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1 Country Background and Project Purpose 

Many developing nations have to move faster than normal speed just to remain in place and 
even faster to get ahead Bangladesh IS one such nat~on In 1991, when Morgan State Umversity 
(MSU), Baltimore, Maryland, U S A ,  an HBCU institution, and Jahangirnagar Univers~ty (JNU), 
Bangladesh, forged a partnership, under USAID'S University Development Linkage Project 
(UDLP), to undertake development-related in~tiatmes, Bangladesh was in a desperate situation 
With a populat~on of 117 million, an annual populat~on growth rate of 2 6% (World Bank, 1991), 
poor nutritional and health conditions, and more than its share of natural disaster setbacks, it was 
clear that every development effort must count in order to make a difference 

Gwen the persistence of endemic deprivations in rural Bangladesh, the UDLP set out to 
estabbsh two inst~tutions -- a Human Resource Development Center at Jahangwnagar University 
campus and an non-governmental Organization (NGO) at the rural jurisdiction of Kapasia thana 
in Bangladesh -- to undertake operations research, pilot tesbngs, demonstration projects, and 
trainings in the areas of health, family planning, female empowerment, poverty-alleviation, and 
rural development Additional objectives of the UDLP included student internship in the 
operations research project and faculty exchange between Morgan State University and 
Jahangirnagar University 

2 Partnership Objectives 

+ To demonstrate that through the use of rnformal women leaders and self-sustainmg income- 
generatmg projects, and other basic social sector services, major socioeconomlc problems, 
such as 111 health, high population growth, poverty, gender inequahty, malnutrition, and 
hunger, can be solved 



To perform research on factors affecting utiluat~on of health care servwes by women, and 
to conduct analyses of factors d~fferent~at~ng fert~lity, mfant mortahty, fam~ly planning, and 
women's empowerment m Bangladesh 

To estabhsh sustainable research and outreach mstitutions a~med at experimentmg and 
improving basic servlces m health care, reproductive health care, women's empowerment, 
and poverty-alleviat~on 

To contribute to strategic objectives of USAID Miss~on, Bangladesh, through operations 
research and dwsemmation of research findings 

Results and Impact of Partnershp 

A sustainable interdisc~pl~nary research centre, called Centre for Human Resource 
Development (CHRD), has been estabhshed at JNU campus to coordinate appl~ed and bas~c 
research on the priority development issues m Bangladesh The Un~versity has been 
prov~d~ng adequate office, staff, computers, and other research facilit~es to contmue 
research activ~ties initiated under the 1991-1996 UDLP 

UDLP-created NGO, Palli Mangal Kendra (PMK), w ~ t h  its demonstrat~on project m 
Kapasia thana, has become a model exper~mentation center for d~fferent governmental 
agencles and other NGOs Two separate partnerships have been forged w ~ t h  two different 
NGOs for innovatwe strategy Both are funded by the Government of Bangladesh The 
NGO (PMK) has rece~ved funds from the Government of Bangladesh and fore~gn donor 
agencies to undertake demonstrat~on activities aimed at lmprovmg health and family 
plannmg servlces m rural Bangladesh 

Government of Bangladesh has recently (October 1998) awarded U S 1 5 milhon dollars to 
Morgan State University, Jahang~rnagar University, and its NGO (PMK) to undertake pilot 
testing and operations research on its two b~llion dollars Nat~onal Health and Population 
Sector Program for the year 1998-2003 Prehmmary works on these pilot testmg and 
operations research actmties have already began from February 1998 

The linkage has provided expertise and designs a~med at providmg leadersh~p, organlzat~on, 
and other outreach servlces through more than 2000 female volunteers m collaborat~on with 
local government agencies, providing fam~ly plannmg and primary health care servlces and 
supplies 

Approximately 2,000 poor women have rece~ved an average of $60 00 per person for 
undertaiung income-generating projects of their own choice w ~ t h  a repayment rate of 
99 9 percent These projects have also become a source of income for the UDLP because 
of the interest Income generated by the cred~t program 



Through the linkage project, increased health care utilization has been reported, along with 
enhanced empowerment of women, and a rise in productivity and income in the project 
area 

The contraceptive prevalence rate increased from 28 percent in 1992 to 52 percent by early 
1998 in the project area The corresponding total fertility decline was from 4 61 to 3 66 

Because of the enhanced research capability of CHRD, donor agencies and government 
agencies such as CIDA, Netherlands Overseas Assistance Program, and Planning Ministry 
of Government of Bangladesh are seelung and getting its technical services, including 
assessment of program impact and evaluation of various development programs in rural 
Bangladesh 

The UDLP prov~ded impetus for a Morgan State-sponsored ch~ld immunization and oral 
rehydration therapy (ORT) project in the inner-cit~es of Balt~more and Norfolk under a 
2-year grant from the Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) of the Department 
of Health and Human Services (DHHS) The project started in October 1996 

Two national seminars -- one in 1994 and another in 1996 -- were organized in Bangladesh 
with the participabon of the representatives from USAID Mission, Government of 
Bangladesh, NGO, and other donor agencies Research findings w ~ t h  policy implications 
from numerous stud~es conducted by the faculty members of Morgan State and JNU were 
presented in the seminars 

Impact of Partnerslup on MIsslon Strateg~c Objectives In-Country. 

The Morgan State and Jahangrnagar Univers~ty partnership has been malung solid 
contributions to the USAIDBangladesh Strategic Objective of increasing the proportion of people 
living above poverty lme, reducing the fertility level, and improving the health status of poor 
women and children These contributions include (1) delineating cost-effective outreach programs 
in health, reproductive health, nutrition, women's empowerment, and food security through 
operations research, (11) assisting the Government of Bangladesh's 5-year Health and Population 
Sector Plan by pilot testing its program strategies, (111) disseminatmg successful lessons learned 
from the UDLP's demonstration projects to elsewhere 1x1 the country, and (iv) developing model 
community-based institutional partnership between governmental organizations and NGOs to serve 
the disadvantaged and the poor 

5 Partnership Investments. 

During the per~od 1991-1996, USAIDNashington, DC contributed $100,000 each year for 
5 years totalling $500,000 Morgan State University matched this $500,000 with an additional 
contr~bution of $400,000 of its own while Jahangirnagar University made an additional 
contribution of $200,000 



Other extended partners from Bangladesh, such as Canadian Internat~onal Development 
AgencyJBangladesh, Asian Development BankBangladesh, Plan International (an NGO), and 
Family Plannmg Services and Training Centre, Bangladesh (an NGO), have contnbuted a total 
of $200,000 These contr~but~ons, together with the monthly mterest incomes from the 
partnersh~p's recoupable cred~t program, have enabled the continuation of its activities beyond rts 
October 31, 1996, the explry date of USAID/Washington's fundings 

More recently, in February 1998 and in October 1998, the partnership received grants of 
45,000 and 1 5 milhon U S dollars, respectively, to contmue its demonstration activities ~n the 
health and population sector of Bangladesh 

6. Number of Indmduals Who Recexved T-g as a Result of Partnerslup Actrvit~es. 

I) Four (4) faculty members from Jahangirnagar University were brought to Morgan State 
campus and given trainmg on advanced data analysis 

11) Two (2) faculty members from Jahangirnagar University and three (3) faculty members 
from Morgan State were sponsored to attend international conferences in U S A 

111) SIX (6) students from Morgan State and ten (10) students from Jahangwnagar 
Un~versity were given prachcal tra~nings on data analysis by the Partnersh~p 

iv) Twenty (20) field staff and 2000 female volunteers at  the rural field project m 
Bangladesh were trained m outreach act~vlties and program managements 

(v) Three (3) faculty members from Morgan State visited Bangladesh numerous t~mes to 
guide and train local staff on project activities 

7 Future D W o n s  of Partnership and Sustamabhty Beyond USAID Support. 

The Partnership has already sustained its activihes for the last 2-years since the expwy of 
USAID support m 1996 Its field demonstration achvit~es ~n health and family plannmg wdl 
contrnue smoothly because of 1 5 million U S dollars from the Government of Bangladesh for the 
period 1998-2003 But lack of any more operations research fund from USAID, desp~te the 
Partnership's outstanding achievements and track records, has narrowed its scope of operations 
research by the faculty experts from Morgan State and Jahangirnagar University This has been 
due to the fact that the new funds from the Government of Bangladesh, which have enabled the 
continuation of the partnership, are largely for demonstration a c t ~ v ~ t ~ e s  ~n health and fam~ly 
plannmg All t h ~ s  has prevented the further potentials for valuable operat~ons research 
contrrbut~ons to USAID/Bangladesh Strategic Object~ves m poverty-allev~ation, food security, and 
sustamable local development m Bangladesh 



8 Pnblicabons Resulhg  from UDLP Partnershp between Morgan State and Jahangvnagar 
Umverslty, Bangladesh. 

A total of 46 journal articles, study reports, and books have resulted from the 
mterd~sclplmary research activltles of the j0lnt research team of Morgan State and Jahanglrnagar 
University under the Partnership These are listed below 

1 "Irrigation and Development", Paper presented m the XXIII International 
Conference of Agr~cultural Economists, Sacramento, Cahfornla, 1997 

11 "Women's Participation 1n Low Cost Poultry Keepmg," Staff Worlung Paper, 
CHRD, Jahangrnagar Unlverslty, Bangladesh, 1997 

111 "The Impact of Interventions of Palhmangal on the Reduction m Maternal and 
Chdd Morbidity and Mortahty and Factors Influencing Them," Staff Worlung 
Paper, CHRD, Jahanglrnagar Unmersity, Bangladesh, 1996 

lv) "Understandmg NGO Operations in Bangladesh Vlews from the Fleld," Staff 
Worlung Paper, 0, Jahangrnagar Unmerslty, Bangladesh, 1995 

v) "Integration, Polarlzatlon and Retreat Some Observahons on SAP, PAP, and NGO 
Exercise 1n Bangladesh," Staff Worlung Paper, CHRD, Jahanglrnagar Unmersity, 
Bangladesh, 1995 

~ 1 )  "NGO-promoted Mlcro-credlt Program and Women's Empowerment m Rural 
Bangladesh Quantitatwe and Qualitatwe Evidence," m Journal of Developzng 
Areas, Vol 32, no 2, 1998 

vn) "NGO-promoted Women's Credit Program and Fam~ly Planning in Rural 
Bangladesh," paper presented 1n 1997 annual meetmg of the Population Assoclahon 
of Amerlca 

vni) "Irngatron and Development Experiences from rural Bangladesh," Staff Worlung 
Paper, CHRD, Jahanglrnagar Unmerslty, Bangladesh, 1996 

m) "Relatlonshlp Between Survlval Status of Flrst Chlld and Subsequent Chdd Death," 
m Journal of Bzosoczal Sczence, Vol 28, 1996 

X) "Factors Influencmg Chdd Mortahty m Bangladesh and Thew Impllcatlons for 
National Health Programme," 1n The Aszan-Paczfic Populatzon Journal, Vol 8, no 3, 
1993 

XI) "The Influence of Community Factors on Infant and Chdd Mortality m Rural 
Bangladesh," m Jahangzrnagar Revzew, Vol 17, 1993 



"Poor Women's Par t~c~pat~on m Income-generatmg Projects and Thew Fertihty 
Regulat~on m Rural Bangladesh Ev~dence from a Recent Survey," 1n World 
Development, Vol 22, no 4, 1994 

"Reproductme Change 1n Bangladesh Ev~dence from Recent Data," 1n Asza-Pacific 
Populatzon Journal, Vol 8, no 3, 1994 

"Recent Evldence on Trends and D~fferent~als m Bangladesh Fert~l~ty," m Journal 
of Bzosonal Science, Vol 27, no 1, 1994 

"Factors Affectmg Deslred Fam~ly Sue m Bangladesh," ~n Journal of Bzosoczal 
Sczence, Vol 27, no 1, 1994 

"Women's Part~clpatlon m Welfare Organuat~on, Pr~mary Health Care Ut~luat~on,  
and Contracept~ve Use m Rural Bangladesh," Annual Meetmg of the Population 
Assoc~at~on of Amer~ca, May 5-7, 1994 

"Impact of Poor Women's Partlapatlon m Cred~t-based Self-employment on Thew 
Empowerment, Fert~hty, and Fertlllty Des~re m Rural Bangladesh," Annual Meetmg 
of the Populat~on Assoc~atlon of Amerlca, May 5-7, 1994 

"Increased Contracept~ve Use m An Impover~shed Soc~ety The Case of 
Bangladesh," Annual Meetmg of the Populahon Assoc~at~on of Amerlca, 1993 

"The Impact of Partmpat~on of Women m Development Projects on Fertll~ty and 
Health Exper~ence from V~llage-based Study," Internatlonal Conference on 
Sustamable Vlllage-based Development, Colorado State Unmersrty, 1994 

"Poor Women's Partwpat~on m Income-generatmg Projects and Thew Fert~llty 
Regulation m Rural Bangladesh Evldence from a Recent Survey," General 
Conference of the Internatlonal Unlon for the Sclent~fic Study of Populat~on 
(IUSSP), 1993 

"Women's Status and Factors Influencmg Thew Reproductwe Health m Rural 
Bangladesh," m Journal of Statzstical Studies, 1994 

"An Evaluat~on of a Deep-Tubewell Irr~gabon Project," m Jahangzmagar Revzew, 
1994 

"Determmants of Infant and Ch~ld Mortahty m Bangladesh," Journal of Statzstical 
Studzes, Vol 13, 1993 

"Increased Contraceptlve Use m an Impover~shed Soc~ety The Case of 
Bangladesh," Annual Meetmg of the Populat~on Assoc~at~on of Amer~ca, 1993 



"Impact of BRAC's Development Program on Fer t~ l~ty  Change ~n Rural 
Bangladesh " Paper presented m the 1995 Annual Meetmg of the Populat~on 
Assoc~at~on of Amer~ca, San Franc~sco, Cahforn~a 

"Fert~hty Level from the 1993, Bangladesh Demographic Health Suwey Is It 
Reahst~c'" Paper presented m the 1995 Annual Meetlng of the Populat~on 
Assoc~abon of Amer~ca, San Franc~sco, Cahforn~a 

"Low Contraceptwe Use m Ch~ttagong, Bangladesh Some Explanat~ons " Paper 
presented m 1995 Annual Meetmg of the Populat~on Assoc~at~on of Amer~ca, San 
Franc~sco, Cal~forn~a 

"Factors Influencmg Immunlzat~on Program m Bangladesh," Jahangzrnagar Revzew, 
Vol 18,1994 

"Effects of Gender Preference on Fert~hty and Contraceptwe Use m Bangladesh," 
Jahangzrnagar Unzverszty Journal of Sczence, Vol 18, 1995 

"Soc~oeconom~c Impact of Deep Tubewell Under D~fferent Management Systems," 
Staff Worlung Paper, Jahanglrnagar Un~vers~ty, Bangladesh, CHRD, 1995 

"A Base-hne Study on Dom~c~hary MCH-FP Sew~ces m Some Selected Areas of 
Kapas~a Thana," Staff Worlung Paper, CHRD, Jahang~rnagar Unmers~ty, 
Bangladesh, 1996 

"An Analys~s of Base-hne Survey of Palhmangal's Intewent~on Area (Kapas~a 
Thana)," Staff Worlung Paper, CHRD, Jahang~rnagar Unmers~ty, Bangladesh, 1996 

"Evaluat~on of Human Resources A Case Study of Kapas~a," Staff Worlung 
Paper, CHRD, Jahang~rnagar Univers~ty, Bangladesh, 1995 

"The Relat~onsh~p Between Women's Educat~on and Its Effects on Health and 
Fe r t~ l~ ty  m Rural Bangladesh," Staff Worlung Paper, CHRD, Jahangrnagar 
Unlvers~ty, Bangladesh, 1995 

"The Impact of Development Intervent~ons on Women and Thew Changmg Role 
A Case Study of Selected Households," Staff Worlung Paper, CHRD, Jahangrnagar 
Unmers~ty, Bangladesh, 1996 

"Impact of Poor Women's Pa r t~c~pa t~on  ~n Cred~t-based Self-employment on Thew 
Empowerment, Fert~hty, Contracept~ve Use, and Fer t~ l~ty  Deswe ~n Rural 
Bangladesh," The P a k ~ t a n  Development Revzew, Vol 34, no 2, 1995 



"Economic and Demographic Impacts of Rural Credit Programs for Women in 
Bangladesh," Staff Worlung Paper, CHRD, Jahangwnagar University, Bangladesh, 
1993 

"Situation of Mother and Child Health A Study on Two Villages in Kapasia 
Thana," Staff Worlung Paper, CHRD, Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh, 1994 

"Women in Development A Study of the Impact of NGO Interventions in Some 
V~llages of Kapasia Thana of Gazipur District," Staff Worlung Paper, CHRD, 
Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh, 1994 

"Spatial Pattern of Fertility and Mentality Variations at Kapasia," Staff Worlung 
Paper, CHRD, Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh, 1994 

"The Study on Changes in Sanitation Habits of Rural Household Members Who 
Have Adopted A Sanitary Latrine," Staff Worlung Paper, CHRD, Jahangirnagar 
University, Bangladesh, 1995 

"Contraceptive Use in Bangladesh--A Study of Trend and Pattern," Staff Worlung 
Paper, CHRD, Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh, 1995 

"Infant and Child Mortality Levels and Trends in Bangladesh," Journal of Btosoctal 
Sctence, Vol 27, 1995 

"The Impact of Poor Women's Participation m Village-based Development Program 
on Fertility, The Journal of Rural Development, Vol 25, no 1, 1995 

"NGO-Promoted Micro-Credit Program and Selective Reproductive and Maternal 
and Chdd Health Services Experience from An Action Research Project in Rural 
Bangladesh," Paper for Presentation in 1999 Annual Meetmg of the Population 
Association of America, New York City, 1999 


