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I. GENERAL FRAMEWORK 
 
The substantive activities implemented during the reporting period (January-March) consisted of contact with the counterpart organizations to work out the 
details of the actions programmed for implementation in the 2008 work plan and the production and dissemination of publications and specialized information. 
 
At the request of the Foundation for the Comprehensive Rehabilitation of Victims of Violence (PRIVA) and the Central University of Ecuador, the IIHR co-
sponsored the event “International Seminar on the Istanbul Protocol: medical, psychological and legal aspects of torture” and took part in one of the round 
tables at the seminar. Two officials from the project took part and on 27 March a round table took place to present book Atención integral a víctimas de tortura 
en procesos de litigio. Aportes psicosociales, produced by the IIHR based on the project’s conceptual and methodological output. The experts who took part in 
the activity, which was moderated by Wilman Terán of the Institute of International Sciences, were Carolina Baltodano, on behalf of the IIHR; Jorge Escobar, 
adviser to Ecuador’s Constitutional Court; Rommel Jurado, Executive Secretary of the Truth Commission; and Italo Rojas, the representative of the Organizing 
Committee. All the experts agreed that the book produced by the IIHR was a major contribution to the defense of human rights, particularly because it provides 
tools for interdisciplinary work and for providing comprehensive support to victims during Truth and Justice processes. 
 
This activity was also used to prepare the national workshop due to be held in Ecuador (in Quito) as part of the 2008 work plan. The project’s representatives 
met with the possible counterparts for the workshop (the PRIVA Foundation and the Ecumenical Human Rights Commission (CEDHU) and a member of 
Ecuador’s Truth Commission. They also assessed the logistical and technical conditions for implementing the workshop. 
 
The national workshops due to be held in March in Ecuador and Venezuela had to be rescheduled for September because the workload of the counterpart 
organizations was so heavy that they could not focus on the workshops during the first quarter of the year. However, initial contacts were made and a 
preliminary list of possible participants is being drawn up. The dates for the workshops are also being discussed; they will be held during the second quarter of 
the year (April-July). 
 
As a result, the sub-regional workshop in Ecuador also had to be pushed back, since the methodology calls for it to be held at least two months after the 
national workshops, so the participants have sufficient time and input to prepare their presentations for the sub-regional workshop. The latter will take place 
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during the second half of the year, probably in November. This development also affects the dates for the Capacitaciones nacionales y subregionales 
publication, which will draw on the inputs generated at the sub-regional workshops. Therefore, the process of preparing the publication will continue throughout 
the year. 
 
Another change in the schedule of activities is the presentation of the book Aportes psicosociales at the Inter-American Court, in San Jose, Costa Rica. 
Originally, the activity was due to take place in February but the IAHR Court was obliged to hear a large number of cases and the judges asked that the 
presentation be postponed until the next session, which will probably be held in May, also at the Court’s headquarters.  
 
Finally, the start of the online tutored course “The protection of the right to personal integrity and the prohibition of torture in the inter-American and universal 
human rights protection systems,” scheduled for June, was reprogrammed for October. The process of inviting people to apply and then selecting the 
participants will begin in July. This will enable people who are currently taking the self-taught course (which has the same syllabus but no tutor or specific time 
frame for completion) to finish it during the first half of the year and apply for the tutored course. Some 336 people in 24 countries are currently taking the self-
taught course. 

 
 
USAID INDICADORS: 
 

1. Number of people benefiting from USG-supported social services. (if possible, state #men & #women) 
Achieved in FY-2007 (Oct ’06 – Sep ’07): 50 
Target for FY-2008 (Oct’07 – Sep ’08):  15 
Para el año fiscal 2008, está proyectado trabajar con 3 casos usando la metodología psicojurídca.  Esto implica una proyección de al menos 15 personas 
(5 personas entre víctimas y familiares por caso). 
 
2. Number of service providers trained who serve vulnerable persons. (If possible, state #men & #women) 
Achieved in FY-2007 (Oct ’06 – Sep ‘07):  198 (127 women & 71 men) 
Target for FY-2008 (Oct ’07 – Sep ’08): 84 
Talleres nacionales: Ecuador y Venezuela (2008): 50 personas (aproximadamente 40 organizaciones) 
Talleres subregionales: región sur (noviembre 2007): 34 personas  (22 mujeres, 12 hombres, 24 organizaciones) 
 
3. Number of USG assisted organizations and/or service delivery systems strengthened who serve vulnerable persons. 
 Achieved in FY-2007 (Oct ’06 – Sep ‘07): 112 
Target for FY-2008 (Oct’07 – Sep ’08):  70 
Aproximadamente 64 organizaciones participando en las capacitaciones 
Aproximadamente 6 ONG apoyadas por el IIDH usando metodología psicojurídica 
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II.  IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECT 

 

 
 

Annual Goal 1:  To promote and implement the psycho-legal methodology in cases involving torture victims brought before the Inter-American 
System  

ACTIVITIES RESULTS IMPACT INDICATORS 
Implementation of the 
psycho-legal methodology for 
providing support to victims 
and expert testimony 
 
Objective:  
Working with organizations 
representing victims in cases 
brought before the Inter-
American System, to provide 
victims with comprehensive 
support by means of a psycho-
legal methodology 

The IIHR began identifying possible cases involving serious human 
rights violations that are currently being litigated within the Inter-
American System, with a view to selecting three cases that could 
be used to promote and support the implementation of a psycho-
legal strategy. The project set the objective of identifying one case 
in each sub-region (Central America, Andean Region and Southern 
Cone). The case in the Andean Region has not yet been selected 
but cases were identified in Guatemala (Central America) and 
Brazil (Southern Cone) and initial contacts made with the 
organizations concerned. 
Efforts are currently being made to formalize the respective 
contracts with the organizations in charge of the litigation process 
in the cases already selected, with a view to guaranteeing the 
implementation of the psycho-legal methodology. 

“The legal and psychological interdisciplinary work 
involved in the cases of torture victims being 
considered by the protection bodies of the Inter-
American System is better integrated” 
 
“More knowledge is available to enhance the quality 
of the comprehensive psychological support 
provided to torture victims and family members 
whose cases are being considered by the protection 
bodies of the Inter-American System” 
 
Once the psycho-legal methodology is applied in the 
selected cases, the victims will benefit from the 
integrated interdisciplinary approach. This new 
approach has been well received by the organizations 
that litigate cases within the Inter-American System and 
has proven to be a useful tool. 
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Annual Goal 3: To produce and disseminate specialized information about the prevention of torture and comprehensive support for victims 

ACTIVITIES RESULTS IMPACT INDICATORS 
Dissemination of the 
project and specialized 
information 
 
Objective: 
To use the IIHR’s 
institutional mechanisms to 
disseminate specialized 
information about the 
prevention of torture and 
methodologies for providing 
support to victims, and 
information about the 
project and its 
achievements 

The specialized section Por una vida sin tortura was updated continuously. It 
contains information related to truth, justice and reparation processes, the 
campaign to achieve ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention 
Against Torture, and comprehensive support for torture victims involved in 
litigation processes. It currently contains 306 news items, details of 123 
organizations involved in the prevention of torture and support for 
victims, 221 digital documents and 331 documents on rights protection. 
It also has a mailing list of 1043 people who receive the fortnightly e-bulletin 
Por una vida sin tortura.  
The books Aportes psicosociales and Jurisprudencia en el Sistema 
Interamericano were distributed among various organizations and key actors 
within the Inter-American System, such as judges and lawyers of the Inter-
American Court, certain members and lawyers of the Inter-American 
Commission and other people related to the System.  
The Aportes psicosociales publication was also disseminated at the 
“International Seminar on the Istanbul Protocol: medical, psychological and 
legal aspects of torture,” held 24-27 March in Quito, Ecuador. The book was 
presented during a round table and a total of 100 copies handed over to 
organizations and libraries of the Central University of Ecuador. 
The project has already begun coordinating with its counterparts the 
simultaneous presentation of this book, programmed for 26 June, in at least 
20 Latin American and U.S. cities and some cities in Europe, such as Madrid 
and The Hague. The book is also being translated into English.  
In addition, the project is coordinating the film forums with the organizations 
concerned. Using audiovisual materials compiled by the project, these 
events are due to take place 23-27 June in at least 10 the countries of the 
hemisphere. 
The project also continued systematizing information for the publications 
Capacitaciones nacionales y subregionales, the joint IIHR-CEJIL publication, 
and the Propuesta psicojurídica concerning the process of providing support 
to victims of torture and other serious human rights violations. 
Information about the project’s activities was disseminated via “IIHR in the 
Americas,” the fortnightly bulletin of the Inter-American Institute of Human 
Rights. 

“Increased dissemination of specialized 
information about the prevention of torture and 
support for victims” 
 
The specialized section of the website, Por una vida 
sin tortura, is making it possible to disseminate 
more widely specialized information about torture 
prevention and support for victims.  
 
The dissemination of publications is a conceptual 
and methodological contribution to which the 
organizations involved in providing support to and 
defending victims of serious human rights violations 
have reacted very positively. The IIHR has received 
numerous requests for the Aportes psicosociales 
publication and communications remark on its 
usefulness. 
 



 5

PROJECT: SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS OF TORTURE (AMENDMENT) 
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES FOR JANUARY - DECEMBER 2008. UPDATED IN MARCH 2008 
 

ACTIVITIES  
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

Application of psycho-legal methodology 
for providing support to victims and expert 
testimony 

            

Contact with NGOs representing victims and 
identification of cases 

            

Application of psycho-legal strategy in three 
torture cases 

            

National training workshops             

Dissemination of proposal and identification of 
NGOs to take part in national workshops in 
Ecuador and Venezuela 

            

Issuing of invitations to NGOs to take part in 
national workshops in Ecuador and 
Venezuela 

            

Logistical and academic preparations for 
national workshops in Ecuador and 
Venezuela 

            

National workshops in Ecuador and 
Venezuela 

            

Subregional workshop on comprehensive 
support for torture victims during the 
litigation of cases  

            

Contact and coordination with logistical 
counterpart and academic counterparts for the 
sub-regional workshop  

            

Selection of the psycho-legal teams to take 
part in the sub-regional workshop  

            

Subregional workshop in Ecuador              

Dissemination of publications and 
specialized information 

            

Research and uploading of specialized 
materials to the section of the website 

            

Preparation of the Capacitaciones nacionales 
y subregionales publication 
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ACTIVITIES  
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY  JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

Final work on the joint IIHR-CEJIL publication             

Printing of joint IIHR-CEJIL final publication              

Systematization of contributions for the book 
Propuesta psicojurídica (manual) 

            

Dissemination of publications             

Presentation of the Aportes psicosociales 
book to the Inter-American Court 

            

Simultaneous launch of publications during 
International Day of Support for Victims of 
Torture  

            

Presentation of publications to the Inter-
American Commission 

            

Preparation of film forums             

Film forums             

Publicizing of the event, selection of 
participants and academic and logistical 
preparations for the online tutored course 
“The protection of the right to personal 
integrity and the prohibition of torture in the 
inter-American and universal human rights 
protection systems” 

            

Online tutored course “The protection of the 
right to personal integrity and the prohibition 
of torture in the inter-American and universal 
human rights protection systems” 

            

 


