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United Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Association
 
Trip Report
 

June 3-6, 1993
 

Charles H. Emely, PhD, CAE President/CEO(Acting) 

1. 	 Dates and Destination 

June 3-6, 1993 San Pedro, Belize 

II. 	 Purpose of Travel 

To participate in the planning meeting for Agritrade 1993. 
Major participation was to be actively involved in discussions 
and planning for details of Agritrade 1993, with particular 
emphasis on the marketing and promotion of the trade show, 
and in-depth discussions of the impact of the current 
Guatemalan political situation. 

Ill. 	 Persons Contacted 

Bruce Brower, PhD, ROCAP; Representatives from export 
associations; Agritrade Planning Committee. 

IV. 	 Activities and Accomplishments 

1. 	 Assisted in review and evaluation of Agritrade 1992 
on a country by country basis. 

2. 	 Assisted in review and evaluation of plans for the 
promotion of Agritrade 1993 on a country by country 
basis. 

3. 	 Discussed in considerable detail the current political 
situation in Guatemala and its potential impact on 
Agritrade 1993. 

4. 	 Discussed plans for c'.'ercoming any potential negative 
effects of the Guatemalan situation including obtaining 
a letter from the U.S. Ambassador regarding the safety
of the situation, and emphasizing that there are no 
economic or export problems. 
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5. 	 Reviewed new emphasis on the partnership role of the 
other Central American countries. 

6. 	 Discussed promotion and marketing plans for 
Agritrade 1993, and provided suggestions for 
increased promotional activities utilizing the resources 
of the U.S.A. associations (United and PMA). 

7. 	 Held informal discussions at lunch, dinner and 
cocktails with members of the federations. Discussed 
importance of regional cooperation and organizational 
activities in support of Agritrade, particularly with 
regard to allaying any fears concerning the political 
situation in Guatemala. 

IV. 	 Observations and Recommendations 

1. 	 High level of concerns expressed regarding political 
situation in Guatemala. Specific action needs to be 
taken quickly to allay these fears. 

2. 	 Decision to delay distribution of promotional materials 
until Guatemalan conflict settles down will help. However, 
this should be monitored carefully to assure that materials 
are not distributed too late to be effective. 

3. 	 Now that other Central American countries are involved 
as full planning partners it will be a challenge for the 
Planning Committee to achieve consensus. Issues will 
continue to arise regarding change of location, change 
of dates, etc. 

4. 	 Based on comments at the meeting it will be very 
difficult for the country associations to meet their goals 
for expo space sales. A contingency plan should be 
developed in the event that revenue does not meet 
projections. 


