USAI D) Uganda Di sability Pl an

USAI Y Uganda has actively assisted the Governnent of Uganda (GOU)

i n devel oping a nationw de programto include disabled in the
devel opnent process. Mst notably the M ssion was a major donor in
supporting the devel opnment of Uganda's constitution (1995) which
establ i shed statutes to protect people with disabilities.
Specifically, Chapter 4 Article 35 (1) and (2) of the Uganda
cgnstitution states that

= Persons with disabilities have a right to respect and human
dignity and the State and society shall take appropriate
nmeasures to ensure that they realize their full nmental and
physi cal potential.

Parlianment shall enact |aws appropriate for the protection of
persons with disabilities.

Addi tionally the Uganda Constitution stipulates that the

Presi dent of Uganda shall appoint a disabled person as

M nister for people with disabilities and the di sabl ed shal
el ect a person anong thensel ves as a Menber of Parlianent.
Thi s objective has been achi eved.

The M ssion in conjunction with the US International NGO Health
Vol unt eers Overseas (HVO supported activities for disabled persons
for eight years. The project did nmuch to inprove the provision of
ort hopaedic, orthotic and physical therapy services for Uganda's

t housands of children and adults who have | ost upper and | ower

i mbs, been crippled through Polionyelitis or otherw se becone

i mmobi |i zed especially those persons whose disabilities resulted
fromcivil strife. A European NGO, Christ Blind International
cirtinued this work upon conpl etion of USAID project in March 1998.

= Additionally, USAID under the Denobilization and Reintegration
Project (UDRP) has provided training to Denobilized Sol diers
(di sabl ed and abl e bodied) in the selection, planning and
managenent of their own businesses in targeted districts ,
after which they were linked to credit institutions. The
activity is ending in Decenber 1998.

USAI DY Uganda' s future plans to assist the disabled continue through
tir i nclusion of the disabled in devel opnent activities in Uganda.

= Codification of the Laws of Uganda which include statutes for
' the protection of people with disabilities.

= Through a Special objective for the Reintegration of Northern
Uganda the M ssion has earnarked $1 million of Displaced

Chil dren and O phans Fund (DCOF) to deal with trauma and

mai med children of the conflict in Northern Uganda.

USAI D/ Uganda is planning to give Gants to US and
International PVOs and NGO s to carry out activities in

Nort hern Uganda, where many chil dren have been di sabl ed by

| and m nes and anbushes in the ongoing conflict.



The USAI DY Uganda disability policy is based on the

encour agenent of US interagency coll aboration and networ ki ng
anong donors and ot her diverse entities concerned about
persons with disabilities with a viewto increasing inpact and
sustaining these efforts. Myst organi zations representing
people with Disabilities in Uganda are still in their infancy.
USAI DY Uganda will strive to open up avenues to liaise with

t hese organi zations with a long termview of integrating them
into our prograns at a |later date as they progress towards
maturity.

USAI D/ Uganda does its best to incorporate the interest of the
di sabled in the National Prograns of the Education and
Heal t h sectors which are supported by nmulti national donors
and governnents.
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