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Introduction 

Concern Worldwide's Development Education Program - The Global Concerns Project - 
has made significant progress and development in its first stage of operation. Ox-er the 
past 2 years, approximately 2,500 students and 25 teachers and administrators have been 
eager to participate in the program, and Concern has received positive feedback on our 
program materials and events. Ovemhelmingly. teachers and students want to learn. 
discuss and debate issues related to international development. The follo\ving repon 
outlines the activities we have engaged in, the progress we have made toward achieving 
our objectives, the effects and sustainability of the program and the lessons learned 
throughout this cycle of the Global Concerns Project. 

Program Narrative 

Objective: To signrficant&. increase awareness and stipporr ofrhe role o f  litired Srores 
citizens and goventmenis in the developme~lr process anto~tgsr High School sruderrrs. 

This objective was achieved through the follouing: 
School participation 
Development and dismbution of resource materials 
Organization of activities 
Program monitoring & evaluation 

School Participation 
The Global Concerns Project was first implemented in schools during the 2002-  
2003 school year. During this period. approximately 1.500 students in 16 schools 
in New York, New Jersey and Illinois participated in the Project. Schools uere 
originally recruited through a partnership tvith the Tufts EPIIC p r o - m :  teachers 
and students participating the in EPIIC were introduced to the Global Concerns 
Project. More schools were recruited through various contacts. and through the 
development of an informational brochure that u.as distributed to interested 
educators throughout the Seu- York and Chicago areas (see attached). 

Beginning in the second school year. 2003-2004. participating schools were 
contacted by the program coordinator. Most teachers were eager and excited to 
participate in the Global Concerns Project again. In addition. 4 neu schools and ' 
new teachers were introduced and now participate in the program. bringins 
another 1,000 students into the program. Teachers and students are able to 
connect with other schools and Concern's community overseas throu* 
presentations, events and the internet. 

Development and Distribution of Reso~irce .Ifarerials 
0 The Global Concerns Project materials focus on current international issues and 

are being used to supplement an existing cuniculum or guide an aRer school club. 
These materials provide teachers with background information on each topic and 



a framework for creating a debate around the issue. Four times per school year. 
Concern provides participating schools with print and online materials about a 
compelling topic. The topics are chosen by focusing on the current global 
climate, issues that link directly to Concern's \vork overseas. and through sutieys 
conducted with teacher and student focus groups. The material is presented in 
such a u-ay as to emphasize critical thinking skills. With the help of a saphic 
designer, a module was created that includes maps, graphs. imazes. quotes. 
articles, statistics, references and web links (see attached). This is used as the 
standard format for all future modules. The intention of the Global Concerns 
Project is not to promote a single way of thinking. but to introduce students to 
many sides of an issue and to encourage them to reflect on the information around 
them. Therefore, each module is designed around a leading question. and focuses 
on a specific country. The student resource gives an overview of diverse 
perspectives on each issue and engages students to connect the issues to their lives 
through challenging questions, discussion starters. role-plays. thought-pro\-okins 
quotes, case studies, and other hands-on activities. 

A teacher resource guide (see attached) was created as a supplement to the 
module. Teacher resources contain focused and current information about each 
topic including articles, reference lists, web links and ad\-ities that emphasize the 
relevance of the issues to students. They provide strategies to help students to 
research and to analyze the issues, as well as develop concise arguments and 
realistic solutions to challenging questions related to the themes. They also give 
ideas for lesson plans and organizing realistic forums (role-plays. meetings. 
roundtables) where students can voice their opinions about the issues. 

Distribution of the program materials began in September 2002. During the 
2002-2003 school year, 4 modules were created. At the end of the grant period in 
September 2003, the first module for the 2003-2001 school year was distributed 
as well. The themes are as follo\vs: 

HIVIAIDS - "Ho\c shozrld a c o l o l r ~  wirh lintired resources resporrd lo irs 
HIV/.IDS crisis? " - Focus on Uganda 

Sanctions Against Iraq - "Slrordd the L'tlrred .'iutions l!fi sancr~ons 
against Iraq? - Focus on Iraq 

Child Labor - "Sho111d child labor be elinrit~a~ed?' - Focus on 
Bangladesh 

Women's Rights - "Slto~tld all women arolr~rd rhe 11orld 11a1.e rhe same 
rights?" Focus on Pakistan 

Hunger - "Is irpossible ro elimi~lnte world hlrnger:'" - Focus on Ethiopia 



A Global Concerns Project website \vas created on Concem's \vebsite. Additional 
information about the program, upcoming events and links to our resources are 
included on this site. 

Acriviries 
The program coordinator made various visits to participating classrooms 
throughout the school year. The coordinator introduces students the current 
module topic and. using a PowerPoint presentation. sho\vs students photo-mphs. 
maps and other detailed information about the focused countn. The presentation 
also includes handouts and stories, and closes with a question and answer period. 
The program coordinator maintains consistent communication and contact \kith 
all participating schools, and makes at least one visit to each school per year. 

The Global Concems project brings in guest speakers from overseas to engage 
with students and to discuss issues affecting their countries. Currently. Concern 
Worldwide works in 28 countries and often has visitors to the Sew Sork office. 
These visitors are regularly invited to classrooms, and the students and teachers 
are enthusiastic about hearing their stories and reports from current field svork. 
Guest speakers have come from: Rwanda, Pakistan. Afghanistan. Haiti. and 
Bangladesh. 

A multi-school xorkshop is organized each spring. bringins together 
approximately 80 students from participating schools to discuss and debate an 
issue they have been studying. These daylong "Global Concerns \Vorkshops" 
have students working in small groups. and at least t\vo experts (from Concem's 
overseas personnel) on the issue and region of focus participate. The guest 

ohout the speakers give presentations and are a resource to the students throu, 
event. 

At the workshop, students are given a role to play and divided into groups with a 
specific task to achieve. The theme for the 2003 Global Concerns \Vorkshop \\as 

HNIAIDS. Students were asked to play the role of an HI\' AIDS advisor. and 
had to develop a program to tackle the problem using limited funds. Students 
debate and discuss essential questions surrounding the problem with their group. 
At the end of the workshop, the students have written a program plan and give a 
brief presentation on it to the other participants. 

The Global Concems Project encouraged students to develop their onn  activities 
related to international issues. One school created beautiful artwork, which \\-as 
auctioned off as a fundraiser for Angola. Another school created an informational 
assembly about access to \vater around the globe. The students produced a 
PowerPoint presentation and made a presentation to the entire school during their 
lunch time 



The program coordinator visited Tufts University hvice to meet with our key 
program partner and participate in the Inquiry high school simulation conference. 
We are also a member of other development education nehvorks. such as the 
Development Education Alliance, The American Forum for Global Education. 
The Comparative and International Education Society. and the Sational Council 
for the Social Studies. Through our participation in these nehvorks. Concern aims 
to build solid relationships with organization and practitioners invohed in 
development and global education research, policy-making and propamming. 
Our involvement in these events will allow us to gain insight into current 
programs, research and curricula related to the field of development education 
and, at the same time, provide an opportunity to present the Global Concerns 
Project to peer organizations and individuals. 

Program Monitoring and Evalrratiot~ 
a A "School Information" questionnaire (see attached) was developed and given to 

all participating schools. The questionnaire provides Concern xith background 
information about the schools, classes and number of students participating. 

In September of 2002, Concern partner with Project Spera. Inc. to conduct 
informal teacher focus groups. Information was collected about the resources 
teachers are currently using to teach about international affairs and the kinds of 
resources they would find beneficial. All I2 of the teachers who panicipated in 
the focus groups said they rely almost exclusively on newspapers and other 
periodicals for information on international issues. The teachers expressed a 
desire for student-friendly resources developed specifically for classroom use. 

Concern developed teacher and student surveys (see attached) to evaluate the 
materials for each module. These sun-eys ha\-e been given to all the teachers and 
students who have received materials. The information gathered enables Concern 
to determine the effectiveness of the Global Concerns Project and the materials 
from the teachers' perspective, and the understanding and interest le\-el of the 
students on the issues. 

Objective: To build the capacih of Concern W'orldu.ide C 3  to intplet~te~tr De~.elopntet~r 
Educario~t acti~~ities it1 L'S High Schools 

This objective was achieved through the following activities: 
Establishment of the Development Education Unit in the Sew York oflice 
Training in Quark Express 
Adaptation of materials from Concern LVorld~vide in Ireland 
Identification of long term funding partners 

Establishment ofthe Developn~ent Educatiott Cnit in rhe .Ye)$. iork oflice 



Concern's Development Education program acti\-ities began with the recruitment of 
the Education Coordinator and the establishment of the Development Education L-nit 
in the New York office. Sarah Smith was hired in November 2001 as the 
Det~elopment Education Coordinator. Sarah created and shaped the Global Concerns 
Project. Upon her departure in June 2003, Jane Fossner rook the position of 
Education Coordinator. 

Training in Quark Express 
Sarah Smith anended an eight-week Quark Express training course. beginning in 
February. Quark Express is publishing sofhvare that has been instrumental in 
developing the program materials. 

Adaptation of materials from Concern Worldwide in Ireland 
In February 2002, the Sarah Smith traveled to Ireland to meet with Concern's 
Development Education team in Dublin and to discuss the program plans and 
materials. The content and design of the Global Concerns Project materials \\ere 
planned and developed based on feedback from the Development Education team in 
Dublin and educators in the US. 

Ident~fication of long ternlfirndingpartrlers 
We are currently identifying long-term funding partners for development education at 
Concern. We are currently researching potential partners and revising our proposal to 
account for program modifications and expansion. 

Impact of the Global Concerns Project 

A main goal of the Global Concerns Project is to introduce students to different 
sides of an issue and encourage them to think critically about the information 
around them. Through student and teacher feedback, we have found that students 
are overwhelmingly interested in the topics presented to them. and enjoy 
discussing and debating the issue with their peers. \Ve have found that the 
content of the Global Concerns Project is generally not in the standard curriculum 
of many schools, and students are eager to kno\v more about currents events and 
the world around them. Students state that they are now more likely to read 
newspaper articles and watch television programming that relates to the topics 
they have learned in the classroom. In addition, the Global Concerns Project 
helps teachers by giving them the necessary material needed for classroom use. 
and supplements that material by providing guest speakers and activities. 

The establishment of the development education p r o - m .  and specifically the 
Global Concerns Project, also had an impact on Concern \Vorld\vide US. It has 
enabled the organization to see how we can utilize our o\-erseas nork to help 
educate people in the United States. Through development education. we are able 
to create a greater sense of axvareness of the type of \vork Concern and other 



NGOs are doing. This brings students a sense of responsibility. and provokes 
thought on current international events and conditions. Concern \Vorld\vide now 
has a better understanding of the depth of kno\vledge among high school students 
and teachers in relation to issues of international and current events. \Ye are alu, 
recognizing that there is a strong demand for this education. and have enjoyed 
working with new partners and discussing our best practices. In addition. by 
sending the program materials to our overseas staff, we are able to bet~er shon 
them how they help to create a link and a contribution to the development 
education program in the United States. 

Concern Worldwide believes that the Global Concerns Project has made a large 
contribution to the field of development education. We have the unique ability to 
use the knowledge and experience of our overseas programs in order to provide a 
more innovative way to educate students. Concern offers concrete examples of 
the society, people, culture and problems encountered in developing countries. 
We are able to provide students \vith guest speakers \vho have first hand accounts 
of the situations that they are learning about. 

Project Sustainability 

The commitment to development education a&\-ities is central to the Concern 
Worldwide US strategic plan both as an objective in itself and as a component of 
our mission statement. 

Throughout the course of the grant period, the Global Concerns Project has 
developed into a successful tool for students and teachers to better understand and 
critically think about current international events. We have built long-term 
relationships with schools and teachers and are eager and excited about the 
continuation and growTh of the program, in addition to expanding our broader 
development education plan. 

Using our evaluations and assessments, we hope to convince private foundations 
in the US of the value of the program, and the significance of improving the 
educational experience of high schools students. The development education 
team and the Concern Worldside US Board of Directors are no\\ actively 
pursuing current funding opportunities. 

Lessons Learned 

During the course of the grant period. the Global Concerns Project grew from an 
idea to a successful reality. The Global Concerns Project has created many 
opportunities for Concern to get support from and build relationships with 
educators and students, and strengthens Concerns nenvorks with other education 
organizations. Through various evaluation and assessment tools, we ha\-e found 
that students and teachers are lacking courses and other suficient resources in 
order to better learn and understand current international issues. Concern believes 



that students desen.e to be educated about the most important international issues 
in our world today. The teachers are extremely grateful that the Global Concerns 
Projects is able to supply them \vith much needed materials, acti\ itles and guest 
speakers at no cost. 

Throughout this time, we have realized that each school and classroom operated 
differently, and have varying amounts of time to xhich they can ded~cate to the 
Global Concerns Project. Therefore. we have created a program that teachers can 
adjust to best fit the needs of their own classroom. In addition. teachers are told 
in advance of future themes, so they are better able to prepare their cumculun~ to 
fit in with the upcoming modules. 

Concern has found it very valuable that both education coordinators were former 
classroom teachers. In this way, they were better able to understand the needs of 
teachers and how to work ivith the overall school and administration team to help 
implement the program. As former teachers, they \Yere also \\.ell equipped to 
ulite lesson plans and knew how to best present information to students. 



Timeline of Activities 

November 2001 

0 Recruited Education Coordinator 

December 2001 - March 2002 

Finalized program name: The Global Concerns Project 
0 Visited Dublin office of Concern to meet \vith Development Education team 
0 Developed program brochure and description, including program aims and plan 

for implementation. 
Met with Tufts University Inquiry coordinator 
Developed plan for program materials: student modules. teaching guides. 
Concern's approach to teaching and learning about international issues. 

0 Initial contact with New York area schools 
Additional letters sent out soliciting contacts at Sew York and Chicago area 
schools 
Began first unit on sanctions (student module and teaching guide) 

April - July 2002 

0 Sent program brochure to all contacted schools. follou ed up \\ ith email or phone 
call 
Visited Chicago schools, seven schools committed to panicipating in GCP 
Visited New York schools, ten schools committed to GCP 
Developed outline for materials 
Finalized topics for 2002-2003 school year: 
Began researching and writing teacher modules and student modules for 
Sanctions and HIVIAIDS 
Designed template for layout of all student modules 

0 Began development of a layout for the website 
Attended Tufts Inquiry simulation 

August 2002-December 2002 

0 Hired development education intern. who worked for 2 months 
0 Finished final copy of Sanctions and HIVAIDS module 
0 Printed and distributed student and teacher modules to schools in Sew lpork and 

Chicago 
Began initial research on Women's Rights and Child Labor 

0 Presentations in Sew York and Chicago schools 
0 Guest speaker from Rwanda spoke in Sew York schools 



January 2003-April 2003 

Education Coordinator trip to Africa to gain better insight into Concem's 01-erseas 
work 
Printed and distributed Women's Rights and Sanctions modules 
Guest speaker - Concern staff member in Afghanistan speaks to students 
Collected and compiled feedback from students 

0 Organized multi-school workshop on HIVAIDS. included 3 schools and brought 
in two expert guest speakers from Concem projects o\.erseas 

2003-September 2003 
0 Recruited new education coordinator 
0 Contacted participating schools for GCP participation in the ne\\ school year 

Contacted 10 new schools, follo\ved up \\ith information on GCP 
0 Finalized topics for the 2003-2004 school year 
0 Researched and developed Hunger module 



The Global Concerns Project Participating Schools 

Chicago: 
Jones College Preparatory School 
Leo High School 
Maria High School 
Mother LVcAuley High School 
Queen of Peace High School 
Resurrection High School 
St. Ignatius College Prep 

New York: 
Aquinas High School 
Bronx Science High School 
Columbia Preparatory School 
Girls and Boys Harbor School 
High School of Telecommunications 
Iona Preparatory School 
Marymount High School 
Lehmann High School 
Montclair High School, KJ 
Preston High School 
Stuyvesant High School 
Livingston High School, NJ 
LaGuardia High School 



Thoughts about the Global Concerns Project 

"Thank you for showing our girls the need for aaareness and the need for 
constant watch on the world as a whole. Your effecti\eness and knowledge is 
truly appreciated on all levels." 

- Teachers at Resurrection High School. Chicago 

"You really made me aware of the things we have here and the things other 
people need around the world." 

- Student at Aquinas High School. Bronx SY 

"We've enjoyed your materials. They make for very insightful discussions and 
the students have become much more globally a\vare." 

- Teacher at High School of Telecommunications. Brookl!n SY 

"The guest speakers are wonderful.. . the students are still talking about the 
woman who visited from Rwanda last year." 

- Teacher at Preston High School. Bronx SY 

"My students last year and this year appreciated being able to come into contact 
with 'the real people' doing hands-on work around the tvorld.. . A couple of my 
students from last year are pursuing programs of assistance to Africa 8: AIDS 
support programs via their colleges." 

- Teacher at Columbia Preparatory School. SY 





COHQlW v , j + a . n o n - d e n m l n L t i o ~ I .  voluntary 
organ.zar#on commmed.to:therel~d, wsinance and advance- 
ment of me porhn  peopkin need hlai &doped anas of 
the world. Gmcern.h.r ovdr%000 p.kanel.prkjn6 in 29 
counrroes acmss fau&mntinent+ Since ,w;i&ncern has 
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C H I L D  LABOR 

DID I O U  KNOW? 
The United Not ions Convention on the Rights 

of the Child (CRC) is one of the most important 

legal documents defining children's rights. The 

United States and Somalia are the only two 

countries in the world that have NOT ratif ied 

the CRC. According t o  Human Rights Watch, the 

US violates children's rights and the CRC in 

three main ways: the conditions for children in  

prisons and the iustice system, the detention o f  

children by  the Immigration and Naturalization 

Service (INS) and the use o f  children (17 years 

old) as soldiers. For more information, g o  to 

http://www.hrw.org/children/us.htm 

There are almost as many child laborers 

around the world as there are citizens of 

the United States. 

Are you a child laborer? 
WHAT IS A CHILD? 
According to the hterrational Labor Organization (IlO] and the United 

Nations Cowention orr the Rights o f  the Child, a child is  any person 

under the age o f  18 

DIFFERENT KINDS OF WORKING CHILDREN 
Economically Active Childrenore children involved in any kind of 

work. legcll or illegal, poid or unpaid. This category includes a 15 year 

old who deivers papers as well as an 8 year old who works in a 

sweatshop. 

352 -niliioo chidre!; c;:: 5 - 17 ore economically active. 

Child Laborers ore children 5 -  15 doing work that prevents them from 

going to d c o l  or is dangerous or hazardous. Children who are older 

than 15 and are invovm?d in "hazardous" work or the "unconditional 

worst forms" o f  chic labor are also considered child laborers. A I 5  

year-ola die delivers papers is not considered a child laborer, but a 14 

year-old ,working in a shop for more than 14 hours a week i s  considered 

o child laborer. 

246 rnill;o:~ clrtloic,? 3.. i 5 - 17 ore ch~ld loboreis. 

Children Doing Hazordous Work do work that jeopardizes their 

physical, psychologica or emotional healih - construction workers, 

welders, some factori. workers, children working excessive hours, etc. 

171 mrli ion c t ~ l d , ~ ? ;  tl<,i-s 5 - 17 ore working in horardoui conditions. 

Uncondit ional Wors t  Forms of Child Labor  are the forms of child 

labor that the international community has said are illegal and must be 

abolished mmeaiatel~/ The unconditional worst forms of child labor 

include child slaver,y, children in armed conflict, sexual exploitation o f  

children, childrer in drug production and trafficking. 

8.4 million cliildr~,n -:;.;i 5 -- 17 ore eogoged in uncond~tronol worst forms 

of child lohor. IDehed  by the LO, r tat i i t~ci  f rom 2U01 

Numbers of Children in Unconditional Worst Forms of Child Labor 



Did a child laborer harvest the food you ate for lunch? 

WHY DO CHILDREN WORK? 
POVERTY: In countr:es where the cveroge pe.son earns iess 

t h a ~  $500 per year, children make up nea-I,? half the a b o -  %rce 

anc o v.or~ing child usually contributes over 20' : of  h:s o r  he, 

forrily's income. Parents need children to work, often fo r  fom;lv 

farms o -  b~snesses. +o support the !am;y Sometmes a wo rk -g  

child I S  the only way to  ensure a fami!,y,'s suivivai 

LACK OF QUALITY SCHOOLS: Wnen schoois are iew o v  

far between or  o f  poor qual~ty man) chldren end up *o.k -9 

CHEAP LABOR: F-c c.e.i  c z -  - 5 . 2  . cz. :- 2 - 5 -  tii 2 - 2  

,jelanZ --,- -. "I-- - - -  - - - - - -  ie :- 2.e. - ..-- - -  --. - - - '*I.., :. 
,."de.s'a"d 'be. 'c- 's  ->.e-'i :"?- - -  . *  :- :.e- ,.,:., "-7 :- 

" 

* r e  ia-> la.- oecg-ie '-e, c c - - r .  - .e r: : :r:-e-i 

L 

DID A CHILD MAKE YOUR SHOES? 
Fron cioth,ng p.oductign to  toy  w a n ~ f a c t ~ r i ~ g  co.oo'at'o-s 

are c o l t  nually able 13 skirt ;nte 'zat i~nal  'cibs anc use c r  0 303'  V O - ~ ~  

iacturers such as hike. Pepsi. D sney G a p  M c D o ~ c l d s  Guess a-c Adoas 

have been accused o' us,ng ch id wor%e.s N:ke a c o r p o r o t 3 r  ii+i 5.- ct  

age policies fo r  ts employees, has admtted !hat children 3s 43ung as ' :2 
are rno<iig shoes, clothing a d  soccer ba Is. But lack 0' b ,t? ,ecoras a-a 

easily fo-ged documents r a k e  it aif!icuit 'o keep k:ds c ~ '  c' 'ac':. es 

Add t i cn~ l ! y .  many argue tbot chiidre- : \ 3 r k ' v j  n i cc 'z r  ei c -e  ecP-'-3 

vauab e skills and earping a saary  t-at r i gh t  be theif i a m e s '  on \ sodrce 

of  income. Should N ike  fire o r  hire child laborers? 

T 

DID YOU KNOW? 
8.4 million children worldwide ore imobed 

in "unconditional worrt form" of child 

labor - slavery, bondage, prostibdion, 

pornography, armed conflict and illicit 

activities. This is more *on the total number 

of people living in New York City (8 million). 

' 300,000 children under 18 serve in 

government military forces or armed rebel 

groups. Some of h e r e  children ore as young 

as 8 years old. 



Child labor gives children an income 
and skills-should it be banned? 

1 BANGLADESH COUNTRY INFORMATION 
LOCATION: Southern Asia, bordered by India and Myanmar 

POPULATION: 13~'.400.000 

SIZE: Bcngladest.~ I: slightly smaller than Iowa 

5 ETHNIC GROUPS, 98% Bengali, 2% tribal groups 

RELIGIOFIS: 83',', Muslim, 16% Hindu, 1% other 

LANGUAGES: Bar)!;la or Bengali is the official language. English is 

the second most ~ ~ s e d  language. 

GOVERNMENT: l'oriiamentary Democracy; Prime Minister: Khaleda Zia 
i 
\ I'.~!.:,I,: INFANT MORTP kI':Y RATE: 67 infants die per 1,000 births 

w e w e  : W ~ x '  Cox's' <'-j 
Bazar 1. LIFE EXPliCT.hN''lr 58 years 

~~~p~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
- ~ Source: UNDP20M 

THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM 
Most Bangladeshis are Muslim.~t~e Five 

Pillars of lslam are the five obligatisns that wery  

Muslim must satisfy in order to live a good c ~ r d  

responsible life according to Islam. 

The Five Pillars consist of: 

SHAHADAH: sincerely reciting t te  Muslim p-ofession 

of faith. 

SALAT: performing ritual prayers in the proper way 

five times each day. 

ZAKAT: paying an alms [or charity] tax to benefit the 

poor and the needy. 

SAWM: fasting during the month of Ramadnn. 

HAJJ: pilgrimage to Mecca. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Bangladesh is one of  the world's poorest and most 

densely populated countries. Most people in 

Bangladesh live crowded onto a delta of rivers 

that empty into the Bay of  Bengal. Floods and 

cyclones frequently ravage the country. In 1991 

a tidal wave killed approximately 138,000 

people and in 1998  the worst ever flood 

devastated two-thirds of the country. 



CHILD LABOR IN BANGLADESH 
What would you do about child labor in Bangladesh? 

Bangladesh is one of the poorest countries in the 
world. The average annuai saiary IS just $ 3 9  and at ieost 33: : ;i 
the population is undernourshed T h s  derastotng pobertk has forced 

moly familes to send their chtldren tc w o - i  at a ber, k3ung age. 0 . 3 -  

7 n i l i o n  children work n Bangladesh Woiking chldren T Bangiaaes- 

provide as much as 25' : of their families' i-come 

Bangladesh has several iaws prohibiting ch id  i abc i  and the Bang:adesi 

government has ratified the U N  C ~ n . ~ e r t , o n  on the R:gWs o i  the Ch id  

as well as the 110 Conventions 59 and 138 n a k r g  it I e g a  for ch'dren 

unoer the age o f  14 to work in industrial manuiacturing or o+i.er inb~sf-tes 

considereo tne worst forms of child labor Although these a u s  ex s t  

thei are not always enforced and many ch:ldrer ore able to get 1398 

Brths in Bangladesh are o f ten  not regsteied so there I S  no uccwate 

documentation of a person's age. This rrieucs chldrer  are able to 

pretend they are oia enough to worr  Goieinments ore -iten reiuc:a"+ 

to admit that ch :d  labor exists in their coun.r,es because r might e a d  to 

indust,~es shutting down, having a negative mpac. 311 !her econom es 

a DID YOU KNOW? 
In Bonglade sh... - 12 % of the entire work force is children 

6 , 5 8 4 , 0 0 0  children oger 5-1 5 work 

1 5 , 0 0 0  children are involved in street prostitution 

3 % of the armed forces are children 
* 

9 Girls ore bought for prostitution for $175 
3 

2 0 , 0 0 0  women and girl3 were trafficked for prostitution in 2000 
Y 

3 5 , 0 0 0  - 4 5 , 0 0 0  children ore involved in drug trafficking 



SHOULD CHILD LABOR 
B E  ELIMINATED? Cha nd ra, 14 YEARS OLD 

Does child labor violate a child's rights? tea estate worker, N E P A L  
1:::: yeor I started ,working on a tea estate. My 

If YOU boycott your favorite sneaker company r:)cients work on the tea estate also. but thev do not 

because it emp /op  children in its factories, , k p  enough noney for food and clothes for my 

what might happen? 
What should be done about child labor? 

arothers and sisters and me It takes me over an 

r :u r  to wall: to the estate. I spend my days picking 

: I  d Icading tea and fetching water. 1 had to 

Da ma ris, 13 YEARS OLD 

farmer, U S A  
I work in the broccoli and lettuce fields in Orizorla. During 

the peak season, I often work ' 4  lho~;s a d r ~  in 100~ 

degree temperatures. For months 1 lhuie s~iffered  fro^ 

frequent nosebleeds and hav? passed a t  on seveial 

occasions. Even though 'vmz been ;:::k from bei lg  

exposed to dangerous pesticices, I keep .iv working It's 

very difficult. I just endure it. 

factory worker, P A K I S T A N  
1 work in a factory sewlng soccer balls I **31k 60 hours a 

weekand make $1  2 0  each day Sometimes N,? hake to work 

in the dark because the foreman d3esn.t \vent the people 

.who come to visit to be able to toke pnct3;~rcphs. I never 

speak because I'm afraid of beins1 punisher! C l e  time, the 

foreman punished me for wasting n~ater:c Pe took me irto 

the storage closet and whipped me:" 

Sundays off and I like to play soccer. 

cocoa farmer, BENIN 
'Nher ,'r::i 9 ,/ears old mv uncle sold me to a man going to 

i g r ;  ~ o r k e d  siting sand from gravel in a quorry. 

The-$5 ! /e.r  lots of other kids at the quarry. At night. we 

r.ep- :,r, -:::ki 3f corn in  a warehouse. One day, my boss hit 

me or tl,:: ,hou1der ivith a shovel. 1 started crying and he hit 

me agci . He h t  me so hard I decided to escape. I went 

lhack :r. 71 village but a few weeks later my mother paid a 

man tc t r . 9  me l o  Ivory Coast where I am now working on 

rr  coccn r:Im with my brother. 1 miss my parents. If 1 w e r  get 

iomt: 1': (olnc to t e !  my dad that I want to go to school. 



Nadia, 1  YEARS O L D  

S usa n ,15 uuas OLD, 

rebel soldier, UGANDA 
Lost year, the rebels come to my town and took ail 

the kids to fght in their ormy. One boy tried to 

. escape, but he was cought.. His hands were tied. 

and then they mode w kill him with a stick. I fell 

sick. I knew this boy from before. We were from 

the rame village. I refused to kill him and they told 

me they would shoot m e  They pointed a gun at 

me. ia I hod to cc i t  T'le boy was asking me, "Why 

ore you doing this? I raid I had no choice. I still 

dreoq abou! ine bey from my villoge who I killed. 

a- 
I see him in my dreams. and he is talking to me and 

saying I killed him fz. nothng a-d I om crying. 
e:: 

Salani, 7w:io, 
servant, S F  L A N  K A  
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How does HIV/AIDS affect children and communities? 

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF AlDS 

EDUCATION 

HIVAIDS i j  havng a (hastat ing impact on children and education 

systems in cleveoping comtries. Some children and youth are forced to 

drop out o !  ictiool becmse they are infected with HIVAIDS Others are 

forced to work because members of their households ore ill, and some 

children cannot afforc to go $0 school because their family must pay to 

care for someone ,witLi AIDS Schools are losing teachers at an alarming 

rate becau'ie cf  AIDS 

ECONOMY 

The majority o f  people irfected with HIVAIDS are between 15 and 45 

years old--the most ecc~nomical ly~productive age group. AlDS has 

forced many peops ts  save their jobs, causing economic hardship for 

both individuals and ircustries. 

RURAL FAMILIES 

HIV AlDS has been portcuarly devastating for farmers who depend on 

crop output f o ~  ther ve!ihood. Many have been forced to sell their 

land or go without food because they cannot care for their farms. 

31 DID YOU KNOW? 
Over 90% of people with HIV/AIDS live in developing countries. 

In Africa, over 12.1 million children are orphaned because of 

AIDS. That number i s  expected to double in the next decade. 

In 2002, 30,000 AlDS patients in Africa are receiving HIV/AIDS 

treatment. This is ten times more than 2 years ago, but accounts 

for only 1 % of oll the people with HIV/AIDS on the continent. 

Botswana has the highest AlDS prevalence rate in the world: 

40% of adults in Botswana are infected, and in the next 

10 years, 25% of households in Botswana will lose at  least 

one income eorner. 



Does AlDS have the same impact on Africans as it does on Americans? 

Since 1982 when the term AlDS was 
used for the first time, po re  ti.00 60 
million people have been :niected 'Gth !he H V  

vlrus HIV AIDS is the fourtn mcshdeadi\ alsecse 

wor ldvide s n c e  'be late 708, the dlsecse has 

taten approximotelv 27.8 m . l o r  hves A' +he end 

of  2031. 40 million peopie worldwide were (wrg  

with HIV o l d  ai'nos! ' in  3 3i those , - a  ,.to 

Y V  ADS ore young a d ~ : t s  aged i5.;L 

HIVJAIDS IN AFRICA 
HIV ADS I S  the ead i -g  cause o8 aeath I "  Ai7c: 

Over 28 mill~on o: the 40 -1i113- p e 3 p e  ~ ' 3  

have HIV AlDS in tne world i e  r Air8co o r T  

ode- hall the world's AIDS cases are r ,  eastern 

aid southern A i r ca  In a i e n  cob-tres Ugo-dc 

betrg a notable case ecucatton c?c o -e .e~ !  on 

eticr+s have lowered AIDS prevalence w e s  11 

rrany codntres hoiveber ack  o f  -esob-ces a r c  

polltical wil: have imited preventor p r3g ra r i  

cnd hign ccst i  a w  strlc' pateot lows have 

restricted t r e c t ~ e n t  and care ic. ADS pat e-'s 

d DID I O U  KNOW? 
In 1991 the U.N. estimated that 
by 2000, 9 million people in 

sub-Saharan Africa wwld be 

infected wim AIDS. In fact, 24 million 

people in wb-Saharan Africa had 

HIV/AIDS in 2000. 
Life expectancy in Botswana is 

39 years. Wittmut HIV/AIDS life 

expectancy in Botswana wwld be 

72 years. 

The Ukraine has the highest 

HIV/AIDS prevalence rate in Europe 

-1 % of the adult population is 

infected, three-quarters of he caws 

are drug users. 

HIV / AIDS AROUND THE WORLD - 2001 

PERCENTAGE OF ADULTS IN THE UNITED STATES AND 
SOUTHERN AFRICA INFECTED WITH HIV/AIDS, 2001 
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PEOPLE AND CULTURE 
Uganda's population is  complex and 
diverse-Ugandans speak many dif ferent 

languages and have a variety o f  c u l t ~ r a l  prac;ices 

FOOD 
A main meal in Uganda usually consists o f  meat (beef. 

goat and mutton) and a grain (corn meal, o r  ugali] 

Millet and sorghum are other grains grown in Uganda 

and are eaten, like ugali, as a porridge or  b r e a d  

Grasshoppers and termites are olso a part of  scme 

Ugandans' diet. 

CLOTHING 
Gomasi are dresses worn on special cccasions by 

Ugandan women. Gomasi are long wrap dresses 

usually made out of  fine linen or  silk that look like 

Indian saris. Used clothing i s  one of  Uganda's largest 

imports. 

ENVIRONMENT 

Uganda faces fewer environmental pressures than 

neighboring c o u n t r i e s  Uganda's p o p ~ ~ l a t i o n  density 

is low and almost 25% of  the land s fel-tile and arable. 

Uganda is the home o f  one o f  the last iemoining 

habitats of mountai l  gorillas. There are many other 

animals living in Uganda including chimpanzees 

warthogs, elephants, lions, waterbuck, Cope buffalo, 

and various birds. 

Is there a link between AIDS and poverty? 

UGANDA COUNTRY INFORMATION 
POPULAllON 23,3C~C3000 [ U S  population i s  287,255,394) 

SIZE: Uganda is s i qh t y  smaller than Oregon 

CAPITAL CITY. K o i p o a  

GOVERNMENT: Republic; President Yoweri Museveni is both the chief 

o f  stote and the hem! o f  government. The president is elected every 

five years through se le ra l  elections and the president appoints the 

cabinet and prime r%nister last elections were held iii March 2001 

ETHNIC GROUPS: Baganda 17YG, Kaiamojo~lg 12°io, Basogo 8%. 

lteso 8% longi 6'::. R,nmnda 6%. Bagis~i 5%. Acholi 4% Lugbara 4C/o, 

other 29%' non-Africcri. 1 %  

RELlGlOhlS: Romar~ Catholic 33'/~, Protestant 33V0, Muslim 16%. 

indigenous beliefs 'S" 

LANGUAGES: English (off icial) Gonda, Luganda and Swahili. 

LIFE EXPECTANCY: 14 years [females: 44.6 yeors, males: 43.3 years] 

FERTILITY RATE: 7 1 children born to  every woman 

SCHOOL, EI\IRQI.LMIiNT RATE: 45% [41nh o f  gir ls 49% of  boys 

are enrolled in school] 

LITERAC'Y RATE:  6:' I .'/o o f  population (77.8'/0 males and 

56.8% females ore I -ernte]  

Source: UNDP Humon Development Report 2002 



U G A N D A  

Numbers of people with HIVIAIDS 
in the United Stales and Uganda in 1993, 1997 and 2001 

Is life improving for Ugandans with AIDS? 



H O W  SHOULD COUNTRIES 
W I T H  LIMITED RESOURCES 
RESPOND TO HIV/AIDS? 
How to respond to the AlDS crisis is the subiect of heated debate. Even though global promises have 

been made and goals have been set, there is  not always agreement witniii the inte.national community about what are the most 

important components of HlViAlDS o l i c y .  Prevention and treatment progrars frequently have to compete over limited funds. 

Some people believe treatment is  tco expensive and complicnied to be administered effectively. Some point to the number o f  

AlDS orphans and devastating mortclity rates, particularly within the work force, 3s reasons to require that treatment reaches 

everyone in need. And still others argue that limited funds should not necessarily go to HIV'AIDS programs because o f  the 

prevalence o f  other illnesses such as malaria, dehydration and tuberculosis that ore easier and less costly to treat and prevent. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
How do you think governments of developing countries should respond to the ADS crisis? What ore the most important 

components of an HIVIAIDS program? Why? The following opinions demonstrate different priority areas for a response to 

HlViAlDS. Which o f  these opinions do you agree with? Which do you dsagree with? 

"Prevention and care are complementary not competing priorities. Prevention 
secures the future. Treatment saves lives and money immediately." 

-PFTERPIOE UNAIDS, OPENING CEREMON): XIVINTERNATIONAL AIDS CONFERENCE 

"In Uganda ,  where  w e  we re  once synonymous 

w i th  HIViAIDS, w e  a re  n o w  counted as  a 

success story and people a re  corning from all 

"Treatment and prevention g o  hand in hand. The availability of treatment motivates individuals to  be  tested, 

whereas stigmatization and certain death discourage people from being informed about HIV status. 

Treatment wil l  augment, not replace, the prevention efforts already in p loce  In many areas, programs 

currently exist that provide prevention education and palliative care for those with AIDS and HIV infection. 

Treatment options will greatly expand the credibility and capacity of such programs within their communities. 

Treatment prevents the creat ior o f  more orphans. As the wor ld  population of children orphaned b y  AlDS 

moves into the tens o f  millions, it is imperative that treatment become rapidly available to  infected parents and 

adult caretakers t o  stem this massively growing tragedy." 

HEALTH GAP COALITION, WWWHEALTHGAPORG 



"HIL among children is  a growing problem. p a r t i ~ ~ 1 o r . y  ' re  

codntries hardest bit by the AIDS epidemic. The o v e w h e i m i ~ g  

majority of infected children ocqliire the infection +hrodgh - ~ ' ? e ~ - + s -  
child transmission Prevention o! HIV nfect lon in infants c l d  \odng 

children is now a high priority and has Deep the rallying pain! (0. 

enhanced prevention efforts." 

W O R L D  HEALTH ORGANIZATION, PREVENTION OF HIY IN INFANTS A N D  YOUNG CHILDREN 

"The [World] bank, in what it now describes as "a 
'classic' study," urged in 1992 that Tanzania fund 'only 
palliative treatment of opportunistic illness,' not 
antiretroviral drugs. Even then, the study warned against 
'diverting resources from that which could save lives' for 
spending 'on treatment of the terminally ill.' 

Jonathan Quick of WHO$ essential medicines 
program commissioned a chart in 7997 that sought to 
illustrate the same point. For every $10,000 spent, he 
asked, how many lives could be saved from a sampling 
of killer diseases? Economists produced a bar graph 
depicting 9,900 dehydrated children at the top, hundreds 
of pneumonia and tuberculosis patients in the middle, 
and one solitary AlDS victim at the bottom." 

B A R T O N  GELLMAN A N  UNEOUAL CALCULUS OFLIFE A N D  DEATH, 

THE WASHINGTON POSr  DECEMBER 27.2aW 

"Those who advocate bringing triple themw to the 

world's poor argue their aru, on both philmoph'il 

and pradiml grounds The former stress equity, 

saying poor AlDS pati ih shouldn't dim W imcause 

they don't have the money for drugs The laltef 

stress the notion that treotreent mskts pravention - 
h t  onfy when people hove hope of gelting 

antiretrovirals will they come forwrrd in large 

numben to be tested for the virus a step h t  ohen 

leads to safer behavior. 

' H w e r ,  not every s*pert or orgonimtion 

odvocoted bringing triple thsmpy to the davelopiq 

world. Opponents soid mot poor couhier d i i t  

have the money, focilitii or expertim to uss 

ontiretrovimls optimally. ond mot d o p h d  ups 

c o d  rpreod rasistont strains of HN orgusd. 

i d ,  that limited resources should go fw AlDS 

prevention. primrily public edumih, condom 

distribution and the use of antimtrovimk during 

labor to prevent mother-to-child holarninion.' 

-MmIIDI1*AlDSDRlffSU166DmPYVEWrSIY 

W O R W U N T R I E $ l n E ~ m ~ 2 z l I P 1  
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SANCTIONS 
What should the United Nations do when there is a 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? threat to international peace and security? 
When you think of sanctions, wh,at words come to mind? 
Why do you think sanctions are i,mposed? 
Do you think you are affected by sanctions? How? 

Imagine Tanilutu, a smo country with a corrupt government. 

Tanilutu's leaders ore bulld~rg nuclear weapons and have been known to 

imprison people who csu3- re  with the government, It is believed that 

Tanilutu will s301 be able tc make biological weapons that could be 

used against any country I ;  the world. 

Many courtries disng~ee with the government of Tanilutu, and are 

fearful that ihe leaders r ight use their weapons to kill innocent people. 

What should these co~ntr ie;  co? Should they wage war against Taniiutu? 

Sho~ ld  they kill the leaders z f  Tanilutu? Should they try to negotiate with 

the leaders ot Tanilutu? Should they impose sanctions againsi Taniuiu? 

Sanctions against Tanilutu might mean freezing its money or 

restricting the government's ability to import goods so it wouldn't be able 

to make new weapons Are sanctions the best way to protect the world 

from the threat cf the Tan i.tu government? What do you think? 

a DID YOU KNOW? 
Cities and states con impose sanctions againrt another country. 

Since 1995 at least 2 1 cities and 2 states (Massachusetts and 

Vermont) have imposed sanctions against Myanmar (Burma). 

' New York City imposed sanctions against Burma in 1997-the city 

claims the sanctions are not being enforced, though they haven't 

been formolly suspended. 

' Why have so many cities imposed sanctions against Myanmar? 

See www.ofii.org for more information about State and Municipal 

Sanctions 



SANCTIONS AROUND THE WORLD 
Who is responsible for maintaining world peace? 

The United Nations Security Council's [a g ' o ~ p , ~  th - w UN 
co-$sting of representatives from 15 count-es) 3:ma', ~ ~ ' 3 0 s e  '5 +3 

nm'n+an in te r ra t3na  peace and secuiiti The Secb- t .  Cvunc ?cs  gne 

power to  take military action ana impose sanctions a g a ~ s t  o cc-n!., ,.a+ s a DID I O U  KNOW? 
co i sde red  a threat to peace and security The US has soaim agoinrt VANUATU. 

Hare y w  ever heard of this cwntry? 

UN SANCTIONS Where i s  V a n w t d  

This map shows all countries that have been sanctioned by the Why is the US sanctioning Vanuatu? 

UN. Countries with an (*)  are no longer sanctioned by the UN. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

5 3 - z . : - > . "  .--- -" *.. 
impose sanctions on that country? How long have the sanctions been .--..- - u  - - - - . . - -in .-; .--- 
in place? Are the sanctions having the intended consequences? <-.. - - --. . -. 

, What do you think? 

Are you surprised there are sanctions against certain countries? 
Which ones? 

CeC3-ie  :. -L.. - - * 
^ ^  . -_D_. i  ._- _ 
4-.- . --.. . - 

Do you have friends or family members from countries that have been z s : .  - -".-. " - . "- - -  - - =< -. 2-2 

sanctioned? What do they say about sanctions? - - - -  . -".? , = :. - - <  - "  - - .  - 
Choose one of the countries on the mao to research. Whv did the UN ' . ' z - .  :PI': e :e e.e 



I R A Q  

Iraq is about the s z e  o f  California 

d DID I O U  KNOW? 
According to inside sources... 
' Saddom sleeps in secret houses or 

tents rather than in his palaces. 

Saddam dies his hair block. 

' Saddam smokes Cuban cigars given to 

him by Fidel Castro. 

' Saddam writes romance novels. 

Saddam has many degrees, including 

a Master's Degree in Military Sciences 

and a Doctorote in Law. 

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS 
Iraq i s  o Republic. The Ba'ath Party 

controls the government and is the only 

recognized political party in the country. 

Saddam Hussein is the President [since 

1979), the Prime Minister (since 1994) and 

the Head o f  the Revolutionary Command 

Council [RCC). The RCC is the most pow-  

erful political group in the country, and i:; 

responsible for electing the president. The 

National Assembly has 250 members and is 

elected every four years. 

What effect have sanctions had in Iraq? 

PEOPLE, LANGUAGE, RELIGION, CULTURE 
ETHNIC GROUPS: Arab 7.5:'-807: Kurdish 15~2074, Turkoman, Assyrian o r  other 5% 
LANGUAGES: Arabic, Kurdish. Assyri3.1 Armenian (many people speak English as a 

seconuary language) 

RELIGIONS: Muslim 97% [Shi'a 60U/&65?cc. Sunni 32%~37%], Christian or  other 3% 



SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAQ 
Should sanctions against Iraq be lifted? 

SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAQ 
Trade restricted: B~,,irg 'mm and se:  " 3  to I-cq excea1 d i-.---.- ..,,,. - . e c  

food, medical supa e s  a-d ot-e, ^ ~ n c - " c ~ c -  gcods  ere o.2. a 'e:: 

Money frozen: A 1 assets o l d  ba lk  accod-+s c '  'be i w c  g ~ . e - - v '  

*ere blocked. 

Trovel prohibited: Travel 0.-d tronsoo.to'or ,e cted cc7' .  . PS - I -CG 

w + h  the e x c e ~ t i c n  o i  s o r e  i s ~ r p a l  8.c act . t ,  c r a  US 2' UN 3-8 -ess 

+,ere p ro i i b ted  

At t i e  t me o'  -ns wr i tng t?e UN oe"e.es Iraq i h  3218 a 

jigrlficont th-eat 13 o ' e ~ ~ t i o n o  see-I t ,  - - t i  ' ju--elce,s ' s  : .e-rc- j  

of POSS des*.uctio-, c r d  o n g ~ r c n g e  ~ s s  es Otoers b e  e.e b ~ . i e . e -  

thc' Iraq dces no- labe weapors 3 '  TOSS des:rucii-.q a ~ c  8-2. c -2 '  e' 

nsDectors n t o  'he ccbntry unt; tne sanctcns cre i t e c  

a DID I O U  KNOW? 
The penalties for vidating Iraqi sanctiom r o w  

from up to 12  years in iail to $1,000,000 in fim 

How do y w  think h e  UN enforcer s a d c w a ?  



SHOULD THE U N  LIFT 
SANCTIONS AGAINST IRAQ? 
Afte r  Iraq's invasion o f  Kuwtrit i n  1990, the United Nations imposed sanctions against lraq. According to the 

UN, sanctions have remained in place because Iraq poses a significant threat to nteinational peace and security. lraq is 

believed to have weapons of mass destruction capabilities and an appalling human r ghts record. But not everyone supports 

the sanctions. Many people believe sanctions are to blame for the dire humanitarian situation in lraq, and some ttink Iraq 

does not have weapons of mass destruction and is therefore not a threat to internatonal security What do you think? 

"The conditions in l r a q  a re  appal l ing. Malnutrit ion i s  running a t  about  30% for  children under 

5 years o l d  ... This i s  d irect ly a t t r ibutable to  the impact of sanctions ... W e  a re  in the process 

of destroying an  entire society. It is as simple and  terr i fy ing as that. It i s  i l legal a n d  immoral." 

DENIS HALLIOAK FORMER U N  ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL 

A N 0  HUMANITARIAN COOROIN,4TOR I N  IRAQ, THEINDEPENDENT? 15 OCTOBER 1998 

"Sanctions deserve credit for keeping vast resources out of the hands of a regime 
dedicated to attaining and augmenting its weapons of mass destruction capabilities. 
Sanctions have imposed significant costs on Saddam Hussein and curtailed his ability t o  

MONITORING U N I T  I N  IRAQ 

"Economic sanctions in a world where war i: r x r  l w g e r  ;! v~ahle o j ~ i ' o , :  air: .; , i .!i.'ic and real alternative 
SENATOR ROBERT G. TORRlCELLl (DEMOCRAT, 1iiE:VJiRSF;: H ' i P  ' n W h K F i i  0PGfPl;t ' l  ' - ' ! ' : 'B , ! :  t" ' , '.; 'r"'l ! ; I  HTMI  



"Iraq's medical supply shortages are the result of the central government's stockpiling, selective 

distribution, ond exploitation of domestic and international relief medical resources... Resumption 

of public health programs . . . depends completely on the Iraqi government ... Iraq i s  exploiting the 

humanitarian issue to maintain world sympathy and possibly to extend as long as possible the 

influx of free goods!' 

THEPENTAGON, HlTP ,  W G U L F L l N K O S D  M I L  SEARCH O E C U S S  HTML 

"The US has justified some of the most harmful sanctions by 

calling them necessary to prevent lraq from developing any 

weapons of mass destruction. For example, it has banned pencils 

for school children because these pencils contain grophite, which 

is  also a lubricant. The malnutrition and disease continue because 

lraq is  intentionally denied any of the necessities of modern life." 

SAR4fIOUNOERS. NIEi \TEr i ' .A : !O?& 4:-C'. It'.?: 

iMM.b'IACENTER ORG DELI'+< Hi.\{ 

" I t  is o i t v a l l y  the  U n l e d  Stoles tho! w o i  the outhor  o f  the 

oi l - for- food pfogrom wh ich  perm,!,  S a d d a m  t o  i d  ot i  for 

f o o d  1 6  w e  had i c t  dope  tho! ona i f  the r o n c t i o ~ i  

weren'! n place t h e l  he w o u l d  be r e  8-g 0 1 '  !3. +onL.s 

5 0  I! ii the U n  !cd S!oler o l d  o u r  o i e i  'hot h o v e  n o d e  

I change inabusive government policies, 
and woid complicity in abuses.. . 1, 
-RWM EXEfWM OUiECTOR HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH 
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WOMEN'S RIGHTS 
What are your rights? 

WHAT ARE WOMEN'S RIGHTS? 
Women's rights are the economic, social and cultural 
freedoms to which all people are entitled. Forwomen to 

realize their rights they must lhave equal access to resources and oppor- 

tunities and equal treatment n economic and social life. In  many parts o f  

the world, women are not .rsated on an equal basis as men and are 

denied their basic freedorrs necause they are women. 

The Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW) i s  one r o f  the most important legal instruments 

defining women's rights. CEDAW was adopted in 1979 by the United 

Nations and i s  ar  internatiol-a law to ensure equality between women 

and men. According tc this luw, women must have access to and equal 

opportunities in political and public life, including the right to 
vote and to stand for election, as well as education, health and 
employment. Countres lh'rrt hove agreed to this convention are 

legally bound to take action to ensure that all women can enioy their 

human rights and freedoms 

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GENDER 
AND SEX? 
The term gender refers to how women and men are perceived and 

expected to think and act in o particular cultural, economic and 

socio-economic context. Gender is a socially defined expectation 

for roles, attitudes and va l~es  which communities and societies think 

appropriate for one sex o ,  :ne other. Sex, on the other hand, refers 

to the biological differences between women and men. 

What are examples of gender roles? 

a DID YOU KNOW? 

Imagine an American 21 year-old woman with a college 

degree and two years' work emperience. Now imagine 
an American man of the same age, with the same level of 

education, work experience and kills. Imagine the woman 
and the man have lhe exad same job. For every $100 iha 
man is paid, the woman is pald $73. 

Woman am paid less than men, even when they have the 
same level of education, skills and experience as men. 

IN THE UNITED STATES ... 
If MARRIED WOMEN were paid the same as mparabk i  
men, their family incomes m i d  rise by nearly 6 percant, 
and heir families' poverty r a m  would fall from 2.1 
percent to 0.8 percant. 

If SINGLE WORKING MOTHERS earned as much as 
comparable men, their family incomes would 'haease by 
nearly 17 percent, and their poverty rates would ba art 
in half, from 25.3 percent to 12.6 percent. 

If SINGLE WOMEN earned as much as c~npambfs men, 
their incomes would rise by 13.4 percent, and their porsrtr 
rates would be reduced from 6.3 percent to 1 percent. 



WOMEN'S RIGHTS AROUND THE WORLD 
Who should determine a woman's rights? 

The maiority of the world's 1.3 billion people 
living in poverty are women. 31 DID I O U  KNOW? 

Women around the world have a higher life expectancy 

But gender inequa ity does not anly exist in poor cobit.ies than men. In the United States, the l ife expectancy for 

3rd discrmination ogatnst women can be f o ~ n d  across a range women is years, -pared 74 years for men. In he 

o f  cultures and political ideologies poorest countries around the world, the average life 

expectancy for women is  6 2  years -pared to 60 years 
M: Ions o f  women around the world are margnozed, abusec far men, 1, sub-~aharan ~ f ~ i ~ ~  a is expected to live 
discriminated against and de red  access to education until the age of 47; an average man will w l y  live until he is  
~dequate health care. land. and econorric opp3cti l~ties 46 years old. Pakistan is  one of he few m i e s  in the 
oecouse they ore women. world where womeni life expectancy is  lower than men's - 

women are expected to live h i  mey ore 59 years old 

compared to men who will live to age 61 

WHAT 
WHAT l 

DO WOMEN'S RIGHTS HAVE TO DO WITH CULTURE? 

cus+oms and traditions passed on from generation to generaton 

Culture influences gender and how men o l d  women are 

expected to act in society. In many cultures the roles ass;g~ed to 

women are based on the belief thot me. a d  AaTe? 0.e "a' 

equal and should not have the same freedom in life Even 

cobntries where men and women have the same ego rgqts 

cultural practices night influence whetbr a woman s able 3, 

chooses to realize her rights Most soce'ei  C ~ C  c~I*bres 9a.e 

practices that are seen as oporess:ve f c  *omel Czrs cer 

practice of  honor k lhgs.  Yasmeen Hassan sojs ' ~ n  Pokstan 

women ore viewed as the properw of their mole relatives and 



PAKISTAN 
Some women don't want to have the same rights as men 

- should they be persuaded to think differently? 

HISTORY AND POLITICS 
Pakistan is a poor, densely populated country burdened by internal 

political disputes, thousands of Afghan refugees and extremely tense 

relations with neighbo.ing lndia. Throughout its history, Pakistan has 

alternated from civilian lo military rule and over the last few decades 

politics in Pakistan have been tarnished by corruption, inefficiency and 

conflict. In the pas1 10 years. military spending hasaveraged over 30% 

of the government's b~dget ,  leaving very little for roads, education, 

heathcare and other social services. 

General Pervez Mush;ir~af, Pakistan's current President, seized 

power i n  a bloodless coup in 1999. Initially, the international com- 

munity condemned Mus'iarraf, for his military rule of the country and 

for his support of the Taliban in Afghanistan. But following 

September 1 l i h  2001 when President Bush said, "We will make no 

distinction between t t ~e  terrorists who committed these acts and 

those who harbor t h e r .  Pakistan promised to cooperate with the 

US-campaign against terrorism. 

In April 2002 Musharraf changed the country's constitution, giving him- 

self another five years cs president and the power to dismiss an 

elected parliament. He arranged for parliamentary elections in 

October 2007 to mark the handover from military to civilian rule. In 

November 2002 the National Assembly chose Musharraf loyalist Mir 

Zafarullah Jamai as the new civilian prime minister. 

PAKISTAN AND INDIA 
Ever since Pakistari and lndia gained independence in 1947, the two 

countries have been bitler rivals. During the last fifty years, the two 

nations have fought three wars, two o f  them over the disputed region 

of Kashmir. 

In 1998 Pakist011 and India tested their nuclear weapons, and today, an 

estimated 1 million t r o o x  backed by tanks, warplanes and missiles 

have been mobilized in Kashmir World leaders have tried to mediate 

a cease-fire, but neither side shows signs of putting aside its arms. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
' 40 of  the world's 50 highest mountains are in Pakistan. K-2, or 

Chogori, is the second highest mountain in the world a t  28,251 
feet high. 

Pakistan is one of 7 countries with declared nuclear weapons. 

Pakistan's last test of its weapons was in 1998. 



WOMEN'S RIGHTS IN PAKISTAN 
Should women and men in Pakistan have the same rights? 

WHAT00 YOU THINK? 
Are y 3 ~  jurp-ised ,-a. Pok:s+cn's cz-st t ~ t ; o q  out ons sex c sc. * "z' t - 2  .\ ". i z  . z .  - -  -. 

,,onen ;n P o l  j * o ~  ~3 m 3 t  C ~ - J P ~  .rot + - p r  r ~ h t j  G-E. 30jer.ez2 :". -:. i .=.- . p z : .  " 

n e  r sex? 

The status of women in Pakistan varies across classes regions and 
. " .. -.,. , ' A ^ ? . ?  :.j.:-i :-: the rural urban divide - -a:e 6 3 ~ i " ~  3-  s..:-2e. - . .- -.--- 

traditions establish mole ou tbo~t :  and p c n e  2 .e-  .%:-e-'i ,es 2- .-a . -.-a, - - - - -  - - .'.:-e" 

belong~ng to  the upper and m;ddie c asses -c.e -c-es i  - 2  . :.?z-?, :c:?ii ': r:.:: '  2-  2-1 

, . 
women aren't aware o f  their Gasc ego , .g l ' i  - c  "c -s .-zse .1 ---- .- - --,. 4 - u v u u  --a - - -  -.-.. - -.-a - 

MALEIFEMALE DISPARITIES IN PAKISTAN 
j F E M 4 L E S  M A L E S  

LIFE EXPECTANCY 59 years 61 years 

L I T E R A C Y  RATE 28% 58% 
SCHOOL ENROLLMENT RATE 2 8 0.0 5 1 O.0 

EARNED ANNUAL INCOME $916 $2,884 
S E A T S  IN GOVERNMENT 3.4O/o 96h0/0 



SHOULD ALL WOMEN AROUND THE 
What are women's rights? Is your definition of women's rights different from 
someone from another country or culture? If somethi~;rg is considered wrong in one 
culture, but is accepted in another, is one culture right? 

I was married when I was 17 years o ld  t o  a man I barely knew. I wear 

a veil and, without a man's permission I am not a . o w e d  to  travel 

outside Saudi Arabia, drive a car o r  leave the house alone I am also 

a practicing doctor, have a PhD in speech paihology and om an 

active member of  several community groups. I wear a headscarf and 

keep my body covered because it i s  a symbol o f  n y  faith and a form 

o f  protection. I think it i s  liberating because it forces people to  judge 

me by my character and intelligence rather than by my appearance. 

Ang ula, BOTSWANAN - 
FEMALE, 34 YEARS OLD 

I work in Afghanistan. Once I was trove ing witri :r g i c ~ p  of v,omen and 

men It was a long journey so we  decided to  s t x i  for unch \Ne al l  had 

to  g o  to  the bathroom, but this is 31nost i l r ~ o s s k ~  for 'women in 

Afghanistan - there are f ew  proper toi ets r:rd women are even 

ashamed to  say thct they need a t o l e t  Finally wii 'ounri one, and when 

we came back to  the restaurant, there was no roo-?  tcr womer Meri and 

women eat separately, so we  were given two o p t i : n  - either - o  sit in the 

same room facing the wall  with our backs to  tile me,) o r  trr s ~ t  in the 

vehicle to  eat. I was amazed to  know that the w:m-n pre'erred to  eat 

while facing thewall .  It seemed humiicting to  nii i ,  bu- ihcy cIioi'.seem to  

care-  to  them :t clid not matter that theywere Ss i -~g  --eoted like animals 

I know about HV;'AIDS - I know how it  is contracted 

and hw.v to  prevent myself from getting it But my 

husbclrd sometmes he stays out all night - I don't know 

what her. doing and I can't control what he does. I can't 

ask h i r  t :~s iear  a condom because he's my husband and 

that woulo be insulting. 

Carolina, 

In my country. when a woman gets married she doesn't 

take lier husband's lost name. In fact, 1 think the custom 

in m3r.y countries of  having a woman take her husband's 

nome i; patriarchal and sexist. Until women stop this 

oppress;ve tradition, they will never truly be liberated. 



WORLD HAVE THE SAME RIGHTS? 
Read the stories and opinions below. What do you think could be considered a 
violation of women's rights? Would someone from a different country or culture 
disagree with you? 

Fatuma, RWANDAN F E M A L E ,  

20 YEARS OLD 
. , 

My t ic~ghter ~ ' c s  s c i  nitb a ie.er rc- 'c: ams T-e - t o - e i '  : 2 : i a c3. i A;. 

caay,  3 X  I didn't h ~ \ e  e-sdyb -2qe, '2 3c1 ; c .  -?a c -i: V ,  -.s:z-c - 2 s  2:z.s 

he c o ~ c  se 1 so I co,c tare ner :o 1'5 : 'r t DL'  1 n 2 i  o y . e p  ~ s i  - - '; ::c '-2' 

I fi.io,'8f bo-r3wea j -pe  r n ~ : ? ~ ,  i r3- c f - P p ~  oL-  o I  vie t ! -" -" .-- - * . - - . 
r y  daughter -voj :e,., , e , ~  sick ;,cr', 'ne ~ 3 c . 3 . 1 1 3 ~  20 e ' 3  -2  D -e. z-:: -c.,. 

she is dong bevel li l hadr ' t  ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ . e c  '"e -2-er -, C" c A = .  3 ' .e  .: t: 

Waris Dirie, SOMALI FEMALE 
One evening when I wos obout five, my mother said to  me. "Your fother ron into the g y w  woman. She should be here any doy now" 

I knew the gypsy womon would come to  do my circumcision, because in my culture i t  is believed thot o girl is unmarriageable unless 

her genitals are cut. Paying the gypsy womon for this circumcision i s  a huge expense, but is considered a good investmeni. The night 

before she was to come. I lay awake with excitement Mama wiyispered. "Try to  be o good gir!, boby 8e b ? o v e o d  it'll g o  fost" The 

next thing I knew I was lying alone with my legs tied. I could only wonder. why? At that oge I didn't u-de-stand onything obout sex 

All I knew was that I had been butchered with my mother's permission. 







WHY ARE SO MANY P E O P L E  HUNGRY? 
A person who has food has many problems. 

A person who has no food has only one problem. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
About 24,000 people die every day from hunger 
or hunger-related illnesses. 

-Chinese proverb 

There is  enough food produced in the world to 
feed evwyone. Yet there arealmost one biilion people in 

.t~e wo rd  v,t~o suffer from hunger every day. How to respond to 

,wo-Id hcnger is a subject of ongoing debate. 

In tiis year 2000, the United Nations adopted the Millennium 

Declara'icn and world ieaders from all countries- rich and 

poor-  agreed to form a partnership to work together towards 

ending world poverty. In order to do this, a series of Millennium 

Developmetit Goals were established. These goals include: 

eradicotin'j extreme poverty and hunger achieving universal 

primary ecl~cotion, promoting gender equality, reducing child 

mortality. mproving health. combating HIV'AIDS and other 

diseases cini;uring environmental sustainability and developing 

a global ~artnership. The aim is to achieve these goals by the 

,year 2015 

The first o f  the Millennium Development Goals is to help 

eradicate extreme poverty and hunger by halving the 

popuat;on o f  people who suffer from hunger. Do you think 

this is  posi,ible2 

HUNGER AFFECTS PEOPLE ON MANY 
LEVELS. 
Individual: Lack of food inhibits the body's ability to do work 

and greati., increases vulnerability to diseases. 

Family: Parents may have to leave the family in search of work, 

or sometmei entire families will migrate in order to find food. 

Community: When there is not enough food, crime tends f o  

increase as people are driven to extreme measures trying to 

feed fhe~n:elves and their families. 

National: Countries experiencing famine or hunger are usually 

also suffering economically and politically. Reaching people in 

need in these settings con be challenging and costly. 

WHAT IS BEING DONE? 
Many governments and organizations help hungry people by 

giving f t x d  donotions While this form of aid can save lives, it 

is recognzed as a short term solution. What types of programs 

do yos t h n k  wouid help tackle the root causes of hunger2 



HUNGER AROUNDTHE WORLD 
Is there hunger in your community? 

Near ly  every country experiences hunger in some form. P Y ~ O - .  :ec- E. :.e ;:-=;?: Z .  - - e  -e;  -:. - . - ~ 5 -  

- >  - - . < . - . : . - . : -  today The w o r d  produces enough iooa to aaeqbotey ;eec e .eV i cne  0-0 '-e c-.' - '  ' - --. - -  . -:". ~ 

- .  - 
comparison to world -esobrces Ss A*., n-r ze.=a'r ir ' * L - s - , ~  

-- ' PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION UNDERNOURISHED 

35% or more . 20-34% 5-1 % .O 1-4 9% Not Em'moted 
-- 

DID YOU KNOW? 
The US population spends approximately 5 0  billion dollars per 

year on weight loss including low calorie foods and beverages. 

Globally, 1.2 billion people live on les  than $1 per day. 

34% of the population of Africa i s  severely malnourished. 

In India, nearly half of the adult population regularly consumes 

an inadequate number of calories. 

If food was distributed equally, every person would receive 

2,720 calories a day - more than the minimum needed for 

basic survival. 



ETHIOPIA 

Because of the foil i re of crops over the past years, families lost a 

great d e c ~  of  money cnd had to sell many of their belongings. The 

rural popi lat io i  o f  E-liiopia now has little choice but to rely upon 

food aid to simply wrvive. 

How would you solve hunger in Ethiopia? 

HUNGER IN ETHIOPIA 
You may hoye see1 pictures of starvation in  Ethiopia. Hunger has 

plaguecl the count) for many years and for many reasons. 

Agriculture has suffered due to lack of rain, and the growing 

population put; ocdi:il pressure on the environment. Political troubles 

and years o f  f ig t~t i ig  viith the neighboring nation Eritrea have 

contributecl to t1.e k r s h  poverty that affects the country. In addition, 

Ethiopia ins the th rr: t~ighest number o f  people living with HV'AIDS 

in t he .~o r l d  [o'ier 3 .nillion people]. The worsening economic 

situation leoves tlii: . xop le  with little money for food and 

developnient. r 2C'O:I, over 1 1  million people faced the risk o f  

starvatioi That :s h i :  equal to the amount of people in Colorado, 

Utah ant3 New Merico combined! 

WHY CAN'T ETHIOPIA BREAK THE CYCLE O F  FAMINE? 

Ethiopia is once o ~ a i n  fnced with famine due to four years of  

drought In the S::r n-1 of 2003, Ethiopia had another poor rainy 

season. No t  onv  cri: ~eople 's  crops suffering, but their livestock as 

well. This has a drastic effect on the economy, since 90% o f  the 

people work in aglicuture Even if the rains returned, many farmers 

could not af ford tc purchase seeds for planting. Households are 

often fofced to c i ~ t  c3wn to two meals a day, some only one. 

FAMINE O F  1984 
Civil war and years, of drought led to a severe famine across the 

region in 1984. l i c~ l l  ( 1  million people lost their lives. The internotional 

communitv decided ta step i n  and help the country. Many singers 

recorded a song ord donated the money to help those affected by 

the famine. It was e'itit 'ed "Do They Know It's Christmas?" and tells of 

the trouble n A%CCI. Tlie song's success brought about one of the 

largest concerts ev::l known as LIVE AD, which included musicians 

Madorna 112 and Pcb Dyan, and raised $53 million for Ethiopia. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Ethiopio is the birthplace of coffee. 
81.9% of the papulation i s  living on less than $ 1  per day. 
Unlike most African countries, the Ethiopian monarchy 
maintained its freedom from colonial rule, one exception being 
the Italian occupution of 1936-41. 



H O W  CAN WE ELIMINATE HUNGER? 

pr3bem What d o  ,OL thnk 3-e 'qe ,33* c a ~ i e s  C: *;ngee? H; ... n: 

GOVERNMENT INVOLVEMENT/CHANGE 
Tbe in-e.na'ona8 ccn~un: .  cc-  he p erac co'e i l ~ n g e ,  'i.-=~;b 

food ccna -on  Qrcgm-ns ano ether '3-9s 3' a o H3.,e.e. 

many ~cver !~-s ' - l cken coun:, e i  ha.e p,oo e-s w"n cerr,p' c.1 

and m s m o w g e ~ e ~ t  o '  ,hetr goiernme-+s 1 1  .wse cases 0'3 

den2' 3 1 s  can n'3 !?e hams c-c -ci -3' be 

recedec b;, the p e o p e  ' +  is  :n+enaeo :a- W e  czr- enj;e '"c'  

f c s d  i E o r g  tc  paces +hat neec . t?e ~ 3 s '  ; n e  - a i e  sure 

tho* go;ernvsnLs -0.k 3.0per , + z  -eet +he "eezs zi c 

citizens Nobe l  Prze A rner Ala+:a Sen s'ateo +a' "'he.e 

has l e e r  been a '071 r e  i n  a d e m e c r a c ~ "  Dz . - L  - .- ? r  ,- 5 i 

c 1 r c j i  'we% 

CANCEL WORLD DEBT 
The w3r d's eosLaeie cpeo ce;n:i;es 0v.e 3 t o ~ o  E; S373 

billion n debt Tnese c-.untr:es a *eoo ,  haye  p 3 c ' e c ~ n c -  es 

so repa',Tem's e c . e  .be-, A + "  * + e  e;* * e  he 3 s 2 . e  *be . 
huige. crobews ".an, aeo0.e oe e \ e  . h o  capce rg  n c .  c 

deb-v.0,- id a o w  'heie co~.n ' -e;  the o b .  !; '3 q.est r 'ner  

eco?om,~. increase technolog coi ce..eiop-em' and qe p 

mproke their 0 g r c u i ' ~ r o  c b  * e s  Hone ler  - t h e -  qot ens 

ma). impose cer 'cn c31o * ons :n exclange '3- ccnce 0' 3"  

o f  debt. 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
M a r y  people belleve *ha! n order to  e imirx 'e .,igei anc 

pover-,, I +  ; ilecesiar, to  co?cen!rote 3 n  cng-te ' r  

sustoinable deveicpment To ach8e.e c n g -  0s. ng  gv.,.'n a c: 
progron i  nus! fccus en co-ibo* ng the saZeo j  3' H V  A D S  
probid ng educaton ic -  01: chioren a-c  ~ ' ~ e " - ' r - -  9 -  -- Y '3 . -  "G 

Mlcro-!nonce prole:? can h e 3  ~ e 3 2  e ?C " access '2 2 3 - i  

that en?ble the" 13 sto-! the 3nr Li -esie i  9.  - . -  . "i: ' *e 

local c3mm~n  ty n the ceiygr o l d  -.a"o;e-e?' c '  -ese 

programs, it is easier ;or +he? to c o - " n ~ e  n thob' 'me neeo E; 

out; de cs;ir!ance Dc , 3 ~  # -  - r  '-a. ce,? 3 3 - . e - .  r z -  :- . 2;. 
och nved 5 ,  3eope P . I F  . . r F  :c.-.-,2 



IS IT  POSSIBLE -ro ERADICATE HUNGER? 

H o w  to  respond to  wor ld  hunger is  the subject of !great dekrcrte. There is notalwaysagreement on the best 

ways to prevent famine and feed the hungry. With all the barriers to cwerconle i j  t really possible to eradicate hunger? What do 

you think? 

Victoria and Fatuma are members of a 

women's self-help group in southern 

Sudan. With a small loan, the 

group ~urchased a machine that grinds 

wild lulu nuts and extracts the oil. The 

group produces enough for the 

members to take home and to  sell as 

cooking oil at the local market. The H n d ~  Kusti rnountain range dominates northeastern 

Afghanistan. Within the mountain range, thereare 

man.! valleys that are inaccessible during winter. A visiting 

nutl-itionist fou-IC severe malnutrition among the 90,000 people 

living there $:itice the valley cannot be  reached by normal 

modes of  t1wis30rtation during the winter months, without a 

go(, supply 3' food, disaster is certain. Construction of  a 

road is a i~::j' 1 0  ensure that food can be transported to  this 

regi3n. 



2002 was an extremely challenging year for Zimbabwe. Unemployment reached 70 percent 

and inflation topped 200 percent, making it very hard for most Zimbabweans to earn money. The 

country's ability to purchase food internationally was virtually non-existent, forcing international 

governments and aid agencies to help. But with political troubles in the government, food distribution 

became a difficult task. 





~. ~ . ~ 

W l ~ a t  was your  I i ivor i te p a r t  almut the 

.. . 
wliat they 

had to say ahout their coontries and the 
problems Ilieir coc~nlries arc enduring. I 
also en.ioycd h e  prcjcct. 
, . ~ 

~ 

I he ~wcsci i l ;~l ions- p;~rlicip:~lion is  key 
and ;illowed people lo  1e;irn I'rom c~rliers 

. ~ 
~~ . -~ 

Working in  g~-oups will1 people I just rncr 

-- ---- 
W h t  would you have clone tlill'erenlly? 

- ~~ 

liverylliing went smoollily and 1 lci~rned a 
101. 

Cilohnl ('oncerns Slutlent Workshop 
I IIV/AII>S: I?xploring Solutions 

Apri l  4, 2003 

~~ 
~ 

Wh i~ t  tonics are vou interestecl in f iw 

Juvenile j t~st ice 
Arms and prolif'erstion 



aware. I Ic;~l-ned fwn the plesenl;~tions 
antl tlie projecl. -- . -. 
Key ilorc speakers w e ~ ~  wondel-fill hut 1 
think h e  hest portion w;~s thc group work. 

M y  favt~r.itc p r l  111' the wor l is l~t~p W~IS 

W~II:II WI: wcrc I)~CS~~.IIICYI will1 sli~lislics ilnd 
inl'orni;~lion ;~nd  :111lc lo  1 1 t i I i x  it :\ I I~ ;ippIy 
i l .  I k i ~ ~ g  ; d ~ k  to tliscuss wl1;11 wc Iwrnci l  
a1111 c.0111e. to V ; I ~ I I S  c o n ( : l ~ ~ s i o ~ ~ s  c11;11)lc mi: 
I(, ~ O I I I [ ) I ~ I I C ~ ~ ~  1111: I I~Is f11Ily 
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How interesting are these topics to you? 
Rate the follouing ropics kern 1-10, 1 being the most interesting and 10 being rhe 1- 
interesting. If you don't know enough about a topic to give it a rating, leaye it blank. 

5 Human Rights 

i 0 Landmines 

4 Foreign Aid 

53 Debt Relief 

The c ~ t e d  Xations 

3 '.Blood Diamonds" 

6 Child Soldiers 

Famine and hunger 

3 Refugees 

2 Inrernational Criolinal Tribunals 

Imagine you are creating an after-school club to raise awareness in your school abour 
international issues. List five international issues you would choose to facus on first (they can be 
different from the ones listed above). 

Which of the following world regions are you interested in learning more about? 
Rate them from 1 to 5,  1 being most interesting and 5 being lea% interesting. 

5 - Sub-Saharan Afiica 

1 ~ s i a  

V Latin America 

The 34iddle Easr 

3 The Balkans 

Orher - please specify 

h a c i n e  vou have a million dollars to give to one socia! cause - \vhich cause ~vauld ! au cl~aos:' - .  

~TDSCW R,S.~C L eC r e , &  o ~ s t i ~  

Thank you for participating in this s u n e ~ !  



THE GLOBAL CONCERNS PROJECT 
ISSUES SURVEY 

Each school year, Concern creates teaching and learning resources for high schools on four current 
international issues related to poverty and development. As members of the Board, we would like to 
collect your opinions abour topics to focus on next year. This is an anonymous survq: please complete 
and return it to Aileen McCloskq at the Board meeting. A e  look forward royour responses and thank 
you forpam'cipating in this survey, 

Sarah Smrrh. Educarron Coordzriirtor 

Which topics do you think are most appropriate for Concem's next series of high school resources and 
workshops? Rate the following topics from 1-10 (1 being most appropriate. 10 bein: least appropriate) 

Human Rights 

Landmines 

Foreign Aid 

- Debt Relief 

The Cnited Nations 

- . h s  and \yeapons proliferation 

- Genocide 

- Famine and hunger 

Refugees 

International Criminal Tribunals 

List five additional international issues on which you think Concern should focus its hi* school 
resources and activities. 

Which of the follouing world regions do you think are most important for Concern to focus on for our 
high school resources and activities? Rate them from 1 to 5 (1  is most imponant. 5 is leas imponanti. 

Sub-Saharan Africa 

Asia 

Latin America/ Caribbean 

The Middle East 

The Balkans 

Other - please specif\: 

If you could solve one social problem facing the world today. tvhich problem \vould you choose? 

Would you be willing to participate in future Global Concerns Project activities? SO YES 

If yes, please provide your name: 



The Global Concerns Project 
STLDEhT EVALU.%TIOS: hunger 

1. HOW much do you know about hunger? 

Nothing A Little 

2. How interested are you in learning more about hunger? 

Not Interested Somewhat Interested 

3. What is your opinion - if any - about hunger in Ethiopia? 

.-I Lot 

V e p  Interested 

4. What other international topics or countries are you interested in learning about? 



Global Concerns Project 
School Information Questionnaire 

School Name: 

Street Address: 

city: 

State: 

Zip: 

School Phone: 

Fax: 

Class Participating: 

Grade Level: 

Teacher: 

Teacher Email: 

Number of Students: 

Class Participating: 

Grade Level: 

Teacher: 

Teacher Email: 

Number of Students: 

Class Participating: 

Grade Level: 

Teacher: 

Teacher Email: 

Number of Students: 



HUNGER 
Focus on Ethiopia 

IS IT POSSIBLE TO ELIMINATE WORLD HIIZGER? 

THE 
GLOBAL COSCERSS 

PROJECT 

T h ~ s  publication is intended to educate readers about the issue ofhunger and does not necessarily reflea the v i e w  
of Concern Worldaide C.S. Inc. or Concern Worldaide on lhis issue. Concern \X~orldmde does not o!Xc:all\ 
recommend or endorse any of these organizations. 

Concern JVorld~ide U.S. Inc. is a S e w  York not-for-profit corporation exempt from Federal incorns taxation under 
section 501(c)(3). Concern JVorlduide L-.S. Inc. supporn projecu carried out in the field by Concern \\'orlil\\lde. 
regisrered in Ireland. 

This publ~cation u-as made possible through suppon pro\lded by the Offtce of Pmate and \ 'olun-a~ Cc~~xt io : .  
Bureau for Democracy. Conflict and Humanitanan .Assistance. L.S. Aeenc) ior lnternationd: De\eiop-ner.:. d e i  :k 
terms of4u.ard no. HFP-.A-W-OI-OOOI~-00. The opmions erpiesjed herem are those oithe aulhors 3.?C do no: 
necessarily reflect the wms  of the C.S. . p p  ior lnternarmal Dei eiopment 

The cover phorogaph is by Liam Burke. l h s  publication u-as unnen and produced in 2002 



Dear Participants, 

WELCOME TO THE GLOBAL CONCERNS PROJECT! 

Through the Global Concerns Project (GCP), Concern Mrorld\\ide 
raises awareness and promotes critical thinking and debate 
among high school students about important international issues. 
As a leading international relief and development organization 
with over 30 years of experience worldwide, Concern provides 
students with opportunities to learn from our work and become 
active global citizens. Concern has been collaborating with high 
schools across Ireland since 1983 and is currently working in over 
150 high schools across the country. Concern has been \\idel?- 
credited with enhancing students' debating skills and raising their 
awareness about a broad range of international subjects. 

How the GCP Curriculum Works 

One component of the Global Concerns Project is our curriculum on current 
international issues. The GCP curriculum consists of four units, each of which explores 
a specific topic and geographic region. The GCP curriculum uses background 
information, case studies and stories from our work around the ~vorld to make 
international issues concrete and real for students. The topics we focus on are 
controversial, and many of the issues discussed could be high]!- sensitive to some 
students. While we hope that the curriculum will inspire students to speak passionatel!- 
and personallp about the topics, students must have a cooperative and safe atmosphere 
for debate \<here all opinions are listened to and valued. 

Every module begins with a question that guides the unit and is the focus of the unit's 
culminating acti\ity. The curriculum will expose students to the complexities of the 
issue and provide them with a wide range of information and activities that encourage 
them to think critically and to shape \<ell-informed positions on the issue. it-e use 
excerpts from political speeches and opinions from researchers, journalists, acti~ists 
and other stakeholders to demonstrate diverse perspecti1.e~ on the issues. Concern's 
education team has done extensive research on each issue and proxides teachers nith 
relevant and current references, challenging discussion questions and engaging 
activities. 

The culminating acti\ity for each unit is a debate or simulation that proxides a forum for 
students to strengthen their public speaking and listening skills and an opportunih- for 
them to articulate a position that might be different from their own. Simulations o; role- 
plays also foster the students' understanding of the people, societies and organizations 
directly connected to the issue. The roles students examine \\ill v a n  depending on the 
topic, but will likel\- include governmental and non-governmental organizations. 
civilians from other countries and cultures, the media, the business sector, and 



multilateral organizations such as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund, 
and the United Nations. 

The Global Concerns Project is implemented 
differently in each participating school; some 
schools integrate GCP into an existing 
curriculum, while others use CGP as an after- 
school program. Each GCP teacher module is 
intended to be a flexible resource that can be 
adapted depending on the needs of each class. 
You should feel free to pick and choose from 
this resource and use the information it 
contains in a way they feel is most appropriate. 

Numerous resources are used in researching 
and writing the GCP materials. For a comprehensive list of the resources that have been 
used, please see the reference lists at the end of each module. Every effort has been 
made to report the most current and accurate statistics and facts. 

The Global Concerns Project materials and activities are a collaborative effort, and their 
success depends on feedback from educators and students; please feel free to contact us 
with your comments and suggestions. 

Concern Worldwide, US 
104 East 40th Street Room 903 
New York, NY 10016 
212-557-8000 
www.concernusa.org 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 
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HUNGER 
WHAT IS HUNGER? 
Hunger is a condition resulting from 
inadequate consumption of nutrients to meet 
the basic physical requirements for an active 
and healthy life. An estimated 1 billion 
people in the world today are at risk of 
hunger and malnutrition. 

The largest number of people suffering from 
hunger and malnutrition are in Asia, but the 
population with the highest percentage is 
Africa. Industrialized countries are not free 
from malnutrition either. Approximate]? 11 
million people living in industrialized 
countries suffer from malnutrition. 

What causes malnutrition? 
The lack of nutrients in the body can be 
caused by an insufficient intake of proteins, 
calories, vitamins, and minerals. Also, 
disease and frequent infection make the body 
more prone to malnutrition. Illnesses like 
diarrhea, measles and malaria often reduce 
appetite and food intake. Also, the 
undernourished person is more susceptible 
to illness, creating a licious cycle. 

Children are at greatest risk of malnutrition 
because they are in a period of rapid gro\\th 
which increases the demand for calories and 
proteins. Pregnant and nursing women are 
also extremely ~ulnerable. If a baby's 
mother is malnourished while pregnant or 
nursing, the baby \\ill have low birth weight 
and problems developing properly. Even 
organ can be affected by malnutrition. 

Deep-rooted causes 

Poverty is often seen as the root cause of 
hunger and malnutrition. There are many 
social, economic, cultural and environmental 
factors that contribute to povem. 

@€STAVAILABLE COPY 



Why don't we just grow more 
food? 

Global food production has steadily increased 
over the past few decades and there is more 
than enough food to feed everyone in the 
world. But there are many difficulties facing 
food vroduction and distribution. For 

One of the major obstacles to food distribution stems from trade barriers. While some 
argue that free trade leads to efficient allocation of resources produced at the lowest 
cost, others say that it only works when everyone has enough money to buy them. More 
on free trade is discussed later in this guide. 

If food was evenly distributed, each person would have plenty to eat. Three quarters of 
those suffering from malnutrition are from rural areas, and one quarter live in big cities 
in poor countries. 

OBESITY 
For the first time in history (as of ~ O O O ) ,  the number of overweight people is equal to 
the amount of underweight people. The United States contains more obese people than 
any other nation, but the rest of the world is quickly catching up. Health problems 
associated with obesity are even more severe in poor countries because they lack the 
resource to treat these illnesses (i.e. diabetes, heart disease, etc.) 

6 t he  global concerns project . hunger i n  ethiopia 



Levels of hunger 

There are two crucially important aspects of malnutrition which are often forgotten: 

Malnutrition is a hidden problem. A child may be seriously ill without being 
emaciated - the image of hunger which we are so familiar with. It is so hidden. in fact. 
that walking through a rillage in ,4frica one would only immediately recognize tu o 
percent of the children afflicted. In a recent study, almost 60% of mothers whose 
children were suffering from malnutrition believed that their children \\ere growing up 
normally and developing well. 

Malnutrition is not just simply due to lack of food but is also caused by intestinal 
infection and parasites which depress the appetite, burn the energy and drain atray the 
body weight of the child. 

When children are malnourished they are open to all kinds of infection and 
disease and their resistance is so low that a bout of measles, bronchitis or even 
diarrhea can result in death. 

Marasmus and Kwashiorkor are two of the most common conditions associated \rith 
child malnutrition. 

Marasmus is a condition of progressive emaciation. Characteristics include: 
very underweight, thin muscles, thin fat, hair may be normal 

Kwashiorkor is a disease of young children caused by chronic deficiency of 
protein and calories. Characteristics include: hair changes, thin muscles. fat 
present, skin changes 

Treatment for hunger 

Hunger and malnutrition is measurable in adults by Body Mass Index (BMI). This is 
your weight (kg) divided by height (m)*. In children it is most commonly measured b\ 
weight for age or by using an MUAC armband. It is necessan to first perform an 
assessment and survey of nutrition problems. and then decide on food can best be 
delivered. 

Therapeutic feeding is used for people tsho are severely malnourished. generally 
children under the age of five. 

Supplemental feeding is for people who are moderately malnourished and hax.e 
graduated from therapeutic feeding. 

IMPACTS OF HUNGER 



HUNGER AFFECTS PEOPLE ON MANY LEVELS. 
Individual: Lack of food inhibits the body's ability to do work and greatly increases 
vulnerability to diseases. 
Family: Parents may have to leave the family in search of work, or sometimes entire 
families will migrate in order to find food. 
Communitv: When there is not enough food. - 
crime tends to increase as people are driven to 
extreme measures trying to feed themselves 
and their families. 
National: Countries experiencing famine or 
hunger are usually 
also suffering economically and politically. 
Reaching people in 
need in these settings can be challenging and 
costly. 

HUNGER IN AFRICA 
0 although the African population 

represents less than 15% of the world's 
population, it has almost one quarter of 
the world's victims of malnutrition. 
out of the 12 million refugees 
throughout the world, most of whom 
depend on food aid to survive, a quarter 
are in Africa. 
out of the 25 million displaced people throughout the world (i.e. those who have 
had to leave their homes and their land and have often lost everything and could 
not reach a border, thus being unable to benefit from international protection), 
half are in Africa. 
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HUNGER AROUND THE WORLD 
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Signs of Progress 

(from www.disasterrelief.org) 
http://www.disasterrelief.org/Disasters/ooio~~hungerre~~o~/ 

In the 1980s, Thailand launched a massive effort to reduce the number of people living 
in poverty and eliminate severe malnutrition in children. The program focused on rural 
development at the community level. Volunteers were trained to help local families by 
monitoring their nutrition, teaching primary health skills and providing supplementary 
feeding for malnourished children. In 1982, more than 50 percent of children in 
Thailand under age five were underweight. By 1998, that number was down to about 8 
percent. 

Ghana and Nigeria have made similar progress in the last :!o years, reducing 
undernourishment in their populations by about 30 percent each. Both of these 
countries started special programs to increase the production of cassava, a nutritious 
root that can grow in poor-quality soil and in drought-affected areas. 
The leaves of the plant provide iron, calcium and vitamins .4 and C. The root is a key 
source of carbohydrates for energy. Through policy measures and investment, cassava 
consumption rose from 126 kg to 232 kg in Ghana, and from 63 kg to 129 kg per person 
annually in Nigeria. 
Women harvest cassava, saving both the leaves and the root. 

Due in part to increased media attention for events like the World Food Summit, many 
international humanitarian organizations are increasing their efforts to reduce world 
hunger. 

At the recent Pan African Conference of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, a 
five-day meeting in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, food security was selected as a main 
theme. Leaders of African Red Cross and Red Crescent societies, as well as guests from 
nations around the world, met in discussion groups to work out strategies for improving 
food security - making sure people have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe 
and nutritious food - in impoverished African regions. 
Although the Red Cross and Red Crescent have been working in different ways to reduce 
severe hunger for decades, most commonly by providing food to disaster victims, the 
concept of food security represents a new, targeted way of looking at the problem. 
The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund have also implemented hunger- 
reduction initiatives as part of efforts to ease poverty around the globe. 
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ETHIOPLA COUNTRY INFORMATION 
LOCATION: Eastern Africa, in the Horn of Africa 
CAPITAL: Addis Ababa 
POPULATION: 67,673,031 
SIZE: slightly less than twice the size of Texas 
ETHNIC GROUPS: Oromo 40%, Arnhara and Tigre 32%, Sidamo 9%. Shankella 6%. 
Somali 6%, Afar 4%, Gurage 2%, other 1% 

TELEPHONES: 4 for ever) 1,000 people 
RELIGIONS: Ethiopian Orthodox 45%-jo%, Muslim 3 5% - 40%, Animist 12%. other 
3%-8% 
LANGUAGE: Amharic 
HIVJAIDS: 6.4% 
ACCESS TO FRESH DRINKING WATER: 24% 
INFANT MORTALITY R4TE: 99 deaths/~,ooo live births 
LIFE EXPECTANCY: 45.7 years 
EXTERNAL DEBT: $5.3 billion (2002) 
Sources :LXDP, CL4 Mbrld Factbook 

Causes of Famine in Ethiopia 

History 

- a long histon of hunger and famine 
- between 1930 and 1974 the c o u n w  was rules by a group of feudal I\-arlords led by 

Emperor Haile Selassie. While they improved some conditions, the economic 
policies did little to reduce povert\. among the peasants and neglected agriculture. 

. . :he glaba; cancer-5 prs;ecz . >;z%zer I?, e:!.~c;<a 



- in the past century, Ethiopia has been 
invaded twice (Italy in 1935 and Somalia in 
1977) and between 1961-1991 there was 
continued fighting with Eritrea. 

Environment 
- growing population means changing the old 
ways of farming, often causing mis-use of land. 
- deforestation due to trees being cut down for 
fuel or to clear land. Ethiopia was once 44% 
woodland, today it's about 4% 
- the country has experienced severe droughts 
over the past few decades 

Poverty 
- Ethiopia is one of the poorest countries in 

the world. 
- The government has little money to pay for 

food and development, and borrowing 
money is very difficult 

- Prices of imported goods are rising, while 
prices of exports are falling. 

War 
- During war with Eritrea in the north between $450-$750 million was spent on 

military 
- Many young Ethiopians were forced to fight and died 
- The government created a debt of about $3 million 
- Agriculture was badly disrupted 

History of Ethiopia 
(adapted from htt~://travel.~ahoo.~om/~-tra\~elmide-~01?9~-ethio~ia histom-i) 

Bounded on its highland plateau by steep mountains and desolate lowlands, Ethiopia 
was once known as the "Hidden Empire." Greek-speaking traders and missionaries 
based in Alexandria, Egypt, converted Ethiopia's ruler to Christianity in the 4th century 
AD. After the 8th century, Ethiopia became increasingly cut off from the Mediterranean 
Christian world by the expansion of Islam through Saudi Arabia, Egypt and across 
North Africa. While Ethiopia is one of the oldest Christian nations in the world, it has a 
sizable Islamic minority. 
For much of the 20th century, Ethiopia was led by Haile Selassie (formerly known as 
Ras Tafari). Selassie was crowned Emperor in 1930 in an elaborate ceremony that 
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inspired a religion (Jamaica's Rastafarianism). Despite his lavish lifesele, Selassie was 
unable to keep Italy from overrunning Ethiopia in 1935 The British. along \\ith rebel 
groups, liberated Ethiopia during UTorld War 11, and in 1952 it \\.as linked in a federation 
with Eritrea. Civil war broke out 10 years later when Ethiopia unilaterall!- annexed 
Eritrea. 

The strain of a long, drawn-out war eventually led to the 1974 coup and re\-olution that 
deposed Haile Selassie and brought in a Marxist militan regime, knoun as the Dergue. 
The colonels in power tolerated no dissent and initiated mass killings and forced 
relocations. (The regime set new standards for government cruelv: h7hen citizens 
arrived to claim the bodies of state-murdered dissenters, the regime asked them to pay 
for the bullets in the lictims.) Keighboring Somalia took advantage of the confusion and 
invaded, starting a war over the desolate Ogaden region. As popular discontent swelled. 
an Ethiopian rebel group formed and combined with the Eritreans to rack up tictones 
against the government. 

By the early iggos, the Ethiopian militan- \\-as defeated and the rebels took control of 
the country. Eritrea seceded and officially became a separate nation in 1993. Slean~rhile. 
in what remained of Ethiopia, a transitional government was created and, by 1995. a 
new constitution had been witten and ratified. 

In 1998, the two countries went to war over their common border. The disputed 
territon was tiny, but the war continued sporadically for years before the U.S. 
delineated an official boundan that was accepted by both sides in 2002. The enmitl, 
bebveen the two governments, however, has not dissipated. 

CONCERN IN ETHIOPIA 

Background 
For many people Ethiopia is associated with the 1984 famine the scale and se\-eriv of 
which triggered an unprecedented international response as e\idenced by the Band ;\id 
and Live Aid initiatives and led to Concern undertaking one of its largest e\.er 
emergency relief operations. Since then the country - with the assistance of the 
international community - has made determined efforts to ensure that famine is a thing 
of the past. However, increasing fragmentation of land holdings and a precarious 
dependence on rain fed agriculture has made the transition difficult. Agriculture 
accounts for go% of exports and 80% of emplo!ment. The current food crisis is 
testament to the difficulties the country faces. 

ilccording to the joint Government of Ethiopia-United Sations Appeal, launched on -th 
December 2002, Ethiopia nil1 need 1.44 million MTs of food aid to feed 11.3 million 
people facing severe food shortages in 2003 - of which nearly 411.000 MT is required 
during the first quarter of the year. The appeal identified a further three million people 
deemed to be at risk of significant food shortages and whose condition needs to be 
closely monitored. 
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HIVIAIDS is also a huge and urgent urban problem in Ethiopia, as is the great number 
of neglected street children - conditions which have been exacerbated by the continuing 
population drift from rural areas to the city. 

Recent Developments 
Ethiopia accepts redrawn border with Eritrea, April, 2002. 
Failure of rains causes severe food shortages in 2003. 

Immediate Needs 
Health care, water, shelter and other basics in addition to food aid. 
There is a serious need for capacity building, especially at local level. 
Food security measures. 
Assistance for people with HIV/AIDS 

Concern Activities 
Emergency therapeutic feeding and food distribution programs. 
Community Developnlent Programs for urban poor in Acldis Ababa. 
Helping small street traders, street children and those affected by HIV/AIDS. 
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DEBATING A RESPONSE TO HUNGER 

The follo~\ing is a framework for creating a class debate on the issue of hunger. In 
groups, students are assigned roles to play and given general information about the 
position of the group they represent. After researching their role, the students 
participate in a simulated policy discussion in tvhich they argue the position of the group 
they represent and challenge the other groups \\-ith questions. Through asking and 
answering questions in a role-play format, the students \rill broaden their 
understanding of the different arguments in the hunger debate, and thus strengthen 
their own position on the future of world hunger. 

Preparation for the Global Summit on World Hunger 
The Global Summit to Eliminate World Hunger is meeting in order to decide how 
they can best allocate their money in order to help eliminate hunger in Ethiopia. 
At the end of the Summit, the committee  ill announce how the!- are going to 
distribute Sloo million. 

Choose five students to be summit committee members. Divide the remaining 
students into five groups. Assign each group a role to play. Encourage students 
to thoroughly research their role so they understand the position and the 
interests of the people or group they represent. 

Five students will represent the Summit Committee. The!- \ r i l l  tr?. to maintain an 
unbiased perspective and will be responsible for the ultimate decision of the 
Global Summit. 

Ask the groups to w i t e  and present to the class a brief s u m m e -  of their group's 
position on the question under debate: How can we eliminate hunger in 
Ethiopia? The class should be familiar ~ \ i th  each group's role and general 
position before the simulation. 

The simulation has been developed to give students an opportunit\. to debate the 
issue at hand and take on a particular position that might not necessarily be their 
OT11. 

The opposing roles create a lively debate that strengthens the students' public 
speaking, listening and debating skills. The simulation is structured in a \\.a>- that 
enables students to discuss the issue freely while giiing them a concrete task to 
achieve. 



THE GLOBAL SUMMIT TO ELIMINATE WORLD HUNGER 

s Before beginning the role-play, remind students that the goal of the activity is to 
discuss and debate the hunger in Ethiopia. While some of the positions might seem 
harder to adopt than others, encourage the students to keep to their assigned roles as 
much as possible. 

The role-play is entirely student directed. The students who represent the Summit 
Committee are responsible for moderating and keeping time throughout the 
simulation. They should also write ideas or motions for everyone to see. This can be 
a difficult job, so it should be clear from the start how much time the students have. 
The Summit Commjttee Representatives might want to make announcements 
throughout the simulation about how much time is remaining. 

The simulation can either last as long as time allows, or. have a time limit at which 
point the organizing committee will meet in order to make their decision. 

Reflecting on the Role Play 

Following the debate, students should have an opportuni@ to voice their own opinions 
on hunger and their experiences in the role-play. 

Were certain roles more difficult to play than others? 
Did anyone make compromises? 
Was it difficult for the committee members to build consensus? Why? 
What are your personal feelings about how to eliminate hunger? 
What would be your recommendations for US and UN future policies related to world 

hunger? 
Is there agreement within the group or class about hunger in Ethiopia? 

If the role-play became particularly heated, or if there were specific topics that were 
more controversial than others, it is important to ask the students to reflect on these. 
This is the time to resolve any disagreements, and remind students that when discussed 
in a peaceful, productive manner, disagreements can lead to creative solutions and 
consensus. Students should be reminded, however, that they might not always reach an 
agreement. Everyone should feel as though their opinions have been listened to and 
respected, even if there wasn't always agreement on these opinions. 
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To: Summit Participants 
From: Global Summit to Eliminate World Hunger 

Dear SirIMadam, 

We are honored to request your presence at the upcoming Global Summit to Eliminate 
World Hunger. As you h o w ,  the problem of hunger in Ethiopia needs 
immediate attention. We have organized this meeting to hear your thoughts on horv 
we can best eliminate hunger in Ethiopia. We have Sloo million to allocate to programs 
that can help to solve this critical problem, and hope that you can help us to make a 
decision on the best way to address the hunger issue. 

We have invited distinguished guests from different fields and \\ill be hearing 
statements from all groups. Therefore, you should appoint 1-2 people who \\ill address 
the summit committee members at the beginning of the conference. Afterwards. you 
will have a chance to  challenge the other participants' positions with questions. The 
meeting will be an open forum, facilitated by the committee members, where questions 
can be asked and responses will be listened to and respected. Evenone \\ill ha\-e a 
chance to participate and we ask that evenone is mindful of how much time the!- take to 
speak. 

It is your task to address and make recommendations about this urgent question: 
How can we eliminate hunger in Ethiopia? 

Prior to the summit, you should review and research your stance on the issue. Thank 
you for your participation and we look foncard to seeing you at this important meeting. 



TO: GLOBAL SUMMIT COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

The Global Summit to End World Hunger is meeting in order to address the problem of 
hunger in Ethiopia. Your committee has been allocated $1.00 million. Together, the 
committee members must decide how this money could best be spent. 

It is your task to decide how money will be spent in order to answer this urgent 
question: 

How can we eliminate hunger in Ethiopia? 

You have invited distinguished guests from different fields and will be hearing 
statements from all groups. Afterwards, you will have a chance to challenge the 
participants' positions with questions. The meeting will be an open forum, facilitated by 
the committee members, where questions can be asked and responses will be listened to 
and respected. Everyone will have a chance to participate and everyone should stay 
mindful of how much time they take to speak. 

After hearing the statements from each group, the committee members must decide 
together how they are going to allocate the $100 million in Ethiopia. You will then 
present your decision to the entire Summit. 
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WORLD DEBT 

Your group is requesting that all debt from Ethiopia be cancelled. You 
would like to receive $80 million from the World Summit in order to help 
achieve this goal. 

More information about debt: 

The world's least developed countries owe a total of S376 billion in debt. These 
countries already have poor economies, so repa!ments leave them with little left to help 
solve their hunger problems. Canceling debt \\-odd allon. these countries the abilit\- to 
invest in their economy, increase technological development, and help improve their 
agricultural abilities. 

Sometimes countries are forced to borrow more money in order to repa!- their debt. 
They get stuck in a cycle of obtaining new grants and loans in order to pa!. back old 
loans. In addition, many countries have already paid their debt, but because of high 
interest rates, they are deeper in debt than their original loan amount. 

Debt denies people public senices like health care and education because money is 
being sent to wealthy nations instead of pro\iding resources to the poor. 

Websites: 
httr,://w~~.iubilee~o~ouk.orz/ 



Your group is requesting money for sustainable development programs, 
such as providing access to loans and supporting local community - - - - 
businesses and initiatives. You are requesting $50 million from the 
World Summit in order to help achieve this goal. 

More information: 

Sustainable development involves supporting 
local groups in self-help development projects. 
This can include aid for health, housing, 
agricultural, educational projects, etc. Also 
helping local residents to claim their rights, 
challenge inequity and injustice. 

By creating sustainable development programs, 
we can ensure that the economies of developed 
countries will continue to grow, without the need 
of outside assistance. 

Websites: 

http: / /www.globalissues.org/TradeRelate 
d/Development.as~ 
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GENETICALLY MODIFIED FOOD 

Your group is requesting money to for biotechnolog). research and for more 
money to be given to genetically modified food initiatives to help Ethiopia. 
You are requesting $25 r w o n  from the World Summit in order to help 
achieve this goal. 

More information about genetically modified food: 

By using genetically modified (GM) food - food in which the DXA has been scientifically 
altered - we can increase yields of crops that are resistant to certain diseases or 
pesticides. Many scientists believe that this is the kel- to ending hunger. 40 percent of 
the crops from developing countries are destroyed each year due to pests and diseases of 
the plants. GM technologv can help solve this problem by creating different strains of 
plants that \\ill not get destroyed by these diseases. 

GM foods can also enhance the nutritional value of certain crops. Certain geneticall! 
modified tomatoes contain powerful antioxidants that help to fight cancer. Some oils 
are made to be healthier so they can help to reduce heart diseases. Crops can also be 
altered so that thej- remove allergens. For example, scientists can geneticall!. modif\- 
peanuts so people won't be allergic to them anlmore. 

GM food can also be grown more cheaply than regular crops. They ha1.e increased 
yields, so farmers will have more to sell and make more money. 

Websites: 
htt~://w%-w.gmnation.orp.Ukl 

http: //w-w~.whvbiotech.com/ 

http:/l\c-w-w.foodfirst.org 



FAIR TRADE 

You would like to have more conferences discussing fair trading regulations 
involving Ethiopia. You are requesting $25 million to help achieve this 
goal. 

More information fair trade: 

Over the past 15 years, international trade has been expanding almost twice as fast as 
global economic activity. The rules that govern trade have an important impact on 
economic, environmental and social issues. 

Trade is beneficial when we can exchange goods and services we produce with others to 
obtain the goods and services they produce. Most people and places are not self- 
sufficient, and we have learned to specialize so that the benefits can help to improve the 
quality of life. But in recent times, it is clear that the benefits of trade have not been 
shared equally. Growing inequality has become a great setback in international trade. 
And the poorest countries are hurting the most. 

Countries will specialize in a product that they 
feel they have a comparative advantage in. In 
developing countries, this is often in products 
such as coffee, cotton and other raw materials. 
They export these goods and buy 
manufactured goods from other countries. 
There is a danger on relying on only a few 
products for export, because the prices of them 
fluctuate a great deal. If countries (or 
individual farmers) increase production when 
the prices are high, a sudden fall in price can 
lead to major debt problems. 

Websites: 

h~,://www.fairtrade.org.ukL 

htt~s://www.transfairusa.org/ 

htt~://www.fairtraderesource.org/ 
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

You would like to see more money being put into environmental 
conservation research and programs that help to protect and preserve the 
environment of Ethiopia. You are requesting $50 million from the IVorld 
Summit in order to help achieve this goal. 

More information about environmental consen-ation: 

In many parts of the world patterns of local production have been adjusted to suppl! 
output for the demands of the global market. Traditional land use has been changed in 
many poor regions in favor of production of cash crops, like coffee, which are sold to 
wealthy countries. There have been significant harms to the environment since the 
i97os, especially in the poorest regions. @er-consumption and exploitation has led to 
an environmental and ecological crisis. 

Depletion of natural resources, deforestation and degradation of ecosystems make the 
land unsuitable to productive farming. Land producti\it\. also diminishes due to soil 
erosion, desertification, industrial development, population gro\\th, uncontrolled 
urbanization and natural disasters. We can help solve these problems b!- invohing local 
residents in environmental consen-ation programs. 



PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 

You are would like more money to be put into bringing the people of 
Ethiopia and Eritrea together to create peace negotiations. With less 
fighting, there will be less hunger. You are requesting $30 million from 
the World Summit in order to help achieve this goal. 

More information about peace negotiations: 

Most of us know that war has immediate and direct impacts on the people involved. 
There are massive casualties, destruction of property and infrastructure, and often 
people are forced to flee their homes. But we often do not see the "hidden" or indirect 
results of war. One of the major results is hunger. 

Land is often destroyed, causing serious damage to agricultural production. Other 
agricultural systems are often targets of fighting as well, such as irrigation canals, food 
storage, etc. During recent fighting in Somalia and Sudan, many of the wells used for 
watering and for the animals were poisoned or destroyed. 

Because of the widespread use of landmines, many people are severely hurt. It is 
estimated that 15,000-40,000 people in Angola are amputees because of the mines. 
Over 1 million mines have been planted in Somalia. Often, these people can no longer 
work to earn money and provide food for themselves and their families. Basic health 
care is often inaccessible. 

People can also lose ownership of their land and animals. And imports into the country 
are often restricted. This can cause a great shortage of food, since most countries are 
not self-sufficient food producers. 

The cost of war is incredibly high. During conflict, many governments invest much of 
their monev into weaDons and arms develo~ment and ~urchases instead of industrv and 
social se&es. ~ o v ~ m m e n t  funds are spent on weapons instead of funding for fo;d 
supplies. Children are also deeply affected - they are often forced to fight. Even if 
children survive the conflict, they may have deep psycholog~cal scars. 

Wars are devastating in any place they occur. But they hurt the poor in a much greater 
way. Poverty-stricken countries small economies to begin with, and with the 
destruction to physical, human and social capital, they often have a hard time getting 
out of the hole of poverty. 

Websites: 
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Definitions of Sustainable Development 

Here are some common descriptions of sustainable development: 

"Sustainable development meets the needs of the present without compromising the aSility o! future 
generations to meet their own needs." 
United Nations World Commission on Environment and Development. 

"Then I say the earth belongs to each . . . generation during its course, fully and in its own right. no 
generation can contract debts greater than may be paid during the course of its own existence.' 
Thomas Jefferson, September 6. 1789. 

"Sustainability refers to the ability of a society, ecosystem, or any such ongoing system to continue 
functioning into the indefinite future without being forced into decline through exhaustion . . . of key 
resources." 
Robert Gilman. President of Context Institute. 

"Sustainability is the [emerging] doctrine that economic growth and development must take place. and Se 
maintained over time, within the limits set by ecology in the broadest sense - by the interrelations of 
human beings and their works, the biosphere and the physical and chemical laws that govern it . . . . It 
follows that environmental protection and economic development are complementary rather than 
antagonistic processes." 
William D. Ruckelshaus, "Toward a Sustainable World." Scientific American. SeptemSer 7989. 

'The word sustainable has roots in the Latin subtenir, meaning 'to hold up' or 'to supvr t  from Miow.' A 
community must be supported from below - by its inhabitants, present and future. Certain places. ihrough 
the peculiar combination of physical, cultural, and, perhaps, spiritual characterist~cs, inspire w ? l e  to 
care for their community. These are the places where sustainability has the best chance of taklnc hold." 
Muscoe Martin, "A Sustainable Community Profile." from Places. Winter 1995. 

"A sustainable community effort consists of a long-term, integrated, systems approach to developing and 
achieving a healthy community by jointly addressing economic, environmental, and social issues. 
Fostering a strong sense of community and building partnerships and consensus among key 
stakeholders are also important elements of such efforts. 

''The focus and scale of sustainability efforts depend on local conditions, including resources. patics. 
individual actions, and the unique features of the community. The sustainable communities approach has 
been applied to issues as varied as urban sprawl, inner-city and brownfield redevelopment. economic 
development and growth, ecosystem management, agriculture, biodiversity. green buildings. energy 
conservation, watershed management, and pollution prevention. Many of these Issues anc other 
community problems cannot easily be addressed by traditional approaches or traditlonai elements within 
our society. 

"Many people feel it is better to address such problems through a more collaborative and holist~c systems 
approach because such problems are diffuse, multidisciplinary, multiagency, multistakehoidei anb 
multisector in nature." 
Beth E. Lachman, Critical Technologies Institute. "Linking Sustainable Community Activltles to Pollution 
Prevention: A Sourcebook." April 1997. 



Case Studies: Stories from Ethiopia 
The following stories come from Concern staff and volunteers working in Ethiopia. 
These stories will expose students to the everyday challenges facing ordinary Ethiopians 
struggling with hunger and other related problems. 

Ideas for Usin? Case Studies 

Read the stories aloud to students and guide a classroom discussion based on questions 
such as: 

How does this story make you feel? 
How do you think life is different in Ethiopia compared to life in the United 
States? 
Are there any similarities between your life and the life of the person in the story? 
Is there anything that surprises you about the story? 

0 Does the story teach you anything about Ethiopia? 
What questions would you have for the people in the story? 

Reproduce the case studies and have the students read them individually or in small 
groups. Have the students write responses to the question sin a journal as a writing 
exercise. 

Put the students in small groups. Give each group a different case study. Have each 
group read the case and write responses and thoughts. Have the groups describe to the 
rest of the class the people they have read about. 
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Case Studv 1: Aide Ketere and Bafite Bate 

&de Ketere and Bafite Bate are husband and wife. The!- live in Koyo Sake \illage in \\-e\-lita. 
southern Ethiopia. The couple has a tiny house made of thatch. The>- have less that a quarter oi  
an acre of land on which they to grow food for themselves and their five children. It is a 
struggle that is not always easy. . b d  sometimes there simply isn't enough food. Their !-oungest 
daughter, U'olnesh has been sick for a while and lack of medicine and good health!- food has left 
her malnourished. 

Little IVolnesh is three, but she l o o k  much younger. -She is much better than she was'. explains 
her mother with a womed look on her face. "She was sick and had a poor appetite. but she has 
received medicine from Concern, and also food, which she likes to eat." Once even b o  \\eels 
MTolnesh and her mother \isit the supplementan food distribution organized b! Concern in a 
nearby village of Sake. "It takes us one hour to walk there", says her mother. 

The problems facing the Ketere family are complex, but typical for this region. -1 have five 
brothers", explains Aide, the worried father. "i'hen each of us got married, we were given one- 
fifth of my parents' land. It is tradition. They didn't have that much land, and dkided b!- five. it 
is barely enough land for one family to sunive on. I am onll- a farmer, 1 earn a little mane!- from 
plowing and working on other people's land, but it is hard to feed my fi\-e children like that. Last 
year's harvest was good, but we have finished it already because it was ven- little. Sow we 
haven't even planted our maize yet and it will be at least 4-5 months before the nex- han-est if 
due." 

The family is now eating Ensette, a banana-like plant with edible roots. It has a lo\v nutritional 
value and is not very good as a source of xitamins and carbohydrates. If Ensette is all there is to 
eat, it is very likely that the children will suffer a shortage of essential \itamins and minerals. 

"We are worried about M'olnesh, but she is getting better, thanks to Concern. For a while we 
received general rations from Concern and they helped all of us a lot. .at least the older children 
are healthy, but even my daughter demithu, who is 8, has a problem with her e!-es. i\-e cannot 
afford to take her to the clinic." 

Of his five children only one of them goes to school. They ha\-e their hopes on io-yearald 
Abebe, their only son. .\barash, who is twelve, is the eldest daughter and does most of the 
household chores now that her mother is preoccupied with 1Volnesh. .\berash takes a 1 112 hour 
walk to the spring every morning where she collects water for the family. 

When we ask about the future, Aide just sighs. 71.e don't think about it too much. 11-e just hope 
that our children get better. My wife used to weave but when \\*olnesh got sick she stopped 
to look after her all the time. Mlen iVolnesh gets better. my wife \\ill start \\.orking again and r\.e 
will have a little more income." He tries to be cautiously optimistic, but his face sta!-s somber. 
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Case Study 2: The Story of Abiti 

In May last year Abiti Arija was one of the over 800 children who passed through the Concern 
therapeutic feeding centre in Weylita, southern Ethiopia. His grandmother Bulule Nana and her 
youngest daughter, Amanech, who is only around 12 years old, accompanied the two-year-old 
boy. Abiti was treated for severe malnourishment at the Bedessa based feeding centre, where 
staff feared for his life. Abiti's grandmother explained what had happened. 

"The baby was left in my care in March. My son, who is the father of the child, is a day-labourer 
in Shashamene, the big city 4 hours away. Abiti was already v e v  thin, I don't think the mother 
looked after him very well. My son and the mother are not married. She abandoned him 
completely. My son then brought Abiti here and asked us to look after him. My son gives us no 
money to pay for Abiti's food; we could see he needed extra care when he arrived. But my 
husband is a farmer and we have only half a hectare of land. When Abiti came to us, I was 
struggling to feed the seven children that still live at home. The past few years the harvests have 
been very bad. The maize we grow on our land is not enough to feed us all. And we have no cash 
coming in; nobody has a job outside working on our small farm. S80 Abiti kept getting thinner 
because we had no milk and in the end we took him to Concern." 

Ten months later we visit the Ade Dawe Mundaga Kebele and find the house of grandmother 
Bulule Nana. We instantly recognise Amanech, the girl who so devotedly cared for her little 
nephew. When we ask carefully about little Abiti we are afraid to g:t a negative response, but no, 
luckily all is well. We can't believe that we are looking at Abiti, sittlng contently on his granny's 
lap. He has grown in to a big and healthy bouncy baby. 

"Oh yes, he still lives with us, Bulule says. We haven't heard from my son. We heard a rumour 
that his mother moved to Addis Ababa. But Abiti is part of our family now." The grandparents 
are delighted that the little boy survived, "he was very very skinny l o  months ago and we didn't 
think he would make it", they explained. 

Amanech still spends a lot of time with Abiti. They often play together in the morning, before 
she heads of to school. Abiti is just able to stand up right at the moment and he practises 
walking. His development came to a standstill during his period of malnutrition, but he seems to 
be making great progress now, he is alert, plafil and very curious. 

"Everything is going much better again", says Abiti's grandfather, Tanto Ngo. 'We have maize in 
our store and my wife and daughter are working from the house spinning cotton, so we have a 
little income. We are saving the maize for later and we buy food from the market at the moment. 
We are so happy that Abiti is doing better. We thank God that he survived. Now we can look 
after him again, Concern helped us through the most difficult time last year. If Abiti gets sick, we 
can take him to the clinic and we will feed him all we have, to make sure that he stays healthy. 
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Case Study 3: The protected spring at Mahal Mundage 

Woudinesh Samuel is 13. She lives is the village of Ade Dawe Mundage in the iveylita region of 
Ethiopia. She lives with her parents and her 6 brothers and sisters. \j.oulhnesh no longer goes 
to school, she dropped out at 3d grade p r i m w .  This often happens with girls her age: parents 
simply don't see any benefits in sending their daughters to school. School uniforms and exercise 
books simply cost too much. Girls are often kept at home to mind younger siblings and to work 
on household chores. 

It is her task to collect water for the family, so even day she ivalk doxm the steep hdl at Mahal 
Mundage to the protected spring in the valley. Concern built a cement storage tank around the 
natural spring in 1992, and a piping system which guides the water into an area for water 
collecting, one for washing and just down the valley is also a drinkng place for animals. Concern 
has also built an extended system all the way d o m  to Bedessa toxm; the tuo natural spring 
provide clean water for all inhabitants of the small to\\n. 

"I collect two pots full of water ever). day", she says. It means \calking up the ven- steep hill 
twice. "It takes me an hour or a little more to collect one pot, often I walk down with mv friends 
and neighbours, we all have to do our household chores.^ 
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Resources 

WEBSITES 

The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2002 
http:N~ww.fao.orgldocrep/005!~7352e!v7352e0~~ 

Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger 
http://www.feediugminds.or~ 

Human Development Report 2003 
http://www.undp.org/hdr2003 

USAID Famine Early Warning Systems Network 
http://wwn .fews.net 

CIA World Factbook of Ethiopia 
http://wm.cia.gov/cia/publicatious/factbooWgeos/et.htm1 

Parliament of Ethiopia 
http:/Iwww.ethiopar.net 

Ethiopian Related News and Information 
http:ilethio.com 

Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 
btt~://www.fao.orr: 

Bread for the World 
http://www.bread.org 

World Food Programme 
http://www.wfp.org 

International Food Policy Research Institute 
http://www.ifpri.org 

World Bank 
http:/iwww.worldbauk.org 

Millennium Project Hunger Task Force 
http://www.unmillenuiumproiect.org/html/tforce 2.shtm 
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United States Department of Agriculture 
http:l/nww.usda.gol- 

Food and Nutrition Technical Assistance 
http:/lnn-w.fantaproiect.org 

LESSON PLANS AND CURRICULA 

Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger 
http:l/nlrw.feedingrninds.org/ 

United Xations Cyber School bus 
htt~://n~~v.un.org/cvberschoolbus/indes.as~ 

Curriculum on Hunger 
http:/lw1+~v.citvcare.com/1l-foodbanhun~er/actil-il.htrn 

Lessons on Sustainable Development 
http://~v~v~v.uorldbank.orgldep~vebl 

Bracelet of Life Curriculum 
http:/lw~+w.doctors~vithoutborders.or~ioutreach~%ol~teachers.htrn 

Global Express 
http:/l~ww.dep.org.u~lobalespress/indes.htm 

?Lds Can Make a Difference 
http://ww~~.kidscanmakeadiffereoee.ordteac.htm 

Hunger Lesson Plan 
http://~vnw.uen.org!Lessonplan/prel-ie~~.cgi?LPid=1?71 

World Bank - Understanding ,Millennium Development Goals 
h t t p : I l w v u - . w o r l d b a n k . o r p i h t r n ~ t d r ! m  .htm 

Learning for a Sustainable Future 
http://~~~+.schoolnet.ca!futureiteachericlassroom'content.htm 


