Russia and Jordan
Strategic Assistance for the GLOBE Program

In 1997 and 1998, the USAID missions

in Russia and Jordan asked GreenCOM to provide
strategic technical assistance to a U.S.-funded
program called Global Learning and Observations to
Benefit the Environment (GLOBE).

GLOBE is an international science and
environmental education program that engages
students in measuring and reporting scientific data
about their local environment. The data are
conveyed to scientists and other participating
schools via the Internet. Because students around
the world follow the same protocols for collecting
information, scientists can use the data to track

the health of the planet. GLOBE is implemented internationally through bilateral agreements between

the U.S. government and the governments of partner countries.

The Russian Federation was the first to sign a
GLOBE agreement. In early 1997, GLOBE and
GreenCOM set up an office in Perm to expand the
reach of the program to the Urals and part of
Siberia. Working with Perm State Teacher Training
University and the Perm Environmental Protection
Committee, GreenCOM helped six schools become
active participants in the GLOBE program.

GreenCOM ran advertisements for GLOBE in
newspapers and on television and radio stations to
generate the interest of teachers. Five teachers
were selected to participate with the regional

Expanding GLOBE in Russia

GLOBE coordinator in an international training
workshop in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

One of GreenCOM'’s primary roles was to help the
participating schools obtain the computer and
measuring equipment required by GLOBE. An
emphasis on the development of public-private
partnerships in the identification of resources
ensured ongoing support. Rapid expansion of the
program over the next 24 months resulted in the
establishment of 12 more GLOBE schools in
addition to the original five that GreenCOM helped
to set up.



Launching GLOBE in Jordan

In 1997, GreenCOM also helped to launch the
GLOBE program in Jordan. Initially, project staff
facilitated a workshop with 24 teachers,
government officials, and academics at the Al-
Ma’aref School in Amman. The workshop was
coordinated by the Friends of Environment Society,
a Jordanian NGO tasked with sustaining the
program over the long term. The three-day
introductory workshop included an overview of
GLOBE and its scientific protocols for atmosphere,
hydrology, GPS, biometry, and land cover.

GLOBE Results

In 1998, follow-up visits by GreenCOM staff to
Russia and Jordan found that GLOBE continued to
flourish after GreenCOM'’s assistance had ended. In
both countries, students were diligently measuring
environmental data and sharing them with
scientists and other GLOBE schools.

In Russia, it was reported that students continued
to share data in the face of unreliable Internet
connections. The initial GLOBE programs that
GreenCOM helped to establish had exposed students
and teachers in remote areas to the potential of
the Internet and the use of tools to better
understand their environment.

GreenCOM Project. Russia Global Learning to Benefit the
Environment (GLOBE): Linking Students, Teachers, and the
Environment: GreenCOM Final Report. Washington, DC: Academy
for Educational Development, 1998.

Selected Publications and Products

T ——
L

As in Russia, GreenCOM provided the initial set of
computers and scientific equipment for the first
group of participating schools. Additional support
was secured through the development of
partnerships with several Jordanian businesses.
GreenCOM also supported sending two Jordanian
program coordinators to an international GLOBE
training workshop in Miami in late 1997.

In Jordan, students were equally enthusiastic. One
school had achieved distinction by submitting more
data reports to the GLOBE Web site than any other
school in Jordan or neighboring Israel that year. In
addition to expanding their scientific and
environmental knowledge, students also noted that
participation in the program helped to sharpen
their English language skills. Female students were
especially excited about the program and reported
that they were taking personal steps to protect the
environment. Jordanian GLOBE administrators had
also actively sought private and public funds to
expand the program to additional schools.
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