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The Social Welfare Policy: Issues, Concerns and Challenges - A Seminar for the 
Legislatures of the Central American region conference was initiated at the suggestion ofride International University several legislative leaders from the Central American region and conducted as a part of 

e of the Dean
 
ooof Public Affairs and Services 
 the regional project. The president of the Legislative Assembly of Costa Rica, Dr. Miguel

North Miami Campus Angel Rodriguez, collaborated with Florida International University in the development of305) 940-540 the programmatic content and provided the full support and cooperation of the Costa Rica(305) 940-5980 IFAX) Legislative Assembly in their role as the host country legislature. The Presidents of each 
Dean Allan RoSeribaum of the Central American countries, or their designees, were invited under the sponsorship 
Consortium Princ,oal of the Consortium for Legislative Development. Academic participants include faculty 
Mr Gerald Reed members from the School of Public Affairs and Services (departments of Social Work,orogram Manacer Health Services Administration and Public Administration), the National University of Costa 

Rica, as well as educational institutions from other countries in both Central and South 
America. 

University at Albany, 
State University of New York 
Graduate Scnool of Public Affairs 
Center for Leqgislative Development 
t21 Mine Hall PURPOSE 
135 Western AvPnue 
Albany, New York 12222 
:518 442-5249 Thepurpose of the conference was to provide a regional forum at which legislative
518) 42-5710 FAXI leaders, academics and social welfare practitioners from Latin America and North AmericaProfAbdo Baalini would have an opportunity to discuss and interchange information, ideas, and experiences

on social welfare issues. 
Dr Charles Dawson 
Program Manager Specific topics discussed during the conference in;!,jded: 

1. The economic context of social welfare issues. 
2. Structuring education policy to build a strong society.
3. Income support and public and private pension programs. 
4. Multigenerational social services. 
5. Health care services. 



METHODOLOGY 

Twenty presenters were invited, each was asked to provide a 20 to 30 minute presentation on the assigned
topic. In order to facilitate the effectiveness of the issues presented, the conference was split into four roufd tablediscussions with five members--two presenters, two respondents, and one coordinator each. After the presentationswere completed, each respondent had five minutes to comment on the presentation. Finally, at the end ofdiscussion of each round table, the participants were provided with the opportunity to pose questions to the round 
table. 

Conference on Social Welfare Issues 

Adiscussion of five central issues relating to social welfare included the following: 

A. THE ECONOMIC CONTEXT OF SOCIAL WELFARE ISSUES. Internationally recognized experts
discussed the economic context of social welfare issues and its relationship to the causes and impacts of 
poverty on the citizens of nations - the dilemmas that face national legislatures. 

B. STRUCTURING EDUCATION POLICY TO BUILD A STRONG SOCIETY. A panel of experts presented
general perspectives on successful models of education policy relevant for developing the social well being
of the citizens of the Central American countries. 

C. INCOME SUPPORT AND PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PENSION PROGRAMS. The panel provided acomparison of the income support services of the Central American countries with those of North America
and other countries worldwide. The implications for the legislature, social service workers, and citizens of 
the country were addressed. 

D. MULTIGENERATIONAL SOCIAL SERVICES. Internationally recognized experts addressed model social
service programs which are offered to children, adolescents, adults, the aged and the family, highlighting
the specific problem of delivering those services to the populations most in need. 

E. HEALTH CARE SERVICES. Panelists provided a comparative analysis of health care availability and
options available to Central American citizens, and compared and contrasted these systems to those used 
by other countries around the world. 

RECOMMENDATION/SUMMARY 

Dr. Rodrigo Oreamuno, leader of the minority caucus of the Legislative Assembly of Costa Rica summarized
the findings of this conference by pointing out the necessity of activities of this nature is that members of the CentralAmerican Legislatures to be informed of the realities of the societies they are legislating. 

An evaluation form was distributed among participants to determine their opinions about this activity carried
out by FlU. When queried about the organization of this event, 85% of them indicated that it had been excellent,12% felt it had been very good, and 3% indicated it had been good. When asked about the content of the different
panels, 82% indicated it had been excellent, 7% indicated ithad been very good, 11% indicated ithad been good.When questioned about the importance of this type of event for the benefit of their institutions and/or countries, 91%
indicated that it was of great benefit and importance. They also indicated the need for these events to continueinthe future and for members of the Central American legislatures to exchange information and experiences. When
asked about the quality of the presenters, 78% indicated it was excellent, 13% indicated it had been very good,
and 9% indicated that it had been good. 

A motion was presented at the last session of the conference requesting FlU to continue coordinating thesetypes of activities under the Legislative Development Project, based upon the importance of these kinds of topics
being discussed and the relevance for the development of the Central American region. 
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Mr Caleb McCarry 21 de Abril de 1992 
Consortium Coordinator 

Flodda International Unhfflly 
Dea.
o of,me 08:00 a.m. - 08:45 a.m. 	 BIENVENIDA E INTRODUCCION A 

School ofPutfic Ahairs and Services LA CONFERENCIA 
North Miami Campus 

North Miami Florida 33181 
(305) 940-5840 
(3) 940-590 IFAX, 08:45 a.m. - 09:30 a.m. DISCURSOS INAUGURALES 
Dean Allan Rorinocaum 

CorsojtumPrin.,val 

Mr Gerald Reeo 
Program Majoe, 09:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. REFRIGERIO 

uSnwellt of 10:00 a.m. 11:30 a.m.AlaNY. 	 - MESA REDONDA: CONTEXTO
SttOnhveernty of New Yord 
Graduate Scnoo, of Public Atairs ECONOMICO DE LAS POLITCAS 
Canter or Lecisiative Development 

121 Milne Hal 	 DE BIENESTAR SOCIAL. 
135 Western Avenue 

Albany. Ne*v Ox 2222 
1t81 42-5249 El panel de expertos intemacionalmente 

(5181"2-510 'FAX reconocidos analizarA el contexto 
Prof Aboo BaaKl,,n econ6mico de las naciones, en funci6n 
ConsortiUm P"',nal de las causas de la pobreza, el impacto
Dr Charles Dawson de la misma en la ciudadanfa y su
Proglram Manaper relaci6n con las polfticas de 	 bienestar 

social-dilemas a los que se enfrentan las 
Asambleas Legislativas. 

11:30 a.m. - 01:30 p.m. 	 ALMUERZO 

DISCURSO INVITADO ESPECIAL 
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01:30 P.M. - 03:00 p.m. MESA REDONDA: FORMULACION DE POLITICAS 
EDUCATIVAS PARA LA FORMACION DE UNAi 
SOCIEDAD ESTABLE. 

El panel de expertos intemacionalmente reconocidos presentard 
su. perspectivas sobre aspectos de importancia rtativos a los 
niudelos educativos y de bienestar social de los paises 
Centzoamericanos. 

07:00 p.m. - 09:30 p.m. RECEPCION V CENA 

DISCURSO INVITADO ESPECIAL 

22 de Abril de 1992 

08:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. MESA REDONDA: MODELOS DE COMPLEMENTO AL 
INGRESO ECONOMICO Y LOS PROGRAMAS PUBLICOS 
Y PRIVADOS DE PENSIONES 

El panel de expertos internacionalmente reconocidos hard un 
analisis comparativo de los servicios de complemento al ingreso 
econ6mico personal existentes en los pafses Centroamericanos 
respecto de aquellos existentes en Norteam6rica y en otros pafses 
a nivel mundial. Asfmismo se analizardn las implicaciones y
repercusiones que estas polfticas tienen en relaci6n con las 
Asambleas Legislativas, los trabajadores de los servicios de 
bienestar social y la ciudadanfa. 

10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. REFRIGERIO 

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. MESAREDONDA: SERVICIOS SOCIALES 
MULTIGENERACIONALES 

El panel de expertos reconocidos intemacionalmente en el drea 
de servicio social y formulaci6n de polfticas, analizarl los 
programas de bienestar social para niflos, adolescentes, adultos, 
ancianos y la familia de sus respectivos pafses. El andlisis estard 
enfocado haciA los problemas que afrontan los sectores mds 
necesitados de la poblaci6n. 

12:30 p.m. - 01:30 p.m. ALMUERZO 
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01:30 p.m. - 03:00 p.m. MESA REDONDA: SISTEMAS SERVICIOS INTEGRALES 
DE SALUD 

El panel de expertos reconocidos intemacionalmente hard un 
andlisis comparativo de los modelos, servic'os y opciones en el 
area de la salud disponibles en Centroamerica, respecto de 
aquellos existentes en otros pafses alrededor del mundo. 

03:00 p.m. - 07:00 p.m. RECESO 

07:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. CENA Y DISCURSO DE CLAUSURA ENTREGA DE 
DIPLOMAS 
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