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PROJECT AUTHORIZATION
 

Country: Worldwide
 

Project Title: 
 Global AIDS Prevention and Control Program
 

Project No. 
 936-5965 

1. 
Pursuant to Section 104 of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, as amended, I hereby authorize the centrally-funded
project, Global AIDS Prevention and Control Program, involving
planned obligations not to exceed $1,150,000 in grant funds over
a one-year period from the date of authorization, subject to the
availability of funds in accordance with the A.I.D. OYB/allotment
 
process.
 

2. 
The project will provide grant funds to the World Health
Organization (WHO) in Geneva to finance the development of aglobal program to prevent and control AIDS.
 

/Kenneth J. B) rt 

gency Director for Health 
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AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20523 

A14.IM 

ACTION MEMORANDUM FOR THE AGENCY DIRECTOR FOR HEALTH
 

FROM: 	 S&T/H, Ann Van Dusen
 

SUBJECT: 	 Approval of a New Project--Global AIDS Prevention and
 
Control Program (936-5965)
 

Problem: Your approval is required to authorise a new project,
 
Global AIDS Prevention and Control Program, to provide funding to
 
the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva. Grant funds of up
 
to $1,150,000 for 
a one-year project will finance the development
 
of a global program to prevent and control AIDS.
 

Discussion: Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is
 
increasingly recognized as an extremely serious public health
 
problem. AIDS and LAV/HTLV-III infection have been identified as
 
an international health concern with the potential of becoming 
a
 
major barrier to the goal of health for all by the year 2000. 
 In
 
the face of the continuing increase in the cases of AIDS
 
worldwide and the potential drain of country health resources,
 
WHO has assumed an active role as the lead agency on AIDS. A
 
consensus regarding the fundamental components of AIDS control
 
has emerged from a series of consultations and meetings with
 
Directors of the WHO network of Collaborating Centers. The
 
principal components are:
 

o Exchange of information;
 

o Preparation and distribution of guidelines, manuals,
 
educational materials for the public, etc.;
 

o Assessment of commercially available LAV/HTLV-III
 
antibody test kits; development of a simple,
 
inexpensive test for field application; and
 
establishment of WHO reference reagents;
 

o Cooperation with Member States in the development of
 
national programs/actions for the containment of
 
LAV/HTLV-III infection;
 

o Advice to Member States on the provision of safe
 
blood and blood products;
 

o Coordination of research, in particular on: (1) the
 
development of therapeutic agents and vaccines; and
 
(2) simian retroviruses.
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This activity is part of a larger package of assistance being

planned for WHO. The Africa Bureau is providing $1.0 million to
 
the WHO Office in Africa to strengthen its AIDS response

capabilities throughout Africa.
 

This action approves funding for the S&T Bureau's participation

in the program of assistance to the WHO Office in Geneva and is
 
pursuant to the Administrator's approval of Agency policy on
AIDS, dated June 6, 1986 and his subsequent news release of
 
June 13, 1986 entitled "U.S. AID ASSISTS WORLD HEALTH
 
ORGANIZATION TO CONTROL GLOBAL AIDS".
 

$1.0 million of the required funds is available in the S&T/Health

FY 1986 OYB. Additional fund!g totaling approximately $150,000

will be provided by The National Institutes of Health's National
 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID) and National
 
Cancer Institute (NCI) through an Interagency Agreement currently

in process.
 

WHO estimates the total cost for the 1986-87 global control
 
activities to be approximately $2,596,500 over and above the
 
$1,150,000 committed by WHO for the Headquarters Control
 
Program. In addition to the funding proposed to be provided by

A.I.D. and NIAID and NCI, pledges have been made by Sweden,

Belgium and Germany.
 

In accordance with Agency policy set forth in Handbook 1,

Supplement B, Chapter 16, Paragraph 16 C 111(2), A.I.D. will rely

on WHO audit and procurement policies and procedures since A.I.D.
 
is not the only donor to the program.
 

An Advice of Program Change to Congress is in process.
 

Recommendation: That you approve this project by signing the
 
attached project authorization.
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