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Background 

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) entered into a 
Cooperative Agreement, in April 1992, with the American Council on Education (ACE), 
as the lead institution together with the American Association of State Colleges and 
Universities (AASCU), the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC), the 
Association of American Universities (AAU), the National Association of Independent 
Collcges and Universities (NAICU), and the National Association of State Universities 
and Land Grant Colleges (NASULGC). These Associations represent virtually all of 
American higher education. The Association Liaison Office for University Cooperation 
in Development (ALO) was established by the six Associations' respective presidents, 
who also comprise its Policy Board. 

The purpose of the Cooperative Agreement is to support operations of the 
Associations as they engage the U.S. higher education community in helping shape a 
collaborative program of U.S. development support to institutions of higher education 
in developing countries, providing technical advice to USAID on its development 
priorities, and increasing attention to international and global development issues on U.S. 
campuses. The Cooperative Agreement, signed April 16, 1992, names five areas of 
pursuit: 

1. 	 Sustaining and enhancing progress in institutions of higher education in 
developing countries, especially as regards their role in economic and social 
development within their own nations; 

2. 	 Enhancing development research, education, and assistance capacity in U.S. 
higher education in ways which will also advance the international dimensions of 
universities and colleges; 

3. 	 Increasing and sharing expert talent of value to both A I.D. and higher education; 

4. 	 Accessing university resources and experience more effectively; and 

5. 	 Designing and evaluating development programs affecting universities, with 
USAID and the Agency's University Center. 



On July 30, 1993, USAID indicated its intention to provide additional funding to 
the American Council on Education in support of operations associated Vith engaging 
the U.S. higher education community to help plan and implement programs in harmony 
with that community and the University Center. Amendment No. 2, covering the 
expanded program description, was signed August 31, 1993. The Amendment calls for 
the Association Liaison Office, on behalf of the named higher education associations, in 
cooperation with the Agency for International Development, to undertake three 
programs of work in support of the Agreement through September 30, 1995: 

to achieve a more effective partnership with higher education in areas of 
development priority and mutual interest; 

to plan a pilot development action network; and 

to implement the first phase of the pilot network. 

II. Performance during July 1 - September 30, 1993 

Toward a more effective partnership between USAID and the higher education 
community, the Association Liaison Office (i) provided technical opinion on the Agency's 
development work with higher education, and (ii) worked with the Associations to 
broaden the engagement of their member institutions in international development. 

A. Providing technical comment to USAID, ALO director Joan Claffey continued to 
meet frequently with USAID personnel on strategies for building a stronger partnership 
with higher education. The following events also occurred. 

1. Dr. Claffey participated in five University Center planning meetings. 

2. '1he ALO completed and submitted to USAID's University Center, 35 
copies of a survey of the international institutional linkages of selected colleges 
and universities, representative of the membership of the six higher education 
associations. A copy accompanies this report. 

3. Dr. C. Peter Magrath, Chair of the ALO Policy Board and President of 
NASULGC, and Dr. Claffey met with USAID Chief of Staff Richard McCall on 
July 15 and July 30, 1993, concerning higher education/USAID collaboration and 
plans for a meeting of higher education leaders and the USAID administrator. 

4. Preparation of formal response to USAID's letter of July 30, inviting 
modification of the cooperative agreement. The American Council on Education 
submitted its written response, with expanded program description and financial 
plan, on August 13, 1993. Agreement modification number 02 was executed 
August 31, 1993. 



5. August 12, 1993: Dr. Claffey met with USAID administrator Atwood and 
representatives of private voluntary organizations concerning collaboration on 
USAID development strategies. 

B. To broaden the involvement of higher education institutions in development, the 
ALO has worked with the Associations to increase the attention to international 
development issues on U.S. campuses. Outreach activities included the following: 

(i) Presentations by Dr. Claffey on higher education and development issues, 
and the work of the ALO, to ACE, AASCU, and NASULGC, and to ACE's 
International Commission. 

(ii) Participation on task force to plan ACE Public Policy Conference on 
International Issues for Higher Education. 

(iii) September 22, 1993: Participation in USAID Recognition of historically 
black colleges and universities. 

(iv) During the reporting period, the ALO director met on behalf of the 
associations and USAID with a variety of individuals concerning higher education 
and development, including: John Deupree, Associate Director, The College 
Board; Ray Giles, Columbia University and Dominican/American University 
Consortium; Arpad Kerzdi, Director, Center for Private Enterprise Development, 
Budapest; Ron Oppen, Director East European Programs, State University of 
New York System; Morton Marcus, Director, Indiana Business Research Center, 
Indiana University; Harold Matteson, Assistant Vice President, International 
Programs, New Mexico State University; David Montgomery, Vice President 
Academic Affairs, University College, University of Maryland; Margaret Preska, 
Distinguished Service Professor, Minnesota State University; Orazaly Sabdenor, 
People's Deputy of the Republic of Kazakhstan; Joseph Short, President, 
Bradford College (MA); Karen Viechnicki, Associate Dean, and Wells Singleton, 
Dean, College of Education, Ohio University; Ian Whitman, Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, Paris; Seth Spaulding, School of 
Education, University of Pitsburgh with R. Gonchigdorj, Member of State Great 
Hural (Parliament) and Chairman, Higher Education Reform Commission, 
Republic of Mongolia; N. Jadamba, Senior Vice Minister of Science and 
Education, Republic of Mongolia; S. Davaa, Vice Rector, National University of 
Mongolia; B. Oyummaa, Senior Foreign Relations Officer, Ministry of Education, 
Republic of Mongolia. 
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