several trainings: “I looked at my project from 
three sides: advocacy, finances and working with the media. I haven’t seen such complex capacity 
building from any other donor” (Ekaterina, Osh). Pact held two advocacy trainings with the help 
of DC Group, a Kazakhstani development and consulting group. In the January and March trainings 
a total of 48 participants from NGOs who are either potential grantees or new grantees received 
training on advocacy skills and consultations on their specific projects. Pact and Internews 
organized two CARS Advocacy-Media Workshops in March in Bishkek and Osh to bring 
together media and advocacy grantees, thereby better harmonizing advocacy efforts with media 
reports that can build public support for reform. During these two two-day events, 52 participants 
learned about positioning, creating messages, and how media and NGOs can best utilize each other 
as resources. 
 
Pact’s Grantee Coordination Meeting CARS emphasized fostering connections between projects, 
helping NGOs see the benefits in cooperation. Several new connections between projects were 
established, including the use of youth volunteers on Insan Leilek’s project supporting the elderly, 
visits to each others’ events. Grantees are learning how helpful other NGOs can be and how to build 
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on common interests. As one grantee said of the CARS approach “To get 5 projects to make friends 
is difficult, but you showed us how it is possible” (Chotu, Talas). 
 
RFA on Local Advocacy and Social Control Pact awarded four new grants as a result of the 
December 2008 RFA local advocacy or local social control/ watchdog activity projects throughout 
the country. These new projects are working on youth health, education, transparency of land 
transactions in communities, and homeowners’ rights. The new grantees (including pending ones) 
received organizational and financial assessments, advocacy trainings, consultations on project 
planning, monitoring training and financial training. 
 
Media 
Sixteen new Media Grant projects were approved during this reporting period to focus on new 
CARS advocacy campaign topics such as the problem with drinking water, rights of the elderly and 
youth issues. Launch of these projects is currently pending the final decision on CARS budget 
reduction and will depend on availability of funds. In the meantime, all other 11 ongoing Media 
Grant projects have continued on schedule – four of them were launched this quarter. Altogether, 
there were 24 TV programs, four newspaper inserts, two newspaper pages, 26 newspaper articles, 
22 radio programs and one documentary film produced.       
 
Internews did three media seminars this quarter - a seminar for Asman radio production in 
February and two seminars in March for young newspaper reporters and TV editors/camera people. 
Overall, 31 people were trained during these seminars (16 female, 15 male). Notably, most of these 
journalists are university students representing the next generation of media professionals in the 
county. As some of them said in their seminar reviews, these training events help to broaden their 
worldview and teach them the skills they would not be taught elsewhere.   
 
Internews also continued to work with the Association of Regional Broadcasters (ART) on the 
production of its radio talk show Asman. Six ART member stations produced and aired 38 programs 
in February-March, with a combined total of 102 phone calls from listeners aired during the 
programs. This followed Pact’s approval of the extension of ART’s project and introduction of 
eight new advocacy campaign topics. The number of programs is expected to increase in the next 
quarter.   
 
On the TV front, Internews continued to work with ElTR to produce a 60-minute television 
program El Kenesh. Twelve programs were aired this quarter.   
 
Administrative 
In early January, Pact leased a third apartment to expand its office, and has increased staff in all 
departments to an in country total of 15 national and 1 expatriate. These changes are necessary to 
give sufficient support to grantees. 
 
II. Background 
The Civic Advocacy for Reform and Stability (CARS) program goal is to facilitate the emergence 
of a more active citizenry that can effectively promote democratic reforms in the Kyrgyz Republic 
through citizen engagement, expanded access to objective information, and analytical policy debate.  
To reach this goal, the four program objectives are: 
 

1. Support national advocacy campaigns by Kyrgyz civil society coalitions that support 
governance reforms; 

2. Improve capacity of Kyrgyz civil society organizations (CSOs) to conceptualize, launch and 
implement nationwide or local policy-driven advocacy campaigns 
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3. Increase public activism, expressed in new opportunities for citizens to articulate and 
advocate positions on critical policy reform issues; 

4. Broaden availability of information on key governance and reform issues to the Kyrgyz 
population at large. 

 
The CARS program is implemented by Pact with partners Internews and the Center for 
International Private Enterprise (CIPE).   
 
III. Key Results this Period 
ADVOCACY 
Simplifying the Land Deed Registration Process Advocacy Campaign 
LARC held “Registration Decade” which was a 10 day promotion to encourage land owners to 
properly register their land. Promotional materials focused on the slogan of LARC’s project 
“Defend your right to land!” and included: infomercials on two nationwide TV stations, a hotline,   
LARC gave free consultations to 2439 respondents, 300 of which then proceeded to the 
Government Registry with the intention of registering. LARC received 450 calls from people on its 
hotline – 0770-001001. Another part of the promotion included a contest widely advertised in the 
media for best essay and drawing of schoolchildren relating to the issue of “defend our right to 
land.” 
 
1507 people took part in LARC’s 43 discussion groups, which ended February 6. They utilize youth 
actors to help the population understand the process of registration, and also provide feedback to 
LARC on specific problems faced by the public. 
 

 
In an effort to raise public 
awareness, LARC had 
competitions for essays and 
drawings among school 
children. 35 essays and 150 
pictures were entered in the 
contest. The winning works 
will be made public in the 
following ways: a) a color 
handout for participants of 
the National Forum; 
b)shown at exhibits; c) on 
LARC’s webcite; d) the 
essays will be published in 
LARC’s bulletin “Land 
Law” and on the sites of 
LARC’s partners. The award 
ceremony will be at the 

National Forum in May. 
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CIPE sent experts from Saratov Chamber of 
Commerce to help LARC with improving their 
approach in dealing with government, coalition 
building, improved media outreach, and to 
provide one-on-one consultation about 
preparing for upcoming important events. A 
point of critical value was the recognition 
through consultation with the Saratov experts 
that LARC needs to have a coalition rather 
than just relying on the project’s partners. They 
have now made a list of 10-12 potential 
coalition members and will work to get them 
engaged.  
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The Saratov experts also helped acquaint LARC with methodology of anti-corruption expertise of 
legislative acts. LARC’s working group has now finished an analysis of 5 laws and other legal acts 
regulating registration of land property rights using this methodology, and is working on 
incorporating the results received into the project work. Also LARC is developing algorithm of all 
procedures related to registration of land rights and to build it into one system, so that it will be 
visually very easy to see where there are gaps in legislation. This systematic approach of looking at 
legislation is also related to anti-corruption methodology.  
 
Saratov experts also worked with LARC on improving informational tools. LARC’s PR specialist, 
as a result of consultations with Saratov is now trying to distribute LARC’s newspaper as an insert 
to a bigger state newspaper. LARC has also negotiated with “Slovo Kyrgyzstan” – a national 
newspaper – to publish an addendum about the land laws twice, once in May, and the second right 
before the Parliament makes its decision. This will help more widely inform both the public and the 
government officials who read this newspaper.  
 
Migration Advocacy Campaign 
EFCA and their partners conducted meetings of the working groups. They continue to maintain that 
the most important questions facing returning labor migrants are those of citizenship, those of 
getting pensions and also employment. A letter was written to the government on suggested 
changes to legislation and signatures were collected from all oblasts of Kyrgyzstan. The 
recommendations of the working groups related to changes to the civil code and to part of the law 
relating to obtaining Kyrgyz citizenship, creating a mobile commission for questions of the 
population to accelerate exit, receipt and reinstatement of citizenship in Kyrgyzstan, opportunities 
for creating a security fund, accumulative financial funds of local entrepreneurs, giving tax holidays 
for beginning entrepreneurs, strengthening the legislation about the state pension insurance. These 
recommendations were given to the head of the Committee on Migration, Deputy Mamaseitova. 
 
On March 3, EFCA organized a conference “Creation of social-economic conditions for the return 
of labor migrants”. The following took part in the conference: Vice Speaker of the Parliament K.S. 
Isabekov, the head of the Parliamentary committee on migration B. U. Mamaseitova, deputies of 
the Bishkek city Kenesh and participants from other government structures, such as ministries. 
There were 55 participants. The conference presented El Pikir’s research and dealt with two topics 
– the economic question; and the issue of social security. Isabekov voiced his support and agreed to 
receive people in Parlaiment on this question.  
 
In this quarter 553 people came for assistance to the Centers for Assistance to Labor Migrants 
EFCA’s partners on this project, the offices of which are located throughout Kyrgyzstan. 
 
Increasing Transparency of Parliament Advocacy Campaign 
Association of Civil Society Support Centers ACSSC focused its attention on protesting changes 
to the NCO law. The Sectretariat of the President of KG recommended to postpone the adoption of 
the proposed changes to the NCO law, and to review recommendations from civil society. In this 
effort, they showed use of moderation and constructive dialogue which achieved their objectives 
without closing the door to future cooperation with Parliament.  
 
In 10 round tables throughout all 7 oblasts of Kyrgyzstan ACSSC and their partners rallied a total 
of 252 participants to discuss the issue of the proposed changes to the law on NGOs. They 
succeeded in getting feedback from the regions to the Parliament. A total of 10 petitions with 258 
signatures were sent to Parliament, and ACSSC also initiated SMS and fax attacks of deputies of 
Parliament to show the public’s concern over proposed changes. Participants included the following 
reasons for not amending the law on NGOs: 
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• Not to amend the law on NGOs, since proposed changes could have caused many NGOs to 
close, which would seriously cut their ability to provide services to the public; 

• It would cause too much confrontation between civil society and government; 
• It would hurt Kyrgyzstan’s reputation on the international arena; 
• Voiced concern about future such “anti-people” initiatives, and encouraged Parliament to 

focus on democratic institutions that could enhance stability. 
 
From March 6-March 16, ACSSC was the facilitator and initiator of a fax and sms “attack” on 
deputies with the message to not pass changes to the law on NGOs. ACSSC also had meetings with 
deputies Derbisheva and Beshimov to convince them in the potential consequences for NGOs if the 
changes to the law were passed. As a result of these efforts, the Secretariat of the President made 
his statement of March 11, 2009. 
 
Anti-corruption in Higher Education    
Golden Goal’s anti-corruption in higher education project began with getting civil society 
mobilized and getting allies from state agencies such as the anti-corruption agency and rectors of 
universities. Given the 30,000 students in the Osh area alone, the problem of quality higher 
education is a concern of great numbers of people. A total of 3 memorandums were signed with 17 
organizations, including the signing of a Memorandum of Cooperation with the Southern Branch of 
the National Agency for preventing Corruption which was aired on OshTV and the state owned 
channel KTR in the program “Comissar Preduprezhdaet.” Golden Goal also signed 
memorandums of cooperation with 10 of the most active NGOs in south Kyrgyzstan to form the 
basis of a coalition which will assist in distributing information on the anti-corruption in higher 
education project. These NGOs include: Luch Solomona, Advocacy Center, Center for Human 
Rights and Democracy, the Young Lawyers of the South, the Lawyers of the Ferghana Valley, the 
Osh branch of Interbilim, and Gaylerm. Golden Goal also signed Memorandums with the student 
committees of six universities in Osh and Jalalabad oblasts on on cooperation in conducting 
advocacy campaigns at these universitities. The role of the student committees is to facilitate 
conducting information campaigns and budget hearings, creating student coalitions, and taking part 
in lobbying changes to related legislation. These agreements form the beginnings of a student 
coalition that the project is forming. The rector of the Kyrgyz-Uzbek University, Mr. Isamanzhanov 
expressed his support of the project and informed both the deans and deputy rectors about it.  
 
Already the project has convinced Jalalabad University to form an anti-corruption committee of 
students, parents, teachers and the rector of the university, T.K. Kenensariev. The committee will 
meet be responsible for the transparency of the university budget and development of an anti-
corruption action plan and will review complaints from the community or student body. 
 
Golden Goal is planning to survey 1500 students from 8 universities in Osh and Jalabad about their 
experiences with corruption. Pact has attracted a Fullbright scholar, Dr. Kathryn Anderson to give 
methodological assistance in preparing the survey, and then to help analyze the data. Golden Goal 
will use the survey results to assist in further mobilizing parents, educators and stakeholders. The 
results will also predict the specific kinds of reforms required, and opportunities for intervention. 
 
Parallel to research efforts, Golden Goal is actively training student activists to participate in budget 
hearings at their universities by training them on how the budget is formed. This quarter Golden 
Goal trained 193 students from 7 universities in Osh and Jalalabad oblasts. The trainings inspired 
the students to work on issues of budget at their universities and to demand copies of the budgets so 
that they can more actively defend their rights. Aigul, a student from Osh State University said after 
the training, “I didn’t know before what the budget was and that I can participate. After the training 
I understood that I have the right to participate in budget hearings and ask my university how it is 
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using its resources.” From the most active participants, 6 student activist groups were formed and 
they made action plans for advocacy for reducing corruption at their universities.  
 
Golden Goal actively engaged the media, including TV, radio, a series of special reports (on the 
program “Otkrittaya Dolina”). 
  
Defending the Rights of the Elderly - Insan-Leilek 
The elderly have become the subject of attention of late, with Parliament considering the law “On 
the Elderly.” This project started with the formation of four project working groups in the south of 
Kyrgyzstan consisting of: the project staff, representatives of state structures, centers of social 
services, social fund representatives, mass media, volunteers, and elderly people. 
 
Insan Leilek has mobilized the population through 4 discussion clubs and 8 community meetings, 2 
meetings with the Club of the Elderly, meeting with the Osh oblast hospital staff, 5 meetings with 
the NGOs and representatives of state organizations in 4 rayons of Osh and Batken oblasts attended 
by a total of 121 people. As a result, several letters, petitions, phone calls, and faxes have been sent 
to Parliament in support of the law “On the Elderly.” 500 people signed Insan-Leilek’s petition 
supporting the law “on the Elderly” and Insan-Leilek submitted this petition to the Prime Minister’s 
Office, Vice Prime Minister, and the Parliament of Kyrgyzstan – Committee on migration, labor, 
social policy and public health, and a deputy initiative group of 7 MPs from different committees. 
They also sent letters with 40 signatures of NGO representatives and elderly people to the Prime 
Minister, Ministry of Social Labor and Social Development, the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry 
of Health to support the passing of the current draft law.  

 
To assist in mobilizing the 
public, Insan Leilek has put 
special effort into working 
with students. This has 
included using student 
volunteers from the Social 
University in Osh to help 
with the survey work, and 
getting the students to help 
the elderly during their 
internships at the Osh Center 
of Social Services, and 
talking with a forum of 50 
school Parliaments in 
Isfahan about problems of 
the elderly. 
 
To raise public awareness, 
Insan Leilek is working with 
local university students to 
write up the histories of 
some of the communities’ 
oldest members. These 
together with a photograph 
exhibit will be displayed and 
there will be events on 
International Day of the 
Elderly (1st October). Next 
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month on the 22nd of May Insan Leilek plans to organize a public awareness activity called “From 
Heart to Heart” in the four regions where it works. During this event, the photographs and elderly 
biographies will be displayed.  
 
Insan Leilek worked hard this quarter to establish good working relations with the media, and 23 
articles were published this quarter on the problems of the elderly, and information about the draft 
law on elderly. A 30-minute radio show was aired four times on the Batken “Salam” channel, which 
has an audience of 180,000 people.  
 
The elderly themselves have been very active in the 
project. A total of 90 have participated in different 
discussion clubs, round tables and events so far. The 
elderly do not only talk about financial needs. Some 
of the elderly express a strong desire to give back to 
society in some way and are interested in 
opportunities for volunteering or part-time 
employment to help their communities with 
professional expertise. Insan Leilek is developing a 
data base of such “veterans of labor” who desire to 
assist as experts or consultants in different sectors.  
 
Recommendations from Insan Leilek’s work with the public on the Draft Law on Elderly people are 
the following changes/additions: 
Article 3. Include priority directions of the state policy on elderly citizens. The following were 
recommended: 

- ensuring accessibility and high quality medical services; 
- enlarge types of social assistance to elderly citizens, open crisis consultative centers for elderly 

people and social adaptation and rehabilitation centers. 
Article 4. State policy on elderly citizens 

- introduce international projects at local, national and international levels to address social 
problems faced by the elderly. 
Article 5. Introduce the following: providing state guarantees of social assistance that would ensure 
living standards of at least subsistence level with the account of minimum social living standards 
and individual needs of elderly citizens; 
Article 24: Providing home-based services to elderly citizens 
Introduced the following: Single elderly people who need care and assistance will be provided free 
home-based social services;  
Article 33.  Sanatorium and recreation treatment of elderly citizens 
Introduced: take into account the status of the labor veterans and ensure benefits when providing 
sanatorium and recreation treatment  
Article 35. Elderly citizens have the right to receive loans and credits for entrepreneurship 
activities. 
 
The participants also stressed the need for the elderly to know their existing rights, for instance 
medical rights. Pact has identified the need for a linkage here with the upcoming Luch Solomon 
project which will be working with increasing quality of medical services. 
 
Another goal of the Insan Leilek project is to increase local budgeting for the elderly. They are 
conducting a survey to find out the current situation and local budget for meeting the needs of the 
elderly people and to develop recommendations for proposals to changes in the local social and 
economic development plans (SEDP). Based on the survey results Insan Leilek will advocate for 
introduction of gerontological principles into SEDP, inclusion of the needs of the older generation 
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in the strategic and current agenda at the local and regional level. The survey is being conducted 
with the help of the Center for Social Technology, a Bishkek-based think tank and local student 
volunteers. The results of the survey will help Insan Leilek to make adequate recommendations to 
local government on the changes that could positively help elderly people. Pact identified the need 
for increased budget expertise, and has contracted a Bishkek-based local consultant on budgeting to 
assist the project in April. 
 
Freedom of Movement -Lawyers of the Ferghana Valley 
The main focus of this project this quarter was working on a survey of 1400 people in Osh and 
Jalalabad oblasts on the issues of freedom of movement at border-crossings, and in public places.  
This survey should be completed by mid April.  
 
The Lawyers of the Ferghana Valley completed an analysis of the laws of Kyrgyzstan on regulation 
of the residential permits (“propiski”) of the citizens of Kyrgyzstan, foreigners and people without 
citizenship. On the basis of this analysis, they published an article on the current problems in 
Kyrgyzstan’s legal system on issues of freedom of movement – conditions are better for foreign 
migrants than for Kyrgyzstani internal migrants. This discrepancy consists of the amount of days 
during which people are required to register. For Kyrgyz citizens, they much register if they are 
living in a different location in the country within 45 days. For most foreigners, the registration 
requirement is only for a visit longer than 60 days. For Russian citizens, they may be in Kyrgyzstan 
for 90 days without registering. This article was published by 6 newspapers and news agencies. 
 
On March 25 they had their first focus group with lawyers and employees of human rights 
organizations. During the focus group they talked about the limitations on rights of freedom of 
internal movement of citizens of Kyrgyzstan. 
 
The project began to give its consultations in the office and by telephone. Altogether 118 people 
received assistance. The main questions of interest were: problems of being asked for additional 
documents (not required by law) by officials when crossing borders, and problems of residence 
permits.  
 
Rights to Clean and Quality Drinking Water in Jalalabad 
The Jalalabad Civil Society Service Center has completed its survey of 500 water users. The 
overwhelming results are that water-users do not know enough about their consumer rights on this 
question. The water-users have a lack of information on everything from type of contract, whether 
they have a contract, and the terms of the contract. Since it seems that most water-users do not have 
a contract with the City Water Canal (46% of 500 respondents in 4 administrative rayons of the city 
of Jalalabad), JCSSC will work with water-users to increase the number of consumers who have 
contracts. A contract provides the consumers with a means to regulate the terms of the agreement, 
and a basis for getting the City Water Canal to keep its terms of the agreement. Over half of the 
respondents indicated that they do not have a steady supply of water. When there are accidents with 
the pipes, or other technical problems with the system, it takes longer than a day to fix them in 75% 
of the cases. 51% of respondents wait from longer than 3 days to over a week for repairs during 
which time they have no water. 36% of respondents would like to have the ability to pay only for 
the water they use. Coupled with the need for informing the population about water issues, JCSSC 
will seek to increase the number of the water-users who would like to have water meters installed. 
 
JCSSC held a round table to open the project and get the initial involvement and support of the 
representatives of condominiums, the City Water Canal, and the mayor and also the City Kenesh. 
The representatives of homeowners’ associations are ready to participate and work with residents 
on water issues and promote a new type of contract. The government officials would be open to 
water meters. There were additionally 4 round tables with the participation of home owners’ 
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associations, representatives of residents, and the City Water Canal. After the round tables, 
initiative groups from the home owners’ associations were formed to work with residents. JCSSC 
also distributed booklets on the legislation related to this question, for which the public was very 
grateful. This helps to address the problem of water-users not being enough informed.  
 
RFAs on Local Advocacy and Social Control 
Pact awarded four new grants as a result of the December 2008 RFA local advocacy or local social 
control/ watchdog activity projects throughout the country. Three more projects involving the issue 
of appraising, local budgeting for vulnerable groups, and quality of medical care are pending. The 
new grantees (including pending ones) received organizational and financial assessments, advocacy 
trainings, consultations on project planning, monitoring training and financial training. 
 
The projects awarded this quarter were: “Danishman Kabara Zhumgal”, Union of Farmers, Nash 
Dom, and Nash Vzglyad. Danishman Kabara Zhumgal (DKZh) is a project in Naryn focused on 
improving education in 27 schools in the Jumgalski rayon of the oblast where over 8000 students 
are educated. A key problem that the project will address is student absenteeism. The Union of 
Farmers is a Talas organization focusing on getting better transparency of mining companies’ 
negotiations with local government. The public has a right to know and would like to know what 
the terms are of the mining companies’ activities in their locale. The project will focus on 
increasing dialogue between citizens, local government and companies. Nash Vzglyad will work in 
Osh and Jalalabad oblasts to get the laws against sale of tobacco to minors enforced through 
increasing awareness of store owners, involving the local authorities responsible, and encouraging a 
positive, healthy lifestyle for youth. Nash Dom is an association of homeowners’ associations of 
city apartment buildings working to get residents to pay the dues to the homeowners associations. 
When one resident does not pay other residents suffer and the common areas of the building are not 
maintained. To make residents legal responsible for the dues, the common areas of the buildings 
must be registered, and Nash Dom is working on the legislative context for this. 
 
The pending projects include Ravenstvo, an organization with a vision of getting the social 
program funding line item of the Karakol city budget defined according to targeted sub-groups 
(disabled, elderly, youth, mothers with many children, etc.) The project will also increase awareness 
of the opportunities for the public to participate in these questions. By breaking down the social 
funding line item there will be increased transparency about budget implementation and the public 
can monitor the question. A project to monitor and advocate for medical rights promised by the 
government will be implemented by Luch Solomon in Osh oblast. Luch Solomon will monitor the 
implementation of three hospitals, and then raise the necessary issues with city authorities. A third 
pending project is contingent upon approval from USAID, and relates to the law on appraising 
which Kyrgyzstan needs for appraising activity to be legal and objective. The AKA Association of 
Kyrgyzstan Appraisers is concerned that appraisal activity in the absence of a law may not be 
objective and can facilitate the under-priced sale of government property. It is more than just 
government property that must be appraised – appraising activity affects all consumers in some 
way. 
 
Trainings and Events 
Pact’s Grantee Coordination Meeting CARS emphasizes fostering connections between projects, 
and helping NGOs see the benefits in cooperation. Several new connections between projects were 
established, including the use of youth volunteers on Insan Leilek’s project supporting the elderly, 
visits to each others’ events. Grantees are learning how helpful other NGOs can be and how to build 
on common interests. As one grantee said of the CARS approach “To get 5 projects to make friends 
is difficult, but you showed us how it is possible” (Chotu, Talas).  
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There were 14 participants from 7 projects in Osh on February 5. Participants were given 
information on upcoming changes in marking and branding requirements. They also gave brief 
updates on their projects, and the new projects were introduced. Then they did group exercises to 
determine their successes, challenges, and possible solutions to challenges. Among the successes 
named were: successful negotiations with government structures; getting NGOs to participate 
actively; new mechanisms of work with the public (theater groups); and getting contacts in 
government. Challenges included: getting contacts with mass media; public not knowing its rights 
(on education, migration, water, and land issues); getting the government to speak honestly; 
incompetence of mass media; low level of informedness of the population; changes in staffing of 
government structures; and skepticism of government structures. After brainstorming together, the 
following possible solutions to the above challenges were suggested: clarifying each project’s 
position and clarifying goals; show the government potential for its benefit from cooperation with 
NGOs; timely communications and information; using experience of other countries as positive 
example; make the project’s activity of interest to the media; strengthen opportunities for 
community discussion (elderly, young); more cooperation between NGOs; and conclude 
memorandums of cooperation with government.  
 
DC Group from Kazakshtan conducted two advocacy trainings “Advocacy: Strategy and 
Planning” for Pact with Pact’s advocacy modules, which they adapted for Kyrgyzstan. The 
trainings were for new grantees, on January 27-February 1 in Osh, and March 2-6 in Bishkek. A 
total of X participants from X organizations participated. Pact’s grantees and potential grantees 
were allowed to send 3-5 participants and during the training, they worked in their group and 
performed the practical exercises for their planned project. After the trainings each project received 
a 1-2 hour consultation with DC Group trainers. Suggestions for improvement of projects or better 
implementation were given to both the project and Pact. Pact followed up with any changes to the 
project.                                                                         

 
 Work during the training included on the content 
and structure of the projects, target groups, goals 
and objectives in the advocacy campaign, strategy 
and tactics, indicators, and information campaigns, 
writing a message, and writing press releases. One 
thing that became much clearer for participants 
during the training is the difference between 
lobbying, advocacy and information campaigns. 
The issue of target groups was another area that 
was not clear for participants before the training. 
After the training there was a much better 
understanding on the part of participants of which 
different groups in society might be interested in 

their campaigns, and the different needs or interests of these groups. Participants also learned that 
the messages could be different for different target groups, and learned how to write these 
messages. 
 
During consultations, DC Group gave grantees and potential grantees recommendations for 
improving their projects. These included changes to work plans, such as were recommended to the 
Jalalabad drinking water project – to have fewer round tables and more community meetings with 
residents. The Jalalabad project also learned from the training that they should work with 
government officials who could be their supporters in dealing with the City Water Canal. They 
commented that if it was not for the training, then they would have gone straight to the City Water 
Canal to complain. The training and consultation helped them see that a more comprehensive 
process involving more actors and incorporating constructive dialogue can produce better results. 
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For Nash Dom, the consultants pointed out that the project should focus not just on legislative 
changes, but on work with the residents of homeowners’ associations to increase their payment of 
dues. For Ravenstvo, the consultants recommended getting more technical assistance to the project 
to increase their understanding of budget issues, which Pact is doing.  
 
Pact and Internews organized two CARS Advocacy-Media Workshops in March in Bishkek and 
Osh to bring together media and advocacy grantees, thereby better harmonizing advocacy efforts 
with media reports that can build public support for reform. These workshops were started last 
quarter in response to needs from grantees who felt they needed training on working with media or 
with NGOs. During these two two-day events, 52 participants (25 from the South in the Osh event, 
and 27 from the North in the Bishkek event) learned how media and NGOs can better work together 
to facilitate their objectives. The NGO participants were all from new projects and came to the 
workshop with two or three others from their project. The group work gave them opportunity to 
fine-tune their approaches at the beginning of the projects. 

 
The first day of the workshops was 
devoted to training for the NGOs, 
and the second day was on 
improving their interaction with the 
media. CARS brought in Zoya 
Kazanzhy, a journalist from 
Ukraine, who facilitated the last 
CARS Advocacy-Media Workshop 
(in November) to provide 
facilitation. During the first day the 
NGOs identified problems that they 
have in working with the media, 
and the trainer, Zoya Kazanzhy 
gave practical exercises that taught 
them how to better present their 

activities. The participants learned that the public and the media are not interested in the details of a 
“project” as much as they are interested in the “so what?” for their communities. Through group 
work the participants identified the “so what?” of their project, learned to speak in language that 
non-specialists understand, and identified emotionally gripping content for engaging the media. The 
second day in working with the media and NGOs together allowed the NGOs to test out their new 
approaches and receive more feedback from the media. The media was able to use the contacts with 
NGOs to generate stories about civic advocacy.  
 
One important lesson learned for participants of the advocacy-media workshops was the importance 
of understanding your audience. Each project learned that they have various audiences. Further, 
they learned how to target messages for these different audiences. They also learned that making 
compromises is vital to success, and this can be done by determining mutual needs. As one 
participant said on his training evaluation: “You made us think differently” (Sadyk, Osh). 
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MEDIA 
 
CARS Media Grants Competition 
On March 3, an Internews jury met to review the proposals and select winning projects from among 
34 submitted proposals. As a result, 16 projects were recommended for funding: 
 

 Project        Applicant 

1. “tv.kloop.kg” – video blogging, 
podcasting & a series of TV programs 
for young journalists and bloggers 

Kloop Media (Bishkek) 

2. “Youth for healthy lifestyle” – a series 
of articles on youth issues   

Newspaper Za ugol’ (Kyzyl-kia) 

3. “Tala tartysh” (“Dispute”) – a series 
of radio programs on youth issues 

Radio station Kyrgyzstan Obondoru 
(Bishkek)  

4. “New people” – series of radio and 
TV programs on youth issues 

Radio station Novaya Volna in partnership 
with radio station Europa-Asia and TV 
station Channel 39 (Bishkek)  

5. “The fifth element” – series of TV 
programs on youth issues  

Production studio Raketa Media (Bishkek)   

6. “Turpokhod” – series of TV programs 
on youth issues 

Television station NTS (Bishkek) 

7. “The problem of drinking water in 
rural areas” – a series of articles 

Journalist Gulzat Gazieva, newspaper Osh 
Shamy (Osh)   

8. “Nine steps against corruption in the 
education system” – a series of articles

Newspaper Kutbilim (Bishkek) 

9. “Mezgil Kadamy” – a series of TV 
programs on socio-economic issues 

Television station Piramida (Bishkek) 

10 A series of articles and events on 
youth issues 

Newspaper Daban (Talas) 

11 Discussion club and series of 
publications on school education 

Newspaper Dlya Vas (Bishkek) 

12 “Biz Katarda” – a series of TV talk-
shows 

Batken Media Resource Center (Batken) 

13 “You are not alone!” – a series of TV 
programs and events to help orphaned 
children 

Television stations NTS (Bishkek) 

14 “Improving legal literacy among the 
population in the south of Kyrgyzstan” 
– a series of articles  

Bulletin “Rights for all” published by the 
Spravedlivost’ human rights NGO (Osh)   

15 “Defending the rights of citizens” – 
creation of www.pravo.tazar.kg    

Media Consulting Foundation (Bishkek) 

16 “Sayapker” – a student-produced 
documentary film 

Aidos Toktobaev, Manas Kyrgyz-Turkish 
University (Bishkek) 

 
The jury met twice to discuss these projects, and Internews staff negotiated final budgets, activities 
and equipment procurement with each of potential grant recipients. Launch of these projects is 
currently pending and will depend on availability of funds following Pact’s approval of the new 
reduced Internews CARS budget. 
  
All other CARS media projects continued on schedule during this reporting period. Updates on 
each, as of March 31, are as follows: 
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• The production studio DDD produced six 30-minute talk shows this quarter in the series 

The Migrant has Returned Home. The topics addressed in the program included: medical 
assistance to migrants injured during their employment abroad; effects of labor migration on 
Kyrgyz culture and language; children of labor migrants; medical workers from Kyrgyzstan 
abroad. In all of the shows, DDD had guests in the studio.  

 
The program is aired every Friday during primetime at 6pm on TV channel Keremet in Osh, 
with a repeat broadcast the following week. 

 
• Newspaper Dlya Vas publishes a monthly insert “The Road Home.” Three inserts were 

published during this reporting period. Many of them told individual life stories of labor 
migrants from Kyrgyzstan. For instance, there was one story about a woman from Kyzyl-
Kia, a city in the south, who left the country as a labor migrant and returned with a physical 
disability. The story discussed medical assistance and rehabilitation for returning labor 
migrants. Another article focused on a happier story – a woman from the Kemin region 
recognized her missing son on one of the photographs of labor migrants published in the 
newspaper.  

 
Several other articles published during this reporting period contained interviews with 
various officials including the deputy head of the State Committee on Migration and Labor 
and the third secretary of the consular section at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. These and 
other interviews were based on letters and phone calls that the newspaper received from its 
readers asking specific questions.  
 
It is worth noting that the newspaper has been able to increase its readership thanks to this 
insert – 50 copies of the publication are now being purchased every month by Kyrgyz Temir 
Zholu, the state railroad company, for distribution to its train passengers, many of whom are 
either labor migrants headed abroad or returnees coming back home.   

 
• In January and February, Dlya Vas also published a dedicated page with articles on land 

reform. This series, entitled “Your right to land,” has proven particularly popular with the 
readership, and in March the newspaper and Internews agreed to extend the one-page format 
to a fuller monthly insert version.  

 
Articles published during this entire reporting period continued to follow the nationwide 
advocacy campaign on land reform implemented by LARC, an NGO receiving a subgrant 
from Pact under CARS. Many of the articles also discussed relevant normative acts, such as 
property registration provisions, responding to the many questions that the newspaper has 
been receiving from readers in this regard.     
 

• The radio station Kyrgyzstan Obondaru produced and aired 11 weekly Kyrgyz-language 
programs Tuulgan Zher this quarter. The 60-minute program is broadcast every Tuesday at 
6pm. Among other topics, programs aired during this reporting period included stories about 
the effects of the economic crisis on labor migration flows, particularities of labor 
migration in the US, France, Turkey and Italy, and discussion about the reasons that force 
people to leave their homeland as labor migrants.  

 
All programs are produced in an interactive manner with live guests in the studio responding 
to phone calls and text messages from the audience. Overall, 32 phone calls were aired 
during the programs this quarter, along with 58 text messages. These numbers are a bit 
lower than those reported during previous quarters – this is due to the improved screening 
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process before these calls and text messages are aired. There are fewer of them now, but 
they are all on the topic.  

 
• Independent journalist Gulchechak Gafarova published eight articles on labor migration in 

newspapers Itogi Nedeli and Ekho Osha – four in Russian and four in Kyrgyz languages. 
One of the stories – about the woman from Kyzyl-Kia who returned home with a physical 
disability after having worked abroad – was also re-published in the newspaper Dlya Vas 
(see above). After this particular article, Itogi Nedeli received a phone call from one of the 
charities in Osh offering financial and medical assistance to this woman.  

 
Other articles addressed reader concerns about the increasing flow of return migrants due 
to the global economic crisis. The journalist interviewed a variety of experts on this issue 
including a legal specialist of the NGO “Ferghana Valley Lawyers without Borders,” head 
of the pension department of the Osh Social Fund, and head of the Osh regional office of the 
NGO “Network of help centers for labor migrants.” Several of the articles also covered the 
activities of the Eurasia Foundation of Central Asia, recipient of a subgrant from Pact to 
implement the nationwide advocacy campaign on labor migration under CARS. These and 
other materials were re-published on the popular website www.ferghana.ru.     

 
• Radio station Almaz-Naryn produced 11 weekly 40-minute programs titled “You have 

promised us” looking at the work of local keneshes and elected officials. The programs 
included numerous interviews with the members of Naryn municipal and regional keneshes 
discussing issues such as clean water, roads, municipal transportation, public utilities, 
sanitation problems at the bazaars, schools and others. The program is aired every 
Wednesday at 1:15pm.    

 
• The newspaper Moskovsky Komsomolets published 11 articles looking at three CARS 

advocacy topics this quarter: access to information, transparency of the parliament, and land 
reform. These articles covered topics such as property disputes among land owners; 
legislative activity in the Jogorku Kenesh on issues of labor migration including 
amendments to the laws “On external migration” and “On external labor migration”; the 
World Bank project on land and asset registration; controversial amendments to the law “On 
noncommercial organizations”; results of the negotiations between the government and the 
political opposition, and others. Many of these articles also covered the work of the NGOs 
receiving subgrants from Pact to implement advocacy campaigns on CARS topics.  

 
• Journalist Asyl Osmonalieva launched a series of articles looking at the work of Jogorku 

Kenesh (“transparency of the parliament”). This quarter, seven articles were published in 
the newspaper Obschestvennyi Reiting, with many of them re-published online at 
www.tazar.kg, a popular news website. The articles focused on issues of corruption and 
lobbying; addressing letters and petitions to the parliament; populism and popularity; party 
politics; the right of citizens to participate in the legislative activity, and others. These 
articles have extensive readership since Obschestvennyi Reiting’s circulation is 3,500, the 
newspaper is distributed throughout the entire country, and its website www.pr.kg is visited 
by more than 30,000 readers every month.     

 
• TV station Piramida, one of the leading channels in Bishkek, launched a live talk show 

Mezgil Kadamy in February. The 40-minute program is broadcast live in Kyrgyz and then 
edited to a 25-30-minute version for the satellite channel supported by Internews under a 
different USAID-funded project. In February-March, Piramida produced 10 programs. All 
of them focused on important social and political issues specifically highlighting and 
analyzing the work of the national parliament and the local municipality.  
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• Production studio Kovcheg finished its first film in a series of ten 30-minute documentaries 

(five in Kyrgyz and five in Russian). It is planned that all of them will address a wider topic 
of “the country and the state,” looking at personal stories of ordinary people against the 
background of Kyrgyzstan’s statehood. The first film focuses on the story of Evgeni 
Gumennik, a classical musician, composer and formerly professor at the State Conservatory. 
The film shows Gumennik, now an older man, earning a meager living as he plays his violin 
on the streets of Bishkek.  

 
It is worth noting that the documentaries produced by Kovcheg will all be filmed by student 
filmmakers. For each production, Kovcheg announces a call for entries among young 
aspiring filmmakers, selects best ideas and then works with the winners as they implement 
the project. The film about Evgeni Gumennik, for instance, is a debut for director Ermek 
Ibraimov.       
 

• Television station NBT, a popular Bishkek city channel, launched the production of the talk 
show Gorozhane (“City dwellers”) in February. The 30-minute program airs four times a 
week in Kyrgyz focusing on city issues such as public utility system, transportation, 
health care, pensions for the elderly, etc. The project was launched in February, and 
Internews has scheduled an onsite residency at NBT to help the station improve the quality 
of production. Trainers Erzhan Suleimenov, head of the news department at Channel 31 
(Almaty), and Alika Karabaeva, Internews’ own trainer and media grants manager, will 
work with the NBT production crew in April.    

 
Television Production 
ElTR produced and aired 12 weekly El Kenesh programs during this reporting period addressing 
issues of the new Tax Code, ecology, book publishing, return migration, agriculture, and others. 
Tair Tursunaliev, Internews’ program coordinator in the south, continues to work with ElTR on 
program production, attending production meetings and helping with camera work and editing. 
Next quarter, ElTR plans to launch 10 new topics and also move El Kenesh to a better time slot – 
starting in April, the program will air at 7:25pm on Thursdays.   
 
Radio Production  
In February, Pact extended Association of Radio and Television’s project – production of the 30-
minute program Asman – and Internews continued to work with ART’s six regional radio stations 
that produce and air the stories. The stations participating in the project now are Tatina (Karabalta), 
Volna Issyk-Kulya (former LW, Karakol), Radiomost (Talas), Almaz (Naryn), Radio Salam 
(Batken) and Almaz Yug (Osh).  
  
The list of CARS advocacy campaign topics that Asman will cover has now been expanded from 
four to eight, giving the journalists a wider variety of stories to pursue. The following specific 
topics were covered during this reporting period, among others:  
 

• A debate between student leaders in Batken on key issues affecting the youth in the region – 
the listeners selected the winning side in the debate by voting via text messaging;  

• Rights of the disabled – personal story of a young man in Karabalta who continues to find 
joy in life despite his sudden disability; 

• Rights of single parents in the absence of state assistance – personal story of a single mother 
who is raising two children, both of whom suffer from serious illnesses; 

• Rights of the elderly living at nursing homes.  
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Overall, 38 programs were aired by the six stations (7 in February and 31 in March), with a 
combined total of 102 calls and 19 text messages from listeners aired during the programs.  
 
Technical Support and Training 
This quarter, Internews held three training events: a seminar for Asman radio production on 
February 25-March 1, a seminar for young newspaper reporters on March 10-14, and a seminar for 
TV editors and cameramen on March 16-20. Another two seminars – joint events for media and 
NGOs working on CARS advocacy topics – were organized together with Pact on March 16-17 
(Osh) and March 19-20 (Bishkek). 
 
Seminar on ART’s radio production of Asman  
On February 20-25, Internews hosted trainer Elena Uporova back in Bishkek to conduct her third 
seminar on ART’s production of Asman. The first two seminars were held back in September 
2007 and February 2008, and they focused on building techniques for producing an interactive talk-
show on socially important topics, developing story ideas, interviewing guests and anchoring the 
programs. Now, since the launch of new CARS advocacy campaign topics and several changes in 
the lineup of regional stations participating in the project, Uporova was back to work with the 
journalists – a mixed group of experienced Asman reporters working on the program since its very 
start and new journalists from new stations just joining the project.   
 
Eight journalists (7 women, 1 man) working on Asman gathered at Internews’ Bishkek office for 
the seminar. They came representing Radio Tatina (Karabalta), Volna Issyk-Kulya (Karakol), 
Radiomost (Talas), Almaz (Naryn), Salam (Batken) and Almaz Yug (Osh). Uporova, the trainer, 
concentrated much of her work with Asman journalists on sources of news and information for their 
stories, including materials from both traditional and online media (local web sites, blogs, forums, 
etc.). Since Asman is a talk show built on interviews with guests in the studio, Uporova also focused 
on interview techniques, guest selection and interaction with the audience. The journalists were 
engaged in a series of interactive exercises where they had to interview each other (the topic was 
“Kyrgyz youth: users or losers?”) as well as do a real talk show with real guests – Maksim 
Kuleshov, a human rights activist, and Roman Milovatsky, director of ART.   
 
Using these and other materials, seminar participants produced six multi-media packages (audio, 
text, photographs and sound bites) and made them available online. They also produced three audio 
packages with real interviews and stories for Asman – the stories were titled “No electricity,” “IT 
Kyrgyzstan” and “In pursuit of truth.”        
 
Reviewing the programs produced to date and the performance of each individual Asman journalist, 
Uporova noted that many of them get nervous in front of an audience and studio guests. Many do 
not try hard enough to find interesting information and do a superficial job at that as a result. In her 
recommendations, Uporova proposed to engage more than one journalist from a given station in the 
program in order to give them an opportunity to discuss ideas with each other and work as a team to 
produce better-quality content. In the meantime, the program clearly has leaders among the 
journalists, and Uporova suggested ways of encouraging their further professional growth.  
  
Seminar for young newspaper reporters  
On March 10-14, Ukrainian trainer Zoya Kazanzhy, who had done a joint training for NGOs and 
media working on CARS advocacy campaign topics back in November 2008, came back to lead 
another seminar, now for young newspaper and online journalists. Internews had 60 applications 
for 16 available spots from students eager to participate in the seminar. The 16 selected participants 
were all third and forth year students from various journalism faculties in Bishkek, Talas and 
Karakol, as well as beginner journalists with professional experience of under 2 years (7 male, 8 
female). Several of these young journalists have already or will soon start their work on CARS 
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media grant projects that are funded by Internews – this includes two reporters for newspapers Dlya 
Vas and Moskovsky Komsomolets, three bloggers from Kloop.kg (including a 16-year-old reporter 
who covers the Jogorku Kenesh), and one reporter for the online news agency Tazar.kg.    
 
Kazanzhy, the trainer, structured the seminar in a way that combined theory and practice via 
interactive exercises and games, and, as one of the participants noted in her final evaluation, 
“interactive exercises were really useful – they allowed to get beyond conventional thinking and 
broaden the horizon.” For the younger audience in Kyrgyzstan, “broadening the horizon” proved 
to be a goal in and of itself even at a journalism seminar. In the end, many participants said that 
much of what they learned from Kazanzhy was more than just the skills of reporting – many cited a 
changed worldview. Some of it had to do with a new recognition that came during the seminar that 
successful reporting depends on knowing your target audience and presenting the same news and 
information differently to different groups. In other cases, simply working and doing journalism 
together with other bright young minds from across the country was a challenge.  
 
It is worth mentioning that this seminar was co-funded by Internews’ newest media training project, 
funded by the Department of State’s Bureau for Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, , that seeks 
to bridge the gap between journalism education at universities and demands of the real professional 
world of media. The project specifically targets students and younger journalists, and Internews will 
continue to work with many of this seminar’s participants through contined mentorship and 
coaching.       
 
Seminar for TV editors and camera people  
Many television stations implementing projects funded via CARS media grants had been asking 
Internews to work with their technical personnel in order to improve the quality of their production. 
Internews responded to these requests by bringing an experienced trainer, Galymzhan Sagyndykov, 
formerly technical director at Internews in Almaty and now technical director at DNK, one of the 
largest distributors of professional video equipment in the region, to work with 8 select TV editors 
and camera people (7 male, 1 female) on March 16-20. The eight participants represented Bishkek, 
Osh, Naryn, Karakol and Batken-based stations, and again the emphasis was on younger 
professionals.  
 
During the seminar, the participants learned various editing software, worked with the cameras to 
get the best quality picture (contrast, resolution, focus), and discussed the importance of proper 
lighting in the studio, among other topics. By the end of the seminar, it became apparent that these 
types of skills-oriented trainings are in high demand in Kyrgyzstan since the editors and camera 
people have nowhere else to learn these skills from.   
  
 
IV. Comparison of Planned and Actual Accomplishments 
Planned activities were accomplished. 
 
V. Monitoring 

For this quarter, data is available for 6 indicators, of Pact Kyrgyzstan’s PMP plan. (See Attachment 
4). 

(1.2) Number of phone calls calling in to talk shows sponsored by the project.  Unit of 
measurement is number of phone calls (including text messages) in to radio programs sponsored by 
the project. The data from January-March, 211 phone calls in total were received by radio 
programs sponsored by the project, which included 134 on–air phone calls and 77 SMS text 
messages: 
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# Topic # calls\sms 
1 Migration 95 

2 Land deeds 17 

3 
Anticorruption reform in 
education 6 

4 Information access 5 

5 Rights of the disabled 7 

6 Rights of the elderly 11 
7 Youth politics 41 
8 Utility system 29 

Total 211 
 
 (1.3) Number of individuals participating in CARS campaigns. Unit of Measurement is 
individuals.  To be measured by sub-grantees on their projects. In this quarter 2226 people  from 
all regions of Kyrgyzstan participated in round tables, discussion groups and other activities.  
Number of individuals participating in CARS campaigns from all regions: 
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(2.1)  Number of staff working on CARS advocacy campaigns that demonstrates increased 
knowledge of advocacy techniques and strategies.  Unit of Measurement is staff of CSOs.  Pre-
test and post-tests were given before and after advocacy trainings to develop a baseline and to 
determine knowledge acquisition.  In January –March, 48 staff of CSOs funded by CARS 
participated in advocacy training.  Pre-test average score was 25%, and post-test was 92%.  
Overall the level of knowledge of participants was increased by 252%. 
In March, 34 staff of CSOs funded by CARS participated in NGOs and Media training. 
 
(2.3) Number of substantive advocacy contacts between CARS funded CSOs and policy-
makers on CARS identified topics.  Substantive contact is defined as face to face and non-face to 
face interactions, public hearings, petitions, white papers and participation in other public fora.  85 
substantive contacts were made between CARS funded NGOs and policy makers, substantive 
contacts were both face to face and non-face to face (by official letters): 
# Topic # face to face # letters 
1 Migration 12   
2 Land deeds 1   
3 Parliament  10   
4 Anticorruption reform in education 6 15
5 Freedom of movement 5   
6 Rights of the elderly 22 10
7 Water users' rights 4   

  Total 60 25
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(3.1) Number of mechanisms (by type) supported by the project for citizens to articulate 
positions on key policy reforms. Mechanisms are written and non-written (by type) for citizens to 
articulate on key policy reforms. Written mechanisms include newsletters, pamphlets (pamphlets in 
this indicator are counted as two different notes, the first one is pamphlet for the people and the 
second one is for the policy makers) and petitions (petitions in this indicator are counted as number 
of appeals by citizens to the policy makers.) Non-written mechanisms include forums, round-tables, 
radio programs and TV programs. The unit of measure is newsletters, pamphlets, petitions, forums, 
round-tables, radio programs, TV programs. In this quarter 13 kinds of mechanisms were used:   
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Table of mechanisms supported by the project for citizens to articulate positions on key policy 
reforms: 

№ Mechanisms 
Tota
l 

Land 
deeds 

Migratio
n 

Parliamen
t  

Rights of 
the 
elderly 

Anticorruptio
n reform in 
education 

Freedom 
of 
movemen
t 

Wate
r 
users' 
rights 

1 Round tables 22     20     1 1 

2 
Community 
meetings 8       8       

3 Discussion groups 47 43     4       

4 

Press-
session\conferenc
e 3 1       1   1 

5 Conference 1   1           
6 TV programs 13 7 1     5     
7 Radio programs 4 2       1   1 
8 Social ads 3 3             

9 Phone hot line 2 
1 (220 
calls)         

1 (13 
calls)   

10 Petitions 23     
20 (510 
signatures) 

3 (179 
signatures
)       

11 
Information 
materials 9 4 1     3   1 

12 Pres releases 4       1 1 1 1 
13 Articles 69 26 17 13 6 1 3 3 
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(4.1) Number of new radio and TV episodes allowing public debate.  Radio and Television 
programming include “public-political” programs that are talk shows and analytical programs.  For 
this quarter 52 new TV episodes and 60 radio episodes were produced. 
# Topic # programs 
1 Migration 13 
2 Land deeds 5 

3 
Anticorruption reform in 
education 1 

4 Information access 1 
5 Rights of the disabled 1 
6 Rights of the elderly 8 
7 Youth politics 15 
8 Utility system 16 

Total 60 
 
# TV station # talk shows 
1 ELTR 12 
2 NBT 24 
3 Pyramid 10 
4 DDD (Osh region) 6 

  Total 52 
 
VI. Activities Planned for Next Quarter 
ADVOCACY 

• Conduct pre-award organizational and financial risk assessments (MPCATs) for each of 
the selected youth initiatives projects; 

• Negotiate and sign awards for youth initiatives projects; 
• 2-day youth initiatives training/workshop for new grantees to improve project 

conceptualization, management, leadership skills, and coordination with other projects; 
• Grantee coordination meeting; 
• Financial training for new grantees; 
• Field visits of Pact program, monitoring, and financial staff; 
• Visits of grantees to Pact office for technical assistance; 
• Arrange consultant visit on questions of grantee need, based on March needs 

assessment; 
• Provide ongoing technical assistance to grantees on event planning, advocacy 

instruments, survey taking, thematic expertise and informational techniques; 
• CIPE to identify appropriate partners/ consultants to assist Pact grantees with coalition-

building strategy and advocacy skills, negotiate and coordinate visits and programs of 
partners/consultants to Bishkek;  

 
MEDIA ACTIVITIES  

• Budget and project reduction and modification 
• Launch of new Media Grant projects  
• Monitoring of the ongoing CARS Media Grants  
• Residency at ElTR & monitoring of production  
• Residency at NBT television station 
• Work with ART on Asman production 
• Monitoring of the ART subgrant, technical consultations with program staff, assistance 

with production  
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• Continuous needs assessment, technical assistance and potential training/on-site 
residencies to print, TV and radio stations receiving small grants 

VII. Factors Affecting Performance/Issues Requiring Support from USAID 
None. 
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Attachments 
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Attachment 1 
TARGETS AND ACTUAL RESULTS 

BASELINE DATA 
2007 2008 2009 2010 PERFORMANCE 

INDICATOR 

INDICATOR 
DEFINITION AND UNIT 

OF MEASUREMENT YEAR VALUE Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target 
Responsible 

RESULT STATEMENT  
Objective 1:  Increased citizen participation in policy making 

1.1 Number of 
advocacy 
campaigns 
funded by 
CARS 
project 

1.1 Unit of Measurement 
is campaigns 
 
 

       3  3 Pact 

1.2 Number of 
phone calls 
calling in to 
call-in talk 
shows 
sponsored by 
the project  

1.2 Unit of Measurement 
is number of phone calls 
in to radio programs 
sponsored by the project 
Includes SMS 
Baseline –calls in first 
quarter 

  

Radio: 
3  
 
 
 

Radio: 7  
 
 
 

Radio: 
411 
calls 
 

Radio: 
336 (2 
on-air 
calls per 
each of 
168 
planned 
programs
) 
 
 
 
 

Radio: 
574 
calls 
 

Radio: 
336 (2 
on-air 
calls per 
each of 
168 
program) 
 
 
 
 

 

Radio: 
112 (2 
on-air 
calls per 
each of 
168 
program) 
 
 
 
 

Internews 

1.3 Number of  
individuals 
participating 
in CARS 
campaigns 

1.3 Unit of Measurement 
is individuals.  To be 
measured by sub-grantees 
on their projects.  
Disaggregate data by 
gender. 

    0 700 2464 700  700 Pact sub-
grantees 
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TARGETS AND ACTUAL RESULTS 
BASELINE DATA 

2007 2008 2009 2010 PERFORMANCE 
INDICATOR 

INDICATOR 
DEFINITION AND UNIT 

OF MEASUREMENT YEAR VALUE Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target 
Responsible 

 
RESULT STATEMENT  
Objective 2: Increased capacity of CSOs to articulate positions on key policy issues 

2.1 Number of 
staff working on 
CARS advocacy 
campaigns that 
demonstrates 
increased 
knowledge of 
advocacy 
techniques and 
strategies 

2.1 Unit of Measurement 
is staff of CSO’s. Pre-test 
and post-tests to be given 
before and after advocacy 
trainings to deveolop a 
baseline and to determine 
knowledge acquisition.  
At the end of projects in 
depth interviews will be 
used to assess the use of 
advocacy techniques and 
strategies in the 
implementation of each 
advocacy campaign.  

2008 
Pre-test 
Post-test 
Increase of 
knowledge 
 
2009 
Pre-test 
Post-test 
Increase of 
knowledge 
 
2010 
 

25% 
81% 
243% 
 
 
 
27,5% 
89% 
209% 
 
TBD 

  43 10 98 15  5 Pact 

2.2 Number of 
documented 
policy changes in 
key reform areas 
supported by the 
project 

2.2 Documented policy 
change is defined as 
written legislature, 
decrees or other 
government mandated 
changes on reform issues 
supported by the project. 

     1  1  1 Pact 

2.3 Number of 
substantive 
advocacy 
contacts between 
CARS funded  
CSOs and policy-
makers on CARS 
identified topics 

2.3 Substantive contact is 
defined as face to face 
and non-face to face 
interactions, public 
hearings, petitions, white 
papers and participation 
in other public fora.  
 

    2 4 91 10  10 Pact 
subgrantees 
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TARGETS AND ACTUAL RESULTS BASELINE DATA 2007 2008 2009 2010 PERFORMANC
E INDICATOR 

INDICATOR 
DEFINITION AND 

UNIT OF 
MEASUREMENT YEAR VALUE Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target Actual Target 

Responsible 

RESULT STATEMENT  
Objective 3:  Increased opportunities for citizens to articulate positions on key policy issues 

3.1 Number 
mechanisms 
(by type) 
supported by 
the project for 
citizens to 
articulate 
positions on 
key policy 
reforms 
 

3.1 Unit of 
Measurement is 
newsletters, 
pamphlets, petitions, 
forums, round-tables, 
radio programs, TV 
programs 
 

  

Radio: 
4 
progra
ms 
 
Other: 
2 

Radio: 7 
programs 
 
Other: 2 

Radio: 
212 
Progrms  
 
TV: 
8 
Other: 
6 
articles 
 

Radio: 
180  
programs 
TV: 20  
programs 
Other: 2 

Radio: 
187 programs 
TV:  
85 programs 
Other: 
100 articles, 
4 press releases 
29 round tables, 
48 discussion 
group,  
8 community 
meetings, 
1 conference, 
3 press-session, 
3 social ads, 
2 phone hot 
line, 
23 petitions, 
9 information 
materials 

Radio: 
180  
program
s 
TV: 25  
program
s  
Other:4 

 

Radio: 
60 
progra
ms 
TV: 8  
progra
ms  
Other: 
2 

Pact 
Internews 

RESULT STATEMENT 
Objective 4:  Increase availability of information/public debate 
 
4.1 Number of 
new radio and 
TV episodes 
allowing public 
debate 

 
4.1 Unit of 
Measurement is TV 
and radio episodes 
Baseline taken 
from count of 
“public-political 
programs” on 
national TV for 
year of 2007. 

 
2007 
 
 

 
83 TV 
programs 
 

 
 
Radio: 4 
progr-s 
 
 

 
 
Radio: 7 
programs 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Radio: 
212 
Progr-s  
 
 
TV: 
8 
 

 
 
Radio: 
180 
programs 
TV: 20 
programs 
 

 
Radio: 
164 
programs 
TV: 
65 programs 
 
 

 
Radio: 
180 
progra
ms 
TV: 25 
progra
ms 
 

  
Radio: 
60 
progra
ms 
TV: 8 
progra
ms 
 

 
Internews 
Pact 
 
 

Civ
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Attachment 2 – List of Grantees 
SECTION I.  ADVOCACY 

NAME OF 
ORGANIZATION  

START DATE  
OF THE 
PROJECT 

LOCATION  TOPIC 

1. Association of Civil Society 
Support Centers (ACSSC) 

September 2, 2008  Bishkek, 
 7 oblasts 

Increasing Openness 
and Transparency of the 
Parliament’s Law-
Making Activity  
 

2. Eurasia Foundation Central 
Asia (EFCA) 

August  15, 2008  Bishkek,  
7 oblasts 

Improvement of 
conditions for Kyrgyz 
migrant laborers 
returning to their native 
country  

3.  LARC Oct 7, 2008 Bishkek  Improving Registration 
Procedures for Land 
Deeds and Improving 
Legislation on the Legal 
Regulation of Land 
Registration Issues  
 

4. Fergana Valley Lawyers      
Without Borders 

January 6, 2009 Osh Protection of Freedom 
of Movement  
 

5. Golden Goal  January 6, 2009 Osh  Anticorruption Reform 
in Education Sector  
 

6.  NGO Support Coordination   
Center 

January 12, 2009 Jalalabat Protection of Water 
Users’ Rights  
 

7. Insan-Leilek  January 2009 Batken  Defense of the rights 
and interests of the 
elderly in Batken and 
Osh Oblasts  

8. Nash Vzglyad March 10, 2009 Osh  Promotion of a healthy 
lifestyle among youth in 
Osh and Jalalabad cities 
of Kyrgyzstan 
(Osh and Jalalabad 
Oblasts) 

9.  The Union of Farmers of Talas 
Oblast  
 

March 10, 2009 Talas  
 
 
 
 

Advocacy campaign 
aimed at involving local 
communities into the 
decision-making 
process of public policy 
development on the 
regulation of mining 
companies’ operations 
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10. Nash Dom  March 16, 2009 Bishkek  Advocating for an 
amendment to the Law 
on State Registration of 
Rights to Immovable 
Property and 
Transactions 
 

11. Daanishman Jumgal Kabary  March 26, 2009 Chaek village, 
Naryn oblast  

Improvement of the 
quality of education in 
schools through 
strengthened civil 
monitoring involving 
public in Jumgalski 
rayon 

12. Luch Solomona  April 6, 2009  Osh  Protection of citizens’ 
rights in healthcare 
institutions  
 

13. Ravenstvo  April 14, 2009 Karakol  Equal rights – from 
words to actions  
 

 
 
 
SECTION II. MEDIA 
 

NAME OF 
ORGANIZATION  

START DATE  
OF THE 
PROJECT 

LOCATION  TOPIC 

1. ART  February 19, 2009  Bishkek Asman 
 
 

2. ELTR  July  7, 2009 Osh El Keneshi  
 

INTERNEWS  
 
1. Europa Media Group (radio 
station Kyrgyzstan Obondoru) 
 

May 14, 2008 Bishkek Migration 
 

2. Production studio DDD 
 

May 14, 2008 Osh  Migration 
 

3. Production studio DDD 
 

November1, 2008 Osh Land reform 
 

4. Newspaper "Dlya Vas" 
 

June10, 2008 Bishkek Migration 
 

5. Newspaper "Dlya Vas" 
 

November 1, 2008 Bishkek Land reform 
 

6. Gulchechak Gafarova, 
independent journalist 
 

May14, 2008 Osh Migration 
 

7. Production studio Aeroplan,  June1, 2008 Bishkek Migration 
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8. Radio station Almaz Naryn 
 

November 1, 2008 Naryn Transparency of the 
work of local 
authorities/parliament 
 

9. Newspaper "Moskovsky 
Komsomolets" 
 

November 1, 2008 Bishkek Access to information, 
parliament, land 
reform 
 
 

10. Asyl Osmonalieva, 
independent journalist,  
 

Nov1, 2008 Bishkek Transparency of the 
work of local 
authorities/parliament 
 

 
11. Production studio Kovcheg 
 

 
January 23, 2009 

 
Bishkek 

 
Transparency of the 
work of local 
authorities/parliament 
 

 
12. TV station NBT 

 
February 2, 2009 

 
Bishkek 

 
Transparency of the 
work of city authorities 
 

 
 13. TV station Piramida 
 

 
February 5, 2009 

 
Bishkek 

Transparency of the 
work of local 
authorities/parliament 

14.  Kyrgyz-Turkish University 
"Manas" 
 

February18, 2009 Bishkek Youth 
 

15. Radio station “Novays volna”, 
with TRK “Europe Asia”  
 

April, 2009 Bishkek Youth 

16. “Raketa-media” April, 2009  Bishkek Youth 
 

17. TV station NTS April, 2009  Bishkek Healthy lifestyle 
 

18. Kyrgyz-Turkish University 
"Manas" 
 

April, 2009  Bishkek Youth  

19. PF "Kloop Media" 
 

April, 2009 Bishkek Internet 

20. Batken Resource Center mass-
media with NTRK 
 

April, 2009 Batken Youth  

21. TV station NTS April 2009  Bishkek Rights of the children, 
with limited 
posibilities 

22. Newspaper “Daban” April 2009  Talas  Healthy lifestyle of 
youth  

23. Newspaper “Kutbilim” April 2009 Bishkek  Corruption in the 
sphere of education  

24. Newspaper “Dlya vas”  April 2009 Bishkek Quality of a high 
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education  
25. Foundation of mediaconsulting 
development in Central Asia  
 

April 2009  Bishkek   
Citizens rights 

26. Radio station “Kyrgyzstan 
Obondoru”  

April 2009  Bishkek Citizens rights  

27. Human rights organization “ 
Sparavedlivost’”, Pravo dlya 
vseh”, bulletin  

April 2009 Osh Citizens rights 
 
 
 

28. Newspaper “ Za ugol’” April 2009  Kyz-Kia Healthy lifestyle of 
youth  

29. Journalist Gulzat Gazieva 
“Osh shami” newspaper  

April 2009  Osh  Citizens rights 
 
 

30. TRK “ Piramida”  July 2009 Bishkek Project continuation  
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