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ABSTRACT
 

' Abstract (Do not exceed the space provided)
H. Edeluion 

The purpose of the mid-term evaluation is to assess whether the project is on the right course in achieving its goals. 

The evaluator is also to offer suggestions for improved effectiveness and on whether the project should continue after 

specific tasks are to ascertain if the project is achieving its three purposes, the 

its five-year life. Additional more 
outreach/dissemination efforts, the degree to which 

appropriateness of research proposals funded, the success of 

source of new ideas, the adequacy of core staff and their funds, and how to make the project more 

IRIS has been a 

relevant than it already is.
 

Malor findinas: The evaluators Ofound the IRIS Center to be highly effective in 

carrying out a broad-based program of technical assistance, education, and research aimed at promoting 

(in) increasing the international awareness of the role of the 
...both legal and institutional reform 

rule of law and institutions in economic development, and (in) expanding the endowment of knowledge 

relating to ir stitutional economics... the Center (is) exceptionally well staffed.. (and has) conducted an effective 

outreach and dissemination effort... programs are making strongly positive contributions in those areas In which they 

tr AID and the 
"... the IRIS Research Program is a success and a very valuable resourr, 

have been active." 
development community." 

"AID support for the Center and its work be both continued and extended substantially (in 

Maior Recommendations: 
beyond the two years remaining under the contract.' Also, costly and
 

time and in geographical regions served] 


counter-productive administrative burddns *ought to be relaxed considerably.'
 

Lessons learned: 

In-country long-term expatriate presence important to success. 
1. 

University affiliation helps avoid political sensitivities associated with 
2. 


focus of IRIS activities.
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