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SECTION B
 

SERVICES AND COSTS
 

B.1. SERVICES
 

For the period specified in Section F of this contract, the
 
Contractor shall provide the services described in Section C, D,
 
F, and H of this contract, for the firm fixed price shown below.
 

B.2. FIXED PRICE
 

(a) 	The firm fixed price of this contract is $165,000.
 

(b) 	Payment shall be made according to the schedule set forth
 
in Section F.3. following inspection and acceptance (see
 
Section E of this contract) of all of the services
 
described in Sections C.2. and C.5. and all of the
 
deliverables described in Section C.4. of this contract.
 

End of Section B
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SECTIONC
 

STATEMENT OF WORK
 

C.1. Objective
 

On the basis of his work in the U.S. and at the designated
 
sites, the contractor shall prepare a summary-type
 
prefeasibility study of the appropriateness of employing new
 
technologies to determine the extent and prospects for
 
tapping fractured-bedrock water resources in the target
 
areas of dotswana and Ethiopia. In Ethiopia, the primary
 
goal will be to improve water access for refugees and people
 
in otherwise economically viable sections for the
 
southeastern and northeastern areas (Ogaden and, possibly
 
Eritrea). In Botswana, the focus will be primarily on the
 
northern area of the country that is within the influence of
 
the Okavango and Chobe river systems (the Okavango Delta and
 
its environs, with particular emphasis on the environmental
 
impact of alternative approaches to water resource
 
exploration, development and use.
 

C.2. 	 Scope of Work
 

As preparation for developing the required prefeasability
 
report, 	the contractor shall perform the following tasks
 
relative to the Ogaden (and possibly Eritrea) region of
 
Ethiopia and the Okavango Delta area in Botswana:
 

C.2.a. 	 Conduct interviews and review appropriate reports and
 
literature so the contractor will be adequately apprised
 
of current political, social, environmental, and
 
economic conditons in the target study areas;
 

C.2.b. 	Review recent water exploration, water resources
 
planning, water use policy, and development activities
 
in the target areas to develop an understanding of near
 
term water needs and potential supply and use issues;
 

C.2.c. 	Collect and assess maps, aerial photographs, satellite
 
imagery, logs, and other relevant inputs to establish
 
the potential feasibility of applying the mega-watershed
 
exploration model to better define fractured-bedrock
 
water resources, drainage systems, and recharge
 
capacities influencing the target areas;
 

C.2.d. 	Survey local, and if necessary, regional reso,,ces of
 
potential commodity, equipment, professional, Leclinical
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and other essential supplies or services to determine
 
their basic appropriateness and availability for
 
supporting a subsequent and more detailed program (Phase
 
II) of assessment, exploration, and water resource
 
definition (including, as approprizte, the drilling of
 

some test wells in Phase II) to confirm the viability
 
and cost-effectiveness of the megawatershed exploration
 

techniques, and projected ranges of water quality and
 

sustainable yields;
 

C.2.e. 	 Discuss the technology and potential program with local
 

USAID staff, NGOs, other donors, and relevant Host
 

Country agents (public and private), so knowledge can be
 
exchanged and the potential interests (programmatic,
 
technical, including environmental impact, financial) of
 
these other parties in subsequent planning and
 
exploration activities determined;
 

C.2.f. 	 Identify opportunities, approximate costs, and apossible
 
risks with the implementation of a Phase II technology /
 
application and test drilling program. Also the
 
contractor shall consider the relevance and
 
cost-effectiveness of using Geographic Information
 
System (GIS) technology to enhance the utility of the
 
mega-watershed concept for planners and implementors;
 

C.2.g. 	 Refine all of the foregoing information into a
 

prefeasibility report which will give insights about the
 
potential pros and cons of proceeding with a more
 
advanced (Phase II) program. This prefeasibility report
 
will include a program and resource plan for a Phase II
 

endeavor, if appropriate, and make recommendations as to
 
basic technical and physical objectives, resources,
 
costs, implementation steps and issues, program outputs,
 
and activity performance measures.
 

C.3. 	 At A.I.D.'s request, the contractor agrees to be available
 
to travel to Ethiopia and/or Botswana to brief USAID and/or
 
Host Country officials on the reports, its conclusions, and
 
the details of its work. The costs for such travel and
 
services, if requested by A.I.D., shall be negotiated and
 
paid separately from this contract.
 

C.4. 	 Reports and Deliverables
 

C.4.a. 	 Upon completion of preliminary U.S.-based research and
 
assembly of documents needed to support field work, the
 
contractor shall submit to A.I.D. a workpiajl 111d 
s§glefl_e for completing field work, subseque, 
assessments, and the drafting of the prefeasibility 
report.
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C.4.b. 	The contractor shall submit to the cognizant project
 
officer 3 copies of the draft prefeasibility report as
 
more fully described in the contractor's unsolicited
 
proposal.
 

C.4.c. 	 Upon completion of all activities described above, the
 

contractor shall submit 5 copies of the final
 
prefeasability report to the A.I.D. cognizant project
 
officer.
 

C.5. 	 The contractor's unsolicited proposals dated October 31,
 

1991 and December 6, 1991 are 'incorporated herein by
 

reference.
 

End of Section C
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SECTION D
 

PACKAGING AND MARKING
 

D.l. REPORTS
 

Pursuant to the clause of this contract entitled "Reports" (AIDAR
 
752.7026), the cover page of all reports prepared by the Contractor
 
(see Section F of this contract) shall include the project name, the
 
project number, and the contract number.
 

D.2. 52.252-2, CLAUSES INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE (JUN 1988)
 

This contract incorporates one or more clauses by reference, with
 
the same force and effect as if they were given in full text. Upon
 
request the Contracting Officer will make their full text available.
 

A.I.D. Acquisition Regulation (78 CFR Chapter 7) Clauses
 

752.7009, Marking (APR 1984)
 
752.7026, Alternate 70, Reports (JUN 1987)
 

END SECTION D
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SQQILON E
 

INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE
 

E.l. RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL
 

In accordance with the clauses of this contract entitled "Inspection

of Services - Fixed Price" (FAR 52.246-04) and "Limitation of
 
Liability - Services" (FAR 52.246-25), inspection and acceptance of
 
all services and supplies required hereunder shall be made only by

the cognizant AID Project Officer (see Section G of this contract).

Inspection and acceptance of services and supplies by the cognizant

AID Project Officer shall form the basis for payments to the
 
Contractor.
 

End of Section E
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SECTION F
 

DELIVERIES OR PERFORMANCE
 

F.I. PERIOD OF CONTRACT
 

The effective date of this contract is April 7, 1992 and the
 

estimated completion date is June 16, 1992.
 

F.2. REPORTS
 

The services called for hereunder shall be delivered in
 
accordance with the report schedule included in Section C.4.
 

F.3. PAYMENT PROVISION
 

For completion of tasks set forth in Section C.2. and C.5. and
 
upon inspection and acceptance of the deliverables described in
 
Section C.4., the Contractor shall be paid according to the
 
following schedule:
 

a. Upon acceptance of the workplan and schedule, the contractor 
shall be paid 30% of the firm fixed price. 

b. Upon acceptance of the draft report, the contractor shall be 
paid 20% of the firm fixed price. 

c. Upon acceptance of the final report, the contractor shall be 

paid the balance (50%) of the firm fixed price. 

F.4. TECHNICAL DIRECTIONS 

Performance of the work hereunder shall be subject to the
 
technical directions of the cognizant A.I.D. Project Officer.
 
As used herein, "Technical Directions: are directions to the
 
Contractor which fill in details, suggest possible lines of
 
inquirey, or otherwise complete the general scope of the work.
 
"Technical Directions" must be within the terms of this
 
contract, shall not change or modify them in any way, and shall
 
not constitute changes (as described in the clause of this
 
contract entitled "Changes - Fixed Price" (FAR 52.243-01,
 
Alternate I), which may only be accomplished by the Contracting
 
Officer.
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F.5. KEY PERSONNEL
 

a) 	 The key personnel which the Contractor shall furnish for the
 
performance of this contract are as follows:
 

Mr. 	Robert Bisson
 

b) 	The personnel specified above are considered to be essential
 
to the work being performed hereunder. The listing of key
 
personnel may be amended only with prior written approval
 
from the Contracting Officer.
 

End of Section F
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SECTION G
 

CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION DATA
 

G.1. COGNIZANT A.I.D. PROJECT OFFICER
 

The cognizant A.I.D. Project Officer is Frank Kenefick, C/AID,
 
or his designee.
 

G.2. PAYMENT OFFICE
 

The payment office is the Agency for International Development,
 
Office of Financial Management, FA/FM/CMPD/DC, Room 700, SA-2,
 
Washington, D.C. 20523-0209.
 

G.3. POST-AWARD CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION OFFICE
 

The contract administration office is the AOT Branch, Division
 
A, Office of Procurement, Directorate of Finance and
 
Administration, Washington, D.C. 20523-1425.
 

G.4. ACCOUNTING DATA
 

Funds currently obligated in this contract are chargeable As
 
follows:
 

PIO/T NO.: 2681800
 
Appropriation No.: 72-1121021.3
 
Budget Plan Code: EDNA-92-16820-KG-1
 
Allotment No.: 243-38-099-00-20-21
 
Amount: $165,000
 
Funding Source: AID/W
 

End of Section G
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QECTION _H
 

SPECIAL CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS
 

H.l. EMERGENCY LOCATOR INFORMATION
 

The Contractor agrees to provide the following information to
 
the USAID Executive Officer on or before the arrival in the
 
Cooperating Country of every contract employee or dependent:
 

a) The individual's full name, home address, and telephone
 
number.
 

b) The name and number of the contract, and whether the
 
individual is an employee or dependent.
 

c) The Contractor's name, home office address, and telephone
 
number, including any after-hours emergency number(s), and
 
the name of the Contractor's home office staff member having
 
administrative responsibility for the contract.
 

d) The name, address, and telephone number(s) of each
 
individual's next of kin.
 

e) Any special instructions pertaining to emergency situations
 
such as power of attorney designees or alternate contract
 
persons.
 

H.2. LOGISTIC SUPPORT
 

The Contractor shall be responsible for providing or
 
arranging for all logistic support required for performance
 
hereunder.
 

End of Section H
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SECTION I' *.CAU sLFORLIXE .PRI _R ACTh._fQO PIiEQ_ ERVI C[S 

CO{IR&UfJci AUE-5
 

1.1. 	 FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CIHAPTER I) CLAUSES 

52.252-02 - Clauses Incorporated by Reference (JUN 1988) 

This contract incorporates one or more clauses by reference, with 
the 

if they were given in full text. Upon request,
same 	force and effect as 

text 	available.
the Contracting Officer will make their full 


(X) 
(X) 
(X) 
(X) 

(X) 
(X) 

52.202-01 
52.203-01 
52.203-03 
52.203-05 

52.203-07 
52.203-11 

Definitions (APR 1984) 
Officials Not to Benefit (APR 1984) 

Gratuities (APR 1984) 
Covenant Agatnst Contingent Fees (APR 

1984) 
Anti-Kickback Procedures (OCT 1988) 

Certification and Disclosure Regarding 

Payments to Influence Certain Federal 

Transactions 

(X) 52.203-12 Limitation on Payments to Influence 

Certain Federal Transactions (Jan 1990) 

(X) 52.209-5 Certification Regarding Debarment, 
Suspension, Proposed Debarment, and 

Other Responsibility Matters. 

(X) 
(X) 
(X) 

52.212-13 
52.212-15 
52.215-01 

Stop-Work Order (AUG 1989) 
Government Delay of Work (APR 1984) 

Examination of Records by Comptroller 

General (APR 1984) 

(X) 
(X) 

(X) 
(X) 

52.215-02 
52.215-22 

52.215-33 
52.219-08 

Audit-Negotiation (DEC 1989) 
Price Reduction for Defective Cost or 

Pricing Data (JAN 1991) 
Order of Precedence (JAN 1986) 
Utilization of Small Business Concerns 

and Small Disadvantaged Business 
Concerns (FEB 1990) 

(X) 52.219-13 Utilization of Women Owned Small 
Businesses (AUG 1986) 

(X) 52.220-03 Utilization of Labor Surplus Area 

Concerns (APR 1984) 

(X) 
(X) 

5?.222-03 
52.222-21 

Convict Labor (APR 1984) 
Certification of Nonsegregated 
Facilities 

(X) 52.222-22 Previous Contracts and Compliance 
Reports 

(X) 
(X) 
(X) 

52.222-25 
52.222-26 
52.222-29 

Affirmative Action Compliance 
Equal Opportunity (APR 1984) 
Notification of Visa Denial (APR 1984) 
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(X) 52.244-01 Subcontracts (Fixed-Price Subcontracts) 
(JAN 1986) 

(X) 52.244-05 Competition in Subcontracting (APR 1984) 
(X) 52.246-04 Inspection of Services - Fixed-Price (APR 1984) 
(X) 52.246-25 Limitation of Liability - Services (APR 1984) 
(X) 52.247-63 Preference for U.S.-Flag Air Carriers (APR 1984) 
(X) 52.249-01 Termination for Convenience of the Government 

(Fixed-Price) (APR 1984) 
(X) 52.249-08 Default (Fixed-Price Supply and Service) (APR 

1984) 
(X) 52.249-04 Termination for Convenience of the Government 

(Services) (Short Form) (APR 1984) 
(X) 52.251-01 Government Supply Sources (APR 1984) 

52.252.04 ALTERATIONS IN CONTRACT (1984)
 

Portions of this contract are altered as follows:
 

(1) 	The clause prescribed in 52.203-1 refers to United States
 

Officials.
 

(2) 	The following supplemental coverage is added to the clause
 
specified in 52.228-3:
 

(a) 	The Contractor agrees to procure Defense Base Act (DBA)
 
insurance pursuant to the terms of the contract between
 
AID and AID's DBA insurance carrier unless the
 
Contractor has a DBA self insurance program approved by
 
the Department of Labor or has an approved retrospective
 
rating agreement for DBA.
 

(b) 	If AID or the Contractor has secured a waiver of DBA
 
coverage (see AIDAR 728.305-70(a)) for contractor's
 
employees who are not citizens of, residents of, or
 
hired in the United States, the contractor agrees to
 
provide such employees with worker's compensation
 
benefits as required by the laws of the country in which
 
the employees are working, or by the laws of the
 
employee's native country, whichever offers greater
 
benefits.
 

(c) 	The Contractor further agrees to insert in all 
subcontracts hereunder to which the DBA is applicable, a 
clause similar to this clause, including this sentence, 
imposing on all subcontractors a like requirement to 
provide overseas workmen's compensation insurance 
coverage and obtain DBA coverage under the AMt) 
requirements contract. 

(3) 	The clause prescribed in 52.229-06 refers to United States
 

taxes.
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1.2. A.I.D. ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 7) CLAUSES
 

(X) 	752.202-01 AID Definitions Clause -- General
 
Supplement for Use in All AID Contracts
 
(JAN 1990)
 

(X) 	752.202-01(b), Alt. 72 AID Definitions Clause - Supplement For
 
AID Contracts Involving Performance
 
Overseas (DEC 1986)
 

(X) 752.203-01 	 Officials Not to Benefit (APR 1984)
 
(X) 	752.219-08 Utilization of Small Business Concerns
 

and SmallDisadvantaged Business
 
Concerns (APR 1984)
 

(X) 752.7001 	 Biographical Data (DEC 1988)
 
(X) 752.7004 	 Source and Nationality Requirements (APR
 

1989)
 
(X) 752.7005 Language, Weights, and Measures (APR
 

1984)
 
(X) 752.7006 	 Notices (APR 1984)
 
(X) 	752.7008 Use of Government Facilities or
 

Personnel (APR 1984)
 
(X) 	752.7010 Conversion of U.S. Dollars to Local
 

Currency (APR 1984)

(X) 752.7013 	 Contractor - Mission Relationships (OCT
 

1989)
 
(X) 752.7015 	 Use of Pouch Facilities (APR 1984)
 
(X) 752.7025 	 Approvals (APR 1984)
 
(X) 752.7026 	 Reports (OCT 1989)
 
(X) 752.7027 	 Personnel (DEC 1990)
 
(X) 752.7029 	 Post Privileges (DEC 1990)
 
(X) 752.7032 International Travel Approval and
 

Notification Requirements (JAN 1990)
 
(X) 752.7033 	 Physical Fitness (DEC 1990)
 

End of Section I
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Bisson Exploration1 Services Company 

Post Office Box 431 - Fairfax, Virginia 22030-0431
 

Agency for International Development
 
Office of Financial Management
 
FA/FM/CMPD/DC, Room 700, SA-2
 
Washington, DC 20523-0209
 



BissonExplorationServices Company Post Office Box 431 • Fairfax, Virginia 22030-0431 

Telephone: (703) 352-8658 

INVOICE NUMBER 1001 
Date: April 14, 1992 

Agency for International Development 
Office of Financial Management 
FA/FM/CMPD/DC 
Room 700, SA-2, Washington, D.C. 20253-0209 

REF: Contract #AOT-0800-C-O0-2060-O0 

For completion of deliverables, in accordance with payment 
provisions set forth in Section F.3.a of the above referenced 
fixed-price contract: 

"...upon acceptance of the workplan and schedule, the 
contractor shall be paid 30% of the firm fixed price." 

Since the total fxed price of the contract is $165,000., 

this invoice is requesting a disbursement of $49,500. 

Please pay this amount by wire transfer to the account of: 

ROBERT A. BISSON 
FIRST VIRGINIA BANK (FALLS CHURCH, VIRGINIA 22042) 

Account #05600 1118 5061 3839 0128 

er el 
4 
Robert A. CBisson 
Contractor 

Contract Amount Invoiced Unbilled Balance 

$165,000 49,500 $115,500 

Workplan and schedule approved by USAID Project Officer 

/]/
 



Bisson Exploration Services Company 	 Post Office Box 431 Fairfax, Vrginia 22030-0431 

Telephone: (703) 352-8658 

April 	14, 1992
 

Mr. Frank Kenefick, C/AID
 
Agency for International Development
 
Office of Financial Management
 
FA/FM/CMPD/DC, Room 700, SA-2
 
Washington, DC 20523-0209
 

Ref: 	 Contract #AOT-0800-C-00-2060-00
 
PIO/T #2681800
 

Dear Mr. Kenefick,
 

Per the statement of work description of Reports and Deliver
ables, Section C.4.a., of contract number AOT-0800-C-00-2060-00,
 
dated April 7, 1992, I have enclosed my work plan and schedule
 
for completing field work, subsequent assessments and the draft
ing of the prefeasibility report.
 

Further, I have completed the preliminary US-based research
 
and have assembled the documents needed to support the field
 
work described herein. This US-based work included interviews
 
with experts from my project team and key outside specialists on
 
environmental problems in Botswana and refugee issues in the
 
Ethiopia region. In order to update and fine-tune the work
 
plan, I have also met with key individuals from Botswana (who
 
visited me in DC) and from the IUCN team, as well as FHA and
 
OFDA officials.
 

Sources of useful data have been identified and substantial
 
amounts of documentation assembled and preliminarily reviewed
 
including several dozen Landsat image scenes covering much of
 
Botswana and Africa's Horn, as well as large format camera
 
coverage, aerial photographs and substantial mapped information
 
of vegetation, climate, rainfall, geology, geophysical data and
 
scientific papers covering.much of the regions under investiga
tion. We now actually are in possession of most of these
 
materials and are prepared to employ them during the coming
 
weeks, in the process of preparing the prefeasib~lity study
 
report/phase II exploration plan for Botswana and Ethiopia.
 

I have also had discussions with Martin Beyer and several
 
outside team member experts concerning the test drilling
 
component of the project and expect to meet with Ethiopian and
 
Botswanan government officials, NGOs and private drilling
 
contractors regarding the timing and logistical requirements,
 
along with possible cooperation from these entities in the
 
financing and implementation of the drilling part of Phase II
 
testing.
 

//
 



Bisson ExplorationServices Company Post Office Box 431 Fairfax, Virginia 22030-0431 

Telephone: (703) 352-8658 

April 14, 1992
 
Letter, Page 2
 

My recent conversations with key people at OFDA and IUCN
 
strongly indicate that time is of the essence on this project
 
and that near-term completion of this prefeasibility study is
 
high priority to US AID. At the same time, the response I have
 
received from my team and interested parties in Botswana and
 
Ethiopia, along with the very substantial amount of valuable
 
data currently in our possession, gives me great encouragement.
 
I believe the project's goals can and will be met in a timely
 
fashion and look forward to working with you and your US AID
 
colleagues toward that worthy end.
 

Sincerely,
 

Robert A. Bisson
 

RAB: rms
 

Enclosures
 



Prefeasibitity Study 

Report C.4.a. Work Plan and Schedule for Completing Study 

April 14, 1992 

Botswana - Tasks E.LT ,.t.JuL 

1. Prep for field work, final US Team Briefings and depart USA 

2. Brief US AID mission - Botswana 

3. Brief GOB officials 

4. Interview Environmental and water experts 

5. ID, access, review, local databases (i.e. welt 
geomaps, reports, studies, etc.) 

Logs, 

6. Interview drilling experts 

7. Preliminary Field Recon with local experts (air/Land) 

8. Return USA with new data -- brief team 

9. Perform preliminary structural/fracture-permeabiLity 
analyses of Botswana region from satellite imagery, etc. and 

produce preliminary maps 

10. Input preliminary maps and other key data bases to GIS 

11. Perform preliminary computer analyses lM 5tstIM 

12. Print preliminary regional scale megawatershed maps 

13. Evaluate map outputs, along with environmental and 
socio-economic information to determine best action plan for 
Phase II Exploration/testing 

14. Submit draft plan/report/maps to US AID 

15. Inpjt feedback from US AID to pLan/report/maps 

16. Submit final plan/report/maps to USAID 

Ethiopia - Tasks 

1. Prep for field work, final brief US team on most current 

situation and depart USA 

2. Brief US AID mission/OFDA key personnel 

3. Interview experts on target region logistics, environmental 
aspects of drilling, personnel security, probably refugee 
centers, appropriate drilling/crew availability and 
acceptance, etc. 

4. Locate and review new data sources, including people and 
documents re: hydrogeologic parameters 

5. Preliminiary field recon, with experts (air/Land) 

6. Return USA/Team inputs field information to plan evaluation 

7. Draft action plan/report submitted to US AID 

8. Inputs from US AID incorporated into Action Plan 

9 Final action plan/report submitted to US AID 

Tasks and schedule may be modified during implementation 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 

Apri 15' , June 



USAID 

U.S. A(IENCY 1:0 

INI IRNATIONAL 

DEVOIPII'MIENT 

April 15, 1992 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

REF: A.I.D. Contract #AOT-800-C-O0-2060-0O 

Mr. Robert Bisson, president of Bisson Exploration Services 
and a team of water resources scientists and technologists 
are going to be working under contract with A.I.D. to review 
the applicability of new satellite-based technology in the 
location of better water resources in Ethiopia and Botswana 
and nearby areas where water problems and drought conditions 
are in evidence. This new technology might be helpful to 
recipient governments, private sector entities, and voluntary 
organizations as they struggle to respond to current and 
future water shortages. 

Because the team's travel through or within a particular 
country will be necessary to assess the feasibility of 
this technology, any assistance or consideration that can be 
given to them, such as in processing visas or other needed 
documentation, will be greatly appreciated. 

Funding for this prefeasibility study is being provided by 
A.I.D.'s Bureau for Food and Humanitarian Assistance. If 
you have any questions about this technical assistance 
activity, please contact me at (202) 647-96 Thank you 
for your help in these regards. 

Contract Technical Officer 

s320 [iwNIy-IIRs I SI I i, N .N', .\VW ionm, D.C 20523 * I'IIo I: (202) 47-9620 N F;\l : (202) 047-1770 
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ToMr. Rupert Talbot, Chief, Water/Sanit.
 
-UNICEF
 
.Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
 
FAX No._011-251-1-511-628
 

From: 	Martin G. Beyer
 
84 Jefferson Road
 
Princeton, NJ 08540-3301, USA
 
Telephone 1-609-683-1762
 
Fax 1-609-497-2989
 

Dear Rupert:
 

USAID 	Project for Megawatershed Analysis - Bob Bisson ETA
 

As I indicated in my previous fax of 21 April to you, Mr. Robert

(Bob) Bisson, intends to visit Addis Ababa and UNICEF there in

the company of Mr. Joseph Ingari, within a few days. 
 I am now

pleased to confirm Bob Bisson's ETA in Addis Ababa on Thursday,

30 April 1992, Lufthansa flight 246, God Willing and Weather
 
Permitting, scheduled in at 1955 hours.
 

Bob Bisson will contact you ASAP on his arrival. In fact,

following my strong recommendations, you are the key person for
 
discussing the application and followup on his and Joseph

Ingari's co-ordination of the analysis of shuttle images.
 

Personally, knowing some of Bisson's work from earlier years, I

find this exercise highly innovative. The combination with well

siting and corroboration through water well drilling as supported

by UNICEF and other major organizations in Ethiopia hopefully

will convince larger parts of USAID (including WASH) of the
 
potential and usefulness of this methodology.
 

Bob Bisson's efforts are backed up technically by Earth Satellite
 
Corporation of Washington, DC, a major enterprise, which
 
apparently is taking this opportunity for getting ome part in

the famous but elusive "peace dividend". Bisson tells me that
 
with their computer enhancement technology, they can reach a
 
power of resolution of 5 (five!) feet (1.5 meters). Good old

Landsat is down, I believe to ten meters. The excellent SPOT
 
satellite has five meters. 
Bisson will bring samples of the
 
pertaining material, 
so you'll see for yourself.
 

Along with that he will have some interesting proposals, which

would not affect UNICEF budgeting or overall plans, but which may

entail some commitment for co-operation, which I believe all
 
parties concerned, notably UNICEF and AID would benefit from.
 
Not to speak of the savings and bolstered morale of the
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As an adviser to Bob Bisson (along with a few other small but
 
innovative enterprises), I have strongly urged him to begin his
 
work in Addis Ababa, by availing himself of UNICEF's, including
 
your personal experiences and contacts with the relevant
 
government and other organizations.
 

Judging from my co-operation in past years with USAID (mainly as
 
Senior Advisory Consultant to WASH), I also hope that a
 
successful outcome of this project will help redirect AID to
 
helping developing countries with their water resources problems.
 
The United States did so until the mid-1980s through the United
 
States Geological Survey. Their International Hydrological
 
office did a lot of highly useful, cost-effective work, until it
 
all of a sudden was abolished due to overall budget cuts, which
 
often rather hit really useful activities than those which could
 
be cut down. Sounds rather familiar, does it? Now there is a
 
real chance to revive the spirits over the water in USAID (which
 
organization still has not quite overcome its part of the GOBI
 
syndrome).
 

You may note that the present project will be carried out on
 
behalf of both the AID Office for Disaster Relief Assistance and
 
their Africa Bureau. Inofficially it seems to me that another
 
side benefit internally in USAID might be to bring these two
 
units closer to each other, but this need not concern us.
 

Bob Bisson, following your and my talk this morning, is now
 
trying to reschedule his Africa travel, and is aiming, if
 
possible, to arrive in Addis Ababa already around Thursday 30
 
April. This would give him more time with you. Plans are for
 
his being joined in Addis by a consulting
 
hydrogeologist/geophysicist, Joseph Ingari, from Hydrosource
 
Associates of Ashland, New Hampshire. Ingari knows Ethiopia and
 
was last there in 1986.
 

They will present more of their interest to you, not the least in
 
reviewing possibilities for corroborating their findings, and how
 
then to bring them to good use for planning and implementation of
 
future drilling activities in the country.
 

As to Eritrea, I realize that the new situation might require
 
them to deal separately with that area, but I am sure that you
 
and other colleagues in Addis would have some good background to
 
give to Bisson and Ingari. - In the meantime, my warmest regards
 
to your family and to whosoever in UNICEF and of the Ethiopian
 
colleagues still might be around, whom I met in earlier years.
 
Kind regards.
 

Martin G. Be er, Former Senior Adviser, Water and Sanitation,
 
UNICEF, and Executive Secretary, Safe Water 2000 (UNDP)
 

ATTACHED: PROJECT PROPOSAL FROM BISSON EXPLORATION TO USAID
 


