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AUTHORIZATION AMENDMENT NO. 1 

Name of Country: 	 Asia Regional Name of Project: 	 Asia Environmental 
Support Project 

Number of Project: 499-0004 

1. Pursuant to Sections 103, 104, 105 and 106 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961,as amended, the Asia Regional Environmental Support Project was authorized on May15, 1991. That authorization is hereby amended as follows: 

A. 	 All reference to the "Bureau for Asia and Private Enterprise (APRE)" is
replaced by "Bureau for Asia"; 

B. In paragraph 	1, life-of-project funding, the figure, "$2,640,000 (Two MillionSix Hundred Forty Thousand U.S. Dollars)" is replaced with "$6,000,000
(Six Million U.S Dollars)"; and 

C. 	 Paragraph 1 is further amended, adding "The Project Activity Completion
Date (PACD) s December 31, 1995." 

2. The authorization cited above remains in force except as hereby amended. 

Henrietta Holsman Fore V 
Assistant Administrator 
Bureau for Asia 

Date 
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ASIA BUREAU
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SUPPORT PROJECT
 

(499-0004) 

1. BACKGROUND AND PROJECT AMENDMENT RATIONALE 

The Environmental Support Project, Phase I (ESP-l) was approved in May 1991 as atwo-year, bridging activity that would be used to design a new, long-term regionalenvironmental project and, at the same time, continue assistance in key environmental areas to the Asia Bureau and Missions. It contains three components to address
these needs: (1) Planning Activities, (2) Transition Activities, and (3) Global

Environmental Facility (GEF) design funds. 
 The initiation of this activity preceded, butfacilitated the launch of the United States-Asia Environmental Partnership (US-AEP) inJanuary 1992. In turn, the US-AEP influenced the direction and focus ofASIA/DR/TR's Environmental Unit, and ESP I and its implementation. While many ofthe activities called for in ESP are underway, the planning activities for the newregional environmental project were curtailed due to work on the US-AEP, thus

requiring the further amendment and extension of ESP-I.
 

II. PROJECT GOAL AND PURPOSE 

The project goal and purpose of the project remain the same. they are: 

Goal: to improve the quality of life in the developing countries in the Asiaregion by combatting widespread environmental degradation; and 

Purpose: to assist missions and host country institutions to promote sound 
environmental and natural resources policies and programs in support of long
term sustainable economic growth. 

Ill. PROJECT COMPONENTS 

The three Project Components also remain the same, although implementation will beadjusted to reflect work already completed and strategic priorities, as outlined in the
ESP progress report below. 

A. Planning Activities 

1. Regional Conference on "Envirohment and Agricultural Initiatives: Interating
Resources for Sustainability and Profit" - The conference was held in Sri Lanka
in September 1991, through a buy-in to the R&D/ENR Biodiversity SupportProject for conference speakers and background papers on environmental 
economics, resource tenure and sustainable resource management,
environmental education, pollution prevention, industrial/urban environmental 
management, timber trade in Asia, coastal resources management. 



2. New Project Design Workshop - This workshop was held in Sri Lanka
following the above conference to obtain Mission input (demand, priorities, etc.)
for the new regional environmental project. 

3. Asia Bureau Environmental Strategy - The Strategy was prepared and

approved by the Asia Bureau in April 1992.
 

4. Design Technical Assistance - Additional technical assistance is required to
continue the design process for the new Environmental Support Project.
Additional TA will build on the regional conference, background papers andworkshop, and will be provided by a range of ESP cooperative agreements in
place. TA for the design will comprise, inter alia, a resource economist, forestry
specialist, industrial pollution expert, institutional analyst and social scientist.
These services will be provided through cooperative agreements described 
below. The Asia Bureau Environmental Strategy will provide the policy
framework for project design. Target completion date: May 1993. 

B. Transition Activities 

1. United States-Asia Environmental Partnership (US-AEP) - Initial funding for a
US-AEP Secretariat through a contract with Tropical Research and DevelopmentInc. provides staff, office space and equipment, and other support to assist the
Asia Bureau in initiating and implementing this Presidential initiative. No further

direct support to the US-AEP is anticipated. Action Completed.
 

2. Environmental Economics and Policy - Technical assistance and training for

the Bureau, Missions and host countries will be continued through a

Cooperative Agreement with the Harvard International Institute for Development

(HIID). The program has three components: (1) policy papers and technical

advice for the Bureau; (2) seminars in Asia for policy-makers; and (3) design
and implementation of a 5-week course for Asian economists to enhance their

skills in environmental and natural resource economics. 
 This action isincremental funding to an existing Cooperative Agreement. Target completion
date: September 1995. 

3. Industrialand Urban Pollution - This amendment proposes to continue
short-term advisory/information services and training in pollution prevention,
environmental health and safety, and environmental policy and management toselected Asian countries. This will be accomplished through an amendment tothe World Environment Center (WEC) Cooperative Agreement. Priority is given
to countries where the likelihood of Mission follow-on investments is high. This program complements the US-AEP-funded program of business exchanges
focused on industrial pollution and technology cooperation. Target completion
date: December 1993. 



4. Review of National Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations - ESP will
assist Asian countries to assume full responsibility for environmental impact
assessment through a review of existing institutional requirements and technical
assistance. This review will include selected country studies, national andregional workshops to be funded in cooperation with the World Bank, JICA, andthe Dutch and Canadian aid agencies. It will be implemented through a buy-in
to the R&D/ENR Environmental Planning and Management Project (EPM) withthe World Resources Institute's Center for International Development and
Environment (CIDE). Target completion date: March 1994 

5. Resource Tenure Studies - are being undertaken that relate tuman rightsissues to improved natural resource management in selected Asian countries.
Studies have been initiated in Thailand, Papua New Guinea, to be followed by
Nepal, Sri Lanka and two other countries are to be selected. The work will be
concluded with a regional workshop and a publication. It is implemented
through the EPM project listed above. Target completion date: June 1994. 

6. Technical Assistance - Short and long-term technical assistance is providedto the Bureau and Missions for specific environmental support topics of interest 
as presented below: 

a. biodiversity and tropical forestry expertise, including design of the US-
AEP Regional Biodiversity Network, support to Mission projects (PEP in
the South Pacific), and conservation needs assessments (Papua New 
Guinea and other countries such as Mongolia, Indochina, where 
Congressional requirements for biodiversity background assessments
have not yet been met). Assistance will also be provided related to the
President's Forest for the Future (FFF) initiative. This component is
implemented through a buy-in to the Science Advisor's AAAS 
Fellowship Program and through a separate Cooperative Agreement
with the R&D/ENR Blodiversity Support Project. Target completion
date: December 1994 

b. environmeatal management, energy, environmental information andtraining will be continued through an amendment to the Cooperative
Agreement with the Tata Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). Design
assistance for the new ESP will be provided through this agreement.
Target Completion date: March 1995 

Support for other Transition Activities such as design of the U.S./Japan
Biodiversity and Tropical Forestry Center in Asia, and the assistance related to thePresident's Forests for the Future Initiative as well as in other priority areas may be
obtained from the above cooperative agreements or through similar R&D mechanisms. 



C. Global Environmental Facility (GEF) and OPIC 

ESP funding has been used to design one activity that will be submitted for GEFattribution, the US-AEP five-year $20 million Regional Biodiversity Conservation
Network. As the Agency is committed for these attributions through FY 94, this 
component will be maintained to be used if necessary. Cooperation with OPIC has 
been picked up by the US-AEP. 

IV. EVALUATION/AUDIT 

ESP was designed as a bridging activity. Consequently, evaluation is principally
directed at the suczess of the individual component activities. Funds are provided in
all cooperative agreements for this purpose. Nonetheless, an ESP evaluation will be
carried out in early 1993. Technical expertise and funds for the evaluation will come 
from existing cooperative agreements. 

External audits, to be implemented under the direction of the ASIA/FPM, are required
in all projects. $200,000 is provided in this amendment which will be contracted 
through existing Indefinite Quantity Contracts (IQCs). 

V. IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
 

Critical events are described, by component in the Implementation Plan below:
 

A. Planning Activities 

ACTION TARGET DATE MECHANISM FUNDS 
1. Regional NGO Conference mid-1993 Buy-in to R&D $200,00 

Project 0 
2. New Project Design 

* NPD Review/Approval July 1992 AID/W Review N/A 

* PID Preparation September- TERI Cooperative N/A 
October 1992 Agreement 

* PID Review/Approval November 1992 AID/W Review N/A 

* Project Paper Design January-March TERI Cooperative N/A 
1993 Agreement 

* PP Review/Approval April/May 1993 AID/W Review N/A 

, 7' 
. / 



B. Transition Activities 

ACTION TARGET MECHANISM 
DATE 

1. Industrial Pollution 

* World Environment June 1992 & Cooperative 

Center 
 January Agreement

1993 Amendment 

* Other activities 

2. Long-Term Technical
 
Assistance
 

* TERI June 1992 & Cooperative 
January Agreement 
1993 Amendment 

3. Short-term Technical 
Assistance & Regional
 
Support Activities 


* HIID Environmental June 1992 & Cooperative 

Economics 
 January Agreement 

1993 Amendment 
* EIA June 1992 Cooperative 

Agreement 
Amendment 

* Biodiversity June 1992 Cooperative 
Support Agreement 

Amendment 

C. Global Environment Fund (GEF) Grants 

ACTION TARGETDATE MECHANISM 
GEF Grants To be determined To be determined 

FUNDS 

FY92: $150,000 
FY93: $250,000 

FY92: $400,000 
FY92: $400,000 

II 
FY92: $800,000 
FY93: $300,000 

FY92: $350,000 

FY93: $100,000 

FY92: $400,000 
FY93: $300,000 

FUNDS 

$150,000 

iDy
 



D. Evaluation/Audit 

ACTION TARGET DATE MECHANISM FUNDS 
Project Evaluation January 1993 Through existing N/A 

Cooperative
Agreement 

Audits As Directed by To be determined $200,000
FPM 

VI. INITIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EXAMINATION 

A categorical exclusion under Section 216.2(c)(2) OF 22 CFR 216 of the AgencyEnvironmental Procedures, originally approved for the ESP, remains valid for activities 
under this amendment. 

VII. REVISED FINANCIAL PLAN 

Financial Plan: Table Vll.1 
1_

(Activity 

1. Planning Activities 

Regional Conferences 

ESP-11 Project Design 

Regional Environmental NGO 
Conference 

2. Transition Activities 
Industrial Pollution 

LT Technical Assistance 

ST Technical Assistance & 
Regional Support Activities 
3. OPIC/GEF Grants 

4. Evaluation and Audit 

TOTAL 

($000) 

Original Amended Toa 

I 

225 0 225 

125 (125) 0 

130 70 200 

400 250 650 

650 225 875 

460 3,240 3,700 

650 (500) 150 

0 200 200 

2,640 3,360 6,000 


