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1.1. Tllc Evaluation of CAW l'rojcct 

This consul~incy has bccn undcrlakcn at thc rcqucsl of Save 'I'hc Children 

FcdcratiodUSA - Children and War l'rojcct l'or an ovcrill cvaluation of thc projcct 

for thc period bctwccn 1985 and 1905. 'l'hc nuin aim of thc C&W project was the 

DTR (documcnlation. tracing and reunification) of war al'lccted ckildrcn. This 

evaluation was undcrtaltcn by Alcinda I.lonwima, A ~ ~ t l ~ ~ o p o l o g i ~ t  iud tca~u Icader, 

and Enny I'anizzo, I'sychologist. 

Thc cvaluation was carried out in cightcen days and during this pcriod thc 

consulkuts visikd fbur ol' seven pro.vinccs wlwc C&W opcratcs: Maputo, G w ,  

Nanlpula and Sol la .  

In  Gaza proviocc wc visilcd Dzi~ubcnc and Nkoahane villages, the town of 

Chokwc, Chidiwanc villngc in Chibulo district. Chibuto low11 l~cadquartcrs, 

Mmdlakazc, Muhlci~guclava village and Xai-Xai. 'l'hc consullanls held mcctings 



with t l ~ c  DTR co~nmunity bucd networks, Social Aclion staff in the districts of 

Chokwe and Guijii, CAIUTAS rcgio~lal coordinator, thc cllicCol' thc Civil rcgistry in 

the district of Chibuto, Social Action shl'f in the district of Mandlakaze, the 

provincial chicf of Social Action Scrviccs in Xai-Xai, and the staf'f of thc provincial 

Orphanage in Xai-Xai. 111 Nkouhanc villayc thc consulhnts had the opportunity to 

be present at the rcunilication 01' a little girl. In Chibuto and 'I'hlahtlcnc, cx-boy 

soldiers and other reunilicd childrcn wcrc inlcrvicwcd. 

In Nampula province the consultants visilcd Nanlpula city, "Bairro" oS Nn~nicopo, 

Namuatho village, and Namapa and Nncaroa districts. In Nampula mcctings wcrc 

held will1 C&W slaff in town, with local co~nn~unity based networks, with the City 

Dircctor of Education, with I<ECIUNA coordinator, with MlCAS provincial 

Dircclor and thc slaK of' tIlc provincial Orphanngc. Thc consullanls also had the 

opportunity to talk to cx-boy soldicrs and visit com~aunity primary schools as well 

as othcr rccrea~io~~al and incomc gcncraling initiatives such as a bakery, carpentry 

aid dancing and ~nusical groups anlong othcrs. 

In Sofala province wc, visited Bcira, I~lhanlinga and Nhamatanda. In lnhamiaga dlc 

consultants ~ u e l  with the National Director of AI1l:C (RENAMO1s Association for 

Collection and Protcctio~~ 01' Children), L I ~ C  s la f l  oj'A1WC Orphanage in Inhaminga 

and MICAS rc~~rcsc~~tativc in  tllc C I I C ~ ~ I I ~ O I I I ~  dislrict (which includcs 111haminga). 

I11 Nhanatanda we had an intcrvicw wilh a ex-boy soldier and in 13cira a mccting 

with MICAS provincial Dircclor and oll~cr stalT mcmbcrs. 

'Thc scopc ol'worli ol' this evaluation was: 



Analysis of the project philosophy, slralcyics, activities, positive or negative aspects 

reachcd during thc period bctwcen 1988 and 1995, spccilicdly: 

a) total nu~nbcr of unaccompanied childrcn rcyistcrcd and documcnted. 

- total number ol'childrcn rcinlcyralcd inlo 111cir parcnls or datives 

or into substitute l'amilics. 

- ilu~nbcr oi'child soldicrs assisted. 

- nuinber of rcintcyratcd children with follow up aclions aftcr tllcir 

rcinlcyration and lllc ltiild ol 'assistuu they rcccivcd. 

- numbcr or volunlccrs in the networks. 

- nu~nbcr of'dis[ricls covcrcd by nctwork opcralions. 

b) Status o r  lllc Children and War I'rogra~n~nc during the war, thc Pcnce 

Ayrccmcnt and al'lcr thc Agreement, taking into account thc various 

phcno~ncnons which look plocc likc lllc rcpalrintion of rcl'uyees, the 

demobilization and the clcclions. 

c) Coordination with progrclmmcs llcld in Malawi and Zimbabwe. 

- Total numbcr o S ~.cSugcc children scunitcd:.: 

- Effccts of the collaboration with thc Social Action, l<cd Barna, Savc UK, 

and orlw olgu~izllions in t l~c rcuniljcalion proccss. 

- Erfccts of ~ h c  b'l'l< program on rccpatriakxl childrcn inlcyratcd in  subslitulc 

lamilics. 

d) status and utilily ol' ~ h c  C& W D'lX database. 



e) Effects of tllc collaboration with othcr NGOs and Govcr~u~~cnt institutions in 

the implementation oC t l ~  program. Evaluation of the Capacity of Social 

Action (MICAS) towards thc conlinuatio~n of the DTR. 

The Children and War I'roglnm bcgan in 1988, at thc Lha~ngucnc Ccntrc in  Maputo 

wherc 42 former child soldicrs participated i n  a rehabilitation program coordinated 

by the Govenuncnt ol' Moambiquc. SCFIUS providcd thc serviccs of a 

psychologist who had cxtcnsivc cxpcricncc in working with warlaflcctcd children, 

plus a Mozambican slaT1' to work with thc child soldiers at Llnanguenc and to 

address program nccds a tllc nalional Icvcl. 

SCFIUS worked with scvcral ltcy agencies in lhis cffort: M i ~ ~ i s l ~ y  of I-Icalth, 

Ministry of Ed~iciltion, Itcdd h n a ,  thc National Dcpru-lmcnl of Social Action 

(DNAS), UNLCEI:, Organiation of Moumbican Womcn, and since 1990, the 

Cluistim Council O C  Mozambique. DNAS, known as Ac@o Social, has carricd the 

primary rcsponsibilily Sor ~lnc implcmcntatioa and coordination oS the natio~lal 

child-tracing program. l:c~rmcrly a sub-division witl?in the Minislry of 1-Ieilltln, 

DNAS was clcvillcd in l u k  1994 to ~111: slalus ol' Minislry lor Coordination of Social 

Action (MICAS). 



The incorporation of iokrnational NGOs into h h o  ovcrall program in ihc mid- to 

late- 1 980s providcd much ~~ccdcd cxlcr~lal and intcrnal rcsourccs: technical 

expertise, substantial exlcrnal funding support for travel, progrim operations, 

training and documentation, planning and persolmel. 

""" T"" 



Based on the reach cxpericnce of CkW, SCFIUS asscsscd tllc opyoriunitics and 

options for C&W to LralsSor~n into a Moziu11bicu NGO. All requircd 

docuncntation was prepared and submittcd to Ministry of Justicc Tor Ihc lcgal 

registration of thc new NGO. I t  is crpcctcd that im~ncdiately aficr the cnd of C&W 

(Dcccmbcr 1995) thc NGO will bc up and running as an aulonomous cntity. 

2. IMPACT OF TkIE W R  1'1tOGlUM 

DTR program during the pcriod 19881 1995 is extraordinary. More than 16798 

cl~ildrcn rcportcd missing by their rclativcs wcrc rcgistcrcd; more than 17804 - 
b 

uacco~npanied childrcn wcrc idcntilicd and documented by thc C&W slafc and 

- +#' 
/ 

illore than 14374 wcrc reunified with their parcnls, rclatives or placed in substitute 
b 

families. 
/ 

After the ccasc-lirc, approximately 2000 cx-boy soldicrs wcrc supportcd by C&W 

and wcrc reunited with thcir families or placed in: substitute families. This was a 

process which l'ollowcd long negotiations with IUNAMO in ordcr to rcunify thc 

childrcn kcpl in the arcas undcr its conlrul. 'l'hc lirst group ol'cllilclrcn Lo bc rclcascd 

Srom RENAMO arcns was that 01' thc so-called ' vulncrablc children' which included 

childrcn with no mililary [raining. 



Thc second group was that of 850 ex-boy soldicrs who only wcre rclcascd whcn 

inilita~y confi~lc~nent of soldiers startcd in 1994. Thosc who wcm under 15 ycars of 

agc wcrc not recogniscd as soldicrs by Unilcd Nations and thus wcrc not cliyiblc for 

demobilization. Thcy wcrc also ~ l o l  cntiilcd to compensation. This fact 11s angered 

many youtlx who clain~cd tllcir moncy and bcncfits for having fought thc war. 

Some ol'thcm organized riots and ~)rolests in lllc ~ a ~ n p s  o1'Clla1lguli1~~, Nya11a1c and 

Zitundo, and a group of tllc~n went to L-lotcl Cardoso to co~nplain to RENAMO's 

military leaders. On thcsc occasions C&W and thc ICRC werc involvcd in the 

~ncdiation of the conllict and provided once-off b‘rcuniliciltion kits" (basic Soodsluff, 

soap, ctc.) to Ll1c ~~LILIIs .  

From thc 14374 rcunilicd children nationwide, ovcr 60%) I ~ n v c  U t c d  tt-om - 
Sollow-up in the posl-scuui lic;llion ~xriod. Follow-up was considcrcd by C&W lo bc 

at thc core of tllc wholc rcunilicalion cxcrcisc. l'hc basic assu~nption was tho1 the 

nlission would not bc succcsslirl i f  thc wcll-bcing of thc rcunificd war af'cclcd 

childrcn was not minimally sccurcd. Only a follow-up systcnl would makc i t  

possible to accomplish ihis. 11 is in  this connection also Lbat thc cxistcncc of tllc 

community-boscd nctworlcs of voluotccrs was crucial. Thcsc nctworks cnablcd a 

permanent presence of C&W i n  tbc cominuaili~s as wcll us a olorc cCScclive 

penetration inlo lhc rcunilicd Iin~ilics' daily lifc problcms and anxictics. 

Approximately ZOO0 womco o l d  cl~ilrlrc~~ i~~ldcr  live - ycars old wclc ass- 

C&W program. lnc o1'~hcsc wolncn wcrc scparatcd from tllcir Sanlilics w l ~ n  thcy - 



they had children. Thus, nlost of tllc women and babies assisted by the program fell 

into this category. 

During the war, C&W carried out reunifications of children who l d  been granted 

a ~ ~ l o c s l ~ '  or childmn captiircd by govcmmcnt troops. The Lhaoguene Centre was 

crcatcd by llw C ~ O M ~  tt) il~wnlin~diltc lllcsc childrn~~ Sor P pwlinlinilry cvalu~tion 

of the situation and to cslilblish thc basic sl~~tcgies-for family reunification. 

Reunifications in timcs of war, nltl~ough lin~ilcd in number, wcre vcry expe~lsive as 

thcy had to be done by airplanc or hclicoptcr and rcprcscntcd a risk for the pcoplc 

involvcd in thc proccss. Thc plancs could bc shol at iulytime or a mil ihy attack 

could suddcidy happcn in thc rcuniiication place. 

The bulk of reunions happcncd in h c  pcriod post ccase-lirc whcn lnassivc nuinbers 

of displaced pcoplc, oC captivcs and reli~gccs starled to move back to their places of 

origin and to search for lost rclativcs. In this pcriod it bccame possible to do the 

reunificatio~ls by road despik thc risk of.' gcltiny into land ~nincd areas. Thc 

demobilization ol'soldicrs broughL n ncw calcgory of childrcn to bc rcunificd, illat of 

the boy-soldicrs rcfcncd to above. l~rcscnlly, in thc post clcctoral ycriod 

reunifications still happcn and lhcy also encornpa+ lost childrcn as well as strect 

childred. Mowcvcr, thc voluinc of rcunifica~ions lus kc11 dccrcasing and more 

attention is currcntly bcing givcn to follow-up. 

Aouncsly law 1987. 
V;~rious I I I I C ~ I I ; I ~ ~ O I I ; I ~  A ~ C I I C ~ C S  ; I I ~  NGOS have participated a ~ i d  suppor~cd llre GOM ia die 

Lhar~guclrc initialivc. 
' Our team parlicipalcd in t l ~ c  rcu~~ilicarioli of Elipc~ria, il 9 year old girl S r ~ m  Ko11lra11c who got losl in 

Mapulo. 



TABLE 1 

Rcgistralion, Documcn~ution and Rcunilicaiion (1 988- 1 99514 

I I 

lily and rclalivcs 

* * 

Total 

** Unknown datcs 

4710 

. 16798 

282 

. 17804 

4695 

14374 



TABLE 2 

I<eunificd Childrcn pcr Provincc as 01' Scptembcr 1995 

Province 

Maputo-City I 50 

Zambczia 102 1868 874 

Nampula 6819 2934 2197 

Niassa 3 05 173 8 1 

1) Cabo Dclgado 



3.1. Establishnrcnt of Comn~unily-Uasccls Nctworks 

Thc process of establisl~n~cnt of t 1 ~  community-based nclworks was natural as U~ey 

wcrc born out OF Lhc nccd io mainlain a pcrmancnt basc ol' thc DTR program in the 

communities whcrc r ~ ~ ~ n i l i c a l i ~ n  was taking PIDCC. MOSC tlian 474 communiiy- 

based networks were established throughout thc country. Somc of thcsc were yre- 

existing informal nctworks of people conccrncd with tracing and reunifying scparate 

family members, which bcca~nc intcgsalcd in thc L>1'I1 program. Thcse nctworks 

Ilavc bccn playing a csucial role in Lhc territorial cxtcnsion of lllc D'IX as wcll as in 

the restoration of' thc children's gcncral prokction and their social and cultural 

rciiitegralion within the communities. 

3.1.1. Composition of tllc Nctworlts 

Members of tllc com~nuuily-bascd nctworks i~lcludc both mcn and womcn, youth 

and cldcrly pcoplc. 'l'licir occujx~iions saugc l'ro~n traditional Icadcrs, traditional 

healers and diviners, teachers, Ii~rmcrs, peasants, Christian and Muslim church 

mcmbers, political pnrly mc~nbcrs, OMM and .OJM ~ncmbcrs, and so forth. 

Howcvcr, there arc dit'l'crcnccs l ion one province to anolhcr. Such variations arc 

essentially duc to spccilic social, cultural and cconomic conditions in a particular 

area. In Gaza, for cxamplc, midcllc ngcd wo111c11 constilutc thc majority and lllc most 
5 

activc ~ ~ ~ c r n b c r s  ol'tllc DTR nclworks . '1-his occurrcncc might bc linkcd lo thc fact 

" '  T"' 



that in the soulhcrn region the massive male labour migration to South Africa's 

mining industry, and the conscclucnt absence of men for long periods, has increased 

womcn's involvement in community activities(). Unlike G a u ,  Nampula's 

community-bascd networks arc csscntially composed oS relatively young male 
7 mcmbcrs , Out of seven networks visilcd in Nampula only two networks have 

women. This situation might bc rclalcd lo thc cxislc~lcc of a nlalrilincal descc~~t  

kinship system in the northcm arcas 01' thc country (including Nampula) as well as 

to Islam. 

'I'ADLL 3 

Gcndcr Composition in Gazl and Nampula ~ctworks'  

GazaNctworks I ~ c n  I Women I Nampula Networks I Mel, I Wolnel, 

Dzim bene 7 I I I Na~nicopo 2 6 4 
I I I I I 

Konhane 6 2 1 I Mutavarcx I 25 0 
I 1 I I 

Chibulo 3 4 Namapa 1 &2 67 0 

Mandlakazc 3 5 Nacaroa 3 0 
I 

Muhlengctava I I 15 I Anchilo 9 2 
I I 

6 ., . ' .  ).. . . , .  . . . . . . 
Harries, P.1994. Work. UL JIKI I W I ~ ~ .  

1960-1910. I)orts~noudr, NII: I-Iciumiuln. Young, S. 1977. "Fertility aud Fanlioc: Womco's Agricul~uri~l 
1 .  I-Iislory in Soutlrcr~l Moza~ihiquc", in li. I'alo~cr & N. I'arsons (cds) & Roots ol' b r a 1  I O V L ~  . . 

Alr~ca. Lo~rclo~r: I-lcinc~naon Uucational: 65-81. 
7 'I'lris is particularly relevant ill ihc ncLworks (IS Na~uapa, Nanlicopo 2, Mutavarcx and Nacaroa, 

;rltlrouglr par~icipatio~i of wo~lrc~l i n  tlrc ~rctworks was ill ye~ier;~l rcducccl. For background inli)r~natio~~ on 
Nanlpula see GclTray. C. 1990. Ni I'drc. ~ r i  Mdrc. Paris: dc Scuil. 

X Tllc inli)r~nation prcscnkcl i n  illis talk is rcstric~cd Lo Lllc co~nmu~~ity wtworks coolacted by the 
cvaluatio~r team during ilrc liclcl visits. 



3.1.2. Training 

The mcmbers oS thc 11cwly constitulcd community-bascd nctworks as well as those 

of the prc-exisling inli)rn~al nctworks absorbcd by t11c D'rR bcncfilcd Srom basic 

training organiscd by 111c C&W. This training has csscillially Socuscd on 

i~~ethodologics and approaches to bc uscd in thc i n ~ p l e m c n i o ~  of the DTR - the 

filling of thc forms, thc use of postcrs, thc usc of Polaroid pl~otograpllic cameras, thc 

confirination oS data and thc conlacts with the rclativcs. 'Thc training also consisted 

of dcbatcs on how to mccl the psychosocial and cultural nccds of war-afrcctcd 

children. Likcwisc communily network members havc trained otkcr voluntccrs in 

their own areas crcating new networks in villagcs and ncighbourhoods. Morc than 

14,000 voluntccrs wcrc trained in this process. 

3.1.3. Voluntary l'articipntion 

Wc havc noticed that at an initial stage thcrc was great c~~thusiasm in joining the 

DTR nctworks but alicr a ycar tllc number of m c ~ ~ ~ b c r s  startcd to drop. Thc main 

reason for drop ouk was t11c lack ol' rcmuncration or so~nc sort 01 nlalcrial 

inccntivcs for the nctworl; mc~nbcrs. Volunhry work was the basis ol' the DTR 

networks, but the intensity ol' h e  DIX program most of thc tilnc occupied the 

members on an almost lull t i m  basis. 'l'his Sact has crcated a ccrlain uncasincss and 

some mcmbcrs have dcmandcd solnc sort 01~stimulus. As a mattcr of principle and 

also Sor its linancial implications, C&W could not aSSord to providc this kind of 



material assistance. As a rcsult many volunteers abandoned the networks. For 

exa~nplc tlic network of Chibuto (Ciaza) was crcatcd in 1990 with about 98 

inembers, and today only 7 members rcmain; or the nctwork of Mulavarcx 

(Na~i~pula) which started with 60 mcmbcrs in 1992 and cndcd up with 25. In fact, all 

nctworks visilcd have cxpcricnccd a seduction of about 50 per cent of their members 

over the years, thc mqjosity Ibr l d i  ol'rc~nuncralion. 

'I'A13L12 4 
Fluctuation of Volunlccrs in thc Nctworks (Gaia & ~ampula)'  

The qucstion of volunlasy work in relation lo the DTR program needs some 

rethinking. Many ol'tllcsc volu~~tccrs became Lraincrs and went to heir own districts 

and villages to train ollicr volunlcers. On top oC that, thcy went to ICENAMO 

'I'l~c ~ ~ t w o l - k s  of N;mricopo 1 ;111i1 2 do Irol ;~ppc;~r ill this tahlc Iwcausc tlrc reduction of n~co~hcrs is 
not essentially due to drop-outs hut ratllcr to a rupture caused by thc more religiously oriented who 
created Namicopo 2. 



inilitary camps to tracc and identify unacconlpanicd children filling the forms in 

order to locate thcir Fmilies. Thcn Lhcy went to thc districts, villages and 

neighbourhoods to tracc tllc farnilics and confilm thc information givcn by the 

children, to bring about rcunilication. Not inSrcqucnlly thc voluiltccrs had to walk 

for two or thrcc days to tmcc children and locale thc Imilics and sonlctimcs had to 

kccp childrcn i n  thcir own care whilc Ibmilics were being located or whilc starching 
k 

for a substitute iamily. 'I'aliing into consideration lhc ovcrwhclming number of war- 

affected children and thc volumc of rcunilications that took place in thc post-ccase 

fire period, this was morc than a l u l l  lime job for many volunlccrs. 

That is probably why many gave up bccausc thosc who wcrc cmploycd or had to 

work in thcir fields could not al'lord to dcdicatc so much timc lo DTR; tliosc who 

did no1 have cnlploy~ncrlt would cspccl C&W to providc thcn~ with n job (even if 

temporary), and thosc who had cmploymcnt would probably havc managed to 

sustain this work in theis sparc time if somc sort of nlalcrial support was provided. 

Some of the volunteers havc bcc~l doing this work sincc 1988 (about 7 years). The 

concept associaled wilh voluntary work usually covcrs sparc timc aclivitics or short 

term campaigns, but not a 7 ycars lull time job. Morcovcr, many volun~ecrs work as 

much as enlploycd CSrW stai'l*. I t  was dclinilcly both the dedicated cffort and 

effectiveness of the C k W  stdT and h c  conlmunity voluntccrs thal madc possiblc 

the succcsslul inq>lcmcn~ation of tllc D'I'R program on such a wide scalc. Thus, our 

Sccling is that somc volunlccrs wcrc cll'cctivcly full time c~nployccs and in those 

cases some sort ol'co~i~pcnsation was ncccssary. This is thc casc tor somc mcmbers 

of the networks of Muhala-Espunsiio, Anchilo and Namicopo 1 in Na~npula. 



Despite all this, scvcral voluntccrs rcmaincd in the community-based nctworks and 

carried out the reunification proccss. I-lowcvcr, and according to our obsewations in 

thc ficld most of thosc who rcmaincd wcrc cilher dcvolcd chusch membcrslO, who 

do voluiitary work for charity and because lhcy arc cncouraged by their religious 

congregations lo do so; or communily lcadcrs (ri,gulos, sccrcfcirio do bairro, ctc.) 

who do it as a way ol' acknowledging ~Ilcir responsibility in rclation to the 

community. So, in a way h e  participation in this kind oT work lor such a long time 

with this dcgrcc of involvc~ncnt entails more tlian simple voluntilrism. It  involves 

sonic sort of reward, bc it nlatcrial or social prcstigc and respect by otlicrs. Thus, in 

the case of the religious ~ilcmbcrs of the networks, they bccomc more upprcciatcd by 

thcir congregations which conlplimcnl ~hcm Ibr working for tllc bcnclit of the 

community; and in thc case of tlic community lcadcrs and politicians the 

participation in such activities rcinliwxs their powcr and authority within thc 

communi tics. 

lo  Religious people arc by lllr the ~i~;~jority ol' tlic co~~in~u~iity-hascd ~lctwork ~w~i ihcrs  ill all the 
provi~lces we visitccl. I I I  a I I C I W ~ ~ ~  ill G;ua 111c1.c wcrc CVCII prayers a11d religious C ; I I I ~ ~ C ~ C S  to opc~i a11d 
close our lneeting, lu Nanlpula a group of c lcvo~I  Christians co~iiplctely cliui~i~~atc the Nanlicopo 2 
network persuading tlic cliilclrc~~ ;~nd tllc lllmilics they Iiclp, LO joio tlicir congregalion. 



TABLE 5 

I<cligious & I'olitical Afliliation of Voluntccrs in Gaza 

TABLE 6 

I<eligious and I'olilical Alliliation of Voluntccrs in Nampula 



3.2. Activitics of Llic Comniunity-bascd Nctworlu 

The DTR program was dcsigncd as a six-stcp proccss: 

Ldentification 

Includes an activc search to idcntily all childrcn who need assistai~cc locating lost 

family mcmbcrs. Unaccompanied children wcrc known to live in orphanages and 

other child/carc institutions, hospitals and I'ccding ccntcrs, the strccts in towm and 

cities, camps and communities of inlcrnally displaced pcoplc, refugee camps in 

ncighbouring countries and substitute families. 

D- 

Registration of' biographical data O C  .lhe child's biographical information and the 

taking of a Polaroid photo. lilcludcs intcrvicw of the child, carctakcrs, substitute 

family mcmbcrs, t11c person or pcrsons who brought thc child, ctc. 

Tracilur 

Starching for mcmbcrs of thc child's family through dissemination of infomation 

by posters, radio and circulation of thc children's information shccts to DTR's 

collaborators. 

Vcri fica[ioll 

Once the family is located, conlimntion by the child and hislhcr family that they 

wish to be rcunilcd, and that thc child is wanted and will bc wcl l cared for. 



Rcun~f ~c 
. -  . 

'atloll 

Physical reunification in the sakst available location, provision of "family kits" or 

"agripacks" to help stabilize rcintcgration into the family, alcrting schools, hcalth 

and social scrviccs whcn appropriate, 

FO~~O\Y-UU 

1-Iome visitation, mobilizing community involvcmcnt, co~l~munity/bascd economic 

initiatives, counselling and traditional scrviccs whcn required. 

3.2.2. Tbc Follow up of Kcunificcl Clrildl.cn 

During our licld visits wc could asscss and bctlcr undcrs~and the follow up work to 

the reunified l'unilics. Alicr conversation with thc Childrcn and War projcct staff, 

tllc mcmbcrs ol' thc networks and with thc childrcn and thcir rclativcs we had a clear 

pcrspcctivc ol'thc work crrrricd out. IIIC ~ O L ~ I C I I C C ~ S  and tllc SL~CII~LIIS. 

Regarding the Sollow up to thc reunilicd hnilics and using a no11 lheoretical and 

gcncral approach thc Sollowing aspects should be mcntioncd: 

a) The work carried out by tllc Children and War projccl is positive. 

b) The nctworks mcmbcrs Iuvc dcmonstratcd a very carcl'ul and dynamic 

participation. 



c) Altl~ough there is 110 planned Sollow up programme cSSorts have bcen made 

for a follow up activity and scnsitivcncss has bccn dcmonstratcd for some 

specific cascs cvcn without a pre cslablishcd routine iutervcnlion, 

d) Conlplcx problems did exist regarding Lhc substitute ihmilics due to the 

following scasons: 

In thc southern scgion therc has becn a notorious trend 01 thc 

substilutc Sa~nilics lo choose to stay with girls sather than boys sincc 

this would enable them to rcccivc the "Lobolo" (money or valuablc 

things delivered by Lhc groom to the bride's parcnts just bcl'ore the 

wcdding ccrcmony) wllcn thcy gct marricd. 

?bere wcrc co~lsidcrablc cascs in all provinces, whcrc Rcnmo 

soldiers wanted to stay with those children thcy had used in thc sites 

during lllc war as domcslic workcrs, lnainly boys. 'l'hcy also wanlcd 

io stay with the girls thcy SorccSully married during the war and, 

thus, continue Lo bcnclit Srom I~ouschold work. 

- In some other cascs childrcn were acccptcd in thc familics just as a 

means lo gct subsiclics or lbod supposl Srom projects or to havc thcm 

as boy kcc~)ers. 



e) In thc case oS the children's fmily 111crc were problcms due to thc long 

period of separation among Ihcm and also bccausc they wcrc not always 

ablc to understand the psychological problcms of thc traumatized childrcn, 

in particular the former child soldiers. 

1) 'l'hcrc is 11o inlbrnialio~l on h c  possibilily and COI IVCI I~CI IC~  01'rcspcc~i11g tlic 

children's rights, 01' legalizing lhc I'oslcr proccss by subslitulc fhmilics or 

others. 

I-iowcvcr the ecpcricncc and solutions providcd by t l~c substilutc hmilics is positivc 

as a rulc. The Govcrnmcn~ of Mozambique has since 1985 adoplcd a policy of 

getting a family homc Sor thc children all'ccted by thc war. This is to say tho1 

institutional solulions such as orpl~a~~agcs is lllc i110st rcmoLc solu~ion to the children 

reintegration. Priority is givcn to locale the cllildrcn's own relalives, then thc 

subslitutc fmiilics and a Sostcr I'amily if no ~.clalivcs exist. 

Under the psychological point 01' view is dcliuikly hcallhy for u child if- hc/sllc can 

l i d  a lhmily LO live \villi cvcn i l ' i l  is no1 his own onc. 

Most psyclmlogical studies havc givcn cvidcnce of rcgrcssivc psychic proccsscs 

childrcn arc cxpuscrl to in thc i~islitntions. I t  is logical thal children mai  ~nainlain 

somc psychological pathology duc to traumas and marks during heir intcllcctual 

and mainly al'rcctivc dcvclopmcnt. 



Wc were vcry impressed rcgarding t l~c rcspcct and sc~~sitivencss people 

dc~nonstratcd Lo chi ldrcn. In this context somc of t11c network ~~ i cn~bc r s  offcrcd 

themselves and their relatives to host the childrcn as substitute fanlilics maiidy 
2 

during thc war pcriod. Thcre wcre cases of families in Nampula who. lived with the - 
children up to the pcriod or two years. . 

We visited somc com~nunity schools which arc an important part of thc activities 

developed by thc networlis among thc communities in  Gaza and Nampula 

provinces. OSten thc initiative to build schools is from tlic community itself and t l~c 

i~ctworksjust help tlicm during the proccss. 

The Children and Was 1'ro.jcct has, through thc nctworks providcd school material 

like cxcrcisc-books, pencils, pens, chalk, blackboards, scl~ool books both for thc 

pupils and 10s the tcachcrs, ctc. without intcrSering in their organizational structurc. 

Thc pro.jcct most important support is ~~crhaps thc tcnlativc to promote Ll~c link 

betwcen com~iiunity schools and the Minist~y of Education at provincial level i11 

order to legalizc either the tcachcrs' status or that of the students. 

There arc in this process so111c positivc and ncgalive aspccls. 'fie positive ones arc 

as follows: 



- Familics managed to greatly invest and participalc for thc benefit of thcir 

children. 

- I t  gave an opportunity to uncmploycd tcachcrs lor tcaching though olicn as 

volulllccrs. 

Such initiatives arc an imporlant stcp towards thc normalization of lifc and 

the future. 

The negative aspects arc: 

The danger of tliscriminaling children, setting a dillcrcncc between lhosc 

who attend school a d  h x c  who may 1101. 

- The non payn~cnt 01' thc tcachcrs salary. 

These ncw tcachcrs taltc lllc risk 01' no1 being intcgralcd by thc Ministry of 

Education c i h x  duc to heir curricula which may not rcach thc standards or 

due to budgetary rcasons. 

- With an cvcnlual lack 01' nlalcrial supporl Lhc school functioning may bc at 

stake. 

- .  Communities may I'ccl I'rustratcd due to lack of Su~~ds alicr h e  projcct ends. 



Besides community schools, the communities have also dcvcloped social activities 

for all children. Such activities include gamcs, dancc and songs Srom cach province; 

in Nan~pula for cxamplc we watched girls galncs and dancc sessions for boys. 

Womcn play an i~nportant role on the dcvclopnlcnt of such activities and they arc 

morc involved in thc no~-thern rcgion than in thc south ofthc country. 

Another important initiative wc had an opportunity to cvaluate is thc introduction to 

the productive work citl~cr for children, in particular adolcsccnts, or for community 

mcnlbers with low income. It  consists on thc establishment of workshops for 

handicraft, carpentry, bakery and pottcry, and sewing and knitting in Gaza and 

Nampula provinces. Besidcs its ccono~nic benefits, thcsc activilics have, from a 

psychosocial point of vicw, a vcry positive impact on children and adolcsccnts who, 

duc to the war, could not study or learn a profcssion. 

Furthcrmorc, Ihosc aclivilics wcrc also an cxamplc Ibr othcr ncighbouring 

con~nlunitics who would Icarn that cvcn with scarce resources people could organise 

something uscful and lucrative for war-affcctcd childrcn and disadvantaged 

Samilics. 

The above mcntioncd activitics rcllcct somc of thc primary nccds of the 

Mozanibican socicty at this stage. Thc Childrcn and War I'ro-ject has managcd to 



work maintaining thc duc respect to thc Mozanlbican communities, lcaviny an open 

space for their initiatives but always rcady to assist whcn priority necds came up. 

However, we reel that thcrc is a lot to bc donc in ordcr to fulfil thc psychological 

nccds of ~ h c  childrcn on an evolutionary way. Whcncvcr possiblc, C&W should, 

over its last thrcc months, scck ways of assuring thc conlinuation of the ongoing 

basic activities, namcly thc co~nnlunity schools, socialisation initiativcs, vocational 

training programs. In this conlcxt focus should bc put on: 

- determining what kind ol' support would bc nccdcd, who thc supporters 

would be and what typc of training thcy would nccd. 

- strengtl~cning oS the succcsslul initiatives and activities among the 

communities. 

- selection oC thosc more Jcdicatcd and conscientious nctwork mcmbcrs and 

providc them somc training 011 child and lawily post-scunification nccds and 

the mcthodologics to addrcss hcm. 

In Mozambique pcncc has bsougl~t I~qx and confidc11cc and tlle fcar a11d anguish 

should vanish. 1-lowcvcs, dill'cscnt material and survival problcms rcmain. In the 

south oS Moz;l~nbiclc~c the clsaugl~~ is vcsy scvcrc and i t  may cvcn put at risk currcnl 



dcvelopmcnt program. Wc have learnt hat  lhcrc wcrc cascs whcrc thc far~ncrs had 

no choice but to cat the sccds instead of planting them. Situations like this simply 

hampers any initiative and pcrpctuatc the population dcpcndcncy on humanitarian 

assistance. 

Wc could scnsc during our consultancy that the uncvcn i~i~pact of Lhc war on both 

communities and tlic traditional Icadcrship also leads to substantial dii'fcrcnccs 

bctwccn southcr~ and northern Mozambique. 

In Gam provincc thcrc arc some critical clcmcnts lor a sound understanding of the 

weak communily links, ~~amcly:  

a) thc community has both urban and rural traditions. The provincc is near 

Maputo, the capital, is used to the traditional labour migration to South 

ASrica and thus, assumes the I'orcign habits such as inadcquatc consun~ption 

patterns and a ccrtain moclc~nisnl. 

b) Most ol'1:rclimo lcadcrs ~i iainly the old ones arc li-om Gaza province. 

c) Duc to tlic abovc rcasons and to others which could bc analyzed in thc 

Iuturc, thc tradilional liamcwork is wcak in parlicular in n transition phasc 

during which tllcrc is a slrong impad oof new scligio~ls on lllc populnlions. 



d) Gaza province has bcnclilcd in ihc past l'rom major invcstmcnts such as thc 

Limpopo Irrigation syslcm and various agricultural campaigns. 

, - 
c > I he suplmrt which 11:d kccn givcn 10 lhis region of the country may havc 

Jcvclopcd on one sidc a ccr~ain spiril ol'passivity among its population who 

used to bcncfit from l'unding and assistance and on Lhc oihcr sidc a mastcry 

l'celing on the part of the government. 

f) The war particularly hi1 Gnza. whcrc licnamo lighters carried out cruel and 

psychological dcstruclion x h s  terrorizing pcoplc and ol'lcn clildrcn 

whcrc thcir main target. 

g) Wo~ncn pcrlbrm in~j~ortni~t l.olcs at various Icvcls; i n  the networks women 

arc I ~ L I C I I  IIIOIC ; I C ~ ~ V C  ~ 0 1 1 l l > i l d  10 t l~c  letw works i l l  O L I I C ~  provi~~ces 11il111e1y 

Nampiila, whcrc IIK picvailing socicly is matriarckal. '('his lhcl may be duc 

lo ~llcn's nlig~.ution tu illc I<cpublic of South Ali-icn, thus womcn have to 

assume rcsponsibilitics and clccision making tasks. 



a) Thc communitics follow a pattcrn of a rural socicty with exception to the 

groups living in the outsliirts of the citics which gathcr both urban and rural 

patterns. 

b) 'I'hc traciilionr~l society has some col~csion, Iiomogcucily and a spirit of 

solidarily dcnlonstratccl dong Llic wusk ol' the nctwoiks. 'l'hc projccl stall' in 

Nampula province is particularly strong and dynamic; it may be nolcd that a 

kind of sub-sW' has bccn crcatcd around the pro.jcct cnvironmcnt, with 

responsibility, initiative and ability to crcatc othcr networks. 

c) Thc Muslim religion is predominant in this region. It  has survivcd against 

the prcpotcncy 01'1~rcIi1llo powcr on ollc sidc, whilc on tlic other side it has 

managcd to coexist with otlicr religions and othcr powcr forccs, like 

Rcnamo during the war. 

d) For example, tlic role of womcn in Nampula has been rather diflercnt from 

the situation in Gam probably duc Lo thc Muslim education wllicll is usually 

conservative regarding womcn and also because there is no immigration 

tradition by mcli i n  h is  area for job purposes. I t  seeins that thc v c ~ y  
I I matriarchal socicty is in a transition phasc due to Muslim inllucncc . 

7 - 
C) I hc prolilcration ol'ncw religions tl~roughoul tllc country has not dcslroycd 

thc tradihnal li-amcwork under which a lot of common work has bcen 

" See E. Mcdciros .... ISP 



undertaken particularly wllcrl the well being of the wl~Ac population is at 

stake. 

9 Renamo has taken advantage ol' thc dissatislaction of thc traditional lcadcrs 

vis-i-vis 1:rclinw in Nan~pula province. I<cnamo has manngcd, either 

through violcrxc or psornisc ol'dclivcsing back Lhc powcr to local leaders, to 

gain lasgc acccplancc liom thc traditional Icadcrs. 

g) Due to the above ~ncnliorlccl I'acloss tllc was cl'fccts in Nampula wcre not as 

cruel as i n  the snulhcsn region. 

11) I t  should bc pointcd out that in Nampula province a volunlccr people's 

militia organimtion (the "Naparamas") was cslablishcd to strugglc against 

Rcnamo. The population, ~nainly from Na~napa arca, bclicvcd thcy wcrc 

immunized and protcctctl against bullcls duc to tllc protection rituals they 

used to pcrlhrm. 



with li~cqucnt and violent mililary coilIi.onlations bctwccn Ilenamo and 

Government soldicrs. I t  should bc noted that, lium a gcopolitical point of 

vicw, Sofala I'rovirlcc was a ~>arlicularly important region during thc civil 

war. 

b) Due lo thc strong prcscncc ol' ICRC u~ld Rcdd Barna in  Solkla, who uscd to 

providc support to program activities during the war, C&W rcduccd its field 

activitics and presence in Solllla. 

c) 'Thcrc is a I<cnamo organiza~ion in the province known as AKI'C - 
Association 1i)r l'rolcclion of Children, which has pcrfonucd a good role. 

Thcrc arc in this organization people with sensitivcncss to children's 

problems and thcy have bccn ncgolialing with Rcnamo soldiers. 

d) Alier a visit to Inhaminga town we felt that the population was tired nftcr the 

long years of war and due lo the problems thcy are facing to survivc now 

with lack ol' almost cvcsything. I'coplc have no proper clothes unlike 

anywhcrc clsc. 'fhc town itsell' is in ruins wllcre one can hardly believe 

pcoplc livc in. 

c) I3olh Sol'ala and Gazi provinces sul'l'cr lhc serioi~s eII'cc1s 01' draught and 

poverty. I-lowcvcs, I<cna~iio in Solala tcnds to assulnc a psotcctiotlism 

position clue to powcr rcasons like Frclimo docs in G u a ,  even if it docs not 

posscss Incans nor. thc same ~radilion. 



f, I<cgarding thc traditional power, Rcnanio has used in Sohla h c  samc Lactics 

i t  did in ot11cs provinccs, promising to restore thc powcr of traditional 

lcadcrs and thus gaining over their support. 

The above co~nparativc :~nnlysis hctwccn thc tlircc provinces is important for thc 

undcrs~anding ol' Lhc social political and psychological clyniln~ics. Obviously 

psoblcms at group Icvcl and their solulions arc strictly intcrlinkcd. 'Shc above 

conclusions arc the outcomc 01' inlcsvicws and rcscarch work carricd out by the 

consultants as wcll ;IS ol' consultation on bibliography on studics carricd 0111 in 

4. C0011DINA'I'ION W1'1'1-l 1)'I'lt IN MALAWI Sr ZIMBABWE 

Duc to the short ti~ncspun ant! to thc priority given in visiting tllc provinccs wc had 

no oppor~unity 10 carry oui visils to DrPR program sites in Malawi and Limbabwe. 

I-lowcvcr alics ~ a l l i i ~ ~ g  to pcoplc clircctly involvctl i u d  cornpasing t l~c  slatislic data 

available we can say t lu1:  

- The numbcr of  child scunilications donc in Malawi and Zimbabwc was 

lowcr comparctl to wIu1 was clone i n  M C ~ . ~ I I I ~ ~ I U C .  DTI< progran1 in Malawi 

and Zimbabwe tugcll~cs did approsimatcly 1\10 of the total Sanlily 

rcunilicalions of  h c  subregion. This can be csplaiucd by thc following 

conclusions. 



During thc war com~nunication was rather difficult bctwcen thc rerugces 

who livcd in thc rcl'ugccs silcs and othcr Samily mcmbcrs who staycd in 
. . Mommbiquc. I hcscSorc, the opporlunitics for spontaneous family 

reunifications were not Srcqucnt, contrarily to what happcncd in 

Mommbiquc. 

Coordination and conlmunication within the subregion was particularly 

difficult. Thc hct that C&W was opcrating in thrcc diflcrcnt seltings, cach 

onc with its social, cultusal and cconomic par~icularitics ("intcgratcd 

conimuni tics" in Malawi, "scli~gcc camps" in Zimbabwe, and "clcslocado 

communilics" in Mo~a~nbiquc) was no1 clearly understood l'rom thc 

beginning and 1 1 ~ 1  had a ncgativc impact on coordination a id  

communication among the tl~rcc cou~~trics. Language was anothcr factor that 

made coordination and com~nunication not easy. Diffcrcnccs in fa~nily and 

villagc i-ramcs' spclling scclns to have bccn a thrcat to cross-border finlily 

tracing ci'lbsts (the program had to cope with dil'krcnt local languages: 

Shangana, I<onp, Chikwu, Ndnu, 511011a. S C I I ~ ,  N ~ L I I I ~ L I C ,  CI~icI~cwa, and 

English and Post~~gucsc). Ncvcrlhclcss, regular subregional coordination 

meetings, and stal'f and cxpcricncc cxclmgcs contribulcd a grcat deal to thc 

improva~i'cnt or coordination and conlmunication within thc subregion. 

I'lanning and coordinalion ol' cross-border Sa~nily rcunilicalions cut across 

many issues (political, ~nilitary, social and cvcn cconomic ones), a situation 

which did not favour tllc smooth inlplc~ncntation ol' a subrcgional DTR 

program. 



The Childrcn and War Project in Malawi cstablisllcd a child support progralmle 

aimed at addressing tllc psycliological problcms of rcfugee children - Lhe 

"Consola$io" I'rogram. I t  consistcd in the organization oC civic and cul~uml 

activi&x as n ~ l ~ c a ~ l s  to ~wornolc h c  riosnlal cvolulion ol'war trnumatizcd childrcn. 

5. COORDINATION W11'I-I O?'l.IEl< INSTITUTIONS 

As referred to in the introduclion, tlic D'lX program was crcatcd hy thc 

Momnlbican govcrn~iicnt in 1988 as a scsi~lt of Lhc growing numbcss of war 

alTcctcd childrcn who were being placed i n  state institulions such as osplianagcs. 

This institutional carc was considcrccl lo Iuvc ncgativc clTccts 011 lllc childrcn's 

wcll-being. I t  was I'clt that such inslilutions promotcd the childrcn's 

d~pcrmi~n"li;~~ltiou ~ C C ; I U S C  tllcy I;LcI.;cCI tlic social and cultu~~al c~~virol l~ncnt  which 

fivours lhc cliilclrcn's socialisation and integration in tllc co~nnwnilics. 7'hcrcforc, 

the GOM dccidcd to givc priority to comil~unily ca!.c - rcunilication wilh fanlily or 

placcmcnt in Ibslcr liunilics - ralllcr than institutional carc. It is in this context that 

the DTR pmgranl was born ibllowing tlic 1985 seminar orguniscd by thc MICAS 

(Minisky for Coolcli~iation of  Social Action) cx-SEAS on 'Childrcn in DilGcult 

Circulnstanccs'. Togctl~cr \vitll otlicr organizations the C&W-SCF psojcct bccalnc 

],art 01' this program \vl~ich sliuulrl have bccn coonlirialcd by tllc MICAS. TIE 

coordination by MICAS docs 1101 sccni lo IUVC w~rlicd ~ ~ 1 1 .  NCVC~L~CICSS, 



MICAS sccms Lo havc nlanagccl lo cskhlisli a working relatioaship with most 
I2 organizations involvcd in thc D'I'R program . l'hc relalionsliip bctwecn the C&W 

and MICAS has been good, dcspitc some occasional tensions. Unlike other 

organizations C&W did not give direct financial support to the MICAS itself but 

has opcralctl directly in  Ihc conimunilics. In l imy placcs C&W worked closcly with 

MICAS agcnts at thc local lcvcl ill the docurnentation, tracing and cnsuring 

seunilication of war al'lcctcd children. I-lowcvcr, ll~crc arc cases in which C&W staff 

ignored the MICAS agcnts, or tllc MICAS agcnts wcrc not molivatcd to join C&W 

stall" . Thcrc arc criticisms from boll1 sidcsI4 but overall the working relationship 

has bccn functional. 

C&W has providccl  raining courscs I'or MlCAS stall'al thc provincial and district 

lcvcl on documcntalion, [racing and rcunilicalion of war af'lcctcd fiimilies. I t  has 

also equipped MlCAS with a unique coniputcrizcd databasc on unaccompanied war 

affected children rcgistcrcd, docun~cntcd and rcunilicd with their rclativcs or in 

fostcr families. 1t has also trained stall' on how to usc thc dalabasc cfficienlly. I11 

Scplc~nbcr this year, C&W linancially supported tlic national scminar on DTR 

olganiscd by MICAS. 

l 2  C&W is working wit11 several MICAS slall'iil tlrc district Icvcl. RECRlNA is supporti~~g the DPAS 
in Nanlpula with ol'licc c q u i l m c ~ ~ t  ;urd { r ;~~~spor t ;  IIEDD 13AKNA is illso helping the DI'AS ia Solala. 
Save 111c Children UK is t i ~ ~ a ~ ~ c i a l l y  s u o p x h g  DI'1t at 111c cc11Lra1 level. 111 collihori~~ion with MICAS, 
Uniccf' has created a project to support war ;~l'Scc~cd chilJrc11 ia 17 districts of tllc counlry. 

13 U ~ ~ t i l  recently MlCAS hudgct w;rs cimtrollcd by the Ministry ol' I-lcalth a1111 was very small. So, the 
nlcagcr salaries of  the agcllts was llrc o ~ ~ l y  hudgct sc111 to ~lrc districls, and ~~aturally tllc 1~1otivalio11 01' 
local stat'l' to do the work was I I I ~ I I ~ I I I ; I ~ .  0 1 1  I I I C  oI11cr I I ; I I I ~ .  SOIIIC MICAS agcrlls cc~rlsiclcrcd L l ~ t  i l l  so~lic 
c ; w s  Llw C&W st;rl'l' did 110t ackrwwlcdgc I I I ~ I I I  Ixcausc tlrcy Irud ;ill tlrc Illcalls ;111cl tr;iininy to rc;rch the 
c o ~ i ~ r w ~ ~ i t i c s  directly and ~ I I I P ~ C I I I C I I ~  the D1'1< progr;1111. 

14 In N;mpula the rclalio~rsl~ip ~ C I W C C I I  SIBAS arril CJtW was very dil'licult Ljuril~g LIIC l i r s ~  years. 111 
1993 the situation ch;u~gcd with 111c uppoirlt~r~cut ol' a ~rcw I'rovi~lcial Dircclor. 



Apart from MICAS t11c C&W also cstablishcd a rclationship with thc MINED 

(Ministry of Education). 'This rclatio~~ship was csscntially based on two aspccts: 

first, to ensure that in arcas whcrc scllools wcrc availablc rcunilicd childrcn would 

gct immcdiatc access to cclucalion; second, to coordinate thc Suture absorption by 

thc MINED of the comn~unity pri~nary sclwols born out oC thc D'FR program in the 

areas were formal education did not rcach. 'Illis rclationship with ihc MINED was 

fuundamcntally at thc provincial and district Icvcl, whcre the rcunilica~ions were 

taking place. In Nampula-City Ihc clircclor 01' Iiiucalion acltnowlcdgcd having 

established a vcry good ~xlntionship with C&W, howcvcr he sccmcd to be 

somewhat sceptical :hour ~ h c  possibility of immcdialc absorption of commi~nity 

primary schools, due io all t l~c budget problcms which tllc Ministry ~hccs'? Smmc 

pedagogic support lbr tm~chcrs has bccn regularly provided through lhc ~ 1 ~ s ' ~  of 

thc MINED. In fact most of the colnnlunily primary schools that wc visited wcrc 

]inked to tllc local ZIP. Wc Icarnccl in our mceling with the C&W staff that thc 

1'1.ojcct is taking l l~c  issue o l' co~nn~u~l i  ty schools vcry scriousl y and a nlcm bcr 01' the 

slalj'is cul.l.cnily wol.I,ing o n  this nullcr i ~ n t l  liaising with lllc MINED. 

The ~dationship with other organizations has bccn minimal. Thcrc is little cxcha~~gc 

of' ir~lotmalion 011 \vhai cach one is doing concerning I.)'TR. '['his limikxl 

communication bctwccn thc scvcral bodies involvcd i n  D'rIt is aggravated by 



MICAS dckient  coordination of tllc DTR activities on a national scale. The fact 

that the government dccidcd lo assign NGOs to work o d y  in certain provinccs has 

affected thc cooperation among them. 'Illcy sccnl to havc developed a territorial 

attitudc which madc collaboration nmrc dil'ficult. I-Iowcvcr, somc good working 

relationships havc Ilourishccl in  ccrt:~in nrcas and in spccilic pcriods. For cxamplc in 

Nampula C&W has wo~.kcd will1 I<LKXINA, a11 lUlS Iundcd organisation wliich 

supports children with war trauma. Also, alicr KENAMO authorized thc 

reintegration of cllildrcn licpt in tllcir military camps, C&W worked closcly with 

CVM, ICRC and AlWC (l<ENAMO's association I'or child protection) in speeding 

up tIic IJ~OCCSS 01' rcunilica~ion 01' t11csc cllildrcn with their faniilics. I n  Choltw6 

C&W cstablishcd a vcrp good worlting relationship with CARITAS. Ovcrall cach 

organization has iis own program :mcl we wcrc lcli with Illc impression that 

coordination and inl'ormulion sharing on a pcrmancnt basis was cluitc limitccl. 

The impact of C&W1s D1'R program in the period l988/l995 is rcmarltable. More 

than 167% unacco~npanicd cliilclrcn wcrc rcgistcrcd; more than 17804 wcrc 

placed in substiiutc hmilics. 'l'hc C&W based its aclivitics on a community-based 

philosophy, cmphasising tlic role of the community in  the process of social 

rcinlcgration. In this conncclion il has organizccl cxlcnsivc community-bascd 



networks of voluntccrs to carry out D'lX at 111c co~n~nunity Icvcl. Presently lhcrc arc - 
more than474 networks>n the arcas whcrc CBW has opelaled. Thcsc nctworks 

1 

have played an i~nporlant role in tllc social rcintcgration of war at'l'cctcd childrcn and 

in the restoration ol'child prolcction wilhin thcir co~nmunitics. 

The good quality 01' tl~c DTR curried out by C&W has largely lo do with its 

community-basccl approach. This spproacli Ims Savorrrcd tlic cmpowcrmcnt o r  local 

pcoplc to carry out 11'1'11 in  their commu~~ilics 111rougI1 s11o1-1 tinic training courses. 

Training Iocuscd csscntially on mclhodologics and approaches Tor the 

implc~wxlation 01' thc program 11s wcll as on dcbalcs aboul how to l~lcct thc 

psychological and cultu~~ul needs ol' war al'l'cclcd children and thcir families. Thc 

community-bascd pliilosoplly has also pro~notcd t11c negotiation of thc rcunification 

with both the childrcn and the lilinilics, somclimcs involving the mediation of local 

authorities, rcgulos, traditional Ilcalcrs and olhcrs. l;inally, such an approach has 

created more awarcncss of' the importance and rclcvancc of t l~c  social and cultural 

bcl iclk and practic~s (re/ igious and tradition;~l riluals) in the rcuniIicalion proCCSs. 

C&W has ~naclc a signilicanl cl'lix( i t )  selling a li)llow-up syslcnl lbr childt.cn 

rcunilicd both with tlicir Iilrnilics or placcd in substihk I'a~nilics. 1-Iouschold visits 

by C&W stall' a td  nlcn1bcrs 01' tlic nctworks wcrc ot.ganiscd regularly and s o w  

assistance to the cl1iIc11.cn was puviclcd whcncvcr possible. Assistance to rcu~lilicd 

chiidrcn was ccrlt~al basically on ol'l'cring a "rcunilicalion 1.iil" will1 basic products 

(51;g of rice, sugar, some soup, ck . )  on a once-oll'basis; ensuring access to school 

and supplying hasic school nlatcrial (books, cxcrcisc books, pens and pencils); 

organizing rccrcatiol~:ll activities us wcll as dcvcloping produclivc incomc 



gcncrating activilics for yc)ungstcrs (cspccially cx-boy-soldiers) in osdcr to promote 

the norn-ralization of their lives. 

Working relationships with othcr institutions involvcd in DTR were establishcd 

allhough coordinalion a d  inlbsmatio~~ sharing was somctimcs minimal. In most 

cases C&W licld tca~ns included local MICAS' staSf dcspitc somc occasional 

clashcs. Togcthcr with CVM, ICIIC, AIWC and REDD BARNA, C&W has 

implcmcntcd DTR in ItENAMO base camps throughout the country. 

'Ihc C&W pso.ject has managed to dcvclop the DI'R program with minimal 

cxpatriatc pcrsonncl who traincd and adviscd nationals. 'l'hc projcct has managed to 

establish a databasc on unaccompanied war aSScctcd Mozan-rbican children in the 

arcas in which they have worked. It also had acccss to rcsourccs likc airplanes, 

helicopters, 4x4 vchiclcs and modcnl ol'licc equipment which wcrc extrcn-rely 

important for thc inq~lcmcn tation of the D'rR program in t l~c specific conditions of 

Moza~nbiquc. Tl-rcsc rcsourccs havc m d c  the reunification process possiblc in limcs 

orwar and in the most rcmotc arcas ol'tl-rc counlry. 

Tl~crc are many Icssons to be Icarncd li-om the succcss of the C&W program. This 

Mozambican cxpcricncc is ccslainly i~npor~ant in other post-conllict contexts where 

thc reunification and social rcinlcgsation 01' unaccompanied and ins~rumcntaliscd 



. - childlcn has lo be cffcclcd. Onc of llic 111osl bc lcarncd from - 
this program is t11c I'xl that i t  was basccl on the cominunitics. The involvc~ncnt of 

the communities in the dill'crcnl stages 01' the program - the cslablishmcnt of the 

monitor the proccss ol' scadaplalion ol' lllcsc chilclrcn into the social, cultural and 

political cnviron~ucnts. .fhis lollow-up stage bccomcs particularly rclcvant to 

promote an cSScclivc reinlegration ol' war-afrcclcd childrcn into socicty. The 

cstablislimc~~t of co~nmunity-base support systems; the crcalion oC community 

pri~nary sclwols; thc organisation 01'' ~ccscalional and income gcncrating activitics 

are some of thc activitics that coniprisc Lhc I'ollow-up program. 

1-lowcvcr, there is always soorn li)r imlmvcmcnt. ' l ' l ~ ~ s ,  thc rcconlnicndations ha t  

follow arc aimcd at enriching this cxpcricnce. Wc hope tllcsc conmcnls will bc 

usclul and hclpli~l LO ihc next slagc ol'C&W as a nalional NGO as well as to olhcr 

institutions, local and international, working on Lhis domain. 

6.2.2. Thc Follow-Up 



Tlicreforc, some rethinking and redefinition rcgardiug follow-up is rcquired for thc 

following rcasons: 

a. the i~ccd to idcntiSy clearly what Itind oC assistance is required by thc war- 

al'fcctcd Ibl~iilics : I I ~  whul can hc provictcd by C&W in Lhc rollow-1111 phasc. 

b. the nccd to consider that somctimcs thc provision oC Collow-up necds 

(such as hcaling war trauma) is inhibilcd by cxtrcme povcrty which rcsults 

ii-om the gcncral cconomic crisis in tlic country. I-low will war aFCccted 

children nol-malizc their lives il'lhcy lack [bod to cat and clothes to wcar? 

c. the nccd to establish mechanisms to enablc the community-based 

n~two~l is  lo chunncl spccilic typcs of assislancc, such as cascs ol'scrious war 

trauma, cascs of cxtrcmc poverty, and cascs of serious illncss. I-Iowcver, 

attention has lo bc paid to the psychosocial Ilcaling wliicll can bc provided to 

the war al'fcctcd population within thc communities. 

d. tllc nccd lo extend the dcbatc about the intricacies of' the follow-up slagc 

to the community networks. 11 is  important to discuss with them what to do 

in thc Sollow-up phase, how lo meet tlic childrcn and their hmilies' 

cxpcctations, and how to avoid crcating a s ~ ~ c c i d  ci~kgory of cliildrcn and 
17 hmilics, by singling then1 out lor special assistance and aid . Follow-up 

17 lZor exa~nple il l  LIIC ~ O I I I I I I L I ~ I ~ ~ ~  pri~n;~ry schools war ; ~ l l ' c c ~ I  children l~ad xccss to I'rcc I)ooks and 
stationary while otlrcr poor cllilllrc~~ did 1\01 just because rhcy wcrc 11ot kiclnappcd by 1IENAMO during 
the war. 



should 1101 pcspctuntc 'assistc~~cialism' and dcpcndcncy but rilthcr promotc 

sell-sufficiency by organizing p~.ojccts for parlicipalory dcvclopmcnt. 

In general substitulc parenting 11~1s a very positivc impact on the normalizalion of 
I X the lives of unaccun~pn~~iccl childicn tl~oughoul thc counlry . Notwithstanding this 

fact, special altcntiun has to be givcn to lhc placcn~cnt of childrcn in substitutc 

families, involving llic cc~nimu~iily as much as possiblc in the idcnlilication and 

sclcction of thosc Iamilics. The Sollow-up should allow I'or conlirn~ation o S  whcthcr 

solnc substitutc liwilics acccptcd children for wrong reasons such as: the 

cxploitatiori 01' the Idmur- power- <)I' Ilic childrcn; tllc cipcclation ol' gaining somc 

nlatcrial assistance and other- bcnclits from NGOs; and thc sexual abuse of girls who 

are uscd as wives or sexual parlncrs (csj~ccially by ex-soldiers who ltcpt girls with 

lhcn~ whcn leaving ~ h c  canlps). On the other hand, with the cnding ol' the Program, 
I 9  

MICAS has lo pr-omo~c h c  Ii)r~naliz!;ltio~~ ~ ~ ' I L I L C I ~ ~ C  (guardin~~sliip) and adopti~w , 

at a later stage, ol'chilclr-en plucccl in I'oslcs care. This pr-occdurc creates a legal bond 

bctwccn the fa~nily ;IIICI h e  child granting thc latter formal psotcclion. 



The comlnunity-based networks of voluntccrs have long bccn working togcther with 

C&W in the implementation of tllc U'lX program. '~hcsc networks which have bcen 

li~ndamcntal in the territorial cslcnsion of tllc program and support ol'war aM'cctcd 

childrcn and their Iimilics, have their own dillicullics and problems. 'flicsc 

problcius should bc opcnly discusscci, and Iuturc programs nccd to bc altcntivc to 

the tcndcilcics and directions which might bc taken by somc nctworlzs and which 

can ulldcrminc thc DTR and Sollow-up progranis. Somc of thc issues which need to 

be considcrcd arc: 

a. the conccpt of  voluntary conl~nunity participation. Somc nclworks 

mentioned [llc dcsirc of' getting somc slimulus (whcncvcr possible) from 

C&W. 'l'his was also the main rcnson behind ~nassivc drop-out of 

comnlunity mcmbcrs. On the other hand, it can bc said that this Icd to thc 

cstablishmcnt of a c o x  of truc voluntccrs for the program. 

b, soii~c networks might clcvclop activities which transcend thc aims of thc 

DTR. 'l'his is Ibr csa~nplc, the case of thc Namicopo 2 in Nan~pula, whosc 

mcmbcrs arc all com~nillcd to the Ilcbrcws 8.8 church and their religious 

arliliation is ccn[ral to all their activities with unaccompailicd childrcn. 

Many childrcn wcrc compcllcd Lo bcco~nc ~ncmbcrs of the church and 
20 parlicipalc in t l~c  religious rituds . 



c. s o w  nclwork nlcnlbcss nlight abusc t11cir posilions 01' powcr. 111 Nacaroa, 

Sol. example, a volunteer collcclcd moncy l i o~n  thc community allegedly to 

support war allkcled children and disappcarcd with lhc nlowy2' . 

d. the composiliun 01' thc nclworlis (in terms of gc~~dcr ,  agc, political and 

religious al'liliiiti~~i) and tllc parlicular nlolivations of Lhc mcmbcrs Sor 

voluntary W O S ~  can somc~imcs providc guidancc in rclalion to the 
22 devclop~ncnl and proclivi tics ol' the networks . 

11' any l'uturc programs 01' this nalurc, coordi~iation with the Mozambican 

govcnunent and other Agcncics 11ccds to bc iinprovcd. I'rograms should always 

involve MICAS stal'f at dislric~ lcvcl in thcir D'TR and Ibllow-up clclivilics in order 

to rcinSorcc the working capability ol' h c  rol-~ncr and build slrongcr linlts bctwecn 

thcm and tllc co~ii~i~i~~iity-basccl networks. 'fhis point has bccn madc bcrorc in lhc 

first evaluation of CSiW prc?jcct "...wc will havc a situation o f a  lorcign NGO (albcit 

with national stall) worliing directly with local: community volunlcers withoul a 

mspo~~siblc in,plcn1cnt;ition role l o r  t11c Mowmbican govcrnn,cnl."2' Bcttcr 

coordination with tllc Minislsy ol' 13tlucation ~niglit bring some clarilication vis-u-vis 

1l1c liiturc ol' tllc co~nr~~uni ty  primary schoi)ls horn o i ~ t  ctl' tlic U'I'R program. 



Strcngtl~ening of thc coordination and informalion sharing with othcr NGOs and 

Agcncies will avoid thc cluplication of cfSorls and inlprovc cfficicncy in lhc DTR 

and Collow-up of war nl'l'cclcd childrcn. 

Anthropological and psychological aspccts rclatcd to tlic process of rcuniticntion and 

socialisation ol'war al'fcctccl childrcn should continue to bc high in  the agenda of future 

programs. In the arcas whcrc the programs arc operating and prior to their 

implcmcntation, scscarch sludics should be carricd out covering don~ains like: local 

cosn~ological bclicl's and systcms ofmcaning; local religious and traditional bclicl's and 

practices regarding post-war rcintcgrntion and norrnalization of lil'c; local concepts and 

local knowlcdgc about ~licrapculic strakgics to hcal war trauma and othcr related 

psychological disorders; local notio~~s 01' parlicipatory dcvclopmcnt and community- 

based support systems. 



ANNEXE A 

ANTHIIOI'OLOGICAL LC CUL 'I'UKAL CONS 'IDEIIATIONS I W  ATEU 

lIuXi3 

Thc Mozunbican govcrnlncnt mcl ollicr local and inlcrnational organisaliolls arc 

combining cSforts in orclcr Lo 11clp lhc population heal thc wounds of war and rcslore 

normal life. I t  is precisely in that contcxt that wc find the C&W program of 

children's rcunilication and social rcinlcgration. I-lowcvcr, il is important to consider 

that thc population cannot just be tllc passivc rccipicnl ol' assisla~lce and aid. It  

should rather bc dircctlp involvccl in h is  process oi' finding die right solu~ions for 

thcir problems. 'fliis fnct as bccn unclcrstood by the CLYLW program which posscsscs 

a community-bascd philosoplip by working cxlc~lsivcly with networks of 

community volun~ccrs. In fact, and according lo our licld obscrvnlions and 

conversations with pcoplc, there is a grcal deal of cxpcrlisc a1 thc local levcl. 

I'nrcnts, rclativcs ant1 '~~.;~ditionaI' i~~stitutions IUVC long been dealing with post-war 

social rcparulioll :lrlcl col~llicl I-csolulion a1 tllcir own Icvcl. As ~ncnlionccl bcforc. 

many informal all'! spnntuicous ~ictworlis aimed a1 scarclii~lg a d  rcunilicalion or  

lost family members (cspccially cliildrcn) wcrc born in thc co~nmunilics, and many 

rcuni fications look place long bclim the GOM progrm. 

In Mozambique as in 1110s~ sociclics around lhc world, children conslilulc a sourcc 

of pridc and joy. 'l'licy arc ~ h c  1,urposc 01 '  1 ilk, the reason I'or living, thc l i nk  bclwccn 

ancestors ancl tlic I'i~tul.c: gcncratjorls - i~l~lccd ;i SOLII.CC 01' i~ii~ilorl;~lily. A 111iln or a 

woman is gclicrnlly pcrccivccl 3s riot colnplclc until Ilclshc has a child or cliildrcn. 



Those who cannot have children arc actually piticd. Children arc a sourcc oS wealth: 

they are regarded as helpers to thcir parents; thcy arc pcrccivcd to be asscts for old 
24 age as an insurance and security to thcir parcnls . For this reason familics and 

rclatives imkc a tremendous cSSort lo locatc thcir lost children, using all the lneans 
h' 

available, including local bclicl's i n  the powcr of spiritual cntitics tlirough traditional 

healers, divincrs and mcdiu~ns. 

I. Traditional I<cligio~i ;mcl Social Crisis 

In rural communitics tradilional rcl igion conslitutcs an important sourcc ol' strcnglh 

in moments oS crisis. Traditional practitioners such as hcalcrs, diviners and spirit- 

mcdiums by virtue of their proximity to thc spirits, play a dccisivc rolc in thc 

communitics by providing knowlcdgc which permits to re-establish equilibrium in 

thc livcs ol'individuals a d  groups. 

The underlying idea is tliat spiritual beings guide and control the lives of human 

bcings in society. According to this conviction, when an adult dies and his body is 

buried, his spirit is bclicvcd to remain as the cl'l'cclivc manil'cstalion or his powcr, 

personality and Icnowlcdgc in socicty. 

I'coplc rclalc dircclly LO the a~uxstral spirits with whom Lllcy shasc a combincd 

cxistcncc, and intcracl in cvcryclay lik acliun. 'l'hc ~ I I C C S ~ I . ~  spisits arc bclicvcd to 

bc real cntitics whose action intcrfc~cs will1 thc tile of huunan beings in socicty. 

24 Sangiwa, G. 199.5. "l:u~usc Iliscctio~rs ill 1ue11ta1 1le;1IlI1 Iblicy I)cvclol)~~rc~ll li)r Cl~ildren in 
Aliica". Paper prcscrlccd ;I( llrc I<cgioml Co~rlirrc~rcc 011 Mc~lcal IlcalLl~ Policy, Capc 'I'ow~r, Oclotw. 
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They are the ones who psolcct and guide the comniunitics by promoting hlili ly of 

the land and or women, good agricultural produclion, good llunling and good 

relations among mcnhxs  01' thc group. 'Thcy also prolcct tlicm against misfortune, 

discasc, ecological dangers and cvil, narncly witchcraf~ and sorcery. 

I-Iowcvcr, ancestral spirits can also withdraw thcir prolcclion and crcalc a siatc of' 

vulnerability to misl'orlu~~c and cvil spirits or cvcn causc ~iialadics to show thcir 

displcasurc or anger wilh heir dcsccndants due to thcir misconduct (for cxa~nple 

non pwSor~mancc 01' lhc siluals lo vcncralc tlic spirits). 'l'hus, the spirits or thc dcad 

cscrcisc a powcrl'ul inllucncc over tlic living. That is why at h c s  ol' pcrsonal and 

wider socictal crisis, Lhcy asc L I K  l'ur~danxnlal rncans tl~rough wliicli licnling and 

order are rc-cs~ablihcd, Givcn ~hcsc assumplions, and sincc war is a most critical, 

unbalancing and dcvastaling social crisis, ~radilional inslilulions bccomc crucial Sor 

healing war trauma and rclatcd disorders. 

I3caring in mind that tllc ~wjorily oS the population all'cclcd by thc war is rural, 

thcsc traditional i~lslitu~ions asc csscntid in bringing back so~lic scnsc of balance 

and social stability. Sirch a crucial role is possiblc bccausc lrildilionnl irislilulions arc 

cn~bcddcd in 11lc cosmological rnoclcl and syslcnis of mcaning lllilt govcrn social 

and cultural life in  tlic rural conmunitics. I'his is imporlanl cvcn in certain scctors 

01' the urban and sc~ni-urban cnvi~~onnicnts whcrc the inll~~cncc ol'thcsc inslilulions 

has bcen proved beyoid doubl. 

Many rclalivcs i ) l ' \ v ; ~  al'kclccl cl~ilclrcn ri~c~ltiorul lo haw gone l o  Ihc CII I -~udc i ro  lo 

lind out i l '  lhcir cl\i1cl1.cn \vcrc Jcxl or alivc or i l '  they would cvcr lincl lhcm. A 



positive response cncouragcd many to kccp 011 scarching. Therc wcrc also a Scw 

cases in which the child had bccn considcrcd dead and thc family had perSorincd the 

death ritual to put hislhcr spirit to rcst. Whcn thc child was Sound alive thc family 

had to undo the dcath ritual and communicate I~is/hcr arrival to the ancestral spirits. 

This is the casc of llic Rasul I n ~ i l y  or  Nlla~natanda which llad to rcvcrse thc dcalh 

ritual they had pcrlormcd Sor 14 ycar old Nod al'tcr hc survivcd his ordcal: hc was 

kidnapped whcn he was 7 ycars old and scrvcd as a soldier for KENAMO. '1'hcrc are 

also cascs of rclativcs that gct posscsscd by a~lccstral spirits in the prccise moillent 

of the reunification. 'I'his is the casc ol' Sdrgio Zila liorn Macia whosc m o h r  got 

posscsscd by thc spirit of the child's dcccascd father during the rcunilicalion. The 

mother explaincd to C&W stall' that thc spirit O T I I C ~  dcccascd husband used to come 

ii.o~n timc to timc and tell her that Sdrgio was alivc and would rclurn o w  day. This 

gavc hcr lots of hope. 

Thus, thcrc arc somc local concepts wllich arc Sundamcnkd to dcvcloping our 

understanding of the way pcoplc organisc their livcs and react to spccific situations. 

We will briclly analyze somc of h n ,  namely: the conccpt 01' ill-hcaltli, thc conccpt 

of social pollution and thc cleansing and purilication rituals. 

I-lcalth is conccivcd as a natural state l i ~  all human beings. So, to bc unhealthy 

dcnotcs abnormality, showing that sorncwllcrc something is out of its normal place, 

that lial-rnony is jeo1);~1~dised. I-lcalth in this context is, thcrcl'orc, approached in terms 

ol' a life proccss r a k r  ihun jusl in terms of a bodily process and in this scnse it 



acquircs a broadcr dimcnsion in comparison to western conccpls. Thus, hcalth is 

defined by thc Iur~nonious sclationships betwccn human bcings and the 

environment (thcir surroundings), bctwccn thcm and Lllcir dcccascd ancestors and 

amongst thcmsclves within Lhc cnviron~ncnt. 

- 7 

Ihc rclatiorlships bctwccn inclivicluals and gsoups give s11apc 10 LIE social 

cnvironmcnt (Iimily, liicnds, colleagues and community in gcnclal) which is 

Cundamcntal to life. Individuals and groups arc also related to thc natural 

c~lvironmcnt (land, rain, csops, Ilora and liuna) which make lil'c possible. Ralhcr 

than being nassowly dclincd scal~ns, tlicsc two paradig~ns arc dynamic and ongoing 

processes which give balance to tlic communily. The social and natural world are 

united within o lurgcr cos~iiological uoivcrsc." 

Thus, rain should fall a1 its ordiriary time, crops should grow, pcoplc should not fall 

sick and childrc~l should not dic. I I '  h i s  harmonious slalc Fils lo comc aboul, i t  is 

pcrccived as the rcsul t 01' nialcvolcnl intervention of witchcs and sorccrcrs or a 
2 6 

sanc~ion of ~ h c  alxcslrnl s11il.i~~ Ibr incolxcl social bcI1;1viour . ~I~I~crcSorc, iS the 

relalionships I>ct~\wn human bcings and thcir a~lccslors, bctwccn thcnl rund the 

environment and arnongsl ~ilc~nsclvcs arc balanccd and harmonious, hcalth ensues. 

1 Iowcvcr, i f '  ~hcy arc d i s ~ q ~ k d  in ;IIIY way, 1 1 ~  wcll-being ol' the conmunity is 

jcopardisecl. 7'hus, hx is a coniplcx sct of rulcs and practices \vhich govcln the 

maintcnancc ol' wcll-being and Ibcunclily in society, bccausc morc than simply a 



physical phcno~~~cnon ill-l~calth is pcrccivcd to be csscntially social. Ill-health thus 

constitutes an cvcnl in an indiviclual's l i l i :  which cslablishcs an allcration from its 
27 normal course . This cvc~lt might or inigllt not havc its physical manifestation in 

the body. 

In  the rural com~nunitics pcoplc bclicvc that individuals arc potentially cxposcd to 

pollution in tlicir conlacts with other social groups and cnvironmcnls. Those who 

migrate across grwp bountlarics, such as migrants worlicr in thc Soul11 Ahica's 

mining industry, arc particularly cxposcd to social contilmination. This kind of 

contamination comes fsom bcing vicli~ns of wilchcraft and sorccsy, by picking up 

unknown spirits, or by bcing morc vulncrablc to illness in an also unknown 

envisonlnent. Ecological conditions may be a sourcc of pollution. 

There is a bclicf that a spccial relationship bctwccn thc individual and tlic 

cnvironmcni cxisls. 111 difkrcnt regions hcrc arc dil'rcrcnt cnvironmcntal condilions, 
. . 

and so pcoplc arc acljuslcd to their surroundings. I hus, whcn moving horn one 

rcgion to anotl~cr. both men and animals lcavc 'somcthing' behind and absorb 

'something' ol' thc new atmosphcrc 1111.0i1gI1 which thcy movc. I t  is exactly this 

'something' lcli hchincl or absorbccl thal can pollulc Lhc individual and causc 
2 X malady . An uril,r~ocvn cnvir~onmcnl can also bc made dangerous by sorccscrs who 

can place noxious substances to inllict ~nalady on passcrs-by. I t  can bc pollulcd as 



well by the elements of rnaladics discarcled Srom t11c paticnt's body and placcd in thc 

cnvironment. 

Social pollution lnny also arisc Trow being in contact with dcath and bloodshed. 111 

many parts of llic MIOI-Id t11c1.c is h e  convicti~n t11;11 individuals who I I ~ V C  been closc 

to dcath are more susccptiblc to pollution. 'l'hus, iudividuals who havc bccn in a 

war, who killcd or saw pcoplc being killcd arc bclicvcd to be pollulcd by dcath and 

o h x  atrocities of war. Alics a war when soldiers and rclugccs rclum home, whcn 

war dfccted childscn rcturn to thcis Sunilics, they arc bclicvcd to bc polcnlial 

coutamina~ors of tllc social bocly. Tllc spirits of the dead ha t  Iiaunl them can disrupt 

life in their families. 

For cxamplc in lhc soutl~crn rcgion pcoplc allcsl thal the I I I J ~ ~ U ~ V V L I  spirits brought 

by soldiers call al'llict tllcm, causing n~assivc dcalh. MpJ~ukwu arc thc spirits of 

~hosc  killcd during the wars and which wcrc not propcrly buricd. I t  is bclieved that 

these spirits have thc capacity LO afllict, provokc lnaladics and cvcn kill Ihc hmilics 

of those who killed or mistrcalcd ~hcm in lir'c. They may also bc nasty lo passcrs-by, 

especially to those who s ~ c p  OII heir gravcs. Dccausc thcy did not havc a proper 

burial with all Lhc rituals aimcd lo placc thcm in:lIlcir proper positions in lhc world 

oC thc spirits, heir souls arc unsctllcd; thcy arc spirits of bittcmcss. 'The I I I J I ~ ~ U ~ W U  

phcnomcnon is pasticulasly importrunt alics a war. 'l'llcsclorc, lo avoid contamination 

thc conmunitics h a w  heir own mccllnnisms of prolcclion. l'hc protcctivc, thc 

cleansing or puri(icalion situals arc thus ain~cd at prolccting Lllc individual and tllc 



20 community as a whole against pollution . That is why 111any relatives acknowledge 

that as soon as their children rcturncd homc they clcanscd them to avoid major 

problems. Special attention ~lccds to be givcn to thosc who Tought the war and might 

have killed. 

When individuals considcrcd to be pollulcd comc back to their familics and 

communities, they cannot rcsumc social interaction with tllcir families and Sricnds 

before the pcri'ormancc of ccrtuin types of clcansiug and purilication rituals. 

I'urilication rituals arc gcncrally pcrfonncd on the lirst or second day of thc 

individual's arrival in his family homc. Closc rclalivcs and Sricnds  night attend. Thc 

rituals can bc pcrformcd by elderly mcmbcrs of Ihc family when the person is not 

~criously polluted (did not kill, is not bewitched or a victim oCsorccry). If the dcgrcc 

or  pollution is scrious tllc riluals have to be pcrfornlcd by a hcalcr or a diviner 

bccausc lhc direct intcrvcnlion of' thc spirits is rcqi~i~ul .  Apart from the dcgrcc of 

pollution the social position ol'thc pollulcd is considcrcd lo dctcrmine who pcrforms 

the rituals. Gc~~crally ~~uriljc;iti~n is cl'fcctcd by using animal blood and herbal 

remcdies to clc;insc ~ h c  body o r  h c  pollutcd individual. This hxtmcnt is also 

considcrcd to bc cl'lcctivc to cllasc away malcvolcnt spiriis. 



In all provinces visited we conlir~ncd that t l ~  praclicc oS clcansing and purilication 

rituals is widcsprcad among thc population. C&W staIT and community volu~ltccrs 

who are directly involved i n  1hc rcunilication proccss acknowledged that these 

rituals are taken very seriously by the Fmilics. Thcrc is thc case of a girl in 

Muhlcnguc~ava whosc ~wnilication was dclayccl because t l~c subslitutc family did 

not acccpt to give 111c child lo hcs I'rumily bcl'orc pcrSorming some rituals. Also we 

hcard oI' situations in which sclativcs did not gel al'lcctionalc to thc childrcn 

(hugging or kissing) bcl'osc riluals arc pcsl'ormcd. 

l'coplc bclicvc \hilt alkr 11 war all tllosc who have b c c ~  directly exposed to it, mcn, 

women, childrcn and adults have to go tl~rough a process 01' clcansing and 

purificalion to be able to regain balance and c~ljoy a normal and hamlonious life. 

The clcansing and pusificalion poccss is thus a lllc I'undamcnlal condilion for 

avoiding n~aladics, cspccicllly Lhc individual's insanity, Sor avoiding the 

contamination of the hmily and promoling harmonious social rcirltcgralion into 

socicty. 



ANNEXE B 

When a socicty Illccs war, hir~~gcr, drought. and is dccply involved i n  reconstruction 

of roads and railways as well as schools and hospitals, psychological problcms scem 

to be neglected. However tllcrc arc inner aspccts of a socicty which may correctly be 

interpreted through Social Scicnccs namcly l'sycl~ology, Antl~ropology and 

Sociology. A sub-cvalucltion of the pllcnomcna and social problcms may so~nctimcs 

occur. 

We belicvc tlwe arc critical social problcms in Mommbiquc; pcoplc Sacc great 

diSlicultics in thcir daily lil'c and, altl~ough the war has cndcd, Scar, suspicion, and 

psychological wound cll'ccts arc still nolorious. The gap bctwccn traditional and 

modern socictics still exists as well as bctwccn rural and urban arcas, and bclwcc~l 

minds; the dill'crcnt cultural aspects among provinces should also bc taken into 

considcralion. Every socicty sufl'crs an ovcrall slatc ol'a~nncsicl alics war. ' h i s  is thc 

bcst solution Sor politicians but is not cc~lainly lor the socicry. 

Thc social structurc in Mozuubiquc was scvcrcly disrupted by thc war. I30111 adults 

and children had 10 Illcc lik dcspcratcly and I~clplcssly 1,r ycnrs during which lhcir 

loved ones and ~noralc have disnppcarccl. Adults have Icarncd to dcvclopcd thcir self 

dclkncc along tl~c ycnrs but 111c children had not yet whcn they wcrc Itidnappcd, il l-  

treated and taught to l i i  I I. 



This affcctcd both t11c cllildrcn and adults. I t  is worse for the children bccausc thcy 

rcly on thc scnsc of sccurily, image and model adults can inspirc on them whcn 

educating thcm. When they loosc such scnsc of sccurity or arc induced to ignore 

principles they wcrc cducatcd to rcspcct and arc thrown to a world' of rcar and 

brutality thcrc may hc a b ~ ~ d i  in lhc psycliological balancc. During our visits we 

talked to both lbrmcr child soldicrs and their parcnts. 

Wc bclicve that sonlc ol' ll~csc clnildrcn do havc serious psychopathological 

problcms that clcscrvc a spccializcd li)llow up. Wc do not mcan that thcy have 

ncccssarily to undergo a psycllo-lhcrapcutic trcatuncnt bur they need indccd a ccstain 

trained follow up. Some training could bc providcd to people who would thcn 

pcrlorm tllc Iollow u p  lo chilclrcn and givc advicc Lo heir I'amilics. 

Among the child soldiers inlcrvicwccl by us wc would lilcc to call attcnlion to two 

cascs in wl~icli cl~ildrcr~ had Iiillcd pcoplc and participated in looting and armcd 

attacks. Onc o r  them had bccn ordered to kill his own lither othciwisc he would bc 

shot. This act hirs serious pxyclmlogicrrl conscquwccs which cannot bc easily 

ovcrcolnc. I t  takes some time and nccds spccilic cnvironincnl. Ouc usually fccls 

strongly guilty lnimscll., and ~lcurotic or cvcn psycholic reactions may occur. 

Subscqucntly, o ~ i c  01' the childrw iisccl to pcrlbrm a11 thc I~ouschold work at his 

unclc's (his lither's I~rolllcr) ho~nc  with who111 hc livcd after war. Ilc I q t  this 

abnormal bchaviour Ibr long time. 'l'hc second boy, according Lo his fathcr who had 

bccn a Frclimo soldier., used to boasl LO cvcrybody thal hc had killcd pcoplc, Ilc was 



very faniliar with guns and that he had participated in the armed struggle. 

Obviously this was an embarrassing altitudc for his rclativcs. 

Undoubtedly this is a case ol' abnormal bcllaviour and dcscrvcs some support both 

to the boy and to the F m i l y  to hclp lhcm understand thc reason 01' this strange 

bchaviour. Thcrc arc n o  doubts that the purilication rituals tllc childrcn go through 

when they arc rcccivcd back at their homcs cnablc thcm to fecl wanted by their 

relatives and thus t l~c f'ccling of guilt a d  blame va11is11 gradually; ~ ~ b s c q u c ~ ~ t l y  t l ~ y  

find thcmsclvcs sali: undcr the community protection, the evil is prqjcctcd far away 

and the ancestors spirits bring back the pcacc to thc Imily. 

The stability of the society is linked lo various aspccls. I<cgarding the psychology 

and the role it  may Ilavc as a suljccl a1 t l~c IIIOI~ICII~, in  partic~iar for this 

consultancy, we think i t  is important lo: 

- For the community to assurc lhc continuation of the activities startcd and 

carriccl 0111 by thc Cllildre~l ;IIK~ War I'ro.jcc1. 

- Providc training opportunities to sclcctcd D'l'li volunteers and social 

workers on how to deal with simple concepts ofcvolutivc psychology. 

- Since i t  should not be possiblc to develop actions in a psychological and 

psychiatric manncr throughout the country, thc most approprialc support 

should bc dcvcloping ~lic  potential of' civic and cullural activities such as 



thosc carricd out by thc Childrcn and War I'wjcct with a periodical 

evaluation of l l~c  rcsul[s and kind of aclivilics. 

Encourage hmilics to pcrlbrm traditional and othcr rituals which providc for 

cmolional and psychological sclicK 

- Makc cl'l'orls Lo improve coordinalion bctwccn lhc projccls which support 

~raumatiz.cd children. 
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