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Our most significant accomplishments this past quarter are in the area of student and faculty 
exchange outreach. On both campuses formal presentations and one-on-one interviews with 
interested students and faculty members have continued in earnest. The level of interest in both 
populations remains high and is growing as more on the Tribhuvan and Boston members 
campuses learn about the opportunities available to them. 

Our first official exchange student from Boston Universisty is Jane Craycroft, an M.P.H. student 
and Health Services concentrator. Jane is a member of the Boston University Student Advisory 
Committee and the newly formed Boston University Student Health Care Coalition. She will be in 
Nepal for the fall semester, focusing primarily on family planning issues in rural Nepal. Jane will 
be doing a directed study d ~ g  her stay under the direction of Boston University faculty members 
John Paxman and Catherine Schlager and Tribhuvan University faculty member Yogendra 
Pradhananga. Inaddition, she plans to participate in the Bachelor of Public Health Community 
Diagnosis exercise in November. 

IT. ongoin? and Com~leted Achvlbes . . .  

mjective 1: Guide the evolution of the Linkage 

We are planning to dovetail our next Steering Committee meeting with the A.1 ,D. Yucatan 
conference. We hope to hold our formal meetings on the Boston Univercity ctampus from 
November 8th to the 12th. Afterwards, we anticipate that one representative from each university 
will proceed to the Yucatan to join our many J-inkage colleagues. 

mieetive 4: Manage the Linkage project 

On the Tribhuvan campus, Project 'Management Team members have set up a modest Linkage 
oEce for use by visiting st~dents md f z d t y  zs well as by prospective Tribhuvan exchangees. 
This base of operations will allow :€or the smooth functioning of Kathmandu-based Linkage 
activities. 



On the Boston University campus, faculty and students will utilize the space at the Center for 
International Health's Health Polcy Institute offices on the third and fourth floors. This location 
povides comfortable working quarters for visiting Nepalese and is an easy 15-minute bus ride 
away from the School of Public Health classrooms. Exchangees corning to Boston will also be 
able to utilize the Center for International Health's office at the School of Public Health on 
occassion; however, space is so very limited on the medical campus that, for purposes of 
feasibility and comfort, our Nepali colleagues will be more welcome at the Health Policy Institute. 

Funds and financial reports are flowing smoothly between the two campuses. AID plans and 
reports have been submitted in a timely fashion. 

e m: Establish faculty development program 

Tribhuvan PMT members have been overseeing the faculty selection process for both the Ph.D. 
and M.P.H. candidates. A Selection Committee has been asssembled, composed of two Assistant 
Deans horn the Institute of Medicine and the three members of the PMT. The Committee plans to 
complete its selection of candidates in August. 

The Tribhuvan PMT expects to name its first faculty exchange candidate in August as well. This 
faculty member will be participating in the six-week rotation program at BU. 

Boston faculty members have been submitting their applications for the Linkage exchange 
program, outlining their areas of interest and potential research plans. These materials have been 
sent to our colleagues in Nepal for their appraisal and for matching with a Tribhuvan faculty 
counterpart who has similar interests. Boston expects to announce its first faculty exchange 
candidate by the end of the fiscal year. 

e IV: Expand academic resources at TU 

Prioritizing of equipment and supplies continues with actual purchases to take place before the end 
of the fiscal year. 

Qbiective V: Develop public health student exchange program 

As noted above, the first Boston exchange student, Jane Craycroft, will leave for Nepal in 
September. 

. . iectlve q: Develop public health research agenda 

Our Tribhuvan colleagues are actively working with town officials horn Bhaktapur on a draft 
propo:;al for our &st joint research endeavor. 

In addition, several BU faculty members have voiced their interest in submitting proposals to 
Earthwatch after completing a faculty exchange rotation in Nepal. One faculty member would like 
to pursue issues around noncornrnu~cable diseases in the over-flve population. Another has a 
keen interest in the health effects of pesticide use among farmers in Nepal. These ideas will be 
further developed as the exchange process advances and counterpart relationships with Tribhuvan 
faculty are forged by these Boston faculty members. 



As noted in our last Quarterly Report, the Linkage exchange program is running somewhat behind 
our optimistic predictions of last October. The number and timing of visits have been fewer and 
later than we had expected. However, the Steering Committee is very comfortable with the 
processes that have been set in place on each campus to facilitate and direct the selection process. 
AU agree that the exchange experiences that emerge will be meanin@ and highly productive as a 
result. 

Similarly, the research proposal slated for submission to Earthwatch in June is delayed as 
Bhaktapur town officials and Dr. Yogendra Pradhnanga craft an appropiate, needs-directed 
proposal. We now estimate submission of the Bhaktapur urban health proposal to Earthwatch in 
September or October. 


