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Introduction 

I. Introduction 

Support for Analysis and Research in Africa (SARA) is pleased to submit this 
report for Project Year 5, which describes SARA's activities in support of the 
USAID Africa Bureau's HHRAA (Health and Human Resources Analysis for 
Africa) Project. The Report is organized as follows: 

The Introduction (Section I) is followed by an Overview (Section II) that 
briefly sketches activities to be presented more thoroughly in later sections, 
highlights from these activities, and future directions. 

Section III deals with the two m.gor areas of cross-cutting activities that touch 
on all the analytic areas of HHRAA/SARA: the expanding collaboration with 
African institutions, and this project year's focus on issues of dissemination and 
advocacy. 

In Section IV, SARA's activities in each analytic area this project year are sum
marized, with future steps outlined for the next project year. The report, in 
Section V, concludes with lessons learned. 
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Overview 

II. Overview 

SARA Goals 

A. Assist HHRAA with the development and implementation of its 
analytic agenda. 

B. 

C. 

Increase the use of research and information through dissemi

nation and advocacy on priority areas of HHRAA concern. 

Develop linkages with Mrican institutions that foster capacity 
building, as well as produce quality research, analysis, and dis
semination. 

D. Implement activities in research, analysis, and dissemination for 
which SARA has a comparative advantage and that complement 
the efforts of other projects and donors. 

E. Develop and promote the use of generic tools/instruments to 
improve the practice of programs in health and human re
sources. 

Progress Toward Attaining Goals 

SARA has maintained a high level of activity this year, making good progress 
towards its goals despite the uncertainties of the two-year project extension
signed the day before the project completion date. 

Staff turnover also has been a challenge, given the retirement of Judy Brace, 
the highly productive and much-appreciated SARA dissemination manager, the 
loss of two excellent short-term consultants who had been with SARA for sev
eral years-May Post (reproductive health and HIV / AIDS) andJean Georges 
Dehasse (Education)-who have taken long-term jobs overseas, and the loss of 
two excellent support staff-Cindy Arciaga and Anne McArthur-who moved on 
to greater job responsibilities with a new AED project. 

Recruitment has been actively undertaken, and we have been lucky in finding 
able replacements that have allowed us to reconstitute the SARA team success
fully. We also will recruit for an additional staff position, approved under the 
extension, with responsibilities for following up, evaluating, and 
documentating SARA and other HHRAA-funded activities. 
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Overview 

A. Assist HHRAA with the development and implementation 
of its analytic agenda 

SARA participated fully in a series of meetings and offered technical assistance 
to the Mrica Bureau Division of Sustainable Development (AFR/SD) as it de
veloped its Strategic Objectives and Results Frameworks for health, family plan
ning, HIV / AIDS, and crisis prevention, mitigation and transitions. 

In addition, SARA drafted an Mrica Bureau strategy document this year on 
nutrition. This was discussed widely with USAID Global Bureau and other 
collegues. 

In the area of HIV / AIDS, SARA organized and facilitated a special Mrica Bu
reau strategic planning workshop with participation from several agencies, in
cluding the Global Bureau, UNAIDS, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), the World Bank, and Family Health International (FHI). 

SARA has played a strong role in developing some new emphases in the 
HHRAA analytic agenda this year, including: 

• Emergency obstetric care (EOC) , on which SARA subcontractors 
Tulane University and Morehouse School of Medicine collaborated to 
organize meetings and produce an issues paper entitled, Preventing Ma

ternal Mortality Through Emergency Obstetric Care, written by Dr. May Post. 

• Quality improvement and community approaches for IMCI/ child sur
vival, which have been the subject of several international meetings in 
which SARA has participated fully, often representing the Mrica Bu
reau. 

• Women's nutrition, on which SARA has produced a widely requested 
issues paper entitled, The Time to Act: Women s Nutrition and Its Conse

quences for Child Survival and Reproductive Health in Africa. 

B. Increase the use of research and information through dis
semination and advocacy on priority areas of IHIRAA 
concern. 

This has been a highly productive year in terms of linkages with Mrican institu
tions, development of advocacy skills transfer activities and strategies, produc
tion and dissemination of printed materials, and some inroads into increasing 
the use of electronic communication mechanisms. Highlights include: 
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Overoiew 

• Developing a new advocacy role by five SARA-supported dissemination 
centers in East and Southern Mrica (ESA) , which have undertaken pro
moting maternal mortality and adolescent reproductive health issues, 
partly based on SARA-funded and other studies done in the region; 

• Assisting Mrican institutions and other technical people in planning 

advocacy strategies on specific issues. Institutions and individuals in

clude CERPOD staff, members of the West Mrica Reproductive Health 

Network, and three Sahelian country teams on adolescent reproductive 

health, ERNWACA teams and their partners on the results of its 
multicenter research findings (planned), family planning managers in 
East and Southern Mrica on male involvement in reproductive health; 

• Developing HHRAA and SARA websites; 

• Using SARA-supported e-mail connectivity by ERNWACA national chap
ters; 

• SARA support for planning by two Mrican institutions (CESAG and 
CAFS) of regional-level advocacy training for trainers and resources 
persons, using the SARA training guide, An Introduction to Advocacy: 

Training Guide; and 

• Producing and broadly disseminating 37 technical documents, as well 
as e-notes and Highlights for the USAID audience, and developing im
proved mailing and tracking systems. 

C. Develop linkages with African institutions that foster ca
pacity building, as well as produce quality research, 
analysis, and dissemination. 

Despite the difficulty of making SARA commitments beyond September 30th, 
given the problem of late authorization of the project's extension, SARA has 
been able to maintain relationships with almost all of its partner institutions in 
Mrica. By virtue of this fruitful ongoing collaboration, SARA has been able to 
playa role in the thinking of some institutions as they develop new directions 
in response to the needs of the region. Some additional partnerships also have 
been established to carry out activities in areas of growing HHRAA/SARA concern. 

Activities with long-standing partners include: 

• Working with CERPOD (Centre d'Etudes en Population et 
Developpement) to facilitate its assistance to countries in their efforts to 
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Overview 

plan and implement dissemination and advocacy activities on adoles

cent reproductive health. A week-long series of events took place in 

Burkina Faso, and analogous efforts are being planned in Mali and 

Senegal. SARA has worked with CERPOD staff to define the role that 

this institution would like to play in monitoring and evaluating HIV / 

AIDS interventions, and to develop a strategy for working with the 
countries in the region on these issues. CERPOD continues to work 
with senior editors in region on key reproductive health issues, with 

assistance from the Population Reference Bureau (PRB). 

• Facilitating establishing and maintaining partnerships between CESAG 
(Centre Mricain d'Etudes Superieures en Administration et Gestion) 

and several U.S. institutions and projects, including the Family Plan

ning Management Development (FPMD) and Rational Pharmaceutical 

Management (RPM) projects run by Management Sciences for Health 
(MSH), the Partnerships for Health Reform (PHR) project run by Abt 

Associates, and the REDSO/West multiagency Family Health and AIDS 
(FHA) project, with a view to curriculum development, training, and 

research in health systems areas. SARA is giving some direct assistance 

to CESAG in developing its information dissemination/networking 
function, and its proposal for hosting the WHO-initiated Health Sys
tems Research project for Francophone Mrica. SARA is working closely 
with CESAG as it prepares to organize a first regional short course on 
advocacy, using SARA training materials, in early 1998. 

• Providing technical support to eight ERNWACA (Education Research 
Network for West and Central Mrica) country teams as they finalized 

the analysis and documentation of the three transnational research 
projects: Access and Retention in Primary Schools (The Gambia and Cote 

d'Ivoire), The Effects of Community Participation on the Quality of Teaching 
(Guinea, Togo, and Senegal), and The Effects of Community Participation 
on Acccess and Quality of Education (Ghana, Cameroon, and Mali). Find
ings from these multicenter studies were prepared for presentation at 
the ADEA general meeting in Dakar in October 1997. SARA and the 
regional ERNW ACA coordinator are planning to synthesize the re
search and to work with local chapters in developing advocacy strategies 
for using the findings. 

• Working closely with SANA to give technical support to our partner 
institutions engaged in improving nutrition programs by making train
ing and research more program oriented. SARA/SANA partners are 
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ORANA-the Nutrition Research Institute for West Africa-joint activi
ties with the BASICS West Africa team, NAPm (the Network of African 
Public Health Institutions), SOMANET (the Social Science and Medi
cine Africa Network), NUTRINET (the Nutrition Network of Training 
Institutions in Anglophone Africa, with the UNICEF Regional East and 

Southern Mrica Office), and the University of Western Cape. 

• Supporting dissemination centers in seven East and Southern Mrica 
(ESA) region countries to carry out focussed information outreach ac

tivities in the areas of reproductive health and nutrition, and thus de
velop an outward-looking advocacy orientation. This effort was 
initiated under the aegis of the Commonwealth Regional Health Com
munity Secretariat for East, Central and Southern Africa (CRHCS/ 
ECSA), with which the centers maintain contact. With a small amount 
of funding from SARA, the centers have formed task forces that have 
organized symposia to discuss research results and undertake other 
dissemination and advocacy activities, such as launching a theater piece 
on post-abortion care in Zimbabwe. 

New partnerships this year have included: 

• Working with CEFOREP (Centre de Formation et Recherche en Sante 
de la Reproduction) in Dakar to develop a regional study of promising 
practices to reduce maternal mortality through improved access to and 
quality of emergency obstetric care. CEFOREP will coordinate the 
study, andjoin with other agencies and projects in West Africa to un
dertake advocacy and other follow-on activities. 

• Organizing jointly with CAFS (Center for African Family Studies) a re
gional training course on advocacy for Anglophone Africa. SARA con
ducted an advocacy training course for all CAFS personnel, and is 
working through with them the steps involved in responding to the 
demand for such training in Anglophone Africa. 

D. Implement activities in research, analysis, and dissemina
tion for which SARA has a comparative advantage and 
that complement the efforts of other projects and donors. 

Child Survival 

• Collaborating with WHO/AFRO, BASICS, and UNICEF to support ac
celerating Integrated Management of Childhood Illness (IMCI) imple
mentation in Africa. 
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Overview 

• Facilitating support to AVSC (Access to Voluntary and Safe Contracep
tion) in adapting the COPE (client-oriented provider-efficient) method

ology for self-assessment and team problem solving to the child health 
context. 

• Participating in deliberations on appropriate community and other 
behavior change and communications (BCC) approaches to IMCI. 

• Collaborating with BASICS and the FHA projects in facilitating strategic 
planning with six Mrican institutions involved in regional training for 
BCC/IEC in Francophone Mrica. 

Nutrition 

• Completing, translating, and widely disseminating The Time to Act: 

Women:S Nutrition and Its Consequences for Child Survival and Reproductive 

Health and, with LINKAGES, the brochure Facts for Feeding: Guidelines for 

Appropriate Complementary Feeding of Breastjed Children 6-24 Months of Age. 

• Supporting the BASICS project in backstopping its nutrition activities 
in West Mrica, as well as participating in the BASICS Nutrition Working 
Group. 

• Assisting consensus-building among USAID projects, identifying priori
ties, and drafting a nutrition strategy-Improving nutrition through mater

nal and child health programs: The Africa Bureau Strategy. 

• Supporting several Mrican institutions in developing training courses 
based on Designing by Dialogue: A Program Planners' Guide to Consultative 

Research for Improving Young Child Feeding, and taking steps to improve 
nutrition training and networking, with SANA assistance. 

Population, Reproductive Health, and Maternal Mortality 

• Supporting CERPOD in finalizing the innovative presentation of the 
findings of the SARA-funded study on adolescent reproductive health
Youth in Danger (Les Jeunes en Danger)-and assisting countries to design 
and implement advocacy activities to increase the attention paid to the 
key issues identified in four Sahelian countries. 

• Successfully advocating the issue of male involvement in reproductive 
health, resulting in the development of a multicenter study on this issue 
by the Reproductive Health Research Network for West Mrica, and in 
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increased donor consensus and support for conferences on the issue in 
both Anglophone (1997) and Francophone Africa (1998). 

• Support to CERPOD in working with senior print and radio editors, 
which has resulted in multiple print and broadcast stories that present 

regional research findings, as well as illustrations of program implica

tions using local examples. Improvements can be seen in both the me

dia content and the investigative process. 

• Successful advocacy on the issue of maternal mortality, which is now 
included in the AFR/SD strategy. HHRAA funds have been allocated 
for research and analysis activities. SARA has developed a new partner
ship with CEFOREP in Dakar to carry out a regional study of ap
proaches to improving emergency obstetric care in Francophone West 
Africa. This study will be carried out jointly with SAGO. 

mv / AIDS, STIs, TB, and Other Epidemics 

• SARA staff drafted an issues paper and facilitated a series of consulta
tions between AFR/SD and its partners within and outside USAID on 
priorities for addressing HIV / AIDS in Africa. A consensus has emerged 
on strategic directions for prevention and mitigation efforts over the 
next 2-5 years. 

• SARA successfully catalyzed SOMANET and CERPOD involvement in 
planning initiatives for research, evaluation, dissemination, and advo
cacy activities, especially in the area of behavior change inteventions for 
HIV prevention. 

• SARA organized and supported structured discussions in Africa on key 
issues in HIV / AIDS prevention and mitigation, including civil-military 
cooperation, vertical transmission, and AIDS in the workplace. 

• SARA fully participated in multiagency efforts to identify and address 
issues affecting epidemic preparedness and response in Africa. 

Education 

• ERNWACA National Chapters finalized, with SARA technical assistance, 
nine case studies on the three priority transnational research themes 

identified by the Network in 1993. This was important for the credibil

ity of the Network. 
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Overview 

• SARA stimulated interest expressed by several ERNWACA national 
chapters in taking their research findings to the advocacy stage, thus 

creating an opportunity for capacity building, which may result in a 

departure in researchers' perceptions of their role. 

Cross-cutting issues 

• SARA documented SARA the evidence that nonformal education for 
girls and women leads to increased community participation and em

powerment and thus, probably (though not demonstrated with statisti

cal significance) to improved health and family planning choices. 

• SARA supported CESAG in implementing its curriculum development 
and research activities in areas of health management and economics. 
SARA networking has assisted the institution to position itself as the 

coordinator for Health Systems Research in Francophone Africa. 

E. Develop and pr01rwte the use of generic tools/instruments 
to improve the practice of programs in health and human 
resources. 

• The short manual Making a Difference to Policies and Programs: A Guide for 
Researchers was finalized this year and published jointly with the Health 
Systems Research Project (HSR) and Essential National Health Re

search (ENHR) / Africa. Distribution is underway and plans are being 
developed with several partner institutions to include the manual in 
training settings at all levels. 

• Designing by Dialogue: A Program Planners' Guide to Consultative Research for 
Improving Young Child Feeding, the qualitative research manual for im

proving BCC approaches and materials for nutrition, was finalized and 
translated into French this year. Several projects and institutions have 
requested the manual. It has been adapted for regional training 
courses in both Anglophone and Francophone Africa. ORANA hosted 
the Francophone course this year, with technical leadership from BA
SICS and SANA. Teams from four countries and individuals from a 
further five countries were trained. Follow-up research is being carried 
out in Morocco and Mali-the latter for IMCI. Benin is planning to 
replicate the training in-country for PVOs and others, and Niger plans 
to use the methodology to improve district-level nutrition interventions. 
The Anglophone training is being prepared by SOMANET, with SANA 
assistance, and will take place in early 1998. 
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• An Introduction to Advocacy: Training Guide was completed and published 
this year. Demand for it has continued to grow as requests come in 
from other donors, projects, and institutions in Mrica. Over 600 copies 
in English and 100 in French have been distributed to date and many 
requests for training have been received. The SARA strategy of institu

tionalizing a short training course based on this material is being 

operationalized. CESAG and CAFS are preparing courses for 

Francophone and Anglophone Mrica respectively. SARA ran a course 

for CERPOD staff this year, since CERPOD was eager to help countries 
undertake advocacy based on the findings of the regional research on 
adolescent reproductive health. Plans are being developed to run 
courses soon for other partner institutions that wish to undertake advo
cacy based on their research findings. Most training in the future, how
ever, should be carried out by CESAG and CAFS, or by trainers who 
have participated in their courses. 

• The manual developed by CERPOD to improve the utilization of infor
mation at periphery level-Indicateurs de base des services de sante 

primaire---4s still under revision. It required considerable simplification 
before its first testing in Mali, which will now take place in 1998. 

10 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Activities Affecting All HHRAA/SARA Analytic Areas 

ITI. Activities Affecting All HHRAA/SARA Analytic Areas 

A. Collaborating with African Institutions and Networks 

CAFS - Centre for Mriean Family Studies 

CAFS is a new SARA partner. Recently reorganized under its new director, 
Pape Syr Diagne, CAFS is based in Nairobi, with a small staff in Lome, Togo. 
Traditionally a training organization with some research capabilities, CAFS is 
moving toward a market orientation and plans to offer research, training, and 

lEC services fo~ reproductive health, with a particular focus on youth, women, 
and gender issues. CAFS stands poised to maximize links with other organiza
tions and is intent on becoming a sustainable African regional institution spe

cializing in reproductive health. 

The management has merged the training and research components into a 
technical department composed of teams of trainers and researchers and has 
restructured management functions to improve efficiency and effectiveness. 
They intend to operate at three levels: regional, country, and institutional. 

Advocacy Training for Anglophone Africa 

CAFS is collaborating with several cooperating agencies in a series of techno
logical skills transfers to better equip its staff to fulfill its institutional vision. 
Given the perceived demand for advocacy training in Africa, the institution 
welcomed the opportunity to work with SARA to develop a capacity in advocacy 
training and technical support. SARA is thus working with CAFS to strengthen 
their capabilities as advocacy trainers, as well as assisting them in organizing 
and conducting a regional workshop to train advocacy resource persons for 
Anglophone Africa. 

A strategy to accomplish this was worked out jointly and includes: 

• An initial skills transfer course on advocacy involving all CAFS staff, 
which was carried out in May 1997, 

• Ongoing activities to strengthen the training capacity of CAFS staff, 

• Working jointly on developing and marketing a one-week course based 
on the SARA advocacy training guide, 

• Developing an plan for evaluation and follow up, and 
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Collaboration with African Institutions 

• Developing and disseminating a roster of advocacy resource persons 
trained by CAFS. 

Assistance with Dissemination of CAFS research 

In response to a request by REDSO/ESA, SARA has assisted CAFS in clearly 

presenting their research on post-abortion care for an audience of program 

staff. 

CEFOREP - Center for Training and Research in Reproductive Health 
(West Mrica) 

CEFOREP is a Senegalese-registered NGO with regional aspirations. The NGO 
was created initially to take over some of the clinical training that was being 
carried out in several West African countries by the University of Dakar Depart
ment of Obstetrics and Gynecology. CEFOREP would like to develop a much 
broader role in promoting reproductive health through training and research 
in the region. The Center is already collaborating withJHPIEGO on clinical 
training in several countries, and with the Population Council on research is
sues. Mr. Cheikh Mbengue is the coordinator/director ofCEFOREP. The 
president of the Center's Board is Professor Fadel Diadhiou. SARA had been 
following the process of CEFOREP's creation for some time, and entered into 
discussions on possible collaboration soon after a full-time coordinator was 
selected in late 1996. 

Research on Better Practices for Emergency Obstetric Care (EOC) 

SARA has developed a joint proposal with CEFOREP to carry out case studies 
of promising practices in EOC in Francophone countries. The principal inves
tigators of this study are Prof. Nasah of SAGO, Dr. Koumare of the Medical 
School of Mali, plus a midwife and sociologist to be selected by CEFOREP. 
CEFOREP will coordinate the study and continue after implementation to de
velop advocacy efforts jointly with other CAs, projects, and African institutions 
concerned with maternal mortality in the region. 

Discussions on Strategic Planning 

Some discussions have been held with CEFOREP on possible SARA assistance 
in 1998 to facilitate some strategic planning with the different stakeholders of 
the Center-CEFOREP Board and staff, country program managers and re
searchers, potential donors, sister projects, etc. This would help clarifY the role 
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Collaboration with African Institutions 

that CEFOREP might play in the region, given current needs and gaps in re
sponse to them. 

CERPOD - Centre d'Etudes et de Recherche sur Ia Population pour Ie 
Developpement 

Despite considerable staff turnover this year, CERPOD continues to do high 
quality work on key issues for population and reproductive health in the Sahel. 
They have made progress in their new role in taking research findings and in
tegrating them into advocacy efforts through local groups in several countries. 
The CERPOD director is also sensitized to the importance of HIV / AIDS in the 
region, and is eager to that the institution should playa role in improving the 
monitoring and evaluation of programs in the region. 

Adolescent Reproductive Health 

CERPOD staff and SARA/ Mrica Consultants International (ACI) consultant, 
Gary Engelberg, assisted a multiorganization and multidisciplinary team in 
Burkina Faso to plan and implement a week-long effort in Bobo-Dioulasso to 

conduct dissemination and advocacy on adolescent reproductive health, based 

on the results of the SARA-funded adolescent study. Some members of the 
Burkina team had participated in the advocacy training workshop that SARA 
organized for CERPOD staff and Reproductive Health Research network mem
bers in 1996. The week was quite varied in tone and participation and was suc
cessful, according to CERPOD staff views. CERPOD will organize follow-up 
within a year of the events to gauge what effect was achieved in terms of gener
ating further activities and, perhaps, actual changes in Burkina's policies and 
programs. CERPOD is in touch with the Mali, Niger, and Senegal groups and 
will assist them when they are ready to act. Planning for advocacy activities in 
Mali is scheduled for October 1997. A proposal from Senegal is under consid
eration, and CERPOD is trying to assist Niger to obtain funding from other 
sources, since CERPOD/ USAID funds cannot be spent there currently. 

The adolescent reproductive health activity at CERPOD has had a significant 
influence on CERPOD itself, generating confidence in researchers that they 
can obtain good results by going further with their research than was previ
ously the norm. The publication Les Jeunes en Danger, with its lively and non
academic format, has been extremely popular and useful for ensuring 
dissemination of research findings. In addition, the process of working with 
country teams on advocacy activities is seen as a useful way for researchers to 
engage decision makers effectively, as well as a wider audience. 

13 



Collaboration with African Institutions 

Reference Manual for Improved Utilization of Information at 
Periphery Level 

Personnel changes at CERPOD have hampered the progress on this activity. 
However, a consensus was reached late in the year on how to proceed to 
shorten and simplify the manual initially drafted, in order to produce some

thing that will be attractive to periphery-level workers. Fara Mbodj, acting chief 

of the CERPOD Operations Division, has take over this activity, and identified a 
consultant with extensive field experience in MIS (management information 
systems) training this level of worker. 

Networking of Senior Press and Radio Editors 

The momentum of this activity was maintained this year, with SARA/Popula
tion Reference Bureau (PRB) , SARA/ ACI, and PRB with separate funding as
sisting CERPOD in organizing a second workshop on HIV / AIDS. The 
experience of linking the senior editors with reproductive health program staff 
has been an important part of this activity. The publications and broadcasts 
that have resulted from it have been, on the whole, of good quality and show 
increased use of evidence-based information. 

CERPOD's role in Improving the Monitoring and Evaluation of 
HWj AIDS Programs in the Region 

In 1995-1996, CERPOD carried out a review of the data collected by HIV / AIDS 
programs in the region. Since the information made available was quite frag
mented and often not comparable across countries, CERPOD started to con
sider its role in improving this situation. The work that CERPOD had 
accomplished on adolescent reproductive health had sensitized the staff to the 
HIV / AIDS issue. CERPOD staff discussed this issue with the SARA director, 
Suzanne Prysor:Jones, and a strategy was outlined to enable CERPOD to: 

• Learn more about HIV / AIDS programs in the region, particularly their 
approaches to behavior change and communications (BCC) , 

• Learn more about the methodologies that have been used in other 
places to monitor and evaluate BCC efforts in the HIV / AIDS field, 

• Enter into a dialogue with national AIDS programs, NGOs, and others 
on their perceived needs and difficulties in the area of data collection 
for HIV / AIDS, 
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Collaboration -with African Institutions 

• Plan a series of activities to respond to the needs of country programs, 
in collaboration with the AIDS Research Network for West Mrica, and 

other regional institutions or projects. 

A small steering committee was formed with CERPOD staff, the then head of 
the AIDS Research Network, a representative of a national AIDS program, and 
Gary Engelberg of SARA/ ACI. The group met in Burkina Faso where more 
detailed planning was started. Unfortunately, changes in personnel in 
CERPOD and the AIDS Research Network have forced a slow-down. CERPOD 

is currently recruiting an epidemiologist and a demographer, both of whom 
should be able to playa role in developing CERPOD's capacities in this field. 
Once these persons are on board in early 1998, SARA will assist CERPOD he 
light of the new situation. 

CESAG - Centre d'Etudes Superieures en Administration et Gestion 

CESAG's new director, Mr. Lansina Bakary, is reinforcing CESAG's new direc

tions and efforts to provide leadership in health management in the region. 
SARA has continued to playa facilitating role in supporting CESAG to obtain 

the technical and other resources that it requires to: 

• Restructure and its health management masters program, with HHRAA
funded assistance from FPMD and BASICS, 

• Develop its health economics masters program, with help from the 
French Cooperation and some HHRAA-funded assistance from the 
PHR Project, 

• Draft ajoint proposal with WHO/AFRO to develop and coordinate a 
Health Systems Research (HSR) program for Francophone Mrica, 

• Draft a proposal to develop and integrate UNFPA-funded activities into 
CESAG to improve management for reproductive health in the region, 
and 

• Carry out joint research projects, e.g., on hospital management systems, 
with the PHR Project. 

SARA and PHR co-sponsored a visit by Laurence Codjia, head of the Health 
Management unit at CESAG, to Washington in August. This enabled Ms. 
Codjia to hold discussions with USAID staff as well as with researchers at PHR. 
She also made a trip to New York to consult with UNFPA and the Rockefeller 
Foundation . 
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CESAG has requested specific SARA assistance to develop the communications 
part of its curriculum, to draft the proposals on HSR and reproductive health, 
and to clarify its role in information dissemination and networking in the re
gion. SARA has identified Dr. Narcisse Demedeiros and Gail Kostinko to assist 
CESAG in these activities, starting in the last trimester of 1997. 

CESAG has been eager to organize, with SARA support, a short course on ad

vocacy, based on the SARA training materials. Dr. Demedeiros will playa key 

role in this, along with Laurence Codjia and SARA/ ACI consultants Lillian 
Baer and Barky Diallo. The first course is scheduled for February 1998. SARA 
designed and printed the publicity brochures for the course. CESAG is mailing 
the brochures to over 1000 agencies and individuals. 

ERNWACA - Education Research Network of West and Central Africa 

Management Issues 

SARA co-sponsored an evaluation ofERNWACA this year, leading to recom
mendations for its development and strengthening. ERNWACA now has a new 
full-time coordinator, Mr. CherifBane, who is taking over the internal 
ERNWACA process of strategic planning. SARA supported a workshop this year 
for ERNWACA chapters, which focused on developing national chapters and 
the ways they might broaden their base, take more initiative, and contribute to 
policy dialogue in their respective countries. 

Research Issues 

SARA has given technical assistance to nine country chapters in finalizing their 
multicenter research on the three transnational themes of Access and Retention 
in Primary Schools (The Gambia and Cote d'Ivoire), The Effects of Community Par
ticipation on the Quality of Teaching (Guinee, Togo, and Senegal), and The Effects 
of Community Participation on Acccess and Quality of Education (Ghana, Cameroon, 
and Mali). 

Mter much discussion, ERNWACA has decided to run a small grants program 
in the future, rather than concentrating on large multi-center studies. SARA 
has put ERNWACA in touch with the Union of Mrican Population Studies 
(UAPS) , which runs a successful program of this nature, coordinated in Dakar 
by Mr. Ibrahima Lamine Diop. SARA has offered to help ERNWACA structure 
a program of this nature, possibly using the services of UAPS. 
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Collaboration with African Institutions 

Dissemination and Advocacy 

The SARA-funded synthesis of ERNW ACA reviews of the state of educational 
research in West and Central Mrica, written by Richard Maclure, was printed 

and distributed this year in English and French. This book, Overlooked and Un

dervalued: A Systhesis of ERNWACA Reviews on the State of Educational Research in 

West and Central Africa, has been widely distributed and quite well-received. 

Following discussions with SARA, the ERNWACA coordinator asked National 
Chapters to express interest in organizing advocacy workshops to plan strate
gies to ensure the use of the research findings from the research they have un
dertaken. One workshop is planned for each of the three themes, to be held in 
the countries that put together the best proposal for making use of this oppor
tunity. Representatives from the other countries involved in the multicenter 
studies will be invited to participate, so that they may replicate the planning 
process in their own countries. 

FAWE - Forum for African Women Educationalists 

SARA had some exploratory discussions this year with the FAWE secretariat in 

Nairobi. FAWE is dedicated to girls' education and works in 27 countries, of 
which 22 have national chapters, composed of university women, opinion lead
ers, and strategic partners. Forty-nine women education ministers, vice chancel
lors, or senior policy makers in various Ministries of Education are members. 
National chapters advocate for policies that support girls' education, review 
education policies, monitor and evaluate demonstration grants, and seek 
funds. Areas of FA WE-SARA collaboration, particularly on advocacy and dis
semination, are being explored. 

HSR - Health Systems Research Project 

Updating the HSR Training Modules 

The SARA-funded report, A Regional Assessment of Health Systems Research Train
ing in East and Southern Africa, was featured in a special issue oftheJoint WHO/ 
HSR Project Newsletter this year. However, the workshop planned by HSR to 
revise some of its research teaching modules was not held this year as planned, 
due to shifting HSR priorities. Some of the modules have been revised, and 
HSR proposes to include the publication, Making a Difference to Policies and Pro

grams: A Guide for Researchers, in its teaching materials, since the utilization of 
research findings had been identified as a theme that needed to be strength
ened in the existing materials. 
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Co-publishing of "Making a Difference to Policies and Programs: a 
Guide for Researchers" 

This document was co-published by SARA with HSR and Essential National 
Health Research (ENHR) Mrica Secretariat. Follow-up with HSR is underway 
to determine the best way to disseminate the Guide. HSR has suggested using 

the Guide in training settings where HSR research training modules are used. 

The Development of HSR for Francophone Africa 

SARA has been following closely the WHO/AFRO process that resulted in the 
decision to seat the Francophone HSR effort in CESAG. SARA Consultant, Dr. 
Narcisse Demedeiros, is assisting CESAGwith developing ajoint WHO-CESAG 
proposal for funding this endeavor. 

NAPHI - Network of Mrican Public Health Institutions 

Collaboration with NAPHI has continued this year, despite some difficulties, due 
to the network not yet having a fully functioning secretariat. SARA/SANA staff 
worked with NAPHI, which hosted a SANA-funded workshop, largely organized 
by the Institute of Public Health with assistance from the Child Health Unit, 
both of Makerere University, to identify pre-service training needs through an 
analysis of nutrition program constraints. 

Discussions were held with NAPHI secretary general, Dr. Machaba, of the Uni
versity of Zimbabwe, about collaborating on a proposal to assess gaps and pro
pose recommendations for improving African public health school training 
curricula in the areas ofHIV / AIDS prevention and mitigation, and preventing 
and managing epidemics. 

NARESA - Network for AIDS Research in East and Southern Mrica 

The SARA and LINKAGES Projects are joining with NARESA to organize a pre
conference workshop on breastfeeding and vertical transmission of HIV / AIDS, 
to be held in conjunction with the HIV / AIDS in Africa Conference in Abidjan 

in late 1997. 

ORANA - West Mrica Nutrition Research Institute 

Several activities have taken place this year under the aegis of ORANA as the 
regional nutrition research institute for West Africa, even though ORANA still 
has no technical staff, apart from its director. There is some indication that two 
technical posts will be opened at ORANA in 1998. 
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Collaboration 'With African Institutions 

In the meantime, SARA, SANA, and BASICS have formed a core team in Dakar 

with the ORANA director. Regular support is given by SARA staff, Ellen Piwoz 
and Suzanne Prysor:Jones. The field team is composed of: 

• The ORANA director, Makhtar Mbaye, a physician with a public health 
degree, who provides the institutional framework and guidance for all 
activities, 

• BASICS regional nutrition advisor, Serigne Diene, a Ph.D. nutritionist 
with a public health degree, who provides technical leadership to the 
activities undertaken, 

• SANA regional advisor, Lamine Thiam, a nutritionist with a public 
health degree, who shares technical and implementation responsibili
ties with Dr. Diene, and 

• SARA/SANA consultant, Maty Ndiaye, a specialist in organizational 
development, who is playing a key role in helping the team to function 
effectively, preparing and facilitating meetings to ensure that objectives 
are met, and taking the lead in curriculum development activities. 

This has been a productive year for this team, which has successfully carried 
out activities in the following areas: 

Development of a Network of Nutrition "Focal Points" in 
Nine Countries 

Each member state of the OCCGE (Organisation de la Cooperation et la Coor
dination des Grandes Endemies), of which ORANA is a part, was requested by 
ORANA to nominate a focal person with whom ORANA can maintain regular 
contact, who can contribute the country perspective to ORANA planning, and 
who will assist in implementing ORANA regional activities. BASICS, SANA, and 

SARA support the organization of a yearly meeting of these focal points. In 
December 1996, the focal point meeting agenda included a full review of the 
ORANA workplan, and of the specific activities co-funded by the three USAID 
projects. 

During the year, the focal points have been involved in ORANA activities, par
ticularly in selecting participants for the qualitative methods for nutrition re
gional training course and its follow-up. Some focal points have been 
particularly active in facilitating BASICS country activities. 
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Regional Training on Qualitative Research Methods to Improve 
Nutrition Behavior Change Interventions (Francophone Africa) 

The BASICS/SANA/SARA-supported field team carried out a major curricu
lum development activity in adapting Designing by Dialogue for a training set
ting. Although the course was billed as a support to the IMCI initiative, which 

requires identifying nutrition education messages, the skills transferred can be 

used to develop behavior change approaches and messages in general. In fact, 

demand for ORANA assistance to carry out follow-up research has been re
ceived so far from Morocco, Mali, Niger, and Benin, and in only one of these 
cases (Mali) is IMCI the activity that stimulated the demand for improving nu
trition education. So far, follow-up assistance is being given by Serigne Diene 
and Lamine Thiam, who are hoping to identify others in the region who can 
work as consultants in this area. 

Regional Training on Advocac:ry, Including the Use of PROFILES 

ORANA focal points endorsed the need for advocacy training, which should 
take place in early 1998. Parts of the SARA training guide Introduction to Advo

cacy will be used along with materials developed to assist some mastery of the 
PROFILES nutrition advocacy computer program presentation. PROFILES has 
already shown its utility in generating a process of discussing nutrition issues at 
high levels in Senegal and Mali. The ORANA course will draw on these ex

amples. 

Identifying and Disseminating Better Practices in Community 
Nutrition Programs 

A review of existing programs and a regional meeting to discuss alternative 
approaches is planned for the coming year. The World Bank is supporting this 
activity, which is, again, being carried out by the BASICS/SANA/SARA team 
under the aegis of ORANA. 

RHN - Reproductive Health Research Network for West Africa 

SARA has been working with the RHN for the past two years to strengthen its 
capacity through better organization and planning. The results are promising. 
The RHN has elected an energetic new president, Professor Rene Perrin from 
Benin, who has committed himself to reorganizing and restructuring all ten 
RHN local chapters. He has visited seven of them so far, with minimal external 
funding. He also has made contact with CERPOD with whom he intends to 
pursue a close and active collaboration on reproductive health issues. 
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Collaboration with African Institutions 

Dr. Perrin traveled to the U.S. and visited SARA to present RHN's workplan for 
the next three years. He made a concrete proposal to conduct a review of re
productive health research and publications in the ten RHN member coun
tries. SARA recommended covering fewer countries in more depth, adding 
information collection to the strategies and policies that have been defined 
and implemented since the 1995 Cairo Conference. This could be a major in
put for the next conference, scheduled for early 1999. 

The RHN has put male involvement on its list of priorities and is planning a 
multicountry study on the subject. Advocacy in reproductive health is a maJor 
focus of the RHN, following the training SARA offered to its members in col
laboration with CERPOD in October 1996. 

SAGO - Society for African Gynecologists and Obstetricians 

SARA is working with SAGO in disseminating reproductive health research 
results in West and Central Mrica. SARA sponsored participants to the SAGO 
fourth Congress held in Abidjan, December 9 -13, 1996. Lalla Toure pre
sented and disseminated, in collaboration with CERPOD and]HPIEGO, the 

results of the CRHCS/ECSA study on the consequences and prevention of un
safe abortion, and the CERPOD study on adolescents in the Sahel. The presen
tations and subsequent lively discussions led to recommendations for follow up 
activities. 

In April 1997, SARA organized a day-long meeting with SAGO members and 
other reproductive health experts on emergency obstetric care, including post
abortion care. This provided input into the proposed regional study of best 
practices to reduce maternal mortality through emergency obstetric care, 
which will be funded by SARA and conducted by CEFOREP in collaboration 
with SAGO. The study should lead to developing and endorsing a regional 
strategy to address EOC in West and Central Mrica. The results and recom
mendations of the study should be disseminated at the SAGO fifth Congress 
planned in Dakar, Senegal, in December 1998, in which the main topic will be 
"Maternal Mortality: where we are after ten years of safe motherhood." 

SARA is working with SAGO to build its capacity in translating research results 
into action. Professor Boniface Nasah, the newly elected SAGO president, is 
taking a more proactive approach in ensuring that SAGO studies are translated 
into action. A concept paper has been submitted to SARA and the Family 
Health and AIDS (FHA) Project for assistance in achieving these goals. 
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SOMANET - Social Science and Medicine Mrica Network 

Regional Training on Qualitative Research Methods to Improve Nu
trition Behavior Change Interventions (Anglophone Africa) 

SARA and SANA staff have worked closely with SOMANET this year to develop 

a regional couse on qualitative research methods for Anglophone Mrica. SANA 

regional advisor, Debbie Gachuhi and Ellen Piwoz contributed extensively to 

SOMANET's initiative to develop a curriculum based on Designing by Dialogue. 
The course should take place in early 1998. 

Monitoring and Evaluation of HW / AIDS Prevention Interventions 

Sambe Duale held initial discussions with SOMANET chairperson Dr. Godfrey 
Woelkk, based in Harare, on possible future collaboration to develop capacity 
in Anglophone Mrica to carry out improved monitoring and evaluation of 
HIV / AIDS prevention programs. 

University of Western Cape 

SARA advisor Ellen Piwoz has given technical support this year to the SANA
funded activity at the University of Western Cape to develop a community nu
trition short-course that can be available to several institutions in the ESA 
region. 

West African Institutions Organizing Regional Behavior Change and 
Communications (BCC) Training 

SARA gave technical support to BASICS and the Family Health and AIDS 
(FHA) regional project this year in strategic planning with nine institutions in 
West Mrica that playa regional role in training for Behavior Change and Com
munications (BCC). The institutions involved were: 

• Centre d'Enseignement et de Recherche en Communication 
(CERCOM), Cote d'Ivoire 

• Centre de Formation en Sante Publique, Togo 

• Institut Regional de Sante Publique (IRSP), Benin 

• Centre d'Etudes des Science et Techniques de l'Information (CESTI) 
at the University of Dakar, Senegal 
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Collaboration with African Institutions 

• Ecole Superieure de Sciences et Techniques de l'Information et de la 
Communications (ESSTIC) at the University of Yaounde, Cameroon 

• Centre d'Etudes Superieures en Administration et Gestion (CESAG), 
Senegal 

• Centre d'Etudes de la Famille Africaine (CEFA/CAFS), Togo 

• Programme Regional de Formation en IEC pour L'Afrique 
Francophone, UNFPA, Cote d'Ivoire 

• Institut Superieur de Sciences de l'Information et de la Communica
tion (ISSIC), Senegal 

Suzanne Prysor:Jones, who facilitated the strategic planning sessions with Maty 
Ndiaye, also helped define follow-up activities with BASICS regional IEC advi
sor, Yaya Drabo. 
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Dissemination and Advocacy 

B. Dissemination and Advocacy Activities 

Introduction 

Dissemination and advocacy activities have continued apace during SARA's 
fifth year with the creation and monitoring of a wide variety of activities, as well 

as the development and publication of a record number of products. As the 

project extension from 1997-1999 was uncertain, SARA structured this year as a 

time to solidify and strengthen some of the dissemination and advocacy strate
gies that were started or envisioned in previous years. 

At the same time, during PY5 a number of staffing changes occurred on the 
dissemination team, first with the retirement of Judy Brace, SARA's dissemina
tion manager, and then with the departure of the production coordinator, 
Cindy Arciaga. The new production coordinator, Mary Bush, has brought a 
fresh perspective and new ideas to the publications team. SARA's acting dis
semination manager, Renuka Bery, has taken the occasion of these changes to 
solidify the dissemination team, further develop systems, and strengthen dis
semination strategies and outputs. Of particular assistance have been the rec
ommendations made by consultant Kathy Attawell, who this year assessed 
SARA's dissemination and advocacy activities. Efforts are being made to incor
porate these recommendations into the dissemination team's strategy as the 
project moves into its two-year completion phase. Highlights of Ms. Attawell's 
observations and recommendations are: 

• SARA has an efficient in-house production process that includes pro
duction, revision, translation, and targeted distribution of documents. 

• A range of innovative approaches and tools have been used to support 
improved research dissemination and utilization of research findings 
for policy change. 

• Consider developing a matrix to match goals with activities and priori
tize them. 

• Strengthen the advocacy strategy by exploring different activities and 
mechanisms. 

• Explore further the future role of the dissemination centers. 

• Create more advocacy-oriented material and use existing channels for 
information dissemination. 
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Dissemination and Advocacy 

• Develop methods to assess dissemination and advocacy activities, includ
ing tracking key documents and following up on conferences and 
workshops. 

• Examine SARA's future role in supporting electronic connectivity in 
Africa. 

1. Support to HHRAA sub-sector activity managers 

During this project year, much time was focused on developing the strategic 
plan for AFRjSD. A learning experience for all involved, the process engaged 
the full attention of the HHRAA staff for a long period in which SARA staff 

assisted HHRAA by facilitating sub-sector meetings and contributing signifi
cantly to the process of developing the strategic objectives. 

In addition, SARA dissemination staff and technical advisors continued to meet 
with sub-sector activity managers to discuss the various products being devel
oped and to assist them in developing dissemination strategies to help achieve 
policy changes consistent with HHRAA's goals and strategic objectives. In par
ticular, the dissemination staff have contributed to thinking through and 
implementing S04, Adoption of Affordable and More Effective Mechanisms for Pro

ducing, Sharing, and Using Development Information. 

SARA has continued to assist AFRjSD communicate with other parts of USAID, 
including Missions and REDSOs through technical assistance and the develop
ment of e-notes and HHRAA Highlights. E-notes have evolved from descriptions 
of HHRAA activities to advocacy pieces that focus on significant findings or 
results. A sampling of the numerous topics covered this year include: urban 
family planning, malaria bednets, using popculture to promote postabortion 
care, developing nutrition and education tools, and infectious disease updates. 

2. Joint Activities with Mrican Partners 

After our earlier years of start-up and task definition, the dissemination and 
advocacy activities of our African partners blossomed during this period. In 
particular, great strides were made in disseminating information about adoles
cent reproductive health. 

CAFS 

• SARA trained trainers with CAFS staff and invited consultants. 
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• Advocacy training in Anglophone Africa is being developed with techni
cal assistance and guidance from SARA. 

• At REDSO's request, SARA provided a consultant to assist CAFS in re
packaging research findings on postabortion care. 

CERPOD 

• Senior print and radio journalists, trained in the previous year, pro
duced articles/programs in five countries in West Africa. 

• CERPOD staff was trained in advocacy, and assisted the Burkina Faso 
country team in producing a week-long dissemination and advocacy 
event specifically on adolescent reproductive health. 

CESAG 

• Advocacy training in Francophone West Africa is being deVeloped with 
technical assistance and guidance from SARA. 

CRHCS/ECSA 

• Using HHRAA/SARA support, CRHCS hired two consultants and pro
duced and distributed three policy booklets on teenage reproductive 
health in Uganda, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe through the SARA-funded 
dissemination centers. 

• CRHCS organized an evaluation workshop with the dissemination cen
ters which SARA facilitated. SARA-funded dissemination centers were 
coordinated by CRHCS until March, 1997 when the subcontract ended. 

• With SARA support, CRHCS reported on the progress of the informa
tion dissemination program to the 25th Commonwealth Regional 
Health Ministers conference in Mauritius. Based on the reported 
progress, the ministers resolved that this program be integrated into 
the normal secretariat's activities and that the secretariat contribute a 
third of the necessary funding. 

SARA-funded dissemination centers in the ECSA Region 

SARA began this project year by granting CRHCS a no-cost extension for six 
months to enable them to fulfill the obligations of their subcontract. Of pri-

26 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Dissemination and Advocacy 

mary importance was the evaluation workshop of the dissemination centers 
that was held in March 1997. Organized by Lawrence Gikaru, then CRHCS 
assistant coordinator of dissemination, the workshop brought the dissemina
tion center coordinators and some task force members together to share expe
riences and to plan for the future. 

This forum provided SARA the opportunity to understand firsthand the activi
ties of the centers as well as the successes and constraints they encountered as 
part of the CRHCS dissemination center network. In addition, SARA was able 
to reassure the dissemination centers that a coordinator would be appointed to 
continue to monitor and assist their activities once the subcontract with 
CRHCS ended. SARA was fortunate to be able to hire Lawrence Gikaru as a 
part-time consultant to coordinate the activities of the dissemination centers 
following the end of the CRHCS subcontract. His presence provided needed 
continuity of oversight and coordination. SARA's dissemination manager has 
kept in close contact with Mr. Gikaru to ensure that the centers remain active 
and focused on disseminating information proactively. 

The dissemination centers have been successful by and large, though slow to 

complete their activities. This overall effort has taken far more time than an

ticipated, mainly because the activities of each dissemination center coordina

tor are added on to his or her regular duties. Nonetheless, several 

coordinators report that the skills and visibility they have gained as a dissemina
tion center coordinator have afforded them new opportunities-such as being 
nominated to the National AIDS Prevention Programme (Uganda). Other co
ordinators have exhibited new awareness about the links between information 
and policies and programs-in Kenya the coordinator has begun to explore 
how information is actually used and is questioning what policy makers' infor
mation needs are. 

Dissemination center task forces have been appointed and are providing 
needed technical input and direction. Centers with the most active task force 
members, including a policy champion, have moved the agenda farthest along. 
Most centers have started engaging in advocacy activities, many for the first 
time. Indeed, they are working with partners who can assist them in their new 
role. Highlights of the activities of specific centers include: 

liniversity of Zimbabwe Medical Library 
• Formed action plans on social and medical consequences of abortion 

following the policy seminar on the consequences of unsafe abortion. 
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• Determined the need for and commissioned a theater piece to use as a 
dissemination and advocacy tool on postabortion care. 

• Exploring various ways to get the play produced more widely. With 
SARA assistance, this center has been linked with REDSO's 

postabortion care activities. The center also is seeking corporate fund
mg. 

• Hosted the CRHCS evaluation workshop for all dissemination centers 
during which time the play was premiered. 

• Planning a seminar on advocacy strategies to promote breastfeeding in 
collaboration with clinicians and other stakeholders. 

Kenya Medical Research Institnte (KEMRI) 

• Determined that a national seminar on maternal mortality would be 
less effective than district-level development commission meetings, 
since changes could be implemented more effectively and efficiently at 
district level. Held first maternal mortality seminar with district policy 
makers in Kilifi district. 

• Repackaged Kenyan research on causes of maternal mortality and legis
lative/policy environment of adolescent reproductive health. 

• Held preliminary discussions on creating and implementing a needs 
assessment for information users. 

Chjld Health and Development Center (CDHC), IIganda 

• Organized and held a national policy seminar on maternal mortality 
attended by government policy makers at all levels, using the ECSA 
policy booklet and the maternal mortality booklet supported by 
UNICEF. Coordinated media coverage of this seminar, which gener
ated public debate through editorials and letters to the editor. 

• Proposed activities to act on recommendations from the policy seminar. 

• Exploring options to repackage nutrition information for national 
policy makers. 

• Continued activities to promote status as a dissemination center for 
reproductive health and nutrition to Ugandan health organizations by 
developing new links with partners. 
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Dissemination and Advocaty 

• Coordinator appointed to National AIDS Prevention Programme. 

Malawi Ministry of Health 

• Organized and held policy seminar on maternal mortality, including 
postabortion care, in collaboration with College of Medicine. Orga

nized press and radio coverage for the event. 

• Created electronic nutrition database for Malawi. 

• Produced two bibliographies on nutrition and reproductive health de
spite delay in SARA funds. 

I Jniversiqr of Zambia Medical I.ibrary 

• Repackaged CRHCS disseminated material for Zambia Health Informa
tion Digest. 

• Developed web site in collaboration with other funding sources. 

• Applied other monies to disseminate CRHCS materials. 

• Planning a policy seminar for parliamentarians on maternal mortality 
for December, 1997. 

Tanzania Food and Nutrition Centre 

• Developed and circulated bibliographies on vitamin A, anemia, 
breastfeeding, and iodine deficiency. 

• Planning a seminar to disseminate information on the new national 
nutrition policy that has just been enacted. 

Centre for Development and Health Activities (CEDHA), Tanzania 

• Determined need and started to write a manual on adolescent repro
ductive health to alleviate lack of information on subject. 

• Worked unsuccessfully with journalists, but is now trying other strate
gies. 

University of Namibia I.ibrary 

• After completing a bibliographies on reproductive health and nutri
tion, the original coordinator left his position. No funds have been 
accessed and no activities have been conducted since then. The cur
rent coordinator was unable to attend the dissemination center work
shop due to unavoidable logistical problems. 

29 



Dissemination and Advocacy 

Some key challenges have been: 

• Sending money through wire transfers. Money has been delayed and 
sometimes even lost in various systems. More often than not, the dis
semination centers continued to work on the promise of receiving 

funding. 

• Collecting unpublished or grey literature. This activity proved to be a 
long, difficult and complicated process since researchers and hospital 
administrators were sometimes reluctant to provide their research
because only one copy existed, or photocopying was not available, or 
the researchers did not trust others with their research. Problems in 
gathering information in Mrica are magnified by the constraints of gen
eral infrastructure. 

Plans for the future: 

• Conduct a low-cost assessment of the dissemination center activities in 
the past two years. 

• Develop a strategy to build on the successful activities conducted by the 
most active and productive centers. Include advocacy components 
wherever appropriate. 

• Organize and conduct a workshop to share experiences and strengthen 
the network. Follow the Leland model, if appropriate, to introduce 
electronic communication and stimulate dialogue among these centers. 

• Increase dissemination centers' sense of ownership. The centers should 
be encouraged to pursue activities that meet their specific objectives as 
long as the activities will feed into the results desired by HHRAA. 

ERNWACA 

• Slow but measured progress was made this year in connecting 
ERNWACA chapters to e-mail services. By the end of the project year, 
modems had been delivered to all ERNWACA countries with the excep
tion of Nigeria. A total of six country sites were connected this project 
year: 

• Ghana was connected via HealthNet Ghana, 
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• Cameroon was connected via HealthNet Cameroon-a commercial 
provider, 

• Mrica Online, was used to connect Cote d'Ivoire, 

• Gambia was connected via its local provider, 

• Senegal was connected via its local provider, 

• The regional office in Mali was connected sporadically because the 
HealthNet nodes in Mali and Burkina Faso, although functioning, were 

crippled by a lack of on-site support. 

HealthNet Mali is in the process of being moved to another location with more 
qualified personnel, and the HealthNet node in Burkina Faso has a new Sys
tems Operator. Locating service providers in Benin, Guinea, Sierra Leone, and 
Togo has been difficult, but initial contact has now been made with providers 

in Sierra Leone and Togo. 

In countries where e-mail has been connected, differences can be seen in the 

way the country coordinators do business. Having access to e-mail is an exciting 
opportunity for ERNWACA to increase communication within the network as 
well as with donors, NGOs, and other networks. They have been using it in the 
following ways: 

• National chapters have been exchanging information among them
selves and with workshop facilitators about the transnational reports. 

• ERNWACA/Cote d'Ivoire sent its research report on student retention 
in primary schools to SARA via e-mail. 

• SARA has been able to contact the national chapters quickly and di
rectly, saving SARA and ERNWACA time and communication costs. 
SARA and ADEA have benefited because of greater ease in organizing 
research workshops. Country coordinators have sent their reports and 
budgets over the Internet, and planning the logistics of the pre-confer
ence workshops was greatly facilitated by this process. 

Although some ERNWACA National Chapters have been on-line for almost a 
year, a recent flurry of e-mail activity has proved the value of communicating 
quickly, electronically. In conversations with our colleagues who are promot
ing e-mail usage, we have learned that the learning curve is long when intro
ducing electronic tools. But once users understand the benefits, they become 
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more electronically active rather than passively waiting for something to hap
pen. SARA is confident that proactive communication and electronic usage will 
increase as more chapters are connected. ERNWACA/C6te d'Ivoire has been 
connected most recently, but they already are using the Internet efficiently and 
have realized the benefits of on-line access. SARA is thrilled with the increased 

use of e-mail and we plan to encourage communication between chapters as 

well as with SARA and other ERNWACA partners. 

3. Developing advocacy skills and activities in Mrica 

The spirit of advocacy is being infused in all SARA dissemination work, from 
"E-notes" to HHRAA Highlights, from work with Mrican partners to dissemina
tion strategies for documents produced and distributed by SARA. 

Over the past two years, SARA has responded to a felt need for advocacy skills 
among Mricans to assist them in changing policies and programs at all levels of 
society. Although defining problems and exploring alternative solutions have 
long been ways to promote change, the need for systematic and iterative advo
cacy in this process has been less well understood. Researchers, managers, 
NCO personnel, and other concerned groups and individuals have found it 
necessary to become advocates, but they often have little knowledge of or train
ing in how to do so. To meet this need, SARA developed introductory advo
cacy materials that can be used at low cost in different local settings. 

Advocacy is still a new concept in Mrica. SARA's strategy for developing both 
advocacy skills and activities that promote the use of information in specific 
areas includes: 

a. 

b. 

Developing generic documents, e.g., Introduction to Advocacy, 
which are made available for wide use in Mrica by USAID, CAs, 
projects, donors, Mrican institutions, etc., 

Providing assistance to Mrican institutions and networks for 
specific issue advocacy training, 

c. Training a cadre of advocacy resource persons, and 

d. Incorporating advocacy activities into the activities of all 
HHRAA/SARA subsectoral workplans and strategies. 

32 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
-I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
·1 
I 



I 
I 

I , 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Dissemination and Advocacy 

a. Developing Generic Documents 

This project year saw the completion and publication of SARA's Introduction to 

Advocacy: Training Guide in both English and French. The information pre

sented in this training guide is a basic introduction to advocacy activities and 

strategies, while the design is meant to draw the reader through the process of 

advocacy in the most direct way possible. As such, this practical, easy-to-follow 

Guide has become a best seller. Although the Guide was developed for our 

Mrican partners to use to transfer advocacy skills, the SARA project responded 
to the unprecedented demand for this publication by establishing a cost-recov

ery mechanism to fund a reprint. In recent discussions with HHRAA, it was 
decided that SARA would provide the Guides to Mrican institutions, agencies 

and projects working with Mricans at no charge and continue to charge those 
using it outside Mrica. 

The Guide's popularity has continued to spread throughout the world. With 

SARA's permission, The Futures Group supported an "official" translation into 

Spanish through its POLICY Project. Groups working in Asia, Latin America, 
and Washington, DC, as well as Mrica, have requested copies of the Guide. 

The Mrica Bureau's Office of Development Planning is using the French 

Guide as a reference material for a regional training on environmental issues 
for NGO staff of central Mrican nations. 

b. Providing Assistance to African Institutions 

SARA trained CERPOD and members of the Reproductive Health Research 
Network in advocacy using adolescent reproductive health as the issue. SARA 

hoped that by learning how to do advocacy, this group of participants would be 
able to convince their counterparts in various interest groups, NGOs, and gov
ernments to advocate for change together. 

SARA added a one-day seminar on advocacy to a JHU-sponsored meeting in 
Harare on male involvement in family planning for program staff and research
ers in the ECSA region. This seminar provided the skills to act on this issue as 
well as introduced and promoted SARA's interest in advocacy and the generic 
Advocacy Training Guide. IPPF expressed keen interest in training their family 
planning association staff in advocacy skills. 

SARA and ERNW ACA have discussed organizing advocacy workshops in col
laboration with three national chapters. National chapters must submit their 
objectives and a rationale for using advocacy to further their national educa-
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tion agenda to the regional office. Though only three countries will be chosen 
to host an advocacy workshop for local education resource persons, represen
tatives from the other chapters will be invited to participate so all ERNWACA 
countries can gain exposure to the advocacy process. 

c. Training a Cadre of Advocaty Resource Persons 

SARA has developed a focused strategy for transferring advocacy skills to re

source persons and trainers in Mrica. Using the Advocacy Training Guide as a 

generic tool, SARA is in the process of transferring advocacy skills to two re
gional institutions: CAFS in Nairobi and CESAG in Dakar. 

CAFS 

CAFS has a core technical staff, so SARA's approach was first to train trainers 
on advocacy with the entire CAFS technical staff in May, 1997. SARA is provid
ing technical assistance and guidance in organizing a regional training with 
assistance for potential advocacy resource persons from the ECSA region, 
which is currently scheduled for Marchi April, 1998. In addition, SARA plans 
to assist CAFS in strengthening their training skills. 

CESAG 

To date, SARA has provided CESAG with guidance in planning and organizing 
the training course, as well as technical assistance in preparing a brochure on 
advocacy in French to market the advocacy training to participants and poten
tial sponsors. CESAG does not have a core staff on which to rely. Thus, they 
are currently planning an advocacy training scheduled for early 1998, using 
outside facilitators funded by SARA. It is hoped that these and other trainers 
will be available to CESAG for future advocacy workshops. 

d. Incorporating Advoca£ry into HHRAAjSARA Subsectoral 
Activities 

Advocacy is actively discussed and often incorporated in various ways into many 
HHRAA/SARA sub-sector activities. Although the details of sector advocacy 
activities are reported under the various sub-sector headings, some highlights 
include: 

• Assisting CERPOD and the Burkina team to create a week-long dissemi
nation and advocacy campaign on adolescent reproductive health. 
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• Preparing presentations that helped HHRAA leverage REDSO/ESA 
involvement in urban family planning issues. 

• Writing a script and preparing accompanying visuals to promote the 
Private Sector AIDS Prevention materials to donors and business lead-

ers. 

E-notes, HHRAA Highlights, and other presentation materials developed by 
SARA are valuable advocacy tools within USAID and the donor/cooperating 

agency community. 

4. Materials Production, Dissemination, and Tracking 

Early in 1997, SARA began to develop a more sophisticated, integrated team 

approach to the entire process of producing publications. Previously, produc
tion tasks had been compartmentalized, making document tracking difficult. 
Now the publications production team has integrated tracking for editing, 
desktop publishing, developing graphics and covers, printing, producing cover 
letters, developing mailing lists, and disseminating the products, enabling all 
team members to be aware of where a particular document is in the process. 
Checklists have been developed, tailored to the type of document being pro
duced, to ensure that all necessary clearances have been obtained and all rel
evant audiences have been identified for dissemination. Weekly meetings have 
unified the production team effort and enabled the team to spot potential 
problems before they happen. 

As in previous years, SARA produces almost all project publications in-house. 
Designed and formatted by the production team, SARA publications are trans
lated into French when appropriate. Most recently, the cover designs have 
been developed in-house as well, using a few design templates developed by an 
outside firm. 

The SARA production team manages and fulfills numerous competing priori
ties. To achieve maximum results, the production team relies on the support 
and continued involvement of all technical advisors and sectoral managers. In 
addition to planning, producing, disseminating, and tracking materials, the 
team provides support to meetings, maintains the filing systems, provides ad
ministrative support to all technical and management personnel such as faxing, 
photocopying, filing, and maintaining the publications shelves and library. 

During PY5 the in-house SARA production team has produced the following 
documents: 
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37 Major Publications 

• designed and formatted 
• cover designed and produced 

• edited 
• copyedited 
• quality controlled 

• charts and graphs developed 

• translated where appropriate 

• translation edited where appropriate 
30 Trip Reports (including SANA trip and assessment reports) 

11 stand alone charts/brochures/presentations 
12 e-notes written 
3 highlights written 
35 annotations written to update annotated bibliography 
11 electronic conversions to full text or Adobe Acrobat 

45 m,yor publications disseminated 
• developed targeted strategy for dissemination 
• determined targeted list 
• cover letters written and signed - researched names to determine if on 

mailing list 
• researched names and addresses for those not in mailing list 
• entered data into mailing list - sorted and generated labels - mailed 

products 

Simply put, every two weeks the production team produced, on average, the 
following materials in FY97: 

• 3 major publications or trip reports 
• 3 stand alone chart/brochure/presentation/ e-note/highlight/ annota

tions/ electronic conversion 
• 2 documents disseminated-all dissemination tasks completed 

Dissemination and Tracking of Products 

A targeted dissemination strategy is developed for each product. In addition, 
the dissemination manager works with the technical advisors to develop related 
products for targeted dissemination such as e-notes, HHRAA Highlights, fact 
sheets, cables, brochures, etc. 
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Maintaining a current mailing list is necessary to support such a targeted dis
semination strategy. However, mailing list maintenance is complex and re
quires research and coordination with technical managers. SARA has targeted 
mailing lists for each subsector and is developing several others, including a 
donor list, a university/training schools list, a journalist list. During this 
project year, the database was transferred to a more "user-friendly" software 
that provides greater flexibility and adaptability to meet the needs of SARA. In 
particular, this database has enabled the project to develop a numerical track
ing system based on broad recipient categories while, at the same time, produc
ing specific targeted lists of recipients' names and addresses. 

Tracking publications 

During the project's two-year extension, SARA is planning a more focused 
tracking initiative for a small number of publications to determine more pre
cisely how our products are being used by our intended target audiences. Po
tential information gathering mechanisms under consideration include focus 
groups, individual interviews, feedback questionnaires, and solicited self-report

ing, to name a few. We anticipate that the publications tracked more closely 
may include: Introduction to Advocacy: Training Guide, Influencing Policies and 
Programs: Guide for Researchers, A Time to Act. 

Currently, the mailing-list database also serves as the numerical tracking 
record. Broad audience categories have been developed to type each recipient. 
In addition, SARA can ascertain whether a publication was targeted to an indi
vidual or sent in response to a request. A new category is conferences, so that 
we can track how many publications are distributed at which conferences. 

5. Electronic Communication 

SARA has been exploring the use of other media, particularly electronic me
dia, to diversify dissemination, and this year has pioneered several strategies for 
using electronic communication more widely with our African partners. Sev
eral areas, however, still need to be explored. SARA is in a unique position to 
be able to influence USAID and CAs, as well as to glean new understanding 
from experiences with African institutions and users in the field. 

The advent of the information superhighway has the development world bub
bling with energy. Although many see the new electronic information technol
ogy as "The Answer" to the problems of information flow, SARA's experience 
and close association with African institutions has taught us to proceed with 
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care, stressing the infonnation needs of the users over the allure of the tech
nology. These new technological tools are exciting and have the potential to 
revolutionize communication in Africa, yet the process of communication re
mains the same. People need to understand the value and benefits of commu
nicating with one another before they will embrace a new tool, especially one 

perceived as costly to an organization. Furthermore, SARA's experiences in 
hooking up networks electronically have taught us that all new inputs require 

attention to details such as training and content, to use and appreciate the ben

efits of electronic communication. As Internet accessibility increases in Africa, 

especially in West Africa, it is the use of technology, rather than the availability 
of technology, that will signal a real revolution in communication there. SARA 
expects to contribute to the knowledgeable use of electronic connectivity in 
Africa. 

HHRAA/SARA Web Pages 

SARA designed the HHRAA web pages that were placed on-line via the USAID 
web site early in the project year. By January 1997, the HHRAA pages had 
been updated to include such infonnation as the HHRAA Annotated Bibliogra

phy, the HHRAA Publications List, and electronic versions of the HHRAA e
notes. In addition, web pages for the SARA Project were placed on AED's 
Internet server giving specific infonnation on SARA and providing an addi
tional access point for the HHRAA web pages. 

In this project year, several documents were converted and placed in full text 
fonnat on the web in both French and English. In addition, SARA has worked 
with USAID/Infonnation Resource Management (IRM) to create a file transfer 
protocol (FTP) site for HHRAA so that the infonnation on the web site will be 
accessible to those without full web access. 

SARA and HHRAA reviewed the web pages at the end of the project year. 
Modifications in progress include a section on HHRAA's African partners, and 
an updated and expanded publications section. SARA also is working with an 
AED infonnation specialist to add relevant, high-quality links to other organiza
tions and relevant sites to the HHRAA pages. Such links have the potential to 
enhance the usefulness of the SARA/HHRAA web pages and draw more visi
tors to the sites who can then obtain copies of SARA-produced documents. 
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Africa Bureau Web Site 

SARA helped the Mrica Bureau be on the cutting edge in web and Internet 
development and usage-a model for other divisions within the Agency to fol
low. SARA's computer specialist, Bret Harris, was part of a team to develop a 

prototype Mrica Bureau web site that may serve as a template for other USAID 
divisions wishing to reorganize their presence on the USAID home page. 
SARA's computer specialist demonstrated the web site "in-progress" at various 
times to the WWWWorking Group, and to HHRAA and SD staff, which re
sulted in the approval to hire a full-time webmaster to complete, maintain, and 
expand the site. 

Linking with other institutions 

SARA shared ideas and experiences with other institutions working on elec
tronic communication in an effort to complement activities rather than dupli
cate them. Discussions with these institutions focused on the need to educate 
the users not only about how to use the electronic communication tools, but 
also how to analyze and evaluate the information that they receive. This project 
year, SARA met with the following institutions: 

• The Leland Initiative: New agreements and services in several African 
countries should directly benefit SARA, providing, for example, easier 
and cheaper access to e-mail and the Internet for ERNWACA country 
coordinators. 

• MSH/SatelLife: SARA's earlier work with SatelLife on the Directory of 
Healthnet Users directly influenced the design and function of the elec
tronic membership database developed jointly by SatelLife and MSH as 
part of their Electronic Resource Center (ERC). SARA/HHRAA family 
planning and reproductive health documents, especially those in 
French, may be provided through the ERC. 

• ]HPIEGO: SARA participated in a meeting convened by]HPIEGO to 
discuss creating a regional network in West and Central Mrica to im
prove communication and data sharing among organizations in the 
area. SARA helped focus the discussion on the need for information 
and assessments of potential end-users before the actual creation of a 
network. 
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Dissemination and Advocacy 

• AED: SARA contributed to a day-long meeting at AED on experiences 
in information technology, services, and dissemination. The purpose of 
the meeting was to give projects and initiatives a chance to share and 
learn from the collective information experience. SARA also shared 
experiences and raised questions about how to assess and evaluate in

fOIlTIation-dissemination activities and use of publications and dissemi

nated infoIlTIation. 
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Activities in HHRAA/SARA Analytic Area 

IV. Activities in IlliRAAjSARA Analytic Area 

A. Child Survival 

SARA advisors: 
Suzanne Prysor:Jones, Academy for Educational Development
SARA Director 

Sambe Duale, Tulane University-SARA Research Manager 

Qh• o· s: . . ~.".g, Jectiyes ;LOr¥ljzJ(p,;; 

• In'coUaboration with pa;tner:CAsand regaonalinstittttions, continue 
developing and implementing,action plans for each ~d:iVitywmed at 
ensuring research utilization and policy/program impac:ts. 

• Explore new approaChes for ac:hievin:~'~nd:assessingimpact(e.g., uti
lize a variety of channels such asthcJnedia, deY~lop policyqevel adv&
cacy stra,tegies;leve,rage HHRAA/SAlRAfdUow,-l1.pact:Witi<;1s:lWith other 
donors). 

'< ~' . .; 

• Assisfiri disseminating andpf:omoting the! use of the\JUrlGl.. B~eau 
Framework for the Implementa;tionofChild SumvaJi:Prqgrams. 

• Organize the dissemination ofR, A,;&':J)Str4tegiciF~wdrks in<lJhe 
.. child survival area. 

• Carryoutana1y~is.aissem~nation,ad\To~acyanaeva1uatiorI"ln support <> 
the child survival. strategy. 

1. Issues Identification 

Development of the Africa Bureau Strategic Objective for Child 
Survival 

SARA facilitated developing the Mrica Bureau's Strategic Objective and Results 
Framework for child survival, identifying through this process a framework for 
operationalizing HHRAA concerns in key areas. These include: 

• Developing improved policies and strategies for areas of special impor
tance (e.g., expanded program on immunization, nutrition, malaria, 

integrated management of childhood illness), 
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• Developing effective approaches for increasing health care provider 
performance, 

• Developing effective approaches for improving child health care in the 
home and community, and 

• Developing practical guidelines for improving care of emergency ob

stetric complications. 

SARA continues to playa role in advocating for strategies and approaches to 
improve the implementation of child survival programs. Formal issues identifi
cation exercises have not been undertaken this year, except in the area of 
breastfeeding and HN / AIDS transmission, but the following issues have been 
identified as requiring particular attention: 

Problem-Solving and Quality Improvement 

While there have been several interesting operations research-type interven
tions have taken place to introduce self-assessment and team problem-solving 
approaches to improve health facility performance, these have tended to be 
quite complex, technical assistance intensive, and apparently slow to reach sig
nificant coverage in the health system. During the REDSO /ESA·organized con
ference on Quality Improvement, AVSC's COPE (client-oriented 
provider-efficient) methodology was discussed. Since this methodology has 
already been quite widely used for family planning services in Mrica and else
where, it seemed of interest to support its adaptation to improve child survival 
services-an activity that AVSC had already considered undertaking for the 
Bangladesh context. SARA initiated a series of discussions with AVSC, 
UNICEF, and USAID, resulting in a new HHRAA-funded activity, outlined un
der Research and Analysis below. 

Improved behavior change and communications (Bee) and 
community-based approaches 

SARA assisted the BASICS/West Mrica and the Family Health and AIDS 
(FHA) lEC advisors to facilitate a five-day meeting grouping together ten insti
tutions that playa regional BCe training role in Francophone Mrica. These 
organizations included: 

• Centre d'Enseignement et de Recherche en Communication 
(CERCOM), Cote d'Ivoire, 
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• Centre d'Etudes des Science et Techniques de l'Information (CESTI) 
at the University of Dakar, Senegal, 

• Ecole Superieure de Sciences et Techniques de l'Information et de la 
Communications (ESSTIC) at the University of Yaounde, Cameroun, 

• Centre d'Etudes Superieures en Administration et Gestion (CESAG), 
Dakar, Senegal, 

• Centre d'Etudes de la Famille Mricaine (CEFA/CAFS), 

• Programme Regional de Formation en IEC pour l'Mrique 
Francophone, UNFPA, Cote d'Ivoire, 

• Institut Superieur de Sciences de l'Information et de la Communica
tion (ISSIC) , Senegal, and 

• Centre d'Enseignement et de Recherche en Education pour la Sante 
(CERES) of the University of Liege, Belgium. 

SARA's main function was to encourage the group to look beyond training as a 
solution to improving BCC in the region. A participatory strategic planning 
methodology enabled the group to identify several other areas in which they 
could operate, besides university training or short courses on BCC. Activities 
identified for follow-up by the Mrican institutions involved include improving 
curriculum materials for BCC management and other issues, providing techni
cal assistance for materials production, developing advocacy strategies to in
crease resources allocated to BCC, organizing networking to facilitate 
information sharing, materials, etc. SARA has worked with the BASICS BCC/ 
IEC advisor to define specific activities and mechanisms that will engage the 
institutions in moving forward on some of these fronts. 

SARA has participated in several discussions with USAID, BASICS, and 
UNICEF on community-based approaches to IMClj child health, and has of
fered some conceptual frameworks to guide the thinking of these groups. 
SARA hopes, in doing this, to increase the attention paid to complementary 
Bee efforts, including community-based approaches and media-based lEe, 
given the serious reduction in resources and energy that have been allocated to 
this since the heyday of optimism about ORT. The message is that there are no 
short-cuts to sustained education efforts that keep the key child survival behav
iors in the forefront of attention at community and family levels. Scaling-up 
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and maintaining successful educational approaches requires long-term invest
ments. 

Perinatal Morbidity and Mortality 

Given the magnitude of the problem of perinatal and neonatal mortality in 

Mrica, SARA is starting to explore ways to put this problem on the agenda of 

decision makers. Approaches to reducing maternal mortality should, of course, 

have important positive effects on perinatal mortality also (see section on 
Population Reproductive Health and Maternal Health, below, for SARA activi
ties in this area). SARA is playing a facilitating and technical role in promoting 
balanced discussion on issues of vertical transmission of HN / AIDS. (See sec
tions on Nutrition and HN / AIDS below.) 

2. Research and Analysis 

Adaptation and Testing the COPE Methodology for Child Health 

SARA has played a catalyst role this year in formulating plans to develop and 
test the COPE team problem-solving methodology for child survival in Mrica. 
AVSC is carrying out this HHRAA-funded activity and has put together, with 
SARA assistance, small advisory group of representatives from USAID Global 
Bureau, the Quality Assurance Project, the BASICS Project, SARA, and 
UNICEF /New York, which has offered to give particular support for the field 
testing the approach and materials. 

The COPE methodology has been shown, as have other participatory problem
solving efforts, to increase health worker sense of empowerment and motiva
tion-key elements for improving quality of care. In the child health area, one 
issue of concern is the complementary role of more standard supervision, often 
based on technical (e.g., IMCI) check-lists, and how to manage activities so that 
these two approaches form a coordinated effort to improve health worker per
formance. 

The COPE materials for child health will be adapted, principally by Dr. Pamela 
Lynam, a senior AVSC staff member based in Nairobi. These will then be tested 
with UNICEF support in two countries, yet to be determined, one in 
Francophone and one in Anglophone Mrica. The advisory group will partici
pate in all stages of this effort, and help identify additional technical consult
ants as required. 
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Dissemination and Advocacy 

Monograph on the Implementation and Sustainability of Insectcide
treated Mosquito Net (IMN) Programs 

The monograph entitled: The Implementation and Sustainability of Insecticide
treated Mosquito Net (IMN) Programs for Malaria Control in Rural Africa: Lessons 
Learned from the Bagamoyo Bednet Project, Tanzania, has been finalized, published 
and disseminated. A summary of the document has been prepared, translated 
into French and disseminated. The monograph was prepared by Dr. Clive Shiff 
and a team of collaborators from John Hopkins University School of Hygiene 
and Public Health and Muhimbili University College of Health Sciences. The 
authors were involved in designing, implementing and assessing a five-year 
(1990-1994) IMN study funded by the U.S. Agency for International Develop
ment (USAID) as part of the Ministry of Health efforts to control malaria in 
the Bagamoyo District of Tanzania. 

Malaria continues to be one of the foremost public health problems facing sub
Saharan Mrica, whether one considers malaria-associated mortality and mor
bidity, or the social and economic impact of the disease. The spread of 

chloroquine-resistant Plasmodium falciparum throughout the continent has 
given further impetus to the search for alternative technologies that might play 
a role in an integrated malaria control strategy. A number of bed net efficacy 
trials have documented dramatic reductions ranging from 17 to 42 percent in 
child mortality. Most of the bednet efficacy trials have been pilot projects and 
well-controlled studies. Can those pilot projects be scaled up and have the same 
impact? Are bednet interventions really sustainable? The SARA-supported 
mongraph addressed some of those questions. 

Accelerating the Implementation of IMeI 

In addition to participating in the WHO/AFRO Task Force on IMCI, the 
USAID Mrica Bureau has asked SARA to work with WHO/AFRO to identify 
ways to accelerate the rational introduction of IMCI, especially in Francophone 
Mrica. Support for this effort is being given by AFR/SD through its grant to 
WHO/AFRO. 

Plans developed with SARA participation reflect the urgent need to train a 
cadre of Francophone experts in IMCI, and to broaden the focus of intern a
tional assistance beyond attention to initial training and one follow-up visit. 
Provision has been made in the WHO/AFRO plan to address some of the sys
tems and work organization issues, as well as pre-service training. Discussions 
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with AFRO about IEC and community approaches are ongoing. SARA is work
ing closely with BASICS headquarters and West Mrica staff in promoting both 
the acceleration of implementation and a flexible approach that will allow 
countries to experiment with methods for scaling up. 

4. Capacity Building and Collaboration with African Institutions 

Apart from the child nutrition field, where good working relationships with 

several Mrican institutions have been established (see section on Nutrition), 

WHO / AFRO and the BASICS Regional Team in West Mrica are SARA's chief 
Mrican partners in child survival. 

Areas of collaboration, as indicated above, have been: 

WHO/AFRO 

• Planning for IMCI implementation and expansion, 
• Discussions on the establishment of the Health System Research 

Project in Francophone Mrica. 

BASICS Regional West Mrica Team institutions 

• Improving BCC and the role of BCC/lEC regional training institu
tions, 

• Discussions on methods to improve pre-service training and to 
accellerate IMCI implementation, 

• Capacity building for the use of qualitative research for nutrition as 
well as other child health issues. 

5. illustrative Results 

• The Mrica Bureau's Framework for Design and Implementation of Child Sur
vival Interventions in Africa: Focused Interventions for Impact; Systems 
Strengthening for Sustainability, prepared by SARA, has been widely dis
cussed within USAID and has influenced the development of US AID 
child survival programs in several countries, including Tanzania, Mali, 
Eritrea, South Mrica, Ethiopia, Zambia, and REDSO/WCA. 

• The SARA Preparatory Guide for the Introduction of Integrated Management of 
Childhood Illness (IMCI) has been widely discussed by our partner agen
cies and used in planning several country programs in Mrica (Madagas
car, Zambia, Niger, Mali, Senegal, The Gambia). 
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• Along with several other partners, SARA has contributed-through the 
Guide and through participation in various fora-to broadening the 
IMCI approach. This is now reflected in the joint WHO-UNICEF state
ment, which includes improvement in health services functioning and 
caretaker behavior as central concerns for IMC!. 

• The attention of implementing agencies and projects is now turning, if 
slowly, to the area of pre-service training (e.g., this is now included in 
the WHO/AFRO Regional Plan). SARA can claim some small part in 
this, having been a vocal advocate of the approach for several years. 

6. Next Steps 

• Collaborate with WHO/AFRO in implementing their regional plan, 
with HHRAA funding support. 

• Collaborate with BASICS and FHA in following up the recommenda
tions of the IEC Training Institutions meeting. This may include assis
tance with adapting and promoting the use of the HEALTH COM 
Toolbox. 

• Collaborate with WHO/AFRO and other interested projects to pro
mote the involvement of pre-service education in key areas for child 
survival, including BCC, IMCI, etc. 

• Collaborate with BASICS in defining and organizing activities to im
prove capacity for the use of qualitative research methods for child sur
vival in Francophone Mrica. 

• Work with AVSC and the advisory Group to facilitate the adaptation 
and testing of the COPE methodology to the child health context. 

• Contribute to the USAID working group on community approaches. 

• Build partnerships to contribute to the definition and promotion of 
practical approaches for reducing peri-natal and neo-natal mortality in 
Africa. 
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B. Education 

SARA advisors: 
Jean-Georges Dehasse, Academy for Educational Development 

Suzanne Prysor:Jones, Academy for Educational Development 

.. Incollabor.1tion 'With partner CAs and regional institutions, continue 
developingandimplem'enting action plansfor each activity aimed at 
ensming researchutilizati()n and policy!progrdm impacts. 

• ExploreneW"approaciles for' achieving,andassessing impact (e .g., uti~ 
lize,:a>vdr1ety,'()f channels such as the media, develop policy-level advo
cacysttategies, leverage'HHRAAISARA follow,:,up activities with other 

donors» 

.SuPPof1HERNWACAin building its Tole as a research networkin West 
Africa.:' 

• Assist AFRISD with the development and management of its analytic 
agenda. 

.. Gonductanruysis and dissemination (1) keyissues, through ERNWACA 
and ERNESA alldother Airicaninstitutions wherever possible. 

1. Issues identification 

Prior to this year, SARA had worked closely with SD on developing their action 
plan, in this sector, covering the remainder of the Project. The plan has in fact 
been produced, and is now the foundation for SD activities in education. 

On the basis of issues identified, SARA's principal effort in education has been 
to work with and through ERNWACA, the Education Research Network for 
West and Central Africa, and through other researchers whose efforts are de
scribed in the following section. ERNWACA researchers have undertaken re
gional studies with support from REDSO IWCA, and during this year were 
completing those studies. SARA sought to provide guidance and technical assis
tance to those researchers. 
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2. Research and Analysis 

SARA has supported a number of studies carried out on Mrican education this 
year: 

ERNWACA Transnational Research Studies 

The ERNWACA transnational research reports were being completed this 
year. SARA worked with the authors on the presentations of these reports at 
the meeting of the Association for the Development of Education in Mrica 
(ADEA) annual meeting in Dakar in October 1997, and at the ADEA Capacity 
Building Working Group. Groups One (Cote d'Ivoire and The Gambia) and 
Three(Guinea, Togo and Senegal) held their transnational theme workshop to 
draft their reports under the supervision of SARA consultant, Professor Yves 
Benett in Abidjan for Group One and in Dakar for Group Three. 

The research theme of Group One was: Access and Retention in Primary Schools of 

The Gambia and Cote d'Ivoire. The research theme of Group Three was: The Ef 

fects of Community Participation on the Quality of Teaching (in terms of finance, the 
curriculum, and the development of competencies). At the end of each of the 
two workshops a partial first draft of the expected report was prepared. Each 
transnational report is largely a synthesis (rather a comparative analysis) of the 
individual national findings on the same theme. 

Group Two (Benin, Cameroon, Ghana, and Mali) met in Accra, Ghana, under 
the technical supervision of SARA consultant Professor William Rideout from 
August 29 to September 2, concluding a tour by Professor Rideout of the four 
participating countries. The theme for this group is: The Effects of Community 

Participation on Access and Quality of Education. 

We now have the following ERNWACA reports at SARA: 

• The Effects of Community Participation on Access and Quality of Education in 
Four African Countries: A Study on the Ghana Experience, 

• L 'Acces et le maineien des eleves a ['ecole primaire en COte d'Ivoire et en Gambie, 

• Analyse des effets de la participation communautaire sur la qualite de 
l'enseignement en Guinee au Togo et au Senegal, 

• Factors affecting enrolment and retention in primary schools in The Gambia, 
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• Etude des jacteurs qui affectent l'acces et ie maintien des eleves au primaire en 
Cate dTvoire, 

• Etude de cas sur l'elaboration et la mise en oeuvre des politiques educatives: le 
cas de la Guinee, 

• Analyse des ejjets de La participation communautaire sur la qualite de 

l'enseignement au Togo et au Senegal, 

• Effets de la Participation Communautaire sur l'acces et la qualite de l'education 
de base: le cas du Cameroun, and 

• Effets de la Participation Communautaire sur l'acces et la qualite de l'education 
de base: le cas du Mali. 

In the coming year, SARA plans to work with these ERNWACA work groups 
and national chapters to synthesize this work and to provide them with advo
cacy training, so that this research may be used as the basis for policy change. 

Decentralization in Ethiopia 

SARA consultant Mark Sommers, working with AFR/SD'sJim Williams, pro
duced a comprehensive study on the decentralization of the education system 
in Ethiopia, and made a presentation at USAID. The situation in Ethiopia has 
its own unique features, most notably the ebb and flow of regional groups in 
positions of leadership. Right now, it is the Tigrays who have power; Sommers 
chronicles the initiatives the Tigrays have taken, the successes so far, the short
comings so far, and anticipated next steps. His study took place in the Tigray 
region; what is occurring in non-Tigray Ethiopia is not covered here. 

The Teacher as Broker of New Policy 

SARA consultants Grace Lang and Bekett Mount completed their study of the 
teacher as broker of new policy implementation. They conducted field re
search in Namibia and Malawi, looking at four education policies-class size, 

school boards, language of instruction, and school discipline. On the basis of 
interviews with ministry, regional, and district officials as well as with principals, 
teachers, and school board members from dozens of schools, this study reports 
on how policy is defined, the history of the policies selected, how policies are 
communicated, how implementation is expected to occur, what the barriers to 
implementation are, and the perspectives held of these policies by various 
stakeholders. School and community interviews focussed on the actual pro-
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cesses of policy implementation. Findings were presented at the annual meet
ing of the Comparative and International Education Society. This work is part 
of an AFR/SD effort to develop a comparative perspective on the process of 
implementing policy and on the school as a unit of change. 

Literacy as a Tool for Women '$ Empowerment 

In this project year, SARA supported several efforts to understand better the 
impact that literacy training has on Mrican women. 

First, SARA consultant Jeanne Moulton produced a review of the literature on 
literacy training and nonformal education as empowerment tools. Her conclu
sion: "The studies of links between schooling and demographic change are 
abundant and persuasive. Rigorous studies of links between nonformal educa
tion are few. Nevertheless, the evidence that nonformal education empowers 
women is strong. Thus, we can rely on the links documented in the schooling 
research between empowerment and demographic change to conclude that 
both formal and nonformal education affect demographic change." 

On the basis of this overview and citing gaps in existing research, Dr. Moulton 
worked with consultant Michelle Kuenzi of Michigan State University to add a 
component to Kuenzi's planned research on nonformal education among 
Senegalese women. On Moulton's advice, the study looked at the literacy com
ponent and its relation to female empowerment. 

The Kuenzi study, on the impact of nonformal education in Pulaar on villagers 
in northern Senegal, found that, although the results of the analyses did not 
support the hypotheses regarding the relationship between literacy and 
"health-improving" behavior and family planning, a key finding of this study 
showed an apparent significant relationship among literacy, community in
volvement, and empowerment. Moreover, Pulaar literacy training appears to 
have a fairly substantial impact on the likelihood of engaging in behaviors asso
ciated with community involvement and personal empowerment. Further
more, Pulaar literacy training seems to stimulate political involvement in terms 
rendering people more likely to register to vote. If it is empowerment that 
mediates the relationship between literacy and the other variables of interest, 
as several claim, many of the respondents with literacy training may be well
poised to manifest additional changes in their behavior in the areas of health 
and family planning in the future. 
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Conditionality 

As part of a larger USAID study of conditionality in education reform in Africa, 
SARA supported four studies on conditionality in education reform, carried 
out by ERNWACA researchers in Guinea, Mali, Benin, and Ghana. Unfortu
nately, these West African studies do not display the kind of scientific inquiry 

or critical analysis that was hoped for; they are rather descriptive accounts, 

somewhat illuminative of the conditionality process, but thin on lessons 

learned and analytic conclusions. 

For us, there are lessons learned, however. Since most of the researchers were 
ministry people, not in the academic structure that rewards an objective scien
tific approach, their ability to work from a disinterested research posture was 
curtailed. Even with many academics in the developing world, their links to the 
political world may militate against the kind of assertiveness that we might ex
pect from a "pure" scientific piece. We need to reflect on this lesson as we com
mission future research in Africa. 

Education Consultants for AFR/SD 

SARA has provided bridging support to AFR/SD technical consultants between 
the end of one contract and the anticipated start of another. This has included 
technical services provided by Alfred S. Hartwell, Talaat Moreau, Marcia 
Bernbaum, and Sheryl Pinnelli for the Africa Bureau in policy analysis, plan
ning, and support for the AFR/SD analytic agenda for basic education. Their 
work covered: 

• Strategic Action Plan for Basic Education: Africa Bureau, 

• Study of US AID Results in Basic Education in Africa, 

• Technical reviews of selected reviews of results (R2s) , 

• Report on status ofED*ASSIST (the HHRAA-funded, computerized 
education statistics, package) and Fundamental Quality Level (FQL) 
development! dissemination, and 

• Results Package (draft) for South Africa. 
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Zimbabwe Case Study 

At the request of AFR/SD, SARA also provided the technical services of Frank 
Method to work with IEQ consultant David Evans to prepare a case study on 
the Education and Skills Training Program (BEST) in Zimbabwe. 

3. Dissemination and Advocacy 

SARA has in the past year extensively revised the education mailing list, and 
mailing to this list is ongoing. SARA has also reprinted the basic education 
policy paper, making it more appealing. Another major publication in 

education this year was the Richard Maclure's Overlooked and Undervalued, A 
Synthesis of ERNWACA. Reviews on the State of Educational Research in West and Cen
tral Africa. 

We have assisted ERNWACA and ERNESA with dissemination activities, includ
ing dissemination strategy development. SARA is working on electronic con
nectivity issues with a number of ERNWACA national chapters, and provided a 

regional consultant to visit national sites for the resolution of technical issues. 

ERNWACA National Chapters have been on-line for almost a year, and have 
quickly convinced themselves of the value of communicating quickly bye-mail. 
(See the section on Dissemination and Advocacy for a full account of the 
ERNWACA network experience.) 

SARA collaborated with ABEL and ABlC (other HHRAA-funded education 
projects) to refine dissemination strategies for education materials in Africa. 
SARA has shared its education mailing list with these projects, as well as its cur
rent strategy for distributing documents and have tried to coordinate efforts to 
avoid duplication. ABlC and ABEL have assisted SARA in displaying and pro
moting our products this year at numerous education conferences in Africa, 
the U.S., and worldwide. 

4. Capacity Building and Collaborating with African Institutions 

In 1995, SARA signed a purchase order with the Educational Research Network 
in Eastern and Southern Africa (ERNESA) for producing summary profiles, or 
abstracts, of a series of case studies that were originally funded by UNICEF. 
These studies focused on gender equity in eight countries in the ESA region. 
ERNESA hoped, with SARA support, to begin a new approach to dissemina
tion that would bridge the gap between researchers and policy makers by pro-
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viding simple, useful information for teachers, school administrators, and 
policy makers. They also hoped to help "researchers to be able to analyze re
search, pick m.yor issues relevant for policy making and present them in acces
sible language." 

SARA has received copies and distributed the resulting ERNESA document, 

Educational Research Information for Practitioners, with summaries of research 

from Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Tanzania, Uganda, and 

Zimbabwe. Topics are varied, and include status of disabled women, politics of 

gender in teacher education, math and science performance, and socio-cul
tural aspects of primary school attendance. 

ERNESA now plans a series of meetings with policy makers in their member 
countries, to begin a dialogue around the issues highlighted by these studies. 
ERNESA is engaged in precisely the kind of activity that SARA hopes will occur 
in other regional Mrican institutions: repackaging locally generated research 
for policy makers, making the findings widely available where the research was 
done, and using those findings as an advocacy tool to influence policy makers. 

SARA has been working with ERNWACA for four years. This year, at AFR/SD's 
request, SARA undertook an evaluation ofERNWACA's second phase, in a 
joint effort with IDRC. At the urging ofREDSO/WCA, SARA was teamed with 
IDRC to document and assess the ERNWACA presence and impact in the re
gion since the network was established, with IDRC funds, and initiated regional 
research, with REDSO and HHRAA funds. SARA provided Dr. Maurice 
Garnier, of Indiana University and Mr. Luc Gilbert, consultant; they collabo
rated with Mr. E. Compare of IDRC to develop a common methodology and to 
visit up to seven of the twelve ERNWACA countries. 

SARA organized a meeting in Washington among the AFR/SD education 
group, the Institute for International Research, ERNWACA evaluators Garnier 
and Gilbert, and the SARA education group to discuss next steps vis-a.-vis 
ERNWACA. The evaluators' key findings and recommendations were these: 

• ERNWACA is an active network. It fulfills a need expressed by the re
searchers, the national "structures" in charge of education, as well as 
international donors. 

• ERNWACA is a young network. It is not well known by the community 
of actors in the educational sector but it already has had a tangible im
pact. Researchers who are members of the network are solicited by 
various international donors such as USAID, ODA (British overseas 
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development agency), the World Bank, UNICEF, and CARE. The gov
ernments of Mali, Ghana, and Cameroon also seek their advice. 

• ERNWACA, from a regional perspective, is not a homogeneous entity. 
Some chapters are more active than others, especially in terms of re
search activities, policy dialogue, and fund raising. Recommendation: 
the secretariat should seek to stimulate less active chapters to follow the 
guidance of their more active colleagues. 

• ERNWACA, both at a national and regional level, does not have at its 
disposal all the essential tools to fulfill its mandate. The main weak
nesses of the network are: a) the lack of a strategic development plan; 
b) the lack of operational organizational components such as the Scien
tific Committee; c) the lack of management procedures such as ac
counting, personal policies, membership policies; d) the absence of 
funding mechanisms; e) the weaknesses of communications between 
chapters and the Regional Coordination. The evaluation team urged 
that each of these weaknesses be addressed. 

• The transnational agendas are useful tools for institutional reinforce
ment and they should not only be completed but their results also 
should be disseminated. 

The participants discussed the possible developments of USAID interventions 
for future support of the network and some of its activities but no concrete 
decisions were reached. As a first step in that direction, SARA organized at 
AFR/SD's request a second meeting in Washington, involving Sibry Tapsoba 
of IDRC and Richard Sack of the ADEA. 

5. Illustrative Results 

• Several ERNWACA chapters are now making good use of their SARA
supplied electronic connectivity. 

• ERNWACA plans to take its transnational research findings, imple
mented with technical support from SARA, to advocacy activities at the 
country level. 
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c. Nutrition 

SARA advisor: 

Ellen Piwoz, Academy for Educational Development 
. , " ) , .. ~ , 

Obj~~thes forFY97 

.: . Ill:r:;(i)naporationmth partner CAs and regional institutiolls, co.ntinue 
develop~g:and illlplemexltil1g;aetionplans aimeda1>ensuring research 

. :utmzation and;po,licY1prog~ impac~;.for ,each :acti'Vity. 

'. EXPlore:.~ewaWr~ach6~'for ~(;hie~ng ~~~ 'assessing 'impact (e~g., uti
, lize;;a::varletY'ofcllannels,;sucll;:as:thelnedia:, deVeloppolicyw1evel.adv<r 
cacy strategies, .1everageHHRAAWSARA;.foUow~up acti'Vities with other 
donors). " ", , . " , ' 

'. Dissemfuatethe mrigef;>fdocuments p~6duced,by HHRAA/SARA for 
nutrition>to datet including/the strategic framework on'~hi1d nutrition, 
improving Fee:dingJi}ractices','flu'41Ji,illurlSsand Convaiescence. Mal:nutrition 
and Child Mortaliiy Brochure, /Jesigti1.ng by DialrJguc, The Tri:met() 1t\tt, Facts 
for Feeding" an(i:othet:'lt¢l~V'.al:l;~mat~rimstjn~rica. 

• Conduct advocacy and dis.seminate irifomnation to support nutrition 
interventions inA:fnca. ,,:1' " 

• SupportAfricaninstitutionsland i~utriti€m networks, where apprppriate 
to improve nutrition policy and research. 

1. Issues Identification Process 

Strategic Framework for Child Nutrition 

The strategic framework for child nutrition was completed in FY95 and dis
seminated widely. Dissemination of the document continues on a per request 
basis and as part of a package of HHRAA-produced nutrition materials. 

Paper on Women's Nutrition 

Work was completed on the issues paper titled, The Time to Act: Women's Nutri

tion and its Consequences Jor Child Survival and &productive Health in Africa. This 
paper presents data. on malnutrition among women in Mrica, and identifies 
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entry points and policy arguments in favor of integrating women's nutrition 
improvement activities into child survival, reproductive health, family plan
ning, and HIV / AIDS programs. The paper is co-authored by Jean Baker, direc
tor of the LINKAGES Project, Luann Martin, also of LINKAGES, and Ellen 
Piwoz, SARA nutrition advisor. The paper, available in English and French, 
was disseminated widely in the U.S. and Africa. UNICEF recently distributed 
copies to its worldwide nutrition network. Multiple requests have come from 
the field, including requests from health workers in Mauritania, Ghana, and 
Tanzania. Findings from the paper (and the process used to prepare it) were 
used extensively in the Africa Bureau draft strategy on Improving Nutrition 

through Maternal and Child Health Programs, also prepared by SARA (described 
later). 

Designing by Dialogue 

The final version of Designing by Dialogue: A Program Planners' Guide to Consulta

tive Research for Improving Young Child Feeding, prepared by the Manoff Group 
and SARA, was produced and disseminated in July. A press release announcing 
its availability was distributed at the International Congress on Nutrition in 
Montreal, Canada, in July as well. Availability of the manual was also an
nounced via an e-note. Demand for this manual has been great, and it has 
already been used in a variety of activities. BASICS and the Manoff Group have 
used the manual extensively during their work in countries that are adapting 
the IMC! food box and working to improve nutrition counseling at the com
munity level (e.g., in Madagascar, Zambia, and Bolivia). The manual was re
cently used in the West Africa regional training on consultative research 
methods and the IMCI food-box adaptation, organized by BASICS, SARA/ 
SANA, ORANA, and WHO/AFRO and held in Dakar inJuly. The Social Sci
ence and Medicine Africa Network and Sustainable Approaches to Nutrition in 
Africa (SANA) have a developed a training guide and 15-day training course 
based on the manual. The course will be offered in Kenya in February 1998, 
with support from SANA. SARA is planning a targeted distribution of the 
manual because only 500 copies were produced in the first printing. Copies of 
the manual were distributed at UNICEF's regional meeting in Lesotho on Care 
and Nutrition, and have been mailed to key potential users in government, 
PVOs, universities/training programs, and in other African institutions that 
have been collaborating with HHRAA/SARA. The Manoff Group is distribut
ing copies of the manual to its colleagues. Other projects, such as LINKAGES 
and SANA, have purchased copies and plan to use or distribute the manual in 
the next several months. The French version of Designing by Dialogue will be 
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available in November 1997. BASICS is translating the manual into Spanish 
under the direction of the Manoff Group. 

Paper on Complementary Feeding 

The state-of-the-art paper on complementary feeding (Complementary Feeding of 

Young Children in Developing Countries: A Review of Current Scientific Knowledge) 

was finalized for WHO and UNICEF by SARA consultants, Dr. Ken Brown, Dr. 

Katherine Dewey, and Dr. Lindsay Allen. WHO expects to publish and dissemi

nate the paper as a book. 

Paper on the Cost-Effectiveness of Nutrition Communications 
Programs 

SARA consultant, Jay Ross, finished the SARA issues paper, The Cost-Effectiveness 
of Nutrition Communications Programs in West Africa, which summarizes the im
pact of a project in Mali, and describes issues related to measurement of its 
cost-effectiveness. The paper, which has an expanded summary in French, has 
provided useful information for HHRAA's continued advocacy efforts for nutri
tion in Mrica. The paper was disseminated to donor organizations, Mrican 
colleagues working in nutrition communications programs, and others who 
were interested in its approach to cost-effectiveness analysis. A summary of the 
paper was included in an upcoming BASICS publication on the lessons learned 
from AED's Nutrition Communications Project. 

Paper on Exclusive Breastfeeding 

SARA consultant, Altrena Mukuria, submitted a final draft of the paper on ex
clusive breastfeeding in the ECSA region. The paper, which describes the ob
stacles to optimal breastfeeding in early infancy in the region and provides 
recommendations for programs, currently is being reviewed for production 
and publication as a SARA issues paper. The paper will be available by the end 
of December 1997 and will be disseminated by the ECSA dissemination cen
ters, and possibly by IBF AN's regional office in Swaziland. 

Facts for Feeding Brochure 

In collaboration with LINKAGES, SARA nutrition advisor, Ellen Piwoz, pre
pared a four-page brochure called Facts for Feeding: Guidelines for Appropriate 
Complementary Feeding of Breastfed Children 6-24 Months of Age, which synthesizes 
the main recommendations of the state-of-the-art review on complementary 
feeding and information in Designing by Dialogue in a format that is meant to be 
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useful for program staff. The brochure includes brief background information 
on key issues and, in a two-page pullout, summarizes the main feeding prac
tices for children in this age group. The brochure was circulated to experts for 
feedback and a final version will be available in November 1997. The brochure 
is being translated into French by SARA and into Spanish by LINKAGES. Addi
tional brochures on facts for feeding non-breastfed children, and on appropri
ate food-preparation practices will be produced by LINKAGES and SARA next 
year. 

2. Research and Analysis 

Africa Bureau Strategy 

SARA nutrition advisor Ellen Piwoz and consultant Martita Marx assisted the 
Mrica Bureau in preparing a draft investment strategy titled, Improving Nutri

tion through Maternal and Child Health Programs: The Africa Bureau Strategy. Pre
paring the paper involved a series of key-informant interviews and group 
discussions at the Mrica Bureau with USAID technical staff, representatives 
from cooperating agencies working in reproductive health and child survival, 

and Mrican nutrition experts. 

The draft strategy synthesizes experiences from a wide variety of programs in 
Mrica and the results of recent reviews and strategy documents. It also ana
lyzes the constraints to improved nutrition programs and policies from 
USAID's and Mrican counterparts' points of view. The strategy recommends 
continuing to implement and document efforts to integrate the Minimum 
Package of nutrition interventions into child health programs (developed by 
BASICS); developing and implementing a Minimum Package of nutrition in
terventions for women's health (to be implemented through reproductive 
health and family planning programs); increasing support for human resource 
development and institutional capacity building in Mrica; and increasing advo
cacy within USAID and Mrican governments to insure that the role of nutrition 
in health and economic development is well understood and appreciated, and 
that financial support for nutrition from donors and governments is increased. 

Design Considerations for Studies of HW and BF 

In collaboration with LINKAGES, work began on a paper that analyzes consid
erations for designing and interpreting studies of HN and breastfeeding, with 
implications and recommendations for programs and policies in Mrica. This 
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paper is one of a series of technical activities being undertaken by LINKAGES, 
in coordination with UNICEF, WHO, and UNAIDS, to provide technical sup
port and improved understanding of issues related to mother-to-child transmis
sion of HIV, particularly through breastfeeding. LINKAGES hired consultant 
Beth Preble to review the literature, conduct key-informant interviews, and 

draft the paper. SARA nutrition advisor, Ellen Piwoz, is overseeing this work, 
with assistance from the SARA research manager, Duale Sambe, and other 

members of the Mrica Bureau Task Force on HIV and Breastfeeding. A first 

draft of the findings from this analytic activity will be ready in early December 
1997, and will be presented at the Mrica regional conference on HIV / AIDS in 
Abidjan. SARA and LINKAGES are also discussing plans for a pre-conference 
meeting in Abidjan, on HIV and breastfeeding, being organized by NARESA, 
the Network for AIDS research in East and Southern Mrica. 

3. Dissemination and Advocacy Activities 

Dissemination and Use of Existing Information, Analysis, and Tools 

SARA has continued to disseminate actively all of the papers, tools, and prod
ucts described above to continue the dialogue within USAID, cooperating 
agencies and projects, and Mrican institutions concerning the importance of 
nutrition to health and other programs. Each product described in this annual 
report has implemented a carefully thoughtout dissemination plan to ensure 
that 1) the message about the importance of nutrition for survival, health, and 
development is being heard; 2) the availability of tools for improved programs 
and policies is recognized; and 3) available tools are used for policy analysis, 
advocacy, and program development. 

HHRAA/SARA information has been used for a variety of purposes. For ex
ample, The Time to Act was used to formulate arguments for keeping women's 
nutrition on the agenda of reproductive health and family planning programs 
and to draft a minimum package of nutrition interventions for these programs. 
Facts for Feeding has been used to demonstrate to program managers that 
complementary feeding is not as complicated as it is frequently perceived to be, 
and that its guidelines can be used to streamline and focus messages. 

Information Dissemination and Advocacry with Missions and Donors 

HHRAA/SARA continued to provide technical information and advocacy to 
missions in support of nutrition, notably in Mali (where DHS data showed 
alarming declines in nutritional status), with REDSO/ESA's Greater Horn of 
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Mrica Initiative, and by working in collaboration with UNICEF's regional advi
sor for nutrition in East and Southern Mrica. 

Collaboration with BASICS and SANA 

The SARA nutrition advisor, Ellen Piwoz, has been collaborating very closely 
with BASICS this year, after joining that project's Nutrition Working Group 
and taking on responsibility for technical backstopping of the BASICS West 
Mrica regional advisor for nutrition, Dr. Serigne Diene. The work with BA
SICS complements activities being supported by SARA and SANA in West M
rica. For example, all three projects collaborated in developing and 
implementing the regional training course on consultative research for the 
IMCI food-box adaptation, implementing the regional nutrition training and 
research needs assessment, establishing the ORANA nutrition focal-point net
work, and developing regional activities on nutrition policy analysis and advo
cacy and community nutrition, which will be carried out in 1998. 
Furthermore, the SANA nutrition advisor for West Mrica, Lamine Thiam, 
works very closely with Dr. Diene on all the regional activities. 

In addition to technical support to SANA in West Mrica, SARA is collaborating 
with SANA initiatives in East and Southern Mrica, including the regional train
ing course with the Social Science and Medicine Mrica Network, the develop
ment of short courses at the University of the Western Cape, and work with the 
Network of Mrican Public Health Institutions. Furthermore, SANA regional 
advisor for East and Southern Mrica, Debbie Gachuhi, provided facilitation 
services at the ECSA dissemination meeting held in Harare in May 1997, sup
ported by SARA, and she is also working for SARA on other advocacy activities. 

Collaboration with Other Centrally Funded Projects 

Throughout the year, SARA collaborated closely and provided technical inputs 
on nutrition to several other USAID centrally funded projects. As noted previ
ously, SARA is collaborating closely with LINKAGES on several activities, in
cluding Facts/or Feeding and discussions on HIV and breastfeeding. SARA also 
is in close communication with LINKAGES on other issues related to their in
volvement in regional and country activities to improve breastfeeding, comple
mentary feeding, and women's nutrition in Mrica. 

The SARA nutrition advisor, Ellen Piwoz, is currently serving on the advisory 
board for the Johns Hopkins University Department ofInternational Health's 
multicountry intervention research project to improve complementary feeding 
practices, which is being carried out through a Cooperative Agreement with 
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the Global Bureau's PHN Center. She provided periodic technical assistance 
to the PVO Child Survival Support Project for review of proposals and detailed 
implementation plans for activities in Mrica. Collaboration with MACRO In
ternational on activities in Mali, and with OMNI on general issues related to 
nutrition in Mrica also continued in the last year. 

4. Capacity Building and Collaboration with Mriean Institutions 

ECSA and Dissemination Network and Centers 

SARA has continued to support dissemination and advocacy in the ECSA re
gion in a number of ways in this project year, which include providing nutri
tion information and supporting the region's dissemination centers, some of 
which have developed nutrition components. Tanzania Food & Nutrition Cen
tre (TFNC) is planning a policy seminar to discuss the effects of Tanzania's 
newly adopted nutrition agenda. The Ministry of Health in Malawi has devel
oped a bibliography of locally produced nutrition grey literature. With techni
cal assistance from SARA, the Child Health and Development Center in 
Uganda is exploring ways to disseminate nutrition information to local policy 
makers. 

In addition, although the subcontract with the Commonwealth Regional 
Health Community Secretariat (CRHCS-ECSA) ended in March of this year, 
SARA has maintained relationships with this organization and has met with the 
reproductive health advisor on several occasions to discuss ideas and opportu
nities to further the agenda related to women's nutrition and reproductive 
health in the region. 

Other Institutions and Networks in East and Southern Africa 

As noted above, SARA is working with several Mrican institutions and networks 
in collaboration with the Sustainable Approaches to Nutrition in Mrica 
(SANA) Project. These include technical and other support to the Network of 
Mrican Public Health Institutions (NAPHI), the Social Science and Medicine 
Mrica Network (SOMANET), the University of the Western Cape, and the Nu
trition Training and Research Improvement Network for East and Southern 
Mrica (NUTRINET). Some highlights from these activities are listed below: 

• Twenty-one Mricans were trained in consultative research methods and 
the IMCI food-box adaptation process (in collaboration with BASICS, 
SANA, WHO/AFRO); 
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• Twelve Mricans were trained in the program constraints assessment and 
project mapping methodologies for identifying nutrition training and 
research needs (in collaboration with SANA and the Network of Mrican 
Public Health Institutions); 

• Seven Mricans participated in the curriculum writing workshop for 
Designing by Dialogue (in collaboration with SANA and the Social Sci
ence and Medicine Mrica Network); and 

• Nine Mricans participated in the ORANA focal-point network meeting 
and follow-up activities in West Mrica (in collaboration with BASICS, 
SANA). 

ORANA 

SARA has provided advice on strategic planning for the revitalization of 
ORANA, the Nutrition Research Institute for West Mrica, based in Dakar. This 
support has included participating in regional meetings and, in collaboration 
with SANA, implementing a regional assessment of research and training pri
orities. ORANA recently received Advisory Board approval to hire two full

time, professional staff (a nutritionist and an epidemiologist) to assist with 
implementing planned activities in West Mrica. 

5. lliustrative Results 

• Women's nutrition is part of US AID's LINKAGES Project and the new 
maternal health strategy, at least in part due to the process, production, 
and dissemination of The Time to Act. 

• Constraints to effective nutrition programming in Africa have been 
documented and used to formulate the Mrica Bureau's draft nutrition 
strategy and guide investment decisions. 

• Key nutrition issues, such as the role of malnutrition in child mortality, 
have been brought to the attention of the Mrica Bureau and other deci
sion makers who have included nutrition as part of child survival pro
grams in at least five Mrican countries. 

• The Designing by Dialogue approach has been used to improve programs 
in at least four Mrican countries. 
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6. Next Steps 

• Finalize Africa Nutrition Strategy. 

• Finalize papers on exclusive breastfeeding and on considerations for 
designing and interpreting HIV and breastfeeding. 

• Finalize the French versions of Designing by Dialogue and Facts for Feeding. 

• Initiate work on Facts for Feeding Non-breastfed Children and appropriate 
food preparation practices. 

• Continue support to African institutions and networks involved in pro
gram-related nutrition research, training, information dissemination, 
and advocacy. 

• Continue collaborating with BASICS, SANA, LINKAGES, and other 
projects. 

• Continue collaborating with the Greater Horn of Africa Initiative. 

• Continue developing a regional training course on nutrition policy 
analysis and advocacy using PROFILES. 
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D. Population/Reproductive Health/Maternal Health 

SARA advisors: 
Rhonda Smith, Population Reference Bureau 

Lalla Toure, Morehouse School of Medicine 

Renuka Bery, Academy for Educational Development 

May Post, Tulane University 

'. ' In collabl.mltion:~itl~ patmb~cAs and ~egionaH:nsti'ttitio:ns. ccmtintte 
developing and impiemelltingfocusedaction, plans ,aimed at ensuring 
research utiliutiomandpoliCYfprogralll impacts. . 

:. Provide technicaLassistanc~toAfncan institutiocl in'illlPlem~~ti~g 
;approved reseaf:ch~' analysis. and advocacYactiv!ties. . 

: ~: ,';" .' >c ' 

,,+ . Explore new approaches for achieving andassessingiimpacts· (e~g:.' uti~ 
liie,avarietjorcluinnels such;asthe media; develop polic~level advo-
cacy strategies, leverage HHRAAISARA f()llo~",up activities wiith, other 
donors). 

; <d':~' " 
•• Documentand disseminateHBRAA/SARt(!s:uccesses an.d lessons 

'learned within USAIDa:nd 'to thebfuaderd,6nor community. 

1. bsuesldentification 

Developing the Africa Bureau's Strategic Plan and Results Frame
work for Reproductive Health 

SARA staff played a prominent role in helping SD to develop its results frame
work and strategic plan (FY 1998 - 2003) for family planning and maternal 
health. Specifically, SARA staff (Renu Bery, May Post, Rhonda Smith, and 
Lalla Toure) provided significant technical and strategic planning expertise in 
the design of the framework's rationale, objectives, results, and illustrative ac
tivities. Areas of focus included: 

• Emergency obstetric care, 
• Underserved groups (adolescents, males, and urban populations), 
• Integration of STIIHIV I AIDS and FP IMCH services, 
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• Empowering women, and 
• Improving the enabling environment to design, implement, and evaluate 

services. 

Focused Action Plans for Achieving Impacts 

SARA staff has continued to work closely with AFR/SD on the development of 

their Population and Reproductive Health Action Plans for Achieving Impact, which 

covers the remainder of the project. The population core group held several 
meetings to develop focused action plans in the areas of: 

• Adolescent reproductive health, 

• Urban family planning, 
• Emergency maternal services, and 
• Post-abortion family planning services. 

The group is in the process of updating and expanding each plan to include 
priority issues, expected outcomes/results, measurement indicators, and a de
tailed list of dissemination and advocacy activities for selected audiences. 
These workplans incorporate potential spokespersons or policy champions 
who will be enlisted to assist with dissemination activities, persons responsible 
for each action, and a timeframe. 

Maternal Mortality 

SARA staff has made a significant contribution to obtaining support for mater
nal health in the Africa Bureau's five-year strategic plan. This achievement was 
accompanied by an AFR/SD commitment of funds for research and analysis in 
this area. The focus is primarily on emergency obstetric care (EOC) , but will 
include other activities encompassing the broader essential care program. Ac
tivities underway for the emergency maternal care action plan include: a 
PowerPoint (computer graphic) presentation on emergency maternal service 
needs and policy actions to be used for a variety of policy audiences, and mul
tiple correspondences with REDSO/WCA and the Commonwealth Regional 
Health Community Secretariat (CRHCS) to coordinate activities in this area. 

Male Involvement in Reproductive Health 

In 1995, SARA convinced the Francophone Reproductive Health Research 
Network (RHN) to hold its annual scientific meeting on male involvement in 
Dakar, Senegal. The meeting was so successful in generating interest that the 
Network decided on its own to repeat the topic in the following annual meet-
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ing (November 1996, in Brazzaville) using funds secured from the Rockefeller 

Foundation. Lalla Toure attended that meeting in Brazzaville, which brought 

together about 26 participants from ten countries. Several experts made compel
ling presentations on different topics related to male involvement in RH, fol

lowed by lively discussions. All speakers demonstrated how culture, tradition, and 
religion are very important elements to consider when dealing with gender issues 
and family planning, and how sociological research to understand tradition and 
culture prior to the design of new family planning program components is essen
tial for success. 

Following the meeting, the RHN placed male involvement on its priority 
agenda. The Network is now planning a multicenter, multicountry study on 
male involvement in reproductive health. 

2. Research and Analysis 

Issues Paper on Emergency Obstetric Care (EOC) 

To stimulate interest in adding maternal health as a priority issue in the AFR/ 
SD strategic plan, Dr. May Post prepared an issues paper titled, Preventing Ma
ternal Mortality through Emergency Obstetric Gare (EOG). The paper is an excellent 
summary of what is currently known about the magnitude of the problem in 
sub-Saharan Mrica, and draws on experiences and best practices from the M
rica, Asia, and Latin America regions. Most notable is a research summary on 
barriers to timely EOC and factors influencing decisions to seek care under 
emergency conditions. Several of the paper's recommendations will be incor

porated into AFR/SD's new seven-year strategic plan. 

Research on Promoting EOC Practices in Francophone West Africa 

SARA is giving technical support to Centre de Formation et de Recherche en 
Sante de la Reproduction (CEFOREP) in developing a research study of emer
gency obstetric care programs in three West Mrican countries-Benin, Mali, 
and Senegal. The goal of this initiative is to contribute to the body of knowl
edge on the reduction of maternal mortality and morbidity through improved 
quality of and community access to emergency obstetric services. Specifically, 
the study is designed to assess existing programs and lessons learned in both 
facility-based and community-based service models. 

CEFOREP will coordinate the study, which will be funded by SARA. The meth
odologies and approach used will mirror a similar effort being planned by 
MotherCare for Anglophone Mrica. The plan is to join forces with several 
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initiatives in West Mrica to undertake some evidence-based advocacy activities at 
the regional and country levels. 

The Formulation of Reproductive Health Policies and Programs Post
Cairo: A Review of Country Reproductive Health Policies and their 
Implementation 

SARA is playing facilitating and technical roles in promoting a post-Cairo as

sessment of reproductive health policies and programs in West Mrica through 

the Reproductive Health Research Network (RHN) in Francophone Mrica. 
The objectives of the assessment are to understand the processes that countries 
have undertaken to improve reproductive health policies and programs, sum
marize their experiences with policy development and implementation, and 
draw conclusions regarding future policy development needs. The assessment 
will be conducted in collaboration with the PHN Center's POLICY Project 
(The Futures Group) in five West Mrican countries. SARA was instrumental in 
bringing Professor Rene Perrin, the current RHN chairman, to Washington to 
meet with SARA and Futures Group staff. Three additional study components 
are under discussion: (1) a compilation of West Mrican reproductive health 
research; (2) an analysis of priority research needs in the context of the cur
rent reproductive health environments in selected countries; and (3) an exten
sive effort to improve the dissemination of relevant research from West Mrica 
via print and electronic channels. 

3. Dissemination and Advocacy 

Reaching Underserved Groups: Adolescents in Francophone Africa 

In 1995, the Center for Applied Research on Population and Development 
(CERPOD), with technical assistance from SARA, completed an 18-month 
study on the tendencies and determinants of adolescent reproductive health 
behavior in the Sahel. The study is composed of two components: quantitative 
research consisting of a secondary data analysis of DRS data in four countries 
(Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, and Senegal); and qualitative data gathering using 
focus group exercises and key informant interviews in Burkina Faso, Niger, and 
Mali. The study culminated in an innovative, multidisciplinary workshop at
tended by statisticians, sociologists, family planning directors (public and pri
vate sector) ,journalists, and other officials representing reproductive health 
programs for adolescents. Participants (representing core working groups 
from each country) reached a consensus regarding the study'S policy and pro
gram implications, and developed preliminary, country-specific advocacy plans. 
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To maintain the initial momentum of these efforts, CERPOD followed up with a 
variety of activities in 1996 including the production of a summary booklet for 
policy audiences entitled, Youth in Danger (Les Jeunes en Danger). Unlike most re
search documents, Youth in Danger uses a highly original format that mixes quan
titative data with qualitative information, newspaper articles, cartoons, graphics, 

and boxed "questions for reflection." 

Over this reporting period, CERPOD has continued to provide technical assis
tance and mobilize additional resources to support country-level advocacy ac
tivities, and develop an extensive dissemination strategy that includes: 

• Expanding the plans of each country core group for disseminating the 
booklet locally, 

• Bringing adolescent reproductive health to the attention of local radio 
and print journalists through a workshop for editors and health profes
sionals, 

• Conducting a regional advocacy workshop using adolescent reproduc
tive health as the focus topic, and 

• Collaborating with country core groups to plan and conduct intensive 
local dissemination and advocacy campaigns. 

For example, the core groups in each country took the lead in distributing 
Youth in Danger, with CERPOD targeting the Mrica donor and CA communi
ties. The effort has paid off. The booklet's reception has been extraordinary 
and has broken all of CERPOD's records for requested materials. Due to high 
demand for the original 3,000 copies, a reprint run of 10,000 more is in pro
cess. This high demand demonstrates the importance of mixed formats using 
simple, accessible language for a variety of audiences. 

CERPOD provided advocacy training for members of each country's working 
group and for its own staff to augment their current adolescent reproductive 
health activities. To put the training to the test, the Burkina Faso country team 
and CERPOD staff Sie Offi Some, Mamadou Konate, and Mohamadou Gueye 
planned and conducted a week-long advocacy extravaganza on adolescent re
productive health with assistance from SARA/ ACI consultant, Gary Engelberg. 
Over 100 youth participated in the "Semaine Nationale de Dissemination," 
bringing their perspectives and solutions to the reproductive health problems 
facing young adults in Burkina Faso. Held in Bobo-Dioulasso, the campaign 
consisted of a wide range of dissemination and advocacy activities, from semi-
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nars and roundtable discussions with influential leaders, to cultural activities and 
video presentations by local youth organizations for the general public. The 
event generated interest both locally and nationally with daily press and radio 
stories and in-depth television coverage. 

CERPOD staff and Gary Engelberg are working on planning a similar effort to 

be conducted by the Mali core group. The Niger core team is looking for 

funding to carry out similar activities, with CERPOD assistance. In Senegal, 

Group pour l'Etude et l'Enseignement de la Population (GEEP) has submitted 

a proposal for CERPOD support to carry out country-wide dissemination activi

ties through the school-based youth clubs that GEEP organizes. 

To date, CERPOD's new approach has resulted in increased funding for follow
up activities from USAID's regional program, the addition of reproductive 
health to NGOs' youth programs in Burkina, and an increase in both the qual
ity and quantity of media coverage on adolescent reproductive health through
out the Sahel. 

Reaching Underseroed Groups: Adolescents in Anglophone Africa 

SARA provided technical and financial assistance to the Commonwealth Re
gional Health Community Secretariat (CRHCS)/East, Central and Southern 
Africa (ECSA) to repackage and produce information from a multi country 
study entitled, The Effects of Intervention Strategies on Selected Aspects of Teenage Re
productive Health in East, Central, and Southern Africa, that was coordinated by the 
CRHCS with funding from the Rockefeller Foundation. A booklet summariz
ing the study and focusing on policy implications of the findings was produced 
and disseminated with SARA support by CRHCS for three countries: Tanzania, 
Uganda, Zimbabwe. CRHCS disseminated the booklets through the SARA
supported dissemination centers. AMREF /Uganda found the booklet particu
larly relevant and requested an additional 100 copies to use in its adolescent 
reproductive health programs. 

With support from SARA, CRHCS sent Dr. Wangoi Njau to present and distrib
ute these booklets at the Adolescent Health Conference held in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia in January. SARA reproductive health advisor, Lalla Toun~ repre
sented SARA at this conference. Dr. Toure served as an advisor to the Center 
for Development and Population Activities (CEDPA) in developing the confer
ence agenda and topics. She chaired several Francophone sessions and was 
particularly instrumental during the conference in ensuring that the perspec
tives and voices from Francophone African countries were heard. 
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Postabortion Care 

SARA continued to support AFR/SD's efforts in postabortion care during this 
project year. The population core group met with REDSO/ESA advisor, 

Michelle Folsom, and the POLICY Project's Susan Settergren to discuss 

postabortion care strategies for Mrica. This included a lengthy discussion on 
dissemination and advocacy issues, comments on the brochure being produced 
and efforts to link them with the SARA-funded dissemination centers in the 
ECSA region. Mter seeing the play on the consequences of unsafe abortion, 
sponsored by the Zimbabwe dissemination center, REDSO/ESA, POLICY, and 
SARA have been discussing ways to move this activity forward together. 

CRHCS has continued to distribute the policy booklet Addressing the Complica
tions of Unsafe Abortion during this project year. In fact, by March, when the 
project ended its subcontract with CRBCS, over 60 questionnaires were re
turned asking for more copies and indicating that the booklet was useful for 
program planning, training, and reference. Policy seminars organized by the 
dissemination centers also have helped to promote postabortion care issues in 
the East and Southern Mrica regions (see Dissemination and Advocacy sec
tion). 

Emergency Obstetric Care (EO C) Including Postabortion Care 

SARA andJHPIEGO staff participated in a technical committee meeting held 
in April in AbidJan, Cote d'Ivoire by the Family Health and AIDS Project 
(SFPS) training division as a follow up to the regional reproductive health fo
rum for Francophone Mrica held last year in Ouagadougou. SARA staff orga
nized a day-long discussion on issues and prospects for improving emergency 
obstetric care (EOC) in the region, and solicited inputs from Mrican experts 
on developing an appropriate strategy for a regional action plan. Forty offi
cials attended the meeting, including obstetrics chiefs of the major hospitals in 
West and Central Mrica, the head of the Society of Mrican Gynecologists and 
Obstetricians (SAGO), the head of the Reproductive Health Research Net
work, and reproductive health experts from ten countries (Mali, Senegal, 
Burkina Faso, Guinea, Benin, Morocco, Cameroon, Togo, Cote D'Ivoire, and 
Niger). Representatives from UNFPA, INTRAH, and CAFS Lome also at
tended the meeting. 

The group agreed on the importance of focusing on EOC as a way to reduce 
maternal mortality. UNICEF presented its experience with EOC in six coun
tries. Other participants presented case studies on best practices in Mali, 
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Senegal, Cameroon, Benin, and Cote d'Ivoire. As a result of having participated 
in the meeting, SARA was asked to conduct an analysis of best EOC practices in 
three countries: Benin, Mali, and Senegal. The Centre de Formation et de Re
cherche en Sante de la Reproduction (CEFOREP) coordinator, based in Dakar, 
expressed interest in coordinating this activity and sent a proposal to SARA 

which is currently under review (see above - Research and Analysis). 

Male Involvement in Reproductive Health 

In collaboration withjHU/PCS and IPPF, HHRAA/SARA co-sponsored an Afri
can regional conference for Anglophone Africa on Men ~ Participation in Repro
ductive Health, in Harare, Zimbabwe, December 1-6, 1996. Sixty-six participants 
representing 15 sub-Saharan African countries took part in the conference. The 
conference agenda highlighted the critical role men play in reproductive health 
and in preventing transmission of HIV / AIDS/STls. Presentations and activities 
focused on setting priorities and promoting awareness of the need to increase 
men's participation in reproductive health by building upon ongoing programs 
related to men's participation, rather than the development of a new agenda of 
activities. 

While the Anglophone workshop follow-up activities are being implemented, 
SARA and JHU /PCS are using the model to plan for a regional workshop in 
Francophone Africa to be held in March 1998. Several donors have agreed to 
support this workshop, including, Association for Voluntary and Safe Contra
ception (AVSC) , INTRAH, Population Council and the Family Health and 
AIDS Project (SFPS). 

Promotion of Key Issues at the SAGO Conference 

SARA sponsored several participants, including CERPOD researcher, 
Mouhamadou Gueye, to attend the Society of African Obstetricians and Gyne
cologists (SAGO) 4th Congress. SARA staff member, Lalla Toure, attended the 
meeting. This biannual scientific meeting of SAGO brought together 340 ob
stetricians, gynecologists, midwives, and medical students, as well as many do
nor and CA representatives, including the REDSO/WCA, Family Health and 
AIDS Prevention Project (SFPS), jHPIEGO,johns Hopkins University (JHU) , 
Family Health International (FHI) , WHO, UNFPA, and the Centre National de 
Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) /France. The principal theme, Prevention in 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, emphasized the role of the obstetrician/ gynecolo
gist societies in prevention. 
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SARA took the opportunity to disseminate materials and present the findings of 
two studies: Youth in Danger, presented by Mohamadou Gueye from CERPOD; 

and the Consequences of Unsafe Abortion (based on a study from East Mrica by 
SARA/JHPIEGO/IPAS), presented by Lalla Toure. The latter focused on how 
research results could be translated into action. Both presentations were well 
received, and recommendations were made to develop a postabortion care ac
tion plan during the meeting of the technical committee of the SFPS reproduc
tive health forum. (See above section on post-abortion care.) 

At the end of the Congress, SAGO members formulated a declaration that in

cluded promoting information and education for preadolescents; increasing 

emphasis on decreasing maternal morbidity and reducing maternal mortality 
through better prenatal care, educating pregnant women, adequately manag
ing delivery, improving postabortion care, improving surveillance and treat
ment of HIV+ pregnant women by SAGO local chapters; improving family 
planning communication and education by taking ethno-cultural perceptions 
into account; and increasing male involvement in family planning. 

Professor Boniface Nasah, the newly elected SAGO president, is committed to 
involving midwives more closely in SAGO's actions and in taking a more proac
tive approach in ensuring that SAGO studies are translated into action. A con

cept paper has been submitted to SARA and SFPS for their assistance in 
achieving these goals. 

WHO Workshop on Adolescent Reproductive Health 

SARA sponsored Mouhamadou Gueye and Mamadou Konate to attend the 
WHO workshop on adolescent reproductive health in Abidjan, December 
1996. Mr. Konate made a presentation on qualitative data collection and the 
use of research results. Lalla Toure attended the last day of the workshop and 
took part in a panel presentation on disseminating research findings. At the 
end of the workshop, participants drafted a protocol for a research/action plan 
to move adolescent reproductive health forward in their countries. Each coun
try team emphasized advocacy as a strong component of their planned action. 
SARA has been asked specifically to help implement the action plans through 
advocacy training. WHO has expressed its intention to enhance a regional 
workshop on advocacy by adding training on how to move from advocacy to 
implementing action plans. 

As a direct result of these meetings, Lalla Toure has received several letters re
questing SARA assistance for advocacy training. Requests received to date are 
from the National Reproductive Health/Family Planning Office in the Ministry 
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of Health in Cote d'Ivoire; the USAID Office in Bamako on behalf of the Mali 
Office of the Cooperative League of the USA, which is prepared to offer advo
cacy training for its NGO partners in Mali; the International Planned Parent
hood Federation's Mrica Region Office in Nairobi; and the WHO office in 
Yaounde. 

4. Capacity Building and Collaboration with Mrican Institutions 

AdvocaL)' Training 

As part of its effort to build Mrican institutions' capacity in linking research to 
action, Lalla Toure and ACI's Lillian Baer and Barky Diallo conducted a five
day advocacy training workshop with a focus on adolescent reproductive health 
in Bamako, Mali. The workshop was well attended by 35 participants from 
CERPOD; local chapters of the Mrican Reproductive Health Network in 
Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cote d'Ivoire, Guinea, Niger, Mali, and Senegal; and 
representatives from the Population Council in Dakar and USAID/Bamako. 

The workshop opened with an initial exchange of experiences on adolescent 
research and program initiatives. CERPOD presented Les Jeunes en Danger and 
findings from its adolescent study, followed by research presentations from 
each of the seven countries. Workshop activities included identifYing advocacy 
goals, objectives, audiences, and solutions through interactive country-specific 
exercises. 

The training generated great enthusiasm among participants, and significant 
curiosity and interest from the local media (national television, radio, and 
newspapers). Overall, the reactions underscore how eager researchers and 
program managers are to learn this new "proactive" communication technique, 
and how much HHRAA/SARA and others interested in bridging the research
to-policy gap have to do to satisfy the growing demand. One important benefit 
from this training was building capacity among CERPOD staff, who are posi
tioned to provide support for advocacy planning throughout the region. 

Mobilizing the Mass Media on HWj AIDS and Adolescents 

CERPOD conducted a seminar for fifteen senior-level print and radio journal
ists and health staff from five countries (Burkina Faso, Cote d'Ivoire, Mali, 
Mauritania, and Senegal) in Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire -the second in a series 
under a special HHRAA/SARA-funded media project entitled, 
Pop'MediMrique. The seminars are designed to create a setting where high
level journalists and health professionals can discuss selected health issues and 
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strengthen their working relationships. The theme of the seminar, Improving 

HIV/AIDS Coverage, focused on developing more effective media strategies to 
engage civil society in responding to the disease and to effect change in public 
policy and legislation that support programs. Staff from CERPOD conducted the 
seminar, with technical assistance from Victoria Ebin of the Population Refer
ence Bureau and Gary Engelberg of ACI. 

Other activities in the project include the production oflocal print and radio 
stories on selected health issues, a media handbook on reproductive health, 
and compilations of the best news coverage for distribution to policy audiences 

throughout the region. The initiative has three unique elements new to the 
region: (1) a focus on working with senior-level, "gatekeeper" print and radio 
editors, (2) the participation oflocal health officials at journalist seminars, and 
(3) the promotion of South-to-South exchanges between high-level journalists 
and researchers. 

Workshop formats have been based on a new, interactive approach. At the 
recent seminar, participants were encouraged to describe their experiences 
with HIV / AIDS and to place the person rather than the virus at the center of 

the analysis. These sessions were crucial in helping participants to become 

personally involved in the issue and to foster a sense of personal, as well as pro

fessional, responsibility. Highlights from the event included testimonies from 
two persons with HIV / AIDS who participated in the entire seminar. These 
HIV+ individuals had both founded NGOs for persons with HIV / AIDS in Cote 
d'Ivoire. Introduced only as representatives of NGOs, they eventually talked of 
their HIV status, their experience of learning they had the virus, and their ex
periences with the media (both good and bad) and its powerful effect on pub
lic opinion and public policy. For most journalists, it was the first time they 
were in prolonged contact with someone living with the virus and several indi
cated that the presence of these two people marked the beginning of a change 
in their attitude to the epidemic and the influence of the media. 

Since the project was launched in 1996, activities have led to a number of results. 
Following the first seminar on adolescent reproductive health,journalists pro
duced multiple print and broadcast stories that presented regional research find
ings, as well as illustrations of program implications using local examples. Of 
particular note are improvements in both the media content and investigative 
process: each article and broadcast reflects data-based information and increased 
collaboration with local health officials. Additional spin-offs include requests 
from a variety of social sectors to increase coverage, and visibility, of other criti
cal development topics. Mter the publication of his first extensive print supple-
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ment on adolescent reproductive health, the Secretary of State on Women asked 
Yedali Fall of L'Eveil Hebdo in Mauritania to cover all seminars on women's is
sues, while UNFPA asked him to produce a special series on the education of 
girls. 

Over the next year, the Pop'MediAfrique team will search for results in other 

areas through: 

• Interviewing policymakers to determine the impact of print supple
ments, broadcasts, and booklets the initiative will produce, 

+ Assessing the impact of publications in terms of editorials and articles 
and requests for information from contributing organizations, and 

+ Documenting evidence of increased dialogue among senior journalists, 
and among in-country journalists and regional news agencies. 

5. Illustrative Results 

+ Male involvement in reproductive health was added as a priority issue 
on the Francophone Africa Reproductive Health Research Network 
agenda, which now includes the development of a multicenter study on 
the male's role in reproductive health (a direct result of SARA staffs 
presentations and advocacy with the Network over the last two years). 

+ The Reproductive Health Research Network was revitalized and coordi
nated efforts on male involvement and adolescent research and advo
cacy. 

+ Donor consensus and financial support increased for a Francophone 
conference on Men's Participation in Reproductive Health scheduled 
for March, 1998. SARA played a role in bringing donors together to 

focus on this issue during the 1997 Anglophone conference. 

+ Maternal mortality is now included as a priority issue on the Africa 
Bureau's agenda. 

+ Policy and program implications of the Sahel adolescent study were 
identified during a special SARA-sponsored session at the SAGO 4th 

Congress. 

+ The Burkina Faso core working group for adolescent reproductive 
health, with support from CERPOD and SARA/ ACI, identified solu
tions to problems generated by CERPOD's study findings. 
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• CERPOD has adopted a new, proactive approach to reaching policy mak
ers in the Sahel. 

• CERPOD has improved capacity to disseminate information and to pro
mote data use to affect program and policy decisions. 

• Regional researchers and program officials in Francophone West Africa 
were trained in advocacy. 

• New strategies introduced for mobilizing the mass media in 
Francophone West Africa with an increase in both the quantity and 
quality of media coverage on reproductive health issues. 

• Technical knowledge of ten print and broadcast editors-in-chief in se
lected reproductive health issues increased in HIV / AIDS and adoles
cent reproductive health issues. Journalists have strengthened their 
relationships with local health officials and regional research institu
tions. 

• REDSO /ESA began an initiative on urban family planning in the ECSA 
region and have begun coordinating with other CAs working in the 
region such as SEATS, FOCUS and Pathfinder. 

6. Next Steps 

SARA will continue assisting the HHRAA staff in developing and implementing 
their seven-year strategic plan for the new results framework and their focused 
action plans for achieving impacts. Anticipated activities for the coming year 

include: 

• Collaborating with the POLICY Project to support the Reproductive 
Health Research Network's effort to assess, document, and disseminate 
post-ICPD experiences with reproductive health policies and programs 
in five African countries. 

• Expanding the new maternal health initiative by providing technical 
and financal support to CEFOREP for research, analysis, and advocacy 
on emergency obstetric care programs. 

• Continuing support to CERPOD and West Africa media outlets to im
prove the quality and quantity of media coverage on selected reproduc
tive health and women's issues. 
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• Working with CERPOD to conduct national dissemination and advocacy 
campaigns for adolescent reproductive health issues in Mali and Senegal. 

• Building partnerships to define and promote new strategies for empower
ing women, i.e. increasing knowledge of the magnitude and conse
quences of sexual abuse, coercion, male dominance, female genital 

mutilation, and other harmful practices; and removing regulations 

negatively affecting women's empowerment. 

• Concentrating on increasing collaboration with Mrican professional 
networks and other policy audiences to ensure that more attention is 
given to addressing the priority reproductive health and maternal issues 
that are incorporated in the AFR/SD Strategic Plan for FY 1998 - 2003. 
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Sustainability and Financing 

SARA Advisors: 
Dana Faulkner, Porter Novelli 

Suzanne Prysor:Jones, Academy for Educational Development 

ObjectiYes fQr iEY97 

• In collaboration with partner CAs 'and regional institutions, continue 
developing and implementing actio~plansforeach<activityaimed at 
ensurhlg research utilization andpplicy I pfogramilllpacts. 

• Explore new approaches fOf achieVing andiass~ssing impac{(e.g.'r,uti~ 
lizea variety of channels such as themedia.~d~yeloppoliey4evel advo
cacy strategies. 'leverage HHRAl\/SARAfoUow-upiactiVitiesmthother 
d<)llors). 

, ' 

• AssistHHRAA to move agenda forward,through a V'anety:of ad,vocacy 
and disseminadonactivities. ' .. , 

'. Continue active dissemination efforts' for ,materialsfroni HSFand,DDM 
projects. 

• Promote integration of HHRAAifindings intoMi~~I()ti<and 'REDSO pro
, gram design; donor:activities;. 

1. Issues Identification 

SARA has participated in working group meetings to operationalize activities 
based on the issues identification exercises undertaken and facilitated by SARA 

in 1996. 

As some HHRAA-funded 1994-96 activities have come to fruition, discussion of 
next steps has been undertaken, which has led to identifying some new activi
ties that build on case studies and help to bring information gathered to deci
sion makers. The areas of particular interest for further development are 
public-private partnership and equity. Recommendations include menu-of
options-type documents on key issues, such as public-private partnerships and 
methods for protecting the poor. 
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Support for Developing a Strategic Framework for Family Planning 
Financing 

Staff from FHI and the HHRAA project met with members of the technical 
advisory group (TAG) established to assist with developing a strategic frame
work for family planning finance in sub-Saharan Africa; FHI is writing this 

document, funded by HHRAA. The meeting was held at AED with support 

from SARA. 

Prior to the meeting, FHI staff sent the TAG an annotated outline and drafts of 
three chapters of the strategic framework report. The chapters covered the 
following issues: the gap between needs and resources for family planning in 
sub-Saharan Africa; charging for family planning services; and commercial sec
tor participation in family planning service provision. A fourth chapter-on 
options for reducing family planning service costs-will be sent for review 
shortly. 

A number of suggestions were made for improving the document: justifying 
the consideration of family planning service finance issues as separate from the 
broader range of reproductive health program components and the health 
system in general; addressing public finance arguments; calling for research to 
assess changes in the amount or distribution of government expenditure fol
lowing a withdrawal or infusion of donor funds; calling for research to assess 
the functional distribution of donor expenditure on family planning; address
ing differences between East and West Africa and among individual countries; 
and addressing gender differentials that affect the impact of different financing 
options. FHI staff are now incorporating these recommendations. 

2. Research and Analysis 

Developing a Marketing Strategy Tool for Health Facilities 

SARA supported the participation of Dana Faulkner of Porter/Novelli on a 
joint assignment with Michele Teitlebaum of the PHR project (Abt Associates) 
to Arusha, Tanzania, in April. This trip was at the request of Dan Kraushaar of 
REDSO /ESA to assess the marketing needs for Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Tanzania (ELCT) hospitals for developing community-based health funds 
(managed-care funds). This trip was part of a REDSO effort to develop guide
lines and a training protocol for developing managed-care plans and other 
innovative financing schemes in East and Southern Africa. 
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The SARA and Abt consultants met with Dr. Mark Bura, health director for 

ELCT in Arusha, then traveled to Machame Hospital in Moshi and Karatou 
Hospital in Karatou. There is a "big picture" concern regarding establishing a 

scheme that ties the community's available discretionary income for health to 

using the curative-care sector and specifically to Machame Hospital. It appears 
to be more useful to "reason up" from the needs and constraints of local condi
tions and market needs and design a scheme to address those needs-rather 
than attempting to import American concepts of managed care and the con
comitant issues. Similarly, it may be helpful to break down the proposed prod
uct into separate components (such as prepayment of care, community-based 
risk pooling, management of utilization, and disease prevention services) 
rather than solely considering them as a package as in the American model. 

3. Dissemination and Advocacy 

This year saw the continued dissemination of 22 Policy Questions about Health 
Care Financing in Africa. The dissemination centers in ESA each received addi
tional copies to distribute. SARA reprinted an additional 500 copies of the 
folder. All the English copies had been distributed, so more were photocopied 

to provide HHRAA with the requested numbers. 

Dan Kraushaar drafted a HHRAA Highlight on the networking activities he has 
initiated in the ESA region. This piece is being rewritten as an advocacy piece. 

Conference on Cost Sharing in the Social Sectors 

SARA sponsored the participation of 19 Mricans at the Forum on Cost Sharing 
in the Social Sectors, sponsored by the World Bank and UNICEF inJune in 
Addis Ababa. The Forum's purpose was to build consensus on policy principles 
relating to cost sharing in the social sectors and to develop practical guidelines 
for implementing cost-sharing principles in education and health. Country 
case studies provided the basis for discussion. SARA-funded delegates came 
from Benin, Cameroon, Cote d'Ivoire, Ghana (2), Guinea (2), Malawi (3), 
Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal (3), Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 

4. Capacity Building and Collaboration with Mrican Institutions 

SARA staff have participated in a number of meetings with HHRAA, Global 
Bureau, and PHR staff to discuss opportunities and mechanisms for USAID
funded projects to work with Mrican institutions on health financing issues. 
The PHR Project has been open to taking advantage of opportunities for this, 
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and is now working closely with CESAG on a hospital information system study, 
as well as exploring other possible partnerships. 

SARA discussed with REDSO /ESA the idea of developing a training course to 
teach consultants the art of consulting, in this case for health financing. The 
course was ultimately carried out by REDSO staff without SARA assistance. 

5. illustrative Results 

• The recommendations from the SARA-funded workshop held by 
CESAG in 1996, are now being reflected in the health economics mas
ters degree course outline that has been developed by CESAG and its 
partners this year. 

• A solid partnership is being built between PHR and CESAG, for joint 
research on hospital management, curriculum development, and infor
mation dissemination activities. This is in part due to the facilitating 
role that SARA has played. 

6. Next steps 

• Continue to playa facilitating role in defining activities and mecha
nisms to further the HHRAA financing and sustainability agenda. 

• Support CESAG as it develops relationships with agencies and projects 
in this area. 

• Continue to offer assistance, where needed, with repackaging and dis
seminating products developed by implementing projects in the area of 
finance and sustainability. 
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F. 

Emerging Threats: HIV/ AIDS, STDs and TB 

Emerging Threats: HIV / AIDS, STDs, TB and 
other Epidemics 

SARA advisors: 

Sambe Duale, Tulane University-SARA Research Manager 

May Post, Tulane University 

, ' ,)," , , ' 

• In colhfboration withllartner Cf\saria regional,instttutions1 ·continue 
developing·and implementingacti6n planslifo'~eacniacti~ty aimed' at.! 
"ensuring rese'drcll utilization and policy/program !imp~cts. 

• Explore new approaches for achIeving and,assessingim,pact (e.g., uti
lize aV.il.riety ·of channels: such as 'themerua, developlpolicy4evel advo
cacy strategies, leverage HHRAA/SARA foUow~upactivities with other 

, donors). 

'. :'Disseminate . key findings emerging from' ffii:R.AA~fundedstuaieson 
. HIV/AIDS and 'emerging threats! ' 
, c~: :' " , ' : ' l , . i ' , ' , ' " , . , ' < , 

'. 'Promote and adVocate: the use by .. USAlD; Missions and A.fr;icaninstitu
tions of key findings and recommendations emerging.from the H 
portfolio in the forinulation!ofsfrateglesandprogramsforthe preven
tion andmitig'.il.tion of HIV / AIDS andother<emerging threats. ('fB, 
STls.~ •• J 

+ Support AFR/SD and REDSOjESA in the implementation of their ini
tiativeon the integr'dtion.ofSTI services withFP, MCH,alld<PHCpr~ 
grams. 

1. Issues Identification: 

HIV/ AIDS Prevention and Mitigation 

SARA provided support to AFRjSD for its inputs into developing USAID's 
HIV / AIDS results framework and future directions for USAID/GjPHN sup
port for international HIV / AIDS programs. SARA has facilitated a series of 
consultations between AFRjSD and its partners within and outside USAID for 
discussing technical and other issues regarding finalizing, implementing, moni-
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toring and evaluating its HIV / AIDS strategic objective and plan of action for 
sub-Saharan Mrica over the next five to seven years. A consensus has emerged 
on the following strategic directions for HIV / AIDS prevention and mitigation 
effort in Mrica over the next two to five years: 

• Document and address social norms affecting the HIV spread in Mri

can settings, e.g., stigma and attitudes towards adolescents, 

• Promote and support developing national strategic visions as a basis for 
joint programming of donor support for HIV / AIDS programs, 

• Promote multisector approaches to HIV / AIDS prevention through 
analysis and dissemination of sector impact studies, and an increased 
effort with the military, 

• Improve the empirical basis for program design and resource allocation 
through the use of information, 

• Build Mrican capacity for management, research, and evaluation 
through developing regional centers of excellence for research and 
dissemination, program planning, and management training for senior 
Mrican officials and training more Mrican social and behavioral scien
tists, and 

• Develop a multichannel advocacy strategy with Mrican partners (for 
research and development, education and multisector) to increase po
litical commitment for the fight against HIV / AIDS. 

As part of the issues identification process, Dr. May Post traveled to Zimbabwe 
to participate in the male involvement regional workshop in Harare, Zimba
bwe, December 2-6, 1996. Dr. Post used the opportunity to seek input from 
Harare workshop participants to identify research gaps and information needs 
on male involvement in STI/ AIDS programs as an important strategy for pre
venting HIV / AIDS among women. 

Epidemic Preparedness and Response in Africa 

SARA has been working with AFR/SD and its partners to identify and address 
issues affecting epidemic preparedness and response in Mrica. The overall pur
pose of SARA's technical assistance in this area has been to explore how future 
activities of other partners working on disease control in Mrica can be comple
mented or linked with ongoing AFR/SD and WHO/AFRO's collaborative ef-
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forts to strengthen capacity for epidemic preparedness and response in Mrica. 
Dr. Duale provided technical assistance for implementing and evaluating two 
initiatives being carried out by WHO I AFRO in collaboration with a number of 
partners, including USAID and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Pre
vention (CDC). The first initiative began in 1993 to control epidemics of chol

era and other diarrheal diseases in Southern Mrica. SARA participated in an 
assessment of the initiative this year. The assessment team did recommend an 
extension of the project for two more years. The second initiative, to control 
epidemic meningitis in West Mrica, started following the severe outbreaks of 

meningitis in 1996. WHO I AFRO and AFRISD have consulted with SARA on 

developing plans for implementating, evaluating, and mobilizing resources for 

the project. 

2. Research and Analysis 

Computer Model for Estimating the Spread of TB due to HWj AIDS 

The SARA Project is participating in an effort to develop a TB-HIV model that 
will project the number of TB cases expected in the future in the presence of 
an HIV epidemic. The purpose of the model is to stimulate policy dialogue 
about the severe effects of the HIV epidemic on TB cases as a way of building 
greater support for effective HIV and TB control efforts. The modeling is be
ing conducted as a team effort with USAIDI AFR, USAID/G-HIV I AIDS, 
AIDSCAP and the POLICY Project. The current version of the model is being 
developed in an Excel spreadsheet. It builds on the EPIMODEL developed by 
Dr. James Chin for WHO andAIDSCAP, including a TB module developed 
under SARA. EPIMODEL has been used mainly for short-term projections of 
AIDS cases and of TB among those cases. Its TB module does not address the 
problem of TB transmission to, nor TB progression among, those who are not 
HIV-infected. 

AIDSCAP, as part of its closeout activities later this year, will produce and dis
seminate the EPIMODEL manual to individuals and institutions already using 
the model. The user's manual of the new TB-HIV will be adapted from the 
EPIMODEL manual. 

To ensure that the new TB-HIV model equations are consistent with the cur
rent state of international knowledge about TB, and to field-test the perfor
mance characteristics of the model and the credibility of the model's estimates 
and projections, the SARA Project plans to engage the consultant services of 
two internationally recognized university-based experts to review the model. 
The consultants' primary responsibilities are to: a) review the model equations 
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and provide suggestions for improvements given the proposed applications in 
policy dialogue; b) participate in testing the model with real data from several 
countries; and c) help to develop the age-specific version of the model. 

Based on the model applications in selected countries, a policy paper will be 
developed, produced, and disseminated to policy makers and program manag

ers in Mrica. 

3. Dissemination and Advocacy Activities 

The Conference on the Socio-Demographic Impact of AIDS in Africa 

The AIDS Committee of the International Union for the Scientific Study of 
Population (IUSSP) and the University of Natal, Durban, organized a confer
ence on the socio-demographic impact of AIDS in Mrica, February 3-6, 1997 in 
Durban, South Mrica. SARA supported the participation of a number of Mri
can professionals and decision makers at the meeting to afford them the op
portunity to share their research findings and contribute to the discussion 
about policy implications of the socio-demographic consequences of AIDS in 
Mrica. The conference provided a forum for reviewing evidence and discussing 
potential measures for addressing the impact of AIDS on Mrican populations. 
It offerred an opportunity for interaction between researchers from African 
countries and scientists worldwide. The SARA-published AIDS Briefs (a series of 
papers discussing HIV and various development sectors), the summary of the 
National Academy of Science report on research and data priorities for the 
social and behavioral sciences for preventing and mitigating AIDS in Sub-Sa
haran Mrica, the SARA-funded position paper on the civil-military collabora
tion for HIV / AIDS prevention in Africa, the executive summary of the crisis 
prevention, mitigation, and recovery (CPMR) paper, and the Private Sector AIDS 
Policy (PSAP) materials were the HHRAA-funded HIV / AIDS documents dis
played and/or distributed at the conference. 

The Third African Regional Seminar on HW/ AIDS Prevention in 
Military Populations 

The Civil-Military Alliance to Combat HIV and AIDS, in collaboration with 
UNAIDS and USAID (AIDSCAP and SARA Projects) sponsored a meeting in 
Windhoek, Namibia, March 2-7, 1997 to discuss policy priorities and structural 
requirements of regional civil-military collaboration in the struggle against HIV 
and AIDS. Participants at the meeting were civil and military health workers, 
policy makers, and researchers from 14 countries in East and Southern Africa. 
The position paper on civil-military collaboration for HIV I AIDS prevention 

86 

• 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Emerging Threats: HIV/ AIDS, STDs, and TB 

and mitigation in Mrica prepared by Roger Yeager and Craig Hendrix with 
partial funding from SARA was presented and discussed at this meeting. A se
ries of decisions and recommendations from this meeting were developed to 
guide cooperation efforts among countries, and between civil and military sec
tors, to fight the HIV and AIDS in East and Southern Mrica. 

4th African African-American Summit (AAAS), Harare, Zimbabwe, 
July 20-26, 1997 

Political, business, and civil society leaders from Mrica, U.S., and Europe ad
dressed the Summit on a wide range of issues related to the overall socio-eco
nomic development of Mrica. The AA.AS was attended by about two thousands 
participants, including twenty Mrican heads of state. The Presidential Delega
tion of the United States was co-chaired by the secretary of transportation, 
Rodney Slater, and the Rev. Jesse Jackson, president of the Rainbow/Push Coa
lition. 

A number of workshops were organized to provide for discussions and develop
ing recommendations to guide policy formulation, economic development and 

social activities in selected sectors of development in Mrica. The AAA Summit 

has offered an opportunity for advocacy and putting priority health issues such 
as HIV / AIDS and tuberculosis on the agenda of a political forum. SARA, 
through Morehouse School of Medicine and Tulane University sub-contracts, 
organized a workshop on HIV / AIDS and related issues. The purpose of this 
workshop was to review the current status of HIV / AIDS, STls and tuberculosis 
prevention, control and mitigation programs, with a view of sharing experi
ences and lessons learned and developing collaborative links between United 
States and Mrica in support of improved programs design, implementation 
and evaluation in Mrica. 

PSAP Presentation Materials 

SARA worked with HHRAA and others to prepare a generic script and visuals 
for the Private Sector AIDS Policy (PSAP) materials developed by AIDSCAP. 
This script was adapted and used on several occasions to promote PSAP to 
other donors and the business community. SARA used these materials on a 
panel session at the NCIH conference in Washington, June, 1997 to present 
PSAP and USAID's approach. 
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Targeted AIDS Mailings 

The SARA dissemination team sent out a huge AIDS mailing to over 700 
people-at USAID, both in Washington and the Africa Missions, donor agen
cies, numerous AIDS organizations, NGOs, and other groups working in Af
rica. The mailing included the AIDS Briefs, which were edited by Alan 

"Whiteside, Tony Barnett and Erik Bias and published by SARA, a position pa

per by Rodger Yeager and Craig Hendrix entitled, Global Survey oj Military HIV/ 
AIDS Policies and Programs, which was funded by SARA and is part of the January 
1997 issue of The Civil-Military Alliance Newsletter, and the summary document 
Preventing and Mitigating AIDS in Sub-Saharan Africa: Research and Data Priorities 
for the Social and Behavioral Sciences. 

4. Capacity Building and Collaboration with Mrican Institutions 

SOMANET - The Social Science and Medicine Africa Network 

SOMANET organized its third International Conference from July 20-24, 1997 
in Harare, Zimbabwe, on the theme African Health in the 21st Century: Social 
Sciences and Health Approaches. SARA sponsored a session on approaches 
and best practices for evaluating behavior change interventions for HIV pre
vention in Africa.The main objective of the session was to identify issues and 
lessons learned related to behavior change interventions to guide future col
laborative activities between SOMANET and various partners in supporting 
HIV / AIDS prevention and mitigation efforts in Africa. 

The new Executive Committee of SOMANET has agreed that a central activity 
of the association would be to encourage collaborative, trans disciplinary, and 
transnational research in the priority areas of behavioral research/interven
tions for HIV / AIDS, equity in health and health care, and health reforms. 
SARA plans to provide technical support to SOMANET for developing proto
cols, tools, and pilot studies on evaluating behavior change interventions. 

SAfAIDS - The Southern Africa AIDS Information Dissemination 
Services 

Dr. Duale used a visit to Harare to take the opportunity to meet with Ms. Helen 
Jackson, the executive director ofSAfAIDS, and her colleagues to explore the 
possibility of undertakingjoint sub-regional activities to support HIV preven
tion programs in workplaces. The discussions during the visit and follow-up 
correspondences have centered around the dissemination and use of the Pri-

88 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Emerging Threats: HIV/ AIDS, STDs, and TB 

vate Sector AIDS Policy (PSAP) materials for developing private sector AIDS 
prevention and mitigation programs. 

CERPOD - Le Centre d'Etudes et de Recherche sur la Population 
pour Ie Development 

CERPOD has been reflecting on the role that it should play in support of HIV / 
AIDS prevention and mitigation programs in Sahelian countries. SARA has 
facilitated discussions among selected Mrican researchers and representatives 
of CERPOD on the possibility of developing collaborative research activities on 
the impact of information, education, and communication (IEC) programs to 

improve behavior change efforts to prevent HIV / AIDS spread in the Sahel. 

NARESA - Network of AIDS Researchers in Eastern and Southern 
Africa and RARSIDA - African AIDS Research Network West and 
Central African Zone 

SARA has been communicating with the NARESA Secretariat in Nairobi and 
the RARSIDA Secretariat in Dakar to explore the possibility of undertaking 

joint sub-regional activities in support HIV prevention and mitigation pro
grams in Mrica. SARA has been trying to facilitate consultations between 
RARSIDA and CERPOD on approaches to support HIV / AIDS prevention pro
gram in the Sahel region. SARA has been holding discussions with NARESA 
officers on developingjoint research and information dissemination activites 
related to HIV / AIDS prevention and mitigation, especially the prevention of 
mother-to-child transmission of HIV. 

WHO/AFRO - World Health Organization Regional Office for Africa 

SARA technical staff has had extensive formal and informal exchange of infor
mation with WHO/AFRO technical staff on a number priority research and 
programs areas of common interest, including preventing and managing epi
demics in Mrica. The discussions have centered around how future activities of 
other partners working on disease control in Mrica can be complemented or 
linked with ongoing AFR/SD and WHO/AFRO's collaborative efforts to 
strengthen capacity for epidemic preparedness and response in Mrica. 

5. lliustrative Results 

• Through SARA's catalytic efforts, SOMANET and CERPOD are consid
ering a strong involvement in research, disssemination and advocacy 
activities in support of HIV / AIDS prevention and mitigation in Mrica, 
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especially in the area of behavior change interventions for HIV preven
tion. 

• The position paper on civil-military collaboration for HIV / AIDS pre
vention and mitigation in Africa prepared by Roger Yeager and Craig 
Hendrix with funding from SARA and a series of decisions and recom

mendations from regional seminars sponsored by the Civil-Military Alli

ance Against HIV and AIDS and its partners, including SARA, are 
guiding cooperation efforts among countries, and between civil and 
military sectors to fight the HIV and AIDS in East and Southern Africa. 
The same initiative is to be launched soon in Central and West Africa. 

• Using the position paper prepared by SARA on priorities for HIV / AIDS 
prevention and mitigation in Africa, AFR/SD has advocated for care 
and support for HIV / AIDS affected individuals in Africa, multisectoral 
approaches to HIV / AIDs, and building capacity of African institutions 
for design and evaluation of programs to be considered in developing 
USAID's HIV / AIDS results framework and future directions for 
USAID/G/PHN support for international HIV / AIDS programs. 

• SARA has been working with AFR/SD and its partners to identify and 
address issues affecting epidemic preparedness and response in Africa. 
AFR/SD, WHO/AFRO, African government and a number of other 
partners have initiated projects to strengthen capacity in Africa for the 
prevention and management of epidemics. AFR/SD has extended its 
grant to WHO/AFRO for an additional year of activities for epidemic 
preparedness and response in West and Southern Africa. 

6. Next Steps 

Regional meetings on HIV / AIDS in Africa will continue to be used as venues 
for disseminating HHRAA/SARA materials. SARA will continue its support to 
AFR/SD and its cooperating agencies for developing future directions for 
HIV / AIDS prevention and mitigation in Africa. 

In the next two years, SARA will make efforts and leverage resources of other 
partners for the following objectives: 

• Strengthen African capacity to monitor and evaluate HIV / AIDS preven
tion interventions. Potential collaborating intitutions are: CERPOD, 
SOMANET ,jOINTWHO/HSRPROjECT, UNAIDS, MEASURE 
Project, and HORIZONS. 
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• Increase civil-military efforts for HIV / AIDS prevention and mitigation 
in Africa. SARA will continue its collaborative effort with the Civil-Mili
tary Alliance Against AIDS and UNAIDS on this initiative, especially in 
on the development and evaluation network secretariats and country
level activities. 

• Increase understanding and apply appropriate interventions to reduce 
perinatal transmission (including transmission through breastmilk) in 
African settings-SARA will collabotrate with the LINKAGES Project 
and NARESA on activities related to this objective. 

• Promote the development of appropriate policies and strategies for 
HIV / AIDS prevention and mitigation in workplaces. With other inter
ested parties, such as FHI/ AIDSCAP and UNAIDS, SARA will support 
the dissemination and promote the use of PSAP materials. 

• Assess the needs and promote developing pre-service training curricula 
on HIV / AIDS prevention and mitigation for public health personnel. 

• Promote developing national strategic frameworks that broaden the 
view of HIV as a multisector problem. 

• Provide technical assistance for designing, monitoring, evaluating, and 
exchanging information on epidemic preparedness and response in 
Africa. 
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G. Cross-cutting Issues 

AssistHHRAA to moveage'llda forward through a variety of advocacy 

anddissemin~ltionactivities. 

:Co~tin~~'a~nvediSsemination,efforts for materials from HSF and DDM 

proj~cts>',; 

pr6m(;)~;:iri~~ati~n o£la*RAA;fincliJn~s lrl.to Mission and REDSO 
PrOgIi~ design; donora~tivit:ies. ' 

,. ~,~' , , 

• SUi:ppo~t.African institutions~ work on cross-cutting issues (especially 
'training,mo~uIesdatNAPHI,eEPROD, HSR). 

Examining Links Between Non/ormal Education and Health 
Behaviors 

SARA hired a consultant to conduct a literature review on the effects of non
formal education on women's health. The publication, Formal and Nonformal 
Education and Empowered Behavior: A Review of the Research Literature, has been 
distributed widely to both education and reproductive health program staff. 
The purpose of the review was to document the argument that women's partici
pation in nonformal education and other associations has a similar positive 
effect as formal schooling on demographic change (fertility and child health 
and survival). 

The report attempts to explore the logical link between the evidence that send
ing more girls to school results in demographic change through their empow
erment, and evidence that nonformal education also empowers girls and 
women and, thus, also leads to fewer births and healthier families. The conclu
sion identifies additional research needed to reinforce the argument for 
heavier investment in nonformal education and women's associations. 

In addition to this literature review, SARA added questions to a research study 
being conducted in Senegal by the NGO, Associates in Research and Education 
for Development (ARED) , looking at literacy training and empowerment 
among Pulaar women. SARA's questions were designed to determine whether 
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nonformal education positively affects health and other behaviors. The most 
notable finding of this study is the statistically significant relationship among 
literacy training, community involvement, and empowerment. Relationships 
with health-related behavior were positive in direction, but not statistically sig
nificant. 

The appendices to the study provide data on the characteristics of the sample, 
community involvement, political participation and awareness, health and hy
giene, and attitudes toward family planning, as well as a literacy questionnaire 
used in the study. This study contributes to the literature and is available on 

request. 

Improving the Usefulness of Research Undertaken in Africa 

The booklet entitled Making a Difference to Policies and Programs: A Guide for Re

searchers has been revised, finalized, translated, and published this year. An ini
tial mailing has been sent out and has been well received by institutions in 
Mrica. A wider mailing is scheduled, and plans are being developed to make 
the Guide available for use wherever research is being taught and discussed. 
Pre-service and in-service training sessions will be targeted, as well as fora orga

nized by research networks and other institutions. Interest so far has been 
shown in having the Guide added to the Health Systems Research project's 
training modules. Questionnaires were sent out with the initial mailing to 
stimulate thinking about how the booklet could be used by each of the recipi
ents. 

Improving the Teaching of Health Management in Francophone 
Africa 

SARA has continued to playa role in facilitating the collaboration between 
CESAG and MSH's Family Planning Management Development (FPMD) 
Project to revise the health management masters degree curriculum. Modules 
required for the first year of this degree were developed this year, and a start is 
being made on the specialty second-year areas of hospital administration, 
health financing, and project management. 

With facilitation from SARA, CESAG has made a good start on developing the 
health economics masters degree. The French Cooperation has assigned a con
sultant to this effort, and the Partnerships for Health Reform (PHR) Project 
has also given some assistance. An initial outline of the degree course is being 
discussed by CESAG personnel and consultants with several countries in the 
region. 
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SARA has helped to put CESAG in touch with the VVHO Drug Action Program 
and with the MSH Rational Pharmaceutical Management Project, with a view to 
preparing materials that can be used both for short-term courses and for the 
masters degree curriculum. 

Manual for the Use of Data at Periphery Level Health Facilities 

Changes in CERPOD staffing and a heavy workload have slowed progress on 

this activity. However, during Suzanne Prysor:Jones' recent visit to Mali, de

tailed discussions were held with the CERPOD acting director and head of the 
operations division. Both felt it important to take a fresh look at the work in 
progress and to move forward with it, since they felt that it corresponds to a 
real need in several countries in the region. Dr. Prysor:Jones worked with 
them to hone down the number of indicators that should be presented for 
first-level health workers, and outline the form of a more user-friendly manual, 
geared specifically to this audience. A new consultant was identified and 
briefed during this visit, which should give this activity the push forward that it 
requires. 

Improving the Pre-service Teaching of Health Systems Research 

SARA has continued, in collaboration with the Joint Health Systems Research 
Project of the World Health Organization Regional Office for Mrica and other 
partners, to work toward improving the teaching of health systems research in 
Mrica. The report entitled A Regional Assessment of Health Systems Research Train
ing in East and Southern Africa, has been produced and disseminated. The re
port was also featured in a special issue of the Joint VVHO/HSR Project 
Newsletter this year. 

Based on the assessment recommendations, the Joint WHO/HSR has devel
oped training modules on the use of available and user-friendly computer 
packages such as EPI-info for data analysis. A workshop to revise HSR training 
modules in Volume 2 parts 1 and 2 was scheduled for this year, but it has been 
postponed because of HSR budgetary constraints and shifting priorities. 
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H. Management 

SARA staff: 

Management 

Peter Spain, Academy for Educational Development 

Zara Pogossian, Academy for Educational Development 

Kimberly Ferguson, Academy for Educational Development 

·ObJecmes forEY97 

• Continue to.supp~rtAFRtSD in managing portfolio acti\iiti~s funded 
under HHRAA . 

• Prepare. execute, and .monitor subcontracts· with··Africanins.ti:tution~ 

• Assist upgrading and maintaining procedures for monitoringandevalu 
ation ofHHRAAactivities indudingSARA 

+ Establish and maintain cornrnunication systemswithREDs()s,su~con~ 
: tractors, and Aftiican institutions· 

SARA Management Support to HHRAA 

SARA has continued to support the portfolio activities funded under HHRAA 
in a number of areas. This project year, these have included: 

• Designing, planning, and carrying out meetings, workshops, and con
sultative groups in Washington and in Africa, 

• Assisting with the development of HHRAA sub-sector action plans, 

• Assisting with the development of a number of sub-sector Results 
Frameworks, 

• Assisting in communicating with the Missions, REDSOs, and Global 
Bureau (e.g., e-notes and cables), 

• Identifying and collecting all HHRAA-funded reports, documents, pub
lications, 

• Preparing an annotated bibliography of all HHRAA-funded reports and 
publications, 
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• Developing dissemination and advocacy plans for HHRAA sub-sectors, 

• Designing and maintaining (through IRM, LPA) a HHRAA Home 
Page, and 

• Participating in Africa Bureau discussions on the Leland Initiative. 

Ongoing SARA Management Activities 

HHRAAISARA activities are tracked by task order, with the products stipulated 
in each task order. These tasks, now in excess of 400, have their own files along 
with reports and other products. A subset of activities is tracked for impact. 

SARA tracks the status of all task orders and related cables, working closely with 
HHRAA staff-an ongoing activity. All tasks are carried out only on the basis of 
a signed task order, and all travel is undertaken only on the basis of written 
concurrence from the destination Mission. Both task orders and cables are 
tracked electronically. 

SARA subcontracts and agreements with African institutions that are carrying 
out aspects of the SARA/HHRAA agendas are carefully developed and man
aged. All these subcontracts were in effect at the beginning of PY5. The ECSA 
concluded on March 31,1997. The contract with CERPOD has been extended 
in the SARA extension years. The sub-contracts with African Consultants Inter
national in Dakar and the purchase orders with the eight dissemination centers 
in East and Southern Africa continue as well. A new contract with CEFOREP is 
in the preparation stage. 

SARA also executed a number of purchase orders with national chapters of 
ERNWACA for work on the study of conditionality's role in education reform. 
These ended at the conclusion of the Project Year. 

SARA has given substantial management assistance to SANA in establishing 
sub-agreements with the University of the Western Cape and SOMANET, and 
in other areas. 

SARA produces monthly, quarterly, and annual reports on the project's activi
ties, and quarterly financial reports. In addition, SARA provides pipeline analy
ses, budget projections, workplan reports, and other specific reports as 
required. A weekly activities report is sent to SARA sub-contractors electroni
cally. 
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Lessons Learned 

v. Lessons Learned 

The following points were drafted for submission with the SARA extension 

proposal and summarize lessons that have surfaced over the first five years of 
the Project: 

a. African regional institutions and networks are able to make an impor
tant contribution to the use of information to improve policy and pro
grams by mobilizing the relationships that they have already established 
in the countries that they cover, as well as the political structures of 
which they are often a part. These institutions are often intimately in
volved in ongoing work in sub-sectors of project concern, and are thus 
well able to advise on the contributions appropriate to policy dialogue. 

b. The involvement, preferably from the start, of African Institutions in 
identification of priority issues and research questions, research, analy
sis, dissemination, and advocacy will foster greater African ownership of 
results, and greater acceptance of the information being communi

cated. 

c. The involvement of African institutions will improve the sustainability 
of the dissemination and advocacy efforts which may require a series of 
activities and follow-up over a period of years. 

d. African regional institutions are often well-placed to provide, at rela
tively low cost, TA that is acceptable to countries, when this is needed to 
follow up on research, analysis, dissemination, and advocacy activities 
and thus increase the probability of effecting changes in national poli
cies and programs. 

e. African regional institutions already playa role, and have enormous 
potential, in the transfer of skills to nationals in areas of project con
cern, by organizing regional workshops, discussion fora, and technical 
support, among other types of capacity building activites. 

f. Regional networks have grown up in response to the high demand from 
African professionals for information and technical exchange on both a 
North-South and South-South basis. 
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Appendix A-Subcontractors' Activities 

Appendix A-Subcontractors' Activities 

Tulane University 

• Overall research oversight 

• Ongoing assistance to USAID in the development of their dissemination 
and advocacy plans in malaria, reproductive health, emerging threats 
and crisis response, and HIV / AIDS. 

• Dr. May Post traveled to Zimbabwe to participate in the male involve
ment regional workshop in Harare, Zimbabwe, December 2-6, 1996 and 

then to Kenya to gather information about on-going integration activi
ties and to follow-up on the status of the integration proposal "role of 

nurse-midwives in integration in the ECSA region" with RED SO /ESA and 
Center for Mrica family Studies (CAFS) in Nairobi. Dr. Post used the 
opportunity to seek input from Harare workshop participants to identify 
research gaps and information needs on male involvement in STI/ AIDS 

programs, an issue of paramount importance re: Women and HIV / AIDS. 

• Dr. Duale attended the Conference on the Socio-Demographic Impact of 
AIDS in Mrica, Durban, South Mrica, February 3 - 6, 1997. The Confer
ence offered an opportunity for reviewing evidence and discussing poten
tial measures for addressing the impact of AIDS on Mrican populations. 

• USAID Bureau for Mrica and the Overseas Development Administration 
(ODA) have funded, through the Centers for Disease Control and Pre
vention (CDC) and the World Health Organization Office for 
Mrica(WHO / AFRO), an initiative for improving the prevention and 
control of dysentery and cholera epidemics in Southern Mrica. Dr. Duale 
was invited to be part of a team of WHO and CDC representatives that 
will conduct the review of the project during the week of April 1-6, 1997. 

• Dr. Duale attended the meeting of the US-EU Task Force to address the 
threat of new and re-emerging infectious diseases, Geneva, May 28-30, 
1997. The goal of the Task Force is to support the President's initiative to 
establish a global surveillance and response network for emerging dis
eases (PDD 1996). 

• InJuly, Dr. Duale participated in the Third Social Sciences and Health 
Conference in Mrica, Harare, Zimbabwe where he ran a session on ap-
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proaches and best practices for evaluating behavior-change interventions 
for HIV prevention in Mrica. He also attended the IFESH Conference 
briefly, since it was being held concurrently in Harare. 

• Technical support for focused consultations on crisis prevention, mitiga
tion, and recovery in West and Central Mrican (WCA) countries. 

( 

Morehouse School of Medicine 

• Dr. Lalla Toure and ACI's Lillian Baer and Barky Diallo conducted a five
day regional workshop/ training on advocacy applied to adolescent repro
ductive health for CERPOD staff and Reproductive Health Network 
members from Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cote d'Ivoire, Guinea, Niger, 
Mali, and Senegal, and representatives from the Population Council in 
Dakar and USAID /Bamako.This regional advocacy workshop sparked 
great enthusiasm among participants and real curiosity and interest from 
the local press (national television, radio, and newspapers), which 
showed how eager Francophone Mricans are to learn this "new tech
nique" of active dissemination, and how much HHRAA/SARA and other 
donors interested in linking research to action have to do to satisfy the 
demand. 

• Dr. Toure and CERPOD staff, Mohamadou Gueye and Mamadou 
Konate, attended WHO /HRP workshop on the development of research 
proposal on adolescent reproductive health, in Abidjan, December 5 -7, 
1997. Gueye and Konate shared with participants CERPOD's adolescent 
research in the Sahel. Dr. Toure took part in a panel presentation on the 
dissemination of research findings. 

• Dr. Lalla Toure's attended the Mrican Society of Gynecologists and Ob
stetricians (SAGO) fourth regional congress, held in Abidjan, Cote 
d'Ivoire, December 9 to 14, 1997. Dr. Toure presented the findings of the 
abortion monograph and organized a panel discussion with CERPOD, 
]HPIEGO and SAGO experts on specific interests and program/ action 
implications of both the CERPOD adolescent study and the ECSAabor
tion monograph. She disseminated the adolescent study and the abor
tion monograph. 

• Dr. Toure attended the Reproductive Health Research Network in 
FrancophoneMrica's annual conference and scientific meeting on "the role of 
Mrican men in reproductive health" in Brazzaville, Congo, November 25-29, 
1996.At this conference, Dr. Toure gathered additional information on the 
role of African men in reproductive health andits consequences on male in-
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Appendix A-Subcontractors' Activities 

volvement in family planning, and in her trip report, made specific rec
ommendations to the RHN for priority country-level interventions. 

• Dr. Toure attended the male involvement regional workshop in Harare, 
Zimbabwe, December 2-6, 1996. Dr. Toure took part in the meeting, 
along with Ritu Sharma of AED, to participate in an advocacy-training 
on the fourth day. Using a policy example from the meeting itself, Dr. 
Toure and Ms. Sharma led participants through a simulated advocacy 

exercise. 

• At the request of CEDPA, Dr. Toure attended the youth forum in Addis 
Ababa on "Preparing Mrican Youth for the Next Millennium: Challenges 
for Reproductive Health," January 20-24, 1997. Specifically, she was 
asked to help deal with the overwhelming response from Francophone 
countries to this conference invitation. CEDPA asked her to arrive two 
days prior to the conference to prepare the facilitators and the 
rapporteurs for the meeting, to enable them to guide the discussions and 
ensure that the output can be useful for promoting Adolescent Repro
ductive Health in Mrica. She reported to the forum about the adolescent 
study done with CERPOD in the Sahel, and distributed written materials 
in French both from that study and from the ECSA post-abortion study. 

• Dr. Toure attended the SFPS meeting (seeJHPIEGO item below) and 
contributed to the discussions on reproductive health pre-service train
ing. In coordination with Katy Jesencky fromJHPIEGO, and Dr. Alain 
Damiba from SFPS , she organized the one-day meeting on EOC. 

• With SARA support, four Morehouse staff participated in the Interna
tional Foundation for Education and Self-Help (IFESH) Summit in Zim
babwe,July 23, 26,1997. These staff members and their roles were: 

Dr. Rudolph Jackson, symposium coordinator, facili tator, and presenter 
Dr. Brian Williams, co-coordinator, moderator, and presenter 
Dr. Frances Dunston, presenter 
Ms. Betty Willingham, supervisor of conference logistics, organization, 
and recording of the proceedings 

fHPIEGO 

• Supported a preparatory phase for the assessment of policies and pro
grams for addressing obstetric complications in West and Central Mrica 
(WCA). The Family Health and AIDS Project (SFPS) sponsored a meet
ing of chiefs of the Ob/Gyn services of the major teaching hospitals in 
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WestMrica, the head of the Mrican Society ofOb/Gyn (SAGO) and 
other West Mrican health professionals to follow-up on the Forum on 
Reproductive Health Pre-service Training, in Abidjan in April. SARAand 
JHPIEGO added one additional day to the meeting to discuss issues and 
prospects for improving care of obstetric complications (COC) in WCA. 

• Collaboration with SatelLife to make French reproductive health/family 
planning publications available through the World Wide Web and e-mail. 
The goal is to increase the availability of French reproductive health/ 
family planning publications in regions lacking a strong communications 
infrastructure. JHPIEGO Internet Services is electronically converting a 
number of French publications to a form that can be both added to its 
ReproLine andJHPIEGO web sites and retrieved through SatelLife's e

mail process. 

Population Reference Bureau 

• Ongoing assistance to USAID in the development of their dissemination 
and advocacy plans in population and reproductive health. 

• Ongoing technical assistance to CERPOD on the final analysis and publi
cation of their SARA-sponsored research on adolescent reproductive 
health in the Sahel. 

Porter/Novelli 

• Ongoing technical support to the Emerging Threats and Crisis Preven-
tion sector for dissemination and advocacy on HN / AIDS. . 

• A marketing/lEC consultant from Porter/Novelli took partin a 
consultancy for relating to a Health Insurance Program in Tanzania, in 
concert with the Partnership for Health Reform. 

DHS/MACRO 

• Dr. Roy Miller of AED prepared a paper on the interpretation of changes 
in nutritional status of Mrican pre-school-aged children in Demographic 
and Health Surveys, and Dr. Elisabeth Sommerfelt of MACRO assisted 
him with the interpretation ofDHS findings. 
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African Consultants International 

• ACI consultant Maty Ndiaye facilitated the CESAG-SARA consultative 
meetingOct4-5,1996. 

• ACI provided planning and facilitation support to AFR/SD /HRD in orga
nizing and implementing a meeting in West Mrica, Bamako, October 
24-26,1996. 

• ACI worked with WHO/AFRO, by attending their conference in Dakar 
in December to obsezve the conference and identify training needs in 
the areas of conference design, facilitation and logistics; identify short
comings, and suggest possible consultations to address these. 

• In December, ACI's Gary Engelberg traveled to Ghana to conduct a 
three-day training/ sensi tization exercise with a select group of African 
researchers being brought together by the African AIDS Research Net
work to develop protocols on intergenerational communications on AIDS 
in West Mrica. 

• With CERPOD in Bamako, ACI took part in a preparatory meeting for 
the CERPOD team and the Burkina core group for Burkina Faso's 
"Operation Dissemination"inJanuary, to assist them in their develop
ment of a dissemination plan for the adolescent study in Burkina. 

• Barky Diallo of ACI worked with ORANA on adapting the advocacy-train
ing modules for use during the PROFILES and Advocacy workshop to be 
run in Dakar by BASICS. 

• Maty N'Diaye of ACI assisted Suzanne Prysor:Jones facilitate a meeting 
on Information, Education and Communication (IEC) training in Dakar, 
June 2-6, 1997, at the request of the meeting's sponsors, the Family 
Health and AIDS Prevention Project and the BASICS Project. 

• Barky Diallo and Lillian Baer, ACI, provided co-facilitation services for 
the CAFS advocacy workshop in Nairobi, May 1997. 
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Appendix B-List of Deliverables Over the Life of the Project 

Appendix B-list of Deliverables Over the Life of the 
Project 

1. Four regional issues identification workshops, in first fifteen months (1 in 
education and 1 in HPN, in both anglo phone and franco phone Africa). 
Approx. 20 Africans each. 5 days assumed. 

SARA took advantage of a number of conferences and meetings to hold issues 

identification workshops or discussions with selected African participants at these 

larger meetings. The number of Africans with whom discussions were held at 

these meetings is as follows: 

+ICN (International 
Conference on Nutrition) 

+HIV / AIDS Conference 

+BasicEducation 

+IVACGMeeting (Nutrition) 

+CCCD Conference 

+Sustainabilityfor HPN 

+Women's Health & Nutrition 

• Population and Environment 

• ERNW ACALaunching Conf. 

+ICNFollow-up 

+Medical Women's International 
Association (MWIA) Meeting 

+HIV / AIDS Conference 

• Basic Education 

• Medical Barriers Conference 

+Health Financing 

• Medical Barriers Conference 
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Rome Dec 1992 41 Africans 

Yaounde Dec1992 24 Mricans 

Abidjan Feb 1993 83 Africans 

Arusha Marl 993 115 Mricans 

Dakar Mar-Apr 1993 36 Mricans 

Nairobi May 1993 5 Mricans 

Bellagio May 1993 5 Mricans 

Baltimore May 1993 3 Mricans 

Mali Sept-Oct 1993 28 Mricans 

Nairobi Dec 1993 20 Mricans 

Nairobi Dec 1993 20 Africans 

Marrakesh Dec1993 16Mricans 

Kadoma Jan 1994 11 Mricans 

Zimbabwe Jan-Feb 1994 47 Mricans 

Dakar Feb 1994 22 Mricans 

Burkina FasoMarch 1995 55 Mricans 



Appendix B-List of Deliverables Over the Life of the Project 

+DJCCMeeting Nairobi Aug 1995 30 Africans 

+SecondAfrican Essential 
National Health Research (ENHR) 

NetworkingMeeting Harare Aug 1995 24Africans 

+ 14th Conference of the • Epidemiological Society of 

Southern Mrica (ESSA) Harare Sept 1995 25 Mricans I 
+International Union Against 

Tuberculosis and Lung Disease I Conference Paris Sept 1995 15 Africans 

+N etwork of Public Health Schools Brazzaville Oct1995 27 Africans I 
+CERPOD summaryworkshopon 

I the HHRAA-supportedstudyof 
Tendances et determinants de la 

contraception moderne, 

I comportement et sante reproductive 

des adolescentes dans Ie Sahel Bamako Oct 1995 20 Africans 

+Seventh Meeting of the African I 
TaskForce on Food and Nutrition 

Development Abicljan Oct1995 15 Africans I 
+SteeringCommittee of the Union 
for African Population Studies I Small Grants Programme on 
Population and Development Dakar Oct1995 10Africans 

I +Reproductive Health Research 
Network in Francophone Africa: 

I Scientific Meeting on the Role 
of African Men in Reproductive 

Health Dakar Nov 1995 85 Africans 

I 
+AnnualMeetingoftheAmerican 

SocietyofTropical Medicine and 

I Hygiene SanAntonio Nov 1995 20 Africans 

+StrategicPlanning Meeting I forORANA Dakar Dec 1995 12Africans 
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+ HHRAA session at Kampala 
AIDS Conference 

+ADDR Conference on Linking 
Applied Research with Health 
Policy 

+Biennial Congress of the Nutrition 
SocietyofSouthernMricaand the 
DieteticsAssociation of Southern 

Mrica 

+Workshop on Human Resources 
and Health Sector Reform 

+DHS/Macro Workshop on 
"The Role of Men in Reproductive 
Health" 

+ Workshop on Breastfeeding 
Choices for the HIV-Infected 
Mother 

+CERPODWorkshop:Mobilizing 
The Mdeia: Seminar for Senior 
Journalists on Adolescent Health 

+Eleventh International 
Conference on AIDS 

+ ERNW ACA Phase III Strategy 
Workshop 

+ Fifth Congress of the Association 
for Health Information and 
Libraries in Mrica 

+Joint BASICS/FHA-WCA Meeting 
on Improving Pre-service Training 
in Reproductive Health and Child 
Survival 
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Kampala Dec 1995 50 Mricans 

Cuemavaca Feb1996 9 Mricans 

Stellenbosch Mar-Apr 1996 100Mricans 

Liverpool Apr 1996 30 Mricans 

Dakar Apr-May 1996 29 Mricans 

Durban May 1996 50 Mricans 

Saly June 1996 17 Mricans 

Vancouver July1996 300 Mricans 

Abicljan Aug 1996 9 Mricans 

Brazzaville Sept 1996 90 Mricans 

Ouagadougou Sept 1996 200 Mricans 
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+CESAG-DDM Meeting to 
Disseminate HHRAA-fundedResults 
of Research in Health Financing Dakar Oct1996 25 Mricans 

+WHO Francophone CDD andARI 
Program Managers Conference Bamako November 1996 50 Africans -• African Society of Gynecologists 

and Obstetricians (SAGO) Fourth I Regional Congress Abidjan December 1996 350 Mricans 

+Male Involvement Regional I Workshop in Harare Harare December 1996 60 Africans 

+TheMricanAlDS Research I Network on protocols for 
llate~eneratioruUcornr.nurrlcations 

I on AIDS in West Mrica Accra December 1996 9 Mricans 

+Regional Seminar on HIV / AIDS 

I Prevention in Military Populations Wmdhoek March 1997 

+WestAfricanhealth professionals 

I conference to follow-up on the 
Forum on Reproductive Heatlh 

Pre-service Training Abidjan April 1997 40 Africans I 
+REDSO /ESA Conference for 
Improving the Qualityof I Reproductive and Child Health 
Services in East and Southern Africa Mombasa April 1997 150Mricans 

I + SOMA-N et Third Social Sciences 
and Health Conference in Africa Harare july 1997 90 Africans 

I '.P4rtiilly or;whol1y ofgallized'by SARA 
+S:ARA:Participation 

I 
2. Six consultative meetings in Africa, three each in first two years, 5-10 Afri-

cans each. 5 days assumed. 

I 
+SafeMotherhood (World Bank) Rwanda Apr 1993 15 Africans 

+CCCD Preconf. Workshop Dakar May 1993 36 Africans I 
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+CRHCS/ECSARegional Scientific 
Conference on Reproductive 
Health Research Ulongwe Aug 1993 110Mricans 

+ICNFollow-up (group discussion) Nairobi Dec 1993 40 Mricans 

+ HIV / AIDS Preconference Workshop Marrakesh Dec 1993 12 Mricans 

+ Health financing meeting Dakar Feb 1994 22 Mricans 

+WHO Malaria meeting Kampala Sept 1994 33 Mricans 

+ Participation in AEAA meeting Ghana Sept 1994 50 Mricans 

+WHOCDD/ ARImeeting Dakar Oct1994 60 Mricans 

+WHO Weaning foods conference Alexandria Nov 1994 40 Mricans 

+ Educational assessment Mombasa Dec 1994 14 Africans 

+WINS West African nutrition 
meeting BurkinaFasoDec 1994 40 Africans 

+WHO Malaria meeting Bamako Feb 1995 27 Africans 

+ REDSO /ESAlntegration Meeting Nairobi May 1995 50 Africans 

+World Bank on its Better Health 
in Africa initiative Dakar Sept 1996 

+CESAG-SARA consultative meeting Dakar Oct1996 25 Africans 

+DDM-CESAG Meeting Dakar Oct1996 150 Africans 

+ Meeting of West African Health 
Donors Bamako Oct1996 

+Consultative Group meeting of the 
Children's Vaccine Initiative Dakar Dec 1996 

+SecondRegionalMeetingon the 
Implementation ofIntegrated 
Management of Childhood Illness 
in Mrica Brazzaville Feb 1997 50 Africans 
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• Meeting on Information, Education 
and Communication (lEC) training 
sponsored by the SFPS and BASICS Dakar 

. ;,t'Group:discussionsQrganized byS.ARA 
+SARApartidpati6n .. 

June 1997 

3. Ten consultative meetings in the U.S. 2-3 days. 4 consultants each. 

+Population 

+ Population 

+DDM: Private sector for health 

+ Health financing 

+STDs 

+Nutrition 

+ Dissemination Strategies 

+Education 

+Malaria 

+Advocacy 

• Crisis Prevention, Mitigation, 
and Recovery in Mrica 

• Education and Health, 
Nutrition, and Population 

• Health Care Financing 

+Annual Meeting of the Society for 

Dec 1992 18 participants 

May 1993 22 participants 

Sept 1993 40 participants 

Jan 1994 25 participants 

May 1994 28 participants 

June 1994 27 participants 

June 1994 12 participants 

Oct1994 20 participants 

Apr 1995 3 participants 

Aug 1995 28 participants 

June 1996 40 participants 

Aprl996 27 participants 

JuI-Aug 199640 participants 

IntemationalNutritionResearch April 1997 

+FHI Consultative Group on the 
financing offamily-planning services May 1997 

• AFRjSD Strategic Planning meeting 
onHlV / AIDS Prevention and 
Mitigation in Mrica (Wash. DC) June 1997 25 participants 
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+ The International Congress of 

Nutrition and Satellite meeting 

related to the Bellagio Global 

Initiative July 1997 

• AFR/SD consultation with 

WHO/ AFRO,EuropeanCommission, 

and other USGAgencieson Epidemic 
Preparedness and Response in 
Sub-saharanMrica September 1997 30 participants 

+Organized by SARA 

+SARAparticipation· 

4. A plan for an R&A issues identification and agenda setting process 

See document 
The Process of Developing an ARTS/HHR Analytic Agenda 

5. Ten collaborative R&A arrangements with African institutions 

1. CRHCS/ECSA: 

2.CERPOD: 

Funding and TA for dissemination activities and 

research on the consequences of abortion and on 
nutrition; 

Dissemination Partners: 
Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI) 

National Institute of Development Research and Docu

mentation (NIR) 
University of Namibia's Medical Library 
University of Zimbabwe 's Medical School Library 
Tanzania Foodand Nutrition Centre 
Centre for Educational Development in Health/ Arusha 
(CEDHA) 
Medical Library at the University Teaching Hospital in 
Zambia 
Health Research Office of the Ministry of Health/ 
Malawi 
Child Health and Development Centre Library in 
Uganda 

Funding and TA for research on adolescents; five-week 
meeting wi th T A on data analysis 

111 



Appendix B-List of Deliverables Over the Life of the Project 

3. Makerere University: Joint workshop on DHS nutrition data and advocacy 

4.ZNFPC: 

5. WHO/AFRO: 

Joint conference on medical barriers to contraception 

Collaboration on meetings on weaning foods and 
malaria; planning meeting for the Network of Training 

and Research Institutions in Public Health in Africa 

6. ACI (PSAPP research): Funding for research on HIV / AIDS activities in the 
private sector 

7. lPN, Mali: 

B.ORANA: 

9.ERNWACA: 

10.AEAA: 

11.APAC: 

12.AAPAH: 

13.ENHR/ESSA: 

14.WHO/HSR 

15. SAGO: 

16.RHN: 

17. REDSO /WCA: 

IB.DAE 

19.ERNESA 

Joint secondary analysis of data on girls education 

Initial contacts made; reorganization meeting planned 
for Dec. 1995 

Technical and financial support for institutional 
development, research training, electronic linkages, and 
dissemination; research on conditionality in four WA 
countries; meeting with regional Education Ministers 

J oint consultative meeting on educational assessment 
and reform 

Joint preparation of key documents for decision-makers 

Initial contacts with the African Association for the 
Promotion of Adolescent Health 

Jointmeetingon research and policy 

Joint planning for health reform activities 

Research priorities for reproductive health 

Support for scientific meeting planned for Nov. 1995 

HIV / AIDS specialists for project design team 

Research on educational reform in six African countries 

Support for synthesis documents of gender-related 
education research 
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20.CESAG Curriculum design and testing for Health Economics 

Master's degree program at CESAG 

21.CEFOREP Conduct an assessment of some programs in West and 
Central Mrica that have been successful in reducing ma
ternal mortality through improved essential obstetric-care 
services 

6. Visit REDSOs 

Prysor:Jones Dec. 1992 (W), Feb. 1993 (W), Dec. 1993 (E) ,Aug. 1994 

(E) ,Apr. 1995 (E) ,Aug. 1995 (W),Oct.1995 (E) ,Jan. 1996 
(E),Mar.1996 (W),Jan.1997 (E),May1997 (E) 

Duale Apr. 1993 (W),Dec.1993 (E) ,Sept. 1996 (W) 

Spain Mar. 1993 (E) 

Brace Feb. 1995 (E) 

Post May 1995 (E),May1996 (E),Dec.1996 (E) 

Piwoz Jan. 1996 (E) 

Bery Jan. 1997 (E),Mar.1997 (E),May1997 (E) 

{E)=REDSO/ESA,Nairobi 
{W)=REDSO/WCA,Abidjan 

7. 25 I-day technical advisory expert committee meetings 

+ReviewofproPosals on private sector (health) inMrica 

+Discussion ofPopulation Council Operations Research 

• Discussion on Male Involvemen tin Family Planning] une 1994 

+WHO meeting on research priorities for Integrated 
Management 

+Basic Education Meeting, Washington 

+Meeting on integrated vs. vertical family planning 

+WELLST ART Expanded Program on Breastfeeding 
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Jan. 1994 

]une1994 

]une1994; 
]an.1995 

]une1994 

]uly1994 

Jan. 1995 
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+World Bank meeting on Better Health in Mrica initiative 

+JHPIEGO workshop on management of STDs in FP 

• Review of proposal for a monograph on bednets by JHU 

• Advisory meeting on improving the dissemination and use 

ofDHS nutri tion materials, particularly in Africa 

+Seminaron"AIDtoMricaOvertheNextTenYears" 

+US-EUTaskforce on EmergingandRe-emerging Infectious 

Diseases 

+ERNWACA Working Group Meeting 

+ERNWACA Working Group Meeting 

+ERNWACA Working Group Meeting 

···~.(ffi)l~gan~i~d!~)?lSARA 
*SA:RAp~dpation ... 

8. Dissemination strategies in Africa 

June 1997 

July 1997 

August 1997 

1. Development of electronic linkages with partnerinstitutions 

2. Training for advocacy (Makerereworkshopmodel) 

Feb. 1995 

April 1995 

Sept. 1995 

Dec. 1995 

Jan. 1997 

May 1997 

3. Washington Advocacyworkshop; one-day training module being developed. 

4. Presentations to ECSAHC Health Ministers 

5. TrainingatAPHAInformational Outreach workshop for five Mrican information 

professionals 

6. Support to dissemination by Mrican networks (ERNW ACA, ECSAHC) 

7. ECSAHC regional workshop on Information Dissemination for Better Health, 

Arusha, February 1995 

8. SendingAfrican to key meetings for research dissemination [Adelaide (nutrition); 

Mauritius (education, finance) , Bangalore (child survival) , Kisumu (malaria) ,Alexan

dria (nutrition) ,Malawi (health reform) ,Kampala (HIV / AIDS), Geneva (healthre-
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Appendix B-List of Deliverables Over the Life of the Project 

form), Cairo (child survival), Harare (health research), Brazzaville (health pro
fessional training), Paris (respiratory disease), San Antonio (malaria) 

9. Training of high-level key journalists 

10. (Indirect method) Presentations for A.LD. andA.I.D.-funded projects (BA
SICS on Nutrition, Sahel Office on Child Survival) 

11. HHRAA/SARA documents on the In ternet 

12. Participation in USAID' s Leland Initiative discussions 

13. Advisory meeting on improving the dissemination and use ofDHS nutrition 
materials, particularly in Mrica 

14. Dissemination plans developed with CERPOD for LesJeunes enDanger 

15. Newly developed Advocacy Training Guide drafted and tested with research
ers in Dakar and Bamako 

16. Appropriate materials sent to ECSA Dissemination Centers for distribution 

17. Annotated bibliographies for reproductive health and nutrition and their 
databases prepared by two ECSA Dissemination Centers; bibliographies dissemi
nated in their countries 

18. Dissemination seminar on the consequences of unsafe abortion in Zimbabwe 
designed and hosted by the Zimbabwe Dissemination Center 

19. SARA participation in 5th International Congress of the Association for 
Health Information and Libraries in Mrica, and panel presentation by ECSA 
Dissemination Centers 

20. Dissemination seminars on maternal mortality and the consequences of un
safe abortion designed and hosted by Dissemination Centers in Uganda, Malawi, 
Kenya 

21. ECSAHC Regional workshop on dissemination and advocacy experiences and 
strategies, held in Harare, March 1997 

22. Theater piece to advocate against unsafe abortion and unwanted pregnancy com
missioned by Zimbabwe dissemination center 

23. Transfering advocacy skills to two regional Mrican organizations (CAFS and 
CESAG) to train resource persons regionally in advocacy 
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24. HHRAA/SARA documents on Internet and through email mechanism 

25. Promoting HHRAA/SARA publications through a variety oflistserves 

26. Introducing advocacy through one day presentations 

27. Translation and printing ofLes Jeunes en Danger into English and reprinting 
in French 

28. Dissemination week on adolescent reproductive health held in Burkina Faso 
coordinated by CERPOD 

9. 8 regional dissemination workshops 

+1. Financing Sustainability meeting, Nairobi 

+2. Nutrition strategies for ECSAHC 

+3. Basic education meeting, Kadoma 

+4. Medical barriers conference, Zimbabwe 

+5. Research methodologies for education, Gambia 

+6. Nutrition advocacy workshop, Makerere 

+ 7. WHO Weaning foods meeting, Alexandria 

+8. Educational testing and reform, Mombasa 

+9. CRHCS Chairpersons meeting on Breastfeeding 
and Child Feeding, Nairobi 

+10. CERPOD meeting on Analysis of Data from the 
Adolescents Study 

+ 11. ECSAHC meeting on consequences of abortion 

+12. SAGO Preconference meeting 

+ 13. Medical Access and Quality conference, Burkina Faso 

+ 14. REDSO /ESAIntegration Meeting 

+ 15. DJCC meeting on Health Reform 
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Appendix B-List of Deliverables Over the Life of the Project 

+16. CERPOD summary workshop on adolescent health 
in the Sahel 

+ 17. Reproductive Health Research Network: Role of 

Oct 1995 

Mrican Men in Family Planning Nov 1995 

+18. HHRAA session at Kampala AIDS Conference Dec 1995 

+ 19. DHS/Macro-WHO workshop: The Role of Men in 
ReproductiveHealth Apr-May 1996 

+20. CERPOD/PRB: Mobilizing the Media: Seminarfor 
Senior Journalists on Adolescent Health June 1996 

+21. 5th Congress of Association for Health Information 
and Libraries in Africa Sept 1996 

+22. CERPOD Advocacy Workshop Oct 1996 

+23. Reproductive Health Network meeting Nov 1996 

+24. WHO Francophone CDD andARIProgram Managers 
Conference Nov 1996 

+25. Male Involvement Regional Workshop in Harare Dec 1996 

+26. Forum "Preparing Mrican Youth for the Next Millennium: 
Challenges for Reproductive Health" Jan 1997 

+27. Conference on the Socio-Demographic Impact of AIDS in 
Africa, sponsored by the International Institute for the Scientific 
Study of Population committee onAIDS and the University of Natal Feb 1997 

+28. PROFILES andAdvocacyworkshop run by BASICS Feb 1997 

+29. ECSADissemination Centers' Workshop and assessment Feb 1997 

+30. Regional Seminar on HN/AIDS Prevention in Military 
Populations 

+31. 18th African Health Sciences Congress 

Mar 1997 

Apr 1997 

+32. REDSO /ESA Conference for Improving the Quality of Reproductive 
and Child Health Services in East and Southern Africa Apr 1997 
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.33.CAFSAdvocacyWorkshop May 1997 

+34. World Bank/UNICEF /USAID Forum on Cost-sharing in the 
Social Sectors ofSub-saharanMrica June 1997 

.35. International Foundation for Education and Self-Help 

(IFESH) Summit July 1997 

.36. SOMA-Net Third Social Sciences and Health Conference 
in Mrica July 1997 

10. 22 follow-up TA activities involving 2 people for 14 days each 

1. TAfornon-projectassistance (NPA) meetinginNiger 

2. TA on presentation of nutrition data to ECSAHCministers 

3. TAon dissemination strategies to ECSAHC 

4. TA on research on consequences of abortion to ECSAHC 

5. TAonresearchdesign toCERPoD 

6. TAon quantitative methods to CERPOD 

7. TAonqualitativemethodstoCERPOD 

8. TAon research methodologies to ERNWACA 

9. TAondisseminationstrategiestoERNWACA 

10. TAon development of regional project to REDSO /WCA 

11. TA on designing workshop on advocacy to Makerere University 

12. TA to ECSAHC to prepare regional workshop on health reform 

13. TA to ECSAHC to develop dissemination materials on the consequences ofabor

tion 

14. TA to BASICS in West Mrica on the use of PROFILES 

15. TA to CERPOD to design and facilitate dissemination workshop 

U8 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Appendix B-List of Deliverables Over the Life of the Project 

16. TA to ERNWACA for the analysis of data gathered by the BEEP Project 

17. TA to ERNW ACA for the publication of a synthesis of their research studies 

18. TA to CERPOD to develop The Indicators Project 

19. TA to National African Malaria Program Managers on proposal develop
ment 

20. TA to ORANA to prepare strategic planning meeting 

21. TA to ZNFPC to prepare medical barriers meeting 

22. TA to REDSO/ESAfor the organization and implementation of two re
gional meetings 

23. TA to ECSAHC for meeting in Nairobi on Breastfeeding and Child Feeding 
Gointlywith WELLSTART) 

24. TA toAFR/SD /HRD on the design of program management software 

25. TAon the evaluation of the use of nutrition-related data contained in the DHS 
Reports and the Nutrition Chart Books in relevantAfrican countries. 

26. TA to six African researchers on the production of six case studies on education 
policyfOImation in Africa 

27. TAtotheAssociationforEducationalAssessmentinAfrica(AEAA) to organized 
and facilitate Mombasameetingon educational assessment 

28. TA toAFR/SD /HRD relating to their Performance Measurement and Evaluation 
Systems 

29. TA to AFR/SD /HRD to organize and facilitate staff retreat and meetings of coop
eratingagencies 

30. TA toAFR/SD /HRD to produce review ofliterature on education-health program 
linkages 

31. TA toAFR/SD/HRD to produce computer-basedmathematica1 models oftubercu
losis cases linked to HIV 

32. TA to AFR/SD/HRD on the development of an assessment tool and a 
manual for national authorities relating to Integrated Child Management 
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33. TA to AFR/SD/HRD on the development of an assessment tool and a 
manual for national authorities relating to Integrated Child Management 

34. TA to AFR/SD/HRD to review literature on decentralization of education 
services 

35. TA to AFR/SD/HRD to review literature on the use of conditionality in 

support of education policy reform 

36. TA to AFR/SD /HRD to produce summary ofliterature on the role of teach
ers in implementing policy, with annotated bibliography and field-research 
framework 

37. Ongoing Taby ACI to CERPOD for production of'jeunes en Danger", the 
report from the SARA-sponsored research on adolescen t reproductive health in 
the Sahel 

38. TA to ORANA for the planning of their regional activities 

39. TA to ERNWACAfor the organization of their August 1996 workshop 

40. TA to SateLife for installation of HealthN et in West Africa 

41. TA to WHO /HSR in Harare for the assessment of regional health-research 
training 

42. Development of a strategy guidance paper about AIDS in Mrica for USAID 

43. A technical paper and consultation on civil-military collaboration on AIDS in 
Mrica 

44. TA to USAID/Bamako on a child-survival strategy 

45. TA to ERNWACAforevaluation 

46. Peer view of Johns Hopkins monograph on bednets for malaria control 

47. TA to SD/HRD for their annual report 

48. Literature review ofliteracy and NFE programs in Mrica 

49. Background paper for CILSS strategic planning 

50. TA to SD /HRD for Consultations on Crisis Prevention, Mitigation, and Re
covery in West and Central Mrica 
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Appendix B-List of Deliverables Over the Life of the Project 

51. TA by ACI to the World Bank for the organization of their West Mrica BRA 
meeting 

52. TA by ACI to USAID for the organization ofa West Africa health donors' 
meeting 

53. TA by ACI to CERPOD on the Indicators Project 

54. TA to AFRjSD on Health Portfolio 

55. TA to CERPOD on Advocacy 

56. TA to WHO j AFRO CDD and ARI Managers Meeting 

57. TA to African AIDS Research Network 

58. TA to AFRjSD Education Portfolio 

59. TA for Mrican PHN Workforce Analysis 

60. TA to REDSOjESAfor Tanzania Health Insurance Program 

61. TA to CEFOREP on Emergency Obstetric Care 

62. TA to WHOj AFRO and CDC to evaluate dysentery and cholera initiative in 
Southern Mrica. 

63. TA to CAFS on Advocacy 

64. TA to SFPS and BASICS on IEC-meeting facilitation 

65. TA to ERNWACA national offices on completion of research 

66. TA to REDSOjESAon postabortion care studies 

67. TA to CESAGon curriculum design 

68. TA to HHRAAon website design 

69. TA to Makerere University on proposal development 

11. 24 Technical reports, 20 technical bulletins-200 copies each. Ten of each into 

French. 

1. Monograph on research on infant feeding" 
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2. Strategic framework for integrated case management 

3. African Population Programs" 

4. Impact ofHIV / AIDS on Population" 

5. Reliability of Population Data" 

6. Proceedings of Population and Environment Meeting 

7. Strategic framework for safe motherhood and reproductive health 

8. Editing, production, and translation ofDFAreport' 

9. Summary of Educational Policy Formulation in Africa 

10. Translation of World Bank Nutrition document on experiences of nutritional 
programs in Mrica* 

11. Report of the Zimbabwe Medical Barriers Conference' 

12. Report on NPA in Niger 

13. Synthesis and dissemination ofNAS books on population dynamics' 

14. Strategic framework for basic education 

15. Electronic linkages in Mrica 

16. Strategic framework for finance and sustainability 

17. USAID Child Survival Strategy for Mrica (draft) 

18. Education conference report (Kadoma) 

19. AIDSCOM report oflessons learned 

20. Strategic framework for malaria 

21. Strategic framework for nutrition 

22. Utilization of knowledge in policy formulation 

23. Strategic framework for behavior change 

24. Dissemination issues paper 
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Appendix B-List of Deliverables Over the Life of the Project 

25. Synthesis of Better Health in Africa· 

26. Strategic framework for HIV / AIDS, STls, and TB 

27. Report on qualitative findings relating to adolescents and family planning in 

the Sahel (draft) 

28. Female Genital Mutilation and AIDS 

29. Report on the use ofDHS nutrition data 

30. Monograph on consequences of abortion in ECSAHC 

31. Policy booklet on the consequences of abortion in ECSAHC (in process) 

32. Guidelines for preparation of in tegrated case management of sick child 

33. Monograph on programs to improve infant feeding practices 

34. Providing services for STIs within other health programs 

35. Strategic framework for population and family planning 

36. Summary ofHHRAA Strategic Frameworks.* 

37. Synthesis of state-of-the-art on education research in West Africa 
(ERNWACA)* 

38. Report on linkages between TB and HIV / AIDS 

39. Streamlined methodology for nutritional assessment and counseling 

40. CDD and ARI programs in Sub-Saharan Africa 

41. Designing by dialogue: consultative research for improving young child feed
ing (working draft) 

42. Education-health linkages in child developmen t: a guide to resources (draft) 

43. Health education in Ghana: a case study of institutional capacity building 
(draft) 

44. HealthNet in Africa: directory of users 

45. Integrating family planning and MCH services with STD /HIV prevention: 
summary of an evaluation of intervention and policy options in Botswana 
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46. The time to act: women's nutrition and it's consequences for child survival 
and reproductive health in Mrica (draft) 

47. Introduction to Advocacy: Training Guide * 

48. Making a Difference to Policies and Programs: A Guide for Researchers* 

49. Cost-effectiveness of the Nutrition Communication Project in Mali 

50. An African Framework for Design and Implementation of Child Survival In
terventions: Focused Interventions for Impact Strengthened Systems for 
Sustainability 

51. The Implementation and Sustainability ofInsecticide-Treated Mosquito Net 
(IMN) Programs for Malaria Control in Mrica: Lessons Learned from the 
Bagamoyo Bednet Project, Tanzania 

52. Summary Report: The Implementation and Sustainability ofInsecticide
Treated Mosquito Net (IMN) Programs for Malaria Control in Africa: Lessons 
Learned from the Bagamoyo Bednet Project, Tanzania 

53. Health and Health Systems in the Sahel: Background Paper for the Comite 
permanent Inter-Etats de lutte contre la secheresse dans Ie Sahel (CILSS) 

54. A Regional Assessment of Health and Health Systems Research Training in 
East and Southern Africa 

55. Preventing Maternal Mortality through Emergency Obstetric Care 

56. Improving Teenage Reproductive Health in Tanzania: Policy and Program 
Implications 

57. Improving Teenage Reproductive Health in Uganda: Policy and Program 
Implications 

58. Improving Teenage Reproductive Health in Zimbabwe: Policy and Program 
Implications 

59. Male Involvement in Family Planning: A Review of the Literature and Se
lected Program Initiatives in Mrica 

60. Global Survey of Military HIV / AIDS Policies and Programs 

61. Education Decentralization in Mrica: As Viewed through the Literature and 
USAID Projects 
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62. Decentralizing Education: The BESO/Tigray Case Study 

63. Decentralizing Education: The BESO /Tigray Case Study, A Summary 

64. The Impact ofPulaar Literacy Training on Villages in Northern Senegal: 
The Findings of a Pilot Study 

65. Formal and Nonformal Education and Empowered Behavior: A Review of 
the Research Literature 

66. Facts for Feeding: Guidelines for Appropriate Complementary Feeding of 
Breastfet Children 6-24 Months of Age 

67. Nutrition and Vitamin A 

68. Strategic Management of Crisis in Sub-Saharan Africa: Linking Relief and 
Development (draft) 

*French version available 

12. 10 innovative dissemination tools, $15K each 

1. Participation of African documentalists inAPHA training. June 1993. 

2. Presentation (PROFILES) on Nutrition to ECSAHC Health Ministers meeting 
(Novemberl993) and in Senegal (August 1995) 

3. Electronic connectivity for ECSAHC and ERNWACA networks 

4. Workshop on Adolescent Reproductive Health for senior-level francophone 
African journalists 

5. Use of the Internet for dissemination ofHHRAA/SARA documents 

6. Use of African information centers for dissemination and advocacy 

7. Development of advocacy training modules 

8. Development ofHHRAA e-notes 

9. Ongoing development ofHHRAA home page on the World Wide Web 

10. Development of "HHRAA Highlights," occasional technical bulletin 

11. Workshop on HIV / AIDS for senior-level francophone Africanjournalists 
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12. Participatory Training of trainers workshop for advocacy 

13. Electronic versions of published HHRAA documents on HHRAA website 

13. MIS 

Paul Mannes Software package 

Maureen Norton monitoring consultancy 

in-house billing number/category tracking 

cable tracking system 

document tracking system 
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Appendix C-Dissemination/Publications List 

SARA Project Publications (Year 5) 

AIDS Briefs, Tony Barnett, Erik BIas and Alan Whiteside, Series editors, produced 

and printed by Academy for Educational Development, SARAProject, Wash
ington,DC (Octoberl996). 

A Regional Assessment of Health Systems Research Training in East and 
SouthemMrica, S.S. Ndeki, Health Systems Research Project for Eastern 

and Southern Africa, World Health Organization/ Africa Region, Zimbabwe; 
Academy for Educational Development, SARA Project, Washington, DC; 

AFR/SD, HHRAAProject, Washington, DC (March 1997). 

An Mrican Framework for Design and Implementation of Child Survival Inter
ventions: Focused Interventions for Impact Strengthened Systems for 

Sustainability,AFR/SD,HHRAAProject,Washington, DC; Academy for 
Educational Development, SARA Project, Washington, DC (January 1997). 

CDD and ARI Programs in Sub-Saharan Mrica: Redefining Their Roles in a 

Changing Context, Hugh Waters, Academyfor Educational Development, 

SARAProject, Washington, DC (January 1997) English and French. 

Cost-effectiveness of the Nutrition Communication Project in Mali,] ay Ross, 

Academy for Educational Development, SARA Project, Washington, DC (July 

1997). Expanded summary available in English and French. 

Decentralizing Education: The BESO/Tigray Case Study, Marc Sommers, Acad

emyfor Educational Development, SARA Project, Washington, DC;AFR/SD / 
HHRAAProject, Washington, DC (November 1996). 

Decentralizing Education: The BESO/Tigray Case Study, A Summary, Paula 

Whitacre,Academyfor Educational Development, SARA Project, Washing
ton, DC (November 1996). 

Designing by Dialogue: Consultative Research for Improving Young Child Feed

ing, Kate Dicken and Marcia Griffi ths, The ManoffGroup and Ellen Piwoz, 
Academy for Educational Development, SARAProject, Washington, DC 
(June 1997). 

Educational Decentralization in Mrica: As Viewed Through the Literature and 
USAID Projects, Paula Whitacre,Academyfor Educational Development, 
SARAProject, Washington, DC (January 1997). 
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Education-Health Linkages in Child Development: A Guide to Resources, Kaaren 
Christopherson, Academy for Educational Development, SARA Project, 
Washington, DC;AFR/SD, HHRAAProject, Washington, DC (October 
1996). 

Formal and Nonformal Education and Empowered Behavior: A Review of the 

Research Literature,j eanne Moulton, Academy for Educational Develop

ment, SARA Project, Washington, DC (April 1 997) Also in French. 

Global Survey of Military mv / AIDS Policies and Programs, Rodger Yeager and 
Craig Hendrix, The Civil-Military Alliance, Hanover, NH; Academyfor Edu
cational Development, SARAProject, Washington, DC (January 1997). 

Guide for the Introduction of Integrated Management of Childhood Illness, 
Mariam Claeson,Academyfor Educational Development, SARA Project, 

Washington, DC;AFR/SD, Washington, DC (September 1996). 

Health and Health Systems in the Sahel, Hugh Waters, Academy for Educational 

Development, SARAProject, Washington, DC (January 1997) English and 

French. 

Health Education in Ghana: A Case Study of Institutional Capacity Building, 

Hugh Waters,Academyfor Educational Development, SARA Project, Wash
ington, DC (January 1997) English andFrench. 

The Impact of Pulaar Literacy Training on Villages in N orthem Senegal: The 

Findings ofa Pilot Study, Michelle Kuenzi,AcademyforEducational Deve 1-
opment, SARA Project, Washington, DC (May 1997). 

The Implementation andSustainability of Insecticide-Treated Mosquito Net 
(IMN) Programs for Malaria Control in Rural Africa: Lessons Learned 

from the Bagamoyo Bednet Project, Tanzania, Clive Shiff et. al., Johns 
Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health, Baltimore, MD; Muhirnbili 
University College of Health Sciences, Dares Salaam, Tanzania; Academyfor 
Educational Development, SARA Project, Washington, DC;AFR/SD, 
HHRAAProject, Washington, DC (May 1997). 

An Introduction to Advocacy: Training Guide, Ritu R. Sharma, Academy for 
Educational Development, SARAProject, Washington, DC;AFR/SD, 
HHRAAProject, Washington, DC (1996) . Also in French. 
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Introdution to Advocacy: Training Guide-Brochure, Academy for Educa
tional Development, SARA Project, Washington, DC; AFR/SD, HHRAA 
Project, Washington, DC. Also in French. 

Male Involvement in Family Planning: A Review of the Literature and Selected 

Program Initiatives inAfrica, Lalla Toure, Morehouse School of Medicine, 
Atlanta, GA;Academyfor Educational Development, SARA Project, Wash
ington, DC (November 1996). English and French. 

Overlooked and Undervalued: A Comprehensive Review of Educational Research 

in West and CentralAfrica, Richard Maclure, Academy for Educational 
Development, SARA Project, Washington, DC (January 1997) Also in 
French. 

Preventing Maternal Mortality Through Emergency Obstetric Care, May Post, 
Tulane School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, Academyfor Educa
tional Development, SARAProject, Washington, DC (April 1997) English and 
French. 

Support for Analysis and Research in Africa (SARA) Annual Report Project 
Year4 (FY96). December 1996. 

Summary Report: The Implementation and Sustainability of Insecticide
Treated Mosquito Net (IMN) Programs for Malaria Control in Rural Af
rica: Lessons Learned from the Bagamoyo Bednet Project, Tanzania, Clive 
Shiff et. al.,j ohns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health, Baltimore, 
MD;MuhimbiliUniversityCollegeofHealthSciences,DaresSalaam,Tanza
nia;Academyfor Educational Development, SARA Project, Washington, DC; 
AFR/SD, HHRAAProject, Washington, DC (May 1997) English andFrench .. 

The Time to Act: Women's Nutrition and its Consequences for Child Survival 

and Reproductive Health in Africa,j ean Baker, Luann Martin, Ellen Piwoz, 
Academy for Educational Development, SARAProject; Washington, DC (De
cember 1996) English and French. 

Publications in Production 

AIDS Briefs-French, Tony Barnett, ErikBlas and Alan Whiteside, Series editors, 
produced and printed by Academyfor Educational Development, SARA 
Project, Washington, DC. 
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Designing by Dialogue: Consultative Research for Improving Young Child Feeding

French, Kate Dicken and Marcia Griffiths, The Manoff Group and Ellen 
Piwoz, Academy for Educational Development, SARA Project, Washing
ton,DC. 

Facts for Feeding, Academy for Educational Development, SARA Project and 

LINKAGES Project, Washington, DC. 

Guide for the Introduction of Integrated Management of Childhood lliness, 

Mariam Claeson, Academy for Educational Development, SARA Project, 
Washington, DC; AFR/SD, Washington, DC. French version. 

Co-Produced Publications 

Educational Research Information for Practitioners, Educational Research 
Network in Eastern and Southern Mrica (ERNESA) Secretariat and 
Academy for Educational Development, SARA Project, Washington, DC, 
(October 1996) . 

Improving Teenage Reproductive Health in Tanzania: Policy and Programme 

Implications, Commonwealth Regional Health Community Secretariat, 
Arusha, Tanzania; Academyfor Educational Development, SARAProject, 
Washington, DC;AFR/SD /HHRAAProject, Washington,DC (December 
1996). 

Improving Teenage Reproductive Health in Uganda: Policy and Programme 

Implications, Commonwealth Regional Health Community Secretariat, 
Arusha, Tanzania;Academyfor Educational Development, SARA Project, 
Washington, DC;AFR/SD /HHRAAProject, Washington, DC (December 
1996). 

Improving Teenage Reproductive Health in Zimbabwe: Policy and Programme 

Implications, Commonwealth Regional Health Community Secretariat, 
Arusha, Tanzania; Academy for Educational Development, SARAProject, 
Washington, DC;AFR/SD/HHRAAProject, Washington, DC (December 

1996). 

Making a Difference to Policies and Programs: A Guide for Researchers, Roh
ert Porter and Suzanne Prysor:J ones, Academy for Educational Develop
ment, SARA Project, Washington, DC (July 1997) Also in French. 
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Documents produced by SARA for 1HlRAA 

Africa Bureau: Guidance for Addressing Vitamin A Deficiency in Africa. 
AFR/SD, USAID, Washington, DC. 

IllIRAA Highlights: New Strategies Needed for Urban Family Planning. 

SEATS Project, Academy for Educational Development, SARA Project, 
HHRAAProject, USAID, Washington, DC (May 1997). 

HHRAA Web Site, Academy for Educational Development, SARA Project, 
Washington, DC (October 1996). 

Private Sector AIDS Policy Presentation and Overheads. Renuka Bery, Acad
emy for Educational Development, SARA Project, Washington, DC (April 
1997). 

SARA 1997 Trip Reports 

Field Testing of the Designing by Dialogue Manual and Process: Application to 
the Freedom from Hunger /Brakwa-Breman Rural Bank Credit with Edu

cation Program in Ghana. Accra, Ghana: October 4,1996. Kate Dickin. 

SARA Advocacy Training Workshop on Adolescent Reproductive Health. 
Bamako, Mali: October 14-1S, 1996. Lillian Baer, BarkyDiallo, and Lalla 
Toure. 

African Regional Conference on Men's Participation in Reproductive Health 
and Meetingwith REDS ° /ESA, Pathf'mder International,jHPIEGO, 
Flll/KenyaandCAFS.Harare,ZimbabweandNairobi,Kenya:Decemberl-
11, 1996. May Post. 

Conference on Men's Par1icipation in Reproductive Health. Harare, Zimbabwe: 
December 2-6, 1996. Lalla Toure. 

Trip Report. Accra, Ghana: Deccember 15-1S, 1996, Ougadougouand Gourdi, 
Burkina Faso: December lS-27, 1996. Gary Engleberg. 

MricanForum on Adolescent Reproductive Health. Addis Ababa, Ethiopia: 
January 20-24, 1997. Lalla Toure. 

Trip Report. Nairobi,Kenya: February 3-7, 1997.SuzannePrysor:Jonesand 
RenukaBery. 
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The Second Regional Meeting on the Implementation of Integrated Manage
mentofChildhoodlllness (IMCI) inAfrica. Brazzaville, Congo: February 
24-March 4, 1997. Suzanne Prysor:J ones. 

Meetings with ECSA, and SARA Funded Dissemination Centers, and CAFS, 
and REDSOjE. Harare, Zimbabwe and Nairobi, Kenya: March 14-28, 

1997. Renuka Bel)'. 

Review of the Project for Improving Preparedness and Response to Cholera 
and Other Epidemic Diarrhoeal Diseases in Southern Mrica. Harare, 
Brazzaville: April 1-14, 1997. Sambe Duale. 

Technical Meeting on Reform and Development of Reproductive Health 
Training Curricula. Abidjan, Cote d 'Ivoire: April 21-26, 1997. Lalla 
Toure. 

Meetings withAHRTAG, Institutions and Projects in Dakar, and Participation 
inREDSO jESA Quality Improvement Conference in Mombasa. London, 
England; Dakar, Senegal; and Mombasa, Kenya: April 21-May 3,1997. 
Suzanne Prysor:Jones. 

Consultative Meeting with Organizations Working on Electronic Communica
tion Initiatives inMrica. Boston, Massachusetts: May 1-2,1997. Renuka 
Bery, and BretHanis. 

Advocacy Training Workshop and Related Activities. Nairobi, Kenya: May 11-
25,1997. RenukaBery. 

The Third Social Science and Health International Conference and The Fourth 
MricanMrican-AmericanSummit.Harare,Zimbabwe:]uly20-26,1997. 
SarnbeDuale. 

Assistance to ERNWACA (Educational Regional Network for West and Cen
tralMrica). Bamako, Mali:]uly, 22-26, 1997.]ean-Georges Dehasse. 
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I Appendix D-Conferences and Meetings Organized 

I 
CESAG-SARA consultative meeting on 
CESAG's Masters in Health Economics Dakar October 1996 

I Three-day training/ sensitization exercise 
for Mrican researchers brought together 
by the Mrican AIDS Research Network Accra December 1996 

I ECSADissemination Centers' 
Workshop and assessment March 1997 

I SARA and JHPIEGO one-daymeeting, 

I 
added to the Forum on Reproductive 
Health Pre-service Training, to discuss 
issues and prospects for improving care 

I 
of obstetric complications (COC) in WCA. Abidjan April 1997 

CAFSAdvocacy Workshop Nairobi May 1997 

I FHI Consultative Group, working on 
HHRAA-funded initiative relating to the 

I 
financing offamily-planning services. Washington May 1997 

Workshop for ERNW ACAresearchers to 

I prepare papers forpresentation Abicljan June 1997 

Workshop for ERNWACAresearchers to 

I prepare papers forpresentation Dakar July 1997 

Workshop for ERNWACAresearchers to 

I preparepapersforpresentation Accra August 1997 

AFR/SD Strategic Planning Meeting 

I on HIV / AIDS Prevention and Mitigation 
in Africa Washington June 1997 

I AFR/SD consultation with WHO/AFRO, 
European Commission, and other USG 

I 
Agencies on Epidemic Preparedness and 
Response in Sub-Saharan Mrica Washington September 1997 

I 
I 
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Appendix E-Conferences Attended 

Appendix E-Conferences Attended by SARA Staff and 
Consultants 

Data for Decision Making workshop 
on the prqjected CESAGprogram 
on health financing. Dakar Oct1996 

CERPOD Regional Advocacy Training 
Workshop, Octoberl4-19, 1996 Bamako Oct1996 

Reproductive Health Research Network in 
Francophone Mrica' s annual conference 
and scientific meeting on "the role of Mrican 
men in reproductive health" Brazzaville Nov 1996 

WHO Francophone Program Managers meeting, 
dealingwith Integrated Managementof 
Childhood Illness (IMCI) andconcemsthe CDD 
andARI Program Managers Bamako Nov 1996 

Consultative Group Meetingof the Children's 
Vaccine Initiative (CVI) Dakar Dec 1996 

The Mrican Society of Gynecologists and 
Obstetricians (SAGO) Fourth Regional Congress Abicljan Dec1996 

Male Involvement Regional Workshop Harare Dec 1996 

Training/sensitization exercise with a select 
group of African researchers being brought 
together by the Mrican AIDS Research Network Accra Dec 1996 

OANA annual focal-point meeting, Dakar Dec 1996 

Seminar on "AID to Mrica Over the Next 
TenYears" Washington Jan 1997 

Youth forum on "Preparing African Youth for 
the NextMillenium: Challenges for 
Reproductive Health" Addis Ababa Jan 1997 
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Conference on the Socio-Demographic Impact 
of AIDS in Africa Durban Feb 1997 

PROFILES and Advocacy workshop to be run 
by BASICS Dakar Feb 1997 

Second Regional Meeting on the 

Implementation ofIntegratedManagement 

of Childhood Illness in Africa Brazzaville Feb 1997 

RegionalSeminaronHIV / AIDS Prevention in 

Military Populations Wmdhoek March 1997 

ECSADissemination Centers'Workshopand 

Assessment Hamre March 1997 

The Society for International Nutrition Research New Orleans April 1997 

Strengthening PVO Linkages for Child Survival Atlanta April 1997 

The 18th African Health Sciences Congress CapeTown April 1997 

Forum on Reproductive Health Pre-service 

Training Abidjan April 1997 

REDSO /ESA Conference for Improving the 
Quality ofReproductive and Child Health 
Services in East and Southern Africa Mombasa April 1997 

CAFSAdvocacy Workshop Nairobi May 1997 

FHI Consultative Group on the developmentof 
a strategic framework and policy briefs on the 
financing offamily-planning services. Washington May 1997 

The US-EUTaskForce on Emerging and 
Re-emerging Infectious Diseases Geneva May 1997 

Conference on health-care financing, in concert 
with the World Bank and UNICEF. Addis Ababa June 1997 

AFR/SD Strategic Planning Meeting on 
HIV / AIDS Prevention and Mitigation in Africa Washington June 1997 

ERNWACA Working Group Meeting Abidjan June 1997 
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Appendix E-Conferences Attended 

SPFS/BASICS meeting on Information, 
Education and Communication (IEC) training 

International Congress of Nutrition (and Satellite 

Dakar 

meeting related to the Bellagio Global Initiative) Montreal 

LINKAGES Technical Roundtable on 
Complementary Feeding 

International Foundation for Education 
and Self-Help (IFESH) Summit 

The Third Social Sciences and Health 
Conference in Africa 

ERNWACA Working Group Meeting 

Johns Hopkins University Technical Advisory 
Board meeting on Complementary Feeding 
Research 

ERNWACA Working Group Meeting 

AFR/SD consultation with WHO / AFRO, 
European Commission, and other USG 
Agencies on Epidemic Preparedness and 
Response in Sub-Saharan Africa 
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Appendix F-Outside Contacts and Collaboration 

Appendix F-Outside Contacts and Collaboration with 
USAID Offices, Other Projects, Other Donors 

In each areaofHHRAA/SARAconcern, efforts have been made to engage with other 

donors and projects to: 

• obtain maximum input into the issues identification process; 

• take cognizance of research, analysis, and dissemination activities thatothers 
are carrying out; 

• identify areas for collaboration on specific activities where SARA can playa 
complementarysupportiverole; and, 

• leverage additional resources for HHRAA/SARA-relatedactivities. 

The following examples give an overview of coordination efforts: 

Child Suroival 

• Coordination withAED and BASICS staff on preparing the IECWorkshop for 

WestAfrica 

• CoordinationwithWHO,TheWoridBank,andBASICSonthePreparatory 
Guideforthe Introduction ofintegrated Case Management 

• Participation in the USAlD Global Bureau Malaria Working Group 

• Discussionswith Population Communications Services at] ohns Hopkins U ni
versityon the GhanaIEC case study 

Cross-cutting issues 

• Discussion on dissemination and advocacy 

• Close collaboration with REDSO on the ECSAHealth Reform workshop and 
follow-up and on integration ofSTIs into MCH/FP programs 

• Collaboration with Management Sciences for Health on preparing and facilitat
ingthe Health Reform workshop iq ECSAand on follow up activities with 
REDSO/ESA, CRHCS/ECSAandNAPHI. 

• Discussions with COHRED on strengthening ENHRinAfrica 
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• Participation in ADDR/P working group to prepare the meeting on tak
ing research to policy and programs 

Dissemination 

• Ongoing relations with ABIC, with Global and AFR projects, organiza

tions like the NAS's BOSTID and AAAS's sub-Saharan Mrica department, 

that are involved in dissemination activities, sharing experiences, advice, 

Mrican contacts 

• Participation in USAID discussions on the Leland Initiative 

• Participation in APHA's series of presentations on electronic information 
activities 

• Ongoing discussions with Heal thN et on Mrican sites to be connected 

• Collaboration with IDRC/Dakar on ERNW ACA dissemination activities 

• Discussions with IRM Office on USAID's gopher and home page 

• Close collaboration with BASICS-supported ORANAInformation Center 

• Working relationships with APHA Clearinghouse's Mrican trainees in 
information outreach 

• Close collaboration with the World Bank's Mrica Technical Department 
on Nutrition publication and Better Health in Mrica dissemination and 
advocacy activities 

• Bringing together local non-profit organizations and individuals to dis
cuss their experiences with advocacy in Mrica 

• Discussions with UNICEF's Health Promotion Unit on electronic connec
tivity in Mrica 

Education 

• Ongoing partnership with ERNW ACA on regional educational research 

• Collaboration with ERNESA on the publication of studies relating to girls 
education 

• Coordination with IDRC/Dakar in support ofERNW ACA 
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Appendix F-Outside Contacts and Collaboration 

Nutrition 

• Collaboration with Wellstart International on preparing and follow-up of 
the CRHCS/ECSA Chairpersons meeting on Breastfeeding and Infant 
Feeding 

• Close collaboration with BASICS on the BASICS Nutrition Strategy and 
on the brochure on Child Mortality and Malnutrition 

• Collaboration with UNICEF and The World Bank on follow-up of the 
Bellagio Conference on Improving Nutrition Programming 

• Collaboration with WHO on preparing technical documents on improv
ing child feeding practices 

• Collaboration with WellstartInternational, BASICS, and UNICEF on 
revisions and use of the manual "Designing by Dialogue: Consultative 
Research for Improving Young Child Feeding" 

Population and Reproductive Health 

• Discussions with UNFPA, Rockefeller Foundation, the Association for 
Voluntary and Safe Contraception (AVSC) , Population Council and 
other U.S. Cooperating Agencies on the West Africa Reproductive 
Health Network 

• Discussions with USAID /Mali on follow-up of the CERPOD Adolescents 
Study 

• Collaboration with FamilyHealth Intemational andINTRAH (UNC) on the 
preparation and implementation of the FrancophoneAfricaregional conference 
entitled Increasing Access and Improving the Quality of Family Planning and 
Reproductive Health Services in Francophone Sub-Saharan Africa, held in 
Ouagadougou, March, 1995. 

• Collaboration with the Department of Population Dynamics, School ofHy
giene and Public Health atJohns Hopkins University on conducting the DHS 
secondarydataanalysisforCERPOD'sAdolescentStudy. 

• Collaboration with WHO on conducting a two-month workshop in 
FrancophoneAfrica on male involvementinfamilyplanning (scheduled to 
take place in February-March, 1996). 
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Tropical and Infectious Diseases 

• Collaboration with the AIDS CAP Project on the development and the 
dissemination plan of the private sector AIDS policy presentation 
(PSAPP) materials, including the planning of the HHRAA-sponsored 
workshop at the IXth International Conference on AIDS and STDs in 

Africa. 

• Collaboration with the USAID Task Force on Female Genital Mutilation 
in exploring the potential risk ofHIV transmission; 

• Work with selected USAID collaborating agencies in addressing the issues 
of the integration of STI services with family planning and other health 

programs. 
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