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I. In-Country ELT and Pre-Deoarture Orientation

The ITD-MA EI Salvador CAPS scholars began an intensive 5-week English
language training program in San Salvador, on August 21, 1989. The program was
developed and carried out by NAPA's sub-contractor, C.H.P. International, Inc. The
English language training (ELT) consisted of 6 hours a day of study of grammar, syntax,
reading, and conversation. As usual in short-term programs, teachers complemented
textbooks materials with situational dialogues, emphasizing the Functional Approach during
the five weeks. They also applied principles derived from or compatible with the Natural
Approach, along with a repertoire of ELT resources such as total physical response, role
playing, games, songs, dialogues, tapes, mimicry-memorization, and one-to-one tutoring,
among others.

Classes were held at Doctor Francisco Gavidia University. Final selection of trainees
was made by the third week of the program. Weekly evaluation forms were submitted to
AID/OET. Evaluation included academic work, language skills and personal qualifications.
Final screening was based on scholars' average grades and personal qualifications. From
September 20-26, 1989 the trainees participated in a cross-cultural pre-departure orientation
to enable them to obtain a greater understanding of U.S. life and culture in preparation for
their training period and stay in the United States.

On September 27, 1989, these 25 CAPS scholars left El Salvador for their U.S.
technical training programs. Upon arrival, they began an intensive English as a Second
Language (ESL) training at the Institute for Training and Development in Amherst,
Massachusetts (ITD-MA).

II. Stateside English as a Second Language Instruction

The four-month program of intensive ESL classes at ITD-MA have provided both
grammatical instruction, comprehension, reading and writing, and speaking, with
opportunities for learning survival or functional skills for the local area, including: exercise::
using bus schedules, a scavenger hunt in Amherst, interaction with college classes, practicing
dialogues, etc. Formal classes met five mornings a week, with additional informal exchanges
with a Spanish class at a local college (trading English conversation with Spanish
conversation). Much of the classroom work was conducted in small groups of seven or eight
where each scholar had the maximum opportunity to practice her English and receive
assistance from an instructor.1

1 Attachment A contains a sample of an ESL essay written by a scholar, entitled "My
First Winter in the USA."



III. Experience America

Each scholar was paired with a host "sister" or "brother," and a host family. Most of
the scholars have spent various holidays and weekends with their host families and/or with
the family of their host sibling. Also, the scholars have been very successful at making
friends in the apartment complex where they live. Each scholar has had a volunteer work
placement since the first month of the program of three to four hours per week. Examples
of placements are: The Family Center - caring for toddlers and Capacidad After School
Program - caring for children of grades K-6 and teaching Spanish. The volunteer work
time has helped them considerably in learning English. During these four months of the
program the group had a number of field trips as well.2

IV. Plans for Small Enterprise Development Training

During ESL, the technical trainer performed a survey of the scholars to identify
scholar needs and interests, personal skills and resources, and perceived community needs
and resources. This information has been used to focus the training curriculum to the needs
of the group. The classroom instruction will consist of simulation exercises, role
plays, workbook exercises, and scholars presentations (both group and individual). The
group will be making weekly visits to local small businesses. The preparation for and
debriefing of the visits will be structured so that the scholars will learn how to make
business profile assessments of the businesses visited. Starting in May the scholars will begin
seven-week internships at local businesses. Each week the technical trainer will conduct a
round-table session to allow the scholars to share their respective experiences and consider
possible applications for EI Salvador. The group will finish the technical component by
completing a detailed plan for a small enterprise venture in El Salvador.

V.TCA

A TCA report reflecting program activities for the period of August 21, 1989
through March 31, 1990, is attached.

2 Attachment B contains an issue of the EL Salvador CAPS newsletter published by the
scholars at ITD-MA, and Attachment C contains a description of the group's Experience
America activities for the period of September 27 - December 22, 1989.
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lee EDICION AMHERST, MA. DICIEMBRE 1989.

EDITORIAL

Primeramente queremos fe1icitar a cAda une de 1es personas Que

integran e1 programa, y agradecer1es de antemano e1 poder 11egar

haste sus hogares. El presente bo1etin y todas nuestra~ futurA~

criticas constructivas, aceDtaremos sugerencias por correo etc,

ediciones estaran dirigidas a comentar a1gunas actividade~ en 1a~

cuales muchas personas Darticlpan. Tambien optaremos por hacerI
(

etc. Esperamos que la presente edicion les informe sobre nues-

tras actividades y esDeramos crecer mediante sy ~poyo

Los Edi tores.

NUESTRA LLEGADA A E. E. U. U.

S~ptiembre 27 de 1989.

Sa1imos del aeropuerto de E.l Savador a las 12:00 m. yarribarnos
en Miami a las 4:00 p.m. hora local. Todo fue muy emocionante,
pero a la vez nos sentiamos tristes, pues habiamos dejado a nu ­

estras familias, y a1 mismo tiempo nos sentiamos emocionadas de
conocer un nuevo pais. Aterri~amos y tuYimos que tomar una espe­

cie de tren junto con los com~aneros de Alabama, y nos llevo
a la zona de migraclon en el aeropuerto • Ahi estuvimos mas de
una hora, pues todo el papeleo fue muy lento y luego teniamos

oue revizar maletas, y el tiemDo casi se nos acababa, pues tenla­
mos que tomar otro avion hacia Raleigh - Durha. Unos maleteros

tomaron nuestras maletas, pero tuvimos Que nagar ~ 1.00 por

el servicio. Nos registramos y tuvieron :_:e~ene~.~_l _:~~_~ ,.l•• ,_~-
-,-' ...-.._-~--.-..-_.~ -'...._--.--..- ..-._..---._- ---
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poroue casi despegaba, y mucha~ de nosotra~ todavia no llegabamo~

y tuvlmos que correr para no nerderlo, y Marck ( el director del [
programa de Alabama nos ayudo muchisimo por 10 que Ie estamos alt
mente agradecidas. A una de nuestras companeras no Ie dejaban pa­
sar de la maquina registradora ( Dalila) porque cada vez oue paseba
Ie sonaba el blp- bip y 1a vo1vian a regresar a comenzar 1a fila.
A pesar de tantos tropiezos tomamos e1 avion y volamos por dos
horas mas, hasta llegar al ot~o aeropuerto que fue el mas grande
J tuvimos nue caminar como un kilom etro para llegar a la otra pu­
erta de abordaje en donde tomamos el tercer y ultimo avion que nos
llevo a un aeropuerto en Connecticut. Y este fue el vuelo mas
meneado ( 1a comida de 108 aviones es horrible) Aterrlzamos a eso
de las 11:45 p.m. y fu1mos recib1das por 1a directora del programa
con un fuerte abrazo y por las demas personas del Staff, 10 Que no~

animo mucho. Luego viejamos por mAS de una hora hasta Mas~acbusets

en direccion hacia nuestro nuevo hogar, muchas estabamos cansadas
y nos senti amos nostalg1cas en un nuevo mundo, pero gracias a Dio~

podemos cont~rl0.

LOS AUTOBUSES.

Cinco co1egios 0 UniversldRdes Que rodean el centro de Amherst, son
los encprgados de pagar los eutobuses, que utili zan todos los estu­
diantes de 1a zona; por 10 que todos son gratis, pare todo el pu­
blico 1ncluyendo nosotras. . (
Los primeros dias viajabamos en las It van de lTD", luego tuvimos
que usar los buses. Todos los dias tenemos oue cam1nar hasta Ie
parada, al principlos los gringuitos, hombres y mujeres no~ ve1an
rRramente, como s1 fueramos algo raro 0 de otro planeta poroue
casi siemnre no vamos una, dos 0 tres, sino Que vamos Quince 0 mas.
y esto talvez les sorprende, y ellos saben que somos salVadorenas
Pero 1a onda esta cuando vamos aclases, y hay MUcha gente en la
parada y 10 que hacemos para no 1rnos paradas es ponernos nbuzas"
y los gringultos solo d1cen "goHead", y s1 se queden parados pues
mala suerte. Es emocionante agarrer asientoy y los drivers algune~

veces son mujeres y ot~as hombres y. son guanisl~0s estud'.entes de
18 UMASS pero no oarRn en curVas.

l
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Una de las princinAles ActividAdes es un curso de rn~les de cuatro
~&ses , edemas diferentes actividades que cornnlerncntnn el programa
entre la~ cUBles tenemos: VisitRS a negoclos, Pabricas y recibimos
informacion sobre ~ fabricacion d8 diversos articulos como es lR
vi.ita que realizamos a YANKEE CANDLE CO.
Ademes hernos asistido a ferias en diferentes nusblos, exnosiciones
de pintura moderna , etc,
Las visitas a fabricRs Y n~gocios tlenen nor objetlvo, fRrniliarizer
nos con el ti:>o de rnanuf:·cturn 'J nroduccion de di ferentes empresas.

Ademas de lAS visitRS reali~adas se nos irnnarten charlas con dife ­
rentes ternas DRrR f:1Ci 1 i t'Jr n'Jestra adantRc10n 11 estl'! culture y
asi poder obsrvar 18s diferenc;as cultlJrnles entre nuestro pais
y E.E. D.Do .

Foto. Profesoras Jordine y Jossette imDartiendo cll1se de
Ingles en la CRSB int~rnAcionAl de lTD.
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Ademns d~ }:18 activ:dades ante~ m~ncjnnArtas, nArtlc'r~m~s tRmbienprestRmos servicio de trabRjo vol\lnt~r:in en ri~fe!'ente~ entidaries.Gen~ralmen1:e Asistimos p e~cuela~ DArn nino~ de cjf~rcntns edadescomo son INPJ\NTS flue son los recip.l'1 nqCi~0S h;;stp. una erlad maximade IS meses, Lns TODDLh~R nue son los nin0s rlesd" Ie: !"1eses hastados anos 9 meses , y los PRE-SCHC1LAF h:,·tFJ 10;:; S. Nn.~ encr·rgATnosde cuidRrlos y jup;:r con ello~. AJ":'ln'is com:lancr~:c trFlhn.jFin canninos de mas edsa, nlle v,<;n 11 e~-tli ~l ~:"" G" ]11,",c,!'C; :jPC:;-)ll"'S de Sl1escuela, mient~':ls 3 ' l:" n,-,dres 1()~' rec,"'~n s1 cl]n;:; ':,rr,b ri,il1n.Tambien Dartici"I1JTj';1 on 1;nlu~8r ,]l;-' <'r,Jlr,m" SCili:' KITC;B;;;t~, quees un lugH.r a donde Sf' ~ennrtl' co:n~ ri'lS ;--nr ] n;:; shb~)(:,:;s a ] A genteQue 10 necer-,itCl. T8mb~.en ,~n estJ'S Ct':1t",~~ t]·r=bn.i~n p.studiA!1tesde otros centr~s educ~tlvn~ en difer0n'~s hnrAs eel jia. AlgunascCJmp;:;neras jrn~)2rten clpses dr "~"anol. C,.,dn. tr r ,blJ,'0 (~1:P. reRliz8-mo Res ~ r a d R l' n c CJ n'l C e r D fl T' ted e n 1F' S t '" n c u 1 t 11 r a •

Po to. Cent)') ~'irst Cr-;ngregRt:lonFJ C:>luch P:'f'School
Yo}"nCr; en 8'.1 tr'aba,;o v'lJunt.;:,r~0 con n1n0~ d(-'
e:~Ctd ~'rpesc01~r.

nEST AVAILABLE COpy
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de 10 que los apertamentos ~s­

a nuestro elrededor muchos luga
Piscina, Cancha de Tennis, de -

(

(

VJ DA HOGAR:~NA

Nosotros vivimos en unos apartamentos llamados Cliffside, estos quedan
enrrente de una montana en un Pueblo llamado Sunderland, a pocos minu­
tbs de la Universidad de Massachussetts, disfrutamos de un ambiente ju
ven1l y nuestra vida ahi es pasiva y 10 mejor que del lugar es que e~­

muy sano y limpio.
Tenemos todo a nuestro alcan~e, edemas
seen en su interior, podemos encontrar
re~ como pare divertlrnos tales como:
Basket-ball, ademas de \folleyba1..
Todas las mananas tenemos que levantarnos muy temprano, preparar nues­
tro desayuno y almuerzo para luego tomar el Bus, ya Que la mayor parte
del dia permanecemos en el Instituto Tecnico de Desarrollo (lTD), que
es nuestro lugar de estudio.
Nuestros deberes Dara con nuestros apartamentos consiste en limnieza,
cocinar y convivencia grupal.

MOMENTOS INOLVIDABLES

Clerto dia nos dlrigimos a una granja cosechadora de manzanas para oomprar
unas cuantas bolsas, nos dirigimos a los lugarp s esnecificos de la co­
seche de manzanas y al wer la cantidad de arboles repletos corrlmos a
cortales sin Derder tlempo, co~o gatos slguiendo a un raton.
Eran miles de manzanas Dor el suelo, de toda clase y de todo tamano.
Pero cual rue nuestra sorpresa cuando ya habiamos anrovechado y habia
mos comido todas las manzanas Que pudlmos~vlmos Que la duena de 1a~an

ja nos andaba siguiendo para ver sl nos com1amos alguna, perc nl s~ de
ba cuenta cuando las acababamos. Por donde auiera que nosotros tbamo;
ahi estaba ella para echarnos el ojo.
Eata rue una tarde muy dlvertida para nosotras, cada vez Que 10 recor­
damos es como si 10 volvieramos a vivir.
Sera dificl1 olvidar a una senora tan tacana y reganona como 1a duena •

•••••••••••••• ***•••••••••••• *~~.*••••••••••••*•••••••••••••• *•••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• *

l:.ditores: Virginia Villalta. Jotiria Julia Molina

~edatores: Rosalina Palacios. Mirna Linares
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Quarterly Group Experience America Report
El Salvador Small Scale Enterprise Development

Institute for Training and Development
Amherst, Massachusetts

September 27,1989-December 22, 1989

Belchertown Parade and Agricultural Fair
Saturday, September 30, 1989
Belchertown, Massachusetts
transportation: I.T.D. vans
costs: entrance-free, tickets were bought for rides for
participants
The participants had a good time watching and walking the parade
roate to arrive at the fair. They enjoyed seeing the 4-H exhibits
with crafts and farm animals and the animal shows. Host of the
participants went on the mechanical rides and they had an exciting
time. It was a nice activity to share during their first days
here, to do something fun together and to get to know another town
in the area.

Autumn Festival
Saturday, September 30, 1989
Williamsburg, Massachusetts
transportation: I.T.D. vans
costs: price of 12 pumpkins and some refreshments ~o share
We joined two other I.T.D. groups from Guatemala and Peru and ~any

community friends for an Autumn Festival in Williamsburg. The
participants met other scholarship students and community members
and together we carved jack-o-lanterns, played apple-on-a-string,
ate typical New England fall dishes, and danced the night away.
The participants really enjoyed this evening, .aking friends with
the other groups and with the community. They laughed and joked
for days about their pumpkin carving and apple bobbing adventure
and learned about snm~ traditions of autumn and HalJoween.

Vermont Foliage Trip. Craft Fair and Flea Market
Monday, October 9, 1989
Dover, Vermont and Wilmington, Vermont
transportation: I.T.D. vans
costs: donation at craft fair
We took advantage of Columbus Day holiday to take a foliage trip
up to Vermont. The autumn leaves were at their peak at this time
of year. Mount Snow, a large ski resort had it's annual craft fair
and the participants enjoyed visiting and seeing the different
kinds of crafts available. Although they were quite shocked at the
prices they were asking. They enjoyed a wonderful and funny clown
show at the fair. On the way home they stopped at a flea market.
They decided that the prices were much more to their liking and
loaded down with fifty cent stuffed animals. It was a nice trip.
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Luis Enrique Meiia Godoy Concert (optional)
Thursday, October 12, 1989
Amherst College
transportation: P.V.T.A. busses
costs: $7.00 per participant
This was an optional activity, although only one participant chose
not to attend. The participants took the bus to Amherst College, a
first for them to ride the bus at night. The concert was attended
by many students from the area colleges and also community
residents. The concert and the announcements were in both English
and Spanish so the participants were able to understand what was
happening. The music and the atmosphere at the concert was quite
political and they were a little confused as to what was being
presented. TheJ enjoyed the music and the poetry. THe next day we
discussed the different political views that they will encounter
here in Amherst and the interest that people have in El ·Salvador.
We discussed that we have the right to freedom of speech, which
also entitles us not to speak if we chose not to. The concert
provided us with a good spring board to discuss with them the
different political views they may encounter.

Juan de la Sierra Concert (optional)
Friday, October 13. 1989
Amherst Regional Junior High School
transportation: I.T.D. vans .
costs: donation to A.R.H.S. Spanish Club
The classical guitar concert was also an optional activity,
although all of the participants attended. We were invited by the
Spanish Club at the High School and the participants were excited
about meeting the students. They helped in passing out programs
and serving refreshments during break. However, Bome of the
participants were quite tired and were lulled to Bleep by the
guitar music. Later. they decided that the music was beautiful,
but not in that pa~ticular setting. Better nn a cassettp.

Fine Arts HultiBand Pops Event (optional)
Saturday. October 14. 1989
University of Massachusetts
transportation: P.V.T.A bus
costs: $2.00 paid by participant (discounted)
About seventeen of the participants attended the multiband
concert. They loved the large hall at the University and being
with all the students. The events was very invigorating and they
asked to return for more.

Play "PROJECTS" (optional)
Monday, October 16, 1989
University of Massachusetts
transportation: P.V.T.A. bus
costs: the group received free passes
About twenty of the participants attended this play. They were
happy to return to the Fine Arts Center so soon. The play was very
visual and musical so they were able to follow the story. They got
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a glimpse of life in the inner city through the play and this
opened up discussions about the difference in life style, culture,
langauge, climate etc. in the different parts of the United
States.

Apple Picking
Wednesday, October 25, 1989
Hatfield, Massachusetts
transportation: I.T.D. vans
costs: $3.00 per bag of apples
The group was very happy about finally getting to go apple
picking, since the activity had been rained out earlier. They had
a great adventure with the woman who owned of the apple farm that
they wrote about in their newsletter. Afterwards they divided up
the appJeb and had some classes in cooking applesauce, apple pie
and baked apples.

Yankee Candle Factory
Wednesday, November 8, 1989
Deerfield, Massachusetts
transportation: ).T.D. vans
The group visited the Yankee Candle factory and had a very
interesting tour and history of the factory. The business was
started a few short years ago by one person and has grown and
expanded and mechanized. The participants learned about the
process involved in making candles and also how the business
works. They discussed afterwards the potential for candle making
businesses in EI Salvador.

Historical Sturbridge Village
Thursday, November 16, 1989
Sturbridge, Massachusetts
transportation: I.T.D. vans
costs:S125.00
We spent A ve~y intpresting day at a living historiccl vill~ge.

The partICIpants learned about how villages were set up and the
occupations and life styles of people in the 1700's in New
England. They enjoyed the trip and afterwards discussed the things
they learned in English class. It was interesting to note that
some of the things that were demonstrated as historical machines
and methods are still being used in some parts of El Salvador.

Thanksgiving Dinner
Tuesday, November 21, 1989
I.T.D. International House
costs: food bought at supermarket
Because all of the participants had plans to spend Thanksgiving
with their friends or families, we had a pre-Thanksgiving feast
together. The cooking class prepared all of the wonderful food:
turkey, stuffing, pumpkin pies, stuffed sweet potatoes and more.
The table was set with candles and the theatre group presented a
inspiring group prayer. In addition to a fantastic meal, it was
important for us to be together as a group and celebrate the
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meaning of Thanksgiving and offer support and love to the group
during these difficult times in their country.

Day After Thanksgiving Day Parade
Friday, November 24, 1989
Springfield, Massachusetts
transportation: I.T.D. van
For the participants who were around on the day after
Thanksgiving, we all went to the 'big balloon parade'. They bring
the balloons from the New York City parade to Springfield. It was
fun to see, but it was also cold. Later we went to the Holyoke
Mall to see the Christmas sales.

Art Gallery Visits
Wednesday, December 6, 1989
University of MAssachusetts
transportation: walking
The group went around the University of MAssachusetts to visit a
variety of galleries and art showings throughout the University.
This also gave t~em the opportunity to see more of the University
on a guided tour. It was however a very cold day and some of the
participants did not enjoy the outing.

Play "Ariano"
Friday, December 8, 1989
University of Massachusetts
transportation: P.V.T.A. bus
cost: complimentary tickets
The play was presented by the Puerto Rican Theatre Company and was
presented using both English and Spanish. Five of the participants
went early to offer their services as volunteers to help the
company set up for the show. They enjoyed the show and learned
about some of the cultural struggles of .any Puerto Ricans in this
area.

Trip to BOSTON
Tour of Boston, Natural Science Museum, Omni Theatre, El
Salvadoran restaurant
Wednesday, December 13, 1989
transportation: I.T.D. vans
costs: $145.00 entrance museum & Omni Theatre
The group was very anxious to see Boston. Some of the participants
had already been to Boston with their families, friends or
relatives. After a driving tour of Boston, they attended a three­
dimension spectacular show at the Omni Theatre. The subject was
the Australian Coral Reefs. Later they spent time in the exhibit
hall of the museum. For dinner they had previously decided that
they wanted to eat at a Salvadoran restaurant, so reservation had
been made at EI Rancho. They arrived home at 11:00 in the evening,
happy, tired and ready to go back again.
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Christmas Dance with CASP students
Friday, December 15, 1989
Berkshire Community College,Pittsfield, Massachusetts
transportation: I.T.D. vans
Our group was invited to join a group of students from Central
America for a Christmas dance. Our participants were very excited
about the dance, especially because the group at BeC was mostly
young men. They got all dressed up for the event. As could be
expected, they were a little nervous when we got there. Some of
the girls made friends quickly, we all danced and had a nice time.
We have made arrangements for future get togethers.

Nutcracker Ballet
Sunday, December 17. 1989
Northampton, Massachusetts
transportation: I.T.D. vans
cost: $175.00
The Pioneer Valley Ballet Company presented the annual Nutcracker
Ballet for the holiday. The performance is very professional and
wonderful to watch. The Ballet was performed in the Academy of
Music which is a historical building in Northampton. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed the Nutcracker.

Peace Pagoda
Wednesday, December 20, 1989
Leverett, Massachusetts
transportation: I.T.D. vans
The group visited the Peace Pagoda, a temple built by Buddhists
and others promoting peace in the world. The shared a tea with the
Buddhist nuns who live at the Peace Pagoda. It was a warm,
spiritual activity for the holidays.

Christmas Caroling at Nursing Homes
Th~rsday, December 21, 1989
Amherst, Massachusetts
transportation: I.T.D. vans
The participants prepared several songs to sing in both English
and Spanish to share with two local nursing homes and an After
School program, where some of the participants do their volunteer
work. In cooking class, they had prepared some delicious Christmas
cookies to share with the folks at the nursing homes. The event
was delightful and there were several teary eyes in the group and
the audience after the encounter. They mingled and shared with the
residents after they performed and discovered that the
communication was not a barrier to sharing.

Christmas Caroling in Neighborhood
Friday, December 22, 1989
Amherst
The participants who had not already left for the holidays joined
to together with a staff member and went Christmas caroling at an
apartment complex. Since it was very cold,they dressed in many
layers and carried candles with them. Afterwards they gathered at
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a friends house for hot chocolate, gingerbread cookies and candy
canes. It was a fun, traditional activity for them to experience
and they enjoyed it.


