
























administrative delays to register a greater share of the retall prlce ta 
new business have been slashed by make its way to farmers. By 
up to two years and up-front: cash contrast, Guinea-Bissau's failure t~ 
outlays reduced. In Mali, the liberalize pricing and marketing for 
number sf new businesses regis- rice contributed to a 20-25 percent 
tering in the first quarter of 199 1 decrease in production from 
alone reached 80 percent of the total 1990- 199 I .  
number of business starts in 1990. Rea,djuseing pricing policy has 

proved equally important in stirnu- 
Strengthming Market Inc.enh'veh~ lating exports, particularly in 
Improved market reforms proved encouraging new investments in 
most successful when governments non-traditional trade, In Uganda, the 
have also eliminated centrally rapid increase in vanilla exports 
administcred price; controls and stemmed directly from a reform sf 
allowed markets to be regulated by the exchange rate system that offers 
buyers and sellers, In Mozambique, better returns eo exporters. The new 
the government enhanced its mar- foreign exchange regime encouraged 
ksting reforms by dropping an a private Ugandrul firm to secure a 
archaic fixed-pricing system for contract with h.I[cCormick, the U.S. 
agricultural commodities in favor of spice company. The firm paid 
market-based pricing for maize, farmers about six times the price 
beans, and rice. Despite serious they had receivcd for vanilla in 
security prablerns throughout much 1989, and tripled the number of 
of the! country, farmers with a mini- producers they work with. In Mali, 
mum sf stability art: producing more the government's decision to lift 
craps, resulting in improved child export taxes has reduced the 
nutrition, Fmm 1989 to 1990 -- a marketing c ~ s t  per head of livestock 
period of relatively constant food aid from $20 to $8.60, vastly increasing 
levels and consistent weather -- the potential for regional trade. 
growth rates for children under five 
i~raproved in each of the country's Reducing Physical Barriers to 
ten provinces. B u s i ~ e ~ s  and Trade 

The positive impact of deregu- In some countries, high 
lating food prices is not unique to marketing costs have precluded new 
Rfozambiquc. Market and pricc investments and frlrstratcd attempts 
liberalization resulted in fawer real to generate employ1 lent. Marc 

prices in Ghana, Tanzania, significantly, high entry and 
Guinea, Malawi, Gambia, and Mali, 
in Senegal, dengillation uf eezeal 

5 markets hr milbet, sarghurn, and 
maize sigwificdntly reduced 







developing new technologies that usurped nor profits taxed awaya 
capital, produces greater income for will improve African aglicultural A.1.D. often takes a lead role in 
about 750,000 peri-urban residents productivity, setting the preconditions for long- 
than the formal sector, with virtually term resource management. In 
no inputs from government other improving the health and Lesotho, where wool provides a 
than the right to trade. Projects in education of the human substantial share of farm income, the 
Kenya and with South Africa's base, and government, with A.I.D. support, 
black majority have tested group- balancing growth in the has encouraged the establishment of 
lending approaches on microloans economy and growth of the local range-management areas 
that help expand employment, population, which is critical to (RMAs). Within the RMA, local 
particularly among women, and sustainable improvements in the people set limits on resource use, 
have had high repayment rates. In lives of Africans, both in terms of the number of 
agriculture, price and market libcral- animals permitted and the schedule 
ization have demonstrated that the lWroved Natural of land use. The oldest of the RMAs 
farm sector can retain laborers if Management was established in 1983 as an 
profits are realized. The key issue A.1.D. realizes that a key aspect of A,I.D.-supported experiment in local 
will be she strategies that must be assuring lasting increases in agricul- range management. Results repofied 
employed to maintain such potential tural productivity is sustainable from that experiment in 1990-91 
increases in productivity from management of the natural show significant checking and 
Africa's natural resources and from resource base. The first step toward reversal of deterioration of the range 
its people. this goal is t-1 Create an en~i r~nment  and a substantial increase in the 

that etlCOUrageS ftil'Klers, pa~torali~ts, quality and value of the animals on 
and others to make more efficient the managed range area, 

STRATEGIC use of resources that will lead to Conservation of biodiversity 
OBJECTIVE 3: continued growth in income and often goes hand in hand with the 
DEVELOPING THE POTENTIAL FOR improved welfarc. maintenance of agricultural produc- 
LONG-TERM INCREASES IN No farmer who is living at a tivity in Africa. The most obvious PRODUCTIV~TY marginal level will use resources link is through the sustainable use of 
African economies are largely more efficiently unless he or she natural products such as woods, 
agricultural, and until at least the will benefit directly. There is often fibers, fruits, seeds, honey, and 
end of the 20th eentury, the at least a perceived conflict between meat. M~~~ from wild animals is the 
continent's comparative advantage short-term gain, or even survival, most important source of protein in 
will continue to be in developing its and the longer-term objectives of the much of central *frica, but the 
agricultural sector. Part of the individual and of society in general. 

challenge is merging the need for The first step in providing incentives 
for farmers to consider adopting 
technologies that have both short- 
and long-term payoff is often to 
rhanoe t h ~  nnliri~s that nffert 
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species remains untapped. late 1980s, however, is much Human Resource Poteniial 
Continued discovery of natural different from A.I.D.'s earlier Natural resources are only one 
pharmaceuticals in Madagascar, for efforts. component of productivity in sub- 
example, demonstrate that the The work of the 1960s and Saharan Africa. The other critical 
United States has a stake in assuring 1970s generated some very useful ingredient is the human population. 

frican the conservation of species whose products such as Kitale maize in Poor health detracts from labor 
value may become clear only in the Kenya, but A.I.D. has also learned productivity, wllile rtrl untrained 

:onomies are future, as medical research that a more comprehensive approach work force leads to iriefficiencies in 
progresses, is needed to make a steady stream of the economy. Most important, high 

l rg ely improved technologies available to population growth rates threaten the 
Accelerated Agricultural African farmers. This is hampered sustainability of any gains in 

pn'cultural, Technology Development and by host country research institutions economic productivity. 

nd until at Transfer that require substantial development Support for family planning 
A crucial aspect of increasing and overhaul, research programs that programs is a essential element of 

!ast the end of sustainable economic growth in sub- do not respond to the demands of 14.5. development assistance in 
Saharan Africa is generating and farm and agribusiness clients, and Africa. The United States has been 

re 20th century, making available new, more researchers who are insufficiently a leader in policy dialogue with 
efficient, and higher-yielding linked with counterparts in other African countries on the implica- 

te continent's agricultural technologies, The countries. tions of high population growth 
adoption of these technologies will mparative These challenges to developing rates for the sustainability of other 
permit African farmers to increase improved agricultural technologies gains, such as higher value for 

dvantage the returns from their labor as they led A.1.D. to design programs that agricultural products, enhanced 
respond to changing domestic and improve the efficiency of research child survival, and increased school 

ill continue international markets. The intensifi- institutions through better enrollment levels (see child 
cation of agricultural productivity is management and encourage cooper- survival box p. 12). 

be in one part of a f~rmula for balancing dtion between public and private Fertility in sub-Saharan Africa 

eveloping the x ~ ~ ~ r c e  base with the po~ulation sector organizations so as to better remains the highest in the world by 
it must maintain. understand farmers' needs and to a considerable margin, as African 

s agricultural A key element to increasing share the costs of technology devel- societies, in general, have placed a 
agricultural labor productivity is opment and transfer. A,I.D, also high value on fecundity. It is only 

?c~oK,,  encouraging technological change moved to strengthen relationships in the past few years that A.I.D. has 
that will intensify production levels. between African countries and the been able to demonstrate a decline 
A.1 .D. has recognized the in-lpor- International Agricultural Research in the total fertility rate in any sub- 
tance of agricultural technology Centers as well as among research Saharan countries where it supports 
development and transfer since the systems within various subregions, family planning and population 

These efforts raise prospects that as policy development. This may 
markets are adjusted and resources signal a significant change in .statues 
allocated, the future impact of related to children and to the role of 
agricultural technology development women in society. In each cauntry 
and transfer wid1 improve signifi- in whish fertility has declined, an 

















All these developments will impact. Increased accountability will development. There is no other 

\ 
improved governance will allow growing domestic commitment to impact on peoplc's lives. 

\ donor resources to be used more market economies, prospects for . * 

effectively and have a lasting continued growth are becoming 
ctrr- \rrnrrr  Thnro n r r \ r n n , r t ' -  .-*nmL:.s,-.rl 


