
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON. DC 20523 

I . I \ • ,- c 9' j ,'., 1, • -_ .... 

AUG 3 I 1989 

ACTION M~MORArJDOM POR THE ACTING ADMINISTRATOR 

;1:
, 

TBRO: AA/PPC, Richard Bissel' . 

FROM: SAA/S&T, N.C. Brady 

SUBJECT: Educational Technology: Studies and Applications 
Subprojects: Learning Technology and Communications 
Support (931-1109) 

Problem: Your approval is requested to: a) extend the final 
year of obligation for this project beyond 10 years from PY 
1989 to FY 1991; and b) extend the Project Assistance 
Completion Date from september 30, 1989 t~ December 31, 1991. 

Discussion: The subject project was ini tiated in PI 1977 to 
assist Missions with adaptation and application of educational 
technology and cOhtmunications in development projects. Its 
products to date include 43 studies pertaining to the use of 
communications in development, some of which were incorporated 
directly into project designs for Sudan, zimbabwe, Swaziland, 
Liberia, Jamaica, Honduras, Peru and the Philippines. ether 
products delivered were two videotapes and two films 
documenting development communication programs, and 18 
developing country seminars on the use of communications in 
development. 

TWo activities, entitled -Communications SUpport- and -Learning 
Technologies· are still currently underway in the subject 
project. Both are currently scheduled to conclude as of 
9/30/89, but initiatives being carried out under both 
activities would be adversely affected by ~ermination on that 
date. Pollowing are specific reasons for continuing the 
acti vi ties. 
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co_untcations Support (CSP) 

To permit com letion of on initiatives: The CSP is 
current y engaged 1n eve op1ng strateg1es for 
~nvironmental education and communication. The project is 
conducting a worldwide study of what strategies have really 
worked in environmental communication in developing 
countries, and will develop a series of models for 
effective environ~ental communication. Work to date has 
included a feasibility study on the use of television for 
better water management in Yemen, radio to promote safer 
use of pesticides in Bolivia, and mass media to highlight 
environmental concerns in Pakistan. It is also assisting 
Senegal to develop models to communicate the rationale for 
structural adjustment to the general population. No other 
A.I.D. project has the mandate to perform such tasks. 

To complement other rojects in S&T/ED'S portfolio: CSP 
complements ot er S&T ED contracts by investigating 
alternative technologies, including sp~ing-powered radios 
and cassette players in support of the Radio Learning 
Project. CSP is also developing Technology Profiles on 
packet radio (a means of transmi tti ng comp,l tt:!r. data by 
single sideband radio) and decentralized broadcasting, in 
support of rural dev~lopment. CSP is planning an 
independent evaluation of Vita's packet radio system for 
agricultural communication in the Philippines and disaster 
r~dio in Jamaic~. 

Learning Technologies 

To permit completion of ongoing initiatives: A study in 
Belize is currently examining the effect of introducing 
very low-cost hand-held computers (-Speak and Math-) into a 
number of that country's poorest and worst-performing 
schools. Unavoidable delays last year made it impossible 
to follow a completa school year. An extension would allow 
that project to collect and analyze data on what appears to 
be a promising innovation. 

The study would feed into a planned book on LDC experience 
with computers in education. The project intends to 
produce a major statement on the possibilities, 
limitations, and policy implications of computer-assisted 
education in LDCs. An international seminar would be 
convened in PY 1990 to review the book and consider an 
agenda for assisting LDC efforts related to cost-effective, 
practical uses for computers in education. 
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The extension would also permit the project to enlarge, 
refine and produce support materials for its new 
computerized Education Digest. The Digest is a compilation 
and analysis of LDC educa~ional innovations--what has been 
tried, what has worked or failed in varying 
circurnstances--and conditions which favor one or another 
possible intervention. A draft version of the Digest was 
recentl; demonstrated to USAID and World Bank officials in 
t~epal, , :1d the Mission has already requested permission to 
fut it 0 regular use. M/SER/IRM is also planning to add 
thp. :' i ljt::st to its software inventory when it has been 
completed. We expect it to be an asset to educational 
planning in all regions. 

No further request for extension of this project will be 
submitted. An external evaluation will be carried out in FY 
90, and will be used in the design of any new project activity 
in this area. 

Funding: The Educational Technology: Studies and Applications 
Project has obligated as of FY 89 $6,300,000 with $10,411,000 
authorized for the life of project. S&T/ED plans to fund 
$275,000 in FY 90; and $400,000 in FY 91 to complete the 
ongoing activities. Mission buy-ins may supplement that 
funding. 

Pursuant to A.I.D. Handbook 3, Chapter 5E 2b(1)(d), the project 
authorization is reserved for the Administrator w~~n the life 
of project exceeds ten years from the date of i~itial 
obligatio~, which Nas FY 1977 for this project. 

Recommendation: That you sign the attached project 
authorization (Attachment 1) amendment to: a) extend the final 
year of obligation for t~is project beyond 10 years, from FY 
1989 to FY 1991; and b) extend the ?roject Assistance 
Completion Date from September 30, 1989 to December 31, 1991. 

Attachments: 

1) project Authorization 
2) project Data Sheet 
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Clearances: 
S&T/HR, AGayoso /s/ Date 
S&T/ED, CBlock /s/ Date -=--r.~.,..,.....-

(f
GC/CP' STi ~~~~-------Date 
GC, HFryo' Date 
PPC/PDP~ B kes Date --...t~~~,.-
S&T/PO, '1)sheldon Date ~"-=-I~~-

S&T/ED:JHoxeng:1tw:4/13/89;ReV.J.Hoxeng:mls:4/25/89;Rev. 
CBlock/AGayoso: 1 tw:7 /21/89 ;Rev. STisa: J.tw:7 /28/89: 5-449 0: t3442R 



Attachment 1 

Authorization Amendment #7 

Name of project: Educational Technology: studies and 
Applications 

Number of Project: 931-1109 

Name of Country/Entity: Interregional 

Pursuant to section 105 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, 
as amended, the Educational Technology: Studies and 
AppLications project was author ized on July 18, 1977. That 
autho~ization, wh~ch has been amended previously six times, is 
hereby further ~IDended as follows: 

a) Extend the final year of obligation from FY 1989 to 
FY 1991 and the project assistance completion date 
from september 30, 1989 to December 31, 1991. 

The authorization cited above, as previously amended, remains 
in force except as hereby amended. 

/1 -/ 
signature __ ~~_~J~~~~-~~~~~~/ __ ~~_~~ __ ~~~~~~ __ ___ 

Mark.;~. Edelman, Acting strator 

rlate / 
/ 

Clearance..;: 

S&T/HR, AGayoso /s/ Date 
S&T/ED, CBlock lsI Date 

. GC/CP, ~. 'VJ! >1V( I' lsI Date 
J/'GC, H?ry I ~~~ \ Date t P PC/P DP . -i:~. -:T:l ::::B~l;':;a"':"k~e"'S~l-e-e-~-~;Y,,-:oo. -e,.=-·-"';Da te 
.; S&T/PO, 'Dsheldon ~ Date 

-..:; 
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Attac1Ulegt 1 

Project Authorization 

#6 

..... of Entity: Worldwide 

.~ of Project: !dueationa! TechnololY: studies and Applications 

Project NUliber-: 931-1109 

1. Pur-luant to Section lOS of the Foreiln Aslistance Act of 1961, as 
.-ended, the Educational Technolos,: Studies and Applicationl of the Office 
of Bducation, Bur-eau for Science and TechnololY vas authorized JulJ 18, 
1977. That author'i~ation is " .. reb, ... neled u follows: 

&. Eztend authorized fiscal year c~letion date b, two (2) years 
fro. September' 30, 1987 throush rr 89. 

b. Increase the life-of-projeet cost *3,446,~, f~OB $6,965,000 
to $10,411,000. 

2. The authorization cited ahove remains in force ezce?t as hereby amended. 

Si'n&tur.~ (~C"- £/ ..... ,Rt-) 
auf1:l • asorin rr. 
A&enc1 Dir-ector' for' Human Resour~es 

(05171) 



April 18 ,1984 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: S&T/PO, G. Eaton 

nmOUGH: S!rT/ED, D. sprague-/? 

FROM: S&T/ED, L.Frymire 

HE: Revised PAF for Project NO. 931-1109, Educational Technology: 

Studies and Applications 

Attached is a signed, revised copy of a Pft~ for P~ject 931-1109. 

The only change from the original PM is a reduction in LOP F1Jnds, 
which h3ve been reduced to $ 10,411,000. 

Al! other conditions remain unchanged. 



April 17,1984 

to: 

ROIl: 

s&t/Rl, Ruth Za&o~ln 

s&t/BO, David Sp~asue ~ 
SUBJICT: !dueationa1 Teehnolo'J: Studies and Applicationn (931-1109) 

A. Int~ocluetion and s~ 

tbh h an .-ndaen1; to the formed,. entitled p~oject "Studbs and 
Applications in Coa.unication. technoloSJ - ~31-1l09 

This a.endment expands and extends this project, which provides technical 
asshtance throush a variet,. of .chanisas to !!iaBia-ns consilie~ias usia! 
~cationa1 techno1o!, &ad ca.aanications in their prosra.s. The 
life-of-~roject vi11 be extended fra. 09/30/87 to 09/30/89. The 
life-of-project cost. vil1 be increased bJ $3,446,000 to $10 r 411,OOO. An 
il1ustrativ& budset is attached. 

Activities supported b,. this aaen~nt are listed below: 

3. ?'~rpose 

The purpose is to usist !!issions in the application of ed.uc8.tional 
tect,aolosies to pr-iaaq education and other c1evelop.ent: probl.... II: cto.s 
so tbroush two mechanisas: throush proyidins expertise to assist Milsions 
ia the development of pro!r~ and projects; &Dd, tbrouch carryinc out 
experimental app1iea~ions in the field. The extension of Project 931-1109 
viII enable s&T/ED to continue to provide the AI.ncy with re2o~rces to make 
effective use of educational and c~ication technolo!, itl~ve'!.opMnt. 
~i. effort is con!ruent with S&T'. and tbe Asenc,'s espbasis on research 
for deyelop.ent applications, on further applications of succ!ssful AID R&D 
activities, and with the AsencJ's nev Polic, Dete~ination OD Developm8tlt 
eo-usications. 

C. ObjectiYes 

~ first objective of this Project ~n~nt is to enable s&T/BD to 
CI)Dtiau.e to p~ovid. UlssioD9 and (and LOCI) 'with technical con.ultat~.;~~ 

o to analI;! potential application. of ~~OyeD ~ue&tiQna1 techDolol' 
applicatIons such as InstructioDal r&4lo, for edue~tioD .. ~ll as 
asriculture, he&lt~, traiDinl, etc.; 

° to infora Mission and host countr, persollDel of the knowl",. and 
skills required for succe.sful applications of educational 
tochllOloU; 



o to provide technical advice - .ocial and behayioral scientistl, 
content specialists, educational tecbDololY and develo~nt 
co.aunicationl specialistl - to aillionl enlased in education or 
with educational problea. in other sectors. 

The second objective of the Project Aaendaent i. to conduct field research 
on the effectivenes. of LDC applications of state-of-the-art educational 
technololJ. In particular, r •• earch conducted will seek: 

o 

o 

o 

to exa.ine nevinforaatioD technol051 IJste .. , such as: 
aicrocoaputers for education aanaleaent and claslrooa applications; 
nand-held, portable electronic teachins aicb luch as Speak. and 
Spell ud Speak. and kth. and other awllo-bacK educational 
technolo~, s,steas, etc., tor luccessful LDC applications; 

to deteraine the iapact of the •• technolosies OD educational 
'Jste.. - both in ter.s of the orsaaizational structure and student 
parforaance throu5h tield tests; 

to arrive at an understandins of cost-effectiveness for various 
applications and aettinss; 

a to document transfer of technoloSJ issues arisia, fro. applications 
ia variou. .ettin5s. 

The third objective of the P~oject '-en~nt is to provide a .. chanis. Cor 
Rission-funded project desisn and plannin, and field researck activities to 
be accoaplisned efficieaclJ and la ~ cosc~ffective aanaer. 

o. outputs 

1. flannins and ~si,~ Activities 

FeasibilitJ st~ies desiS~ed to assilt ailsionl with educational 
technolosy applications in education and other sectoral development 
projects wbe~e aission funds are not available or aot suff~e.nt to 
aeet ailsioa planain, ne~. 

2. Traini~5 Workshops, S •• iners, and Teleccnferencial 

a. Short-te~ tield traininl for aissions (where applicable) and 
host country personnel conducted throulb workshops/ ... hars 
requested b, ailsions. 

b. A liaited nuaber of experi_atal consultation. &lid se.ia&~s 
will be conducted where travel il lubstituted b, telepbone 
conference. 



3. Field ApplieatioD. 

Report~ of re.~lt. ot field researeh OD tbe applications and effect 
of new technQlo'J slst ... in le •• developed countries, p&rtic~l&rlJ 
aD .icrocoaputers and portable hand-held electronic teaebins aids. 

A ConsressioD&l Notitication is beinS prepared. 

Reea..endation: That lOU sisn the attached Project Autbori~tion ro~, 
_Ddatnt H. 

AttaebIMnts: 
PAP -a..n~Dt Project 931-1109 

Clearances: ~ 
S&T/ID, C. Block 
~/PO, G. Baton 

JJ.. 

http:1587P.01


PAP' 3-24-84 

tt.LUSTRATIn S!Jt)Gft • 
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·Subject to .1wailab1e Fund. 
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PROJ[CT l~dTHOR IlJl.TlON r..rm R(QUEST j·OR AlLOTMrNT Ot" FUNDS 

PART II 

H~i lTY: US Bu,.eau 

Project; Studies in Facilitating Learning: Communication Technology 

PRuJECT NUMBER: 931-1109 

I hereby authorize additional AID grant funding in the amount of 
one hundred thirty eight thousand dollars ($138.000) for the Studies in 
F~cilitating Learning project for the production of release prints of 
films. videotapes, and a:;socidted print materials produced under the 
bas i c projp.ct. 

Th i s wi 11 i "c;redSe the toL.ll 1 i fe of r:roject cost from $2,377,000 to 
S?SlS.000. 

~.?PROVf.~~m • .l---
DISAPPROVE ----------------

DATE S .... ~ , .. , , 

rt L'~ran'.:~s : 



UF l-UNLS 

( ? AF' Amendmen t i'~o. 2 ) 

b".,,,Ji:X.1: Stud1es in Facil1tating Learn!.:lC: Ccmnun1cat100s 
Technology 

PhW c.C:: j"lJC·i!:i:.h: ~31-11v9 

':i.e 2Ai-' is a.mendea a:; follows: 

.1. a~t;rov~ additional A.r.D. grant financ1ng 1n the arnou.'lt of $280,000. 
':h.!.s will increase the total life of project cost .fr'OOl ~2,097 ,000 to 
.;..~, J77 ,uuv. 'll:e additional fund1!'1(!, will be added to the university 
i--r-oCl.;I'(:fT.t=!1~ ;.:cn~l".ict to cover the add1tional tasks added to t~e or1g1-
r18.l cootr'c.ct !.!1clud1~ the preparation of a camnm1cations planning 
~uloe, a lJOlicy addeoot.m and a series of special reports ~1ng 
'~t: of ccmnumcations in fcnnal. and nonformal. education. '!he contract 
· ... c;\..i.ld lncre~e from $oQ6,UOO to $~26,OOO. 

S1gnat>.1l'e: ~ .l S.J..... 
Sa! er 

Date: f71t ... { '1 
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PHO./~:CT At'TIlORI7..ATION AND REQUEST 1-'OR ALLO'l'HENT OF FUNDS 

(PAF Amcndment no. 1) 

PART II 

~nTY: TA8ureau 

rHO./ t-:CT: Stuciies in r .. cil itatfng J.('arning: Corrmunication Technology 

I'!-(ll.lt-;cr NII~IIIER:9H-1109 

'Mle PAf is .Im~t\ded as fol tows: 

Addit ional AID grant financing In the amount of $122,000 is requested. This 
will iIlCl-.';lse the total life of pJ.oject cost from $1,975,000 to $2,097,000. 
This .1d,litional funding will be added to the university procurel1lent contract, 
($86,000), .tnd to an open c0l1l>ctitive procurement contract ($36,000). The 
university procurement contract would increase (rom $560,000 to $646,000, to 
he f\lnd~d in ~'Y 77. The open cO"1letH.ive procurement contract would increase 
from $1,195,000 to $1,211,000; funding (or FY 77 would be $720,~, and for 
rY 79, $491,000. 

'nlC fill.1nc{al conditions of the third contract, a non-c0"l'etitive procurement 
for $60,000 ~nd of the RSSA for $180,000 with NASA remain unchanged. The 
R l'lI DC cO:'l:nlttce unconctitionally endorsed this project on May 24, 1977 • 

• 77 
Attachment: ~(.h",w~.", 
Memorandum to Be lcher from S1:ftt1'sePl dated 9/19/77 

CI carance: 

TA/EHR: 

TA/EIfR: 

TA/PPU: 



1'0 

'IJlJW 

FHO.\I 

AMTA, Ms. M. Ih~ J chcr 

TA 11'I'U, Mr. 

TAlE"", Dr. 

I~. !i i rnp~;()n /7. 
Iluhcr'l f,('hrn~')Q 

DATE: ~cptcmbcr 19, J97t 

lit· fc: r'ClIcc: PM' Amt:nurncn t No. 1 
Pr'ojt.·et: stud ics in rae; 1 Hating I.earning -

Communication Technology 
PI'oject No.: 93J -J 109 

,'ddi t iOllal fllllllillJ: fur' lhc life of projecl is requesled in the amount 
.,f Sl?'?,Cl()O, IIr'illging the lolal lo S:?,097,OOO. These runds will be 
;Hldl'U to a ulliversity pruclln'ment eonlr'aet ($86,000) and to the open 
l"ol::pctil.i\'c Jl"ocur'(';n.'nl cuntract (S36,OOO) under this project. 

TIIC'~:c adJi t jllll:lJ funds <1I'l' "Ctl'li r'C'd to cover increilsed costs across the t 
ho;,r'd \·.-/';("11 \,t'r'c not adc''1uatcly :anlicipClt('d in our budgeting. The ~C'p1tJc;t 
lirnill'd to lIf1ivl'r'sily competition for ~ludics in policy analysis and train
iug ,,:I:: "ril~inally hllul:ctc..·d al S560,OOO. It now appears that after compe
lit ivc ~!c'J('l'l ion of lhe best technical propos:!l and preliminary negotiation 
h,ith thc flolc'ntial {;ulltr';sctor that the costs required to carry/ the scope 
of \,'wk intc..'IIJl'd will eost $646,000. Our estimates were based on previous 
('''fH'ri ('nC:t:, ovcr It year old, as to prevailing rates, and it is now evident 
1. ha t t:o~;ls have ri scn more than was anticipated. We also had not antici
pated the need for overhead on the four subcontracts for short-tel"lll train
ing to be u~vcloped and supervised by prime contractor. 

In the case of the open competitive procurement for the dev~lopmental studies 
ot;r odginal estimate W:lS $1,175,000 for the three year proaram. It now 
appears that an incrcment of $36,000 will bring this into the range of the 
negotiations of the technically superior propo~al. Again. there is no single 
~;t)lJr·ce of costs being ovcrlooked. bllt rather the escalation of costs for out
st.:llldi:lg pel'sonnel, extensive travel. and adequate management for the cOGlplex 
pl'ogr .Ims p] anned across the several seclors. 

TA/F.IIR, CRlock 

1 
../ 
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TO 

FROM 

....--...-.... 
"""...,.tIt~ .u, .... ,·,(.u., .... , ... 
UNITED STATF.8 GOVF.RNMF.NT 

Memorandum 
: M/TA, N.lrJorl C! s. n"ldll~r 

. . 

DATE: SC'lJt t'mber 20, 1971 

SUllJt-:CT: 11""- l\m,·IlI1:r ... nt for rroJI·t.:t 931-1109, Studies in F.lciUtating Lellrning 

1. :\s illllic';lll'd in rill.' ;Ilraclh:qllll'rno from Or. Schmeding, cOfots 
of rial' c:.mlrilct I'I'ol'osals for lhe two competitive c"ntracts 
IIl1ch'r t hi s proJ"ct c'xcc('d the original estimates 1n the PP 
.lIld the I'IO/Ts by a lotal of $122,000. The $122,000 increase 
is 6 IWI'CC!llt of rhe origin:Jl1y authorized $1,975,000 Ufe of 
projl'ct cost. 

2. A congressional notification Cor a $287,000 increase in RDA 14 
w.1S sent on Scptember 15. ':'his will allow $1.6 adllion to be 
nblig;rl('d under this project 1n FY 1977 leaving $491,000 for 
'lIr urc obl1 gation under the contract for developuntal studieo. 

3. The current budget for FY 1978 contains no funds for thi. 
projl'ct .1nd the FY 1979 budget has. only $300,000. Some 
shi fr [ng of EIIR's funds 1n either He FY78, FY79.or both will 
he r('qui red to compbte funding of the project. We beUeve 
r h.lt rnoney can be found in one of those two years. 

'.. I rc'CI1:la'I(.'nd that you "l'provc the ,1mendruent by signing the PAF 
rart II. 

'i~/·ltf 


