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THE CONTINUED VALIDITY OF THE RED STRATEGY PAPER

The programs and strategies outlined in the December.l97h REb
Strategy‘Papér, a regionslly~-conesived alternative to a Development
Assistancé Program (DAP), have been largely ovértaken by events. A
series of cable exchanges between November 1975 and January 1976
estabiished new coursés of action to guide Agency support for regional
activities in Asia through RED:

A. STATE 75 - 272897: Identified residual on-going reglomal
project activities_and estaﬁlished the goal of phasing down personnel
to the-minimum-cénsistent with good management practices;

B. BANGKOK 75 —'25282:. Outlined a program for accomplishing
requirements of A above through concentration on the following courses
of action:

*%* Manage to orderly termination those regional'activities funded |

in prior years and close out commi%ments.-

%% Undertake no new activities beyond'short-term, ad hoc support of

Congressional Mandate activitigs sponsored by regional agencles
and institutionms. 1
%% Foster use'by bilateral USAID Missions of regional institutions,
which A.I.D. helped establish, for training and program
implementation.
%% Complete A.I.D, commitments to regional organizations and

agencies with continued project support and maﬁagement.
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c. STATE 005542: Approved the program with minor mﬁdifications
and provided ﬁolicy and procedural guidelines. RED launched the modified
progrém in January 1976, | |

The adjustments in the methods of HED program implementation respond
to the mood in Soqtheast Asia. The political siiuation remains fluid.
Five Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO) countries‘
‘continue their mutual activities without the parti#ipation’of the Indo-
thna countries. \Regional.educatiou does not appear to be high on the
Priorityvliats'of the Cambodian, Laotian and Vietnamese Governments.
SEAMEO's programs, however, have continued almost without interruption.
In January 1976, the SEAMEO Council approved the transfer of the programs
aﬁd activities of thé Center for Educational Innovation and Technology _ -
(INNOTECH), originally in Saigon, to the Philippineé, efféctive July 1,
1976. The Eg? assumes-financial responsibilities for-the ngsgr with |
assistance from the U.S. and Other_Donors.‘ The Regional English Language-

Center (RELC) in Singapore and the Centér for Tropical Biology (BIOTROP)

in Indonesia are on schedule toward completion of their'initigl five-year

- development phase in December 1976 and June 1978, respectively. U.S.

support for INHOTECH will cease in December'i979 but GOP and Other Donor

aid will continue through June 1981, the end of an up-d&féaffive—year
development plan. The Centers for Agricultural Research (SEARCA, Philippines),
Tropical Medicine and Health (TROPMED, five national centers) and Science

and Mathematics (RECSAM; Malaysia) already operate on a combinétion of

host country and Other Donor assistance.
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Indo-China events have ﬁot impeded-ﬁhe activities Qf the
Southeast Asia Agency for Transport and CommunicatioﬁS’(SEAIAc).
A.I.D. provided its last tranche of funding for SEATAC in FY 1976; \,,”" _
no éupport is programmed for 1977 or 1978, P:ojects currently under-
way‘using 1976 financing should be essentially completed b& the end
of 1977. H - |

The Mekong Coordinating Committee (MCC) was hit hardest by the .,
fall of Indo-China. While Thailand and Laos continue their dialogue
with the MCC, Cambodia and Vietnam have been less forthcoming. As a
consequence of the non-participation by the latter two, the HCC_Eiﬁ'undér-
- take no new work programs. The atalemafe'is causiﬁg.uneasiness and some
dismay among 1nterested doﬁors, who are striving to kgep_the Bectetariai
intact pending anticipated political reconciliations. U.S. gssistance,
obiigated in FY 1975 and prior years, continues to projects in Thailand
and the Seé:etaria; in BEngkdk; this pipeline sho#ld be essentially
liquidated by end of CY 1976. No. U.S. aid was programmed for‘1976 noxr
1s any projected for 1977 or 1978, |

With an investment of over $35 million (a large portion of which
was matched by host countriés and Other Donors), A.I.D. has contributed
significantly to thg estéblishment of r%§32Ef}_ffﬁEEEijELEEESEE%EE?Jiﬁ-

agriculture, health and medicine, education and engineering in East

- . - e e e e

Asia. Use of these institutions for training and research by bilateral

Missions and their cooperating gbvgrnments is underway; we also have
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. increasing evidence that some governments and the private sector

in many cougtries are sending scholars to these educatiomal centers.
Most‘of the centers are attracting international and private foundation
grants for research. Ahead of ug lies the objéctive of encouraging
similar interest from the South Asian countries, many of whose prqblemé
and requirements are analagous, but most of which do not have regionally-
oriented institﬁtions, employing muiti—disciéliﬁary approaches to the
resolution of economic and social déve;opment inequities. Interest has
been spar;;d within thg South Asian Missions and their host countries.

' This must now be crystallized through actual nomination of' trainees,
initiation of research proposals, contracts and conéultative services,
and, most important, establishment df a dialﬁgue between decision makers

in the South Asian countries and the administrat ors 6f the East Agian

institutions. Once these objectives are accomplished, the pay-off on

the past A.I.D. invéstments in these invaluable Asian regional develop
ment resources fi'_r:l.ll be tealized, |

Within the context of its present guidelines, the RED posture is
passive. The program for FY 1978 will complete the long-standing U.S.
_cxnumitment to SEAMEO and consist of support for the SEAMEQ Secretariat
in Bangkok, BIOTROP in Indonesia and INNOTECH in the Philippines.  The
Regional Scholafship Program (RSP) designed to facilitate the intra-
regional e;chanée of_trainees, to foster new formal apd non~formal

techniques in the delivery of public education and to suppofg the
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transfer of advanced and appropriate (intermediate) technology among

East and South Asian cbﬁntries, will enter its projected fourth year

in FY 1978 and terminate éfter FY 1979 obligati&ns. We are suggesting,
howevet, that ¥Y 1978-1979 projected funding be consolidated and obligated
in FY 1978, thereby terminating the project for obligational purposes in
FY 1978. RED's reduced staffing_will require allocatish in FY 1977 and

FY 1978 of modest amounts of regional Program and Development Support
funds for evaluations of terminating and ongoing projects.

We view the future of SEAMEC with great optimism. The five countries,
which are develéping grédual political reinforcement through the Association !
of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), are weil—linked in the education and ; :
human resource development field. The viability of the Centérs solidifies
on a continuing basis and in a firm regional framework.. In ten years the '?
exchange of trainees among Centers has pfoduced a SEAMED aiunmi organiza-
tion numbering over 7,000 educators, who daily use the benefits of their
" training #nd serve as examples in their home countries of regional coopera—
tion. The Director of each Center is selected by his Minister of'Educafion;
the professional staff at each Center, however, is drawn almost entirely
ffom other member countries. Each Center's Governing Board, vwhich meets
twice yearly to review progress, is comprised of members from all SEAMEO
counﬁries. Ceﬁter ngwsletters, published monthly or quarterly, feach'é
wide readership within and outside tﬁe region. The Center Direétors

meet every six months with the Secretariat once to plan the annual meeting
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of the Ministers of Education as the.SEAHEO Council and again

later to review the implementation of Council directives. These
salutary developments, well-established through long practice,

‘insure a close identity of goals and objectives among professional
educators in.the reéidn and their Ministers. Moreover, Governing

Board and Council Meetings also attract participation by Other Donors:
in associaté SEAMEO member or observer capacities and invokerdiscussions
leading to financial §upport for SEAMEO and the Regional Centers.

In summary, expectations are very high that as the direct U,S.

commitment to the development EEP%EAPf SEAMEQ_ggProaches tg?mingtibn.

SEAMEO will be a solid organization capable of attacking -- through
research, training, field trials, productiﬁn of low-cost teaching aids
and manuals, experimentation in comparative benefits.of formal and non-
~ formal edﬁcation méthodolbgies; and qualified leadership and staff\-—l
the complex problems associated with delivering more effective and
economical education to all levels of the urban and rural society of
the region.

The contributions of the U.S. Government thfough A.I.D} to the
ideal and'spirit'of regionalism in Asia over the légt 20 yeafs have
been varied and extensive. For the past 10 years, the executing agency
for such activities has been RED. The work;ng relationships that have
evolved during this latter period encompass internﬁtional, regional ﬁnd

national agencies active in all facets of development. Even in the
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forecasted passive role, RED's associations and contacts represent

= g e L A T

a valuable resource to the Agency and the bilateral Missions in their
putsuit af the U.S. Govérnment'# development goals in South and East
Asia. The oiganizétions, mainly regional, which A.I.D. ﬁas_fostered
~and supported, possess proven capabilities for furtherihg'the develop-
ment cause in the fields of food and nutrition, population and health,
education and human resource development, and management. |
RED will.continue to serve as an experienced contact‘point with

regional development organizations and their member governmeats and

with UN and affiliated agencies which maintain :egiomil offices in the

area; Beéguse of its regional nature, RED also maintaiﬁs liaison with

the developmént agencies in some non-AID couﬁtries or countries where

A.1.D. provides assistance only through private voluntary organizations.

In perforﬁing their manageﬁent function for the residual regional projepta
in AID and non-AID countries, RED staff will remain_alert to development
.opportunities in which the Agency has priority interests, e.g., reimbursable
technical assistanée and Operations/Develppment Program Grants, and provide
pertinent data to apprppriate A.I.D. ofifices for follow-up. We wiil also
encourage regional institutions with proven research capabilities to
preaent'tﬁe results of their research and their proposals for new research
in Congressional Mandate areas directly to Regional and Technical Assistance

Bureau offices.

e
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While the mandate of RED foresees no new initiatives in a regiomal
context, this ﬁission ﬁill continue to offer numerous regional'b;ééiiia-
tions a channel through which to bring their own _initia.tiires to the
attentioq of U.S8. policy makers for review. If past experignce provides
insight to the future, some of these initiatives for whatever reaﬁon may
not lend themselves to'bilateral implementation. Other initiatives may
. involve economy of resources approaches by regiomal institutions, agencies
or organizations in thelr mutually-conceived efforts to reduce competition

for the development resources flowing inﬁb the region from the developed
world. Whatever their nature and origin, initiatives that offer an
opportuﬁity for developed and developing countries to share in the search
for solutibns to development problems in Asia wili be éccepted and a

proper hearing sought.

R R P

R i "
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/IDENTIFICATION OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR CENTRALLY FUNDED RESEARCH

The Asia Region, extending from Korea to Pakistan on the continent

‘a broad range:-of physical and human environments. Yet, there are a

number of development problems common to all or many of the countries
of the region which are intimately related to AID opefational programs.
Interregional research could provide new or improved adaptive technology
to deal with effectively or solve those development prnbiems.

In particulaf, tﬁere are a number of opﬁortunities for research
in the relatively new and difficult program areas, with limited
resources, which have the potential for yielding useful insights on
how to\assigt the poor majority. This requires serious attention to-
efforts to obtain and to evaluate information on what is and what is

not working and why. It also implies close atteation to external and

regional linkages so that experiences in the region which are in

theory replicable get known and replicated or adapted both within the P

region and elsewhere.  Some of these opportunities, for which research

or pilot project proposals are in a reasonably advanced state of

preparation by regional institutions in Asia are outlined below accord-

‘ing to Congressional Mandate area.

* Food and Nutrition. -

- Pilot Projects for Intensified Rice Culture on  Small Farms.

Rice, the primary grain production of Southeast and Rast Asia,

is primarily a labor-intensive crop when traditional methods are

¢
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used. The region is éhe of the lowest labor-cost areas of the
world, yet the rice yieids in the LDCs of South and Southeast
Asla are among the lowest in the worid. Studies by'the'Southeaat
Asia Regional Center for Graduate Study and'Reéeafch in Agripulture
(SEARCA) at Los Banos, the Philippines, have shown that the small
family.farm of 1.5 hectares can produce thi;ty ;1mes the national
‘average rice production if intensified rice culture (similar to
techniques,ﬁsed'in Japan and Taiwan) are employed., From the stand-
point of employﬁent generafion in rural areas, income level imfrove—
ment for ﬁhe poor majority, meeting food needs for expanding popula-’
tions,.and generally_increased national productivity,.intensifted- .
cultivation of rice adapted to national conditions and spread
rapidly would ﬁake a significant'contribution, because most rice
farmers in Asla are on very small holdings.

SEARCA has a well thought-through proposal for a first stage
test of the adaptétion of an intensified rice culture for small
. farms in four countries which have expressed 1ntere§t in participating:
nalaysia, Indonesia, Thailand and Sri Lanka. The time horlizon is only
. one yeér to establish a pilot farm in each country. Budgeting needs
are merely‘$35,000. Replication, if the pilot efforts are successful,
will, of course, require much greater inﬁuts.

-~ Biologic Control of Aquatic Weeds. Thé=fu11 Justification

for this activity was included in the RED FY 1977 ABS. Subsequent

reviews_with'Asia.Bureau and TAB led to the decision to include the
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activity in centrally-funded programs. So'far, however, the
actual proposals by the kuong Committee, the Regional Center

for Tropical Biology (BIOTROP), the Applied Scientific Research
Corporation of Thailand (ASRCT), Kagetsart Univeraity in ﬁangkok,
and the University of the Philippines have not been synthesized
or fu:ther advanced, All of the regional institutions and most of
the government agenqies in the region remain cbnvinced that the '
time for seminars and work-shops is long pﬁst and that research
for dtilization has established the lack of cost-effectiveness of
such efforts. Thué,‘the'pressing need is'for laboratory and field
trials of the most promisiug biologic control technigues, after
which the costly ﬁechanical control techniques can bg replaced and
the growing economic aﬁd gocial cost of aquatic weeds in the région
can begin to be cut back. |

- Commercial Pesticide Field Evaluation for Market Vegetables.

The increasing demand for greater quantity and quality of vggetables
in Asian markets has led to a rﬁpid growth of commercial vegetable pro-
‘ ducers near urban markets, includiﬁg up-~country regional ceﬁcers. In
order to meet the quality demands of consumers and to aaféguard yields
from't he plethora of insect and other pests which thrive in the regionm,
produéers are increasingly utilizing pesticides and fungicides., But
the Asian market place is now flooded by literally hundreds of brands -
and.formulae'for lécal packaging of pesticides,'few of which have
‘ever received objeétive field trials for éffectiveness against specific

pests of the common vegetables of tropical Asia. Nor have the tests
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been made oﬁ the possibilities of developing resistant pests, of

direct and side effects on consumers and the enviromment, and of

coat effectiveness.

SEARCA in the Philippines and the Asian Vegetable Research and

- Development Center (AVRDC), in Taiwan have prepared a comprehensive

éighteen—month-program of field trials to prepare guide lines for
gxténsion agents, farmers and governments on the most effgctive
pesticidés available'for each crop, each pest, etc., and also to
provide environmen;al guidelines, cost effectiveness analysis, aqd
initial findings concerning persisteﬁce ans direct ahd indirect

effects on humans.

- Agriculture Information Bank for Asia. As pért of the

world-wide effort to increase food production and distributionm, the
FAO has developed the concept of an international network for agri-
cultufal information, now embodied in the AGRIS syétam, and new
methods and services in the field of computerized informationm.
SEARCA wés selected iqitially Sy FAO, UNESCO and IDRCIOttawa_as the

coordinator for the establishment and operation of an Agricultural

_ Information Bank for Asia (AIBA)., Considerable developmental work

to creat the AIBA was completed by SEARCA in 1974 and 1975.
SEARCA's efforts included a region-wide seminar; establishment of an
input/output center for Southeast Asia for the FAO AGRIS Systemn,

development of regional 1inkages,-&nd formulation of a scientific
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literéture service. The one stumbling block to activation of
this most useful concepﬁ has been the lack of availability of a
suitable computer. Now, this obstacle appears to be breached
7 .

with the establishment at AIT in Bangkok of the Regional Computer

Center with the most modern hardware and capacity, as well as

" technical assistance furnished by IBM. The pressing need now is

for expertise to work out the details of direct linkage between

- SEARCA's AIBA center and the computer at AIT so that the inconvenience

of distance 1s eliminated. Several hundred thousand dollars in con-
sultanf time and software development would activate this very
important concept and avoid the duplication of facilities (at a

cost of about $4 million) that is now being discussed.

- Inte:croppigg_Cash Crops in Southeast Asia Fruit-tree

Farming Systems. The increasing population pressure on the land

resources of the region means that increased food production must
depend more and mere on increased yields and mul;iple‘cropping. One
praétice that is virtually untried in the region is the utilization

of épace between rows 1n orchar&a. If that method is successful, it
would provide a means of increasing production pef unit area and,
hencé— improve the net farm income of the small village.farmer. Inter-
cropping canrbe useful, not only in terms of cash incomg to farmers,
but also for iﬁcreasing fruit yields by using suitable legmiﬁous
crops th&t can reduce the nitrogenous fertilizer requirements for

the orchard.
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Thé University of Chiengmai Faculty of Agriculture, in coopera-
tion with AVRDC, is prepared to undertake a research program on |
pilot field sites with ten cash vegetable crops in orcﬁqfda for
longah, mango, litchi, citrus, and coconut ﬁreee. The prdgram is
proposed for two yéars' field trials, to be followed by a
dissemination phase,. |

—'Pilot On-farm Fisheries. An extensive study by Dutch and

Israeli experts for the Mekong Committee, a few years ago, indicated

that both income per farm-family §nd protg%g:yield per hectare was

greater for intensive 92:£§pgmfish ponds than from multi-cropping

irrigated rice culture. This, coupled with the popularity of fish as

the principal source of animal protein in the Asian diet, ied to
initiation of a program of pilo; on-farm fishery projects in mainland
Southeast Asia in 1975. Unfortunately; this program was a casualty
of the events of Indo-China. '

Now, however, the déta and projgct formulation repofta for this
program remains available and it would be of significant value to
food production and increased on—-farm income if selected pilot projects
could be undertaken in typical 1ocations'in thé region. Some examples
are —— one in delta rice lauds in Thailand, Indonesfa or Sri Lanka;
one in upland dryffarming areas in Thailand, Philippines or Pakistan;
and a third in & mountain valley farming #rea in Malaysia, Indonesia
or Nepal. SEARCA would be a logical candidate as a regional coordinah

tion and'implemenfing institution.

- wa
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- Research and Training for Selected Commodity Systems

(Agri-business) Management in Asia. Almost no modern-manigenent

' analysis has been devoted to the dynamics, structure, coordinatiag

mechanism, as well as the progess and problems of the vefy large

and economi#ally'signifi;ant food and fiber commodity industry
systems in the Asia.:agion. The S&utheaﬁt‘Asia Regional Center for
Graduate Study and Research in Atriculture (SEARCA) at Los Banos,
Philippines, has'fofmulated a research proposal for such an analysis
to be couducted-b? SEARCA iﬁ.collaboration wi%h selected éducational
institutions in ten tegionAI countries; with the assistance of the
Harvard ﬁﬁsinesé | Scheol.

The commodities selected are soybeans, sorghum, frults and
vege;ables,~¢oconuts, palm oil, peanuts, kenaf, jute, cassava, and
sweet potato. The coun;ries involved are Philippines, Indonesia,
Thailand, India, Pakistan, Malaysih, Korea, Sri Lanka, Taiﬁan and
Bangladesh. The six-year ﬁrogram requires $60,000 of cutside funding
sgpport;

- Kenaf for Paper Pulp - Adaptive Technology. Using funds

provided by RED in FY 1975, the Mekong Committee contracted with
the American firms of Agri-bﬁsiness Consultants and Joseph E.
Atchinson Consultants, Imc., for a detailed pre-feasibility study of

kenaf for paper pulp in the lower Mekong basin. This extremely

thorough and comprehensive report hgs stimulated ;onsiderable interest

from tropical LDCs and USAIbs in several geographic bureaus, and has"
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already led to a nearly-completed $50 million investment in
Thailand, and prospective e#panded use of kenaf for paper pulp
in India, Sri Lanka, Yugoslavia and befhaps Mexico.

One major mechanical problem still.seems to hamper the economy
of kenaf pulping operations. It 1is e#siest to pulp thé whole

kehaf stalk; nevertheless, the méchanical separation of core

- ‘'material and bast ribbon will produce higher quality in both

chemical and mechanical pulps. Unfortunately, there is not p;esently
a commercially produced machine or mechanical device for efficient
separation of the core and the bast ribbon mater;als. A centrally-
funded research project at an existing kenaf pulp plant or its

supply area in India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, or Australia would lead
to early adaptation of nmachines already developed for other fibre
plants, (It is reported that the Toyo Pulp Company of Japan 1is
already working on development of an automatic-feed kenaf ribboning
machine.) Suéh a project would yield high‘returng_tn economic pro-

duction of quality paper in tropical LDCs.

*Education and Human Resource Development.

~ Regional Center for Project Management Train{ggb As the -

result of TAB project funded duriag 1971-76, project“trﬁining
approaches and materials for LDC adaptation and use have been
develofed. The May 1976 visit to Southeast Asia by TAB andrUSDA
representatives resulted in a proposal to utiiize the Asian Develop- |
ment Institution (ADI) as collaborator with TAB and Asia Bureau in

a world-wide project management trainiﬁg network., ADI is a regional
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center spawned By ESCAP and ;ecipient of some UNDP institutional "

support funds; however, well over 50% of the center's operating

budget is provided by regional and bilateral donors. The ADI |
Director is a dynamic and knowledgeable Thai, former Secretary-
General of the Nétional Economic and Social Development Board and
Director of the Budget. He is eager to establish a four-expert

unit to work full—time,-for a minimum of two;years, to carry the

newly developed project management training package tc key administra-
tors and project managers in the ESCAP/ADI member governments -
Asia_from Iran to Japan and the Pacific Islands., It appears that
$100,000 per year is needed to test ADI's ability to pefform this
role, which, if succéssful, would then becﬁme a part of the Center's
regular program and produce skilled project managers to direct the
design, impleméntation and evaluation of defelopment projects within
the ESCAP member countries. The Agency could also serve as an alterna-
tive for participant training b; bilateral Asian USAiD Misgions to
very costly and often marginally relevant tréining in the U.,S.

- An Action Model for Human Resource Development in

Parallel with Water Resource Development. One of the major defici-

encies in the development process as it has been applied in South
and Southeast Asia - as well as other pafts of the world - is the

relati%e neglect of the human factors in the implementation of large

water resource development schemes. Not giving proportional emphasis

to human factors as coﬁpared’with physical factors has frequently
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.led to disappointment.or near failure of large projects when

dams introduce irrigation systems and new sourcés_of power,

but the pegple do not make optimum use of them when iﬁproved

_ aéricultural inputs.and procedufes’are made available; people do
not rush to increase their production beyond what they have done
us;ng traditional methods; when drastic transformations OE'forest
lands into rice fields are accomplished, people do not automatically
gdjust and rejoiée;in the new.conditions. In oider'tp_develop an
action model to motivate ﬁeople to take advantage of ﬁhe potential
made. available for rural economié-aﬁd soclal development by large
water resources projects, the Southeast Asia Ministers of Education
 Organization (SEAMEO) has proposed to conduct pilot studies fof
human resource development in the service area of the Ubol Ratana
Dam near Khon Kaén in Northeast Thailand.

SEAMEC proposes to conduct the projects under Secretariat (SEAMES)
coordination in collaboration with appropriate SEAMEO Regional Centers,
namely Tropical Medicine and Public Health Project (TROPMED) for
health, nutrition and family planniag; Southeast Asia Regional Center
for Graduate Stﬁdy’and Research in Agriculture {SEARCA) for agricul-
tural production and rural community development; Regional Center for
Educational Innovation and Technology (INNOTECﬁ)\for education and
. learning components — both formal and non—fofmal. ‘Implementation of
the project is.proposed in three phases. The first 1is 18 months of

a participatory approach in the Ubcl Ratana service area to prepare
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the éités, identify specific needs, set goals and targets, and
détail action plans. The éecond is also 18 months of implementa-
tion of action plans; recording and orgapizing'the experience and
prodﬁcts of the development processes into an action model. The
third phase is two fears of trial testing'of the action model at
two other sites in the region - locations in the Philippines and
Indonesia have already been suggested. |

This research project has already been forwarded to the Asia

| Bureau and TAB for funding consideration.

- Socio~economic Bench Mark Surveys. Over a ﬁeriod of
severallyears, the Mekong Commitgee Secretariat developed a procedure
of extensive sampling of farmers in areas to be éervgd by ;rrigatiﬁn
projects sponsored by the Committee in C#mbodia, Laos, Thailand and
Vietnam. The surveys determined the existing ecoﬁomib and social
background of farmers, their basic dem;éraphy, land and land use,
agriculture technology, income distribution, farm organiza;ion,
marketing syétem, etc. After the projects were coﬁpleted and in
operation for 3-5 years, the Committee Secretariat returned to the
same area with new surveys to ascertain: benefits obtained from the
project in terms of increased production and income and flood control;
changes in income distribution and initial impact on economic status
and social life of the inhabitants after project implementation; the

social and economic changes for people living in the area before

and after project conatruction; and present problems and obstacles
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delaying full utilization of potential irrigation for increased
crop production, particularly during the dry season.

The Committee Secretariat, utilizing RED funding for some of
these socio-economic bench mark surveys in Northeast Thailand and
Vietnam, involved the Royal Irrigation Department, and Chulalongkorn,
Kasetsart, and Khon Kaen Universities in conducting the surveys, as
well as similar instiﬁutions in Vietnam, It would be valuable, now,
to update the studies in Thailand for Lam Pac, Lam Dom Noi, Lam Pra
Plerng, Nam Pong and Lam Takong and, at the same ‘time, perhaps
coordinate the activity through SEARCA or AIT Additionally, the
technique and regular up-dating procedure could be extended to
selected p:ojectS'in Indenesie,-the Philippines, Sri Lanka, and,

perhaps, Bangladesh.

*Population Planning and Health.

-~ Low-cost, Easily Maintained and Operated Water Treatment

Unit. (Appropriate - Intermediate - Teehnology). The lack of
reasonably reliable potable weter supplies is one of the Brinciple

' causes of chronic poor health in rural communities of the Asian

LDCs. Most attempts to provide rural community water supply systems
have been dependent upon operation of a semi-automatic conventional
water treatment plant. These units require a highly-trained tech-
nician to operate, sﬁecial chemicals for coagulation and bacteriologic
control, and a fairly uniform water_quality source to assure reasonaﬁle.

operating efficiency. In rural Asian water supply systems, great
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difficﬁlty has beén found in operéting sophisticated modern
conventional coagulatibn, sedimentation;'rapid-sand filtration

'_ plants. In addition,_thé high organic.turbid surface w#ter found
in most of ;he'region presents unsurmountable difficulties in keeping_
the biologic filters in good working condition.

| . In recent vears, RED has sﬁpported_two grgnts for research in
developing and fiéld-testing coconut fibte/burnt tice husks and
sand filtration units. The grants to the Asian Ingtitute of
Technology (AIT) Aﬁd to Dr. Richard J. Frankel of SEATEC, Ltd.,
have resulted in substantia1 success in furnishing pbtable_water

of good quality and with 90Z, or better, removal of_coliform.
Thesevfiltérs are very inexpensive to bulld, operate, and maintgin
and are made entirely of locally available matefiais; however, they
fall somewhat_short of WHO biologic puritf sﬁandarﬁs that can be
achieved by a properly working sand filter.

It would appear to be a very high priority ﬁo develop the
neceésary 1mprovementé to the AIT/Frankel filters to bring-the
coliform removal up to WHO and PHS atandardg, without 1ntr0du¢ing
costly chemicals, the need fer highly~trained technicians, or
onerous and costly maintenance. The AIT is prepared to ﬁove into
the next phase of such development testing in the laboratory and
the field, as is the SEAMEO Tropical Medicine Project (TROPMED).
An 18 month research and field testing stage, plus a two-year

replication program is suggested.

P BB 4] e L MM T
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- Schistosomiasis Control. Over the last six years,

A.I.D. has made availabie nearly $1 million for the Smithsonian
Institution to study waterborne diseases in the lower Mekong
" basin and for the Lowell Institute of Technology, in association
with TRDPﬁED and fhe Dooley Foundatiom, to implement a schistoso;
‘mlasis control project in Thalland and Laos. The control activity
wés partially aborted by political developments in Laos. Howeﬁef,it
is clear, noﬁ, that several practical possibilities for control of
Asian scﬁistosomiasis have'been.developed'through these activities,
Various strains of schistosomiasis, transmitted through severai
different species of snail, are prevaient in other_parta of Thailand
and in several sub-regions of the Philippines, Taiwan, Indonesia.
and India. It would be a major contribution to the health of the
rural podr for A.I.D, to fund a continuation of the TROPMED
schistosomiasis control program in Thailand and thence through the
other TROPMED centers in the region in the other countries effected.

*Sector 106 Development Activities.

- Alternative Sources of Energy. fhe Asian regiﬁﬁiis one of
many in which the non—petroleum.prodﬁcing LDCs are in desperate
need of alternative sources.of energy adaptable to their conditions,
so they can free intolerable burdens of foreign exchange now uéed
for pétroléum products for use in economic and social development.

'Recenf TAB consultants in wind energy for pumping #nd electricity,

geothermal energy, tidal emergy, and improved utilization of small
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hydro-energy sources have produced a great deal of interest in
government agendiqa, regional institutions, and the private sactor,
particularly in Bangkok, Manila and Kuala Lumpur.

In view of previous activities in related stﬁdies, RED would

encourage TA/OST interest in utilizing the Asian Institute of

Technology (AIT) and its associ&ted.Regional'Coﬁputer Ceﬁter for
R & D activities in adapting résearch in these areas by the developed
countries for use in the region. Particular interest has been
expréssed at AIT in follow-up activities to Dr. Hironomous' report
on\potenkial for application of.wind energy for pumping and for
electricity generation in Thailand and the Philippines.

- Develqp Flood Warning and Reservoir Control Computer

Program for Regional River Systems. One of the great ttagedies of

Asia is the recurrent disaster of flood damage to humans and their

crbps and towns in the valleys of the very rivers upon which most
farmers depend for the water for consu#ptioh and irrigation. Over
the last fifteen yearé, the Mekong Committee develope& a series of
computer models and programs of the lower Mekong systém thaf produceﬂ

a flood forecasting system for the mainstream from the Burma border

‘to the South China Sea. This forecasting system was employed every

year from 1969 through 1976 and its early warning (up to five days)

'of overbank £looding has been credited with saving hundreds of lives -

and millions of dollars in'losses to liwvestock and property.
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All of the Mekong computer programs (developed with éonsiderable
funding and technical assistance from A,I.D,) aré avnilaﬁle for use
by and at the Regional Computer Center (a joi&t RED/IBM project) on
the campus ﬁf the Asian Institute of Téchnology'(AIT). .Similar
.savings in lives and property coulﬂ be made along tivers throughout

the region if the Computer Center were funded to adapt these programs

for other rivers.

An assoclated benefit from these programs is the ability to
open and close gates on stofége réservoirs fpr flood control or
reduction without sacrificing other benefits Quch as irrigation
and hydropower geﬁeratibn. Integrating into fhe program of computer

program adaptation,the training of local hydrologists and meteorelo-

gists working in the river basins concerned would provide a contiﬁuing

competence to provide inputs for the model so each area could operate

its own river forecast program,
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. Country/Program EAST ASIA REGIONAL
_ _ ‘ Summary Table I

Funding Levels for FY 1976, 1Q, FY 1977, FY 1978

. Interim .
FY 1976 Quarter FY 1977 =
Food /Nutrition . ' | - - S 55
Grants . - - - 55
Loans _ . - - -
Population/Health o - - C ' 20
Grants . : B - Co- 20
Loans ' _ ) : . - | - . -
(Population) — —_— ___—41;
(Grants) _ ) - - : -
(Loans) - - - , -
(Health) | - .- - Qo
(Granta) - - (20)
(Loans ~ : - - -
Education ' . ' 2850 6 1675
Grants =~ . 2850 - 6 71675
Loans - ' - - -
. o | : L | |
Section 106 ' 674 . - S 38
Grants ' 674 .- \ 38
Loans ' - - - -
Sub-total | 3524 6 1788
Grants - ' 3524 6 1788
Loans R - _ - -
Supporting Assistance o o - .- C-
Grants . _ - - T -
Loans S * - . - L=
Total X - 3524/ 6 1788/
HIGs - - o - - -
PL 480
Title I

Title IT

FY 1978
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~ Bangkok for RED

AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL D'-V.!L-OPMENT m é - e.. !. mﬂp
£  DOCURENT
o ABS/CP SUMMARY 7 . 3 :EQ:::, $00E 6
LB Y TG,  Te W" :
Asia Regional D .QSG : :
8. TYPE DATA ' , |
1 mABS 2 « ABS Revision : | = ProuceT
Y acP b o &P WOvIFICaTION . R » ProaRaM
i0,
PROJE fie PMROJECT TITLE 17. BWORETS (1w $000)
%0 . MAX § MUM) '
SEQUE. (%0 sManasTERS Ma AY T0 oy oy -
FOOD AND NUTRITION
0249 |Prog. Dev. & Supp 3'_73 - 11908 { GC. .31 - 55 50 136
POP. PLNG & HEALTH
0249 |Prog Dev & Supp. 2177 |PH|590s | GC - - 20 20
EDUC. & HUM. RES.

' 0198 |Reg. Ed. Dev. * 3|78 |EH]600B|GC]|L,072 - 1,170} 1,060|21,980
0244 {Reg. Comp. Ctr.l/ - 176 | EH| 601B | GC | 1,300 - - - 1,450
0246 {Reg. Schol. Prog. 3|781EH|600B]GC)] 480 - 470 725¢ 2,205
0249 [Prog. Dev. & Supp . 3178]- |690s]|GC 29 6 35 46 116

DEV. ACT.-SEC. 106
0210 |Reg. Trans/Comm. -1{761- |772B|GC| 600 - - - 4,857
0249 |Prog. Dev. & Supp. 1(781~.1790s | GC - - 38 7 45
0208 }SEA Dev. Adv. Gp. -|761]- 700R | GC 12 - - - 12
1/ !Primary Purpose Code - [Col.| 15 |- enjtered |as G01B be¢ause aptiwity|funded| from
EH appropriation, howevier, icodd 750 is probally more appropriate Ezr thi
highly sophisticated za:io 1 Gentgr which hgppens to be lpcated AsiaF
Institute of Technolo ca;:usa . 1
18, Date Doeument - em Y
Receives
1n_AIDA I I]

Alp 1330-7 (3-715]

b SR g e S o S
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NARRATIVE PROGRESS STATEMENTS
A. Reglonal Education Develoﬁment (Project &98~11—690-198).

(1) This project is on schedule and no changes are anticipated
in the implementation'schedules, éutputs of purpose {(See PAR #75-02
submitted by TOAID A-07, dated January 6, 1975 for BIOTROP and Project
Paper approved in December 1§74 for INNOTECH). The evaluation schedule
describes plans for current calendar year review of all SEAMEO activities,
inclhding.BIBTﬁOPyh;NNOTECH and SEAMES.

(2) Deviatiﬁn in funding schedule. fhé objective of FY 1978
obligétions as the last in fulfillment of the U.S. commitment to regional
education activities remains unéhanged. The project budget for FY 1977, |
however, can be reduced, primarily as a result of the revised five—year
develoément plan fdr iNNOTECﬁ in connection with the July 1976 move to
the Philippines. A revised Project Paper, addréssing primarily the change
in funding, but not implementation, outputs or purpose, will be submitted
in November 1976 to justify the final year of funding (FY 1978) and support |
the Congressional Presentation. The revised funding requirements for the

prdject are as follows:

Activity 1977 (CP) 1977 Revised 1978

BIOTROP ~ $380,000 $335,000 -

INNOTECH 900,000  © 35,000  $910,000

SEAMES 100,000 100,000 | 150,000
Total $1,380,000  $1,170,000 $1,060,000

The funding for BIOTROP and INNOTECH in both years includes Specilal

Funds. - The FY 1978 funding for INNOTECH and SEAMES covers the fimal
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18 months of support for INNOTECH through Deceﬁber 1979 and appropriate
support for SEAMES for project design and evaluation, seminars, special
meetings, short-term advisory services and specialized participant.
training. |

B. Regional Scholarship Program (Project 498-11-690-246).

(1) This project, as described in PROP submitted to_AID/W under
cover of TOAID A—340, dated October 11,_1974; is on schedule, No changes
are anticipated in the outputs or purpose aé contained in the PROP.
Because the FY 1975 funds (first year of obligation) were allotteé and
obligated very late inthe year, the project could not be launched accord-
ing to.the approved implementation schedule. Part of the funds for
FY 1975 were likewise allotted late in the year, however; the implementation
schédule is nearly back on track. These developments postponed initial
evaluation which is now scheduled as shown in the Evaluation Plan and
will involve four weeks of outgide consultant time to éccomplish the
first and.:hérefore extremely vital PAR, -

_(2) Deviation in funding schedule. The funding schedule contained
in the approved PROP foresees the last obligations being made in ¥Y 1979,
A.Project Paper revision to be submitted iﬁ November 1976 after the evalu-
ation will propoée that the iast two years of funding be obligated in
FY 1978 for reasons, among others, as follows: |

| - establish final year of obligation to coincide with that
of Regional Educdtioﬁ Development (Project 198),
- -obviate neéessity for justifying single regional education

project for FY 1979.
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~ reduce the RED administrative ﬁorkldad consistent-with
projected orderly phasedown of field management responsi-
 bilities for regional activities,
The revised funding schedule fof FY 1977 and FY 1978, which still prov;des
the $2,205,000 coﬁmitted in the aPproved froject Paper,_would be composed

as follows:

Project Paper . Revision
FY 1977 FY 1978 FY 1979 FY 1978
Project 246 $470,000 $400,000 $325,000 . $725,000

The FY 1978 funds, proposed for dbligation in last quarter, would.cover
scholaréhip expenditureé through June 1980, the daﬁe of completion of the
commitment undertaken in the Project Paper.
C. Program Development and Support (Project 498-11-995-249)

(1) This project is administered by AID/Washingpou to finance
the costs of designing new loan and gtantvprojects for the devélopment
programs in Asia; of undertaking region-wide studies of critical develop-
ment problems, country sector étudies, and research in support of plaqning
" future programs; of fﬁcusing on special issues such as energy, human rights
and women in developménﬁ; of exchanging ideas and expgriencéa on basic
development issues through workshops and seminérs; of evaluating the
impact of.completed programs and on-going projects where evaluaéion-funds
are not otherwise provided for; and'of providing ofher technical services
in support of the programs. This project also provides minor support to
~activities of regional organizations such as the Colombo Plan, and thé
Economic and Social Commission.for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) with its

associated regional offices of United Nations Agencies, which were
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preﬁiQusiy funded through the Regional Technical Advisory Services,
Project No. 498-11-995-165, from FY 1968 through FY 1975, administered
by the Reglonal Economi¢ Development Office 1in Bangkok. | |
(2) During FY 1976 the following ad hoc program development
and support activifies were undertaken within the Congressional Mandate
areas indicated: ’
- Food and Nutrition.
Partial support of a Marketing Workshop for Small Farmers,
conducted by the East Asia an& Pacific Regional Center of
PAO ($29,000). |
In conjunction with ESCAP, attendance of an expert at the

International Conference on Global Water Law System ($2,200).

Joint evaluation of Asian Vegetable Research and Development
Center by representatives of RED, USAID/Manila and TAB/AGR
($2,500 from MOB, involving primarily D/H travel and per

diem) PAR submitted by TGAID A-122 dated June 16 1976 -

- Education and Human Resources Development.
U.S. contribution to the operating‘costs and scholarship -
program of the Colombo Plan Staff College ($28,500).
For the Transition Quartef, RED proposes to support Education and
Human Resources Development by funding & joint evaluation of the
Regional Scholarship Program (Project 246) with SEAHEO, AIT and AIM (85, 500).
{3) FY 1977, RED proposes the activities listed below for
funding from the program and.development éupport project:

= Food and Nutrition.

e e A A AT i e T e il
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Agriculture Marketing Training Improvement in
conjunction with ﬁhe Regional FAO,.SEARCA and
Other Donots ($55;000). \
. - Education and Human Resources Development.
Colombo Plan Staff College ($30,000).
Joint evaluation of SEAMEO Centers (£65,000).
-~ Population Planning and Health.
Joint workshop with TROPMED ($20,060).
- Sector 106 Development Activities.
Joint evaluation of Regional Computer Center

(?roject 244) ($2,500).

. Joint evaluation with ESCAP of the Mekong Baﬁin
Development preject to produce terminal PAR ($5,000)

Workshop with AIT on alternative sources of energy

in South and East Asia ($30,000)

. = Total FY 1977 Program: $147,000.

{4} For FY 1978, RED proposes the activities listed below

for PD & S funding:

- Food and Nutritionm.

For regionally-oriented seminars and workshops

in conjunction with FAO, SEARCA, ESCAP and AIT ($50,000).

- Education and Human Resources Development

Joint evaluations of BIOTROP and INNOTECH ($5 000)

: Colombo Plan Staff College ($35,000)

’ A;“Tﬁ
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Joint Evaluation of Regional Scholarship Program
with SEAMES, AIT and AIM ($5,SOO).
- Sector 106 Development Activities.
Joint. AID/IBM evaluation of Regional Computer &nter
aftér three year initial operatioﬁ ($3,000).
- Joint evaluation of SEATAC ($3,500)
and preparation of terminal PA%.

- Total FY 1978 Program: $102,000.

TR B AL HE b
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