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On August 16, 2000, The U.S. Agency for International Development awarded a grant to 
Freedom House, as the Prime Recipient of the RIGHTS Consortium, in the amount of S746,009 
to support the "War Crimes Documentation Project." A member of the RIGHTS Consortium, 
the American Bar Association's Central and Eastern Europe and Eurasian Law Initiative 
(ABAICEELI) is the project implementer. On August 20, 2002, USAJD granted a no-cost 
extension of the project to January 31, 2003. This narrative report covers the ninth quarterly 
report. 
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Project One: Development of Computer Database Technology for Witness 
Testimony 

Targets: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, CEELI will have developed a database in an Oracle- 
based platform, which allows for statistical analysis and reporting on collected data. (Base of 
activity: DC) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, CEELI will have field-tested the new database. (Kosovo) 
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3. By the end of the workplan period, the new database software will be available free of 
charge to human rights and other nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). (DC) 

Progress Achieved: 

All targets in this project have been met. CEELl and AAAS introduced and demonstrated the 
new database software during their July conference (see below). This software has been 
released as an open source product. As such is it currently being used, free of charge, by 
human rights nongovernmental organizations in Sri Lanka and by the truth commission in 
Ghana. Leveraging the ABAICEELI funds, AAAS acquired additional independent funding to 
support full time programmers to assist with the installation, training, and modifications of the 
database for the next year. Through the open source process, additional modifications have 
been made to the database to take into account user needs. CEELl and AAAS are currently 
refining the third version of the database since its original release. 

Project Two: Institutional Development of NGO Partners 

Targets: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, Center staff will have received training in interviewing 
and human rights documentation techniques. (Albania) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have developed strategic and financial 
plans. (Albania) 

3. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have begun undertaking new projects in 
accordance with its strategic plan. (Albania) 

4. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have identified and received funding from 
outside sources. (Albania) 

5. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have developed and distributed public 
education materials, including a website and publications. (Albania) 

Progress Achieved: 

As previously reported, these targets have been met. CEELl has expended all advocacy grant 
funds budgeted for the Center and is therefore no longer providing direct financial support. 

Project Three: Ongoing Witness Interviews and Data Entry 

Targets: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, interview teams will have conducted interviews of ethnic 
Albanians throughout Kosovo. (Kosovo) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, interview teams will have collected ante mortem 
information from ethnic Albanians, and submitted it to the OSCE for processing. (Kosovo) 
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3. By the end of the workplan period, all data on human rights violations will be entered into the 
war crimes database. (DC andlor Kosovo) 

4. By the end of the workplan period, data on human rights violations and ante mortem 
information will be collected from minority populations within Kosovo. (Kosovo) 

Progress Achieved: 

As previously reported, CEELl has achieved all targets listed above and currently has no plans 
for further interviewing activity. 

Project Four: Development of Local Capacity for War Crimes Trials 

Targets: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, judges, prosecutors, defense counsel, andlor police will 
have received training in human rights, criminal procedure, and war crimes investigation. 
(Kosovo) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, an independent Office of the Defense will be established. 
(Kosovo) 

Progress Achieved: 

Following a request from the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) 
Outreach Program, ABNCEELI rapidly organized a training trip for ten Kosovar defense 
attorneys to the ICTY in the Hague. ABNCEELI and the Outreach Program staff in Kosovo 
worked diligently to select participants, obtain visas, and organize the substance of the training. 
ABNCEELI identified 12 potential participants, all of whom had participated in a separately 
funded two-week intensive training at the CEELl Institute in Prague. This separate training 
aggressively developed the attorneys' knowledge of and facility with international human rights 
standards and the details related to integrating these standards into the complex legal 
framework in Kosovo. This course uniquely prepared these attorneys for their training in the 
Hague with another, also international, body of law and precedents (as well as an institution. the 
ICN)  that must be integrated into the Kosovo legal system. 

The number of participants turned out to be eleven, as one dropped out for family reasons. 
Those attending comprised 8 Kosovar Albanians, 2 Kosovar Turks, and 1 Kosovar Serb; these 
individuals were from all regions of Kosovo. Specifically, the individuals attending were: 

- Mr. Teki Bokshi 
- Mr. Refki Tac 
- Mr. Miro Delevic 
- Mr. lbish Hoti 
- Mr. Fatmir Celina 
- Ms. Sadije Mjekici 
- Mr. lbrahim Dobruna 
- Mr. Feriz Gervalla 
- Mr. Shemsedin Pira 
- Mr. Rame Gashi 

Lawyer, GjakovelDjakovica 
Lawyer, Prizren 
Lawyer, MitrovicWMitrovica 
Lawyer, PejdPec 
Lawyer, Prizren 
Lawyer, PrishtinelPristina 
Lawyer, GllogoclGlogovac 
Lawyer, PejaIPec 
Lawyer. GjilanlGniljane 
Lawyer, PrishtineIPristina 
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- Mr. Xhavit Krasniqi Lawyer, PrishtineIPristina 

At its conclusion, both the participants and the ICTY trainers described the program as a 
resounding success. The l C N  personnel indicated that this group of Kosovars had been 
among their best and specifically requested an additional training trip. (It is on this basis that 
ABAlCEELl recently approached Freedom House and the State Department about a short term 
extension of its Kosovo War Crimes funding; this request was granted). 

The training covered several aspects of the operation and jurisdiction of the ICTY. First. 
participants were advised to read and provided with copies of certain preparatory materials. 
including the Statute of the Tribunal, its Rules on Evidence and Procedure, the Code of 
Professional Conduct for Defense Counsel, the Directive on Assignment of Defense Counsel, 
and other related information. Participants attended short lectures and discussions with ICTY 
personnel on the role of defense counsel, the jurisdiction and jurisprudence of the ICN, and 
other topics. They also had a few opportunities to watch proceedings, so as to gain a first-hand 
understanding of the differences between their experience and the operation of war crimes trials 
at the Hague. As intended, this "up close" view moved the participants to ask numerous 
questions and gave vibrancy to their discussions with l C N  personnel. 

Project Five: Public Awareness Campaign 

Targets: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, educational brochures on international humanitarian law 
will be available to the public. (Kosovo and Albania) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, statistical analyses of the information collected during the 
interviewing process will be conducted and published. (DC) 

3. By the end of the workplan period, descriptive reports on events in Kosovo will be published. 
(DC) 

Progress Achieved: 

As previously reported, CEELl has met these targets. The report submitted to the ICTY as 
evidence in the Milosevic case, as well as the transcripts of the expert testimony, are publicly 
available. CEELl has developed a table of contents and begun drafting a full lesson-learned 
publication to be completed by the end of the award period. 

Project Six: Coordinating Framework 

Targets: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, a standard interview form and database format will have 
been introduced to and accepted by the international community. (DC, Kosovo, and The 
Hague) 
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Progress Achieved: 

This target has been met. In July 2002, CEELI sponsored a conference entitled 'Human Rights, 
Justice, and Accountability: New Tools for a Post-Conflict Environment." Over 50 experts in 
human rights, intemational justice and accountability, and humanitarian aid from around the 
world attended the event, which was chaired by CEELI Executive Director David Tolbert. 
Designed to address the operational, theoretical and jurisdictional issues arising out of the use 
of ad hoc intemational tribunals and truth commissions in post-conflict situations, the 
participants addressed from a number of perspectives the increasing role NGOs play in the 
successful operation of these mechanisms. Four panel discussions anchored the conference 
as experts addressed the sometimes difficult relationship between NGOs and intemational 
courts as well as prior successes in NGO cooperation with truth commissions. In addition to 
these two overarching topics, panelists focused on the need for accountability (whether sought 
through a truth commission or a court) to have a public image, including educational outreach 
and viable input in the process. Finally, CEELI, AAAS, and other organizations shared recent 
successful efforts to create technological solutions to some of the issues facing these bodies. 

Project Seven: Adoption and Use of a Security Protocol 

Targets: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, an electronic security system, which ensures encrypted 
storage and transfer of information, will be implemented. (DC, Kosovo, and Albania) 

Progress Achieved: 

CEELI has achieved this target with the inclusion of such security features in the new database 
prototype. 



HUMAN RIGHTS, JUSTICE, AND ACCOUNTABILITY: 
NEW TOOLS FOR A POST-CONFLICT ENVIRONMENT 

Sponsored by fhe ABA/CEELI 
War Crimes Documentation Projecf 

Tuesday, July 30,2002 

Camegie Endowment for International Peace 
1779 Massachusetts Avenue. NW 

Washington, DC 

8:30 - 9:OO Registration 

9:OO -9:15 Welcome 

9: 15 - 9:45 Opening Remarks: William Schabas 
Irish Centre for Human Rights 
National University of Ireland. Galway 

9145- 11:15 Strange Bedfellows: Can NGOs and Courts Work Together Towards Mutual Goals? 
How NGOs and judicial accountability mechanisms can work more effectively 
together. 

11:30 - 13:OO Truth Commissions and NGOs: Natural Allies in the Search For Truth? 
How NGOs and truth commissions can work more effectively together. 

13:OO - 14100 Catered Lunch 

14:OO - 15:30 Necessary and Overlooked - The Public Image of Accountability 
Examples of activities taken in the area of public outreach and new possibilities. 

15145 - 17115 The Next Generation in Human Rights Advocacy 
New developments in documenting and analyzing data on human tights 
violations. 

17:15 Closing Remarks: TBA 

Please RSVP to Kristen McDonald at 202-662-1978 or kmcdonald@abaceeii.org. 


