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Development of Computer Database Technology for 
Witness Testimony 

Workplan Period Targets 

The targets of CEELl's Computer Database Technology Project for the workplan period are as 
follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, CEELI will have developed a database in an Oracle- 
based platform, which allows for statistical analysis and reporting on collected data. (Base of 
activity: DC) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, CEELI will have field-tested the new database. (Kosovo) 

3. By the end of the workplan period, the new database software will be available free of 
charge to human rights and other nongovernmental organizations (NGOs). (DC) 

Progress Achieved 

As previously reported. Chicago-Kent College of Law completed the first round of requested 
alterations to the prototype of the new database submitted to CEELI last year. During the 
reporting period, this version underwent a second round of reviews by a human rights violations 
documentation expert from the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). 
CEELI expects to field test the database during the minority interviewing project scheduled to 
begin in August. 

Also during the reporting period, CEELl began negotiating the terms of a new subcontract with 
. AAAS. The work to be conducted under this contract will include the development of innovative 
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software to facilitate the analysis of human rights data. Once completed, this software can be 
installed as a component of the new database. These pieces used together will mark a great 
step forward in the application of technology to the human rights field. 

Project No. Two: Institutional Development of NGO Partners 

Workplan Period Targets 

The targets of CEELl's institutional development project for the workplan period are as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, Center staff will have received training in interviewing 
and human rights documentation techniques. (Albania) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have developed strategic and financial 
plans. (Albania) 

3. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have begun undertaking new projects in 
accordance with its strategic plan. (Albania) 

4. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have identified and received funding from 
outside sources. (Albania) 

5. By the end of the workplan period, the Center will have developed and distributed public 
education materials, including a website and publications. (Albania) 

Progress Achieved 

As previously reported, CEELl has expended all advocacy grant funds budgeted for the Center 
and is therefore no longer providing direct financial support. CEELl plans to continue to work 
with the Center on projects of mutual interest. 

Project No. Three: Ongoing Witness Interviews and Data Entry 

Workplan Period Targets 

The targets of CEELl's witness interviewing and data entry project for the workplan period are 
as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, interview teams will have conducted interviews of ethnic 
Albanians throughout Kosovo. (Kosovo) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, interview teams will have collected ante mortem 
information from ethnic Albanians, and submitted it to the OSCE for processing. (Kosovo) 

3. By the end of the workplan period, all data on human rights violations will be entered into the 
war crimes database. (DC andlor Kosovo) 

4. By the end of the workplan period, data on human rights violations and ante mortem 
P - information will be collected from minority populations within Kosovo. (Kosovo) 
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Progress Achieved 

As previously reported, CEELl has been exploring the possibility of collaborating with a Croatian 
non-governmental organization, Partnership for Social Development (PSD), to conduct 
interviewing in minority enclaves in Kosovo. During the reporting period, CEELl approved an 
advocacy grant for the PSD to fund eight interviewers and two data entry personnel for a four- 
week period. The interviewers will conduct interviews in enclaves identified by the ICTY and the 
information will be entered into the prototype of the new database (see project one). CEELl 
hopes to gather approximately 150 interviews over the course of this project. The information 
collected will be submitted to the ICTY. 

As part of this project, the interviewers will collect also ante mortem for submission to the 
UNMlK Civilian Police (CIVPOL). This ante mortem interviewing effort will mark the first 
concerted action toward gathering this information since CIVPOL made its final decision on the 
method of collection earlier this year. 

Project No. Four: Development of Local Capacity for War Crimes Trials 

Workplan Period Targets 

The targets of CEELl's development of local capacity for war crimes prosecution project for the 
workplan period are as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, judges, prosecutors, defense counsel, and/or police will 
have received training in human rights, criminal procedure, and war crimes investigation. 
(Kosovo) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, an independent Office of the Defense will be established. 
(Kosovo) 

Progress Achieved 

During the reporting period, the Criminal Defense Resource Center was formally established. 
The CDRC will receive funding from the US Government and personnel from the OSCE. CEELl 
has discussed with the CDRC the possibility of sponsoring a training workshop in conjunction 
with Advocats Sans Frontieres. This training, tentatively scheduled for the Fall, will address 
practical defense counsel skills. 

Project No. Five: Public Awareness Campaign 

Workplan Period Targets 

The targets of CEELl's public awareness campaign for the workplan period are as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, educational brochures on international humanitarian law 
will be available to the public. (Kosovo and Albania) 

2. By the end of the workplan period, statistical analyses of the information collected during the 

/ 
- interviewing process will be conducted and published. (DC) 
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3. By the end of the workplan period, descriptive reports on events in Kosovo will be published. 
(DC) 

Progress Achieved 

As previously reported, CEELI has been able to obtain additional data on human rights 
violations collected by the OSCE and the ICTY. This information will be combined with data 
collected by CEELI in 2000 in order to conduct a follow-up analysis to Political Killings in 
Kosova/Kosovo March -June 1999. In order to complete this analysis the data must undergo 
extensive processing. During the reporting period, CEELI finalized the arrangements necessary 
for this processing, including hiring additional personnel and obtaining office space. As there 
are over 3000 interview narratives to review, it is anticipated that the data coding process will 
take approximately three months to complete. The data will then be transferred to AAAS for 
statistical analysis. CEELl hopes to have preliminary conclusions for submission to the ICTY 
within six months. 

Project No. Six: Coordinating Framework 

Workplan Period Targets 

The target of CEELl's coordinating framework project for the workplan period is as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, a standard interview form and database format will have 
been introduced to and accepted by the international community. (DC, Kosovo, and The 
Hague) 

Progress Achieved 

CEELI has begun the initial planning for an international conference on the documentation of 
human rights abuses. Finalization of these plans will, in part, be determined by the completion 
of Political Killings II and the new database software. 

Project No. Seven: Adoption and Use of a Security Protocol 

Workplan Period Targets 

The target of CEELl's security protocol project for the workplan period is as follows: 

1. By the end of the workplan period, an electronic security system, which ensures encrypted 
storage and transfer of information, will be implemented. (DC, Kosovo, and Albania) 

Progress Achieved 

This target has been achieved for the current database. Security mechanisms for the new 
database are under development. 


