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AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
WASHINGTON.D.C 20523

JA 7 1989

ACTION MEMORANDUM FOR THE AGENCY DIRECTOR FOR HEAL

FROM: S&T/H/WVC, John H. Austin bﬁz\m\\

SUBJECT: Increase funding authority and extend the Project
Assistance Completion Date for the Malaria Vaccine

Development Program - the University of Southern
California, project No. 931.0453.55

Action: Your approval is required to increase life of project
fundIng to $680,672 and extend the Project Assistance
Completion Date (PACD) to 7/31/90 in accordance with Section
104 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, for
project 931-0453.55, Malaria Imnunity and Vaccination Resgearch
(MIVR), the University of Southern California (Usc), Los
Angeles, California.

‘Discussion: This project has been a fundamental component of
the Agency's malaria vaccine program for studying immunity to
malaria and screening of malarial vaccine preparations using
T-lymphocyte assays.

Under the direction of Dr. John Martin, this research contract
Included three objectives to strengthen the MIVR's capacity to
study cell-mediated immunity against the malaria parasite and
to screen vaccine candidates for their ability to boost
cell-mediated fmmunity. Specifically, these objectives were to
€1) determine proliferative responges of functionally distinct
subpopulations of human T-cells to purified Plasmodium
falciparum sporozoite and merozoite stage antigens, (2)
determine the requirements for interleukin and interferon
synthesis in achieving optimal activation of early T-cell
cubsets, and (3) clone phenotypically characterized malarial
antigen-specific T-cells for: a) use in functional studies and
b) for identification of lmmunologic epitopes on malarial
parasites.

The contract extension will continue on-going work in objective
3, focussing on the characterization of the immune response to
a certaln Plasmodium vivax circumsporozoite peptide. Work on
this objective Ig unique and has been rather productive. As a
service to the MIVR Project, Dr. Martin's group has plans to
train other scientists in lmmunologic assays developed in his
laboratory that are relevant to understanding protection
agalinst malaria and evaluating prototype malaria vaccines. The
USC also has access to patients with Plasmodium vivax
infections, which is a relatively rare resource In the United
States for immune cells and sera to study this type of

malaria. For thesge reasons, it would be very difficult for
another contractor to assume and complete studies and services
developed at USC.
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The current contract will expire at the end of September 1989,
however an unsolicited proposal from USC for a new agreement
was not acceptible in its entirety after external peer review.
The PI has requested a contract extension and supplemental
funding for those aspects of the proposal found to be
meritorious. These servic and research activities are
on-going and any disruption of services woulid cause serious
delays in the vaccine development effort.

Justification to the Congress: Project Funding is included in
the FY 1989 Congresslonal Presentation, Annex 1V, Centrally
Funded Programs, page 120.

Clearances Obtained: After a competitive sclentific review of
a new proposal from USC, interim funding for the services and
certuin studies outlined in a scope of work (attached) was
recommended by an A.I.D. external expert panel on the basis of
sclentific methodology, qualifications and experience of the
proposed investigators, and the institutional capability in
accordance with FAR 15.506.2, FAR 15.507 (b) (1).

Recommendation: That you (1) sign the attached authorization
to Increase the life of project funding to

$681,000 and extend the Project Assistance Completion Date to
July 31,1990 and (2) sign the justification and Authorization
for Other Than Full and -Open Competition (0.F.0.C.}.

Attachments:
1. Project Authorization
2. Scope of Work and Budget
3. Justification and Authorization of 0.F.0.C.

Clearances /<
S&T/H:CDiggs (4£ZJEQ
GPettigrew

AVanDusen
S&T/PO:DSheldon

GC/CP:STisa Dhex

Drafter:S&T/H:EPeterson:ps:x4601:5/31/89:wangf1816s
revised EP/ASF 5/31/89



Attachment 1

PROJECT AUTHORIZATION AMENDMENT NO, 1

Name of Country: Worldwide

Project Title: Malaria Immunity and Vaccine Research

Project Number: 931-0453.55, The University of Southern
California, Los Angeles California: Malaria

T Cell Immunity in Malaria
Vaccination

1. Pursuant to Section 104 of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, as amended, the centrally-funded project, °"T Cell
Immunity In Malarial Vaccination® was authorized on

May 26, 1986. That authorization is hereby amended as follows:

a) Increase the life-of-project funding by $16,000 from
$665,000 to $681,000 and

b) Extend the Project Assistance Completion Date to
July 31,1990.

2, The authorization cited above remains in effect except as

modified herein.
Approve)X:;JL\\;jJA \YWJA. W
‘ \
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