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PROJECT AUTHORIZATION AMENDMENT NO. 4

Name of Country: Worldwide

Project Title: Tropical Disease Research (TDR)

Project Number: 931-1126

1. Pursuant to Section 104 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 as
amended, the centrally-funded project, Tropical Disease Research,
was authorized on June 9, 1978. That authorization was amended
November 9, 1982, to extend the life of project from five to six
years and the final obligation date from FY 1982 to FY 1983. On
November 1, 1983, the authorization was amended to extend the 1life
of project to seven years and the final obligation was amended to
1984. On July 31, 1985, the authorization was amended to extend the
project from seven to eight years and the final obligation date to
FY 1985, and to raise the life of project cost to $22,300,000. That
authorization is hereby amended as follows: :

(a) Increase the amount authorized for the project by
$10,000, 000, from $22,300,000 to $32,300,000, in grant funds
over a five-year period from the date of this amendment
subject to the availability of funds in accordance with the
A.I.D. OYB/allotment process.

(b) Extend the life of project from eight to thirteen years.

2. The authorization cited above remains in force except as hereby
amended.
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ACTION MEMORANDUM FCR THE ADMINISTRATOR

FROM: S&T, N. C. Bradyf\D/)(?/{g)

SUBJECT: Tropical Disease Research Program (WHO/TDR) 931-1126

Problem: Your approval is required to extend the life of project
and 1increase the life of project funding for the World Health -
Organization's (WHO/UNDP/WB) Special Programme for Research and
Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR).

Discussion: The WHO/TDR program is a multi-donor effort to find
better, more economical methods for the treatment and/or control of
seven major tropical diseases, namely onchocerciasis,
schistosomiasis, malaria, Chagas' disease, trypanosomiasis, leprosy
and leishmaniasis.

The TDR program has been very successful and is still an import ..t
part of WHO's overall research program which is consistent with
A.I1.D.'s long term objective to strengthen primary health care
activities in LDCs through biomedical research. TDR has created a
global network of scientific research institutions in both developed
and developing countries. TDR has supported more than 1,180
sub-projects with over 2,000 scientists in 110 countries since 1978.

Recent major breakthroughs in biomedical research methodologies have
given the world community new tools to fight the major tropical
diseases. Significant achievements of the TDR program include: the
discovery that the Chinese malaria herb remedy Qinhaosu contains a
chemically active anti-malarial compound of high efficacy which is
completely different from all the other known anti-malarials; the
discovery of new sensitive field testing techniques and new
effective tsetse fly traps to study sleeping sickness; the build up
of an international network of laboratories to study filariasis; the
discovery of new agents for biological vector controls; the
successful field testing and use of new, effective and safe drugs
applicable to mass treatment of schistosomiasis; and progress toward
development of a new vaccine to treat leprosy.



Other donors to the TDR program include the African Development
Bank, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Canada, China, Cuba,
Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, West Germany, India, the
International Federation of Antileprosy Associations, Iraq, the
Japan Shipbuilding Industry Foundation, the Netherlands, Niger,
Norway, Romania, Sweden, Switzerland, the U.K., Cameroon,
Wellcome Trust, the UNDP, the World Bank, and WHO. The total TDR
budget for 1985-86 is approximately $66 million.

Last year, I represented the U.S. in an effort to convince the
TDR Joint Coordinating Board to permit donors to earmark a
portion of their contributions for specific h-priority
research. Formal TDR agreement on earmarking/expected to be
ratified at the JCB meeting in June 1986. We intend to take
advantage of the increased flexibility we have won in the use of
our contribution to accelerate TDR-sponsored research on the
lmmunology. chemotherapy and field control of the major tropical
diseases.

We are requesting a five-year extension of the final obligation
date from FY 1985 to FY 1990, with a Life of Project funding
increase of $10.0 million. IOP will then be 13 years.

A Congressional Notification for the project is being processed.

Recommendation: That you approve the extension of the final
obligation date and the increase in the life of project funding
for the TDR program by signing the amended project authorization
attached.

Attachment:
PAF amendment
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